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JOLWALS  OF  CONGRESS, 

•    1778.  • 


SATURDAY,  Jiugmt  h  tTTB. 

A  letter,  of  July  22d,  from  gen.  Armstrong,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  letters  from  gen.  Washington,  one  dated  June  18th,  and  the  othe^ 
July  2jtii,  with  a  copy  of  general  ordera  respecting  the  office  of  inspector- 
general,  were  read :  .  . 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  coimnittee  of  tiiree:  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Boudiaot,  aod  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  Jalj  Slst,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  rea4»  representiiig  that^ 
pursuant  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  Cornelius  Sweers  has  been  secured  in 
such  manner  as  the  board  of  war  deemed  sufficient,  while  it  remained  in  a 
de»;ree  donbtful,  whether  or  not  he  had  been  guilty  of  frauds  against  the 
states  ;  th;it  the  matter  being  now  reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  the  snm^  de- 
ticieiit  auiouiitiug  to  many  thousand  pounds,  the  board  are  uneasy  at  his  re-' 
maining  guardetl  only  hy  centries,  and  those  (j1  raw  troops  :  Wheieupoii, 

Ordered,  That  Cornel  las  Sweers,  deputy  coinmissary -general  of  military 
atores,  now  in  custody  by  order  of  this  house,  be  immediately  closelv  cen- 
fined  in  the  public  gaol  within  this  city,  and  that  he  be  charged  with  mal-^ 
condact  in  his  office  generally,  ami  particalarly  with  the  crime  of  forgeryi: 

JResolved,  That  the  executive  council  of  the  ptate  of  Pennsylvania  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  keepers  of  their  gaol  to  receive  into  custody,  and  safe- 
ly keep,  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  board  o*  war  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Clifton,  and  that  the  commit'n  in  di- 
rected to  report  on  the  mode  of  trying  Cornelius  Sweers  and  bringing  iiiin 
to  justice. 

Jiesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointeil.to  consider  of  and  re- 
port to  Congress  such  recommendations  to  the  le^slatures  of  the  several 
states  for  the  enacting  of  laws,  calculated  to  enable  Congress,  as  the  super- 
intending executive  of  the  United  States,  to  proceed  in  civil  and  criminal' 

cases  as  the  nature  of  such  government  may  require  s  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  letter,  of  July  28tb,  from  the  ^)ard  of  war,  was  laid  before  CongreSf, 
together  with  an  invoice     (joods  bought  ofPetei-  Whitesides  &  Co. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  he  relerred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  after 
debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referrjed  a  letter  of  July  15tihl» 
•from  Mons.  de  Francey,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  cargoes  of  the  snow  Speedwell  aiid  of  the  brigantine  - 
Braxton,  governor  Johnston  and  MorriSyDOw  ready  to  sail  from  America  for 
France,  be  consigned  to  the  commissioners  of  Congress  at  Paris,  who  are  di- 
rected to  settle  Sie  accounts  of  Mr.  John  I(osa  with  Congress,  and  to  pay  him 
Vol.  in.  t  ' 
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the  balanee.thereof  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  %aid  cargoes ;  and  the  residue^ 
if  aaj.  to  tile  liouse  of  Hoftales    Co*  as  they  judge  proper. 

Ofieredt  That  ship  Vir^iniay  now  lajmg  laden  with  a  cargo  of  tobac* 
CO  on  public  account  in  Virsinta^  be  conaigned  lo  Roderique  iiortalesft  COb 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Mondaj. 

MONDAY,  August  3,  ms. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  and  one  of  the. 3d,  from  Cornelius  Sweers*  were  read  r 
Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made, 

That  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary  general  of  military  stores^  be  im- 
njediately  arrested  and  closely  confined  ia  tiie  gaol  oi  tiiis  town : 

To  w  liich  an  amendment  was  moved, 

That  a  member  oi  this  house  be  appointed  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  place 
where  Cornelius  Sweers,  late  deputy  commissary  of  military  stores,  is  con- 
fined, and  to  take  the  deposition  ot  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers,  relative  to  the 
charge  made  by  him  against  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  for  frauds  in  kis  office ; 
and  in  caaeitniottld  appear,  on  the  deposition  of  thesud  Comelltts  Swears, 
that  coU  Flower  is  chained  with  frauds  and  maUpractices  in  I3ie  discharge  of 
his  officey  in  such  case  notice  be  given  to  the  board  of  war»  who  are  hereby 
oldered  to  arrest  thft  said  B.  Flower  without  delay,  und  to  confine  bim  in 
gaol,  taking  care  to  secure  bis  monej  and  effects^  and  all'  his  papers  of  a 
public  nature* 

On  which  amendmentt  the  jeas  atad  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Doer, 


Jlhode-Itlandf 
Connecticut 


Neto-Hnmpahirey  Mr.  Baitlet^  no  ^no 

Mai9a*9tt9-jBay,  Mr.  S.  Adatn8»  no"^ 

.    .  Dana,  no 

Ijove^  no 

Rolten,  na^ 

Mr.  March imt,  «»Sno 

Mr.  Sherman,  iso'i 

Hosmer,  tio  C  no 

A.  Adunfl^  noy 

Ifc.Duer,  ^tau 

Morris,  oyy  ^ 

Mr.  Scuddcr,  no  ^  ^ 

Pemughatda,   M^.B*  Monism  ax/ yui/ 


MarjfUmd, 


N.-CaroUnOj 


Mr.  Chase, 

Forbet;, 
Plater, 

Mr.  R.  H.  lice, 
Bankter, 
T.  Adams^ 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 


Drayton, 
Matthews, 
I  ley  ward. 


Mr.  T 


leywai 
elfair. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  amendm^t  was  moved  intlie  words  followii^: 
Colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary -general  of  militarv-stores,  being 
charged  with  mal^conduct  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  Otatred,  That  he 
be  arrested  and  safely  kept  until  further  order  of  Conpess  s 
On  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


^ew-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mm^MMy,  Ofr.  S.  Adauu^ 

,  Dana, 
Lovell, 

MMk-Mand,  T^Ir.  Marchaal^ 
OimBdiaa,       Mr.  Sherman, 

Hosmer, 
A.  Adams 
*   Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris^ 

Pegagifhamaf,  Mr.  B.  Monu^ 


ay  yay 


«y1 

ay  I 


ay  )-ay 
no  ^ay 

ayS  ^ 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 


J\\-CaroUnat 


Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adam^ 
H-mle, 

Mr,  Penn, 

Mr.  X^uiens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Heywardy 

Mr.Tettair, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  ot  war  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing  order. 
Ordered,  That  the  continental  treasurer  make  no  farther  payments  of 
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grantedi  antil  farther  order  of  Congms* 

A  Ketter^of  the  from  cafi  I|»vk«r  a«4  vtlwr  olficen  of  thtMemaidt 
was  read. 

A4ioiinie4  to  aioe  o'clock  to>moiTow*  ,  - 

TUESDAY,  Ju-ii^-e  4,  1778. 

Mr.  John  WliHama,  a  delegate  Irom  Nortb^Carolina,  atteaded  and  took  hit 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  28111  of  J  ulj,  from  genu  Washin^D,  bj  majQr-general 
Ptttnam,  wist«ad: 

Otrieg^  Tluit  it  be  referred  to  a  oomndtCee  of  three:  the  menbm 
choseo,  Mr.  Hosmer,  Mr*  R.  H«  Lee,  and  Mr.  Scadder. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOtb,  and  one  of  the  9fid  of  July,  froaa  the  eoQBcil  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  were  read : 

Ordered y  That  the  letter,  of  the  2£d,  be  referred  to  tVie  committee  on  the 
letter  of  the  23d  of  July,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  commissary-general. 

A  letter,  of  July  ^th«  from  W.  Fionie,  deputy  qiiarter-tnaster  geaend* 
was  read :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  SLst  of  July,  from  col.  D.  Mason,  was  read: 

Ordfrt^t  That  it  be  inferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  najor-genend  Amoldj  a«BOiopanied  wKIl  the  pre«> 
ceedinga  of  a  general  court-martial  against  Jacob  Rhoeita  and  Jacob  Gandy, 
both  aeatenced  to  suffer  death*  but  at  the  aame  time  recommended  by  the 
court  as  proper  objects  of  mercy,  was  read,  setting  forth,  that  he  has  ordered 
the  sentence  to  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  of  Conji;res8  is  known,  and 
begging  leave,  as  many  circumstances  appear  in  favor  of  the  prisoners,  te 
rocominend  them  to  Cunn;ross  as  proper  objects  of  mercy  :  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  a  pardon  be  p;ranted  to  tlie  said  prisoners. 

A  representation  from  W.  de  Gaiatheau,  proprietor  and  comuiander  of 
the  ahip  Foobonne,  was  read. 

Ordired,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  raarliie  conmittie. 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  Jamea  O'Bllereaiid  H.  Horn,  was  reed : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  tea  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  report 
apecieily  thereon:  the  membera choBen«  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Hoamer,  and  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  July  ISth^  from  col.  T.  Bland,  of  the  light  dragoona,  reapect- 
iiig  rank,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
The  cuaimittce  on  the  treastn  y  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  Tiiat  a  warrant  ibsue  on  tlie  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Noirae,  paj^-maater  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  100,000  of  dollars, 
to  be  by  bun  tranamitted  te  William  Palfrey,  esa.  pay-maatoff  general  at 
camp,  for  the  use  of  hia  department,  and  for  which  no  ia  to  be  acconntable. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warranta  ieaue  in  &¥or  of  cid.  Johii  Cox, 
assistant  quarter- master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  auarter-master  general's 
department,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  2,000,000  of  aollara,  to  be  emerged  to 
major -ji^eriera!  Green,  quarter-master  general,  viz.  • 

One  on  the  treasurer  for  the  sum  of  1,500,000  dollars  ;  one  on  Derk  Ten 
Broek,  commissioner  ot  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New -York, 
for  100,000  doUaiJi ;  one  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  uf  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  150,000  dollars;  one  on 
Jeaeph  Clarke,  eaq.commiaaioner  of  the  continenUl  loan-ofice  in  the  atatft 
of  Rhode-Ialand,fi)r  100,000  dollara ;  and  oae  ob  Nathaniel  AMdetoa,  eaq, 
commiaaioner  of  the  coatineotal  loaa-ofice  in  the  attte  of  MaaaacTnuetts^Bayy 
for  i50,000  dollara. 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  treasury  lay  before  Congress  aii 
account  of  the  suiusol  money  granted  to  the  present  quarter-master  general 
for  the  use  of  bU  department,  and  of  the  sums  granted  to  the  present  com* 
missarj-generai  of  purchases,  to  the  commistary-geDeral  of  Military  storest 
and  to  the  clothier-geoeral,  for  tiie  use  of  th^r  reepectire  departments* 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  another  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  1759  15-90  dollars,  in 
&Tor  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  enable  them  to  pay  Jatnes  Warren, 
esq.  of  Boston,  his  account  of  frei^t  and  charts  on  sunifary  merchandiie 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  agreeablj^  to  his  acconnt  rendered  them, 
dated  the  l6th  of  July  last ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable : 

Tliat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Jonathnu  Potts,  esq.  deputy  d'!rcctor-;2:eneral  of  the  middle  district,  for  the 
Uie  oi  his  department;  he  to  be  accountable. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  do,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  exchange  of  prisoners  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy, 
take  prupor  care  of  those  who  shali  appear  to  be  in  such  ill  state  of  healtli 
as  to  be  unable  to  travel,  either  by  sending  them  to  a  public  hospital,  or  when 
that  cannot  be  readily  cflected,  by  appointing  proper  persons  to  take  care  of 
them  on  the  easiest  terms  practicable ;  and  that  those  who  are  able  to  travel, 
be  furnished  with  orders  on  the  diflerent  eommisearies  of  issnest  on  their  waj 
for  such  a  number  of  rations  as  may  be  necessary  Ibr  their  support  to  tbeir 
respective  places  of  abode ;  also  that  the  commissary  of  prisoners  do  keep 
exact  accounts  of  the  expenses  attending  those  that  beloi^  to  the  difereiiit 
states^  and  are  not  in  the  continental  service. 

The  marine  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Storey,  clerk  to  the  navy  board  of  theesstem  district,  report  as  their  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  raise  salaries,  when  measures  are  about 
to  be  taken  by  Congress  for  the  appreciation  of  the  cnrreTicy  ;  but  in  consi- 
deration of  tlie  great  and  constant  business  in  which  the  above  petitioner  is 
engaged,  and  the  expensive  liviot;;  tor  the  past  and  at  the  present  time,  the 
committee  think  a  compensation  of  500  dollars,  for  his  extra  services  and 
expenses  since  his  appointment,  shouid  be  allowed  him. 

The  committee  farilier  report,  that  as  tlie  comniissioaers  of  the  navy  board 
in  tlie  eabteru  district,  are  necessarily  obliged,  for  the  right  discliarge  ot 
their  duty,  freauently  to  visit  the  different  parts  ot  their  extensive  district, 
they  be  allowea  365  dollars  each,  for  their  travelling  expenses  the  year  past. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  a^ree  to  the  said  report. 

Congress  resumed  the  considention  of  the  letter  of  the  9d,  fromcsptniii 
Hawker,  and  the  other  officers  of  tiie  Menmudy  and  after  debatOt 

Meatdved,  That  the  farther  consideimtion  thereof  be  postnoned. 

Be»olved,  That  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  yestertlay,  relative  to  the 
arrest  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  be 
committed  to  major-general  Arnold ;  and  tmt  the  secretary  transmit  to  the 
general  a  copy  of  the  said  resolution. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jhigust  5,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  Samuel  H.  Sullivan,  deputy  quarter-master  under  gen. 

Mililin,  late  quarter-master  general,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  I'liat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Brigadier  Maxwell  having  recommended  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrew  Hunter 4o 
be  appointed  chaplain  to  liia  brigade, 

Meidived,  That  the  said  Rev.  Andrew  Hunter  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap« 
pmnted  chaplain  to  the  biigsde  commanded  by  brigadier  Maxwell. 
.  Amotionwasnuideythatthepay  oftiielieT.Mr.ttnttt^rconnBeiicefniiBa 
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(he  dftte  of  the  raolvtion  for  appointing  brigwle  chaplains :  question  putt 
fined  in  the  negstiTe. 

Aecovding  to  order»  the  conamittee  on  the  iremrj  laid  before  Ceiffiress 
an  aocobnt  of  tiie  sums  of  monej  granted  to  the  quarter-master  general,  to 

the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  to  the  commissary-general  of  military 
stores,  and  to  the  clothier-g^neraU  severally,  for^the  use  of  their  respective 
departments. 

The  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  capt.  Manly,  late  of  the 
continental  ship  Hancock,  and  tlie  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the 
trial  of  i  houias  Thompson,  late  captain  and  commander  of  the  ship  Raleigh, 
in  the  senrice  of  the  United  States,  were  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  capt.  Manly  be  returned  to 
marine  committee^  to  be  filed  among  their  papers ;  and  that  the  proceed* 
iDss  on  the  trial  of  captain  Thompaon  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  Joseph  Nouv^e, 
pay -master  to  the  board  nf  war  and  ordnance,  for  bOOO  dollars,  to  answer 
the  drauj^hts  of  the  board  for  the  use  of  the  baking  department;  the  siiid 
Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  Joseph 
xvoui  se,  for  300  dollars,  to  reimburse  him  a  like  sum  advanced  to  Cornelius 
Sweera,  deputy  commissary  of  military  stores,  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  another  wamml  iesne»  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war^  in 
&vor  of  the  said  Joseph  Noorse,  for  6000  dollars,  to  be  bj  him  paid  over  to 
col.  John  Beatty,  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  for  the  use  of  his  depart* 
ment,  who  is  to  be  accountaole. 

Confess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
dated  July  22d  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  of  tlie  state  of  Massachu- 
chusetts-Bay,  for  300,000  dollars,  in  fa^  oi  of  the  president  and  council  of  the 
said  state,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  assessed  by  the  state,  agreeably  to  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  >fovcmber  last,  the  said  state  to  be  ac- 
conntablo* 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  AmoUly  was  read,  informing, 
that  in  pursuance  of  tne  resolution  of  Congress,^*  he  has  arrested  colonel 
Benjamin  Flower  in  the  usual  manner,"  and  desiring  an  explanation  of  the 
resolution  with  respect  to  the  safe  keeping  of  colonel  Flower ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tne  president  inform  major-general  Arnold,  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  Congress  that  colntiel  Benjamin  Flower  should  be  securely  kept 
in  a  convenient  room  under  a  suiticient  guard. 

One  of  tlie  delegates  from  New-Jersey  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  James  Caldsveil: 

IMsrsd,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  prisoners,  inhabitants  of  these 
states,  taken  by  the  French  fleet,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Duer ;  and  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  vessels  captured  by  the  said  fleet,  be  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mesalved,  That  the  door  of  the  Congress  chamber  be  open  during  the 
audience  to  be  given  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian 

majesty. 

Resolved,  Tluitthe  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  inform  the 
vice-president,  the  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  speaker  and  assembly 
•f  the  said  state,  that  Ihe  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty  the  king  of  Franoe,  will  receive  his  audience  of  Congress  at  12 
o'clock  to-moriow,  when  the  doers  of  Congress  chamber  .will  be  opeaed<» 


Digitized  by  Google 


6 


^^bURNALS  OF  GONQRBSS,  im. 


Bisolved,  That  each  member  of  Congress  may  give  two  tickets  for  iSfi 
admittance  of  other  persons  to  the  aodience*  and  thai  fto  iperaons,  exc^ 
those  specified  in  the  foregoing  resolntioily  be  admitted  withont  such  a  ticket^ 
signed  by  the  members  amiouited  to  introdttce  the  minister  to  Coii|^ress. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Benjamin  FlowoTf  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  WjfOti  tko- 
mode  of  trying  Cornelius  Sweers., 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  August  6,  1 778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  IVoiii  Cornelius  Sweers,  wag  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  retcrrcd  to  the  coiumate^^  appointed  to  report  the 
juuilc  of  trying  Cornelius  Swoers ;  and  that  the  cominittee  take  tlie  examina- 
tion, upon  oath,  of  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commissarv  of  military 
stores,  touching  his  accQsatton  of  colonel  B.  Fmwer,  commissary -general 
of  military-stores;  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  which  they  may  deem  proper  for  the  better  prosecution  of  the 
business,  and  to  seize  and  keep  such  papers  of  the  said  Flower  and  Sweers. 

According  to  order,  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard  was  introduced  to  an  audience 
by  the  two  members  for  that  purpose  appointed,  and  being  seated  in  his  chair, 
his  secretary  delivered  to  the  presiaent  a  letter  from  his  most  Christian 
msjesty»  directed 

<'AiiOB  tres  cben  gntnd  atniet  et  Alliet  Ics  president  efc  memben  da  Coogret  s^M^I  des 

Etats-Unis: 

And  in  the  words  following : 

Tres  chebs,  gbands  ami^s  bt  allies  : 
Les  traites,  que  nous  avons  signest  avec  yous,  en  conseqnenee  des  propo^ 

sitions,  que  vos  deputes  nous  ont  fuites  de  votre  part,  vous  sont  un  garant 
assurede  notre  atlection  pour  les  Etats-Unis  en  general et  pour  chacun  d'eux 
en  particulier,  ainsi  que  de  I'interest  que  nausprenons  et  que  nous  prendrons 
cnn-tainent  a  leurs  bonheurs  et  a  leur  prosperite.  C'est  pour  vous  on  con- 
vnincred'une  maniere  plus  particulier,  que  nous  avons  nomme  le  sieur  Ger- 
ard, secretaire  de  notre  conseil  d'etat  pour  r(  si<k  r  aupres  de  vous  en  (juaUte 
de  notre  miiiistre  plenipotentiairc.  II  connuit  d'aulant  mieux  les  sentimens, 
que  nous  vous  portons,  et  il  est  d'autant  plus  en  etat  de  vous  en  rendre 
temoignage  qu'il  a  etc  charge  de  notre  part  de  negocier,  avec  vos  deputes, 
et  qui'il  a  signe  avec  eux  lestraites,  qui  cimentent  notre  union,  Noas  iraut 
prions  d'ajouter  foi  entiere  atout  ce  qu'il  vous  dira  de  notre  part  principale- 
roentlorsquHl  vous  assurers  de  notre  aflfection  et  de  notre  constante  amitie 
pour  vous.  Sur  ce  nous  prions  Dieu,  quU  vous  ait,  TreSy  chers,  gmnds  amiSk 
et  allies,  en  sa  sainte  et  cligne  gard. 
Ecrit  a  Versailles,  le  £8  Mars,  irrS.  Votre  bon  ami  et  alUe, 

LOUIS. 

Gbavieb  oe  Veboenbbs." 

* 

TBAN8LATI0N. 

CSupenenpHvn^J 

■**  To  our  veiy  dear  great  fnends  an-l  allies,  die  pi-esldent  and  membeit  fif  ^  genertl  Cotigreis 

of  the  United  States  of  North^Ameri«a. 

Very  dear  great  friends  and  allies  : 
The  treaties  which  we  have  signed  with  yon,  in  conseqiicncc  of  the  pro- 
posals your  commissioners  made  to  us  in  ytiur  behalf,  are  a  certain  assurance 
of  our  affection  for  the  Ignited  States  in' general,  and  for  each  of  them  in 
partirufar,  as  well  of  the  interest  we  take  and  constantly  shall  take  in  their 
happiness  and  prosperity.  It  is  to  convince  you  more  particularly  of  this 
that  we  have  nominated  the  sieur  Gerard,  secretary  of  our  council  ot  state, 
to  resiile  among  you  in  the  quality  of  minister  plenipotentiary.  He  is  the 
better  acquainted  with  our  sentimeats  towai  ds  you,  and  the  more  capable  of 
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testifying  the  same  to  you,  as  he  was  eiiti  u»ted  on  out  jiart  to  negotiate  with 
jwir  commissioners  and  signed  with  them  the  treaties  which  cement  our 
unioo.  W  e  pray  y  ou  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  shall  commttnicate  to  jrou 
from  us,  more  espedallj  wYim  lie  ahall  assure  jam  of  our  affisction  and  cod- 
•last  frieiidahip  tor  you.  We  praj  Glad,  very  dear  great  friends  and  aUies» 
Uhm  MNi  in  MS  hdy  keeping. 

y«8aitlcs»  Wk  Marcli,  1778. 

Year  goodfiriand  and  allj* 

(Signed,)  LOUIS. 

(Uftderngiiad,)  Qirayisa.d&  Ys&gemwbs." 

The  minister  was  tlien  announced  to  the  house :  wherenpoa  he  arose  atfd 
iddressed  Congress  in  a  speech,  which  when  he  had  finished*  his  secretary 
Adifered  in  wcttkig  to  the  president,  and  is  as  follows  t 

Messieurs;  Les  liaisons,  quele  roi  men  maiire  a  formes avec  lesEtats- 
Unis  de  I'Amerique  lui  sout  si  agreeables  ;  qu^il  iru  paa  voulu  difleref  de 
m^envoyer  resider  aopres  de  vous  pour  les  cimenter.  Samajeste  apprenjdra 
tfee  satisfattion  que  les  sentimens,  qui  se  sent  manifestes  a  cette  occasion^ 
justifient  la  confiance  qae  lui  avoieut  inspire  lezele  et  le  charactere  des  de- 
putes des  Etats-Unis  en  Ftance ;  la  saeesse  et  la  fermetequi  out  dirige  vos 
resolutions  ainsi  que  la  Constance  et  le  courage,  que  les  peoples  ont  fait 
eclater.  Vous  savez,  messieurs,  que  cette  confiance  a  fait  la  base  du  plan 
vmyinent  amical  et  disinteresse  sur  le  quel  sa  maje&te  a  traite  avec  les 
Etats-Unis. 

II  n'a  pas  dependu  d'elle,  que  ses  engao^eraens  n'assurassent  votre  inde- 
pendence et  votre  repos  sans  effusion  ulterieur  de  sang  et  sans  aggraver  leS 
utaux  de  i'humanite  doiil  tout  bou  ambition  est  d^assurer  le  bouheur ;  mais 
les  dispositions  et  les  resolutions  hostiies  de  Pennemie  commun  ajant  donne 
ades  eng^mens  purement  CTentnels  nne  fiirce,  actuelle,  positive,  perma- 
nente  et  indissoluDle»  le  roi  nion  maitre  a  pense  que  les  deux  allies  ne  doi- 
Tent  pHis  s'ocGQper  que  da  mojens  de  les  remplir  de  la  maniere  la  plus  utile 
a  U  cause  commiiDe,  et  la  plus  efficace  pour  panrenir  a  la  paix,  qui  est 
I'object  d'alliance.    C'est  d'apres  ce  principc,  que  sa  majeste  s'est  hatee 
de  vous  envoyer  iin  secours,  pouissant:  vous  ne  le  devez,  messieurs,  qu'a 
son  amitic,  a  I'interest  sincere,  qu'elle  prend  aux  avania^^js  des  Etats- 
Unis,  et  au  desir  qu'elle  a  de  concourir  efficement  a  affirmir,  votre  re[ius 
et  votre  prosperite  sur  des  bases  honorables  et  solids  elle  espere  d'alleurs, 
que  les  principes  adoptes  par  les  governemens  contribueront  a  etendre  les 
liaisons,  que  I'interet  mutuel  des  peuptes  respectifs  avoit^deja  commence 
a  etablir  entre  eux.  La  principal  point  de  mes  instructions  est  de  faire 
marcher  sur  la  memo  ligne  les  interets  de  la  France  et  ceux  des  Etats-Unis. 
Je  me  flitte,  messieurs,  que  ma  conduite  passe  dans  les  affaires,  aue  les  inter- 
ressent,  vous  aura  deja  cunvaineu,  que  je  u'ai  point  de  desir  plus  cher  que 
celui  d'executer  mes  instructions  de  maniere  a  meritcr  la  confiance  du  CoA- 
gres,  i'amitie  de  ses  membres  et  i'estime  de  tous  ies  citojens. 

GERARD." 

TRANSLATION. 

*'  Gentlemen  :  The  connexion  formed  by  the  kine  my  master,  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  is  so  agreeable  to  him,  that  ne  could  no  longer 
delaj  sending  me  to  reside  among  you  for  the  purpose  of  cementing  it.  It 
will  give  his  majesty  great  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the  sentiments  which 
have  shone  forth  on  tliis  occasion  justify  that  confidence  with  which  he  hath 
been  inspired  by  the  steal  and  character  oi  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
Sttttes  in  Fiance,  the  wisdom  and  fortitude  which  have  directed  ihe  resolu- 
tians  qf  Congress^  and  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  tlie  people  tfaejr  re- 
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present ;  a  eoiiftdence  whicb  jom  know,  gentlemen^  has  bean  tbe  baeia  af  that 
truly  amicable  and  disinterested  system  on  which  he  hath  treated  with  tha 

United  States. 

It  is  not  bis  majestf's  fiwlt  that  the  engagements  he  hath  entered  inta-did 
not  establish  jour  independence  and  repose,  without  the  further  effusion  of 

blood,  and  without  aggravating  flip  cafannties  of  mankind,  whose  happiness 
it  is  his  hit^h est  ambition  to  promote  and  secure.  But,  since  the  hostile  mea- 
sures and  designs  of  the  common  enemy  have  given  to  engap:ement8  purely 
eventual,  nn  immediate,  positive,permaneTit,  iiiid  indissoluble  force,  it  is  the 
opiuiun  iii  the  kingniv  master^  that  the  allien  should  turn  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  fulfil  those  engagements  in  the  manner  most  useful  to  the  common 
cause,  and  best  caleolated  to  obtain  that  peace  wluch  is  the  oljact  of  the  al- 
liance. 

It  is  upon  this  |>rinciple,  ^tlemen»  his  mt^eatj  hath  hastened^to  send ' 
you  a  powerful  assistance*  which  yuu  owe  only  to  his  friendshipy  to  the  sin- 
cere regard  he  has  for  every  thing  which  relates  to  the  aUyantage  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  the  dc-ire  of  contriljuting  with  efficacy  to  estabh^h  vour 
repose  riTid  prosperity  upon  au  honorable  and  solid  toundatiun.  And  further, 
k  is  his  expectation  that  the  principles  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  re- 
spective governments,  will  tend  to  strengthen  those  bonds  of  union  which 
have  originated  in  the  mutual  interests  of  the  two  nations. 

The  principal  obiect  of  mj  instructions  is,  to  connect  the  interests  of  France, 
with  those  of  the  United  States.  1  flatter  myself,  gentlemen,  that  my  paat 
conduct  in  the  affairs  which  concern  them,  hath  already  convinced  you  of 
the  determination  I  feel  to  endeavor  to  obey  my  instructions  in  such  manner 
as  todesenre  the  confidence  of  CongresSi  tbe  friendship  of  its  members,  und 
the  esteem  of  the  cltiyens  of  America* 

(Signed,)  GERARD.'' 

To  which  the  president  returned  the  following  answer: 

Sir  :  The  treaties  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  tlie  United 
States  of  America,  so  fully  demonstrate  his  wisdom  and  magnanimity  as  to 
command  the  reverence  ot  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens  of  America, 
in  particular,  can  neverfomthisbeneficentattentton  to  their  violated  righta*^ 
nor  cease  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  a  gracious  Providence  in  raising  theu  * 
up  so  powerful  and  illustrious  a  friend.  It  is  the  hope  and  opinion  of  Con- 
gress that  the  confidence  his  majesty  reposes  in  the  firmness  of  these  stat€a» 
vill  receive  additional  strength  from  everv  day's  experience. 

This  us^nmbly  are  convinced,  sir,  tliat  hud  it  rested  solely  with  the  most 
Christian  l^ing,  not  only  the  independence  ol  the^e  states  would  have  been 
xmiversallY  acknowledged,  but  their  tranquillity  fully  established.  We  la- 
ment li  .ii  lust  of  domination  which  gave  birth  to  the  piesent  war,  and  hatli 
prolonged  and  extended  the  miseries/of  mankind.  We  ardently  wish  to 
sheath  the  sword,  and  spare  the  further  effusion  of  blood ;  but  we  are  deter- 
mined, by  every  means  in  our  power,  to  fulfil  those  eventual  engagements 
which  have  acquired  positive  and  permanent  force  from  the  hostue  designs 
and  measures  of  the  common  enemy. 

Congress  have  rensnn  to  believe  that  the  assistance  so  wisely  and  gene* 
rously  sent,  will  bring  Great-Bntain  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  moderation, 

{)rom()te  the  interest  of  Fiance  and  America,  and  secure  peace  and  tranquil- 
ity on  the  most  firm  and  honorable  foundation.  Neither  can  it  be  duiibted 
that  those  who  administer  the  powers  of  government  within  the  several  states 
of  this  union  will  cement  that  connection  with  the  subjects  of  France,  the 
beneficent  effects  of  which  have  already  been  so  sensibly  felt* 

Sir  :  From  the  experience  we  have  bed  of  your  exertions  to  promote  the 
true  interests    our  country  at  well  as  year  own,  it  is  with  the  hi^^est  satis- 
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Aette  Ckngresft  receive  aa  the  first  minister  from  his  most  Christian  majes- 
if^  a  gentleman  whose  past  conduct  aftords  a  happy  presage,  that  he  will 
merit  the  confidence  of  this  body,  the  friendship  of  its  members,  and  the 
esteem  ot  the  citi-^ens  of  America." 

The  secretary  of  Congress  delivered  to  the  minister  a  copy  of  the  forego- 
iQg  reply,  dated  **  In  Congress^  August  6, 1778,  and  signed  Hoary  Laurens, 
jprefiidoTit." 

\V!k  1  eu|)on  the  minister  withdn  w,  and  was  conducted  home  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  brought  to  the  liuuse. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-mon  ow. 

FRIDAY,  JStugust  7»  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Mr.  M.  Clarkson,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts 
in  the  maio  army,  was  read,  informing,    that  when  he  was  appointed  to  that 
office  he  was  possessed  of  the  commission  of  marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  still  holds,"  and  representing,  ^*  that 

his  duty  in  that  office  now  claims  his  attention,  and  that,  therefore,  he  is 
constrained  to  tender  a  resignation  of  his  office  as  auditor;"  and  begging 
"Congress  will  be  pleased  to  accept  it:"  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  report  Irom  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  tlie  petition  of  captain  Stoddard, 
of  the  £d  regiment  oi  light  dragoons,  was  leieiiei],  being  read, 
IMered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Ibhe  27th  of  Novemberi 
1777,  from  major-general  Heath,  to  the  board  of  treasury,  report. 

That  they  naTO  carefully  examined  the  files  and  journals  of  Coneress, 
so  far  as  they  respect  the  defence  of  the  state  of  Rliode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  and  the  rise  of  the  expedition  against  the  island  of  Rhode-Island, 
and  find  :  that  at  a  meeting  of  tlie  committees  appointed  by  the  states  of 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, and  Coiinecticut,  convened  at  Providence,  on  the  25th  day  of  De- 
cember, \T76,  it  Wiis  anion^^  otlicr  things  resolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  coinuuttee,  ihut  while  bu  large  a  body  oi  ihe  enemy  is  in  possession  of 
Rhode-Island,  it  is.necessary  to  keep  6000  men  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island 
to  oppose  them.'*  That  the  proceedings  of  the  said  committees  were  laid 
before  Congress,  who  upon  the  15th  day  of  February,  1777}  resolved,  Thai; 
considering  the  situation  of  the  New^ngland  states.  Congress  approve  of 
Ihe  measures  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  committees  from  the  four 
New-Kngland  states,  for  the  defence  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island."  That, 
on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1777,  Congress  resolved,  **That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  to  collect,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  the  whole  force  thereof,  and 
therewith,  aided  by  such  parts  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Cun- 
necticutas  are  contiguous  to  Liie  said  state,  to  attack  and  destroy  the  enemy  on 
the  island  of  Rhode-island  aforesaid :  that  it  be,  and  hereby  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  the  states  of  Massachosetts-Bay  and  Connecttcut,  to  give  every  assist- 
ance in  their  power,  by  calling  out  the  militia  of  their  respective  towns  which 
lie  next  to  the  state  of  Rhodi  Island,  and  to  promote  and  execute  this  im- 
portant service :  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint  such  general 
officers  as  he  shall  judge  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  into  effect. 
Ordered,  that  a  eopy  of  the  forejjoinp:  resolution  be  sent  by  express  to  general 
Washington,  and  tlie  three  New-lMit^hiiid  states.'' 

That  at  ameetini^^  of  the  couiiiiittees  from  the  states  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  New-York,  held  at  Springfield,  30tli 
of  July,  1777,  it  was  among  other  things  resolved,  "  that  the  state  of  Rhode- 
hland  be  requested  to  fill  up  their  two  battalions  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the 
You  III.  S 
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defence  of  that  state ;  that  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  desired  t» 
hasten  on  the  two  battalions  they  have  ordered  for  that  purpose;  that  the 
state  of  Connecticut  be  desired  to  raise  and  equip  one  battalion  of  728  nien» 
ivith  all  speed,  and  direct  them  to  the  above  service;  and  that  the  state  of 
Kew -Hampshire  bedesitedto  raise  and  equip  300  men,  with  all  speed,  and 
direct  them  to  the  above  purpose."  That  on  the  Slst  of  August,  1777,  Con* 
gross  resolved,  <^  That  fire-snips  shoyld  be  prepared  to  attack  and  destroy 
me  British  ships  in  the  rivers  and  bays  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  :  That 
gen.  Spencer  be  made  acquainted  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  that  he 
be  instructed,  as  far  a?  possible,  to  favor  the  said  (1esi2:!is  bv  such  attacks  and 
feints ~as  he  may  judge  proper,  witli  the  troops  and  boats  under  his  com- 
mand." That  on  the  13th  of  January,  1778,  Conj^rcss  resolved,  ••That  it  be 
earnestly  recomaiended  to  the  slates  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Hhode-lsland,  and  Connecticut,  immediately  to  furnish  and  iceep  up 
consl^iiUv  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Isluud  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  state,  their  several  quotas  of  troops  as  adjusted  by  the  re- 
solution of  a  committee  from  the  said  states  and  the  state  of  New-York, 
which  met  at  Springfield,  the  30th  day  of  July  last."  That  Congress,  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1778,  resolved*  That  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay- 
master generalof  the  eastern  district,  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  appoint  an  as- 
sistant pay-master^  constantly  to  attend  and  pay  the  army  stationed  in  or  near 
Providence^  for  the  defence  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, applying  to  Conaress,  from  time  to  time,  fdr  the  necessary  supplies  of 
money  for  the  same ;  and  that  the  commanding  officer  In  the  said  state  be  full  j 
empowered  to  draw  on  the  said  assistant  pay-master  for  the  necessary  sop* 
plies  of  the  army  aforesaid.'^  That  on  the  17th  of  July,  1777,  Congress  re- 
solved. That  gen.  Spencer  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  20th 
May,  that  Congress  confirm  the  appointment  made  by  him  of  Willinm  Peck, 
esq.  deputy  adjfitant  general  to  the  mirttia  and  the  state 'troops  ot  Rhode- 
Island,  kept  ii^  continental  pay  ;  that  ior  money  to  pay  the  said  troops  he  is 
to  make  application  to  Ebene/.er  Hancock,  e«(|.  at  Boston,  deputy  pay-mas- 
ter general  of  the  troops  in  tlie  eastern  department;  and  iUdt  as  the  quarter- 
master general  has  the  appointment  of  all  his  deputies,  application  is  to  be 
made  tu  tiiem  for  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  quarter;master  general 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,,  That  the  expense  of  the  late  intended  expedition  against  the 
island  of  Rhode -Island  be  bonie  by  the  continent. 

A  petition  from  George  Spangler,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  have  leave  of  absence. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  col.  Knoblauch, 
^ught  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

SATURDAY,  dugustQii77S. 

A  letter,  from  T.  Pickerings  and  one  from  major-general  Arnold,  both  of 
this  date,  were  read. 

A  letter,  from  B.  Randolph,  appointed  to  superintend  the  mnkiTic:  of  paper 
for  loan-oftice  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange,  was  read,  informing,  that 
bis  engagements  in  New-Jersey  will  prevent  his  attendance  on  the  business 
to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  less  than  two  weeks  from  this  time,  and  there- 
fore prayinni:,  if  the  business  require  immediate  attendance,  that  Congress 
will  please  to  appoint  some  other  person  for  the  present. 

The  board  of  treasury  havinir  recninmended  sundry  persons  for  signers  of 
ihe  continental  currency,  Congics^  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  bal- 
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lots  being  taken,  the  lailovvinggeutleiueii  were  chosen,  viz.  Samuel  Nichols* 
col.  rattun,  coL  Josepli  Copperthwait,  Joseph  H.  Ellis,  Richard  Humphreys, 
James  Lou^heatl,  Jedetliah  Snowden,  Joseph  \\  altei,  Joseph  fiullock»  Mntt- 
Ikm  Thornfe,  Thomas  Xjii  wer,  John  Lardner,  Alexander  Nesbit,  Frtderick 
Phjle,  John  Young,  jun.  William  Gray,  Robert  Caither,  Lewis  Farmer, 
John  Keppele,  William  Adcock,  Josepn  Fennel,  Joaeph  Ruble j,  John  M^aae, 
Peter  Stretch,  Nathaniel  Donald,  William  Hardy,  Joseph  Snowden^  James 
Wilson,  William  Sheaf,  and  Edward  Fox. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  also  recommended  a  person  to  superintend 
the  making  of  paper  for  loan -omce  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange.  Con- 
gress proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr,  Geoi^ge 
Bright  was  elected. 

^^  liercas,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Congress?  of  March  2d, 
a  volunteer  corps  of  cavalry  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  under  the  command 
of  the  hon.  gen.  Nelson,  are  now  in  this  city,  on  their  way  to  the  army^  under 
the  command  of  gen.  Washington :  and,  whereas,  the  removal  of  the  enemy 
frsm  this  state  renders  the  employment  of  this  corps  at  present  nnneeessary: 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  corps  to  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  hon.  gen«  Nelsoii 
and  the  officers  and  gentlemen  under  his  command,  for  their  brave,  generous 
and  patriotic  efforts  in  the  cause  of  their  country. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  add  as  follows,  "and  that  it  be  warmly  recom- 
mended to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  state  s  tu  imitate,  in  public  emer-  ^ 
gencies,  thevirtuous  conduct  of  the  volunteers  froru  Virginia:" 

The  previous  question  being  called  lor,  and  tiie  yeas  and  nays  required 
by  Mr.  Drayton, 


ay  yay 


Miw-liampshire,  Mi',  iiartlctt, 

Gerry, 
Dana, 
liolten, 
Mr.  Muehant^ 

Mr.  liosmer, 
Sheimun, 
A,  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewi^ 
Duer, 
G.  M<H*ris, 


J^'trw- Jersey f       Mr.  \Vidiei'Spoon,ay  ^^'?/ 


Alari/iandp 

N.'CaroSna, 

S,' Carolina, 


Mr.  Ghase, 
Forbcfl^ 

Mr.  n.  H.  I  ce, 
Banistc  r, 
T.  Adams, 
Htrvie, 

Mr.  Penii, 
Williams, 

Ml'.  Laurciis, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Heyward, 


Mr.  Telfair, 


!y 

iff 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  Ihe  lOciiu  question  was  set  aside. 

Ordi-ri'd,  That  the  letter  of  the  23d  of  June  hist,  from  the  council  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  stute'b  clothing  their  troops,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  take  such  meaflurea  and  give 
snch  orders  thereon  as  they  iudge  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceeding  of  Cfmigress  on  Tbursdajr  last*  durinjg  the 
audience  of  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  ms  mostCbriatiail 
majesty,  be  forthwith  published,  as  entered  on  the  jonmals* 

Adjonraed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday* 

MONDAY,  Jugust  10,  1778. 

Mr.  Harnett,  a  delegate  from  Nor ili- Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

A  leUer,  of  the  3d  and  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-Flaiiis,  waa 

read,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed  : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  artillery,  witk 
hrieadier  Knox's  letter  and  observations,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  theinlisting  the  draughts  who 
are  willing  to  enter  into  the  servise  for  three  years,  or  duruig  the  war,  be  also 
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referred  to  the  board  (if  war;  and  that  thej  be  directed  to  prepare  a  resolu- 
tion for  tliat  piirposp,  ;ind  report  the  same  as  soon  as  possible : 

Tliat  so  niucli  of  the  said  letter  us  relates  to  the  clothier-general's  depart- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  t  the  raemben  chosen,  Mr.  8. 
Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Scndder* 

Sitohied,  That  a  commander  of  the  horse  be  appointed  to-morrow* 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Lee,  was  read: 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasurj. 

A  letter,  of  Julr  27th.  from  major-general  Green,  with  sundry  papera 
enclosrd,  was  reau. 

A  incniorial  from  col.  R.  Lawson,  of  the  4th  Virginia  regiment,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  pen.  Washington,  enclosing  a  copj  oi  a  letter  of 
the  4th,  from  col.  Laurens,  at  Providence,  was  read  : 

A  letter,  of  the  dd,  from  ^cn*  Washington  to  the  board  of  war,  with  sun- 
dry papers  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  thej  be  directed 
toi  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  July  28th,  from  Warren,  esq.  one  of  the  navy  board  in  the 
eastern  department,  and  one,  of  August  5th,fromgov«  Johnson,  of  Maryland^ 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read: 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  and  one,  of  the  1st,  from  major- 
general  Sullivan,  at  Providence,  were  read. 

A  leitcr,  of  the  7th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  under  arrest,  was  read,  informins 
of  his  ill  state  of  health,  and  requesting  a  relaxation  of  his  confinement,  ana 
accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Clarkson,  confirming  the  accoont  oC 
his  infirm  condition  ;  Whereupon, 

fietolved.  That  major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  permit  col.  B.  Flower 
to  go  abroad  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  at  such  hours  as  he  shall  think  most 
condu  c  i  V  e  t  o  h  i  s  health,  under  the  custody  of  one  or  more  vigilant  and  discreet 
officer  or  officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  George  Partridge,  esq.  to  Mr.  Dana,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  Timt  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Orderedt  That  the  letters  lately  received  bv  the  committee  of  commerce 
from  New-Orleana,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  agree  to  a  proposition  for  exchanging  gor*  Franklin 
for  gov.  M'Kinley : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Ee.^olved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  arrangement, 
and  that  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  ti»e  said 
committee  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
proceed  in  arranging  the  army  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Banister. 

The  committee  on  the  post-office  brought  in  a  report ;  "Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  14,04 1§  dollars  be  advanced  to  lUchanl  Bache,  esq.  post-  . 
master  general,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  the  said  R*  Bache  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen*  Mifflin/  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table* 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  commerce  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  on  tlie  committee  of  commerce  by  Abraham 

Livingston,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Curson,  for  10,000  dollars,  dated  Charleston,^ 

South-Carolina,  be  paid. 
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Orderedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  together  with  the  pflpers  and 
accounts  from  Raymond  Demere,  deputy  clothier  in  Geori^ia,  be  l  eterred  to 
the  committee  on'  that  part  of  gen.  Washington's  letter  relative  to  the  clo- 
tiiier-general's  department. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  colouel  I^awson, 
brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjouriwd  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  11,  im. 

A  DBGLARATION. 

WhereM  George  Johnstone,  esq.  one  of  the  British  commissioners  for 
restoring  peace  in  America,  on  the  11th  of  April  last,  did  write  and  send  a 
letter  to  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  a  memberof  Congress,  containing  this  paragraph, 
viz.  '*The  man  who  can  be  intrumcntal  in  bringing  us  all  to  act  once  more 
in  hainiony,  and  to  unite  together  the  various  powers  which  this  contest  has 
drawn  forth,  will  deserve  more  from  the  kino:  and  the  people,  from  patriotism, 
humanity,  and  all  the  tender  ties  that  are  aiVccted  by  the  quarrel  and  rccun- 
tilidliun,  than  ever  was  yet  bestowed  on  hunian  kind."    And,  whereas,  the 
said  €leorge  Johnstone,  esq.  on  the  l6tb  day  of  June  last,  wrote  and  sent  a 
letter  to  Robert  Morris,  esq.  another  member  of  Congress,  containing  this 
paragraph,  viz.  "  I  believe  the  men  who  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica incapable  of  being  influenced  b^  improper  motives;  but  in  all  such 
transactions  there  is  risk,  and  I  think  that  whoever  ventures  should  be 
secured,  at  the  same  time,  that  honor  and  emolument  should  naturally  follow 
the  fortune  of  those  who  have  steered  the  vessel  in  the  storm  and  brought 
her  Scifely  to  port.    I  think  Washington  and  the  president  have  a  right  to 
every  lavor  thatgratelul  nations  can  bestow,  if  they  could  once  more  unite 
our  interest  and  ^pare  the  miseries  and  devastations  of  war."  Which  letters 
were  laid  before  Congress.    And,  w  hereas,  the  said  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  hath 
in  his  place  in  Congress  declared,  that  <*en  Snndav  the  21st  of  June  last,  a 
few  dajB  after  the  evacuation  of  the  citjof  Philadelphia  by  the  Britisk 
troops*  he  received  a  written  message  from  a  married  lady  of  character, 
having  connexion  with  the  British  army,  expressing  a  desire  to  see  him  on 
buniness,  which  could  not  be  committed  to  writing :  that,  attending  the  lady 
agreeable  to  her  appointment  in  the  evening,  after  some  previous  conversa- 
tion respecting  her  particiilnr  connexions,  the  business  and  characters  of  the 
British  commissioners,  and  particularly  of  i^ov.  Johnstone  (meaning  the  said 
Geor;^e  Johnstone,  esq.)  were  the  subjects  of  general  conversation,  which 
beirjo;  more  confined,  tlie  lady  enlarged  upon  the  great  talents  and  amiable 
qualities  of  thai  gentleman,  and  added,  that  iu  several  conversations  with 
her,  he  (guv.  Johnstone)  had  expressed  the  most  favorable  sentiments  of  him 
(Mr.  Reed,)  and  that  it  was  particularly  wished  to  engage  his  (Mr.  Reed's) 
interest  to  promote  the  objects  of  their  commission,  viz.  a  re-onion  between 
the  two  countries,  if  consistent  with  his  principles  and  judgment ;  and  that, 
in  such  case,  it  could  not  be  deemed  unbecoming  or  improper  in  government, 
(meaning  the  British,)  to  take  a  favorable  notice  of  such  conduct ;  and  that, 
in  this  instance, he  (Mr.  Reed)  might  have  £  10,000  sterling,  and  any  ofTice  in 
the  coUmies  (meaning  these  United  States)  in  his  majesty'^  gift,  (ine;iiiiiig  tiie 
gift  ol  his  Britannic  majesty,)  to  \vliich,  finding  an  answer  was  expected,  he 
(Mr.  Reed)  replied,  *'  He  was  not  worth  purchasing,  but  such  as  lie  was,  the 
king  of  Great-liritaiu  was  not  rich  enough  to  do  it."    And,  whereas,^the  said 
paragraphs,  written  and  sent  as  aforesaid,  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.  and 
the  said  declaration  mtde  by  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  call  loudly  upon  Congress 
to  express  their  sentiments  upon  tnem :  ^ 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  said  paragraphs,  and  tho 
particnlars  in  the  said  declaration,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress^  can  not  but 
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be  considered  as  direct  attempts  to  corrupt  and  bribe  the  Coa^iehb  ui  Uie 
United  States  of  America, 

Sesolvedt  That  as  Congress  feeUsothej  ou^httodemonstrateytfae  higfiett 
and  most  pointed  indignation  against  such  daring  and  atrocious  attempts  t» 
corrupt  their  integrity, 

Betolved,  That  it  Is  incompatible  with  the  honor  of  Congress  to  hold  any 
manner  of  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  tlie  said  George  Junhstone,  esq. 
especially  to  negotiate  witli  him  upon  afiairs  in  which  tlie  cause  of  iiber^  is 
interested. 

A  motion  was  made  to  add,  "  and,  whereas,  the  conduct  of  the  said  George 
Johnstone,  esq.  in  itlie  aforesaid  pai ticular»>,  unavoidably  elU«cts  his  col- 
leagues iu  commission,  and  unfavourably  impresses  the  uuud,  lliiil  iuii 
confidence  cannot  be  placed  in  them  i  therefore^ 

Besolvidf  That  Congress  will  nott  in  anj  degree,  negotiate  with  the 
present  British  commissioners  in  America*  for  restoring  oeace:'* 

On  which  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  bjr  Mr.  Chase, 


I9euhffatnji.shir€j  Mr.  Bartlet^ 
H^Mi^ttU'^ajff  Mr.  Gerry, 

Dana, 


Wiodf'Tshmdt 


Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Merchant, 
3klr.  Sheiman, 

A.  AdAiiii>, 
Mr.  6«MoffiS) 
Mr,  Withcrspoon,  no 

Scud  tier,  <7y 

Boudiiiot  no_ 
Mr.  Roberdeau,    no  yno 

J.  Smith,  excused  from 

voting,  he*   not  being 


no 


Mr.  CluLie, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 

lfr.lt  H.  Lec, 
T.  AdsmSi 
Harvi«, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
WiUiamj^ 

Mr.  Lauten^ 
Dravton 

• 

Matthtnvs, 
Ilevwiiatl, 

Mr.'raGur, 


present  at  the  debate. 
So  it  paspod  in  the  negative. 

It  wa:^  iheu  uiuvcd  and  agreed  to  add  to  the  iorcgoing  resolutions,  aa 
follows :  ' 

And  for  t!ie  propriety  of  such  conduct  we  make  and  publish  to  the  world 
this  our  declaration. 

Done  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  this  llth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  andseyentjr-eight,andin  the  third 
year  of  the  independence  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  re-consider  ihc  resolutions  passed: 

On  whicli  the  yeas  and  nays  being  rtuiuired  by  Mr.  Morris^ 


NeW'I/fimpskiref  Mr.  Bartlett, 
J^lussa*8its-Mai/,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Dana, 


Rhode-hlamlf 
Coimecticvt, 

^e-u--  York, 


lloltcn, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Ibr.  Sherman, 

A.  Adams, 
^fr.  G.  M"rr:^, 
Mr.  Witht:i-s|K>on,  no 
Scudder, 
Uoudinot^ 


N.'CaroUfui, 


Mr.ChaBe, 
FUiter, 
Vorben, 

Ut.  n  H.  Lee, 
T.  Adams, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Williamflb 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Hovwaid, 
Mr.  Telfiur» 


ay") 


at; 
no 


I- 

fur\ 

no  C 


Mr.  Robcrdeau,   fly  7 
J.  Smith,       oyS  ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Or de  veil.  That  the  declaration,  as  agreed  to»be  sigued  by  the  president 

and  published. 

A  motiuu  was  made,  that  a  copy  of  the  declaration  be  signed  by  the  pre*- 
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sident  and  ^at  by  a  flag;  to  the  commiasioaen  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain* 

at  New- York. 

On  motion,  ffpsolvrd,  That  the  consideration  of  that  motion  be  posponeci« 
The  committer  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  500  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  F.  Dana,  on  his  ap- 
plication for  the  same  ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warriint  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  colonel  Robert  Lawson^ 
late  comoiaiidaDt  of  the  4^  Yireinia  repment,  for  the  sum  of 460  doilara,  to 
indemnify  him  for  the  loH  ^  a  norse  killed  under  him  at  the  battle  of  Ger- 
mantown»  and  for  the  io§8of  his  bridle  and  saddle : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurerinfavorof  Dr.  Isaac  Forster,  deputy 
director-general  of  the  military  hospital  in  the  eastern  department,  for 
100,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  ftis  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  John  de  la  Mater,  as  requested  by 
the  doctor. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  <>f  Joseph  Nouise,  pay- 
master to  the  board  oi  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  ap|>lication  of  the  said  board, 
for  30,000  dollars,  to  enable  col.  Henry  Hollingsworth,  whom  they  have  em- 
ployed in  purchasing  provisions  to  discharge  some  contracts  he  is  engaged 
m ;  which  is  to  be  dmrged  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  tosnine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jugust  12,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  respecting  the  declara* 

tion  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  declaratiwn  passed  vestcrdav  be  signed  by 
Mr,  President,  and  sent  by  a  flag  to  the  commissioner^}  oi  the  king  ot  Great- 
Britain  at  New- Vork. 

A  letter  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Maxwell,  and  one  of  the  Tth,  from 
Adam  Ferguson,  enclosing  a  remonstrance  on  the  subject  of  tiie  detention 
sf  the  troo|is  lately  senring  under  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  with  a  requi- 
sition for  their  immediate  release : 

Ordered  t  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members 
chosen  Mr.  G*  Morris,  Mr«  Chase,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr*  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
.Witherspoon. 

A  petition  from  Henry  baron  Essich  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  the  conn 
Tuittee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  enquire  into  the  facts  therein  set  forth, 
and  to  grant  such  relief  as  they  may  think  expedient ;  and  farther,  that  the 
baid  committee  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  legion  command- 
►«d  by  count  Pulaski,  and  report  thereon  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harchant,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  the  lUh,  from  major-gen.  Mifllin,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  in  every  week  be  set  apart  for 

regulating  the  affairs  of  the  treasury  and  finances  ;  and  that  no  other  business, 

excepting  the  reading  and  disposing  of  public  letters,  be.  tiken  up  on  those 
clays  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house,  until  the  business  afore* 
•tid  is  gone  through  and  hnished. 

A  motion  was  made  that  Congres^ meet  twice  a  day : 

Question  j)iit,  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter  of  tlie  11th,  from  gen.  Nelson,  was  read  : 

Qrdendt  Thatthe  vote  of  thanks  to  gen.  Nelson,  and  the  officers  and  o-en- 
tlcmen  of  the  corps  of  Tolunteers  under  his  command,  together  with  the  lore- 
going  letter,  be  published. 
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The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered.  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thom?\s  Smith,  esq.  commissionLt  of  .j 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  ut  Perms vlvania,  for  40,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  major  l,ee,  foi  the  use  of  the  corps  of  light  dragoons  under  his  com-  \ 
luand  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  :  ' 

That,  on  the  application  ofthe  board  of  war  atod  ordnance,  a  warrant  issue  ] 
on  the  treagurer  in  favor  of  Mr*  Joseph  Nourse,  pay -master  to  the  said  board* '  «i 
for  10»000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  traasmttted  to  col.  David  Kennedy,  of  Win-  \ 
Chester,  in  Vii^ginia,  to  complete  the  barracks  ordered  to  be  built  in  the  said 
place ;  the  said  David  Kennedy  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  every  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  whose  duty  j, 
requires  !)i.s  bcin<i;  on  horseback  in  time  of  action,  and  whose  horse  shall  be  .  ^ 
killed  m  battle,  be  allow*>r|  a  sum  not  exceeding  rsoo  dollars,  t^s  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  horse  so  kill*  d  ;  Uiis  resolution  to  have  retrospect  as  far  as  the  . 
iirst  day  of  May,  1777  ;  and  that  the  a uarter- master  general  be,  and  is  here-  .  ^ 
by,  authorized  to  pay  the  value  of  sucn  horses,  not  exceedin^^  the  said  sum,  ^ 
t0  the  res  pective  suiferers,  on  the  facts  being  properly  authenticated.  \ 

Rmdved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  col.  John  Green,  for  keeping  two 
horses  during  the  time  his  wounds  rendered  his  removal  last^mpaign  out  of  , 
New-Jersey  necessary,  be  allowed  him,  and  tliat  theaame  be  referred  to  the  ^ 
commissioners  of  claims  for  settlement.       '  ■  I 

Conjjress  proceeded  to  tlie  election  of  an  additional  number  of  si^^ners  of 
continental  bills  ot  credit,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  William  Kush^.  ^ 
Mr.  Robert  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Guuninp:  Bedford,  were  elected.  ^ 

A  petition  Irom  Patrick  M 'Mullen  was  read  :  .  ■    ^  ^ 

Ordet  ed,  To  lie  on  the  table.  *  ^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  <tf  oi^rael  Knoblaucli^  { 
brottglitin  a  report,  wherein  they  represent,  that,  having  examined  his  leve*.  \i 
ral  commissions  and  recommendations,  it  appears  that  coK  de  Knoblauch  ia  *  ^ 
an  experienced  officer,  and  hath  served  in  the  several  countries  mentioned  '  \ 
in  bis  memorial ;  that  the  subjects  contained  in  the  said  memorial  being  vari-  • 
ous,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  boards  to  whom  they  more  particularly  be* "  \ 
long;  Whereupon,  *  j 

llesofrpd,  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  as  relates  to  contracts  fur  fri-  , 
gates,  be  reierted  to  tl»e  marine  comnuttee  :  . 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  arms,  linen,  cloth,  &c.  be  referred  to  the  board .  \ 
of  war:  •  , 

That  the  propriety  of  employing  col.  KnoUauch  be  referred  to  the  board* 
of  war,  to  report  thereon  upon  such  information  as  they  may  now  or  here-  . 
after  receive :  '* 

That,  in  the  interim,  colonel  Knoblauch  be  permitted  to  repair,  as  a  vo1uq«  ;.\ 
teer,  to  the  American  camp,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  liS  dollam-'  *V 
per  month. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow.  f '  < 

THURSDAY,  Jiigust  13,  1778. 

Uesolvedf  That  no  passes  be  granted  to  any  person  or  persons  to  jjo  into  ; 
New-York,  but  by  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chiel ;  and  that  major-ge- 
neral Arnold  be  directed  to  recal  any  pass  or  passes  he  may  haveffivento' 
'  any  persons  going  to  New-York  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  nave  not 
yet  gone  under  such  passes. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  from  the  board  of  treasury 
of  the  15th  of  April  last,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Saturday  in  every  week,  be  added  to  the  day^  \ 
already  set  apart  for  regulating  the  business  of  the  treasury  and  inaQije. 
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(Mend,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table  for  the  peraaal  of  the  members* 
:  V  to  be  token  into  consideration  on  Tuesdaj  next. 

I      Bmhed,  That  Saturday  next,  be  appointed  to  take  into  con8iderRtie& 
1^  the  state  of  foreign  affairs,  and  lhat  Mr.  S.  Deane  be  requested  to  attend 
Congress  on  that  day,  to  ^ive  them  information  respecting  the  general  state 
of  those  affairs  and  a  particular  state  of  their  funds  and  commercial  connex- 
ions  in  Europe,  and  especially  with  Mons.de  Beauniarchais. 

Ordered,  'ilmt  the  committee  on  foreii^n  aftbirs  lay  before  Congress,  on 
.  Friday,  all  letters  and  other  public  papers  w  hich  they  may  have  received 
from  the  commijisioners,  agents,  or  other  persons,  who  have  transacted  bu- 
.  siness  for  the  United  States  in  Europe,  from  the  original  appointment  of  the 
> . '  committee  of  secret  correspondence,  to  this  day.  ^ 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

*  '         .  '  '  f:'       VBID  AY ,  August  14,  UTB. 

•  A  letter,  of  tlief  9th,  from  gen .  Washington^  was  read*  enclosing  one  of  the- 

•  '6th,  from  mnjor-^eneral  SulTivan. 

A  letter,  ul  Avi^ust  1st,  from  Mr,  Huntington,  one  of  the  delegates  from 
Connecticut,  at  N6r\v  ich,  d  irec  ted  to  the  delegates  of  that  state  in  Congress, 
was  laid  befoT^'Congress,  and  read,  setting  forth  sundry  evils  and  abuses  in 
I    the  hospitufs  in  ithe  eastern  district :  Whereupon, 
\  Besolved,  "^jiat  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  tiie  9ih  of  Janelast»  aotho- 
;  miugithe  HjeptfTy'direfctor-general  of  eastern  department^ 

I ! '  in  tfie-absence  of  the  director-general,  to  superintend  the  medical  affairs  of 
[    that  departiiiffnt^W,  and  it  is  hereby  repeawd ;  and  that  the  said  hospital  for 
i   the  future  b^t  U)^er  the  same  regulations  as  the  hospitals  in  the  other  de- 
partments, ^y.r 

I       Resolved,  Th^tthe  director  jreneral  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  state 
I  ,  df  *tlhe  hmpital^ri*  the  eastern  department,  and  give  proper  orders  for  the 
'  1  good  government  and  economy  thereof,  and  discharge  unqualified  and  sii- 
/  pernumerary  officers,  if  any  there  be. 

Whereas,  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  general  weal  that  the  enemy  at 
'  New- York  should  not  be  supplied  with  provisions,  which  may  relieve  the 
' distress  at  present  preTailing  in  their  army  and  fleet;  and  for  the  more  ef* 

.  fectual  execution  of  the  embargo, 
*  ^    Resolved,  That  the  vice-president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the 
^  .state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  station  one  of  their  gal  lies,  under 
command  of  a  vigilant  officer,  near  the  mouth  of  thp  Cape  Mav  channel, 
with  orders  to  searcli  all  vessek  that  may  be  outward  bound,  either  through 
Cape-May  channel  or  the  Delaware;  and  if  any  shall  be  found  exporting 
'•.  provisions  contrary  to  the  embargo,  that  the j  be  brought  before  the  govern- 
/vment,  to.answer  for  such,  their  misconduct. 

;  r .  '  Resolved,  -That  the  governor  of  New-Jersey  be  requested  to  take  the  most 
e;';eife^tnftl  measures  to  enforce  due.  observance  of  the  embargo,  as  Congress 
-consider  jt  ot'the.  first  importance  to  continue  the  distress  prevailing  in  tiie  • 
r'  -iMiemy!s* fleet  atid  army  at  New-York  for  provisions ;  and  because  tnere  in 
Mnoli  to 'apprehend  that  the  coast  trade  with  provisions  may  be  productive 
r  of  supply,  to  the  enemy,  either  through  the  vigilance  of  the  cmisers,  or  bj- 
V  ill  desigiiing  avaricious  men. 

A  petition  of  John  Hart,  in  behaU  oi  himself  -  and  others^  respecting  the 
f  capture  of  the  sloop  Peggy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  relerred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 
A  memorial  from  Thomas  Towson,  in  beiiaif  of  himself  and  others^  was 
read: 

.  Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  fo  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Hr*  Penn. 
Vol,  IIL  5 
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A  petifion  from  Patrick  Colvin,  at  Trenton^ferr j,  was  read  :  Wher€i^(j>»*-^.  " 
Resolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed,  iflie  has  any  Doii'ts^^ 

or  flats  belonging  to  the  public  at  any  of  the  ferries  on  th^  river  Delaware^*-, 
unein ployed,  to  lend  two  of  them  to  Patrick  Colvin,  to  beltjriiiiii  employed  . 
at  Trenton-ferry  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public.  . 

A  phetition  from  William  Allison,  guardiani  of  John  Blakelj*  in  behalf  of  -.. • 
the  said  John  Blakely,  \vas  read  :  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved  that  it  be  coutmitted  :  (question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

lEWcommtBflioners  of  claims,  with  theappro|Nition  of  the:.aQditttr-geiMunU,V. ' 

'll^^at  there  ia  doe  to  Thomaa  Edison,  his  paj'as  clerk  iiPthe  secretary's : 

office,  from  the  12th  of  Jane  to  the  12th  of  August,  1778,  inclusive,  l60del- 
lars,  and  for  his  expenses  from  York-town  to  Pbiiadelpbia, J MoHar8»niak-'> 

ingin  the  whole,  176  dollars:  "  ^  > 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  as  chaplain, »Kis  pay  and  sUh^  '% 

sistence  from  the  llthof  July  to  the  10th  ol  Ajugust,  ir73»  V^'^^^J^  iiKlu<&^;' 

sive,  60  dollars :  .  •      ..  ^ 

That  there  is  due  to  col.  John  Greene  for  the 

Itorses  in  the  fall  of  1776,  when  he  was  wounded 

and  which  were  necessary  to  carry  him  to  his  place 

8iQ0  dollars  s 

Oi*i{ereil,  That  tiie  said  accounts  be  paid.   ^.       ,  ^  -  -  - 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  j  *WT;crcupon,  /.C  fV, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fa^Dn^f  ^)x,  Pe«nr<siie  *•* 

of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North-(^arolina,  for  2Q0(X'<^Uajfs,  jibdvaiK^d.*-  . 

upon  his  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable.    ;'V*V   *         "  ••*  • 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  additional  nunS^e'r-of  signers. *-of 

the  continental  bills  of  credit,  and  tlie  liallois  being  taken;  fl#e  following ^t,e;v 

tlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  John  Shee,  Francis  Lewis,  jun.  W^flHagx.B^larsfrfiJI, 

loseph  Wilson,  James  Royson,  James  Little,  James  liowah,.'and  lsaa£;.A^>;  • 
.Tne  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial     the  fiiblof^si^f  '; 

Q^iird,  relative  to  Mr*  William  Straker*  having  made  re^rtdierton,  'ab4'.Vvi 

.ttopi^me  being  read, 

^i  J '  Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  papers  referred  to,  relative  to  Mr.  -?*' 
iBtraker,  be  referi*ed  to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  dfc:>  i*" 

,termine  whether  tliey  will  consider  Mr.  William  ^traker,  lately  made 
.  soner  by  the  count  d'Estaing's  squadron,  as  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Penn-  C*- 

sylvania ;  and  if  the  said  government  shall  determine  to  consider  and  roctiive  -*.. 

th(    " 


ae1)ate,  .  V.  .      \  .••••V*t';  v ' "  "rtj 

Or<ier6£f,  That  it  be  re-committed.  .  .  *  V  *  '*  .^5^1 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  cbmmitteet^the,  1^0190]^^ 

chosen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Harvie,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams,  v;* .  •  'I' 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  sundry:1ettei^^d:;V> 

papers  which  they  have  received  from  the  commissioners,  agejits^aiidcOttj^co^: 

persons  who  have  transacted  public  business  in  Europe.         i  *' \.  '  '^f 


Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY*  J^^aui  15.  1778.  \  .    :  r 

A  motion  was  made  to  resolve,  that.1jli0  members  of  this  house  keepseciret;.^) 
from  all  but  the  members  of  this  house^'  under  like  obligations  of  secrecy. 
such  information  as  may  be  derived  from  an  inspection  of  the  papers  of  the  .  . 
committee  of  secret  correspondence!  or  from  hearing  the  same  read  s 

•.•■.»'■•'•.••' 
.    -  •••• 

Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNALS  #F  eON&RSaS, 


n 


AHer  debate,  the  previovs  qaeaiioii  was  moved«  and  the  yeas  and  najB  re< 
^  aired  by  Mr*  Doer^ 


Meuhffampskire^  Mr.  Bautlet^ 
Mano^9U§'May,  Mr.  S.  Ackms, 

Gerry, 
JLoveU^ 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

A.  Adam^ 
Mr  Lewia, 

Monis, 


Bhode-hlandj 


p.  Witherspoon,  no 


Scuclder, 
Ur.  R.  Moiris» 
Reed, 
J.  Smith, 


Maryland, 


N.-CaroUna^ 


Mr.ChMe^ 

Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 
Tfarvie, 

Mr.  Jt^enn, 
Harnett, 
WilUams, 
Mr,  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Mattfaewt, 

Mr..  Telfair, 


^9 


ay 


So  it  was  resolved  ia  the  aiVu  m.itive,  and  the  main  question  set  aside. 

It  was  then  moved  to  resolve,  that  no  matter  contained  in  the  letters  laid 
before  Congress  by  the  committee  for  foreign  aflbirs,  be  communicated  to 
inj  persons  out  of  Congress  without  permission  of  the  house : 

After  debate,  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


^'.'Hampahirey  Mr.  Bartlett^ 
^Saw^tU-BayfWe.  S.  Adani% 

Gerry, 

LOTCll, 

Holten, 
Rhnde-Ishinily  Mr.  Marchant^ 
Otmiecticut,     Mr.  Shennan, 

Hosmer, 

A.  Adainsy 
^ft»-Y9rk,       Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 

^"ethJeraey,     Mr.  "Witherspoon, 

Sciiddcr, 

Pmn»yhania,  Mr.  li  Morru^ 

Reed, 
J.  Smith, 


no  ytiM 

n#  r 

no  yno 
no  Cno 


Maryland,      Mir.  Chase, 

Plater, 
Forbes, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adamis^ 
Uai'vie, 
Penn, 
Hai-nctf^ 

WjlUams,  ^ 
Mr*  Laurens,  excuaea.^ 

Matthews,  ay  f^^ 

Hey  ward,  ay  J 

Mr.  Telfair,      '  ay  I 

Lang-worthy,  ay  >  ^ 


Virginia, 


N,'CaroKna, 


S,'CaroUna, 


Georgia, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 
Mr.  M*Kean,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended,  and  resumed  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  Hie  contents  of  the  letters  laid  upon  the 
table  by  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  be  kept  secret  till  the  enc^uiry  into 
the  state  of  our  foreign  affairs,  and  the  conduct  of  our  commissioners  be 

finished  : 

Anamrndinent  was  moved,  to  add  as  fidlows,  excepting  such  parts  thereof, 
as  having  been  already  communicated  to  the  house  without  an  injunction  of 
ieci  ecy,  or  having  been  read  by  private  members  or  others,  may  have  been 
divulged. 

Question  being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

N.'Iiainptslurey    Mr.  Bartletl^ 
Matke-ttU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 

Holten, 
^fok^kiand,    Mr.  Matdianl^ 
<mea&»^      Mr.  Shennaiit 

Hosmer, 

•  A^.Adamsjt 


Ntw-York, 


NmJetaty, 


na 


Mr.  I^ewis,  ay'^ 

Duer,  ay>(^ 
G.  Micyni% 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Scudder,  no 

Fmnayhxmia,    Mr.  R.  Motris,  no 

Reed,  a.V>ay 

J.  Smith,  ay  J 

Ddawa-e,        Mr.  M'Kean,  m  yno 
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Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  B.  H.  Le^ 
Banister, 
T.  Adanut* 


Mr.  Penn, 
Ilai-nett, 
\N  liiiam^ 
Mr.  Laurensy 

Matthews, 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  i^aestiou  was  then  put ;  and  the  j  eaa^  and  na^s  rec^uired  by  Mr. 
Chase, 

Ntw-Hamp^hir€y  Mr.  Rartlctt, 
Mmm'tta-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 


Rhode-Mand, 
Connecticut, 


ft 

Permsylvama, 


Lo\cll, 

irolten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sheman, 

Hosmer, 

A.  Adanu^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 
.  Buer, 

6.  Monia» 
Mr.  Withcrspoon,  ay 

Sen  drier,  ay 
Mr.  K.  Morris^ 

heed, 

J.  Smithy 


lay 


Dfhni'tirr, 
JMaiylcuuJf 

Vit^nia, 

K-CanSna, 
S.-Car0Bnap 

Georgia, 


Mr.  ^f'Kcan, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.K.H  .  Lee, 

Banister, 
T.  Adams, 
Karvie^ 

Harnett, 
WiUiams, 
Ifr.  Laurens^  ay" 

Drayton,  no 
Matthews,  vo 
}  ( eywarcl, 
Ml*.  1  clfair,  »to 
Ltagworthy»  no. 


■no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  ot  this  clay,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read,  which  letter 
was  ac:c[>inj)ariit  d  with  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  a  general  court-mar- 
tidl  on  Fiedeiick.  Verner,  charged  with  acting  as  a  spj  and  guide  to  the 
British  army  ;  and  sets  forth,  that  as  the  evidences  do  not  appear  snffi- 
ciently  full  and  dear  to  touch  the  life  of  a  citizeu»  he  has  suspended  the 
sentence  until  the  pleaaure  of  Congress  is  known  s^'  the  letter  also  was 
accompanied  with  the  proceedings  and  sentences  of  a  general  court-martial 
on  ailjutant  Wallace,  Patrick  M^MuUen,  and  Henry  Love^  together  with 
sundry  certificates,  &c.  relative  to  the  matter ;  and  states^  that  as  the  evi- 
dence affunstthe  two  former  is  in  his  opinion,  insufficient  to  touch  tlieir  lives« 
and  as  there  are  several  circumstances  in  favor  of  the  latter,  he  begs  leave  to 
recommend  them  to  Congress  as  proper  objects  of  mercy ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  Fredorick  Verner, 
together  with  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  and 
the  papers  relative  to  the  matter,  be  referred  to  tlie  supreme  executive 
council  of  Pennsylvaniay  and  that  they  be  requested  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon  to  Congress. 

That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  adjutant  Wallace,  Patrick 
M'Mullen,  and  Henry  Love,  with  the  proceedinjjs  and  sentence  of  thegen- 
eral  court-uiai  tial  on  them,  and  the  certificates,  «S^c.  relative  to  the  matter, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Bf archant* 
Mr.  James  Smith,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commisdoners  of  claims^  the 
auditor-general  reports* 

That  were  is  due,  to  Bnran  Leflferty,  for  his  subsistence  as  a  prisoner 
(agreeable  to  the  articles  of  capitulation  with  major-general  Schuyler,  Jan- 
uary 18,  1776,)  from  the  2d  of  August,  1777,  to  the  29th  of  July,  1778, 
both  days  inclusive,  51  weeks  and  four  days*  at  £8  shillings  per  week,  the 
sum  allowed  bjr  Congress,  192  40-90  dollars : 

Ordereif  That  the  said  accaant  be  paid. 
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The  eommittee  on  the  treasury  bnmglit  in  a  report.;  Whereupon, 
Oriited^  That  a  warrant  isaae  on  Thomas  Smith*  esq.  commissioDer  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  PennsyWania,  in  favour  of  the 
Goumittee  of  coromerce*  for  10^646  60-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
Simuel  and  Isaac  Penrose,  on  account  of  a  balance  due  to  them  by  the  secret 
committee  for  freight  of  a  cargo  by  the  ship  Sally,  delivered  at  Cadiz^ 
and  lor  demurrage  of  the  said  snip  »  the  committee  of  commerce  to  be  ao* 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  introduced,  and  that  a  seat  be  prepared  for 
him  at  the  end  of  the  lower  table,  on  the  president's  right  iuud. 

Mr.  Deane .  was  accordingly  introducea,  and  delirered  two  ■  letters,  one 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  dated  Passy.  March  31st,  1778,  and  one  from  Mens,  de 
Beaumarchaisy  dated  Paris,  March  £4th,  1778 ;  which  were  read. 
i  Mr*  Deane  was  then  proceeding  to  give  the  information  required ;  where- 
upon a  motion  was  made,  that  the  information  be  given  in  writing: 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane  withdraw. 

Accordingly  he  withdrew;  and  on  motion  made,  that  the  narrative  Mr. 
Deane  shall  give  to  this  house,  ot  his  transactions  in  France,  be  in  writing. 

After  debate  tlie  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
l>eiijg  required  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 


N.'Eamp9hire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mma*9lt^JSi^Ur,  8.  Adain% 

Gerry, 
JUpvell, 
Holton, 
JBindt'Mmd,    Mr.  Maiehau^ 
Mr.  Slierataa, 
Hosmer, 
A.  Adams, 
Mr.  I^vis, 
Duer. 
f».  Morris, 


J^Tork, 


JfeuhJer^ey, 


ay  ^y 

no  • 

no J 
no  ^no 

no 

ay\ 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  cy"> 


I 


Iklatvare, 
Moi'ylajul, 


Vir^nia, 


N,'Carolma, 


S^'CardSna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 
l^lr.  Banister, 
T.  Adiao% 
Harvie^ 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hainett, 
WillUons, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drii}'ton, 
He  V  ward, 
Mr.  Telfair, 


no 


Langworthy,  no' 


no  7 

iio'5 


no 


Scudder, 
Mr.  B.  Moixis,  na') 

Reed,  cyKno 
James  Smitli,  ?w  j 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  Uie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Chase, 


Rlmd^hland, 

ifen-Twh, 

JV'evhJtTiey, 


no 


New-Jlampahire,  Mr.  Baitiett, 
Maus^Hft-Sa^  Mr.  S.  Advn^ 

Geny,  . 

Holten, 

Mr.Maichan^ 
Mf.  ShcrmMi,  • 

Hosmer, 
A.  Adums,' 
Mr.  Lewis,  ^ 
'  Duer 

Mr.  \\  ittii  i'spoon,  ai/ 
Scudder,  ay 
PfumyhfOiiat    llr>  ^  Morris,  no 

'  '  "Reed,  ?!0  / 

James  Smitli,  710) 

So  it  passed  in  the  ne^iative. 

Resnhedi  That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in,  and  infurmed  that  Congress  desire 
iiis  attendance  again  on  Monday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  give,  from  his 


ay^ay 

no>  no_ 

no 


ay 


no 


Dtlawore, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 

Mr.  Banister, 

T.  Adams, 

Hanic, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett 

"Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Heyward, 
Ml*.  Telfair,  nt> 

Langwortby,  no. 
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memonr^  m  senml  aecMiiit  of  his  wbote  truiMctioiii  in  Fnam«  from  the 
Hme  of  his  firtt  arrival,  «■  well  aa  a  particular  state  of  tiie  funds  of  Coagresi^ 
and  the  commercial  transaoticQs  in  Surope»  cspcciallj  with  Mr*  Unaamsa 

chais,  and  to  answer  such  questions  as  may  l>e  asked. 
Mr.  Dcane  bdng  called  in^  aad  iafacawd  of  the  cleske  cf  GaDgrass^  wiUn 

4rew. 

A  letter,  ot  the  13th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-Plains,  and  one,  of 
the  10th,  from  mnjor-ironeral  Sullivan,  at  Portsmouth^  Rhode-Xalaod*  aMi 
one,  of  the  12th,  fioju  \\  .  Palfrey,  esq.  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjouroad  to  ten  o^clock  an  Maiidaj. 

MONDAY,  August  17,  177^ 

Applications  from  Mrs.  Wilson,  Fannj  Raddan,  and  Maria  Bam|«  §m 
leave  to  go  to  New-York,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read  t 

^    Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Deane  attend  in?  according  to  ortler,  was  introduced,  and  j)rncecded 
to  ^;ivc  the  information  required,  and,  having  made  some  progress  thereuQ^ htt 
had  leave  to  witlnlr  iw,  and  accordino;!}'  withdrew. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane  attend  on  Wednesday  moraiog«  at  ten  o'clock, 
to  proceed  in  his  information. 

A  letter*  of  the  llth»  from  gen*  Washugton^  enclasinc  one*  of  the  saaM 
date,  to  him  from  W« Palfrej,  pay>aiaster  general ;  also  alaller^  of  tha  lltli» 
from  the  said  W.  Palfrey  to  Congress,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  W.  Palfrey  be  referred  to  tha  board  of 
treasury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-jrcneral  MlUlin,  was  read,  enclosing;  his 
conuuissioa,  whicb«  for  reasons  set  forth  ia  the  said  letter,  he  begs  leave  tm 
resign  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  too;ether  with  liis  letters  of  the  10th  and 
llth,  be  referred  to  acomuuttec  of  three  :  the  members  chuaien,  Mr.  G.Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  nn.  Washinaton,  af 
the  S8th  of  JolVt  resfMcting  major-gen.  Patnam^and  the  report  of  tiia  court 
of  enquiry  on  tae  subject  of  the  posts  on  the  Highlands,  on  Uudson's  river* 
taken  last  year,  which  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  report. 

That,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts  stated  by  the  court  of  enqui- 
ry, and  consideration  of  (lie  evidence  laken  and  transmuted,  it  appears  that 
those  |)o«fs  w  ere  lost,  not  from  any  fault,  misconduct,  or  ne^li^t  nce,  of  ihe 
commanding  oflicers,  but  solely  thrpugh  the  want  of  adequate  force  under 
their  command  to  maintain  and  defend  tfium. 

Jie^alved,   That  Cougiess  agree  to  the  said  report. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  coo^issioners  of  claims,  the  as  - 
aistant  auditor>general  reports, 

That  there  is  dae  id  Charles  Cist,  for  his  services  in  atteading  the  making 
of  paper,  by  order  of  the  treasury  board,  the  sum  of  418  dollars,  inclnding 
his  expenses  while  on  that  service  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Timothy  Barret,  for  polishing  and  planishing  two 
copper  plates  for  engraving,  by  order  of  the  board  of  treasury,  the  sum  of 
21  30-90  dollars : 

lliat  there  is  due  to  tlie  following  persons,  for  boarding  and  funeral  ex- 
penses of  gen.  du  Coudrav,  deceased,  the  sum  of  695  60-90  dollars,  viz. 

To  Mary  House,  for  boaidiii^  and  lodging  him  and  his  family,  the  sum  of 
400  dollars^  and  for  sundries  famished  for  the  funeral,  the  sum  of  IS7  dol- 
lars, making  together  the  sum  of  5S7  dcdiars :  • 

To  Aroeha  Taylor,  for  crape  for  tha  fiinaral*  the  sum  of  74  60*90  doUaia  • 
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To  Martin  .Tacqiies  and  James  Gilliii^liain,  for  coffin  and  furniture,  the 
sum  of  80  dollars  ;  and  to  the  Rev.  Ferdinand  Farmer,  for  his  attendance^ 
kcait  the  chapel,  4  dollars,  making  in  the  whole  695  60-90  dollars : 

Orieredf  Tnattbe  said  aeceuiita  be  paid. 

The  cMisrittiee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  < 
Ordered t  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  oC- 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Isaac 
M eichior,  esq.  barrack- master  genenLl^  for  50,000  doliai«»  for  the  use  of  hia 

department ;  for  wliich  he  is  to  be-accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  63,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Cliarles 
Stewart,  esq.  commi^isary-genei  al  of  issues,  for  the  use  of  his  liepartinentt 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  one  of 
Ihe  delegates  of  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  for  500  dollars,  it  being  advanced 
upon  his  application  ;  the  said  state  to  be  acconntable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  ■  commiaetoner  of  the  contt- 
lentnl  loan*office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  fiivor  of  the  committee  of 
MBinierce,for  5555  50-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  Jonathan  Williams 
the  freight  of  180  balea  of  merchandtee,  imported  on  public  account  from 
France  ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
issue  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  to  tlie  said  board,  for  100,000 
dollars,  to  enable  the  board  to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  and  making  up 
clotliing,  and  to  continue  the  purchase  of  stockings,  shoes,  liaUaiid  blankets, 
for  the  army ;  the  said  Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 

JiewlvM^  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  as  respects 
Ihe  ^nt  of  money  to  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier  general,  be  re-comnittted» 
md  that  the  board  report  specially  thereon. 

Buolved,  That  all  the  loan-office  certificates  struck  by  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  Sd  day  of  October,  1776,  the  14th  of  Januaty  and  22d 
day  of  February,  1777,  and  860  certificates  of  1000  dollars  each,  numbered 
from  No.  1,  to  860,  of  the  emission  ordered  by  Con2;ress  the  17th  day  of 
January,  1778,  which  have  been  signed  by  Michae!  Tlille^;^^,  esq.  treasurer, 
or  Samuel  llillegas,  be  good  and  valid,  notwitlistandintr  suiue  oi  the  said  cer- 
tificates !iiay  be  issued  by  the  several  commissiotiers  of  the  continental  loan^^ 
offices,  after  the  date  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  appointing  Francis  Uop- 
l^uwon,  eso.  treasurer  of  loans. 

Hesihed,  That  each  officer  in  the  department  of  the  quarter-master  and 
liaVrack*niaster  general  attending  Congress,  be  directed,  from  time  to  time, 
to  render  to  the  seyeral  members  accounts  of  the  articles  supplied  them  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  cost  thereof :  that  such  accounts  be  paid  to  the 
pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  who  shall  give  to  the  respec- 
tive members  duplicate  receipts  for  the  money  paid»  one  of  which  to  be  left 
at  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  'to-morrow. 

T^ESD AY,  JuguaU,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  /14th,  from  brigadier  Weedon,  was  read,  praying  Congress^ 
for  reasons  therein  set  forth,  to  reconsider  rthe  resolution'  of  %e  \wi  of 
BlaiH^h*  for  settling  the  rank  oS  the  Virginia  brlsadiers;  or  if  Congress  will 
please  to  continue  nim  in  the  line  till  he  can  take  an  active  part  again  with 
propriety,  declarine  that  he  will,  whenever  that  is  the  case,  be  ready  and  ' 
willing  to  serve  ;  Whereupon  Congresff  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  disputes  have  arisen  botween  brigadiers  Weedon  and  Wood- 
ford, relatinn:  to  their  rank  in  the  annie?  of  tiie  United  States,  which  were 
iuially  detarMuae4  in  Qosgress  on  thci  19th  of  day  March;  1778,  in  favor  ot 
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brigadier  Woodford,  by  whicli  di  tenuination  brigadier  Weedon  finds  himseJif 
so  circumstaiictd  us  not  to  be  able  to  serve  with  the  main  aruiv  : 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Weedon  be  permitted  to  retire ;  that  he  hold  his 
present  rank  in  the  said  armies,  and  that  he  lie  called  into  service  wheneifer« 
nrom  a  change  of  circnmstances,  the  inconveniencies  he  now  labors  under 
can  be  removed ;  provided*  that  during  the  time  of  his  beinsretired*  he  sImR 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  either  pa^  or,rations«  and  provided  also,  that  untoak 
he  shall  be  called  into,  and  remain  in  service  dunng  the  war,  he  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  half  pay. 

On  passing  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  yeas  and  najs  being  required  by 
Mr.  Duer, 


Jfew-Hampskirey  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mma'tett^Bajft  Mr.  S.  Adanui 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  March  unt, 
Mr.  Hosmc  r, 

A.  Adtoms, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
G.  Mnrris, 
Mr.  Ebner, 
Scudder, 
Boudinot, 


JRliode-IsIand, 
Conneetuut, 


NeuhJ&rneyt 


T^  nnsyivamOf  Mr.  Hobetdeaii, 
Maryland,        Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 
Forbesy 

FirghUa,         Mr.  T.  Adam% 

Harvic, 
Norih-CwroUna,  Mr.  Penn, 

Uamet^ 
WOfianu, 

South-CaroBntt,  Mr.LuiKm^ 

Dmyton, 

1  Icy  ward, 


no  )-m 

919  >  no 

110} 

ay  5 

m\  ay 

no  ) 

atj  S  ay 

"«/  ) 

ay 


jay 


y      GcorgiOy  Mr.  I'elfair, 

I  L&iigA^'orthy,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  the  marquis  de  Britigny ,  was  read  s 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen^ 
Mr.  Dra)  ton,  Mr«  Duer,  If  r.  Lovell,  Mr*  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Chase. 
A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  col.  RadieVe,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  this  day,  from.  col.  baron  Arendt,  was  read,  entreating  Con- 
f^ess  to  permit  him,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  to  cross  the  sea ;  and  for 
that  purpose  to  grant  him  leave  of  absence  for  twelve  months : 

Resolved,  That  his  prayer  be  granted,  and  that  a  furlough  for  twelve i 
months  be  granted  to  baron  d' Arendt,  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

A  lettt  r,  of  the  ISth,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  legion  under  the  command  of  brigadier  count  Pulaski. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  respecting  Mr.  Fearer  and  Mr.  Kleins- 
meit,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Dawkins,  purser  of  the  Mermaid  frigate,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tne  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Mons.  de  la  Balme^  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  date  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  case  of  col.  Flower  | 
and  Cornelius  Sweers. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  col.  Knoblauch,  was  read. 

In  consequence  of  recommendations  from  brigadiers  or  officers  commancl«i 
Ing  brigades. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Grano  be  appointed  chaplain  of  the  brig^dol 

commanded  by  brigadier  James  Clinton:  , 
That  the  Rev.  Hezekiaii  Smith,  of  Haverhill,  in  Mfissarlmsctts-Bay,  be 

appointed  clin])lain  to  the  bngadt'  couunanded  by  brigadier  Jolm  Nixon  : 
That  tlie  Rev.  Adam  Boyd  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  JNorth-CaroliniS 

brigade,  commanded  bj  col.  CiarLei 
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Tbttt  the  Rot.  John  Hart  be  eppointed  chapUdn  to  the  brigade  late  com- 
manded by  brigadier  Weed  on : 

That  the  Rev.  David  Avery  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade  coni" 
nanded  by  col.  John  Bailyt  late  brigadier  Leamed'a  brigade. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  April  ^th, 
and  one  of  the  2d  of  May  last*  from  Mr*  Schweighauier*  at  Nantes*  with 
aiindry  papers  enclosed : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Also  a  letter  of  July  3d,  from  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  at  Charleston* 
South-Carolina,  encloaiu^  a  letter  iVom  Stephen  Cerouio,  at  (Jape  Francois* 
to  the  laid  Mr.  Livingston : 

Orderedf  That  these  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commereey  and  that 
the  committee  be  directed  to  report  specially  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  John  Baynton*  and  one  of  the  6th,  from  Andrew 
Lewis  and  Thomas  Lewis*  commissioners  at  Fort-Pit^  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  'Hi at  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  niiijor  biffelow,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  I4ih,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take  such 
measures  with  regard  to  the  making  up,  storing  and  transporting  the  imported 
clothing  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  as 
to  them  shall  seem  expedient  and  best  adapted  to  present  circumstances ; 
any  thing  contained  in  the  said  resolutions  notwithstanding. 

Ordered  f  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  James  Mease* 
esq.  clothier-general*  for  2a,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  answ.er  a  draught 
of  his  agents,  Messrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  of  Boston,  in  favor  of  sir  James 
Jay.  for  a  like  sum  received  of  him  by  the  said  agents;  the  clothier-genend 
to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  Henry  Dulhauery.on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  comradet 

Frederick  lintwa,  was  read: 

Ordertdy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY*  Jiugust  19*  1778. 

Mr.  Cyrus  Griffin*  a  delegate  from  Virginia*  attended*  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  the  appointn^ent  of  the  delegates  from  that  state*  which  were 
read  as  follows : 

**  In  thb  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  J^Iay  29f/i,  1778. 

Hemlved,  That  I'liomas  Adams,  Jolii\  Ilarvie,  John  Banister,  Francis 
Lightfoot  Lee,  Merewether  Smith,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Cjrrus  Griffin* 
Esqrs.  be  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  commonwealth  m  Congres% 
tor  one  year  from  the  llSi  day  of  August  next. 

ARCHIBALD  GARY*  Speaker  of  the  8$MaU. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISGN*  8.  A  VJ* 

A  letter*  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington*  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  of 
the  ISth,  fr  orn  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Rnode-Island,  was  read : 

A  letter*  of  the  irtb*  from  Joseph  Nourse*  secretanr  of  tiie  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  was  read,  enclooin{f  a  monthly  return  of  military  stores. 

The  marine  committee  having  informed  Congress  that  a  fleet  of  the  enenf 
is  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  their  streno;th  and  destination  unknown  : 

J\esotved,  That  the  marine  cornmitiee  be  empowered  and  directed  imme- 
(liatL-ly  to  equip  and  despatch,  with  all  possible  expedition,  all  the  armed 
vebacls  now  in  port,  to  aid  ilie  frigate  Cluuiere,  and  annoy  the  enemy. 

Qn  motion.  Ordered,  That  Uie  clothier-general  make  a  return  to  Congress 
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of  theiMues  of  clothing  made  b?  him,  or  anj  of  h\»  agents,  to  the  seveni 
resiments  in  the  cootiDental  service,  from  the  1st  daj  of  October  last. 

The  comuuttee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  jpea*  Washington's  lettiy 
of  the  4th,  respecting  the  department  of  the  clothier-g^neraly  brought  ins 

report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Ordered^  Thnt  Mr.  Deane  be  iiifotMned,  that  C()ni^re«s  do  not  expert  his 
attendance  this  day,  but  that  he  attend  on  Friday  next,  M  ten  o'clock,  ts 
proceed  in  his  inform atioi». 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  the  navj  board  in 
the  middle  district,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  captain  Nathaniel  Falconer 
and  James  Searle,  esq.  were  elected. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  repoct,  which  was  t^en  into  conu* 
detatioii;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  navj  boards  be  authorized  and  empowered 
to  appoint  and  constitute  courts  of  enqoir  j  and  courts-martial,  under  the 
direction  of  the  marine  committee,  to  examine  and  determine  all  oiiences 
and  misdemeanors  tn  the  marine  department,  according;  to  law  martial,  in 
the  same  manner  as  by  a  resolve  of  ttie  '6th  of  Maj  last  is  prescribed  in  cer- 
tain cases  therein  mentioned,  and  that  this  resolve  continue  in  force  until  the 
6th  day  of  May  next,  and  no  longer. 

Besolvedy  That  application  be  made  to  his  excellency  the  count  d'Estaing, 
tice-admiral,of  France,  to  purchase  of  him  all  such  prize  ships  and  other 
vessels  which  he  may  take  on  the  coasts  of  these  states,  as  he  may  not  choose 
to  retain  in  hi^  hands  or  send  Into  port : 

That  the  marine  committee  take  proper  measures  to  execute  this  resolu- 
tion,  and  make  monthly  reports  to  Congress  of  the  several  vessels  that  may 
be  so  purchased,  and  the  cost  thereof. 

Resolved^  That  the  marine  committee  be  instructejl  to  stipulate  for  the 
payment  of  such  vessels  as  shall  be  so  purchased  in  continental  currency  ur 
provisions. 

-  In  consequence  of  an  adju&Uueut  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor- general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  GiflTord  Palley,  for  providing  an  entertainment  on  the 
reception  of  Mons*  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  tiie  court  of 
France,  on  Thursday,  the' 6th  instant,  the  sum  of  14S4  dollars: 

That  there  is  due,  to  Richard  Ross,  for  riding  express  from  January  the 
15th,  1777,  to  November  the  1st,  £80  days,  a  balance  of  195  dollars. 

The  auditor-general  further  reports,  ' 

That  there  is  due,  to  James  Mdligan,  esq.  for  his  pay  as  commissioner  of 
accounts  at  the  board  of  treasury,  from  the  16th  ot  March  to  the  19th  of 
Aueus inclusive,  157  days,  at  five  dollars  per  day,  785  dollars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  William  Tnrnbull,  esq.  for  his  pay  as  commissioner 
of  claims  ai  the  treasury  office,  froni  J)ecember  3d,  1777,  to  Febrtiary  4tli, 
1778,  64  days,  at  four  dollars  per  day,  ^56  dollars ;  and  5tli  of  February  to 
the  18th  of  August,  inclusive,  195  days,  at  five  dollars  per  day,  975  dollars; 
in  all,  1231  dollars: 

That  there  is  due,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ewinp:,  for  his  pay  as  clerk  to  the  board 
of  treasury  luxl  coimnissiuners  of  claim?,  trnin  the  28th  of  December,  1777, 
to  tlie  2btli  oi  July,  1778,  seven  months,  at  7o  doilais  per  month,  j2o  dollars* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Wliereupon, 

Ordered,  That  upon  application  of  tiie  board  of  war  and  ordnance^  a  war- 
rjint  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  cooimissioner  of  the  contioeDtal  loan*oifice 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  6000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Mr.,  Joseph  Nourse, 
pay-imttter  to  the  board,  to  be  advanced  by  them  to  Thomas  JMIayberry^  of 
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New-Jersej,  in  part  of  the  sum  of  13,333  1-5  dollars,  which  he  is  to  receive 
en  a  conti'act  for  iron  between  him  and  col.  Flower,  commissary-geiieral 
of  militarj-stores,  dated  at  Lebanon,  the  28th  of  M»J»  1778;  the  iaid ' 

Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jiugm  SO,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  nugor-general  Arnold^  was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  report 
ilieir  opinion  on  the  necessity  of  an  additional  number  of  troops  to  the  corps 
of  invalids,  for  the  purpose  of  guards  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  if 
an  additional  nnmber  is,  in  their  opinion, necessary,  how  manj  and  tor  what 
purposes. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  June,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read: 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five:  the  members  chosen,' 
>Ir.  relitiir,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  M'Kinley,  esq.  late  pi  essldeiiL  of  the  state  of 
Delaware,  was  read,  soliciting  to  be  eatclianged  for  William  Franklin,  esq. 
late  governor  of  New-Jersej ;  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  sense  of  the  house  be  taken,  whether  it  is 
consistent  at  present  with  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  consent  to  the 
eichange  of  Wiltiam  Franklin»  esq.  late  governor  of  New-Jersey : 

Tiie  previous  question  was  moved ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  Deingie-* 
quired  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Jihode-Tsland, 
Comiedicutf 


v/J 


New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett,  aj^ 

Masta'tUs-Bai^,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay^ 

Geny,  ay 

hovcU,  ay 

Holten,  flf/^ 

Mr.  Marchant,  ay 

Mr.Hosm^,  oy^ 

A.  Adaou  oyS^ 

Ifr.  Lewi%  no^ 

Duer,  no^no 

G.  Morris,  noj 

Utt,  Elmer,  aif\ 

Rcudder,  ay  XQf 

Boudinot,  ay  J 

Mr.  Itoberdcau,  ay 


I'auisylvan  ia. 


Maryland^ 


iAT^  Carolina, 


S^CaroUna, 


lir.  Chase,- 
Plater, ' 
Forbes, 

Mr.  T.  AdaiiUH 

Harvie, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Ur.  Penn, 

Harnett, 
M'illiums, 
"Ml,  Laurens, 
Drayton, 

Hevward, 
Mr.'  'IVlfalr, 


James  Smith,  ay  5  ^ 

Bo  it  was  resolved  that  the  main  question  be  not  pui 
On  the  Guestion  put, 

Jtesolved,  That  W.Franklin,  esq. late  goyemorof  New-Jexaeyy  is  a  pri- 
soner of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congress  consent  to  tiie  exchange  of  president 
M'Kinley  for  j^overnor  Franklin  ;  to  which  the  previous  question  wasnoved** 


the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

JUaryland, 

Virginia, 

/ 

S.'Caro&na, 


New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
MaMa*»tU'Baii,  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Gerrjr, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Hoamer, 

A.  Adanu^ 
Ifr.  Lewi^ 
Duer, 
G.  Moffia, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
I^oudinot^ 
Mr.  lioberdeau. 


Jih^de-Jiland, 


ay  )^ 


James  Smith,  ay 


Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Harvie, 

I?  H  Lee, 

iiiifiin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett^ 

■\Vi]li  arris, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Heywani, 
Mr.  Telfiur,  ^^Iav. 

Lao^ortby,  ayi.^  ^'^ 


flOr 
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So  the  main  question  was  Mt  aside. 

A  letter^  of  July  SSd,  from  John  W^reat,  esq.  of  Savannah,  in  Georgia, 
was  reaf^,  areompanred  with  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  COUrtllf  admi- 
ralty on  a  libel  against  tlie  armed  bri":  Hinchinbroke  : 

Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  relerred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  July  14th,  from  John  Sanford  D^itt,  ot  bouth-Uarolina^  witk 
an  invoice  of  clothing  encloseii,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  Ee  referred  to  the  board  of  wm  . 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt  I.  Stoddard,  was  read ;  ^Vhereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  coDBideration  the  re- 
port of  the  board  of  war  on  the  petition  of  capt.  Stoddard  and  others. 

A  letter,  of  July  22d,'frora  Raymond  Detnere,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  a  former  letter  from  fhe 
said  Mr.  Demere. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee :  the  member 
chosen,  Mr.  Forbes. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  sicur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  was  read,  inrormmg  that  a  French  sailor,  taken  on  board  ofan  Eng- 
lish privateer  by  an  American  ship,  is  confined  in  the  prison  of  I'hiladelpliia, 
and  requesting  that  the  Congresa  of  the  United  States  of  America  would  be 
pleased  to  give  orders  that  the  said  tailor  be  delivered  to  his  disposal,  uu  tiic 
assurance  of  an  equal  return  in  a  similar  case : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  com« 
plywith  the  said  request. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gen*  Washington, 
relative  to  baron  Steuben,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  ^en.  Washington,  and  that  lie  be  desired 
to  consider  the  same,  and  return  it  to  Congressi  with  his  opinion  and  ob- 
servations thereon. 

A  letter  from  John  Campbell  was  read,  setting  forth  that  he  is  settled  on 
Islands  independent,  and  in  a  counttr  deemed  neuUai  and  independent,  and 
that  looking  on  himself  in  that  li^ht,  he  desires  permission  may  be  gran  ted  to 
him  for  a  free  trade  with  the  United  States : 

Orderedf  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  Mr.  Campbell  be  informed  that  * 
Conmss  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  give  any  decision  on  the  matter. 

The  commitfee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  3000  dollars,  in  favor 
of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  tliern  transmitted  to  Messrs.  James 
and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia,  to  pay  wages  due  to  the 
seamen  on  board  the  brig  Morris,  now  under  their  care,  lo'aded  with  tobacco 
on  public  account,  and  other  charges  attending  that  vessel ;  the  said  commit- 
tee to  be  accountable : 

^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  ffeasnrer  for  500  dollars,  in  favor  of  Mr.  J. 
Wentworth,one  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  advanced 
vpon  his  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable :  r 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  250  dollars,  in  favor  of  James 

Green,  jiin.  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Samuel  Johnston,  treasurer  of 
the  rionhern  district  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  dated  the  l6th  day 
of  March,  1777,  for  that  sum,  in  favor,of  the  said  James  Green,  jun.  the  said 
state  to  be  accounUible  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  conimivsioncr  of  the  conti- 
nental loan -oiBce  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  tlic  application  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  for  17,786  dollars,  in  favor  oi  Joseph  Nourse,  their 
pay-master,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  for  equip- 
ping his  legion ;  the  said  brigadier  count  Pulaski  to  be  accountable. 

Adjennud  to  ten  o^ciock  to*morrow. 
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FRIDAY,  M^iat  21,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6tb,  from  gen.  \V'asliin^2;ti)n,  was  read,  wliicli  was  accom- 
panied with  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-gen.  Lee, 
and  enclosing  sundr J  papers,  comprehending  a  request  hj  major  gen.  PhU 
lips,  for  an  oflicer  to  go  into  Canada  by  the  way  of  the  lake8»  on  the  auhject 
or  clothing  lor  the  convention  troops  :  . 

Ordena,  That  the  said  papers,  with  so  much  of  gen.  'Washington's  letter 
as  relates  togsn*  Phillips'  request,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Coase,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  lie  on  the  table  for  ilie 
perusal  of  the  memberR,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Wednesday  next. 

Another  letter,  ot  the  19th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read«  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th,  from  major-gen.  Sullivan. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  tlie  councU  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read,  inform- 
iijgtUat  the  council  ami  a  comnattee  of  the  hon.  house  of  assembly  desire  9, 
eonfesence  with  a  committee  of  Congress^  on  the  sulject  of  fortifying  the 
river  Delaware ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  coun- 
dl  and  committee  of  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  business  aforesaid : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.H.  Leev  Mr.  X>uer,  and  Mr.  Scudder.  r 

A  letter  froBi  Fanny  Baden  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  go  to  New- 
York :  ^ 

Pesolved,  That  leave  be  not  granted. 

Hesolved,  That  when  any  persons  are  desirous  of  going  withii^tlie  ene- 
my's lines,  they  shall  apply  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  state  to  which 
they  belong;  and  if  the  said  executive  powers  approve  the  motives  and  cha- 
racters of  the  persons  applying,  and  shall  be  of  opinion,  especially  at  so  cri- 
tical conjunctures  as  the  present,  that  no  danger  will  ensue  by  granting  such 
permission,  that  they  recommend  them  to  the  officer  commanding  the  troops 
next  to  the  enemy,  who,  upon  such  recommendation,  may,  at  his  discretion) 
permif  the  persons  to  go  in. 

In  conscience  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  regiment,  for 
pay  and  subsistence  for  the  months  of  May  and  June  last,  the  sum  of  937 
54-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  s^iid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  reitiied  the  liiemorial  of  captain 
Pierre  Mordret,  report, 

That  the  case  set  forth  by  the  said  memorial  should  be  determined  by  a 
court  of  admiralty ; 

Reaolvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  S.  Deane  attended,  and  proceeded  in  his  infor- 
mation, and  having  finished  the  general  account  of  his  transactions,  from  the 
time  of  his  first  arrival  in  France  to  his  departure  from  that  kingdom,  and  of 
his  commercml  transactions  in  Europe,  especially  with  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais, 
he  iiad  leav  e  to  withdraw,  and  withdrew  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  100  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on  tlie 
u  ial  of  major-general  Lee,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mgust9.2,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day«  from  Benjamin  Randolph,  and,  one  of  the  same  day, 
from  col.  Proctor,  w^ere  read  : 

Orderedt  TImt  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  oi  the  irtii,  aud  one  of  the  18th,  from  baron  de  Kalb^  were  read  : 
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OrdHred,  That  the  letter  of  the  18th,  lie  on,  the  table,  and  that  the  letter  tfC 
the  irth,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  choeen*  Mr. 
H .  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr*  I^Tell. 

Two  letters,  of  this  daj,  ftomrcapftnn  Stoddard^  were  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Sweera  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  i»n  thetable»  untiL  ithe  report  of  the  committee  on  ih6  cas6 
of  col.  Flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers  is  taken  into  consideration. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Qrderedt  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse» 
pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  332,743  60-90  dollars, 
being  the  balance  of  the  sum  of  952, 743  60-90  dollars,  granted  by  Congress 
on  the  lith  of  June  last,  tor  can  vin^^  on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians; 
the  said  Joseph  ISourse  to  accountable. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  tor,  Congress  took  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  when  it  was  agreed,  that  the  report 
shall  be  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs ;  to  which  amendments  may 
be  offered  and  questions  taken  on  the  several  amendments,  but  no  question 
shall  be  put  on  the  report  till  the  whole  ih  gone  through,  and  then  the  i^uestion 
&hall  be  put  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended. 
In  considering  the  powers  of  the  comptroller^     ' ' 
A  motion  was  made»  after  the  words  '*  payable  by  the  Unltbd  States^'*  to 
Insert  **in  consequence  of  resolutions  of  Congress 
On  tKb  Question,  the  yeas  and  hays  (eing  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


jShe-Banypmire,  Mr.  Baitktt^ 
MtuMffUf-Ba^,  Mr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 


Jthode-Island, 

JPemmftvtmia, 

Jklttware, 

Matyiatd, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchaiit, 
Mr.A.ikdani8^ 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Moniflb 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.  Robexdeauy 
Mr.  M<Ke«ii» 
Mr.  Chase, 
VVMcr, 
Forbes, 


Virginia, 

N.'CaroUna, 

•  * 

S.'CaroU»a, 
Georgia^ 


Mr.T.Adsm^ 

Harv'ie, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Peon, 

Ibnietl^ 

WilliamSi 
Vtr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Laiwwortliy,  no\ 

Tel&i^  no) 


no 


So  the  states  being  equally  divided,  the  motion  was  lost. 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  farther  consideration  oi  the  report  be  postponed^  ta 
Tuesday  next.  '  * 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jiugm  £4, 177^. 

A  letter,  of  July  fiOth,  from  brigadier  Moultrie,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
of  the  IBth,  from  Dr.  Olinhant : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  clothing«depart- 
ment,  lie  on  the  table : 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  pew  establishment  of  the  army,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war :  and  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the  hospital,  together  with 
Dr.  Oliphant's  letter,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

Another  letter,  of  the  27th  ot  July,  from  brigadier  Moultrie,  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  James  Graham,  of  New-York,  was  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to.  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgjia. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Hod|2:son  &  Brown,  inhabitants  of  New-Providence, 
taken  on  board  the  ship  Chaiioite^  by  the  Hcet  under  the  commttiid  of  tb^ 
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count  (rEstainji;,  and  confined  in  the  new  gaol  of  Pliiladelphia,  was  read, 
prating  Congress  to  consider  their  case  and  to  grant  whatever  indulgence 
their  situation  may  be  judged  eniiiled  to: 

Order pd.  That  the  said  Messrs.  Hodgson  &  Brown  he  informed,  tliat  they, 
being  prisoners  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  not  inhabitants  of  an^^^  of 
these  United  States,  their  application  for  indulgence  must  be  made  to  the 
MiDister  of  Frtnce* 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  coL  Wadeworthj  commissaYy-general  of  pur^ 
ehasee,  was  read :  Wberenpon, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  let- 
ter of  July  23d,  from  the  said  commissary  to  his  deputy  Ephraim  Blaine, 
esq.  wherein  the  said  committee  report  as  their  opinion,     that  the  trans- 
portation of  flour  to  the  east^n  states  bj  sea*  is  wise  and  uecessarj 
Whereupon, 

JResolved,  That  the  commissary  s:en oral  of  purchases  do  procure  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  and  V^irginia,  on  liie  must  reasonable  terms,  * 
£0«000  barreU  of  fiour : 

That  the  said  commissary -general  of  pu  rchases  be  directed  to  prbctire  ves- 
•ela  for  the  transportation  of  the  flour  aforesaid ;  and  that  he  give  timelj  . 
notice  of  the  sailing  of  the  said  vessels*  and  confer  thereon  with  the  marine 
committee,  to  the  end*  that  convoy  maj  be  obtained  and  the  destination 
thereof  directed. 

The  committee  to  ^liom  %vpre  referred  the  papers  relative  to  col.  Beoja'- 
jliin  Flower  and  L'otnelius  iSvveers,  for  nml-pructices  in  oOice,  report. 

That  liaving  caused  Cornelius  Sweers's  deposition  to  l)e  taken,  (which  is 
herewith  presented)  respecting  lits  charg:e  against  col.  1  lower,  and  having 
confronted  Cornelius  Sweers  and  col.  Flower,  the  latter  did  positively  de- 
nj  all  and  ever^  part  of  the  charge  against  him  bj.  the  former :  that  during 
Sweefs's  ejcamination*  he  appeared  to  be  under  Ibars  and  apprehensions  } 
tiiat  durii^  col*  Flower's  examination,  he  appeared  possessed  of  a  confidenoe 
of  his  innocence  with  respect  to  the  charge :  that  col.  Flower  gave  in  to  the 
eomiuittee  a  written  declaration,  stating  his  conduct  in  ofRctt  which  is  also 
,  hereunth  presented  :  that  having  examined  Henry  Baker,  therein  mentioned, 
it  appears  that  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  Pliila- 
delphia, the  said  Cornelius  Sweers  did,  as  stated  in  tlie  said  declaration, 
mate  him  give  a  receipt  for  more  money  than  was  by  Sweers  paid  to  him: 
that  about  the  22d  of  June  last,  being  ordered  by  col.  Flower  to  arrest  Cor- 
nelius Sweers,  he,  upon  that  occasion,  told  col.  Flower  of  this  conduct  of 
Sweers:  that  col.  B.  Flower  J)eing  farther  examined,  it  appears  he  gave 
disorder  for  the  arrest  of  Sweers,  being  informed  bj  Mr.  Trumbull  that  a 
discoveiy  had  been  made  and  laid  before  Congress*  of  several  forgeries,  sup- 
posed  to  be  made  by  Sweers,  in  the  public  accounts  he  delivered  into  the 
treasuiy,  and  that  this  arrest  was 'ordered  before  col.  Flower  heard  tha 
Congress  had  given  any  such  order:  that  it  appears  from  col.  Flower's  pub- 
lic letter  book,  that  he  used  his  best  endeavors  to  cause  Cornelius  Sweers  to 
be  apprehended  without  any  loss  of  time  :  that  it  appears  from  col.  Flower's 
examination  that  it  was  alter  Sweer's  arrest,  and  while  he  was  in  confine- 
ment at  Philadelphia,  that  he  told  Cornelius  Sweers  of  liis  being  infoi'med,as 
stated  in  the  declaration,  that  Cornelius  Sweers  had  takeii  a  receipt  for  more 
money  than  he  had  paid,  which  particular  Sweers  admitted^  namely,,  that 
col.  Flowerbed  so  told  him :  that  Sweers,  having  been  repeatedly  questioned 
upon  the'point,  as  often  deelared  he  had  not  any  charge  to  make  against  coL 
Flower,  other  than  what  was  stated  in  his  deposition,  nor  did  he  know  of 
anj  other  instance  of  mal -practice  in  col.  Flower's  conduct  in  his  depart- 
ment: that  upon  the  whole,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  tliat  there  is 
sufficient  eviaence  on  the  part  of  Cornelius  Sweers  to  support  a  prosecution 
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against  col.  Flower,  whose  integrity,  in  their  opinion,  stands  unspotted ,  not- 
nvithstaQiiiiig  the  chATge  by  Swe€r8£  Wkftreupou«  Congress  {Mssed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Wliereas,  aiier  minute  enquiry  it  has  appeared  to  Congress,  ihat  the  in- 
tegrity ol  col.  Beiijiiniiii  Flower,  com missarj -general  oi  military  stores,  re- 
mains unspotted,  notwithstanding  the  chaise  bj  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy 
commiBflary -general  of  miiitarj  stores,  against  col.  Flower,  for  fiaiid  In  m 
office : 

Metdved^  That  col.  Benjamin  Flower  be  diachiiged  tern  liis  anrestt  vbA 
permitted  to  resume  the  fanctiona  of  his  office. 

l^hereas,  there  are  SO  many  strong  appearanees  of  Cornelius  Sweers  be- 
ing guilty  of  divers  forgeries  and  frauds  agabst  the  pablic  in  his  official 

transactions : 

Resolved^  That  able  counsel  bo  retained  onbeiialf  of  the  United  States,  in 
a  court  of  law  to  prosecute  Cornelius  Sweers,  for  the  forj^eries  and  frauds* 
by  him  committed  in  office  ;  and  that  the  books  and  paj)ers  (except  Sweer's 
deposition  and  letters  relative  thereto,)  and  the  accounts  in  possession 
of  Congress,  relative  to  such  .mal-conduct,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  such 
counsel,  as  materials  whereupon  to  gronnd  the  prosecntioii  to  form  and 
support  the  charge ;  and  forther^  that  coL  B.  Flower  be  reqnired  to  collect 
all  necessary  witnesses  capable  of  demonstrating  the  frauds  which  are  ap- 
parent in  the  pablic  accounts,  wherein  forgeries  are  sapposed  to  have  beea 
committed  by  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers. 

iie$olvp(L^\\QLi  the  bonrd  of  treasury  be  empowered  a^d  directed  tO  em- 
ploy the  tt)iui><  I  above  dii  ected  to  prosecute  Cornelius  Sweers. 

The  conninttec  ou  tlie  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrant<t,  amounting  to  3,000,000  of  dollars, 
issue  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  commissary -general  ot  puicha^ie^y 
for  the  use  of  his  department,  viz. 

One  on  the  treasurer  for  2,850,000  dollars ;  one  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq. 
eommissioner  of  the  continental  loan -office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvaniat  f^r 
'  100,000  dollars;  one  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  which 
sum  of  3,000,000  the  said  Jeremiah  W  ads^worth  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Pliincas  Kabcock,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  the  -aid  petition  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of 
accounts  at  Albany,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  autliorized  to  ex- 
;uiiine  iijto  the  merits  of  the  said  petition,  and  ii  uponsm  examiiialioi!  of  evi- 
dence and  other  vouchers  produced  by  the  said  Babcock,  they  shall  iind  that 
any  of  his  stock  or  other  property  have  been  (ona  Jide,  applied  for  the  use  of 
the  continental  army,  that  they  pass  the  atccounts  of  the  said  Phineas  Bab- 
cock for  as  much  money  as  may  be  reasonably  due  for  such  stock  or  other 
property  which  may  have  been  so  applied. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  gov.  TmmbuU»  and  one*  of  July  25f  from  Mr. 
Pi^sident  Weare,  of  New-Hampshire,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  l.lih,  from  P.  Colt,  esq.  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  duplicate  ot  the  warrant  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan, 
late  commissary-general  of  purciiases,  for  1  (){),U()0  ilollars,  on  John  Law- 
rence, esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-oliice  in  the  staf^  of  Con- 
necticut, for  the  use  ot  Peter  Colt,  esq.  dated  Jul^G^  1778,  be  made  out  and 
sent  to  the  said  Peter  Colt,  and  made  payable  to  him  in  case  the  former  war^ 
rant  has  not  already  come  to  his  hands  or  been  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

TUESDAY,  dugust  25,  1778. 

A  letter^of  the  14th,  from  B.  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay  •master  gener^ 
ia  Vii^iniay  was  read,  enclosing  bis  monthly  account : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  ' 

A  letter,  of  the22d,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jersej,  was  read:  . 
.  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the 'ilst,  from  ^en,  Washins:ton,  was  read,  enclosing  a  rae- 
xnorial  addressed  to  him  by  col.  Rawlins  and  other  odicers  of  his  regiment: 

Ordered,  1  liat  tlie  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  major  Gibbs,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  theSlst,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina. 

Another  letter  of  the  Slat,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  the  19tfa» 
from  major-geoeral  Sullivan,  at  Rhode-Island^  were  read* 

A  memorial  from  Garret  Steddiford,  was  read,  representing,  that  he  has 
the  commission  of  ensign  and  quarter-master  in  the  3d  Pennsylvavia  re- 
gimen t3  aud  prayij^g  to  be  allowed  (Mij  for  and  agr^dable  to  his  said  com* 

loissioiis  : 

Oidtrtd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 

According  to  order.  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
tte  committee  on  the  arrangement  of  the  treasnr j,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  major-genecal  baron  de  Kalby  toMr«R.Morri8f 

was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  ot  Mi  .  Joseph 
Nourse,  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  38,704  48-90  dol- 
lars, to  enable  thexn  to  pay  for  goods  purchased  of  Peter  Whitesides  and 
Co.  the  sud  Joseph  Nonrse  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  Mgust  26,  ITTB. 

A  memorial  from  the  marquis  de  Bretigny,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  letter  of  the 
I8th  v/as  committed. 

A  letter,  of  July  6th,  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham,  at  St.  Pierre,  Martirnque. 
directed  to  the  committee  for  foreign  iillkirs,  and  enclosing  sundry  papers 
rdative  to  vessels  captured  in,  the  West-Indies,  was  read : 

Orderedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  mem« 
hers  chosen,  Mr.  Hosmer,  Mr,  Drayton,  and  Mr.-Chase* 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read  $ 

A  memorial  from  John  Harper  h  Co.  owners  of  the  schooner  tiibertj,  re- 
specting the  said  schooner,  ano  proceedings  thereon,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  referred  to 
t  committee  ot  three;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Smith,  and 
Mr,  Duer. 

,  The  board  of  war  report,  that  the  commissaries-general  of  purchases  and 
Wues  have  represented  to  them,  that  from  the  moving  state  of  the  army, 
parts  of  the  ration,  as  established  by  Congress,  cannot  frequently  be 
<NRamed,  and,  from  the  pecnliar  circumstances  attending  the  supplies,  there 
Ml  sometimes  an  over  quantity  of  one  article  while  others  are  extremely 
warce,  some  of  the  states  affording  greater  quantities  of  meat,  while  othem 
abound  more  m  flour ;  and  that  from  hence  great  embarrassments  arise  id 
tne<lelivery  of  the  stated  ration;  and  that  under  such  fluctuating  circum- 
•Uuccs^which  change  with  the  motions  of  the  army,  H  is  impracticabte  apd 
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trdublesome  to  applf  to  Congress  on  everj  altentlop  of  situation;  Where* 

upon, 

Eesolvedt  That  the  commaDder  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  UDited  States 
sbaiUin  the  army  tinder  his  immofliate  command,  and  the  commander  of  a 
department  shalJ,  in  the  armj  undi  r  hi»  command,  settle  and  determine 
according  to  circumstances,  the  ration  to  be  i>sued  to  the  troops,  from  time 
to  rime,  giving  an  over  proportion  ot  a  plentiful  article  in  lieu  and  in  full 
gatisfaction  of  such  as  are  scaice  oi  not  to  be  had,  and  Nvhich  have  been 
heretofore  deemed  part  of  the  ration,  reporting,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
board  of  war,  such  alterations  and  regulations  %  them  respectively  made 
in  this  respect 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  taken  into  consideralioii  to- 
morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  S.  Adnms. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bj  the  commibSiouers  of  claims,  the 
audi  tor -general  reports. 

That  there  is  due,  to  John  Pinkerton,  for  six  wiudsor  chairs  for  the  use  of 
tlie  treasury-office,  the  sum  of  36  dollars : 

That  there  is  dne,  to  LevalUn  Barry,  for  riding  express  from  June  Ist, 
1177,  to  Not.  1st,  and  contingent  expenses*  a  balance  of  £46  S2->90  dollars; 
I  That  there  is  due,  to  col.  George  Morgan,  for  sundry  contingent  expenses 
^id  by  liim  at  Fort-Pitt^  by  order  of  George  Clymer,  Sampson  Matthews* 
and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  esqrs.  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress,  being 
for  their  ei^penses  and  the  expense  of  two  expresses  from  the  Mississippi^  &.c» 
1867  68-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  report, 

That  they  have  considered  the  extra  services  and  peculiar  circumstances 
of  William  Bediow,  as  set  forth  in  his  memorial,  referred  to  them,  and  are 
of  opinion  tet  he  be  allowed  65  dollars  per  month*  whilst  acting  as  depntjr 
pay-master  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay*master  general«  in  addition  to  Iu8 
former  allowance  of  50 dollars  p^r  month  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  petition  of  James  Hawker,  captain  of  the  Mermaid,  prisoner  in  the 
new  gaol,  praying  to  be  discharged  on  parole,  was  read,  and  it  appearing  to 
Congress  tnat  the  said  capt.  Hawker  had  treated  Such  American  prisoners  as 
fell  into  his  hands  with  singular  humanity  and  tenderness. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  enlarge  the  said  capt«  Hawker  on  his 
|>arole. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jiugust  97^  1778. 

In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  by  brigadier  John  Patterson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Enos  Hitchcock  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed « 
diaplain  to  the  Massachusetts  brigade,  commanded^y  brigadier  J.  Patterson* 

A  memorial  from  Hyam  Solomon,  late  ot  the  city  of  l^ew*¥ofk|  wasread  t 

Ordtvf^d,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made  that  Congress  meet  twice  a  day  ;  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved  that  the  consideration  of  that  question  be  postponed  i  ques- 
tion put,  ike  states  were  equally  divided,  and  tlie  motion  lost. 

The  determinatio&  9f  the  main  question  was  then,  by  a  state,  postponed 
till  the  next  day. 

A  letter,  of  July  12th,  from  Kiohard  Ellis,  of  Newbem^  Nurth-Carolinat 
an4  directed  to  tlie  committee  of  conmcrcei  was  read : 
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f^r^rf,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  ©f  comaMrce,  iBd  that  they 


report  tliereou  if  they  judge  proper.  -       .  •  i  ^  j 

A  letter,  of  the  aiit,  Stephen  Stewwfd.  of  West-mer,  Maryland, 
anddireeted  to  the  committee  oi  commerce,  was  read,  desinng  to  k!M>w  what 
he  shall  do  with  the  ship  Chase,  and  intimating  that  about  2no  hogsheaiU  of 
tobacco,  belonging  to  the  public,  arc  now  spoilm-  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  direct  Mr.  bteward  to  sell  the 
tobacco,  and  fit  the  vewel  for  sea  with  ait  despatch,  to  take  on  board  a  cargo 

of  flour-  '  t 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  deFranccy  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 

was  read ;  , 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  said  committee.  _  . ,  .  _ 
A  letter  of  the  22d,  from  Mons.  Marmajou,  was  read,  with  sundry  papers 

enclosed,  relative  to  the  brig  Prudence :  .  #• 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  conumttee  on  the-  letter  ot  July 

Sth^  from  Mr.  W.  Bingjiam.  .  ,  r  »  u  u^i 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Mitchel  esq. 
deputy  quarter-master  general,  report,  .  . 

That,  as  the  deputy  quarter-masterffeneral,ea^  r#  io,  applied  to  the,|U(  ge 
of  the  admiralty  of 'Pennsylvania,  and,  by  his  authority,  on  behaU  ol  tne 
United  States  of  Ami  i  lea,  took  possession  of  a  ship  or  vessel  loaded  witn 
British  property,  sunk  on  the  chcvauK-de-frize  in  the  river  Delaware,  and 
left  there  by  the  enemy  ;  and  as  tu  a  merchants  of  Philadelphia  have  claim- 
ed the  ship  and  cargo,  having,  as  they  say,  bought  Aem  at  vendue,  when  the 
enemy  were  in  possession  oT  Philadelphia  j  and,  as  the  executive  council  of 
Pennsylvania  have  also  aet  op  a  claim,  on  behalt  of  the  state,  to  the  ame 
ship  and  cam  5  and  therefore  these  several  claims  must  be  determinedsby  a 
attit  at  laws  the  committee  recommend  that  John  Mitchel  deputy  quarter- 
master general,  be  authorized,  at  tlie  charge  of  the  Umted  States,  to  pro.8e- 
cute  thei  *  claim  to  the  said  ship  and  cargo. 

i?f  sofrrr^,  That  Con2;ress  agree  to  the  said  report.  . 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  part  of  a  report  of  the  commilfee  ot, 
commerce,  and  the  papers  and  accounts  of  Raymond  Demere,  deputy  clo- 
tiiier-«eneral  in  Georgia, brought  m  a  report: 

Ordered,  To  lieou  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  syeport ;  Whereupon , 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iaeue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  ut  James  Mease, 
esq.  clothier-general,  for  29,651  30-90  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pny  a  bdl  ot 
exchange  for  this  sum,  drawn  by  Messrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  ot  Boston,  the 
30th  ofjune  last,  in  favor  of  John  Bradford,  esq.  and  endorsed  by  him  to  the 
marine  committee ;  the  said  J.  Mease  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  manne  committee, 
for  510  2-3  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  an  account  ot  Messrs.  tloy- 
kinson  and  Wharton,  allowed  for  their  expenses  at  Baltimore,  and  on  their 
journey  from  tlience  to  Philadelphia ;  the  swd  marine  committee  to  be  ac- 

The  board  further  report,  that,  having  considered  the  petition  of  captain. 
James  Knox,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  dated  WhitQ-Marsh,  camp,  No- 
▼eodier.-  19th,  1777,  which  was  referred  to  them  by  Congress,  they  are  ot 
opinion  that  nothing  is  offered  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  was  authorized  to 
receive  money  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  company,  which,  agreeably 
to  the  establishment,  should  have  been  paid  by  the  regimental  pay-masler  ; 
that,  supposing  him  justifiable  in  this,  no  evidence  is  adduced  to  shew  that  U 
was  not  through  his  ne-lect  that  the  money  which  he  drew  for  the  oftcera 
and  men  of  his  company,  remained  in  his  hands  when  orde;-cd  ™  join  COU 
Morg^in's  corps:  that  in  the  petition,  il    set  forth,,, that- WJ  ol^doliara 
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belonging  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  were  delivered  to  capt.  Berr)"  at 
the  time  of  lui  receiving  the  order  to  joia  eel*  If  organ ;  whereas,  bf  Ae  de* 

Contion  of  cafit.  Berrj,  it  appeare  that  151S  dollars  had  been  delivered  lo 
im  by  the  petitioner,  of  which  618  dollara  had  been  lest;  that  the  endence 
of  John  Key,  relatiye  to  the  breaking  open  the  cheel^  appears  onfaTorable  to 
the  petitioner ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Knox  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
Mesolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  money  and  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  report  thereon  from  time 
to  time :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.Crerrjy  Mr.R«IL  Lee, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  proceedings  of  the  cpa> 
Tention  of  committees^  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter^  of  the  2401,  from  Washifigton,  and  w«  of  the  Ststi  from 
major-gen*  SalUvaQ*  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  letters  of  major-gen.  Gates,  of  the  22d  of  July,  and  of  bri^gadier 
Parsons,  of  the  21  st  of  Jaljr»  relative  to  clothing  purchased  bj  major  Bigelow^ 
&c.  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
esq.  clothier-general,  for  290,000  dollars,  to  be  by  hiui  piiiU  to  major  Bige- 
low,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  contracts  which  he  has  made  for  clothing, 
in  conseaueuce  of  orders  given  him  bj  the  commanding  officer  on  the  east 
side  of  Hudson's  river»  in  pnrsnanee  of  .the  reaolution  of  Coi^pcss  of  tha 
41li  of  March  last ;  and  that  major  Bi  <;i  low  settle  his  accounts  with  the  com- 
missary-general of  clothino;. 

Resolved^  That  major  Bigelow,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  all 
the  clothing,  which  he  has  purchased  into  the  hands  of  the  clothier  residing 
with  the  army  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  as  the  same  shall,  from  time 
to  tiinr,  bf  made  up;  and  that  he  transmit  to  the  commissary -gentM a!  of 
clothing,  particular  invoices  of  the  goods  he  has  purchased,  and  accounts  ot 
the  deliveries  made. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY*  Jiv^tui  da»  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd^  from  the  exectttive  council  of  Pennsjlvante*  relative 
*to the  case  of  Frederick  Vernef,  referred  to  them  on  the  15th,  wasrsad. 
A  memorial  from  John  Connollj,  prisoner  in  the  new  pmA,  was  read;' 

"Whereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  by  all  the  thirteen  states,  that  the  commissary- 
general  of  prisoners  be  directed  not  to  consent  to  the  exchan^'^e  of  John  dm- 
nolly,  calling  himself  a  lieutena&t-colonelia  the  British  service,  without  the 
special  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  directed  not  to  de- 
viate, m  auy  instance,  without  the  special  order  of  Congress,  from  the  reso- 
lution of  the  50th  of  December^  1777»  reUtive  to  the  citizens  of  these  states 
who  maj  be  taken  in  arms. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  baron  Steuben  be  requested  forthwith,  to  repair  to  Rhode* 
Island,  and  ^ve  his  advice  and  assistance  to  major-gmi.  SalliraD,  and  the 
armyunderhis  command. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Adams  have  leave  of  absence. 

A^joMrued  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mgust  29,  1778. 

Mr.  Henry;  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
'Copgr^ss. 
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A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read,  expressing  his  zeal 
and  readiness  for  every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  service  of  these 
states,  and  informing,  that  he  will  instantlj  set  out  for  Rhode -Island,  agree- 
aWy  to  the  orders  of  Congress. 

urderedt  That  500  doUars  be  advapced  to  b{^t>n  Steuben  $  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  memorial  from  col.  Knoblauch^  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Bmlvedf  That  cd.  Knoblattch  be  allowed  two  rations  a  day,  and  forage 
fur  two  horses. 

A  memorial  from  ihe  ReV.  John  Hart»  and  a  recommendation  in  his  favor 
br  brigadier  Scott,  to  be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade,  with  a  certificate 
that  he  has  acted  as  such  since  tlie  25th  of  July  last,  were  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  18th  instant,  appointing  the  said  Mr. 
J. Hurt,  chaplain  to  the  brigade  iate  commanded  by  brig.  gen.  Weedon,  be 
re-considered,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  J.  Hurt  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the 
brigade  commanded  by  brigadier  Scott. 

Ordered,  Xiiat  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Hurt,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
Resettlement  of  his  past  accounts*  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
Congress  took  into  consideratidn  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  papers 
and  aceounts  of  RaTmond,Demere  i  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  by  Raymond  Demere'  on  James  Mease, 
eiq.in  favor  of  Minis  &  Cohen,  for  5496  dollars,  the  bill  drawn  by  the  said 
Raymond  Demere,  on  the  said  James  Mease,  in  favor  of  Coshman  Poliock, 
for  1287  dollars,  both  which  bills  are  endorsed  to  don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  be 
piid;  and  tliat  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  J.  Mease,  esq.  ciothier-g|Bneral«  for 
0783  dollars,  for  payment  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  clothier-general  be  empowered  and  directed  to  pay  the 
bills  duly  drawn  upon  him  by  Raymond  Demere,  his  deputy  in  Georgia,  for 
tbe  amount  of  clotning  purchased  for  the  troops  in  the  continental  service  ; 
tbe  lesolnUon  |»ast  on  the  6th  of  April  last  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  500  guineas  be  issued  on  the  treasurer  in  favor 
<if  the  president,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief*  to  be 
laid  out  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  15th,  from  major- 
neral  Arnold,  report,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  against  Patrick 
'Mullen  is  sufficient,  together  with  his  own  confession,  to  Lunvict  him  of 
desertion,  being  the  crime  charged  against  him  :  that  tlie  court-martial  which 
tried  him  certifted  to  the  general  tliat  the  said  Patrick  M'Mullen  is  a  person 
of  most  atrocious  character :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Arnold  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not 
lee  cause  to  remit  the  sentence  passed  by  the  court-martiai  on  Patrick 
H«MoUen. 

Resolved,  That  adjutant  Wallace  and  Henry  Love,  upon  the  circumstances 
attendii^  their  particular  cases,  and  the  recommendation  of  them  by  gen* 
Arnold  tl  the  mercy  of  Congress,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  pardoned. 

A  letter,  of  the  98th,  from  capt.  J,  Stoddard,  was  rend. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  tiie  petition  of  captain  Stod- 
dard, and  the  memorial  of  captian  Stoddard  and  otlier  officers  of  the  2d 
regiment  of  light-dragoons,  having  made  a  report  tliereon,  their  report  was 
read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  2d  regiment  of  light- 
dragoons,  together  with  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  be  transmitted  to 
the  committee  of  arrangement  now  with  the  army :  that  ther  be  desired  to 
«iqiiire  of  general  Washington  whether  the  said  memorial  is  to  be  con« 
•idered  as  an  application  from  the  officers  of  the  cavalry  in  general,  and  to 
know  the  general's  opimon  as  to  the  mode  and  amount  ot  the  compensation* 
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vhich  he  shall  deem  proper  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  WfXtj,  fin 
the  extra  expenses  they  are  at  in  equipping  themselves  for  the  service. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  ill  a  report^ which  was  reid»ii||l 
after  debate,  1 

Orderedy  That  it  be  rc-committed. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  tVom  John  and  Alexander  Wilcocits^  wasreid^  i 
fMen'd,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  future  consideration*  • 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Mundajr. 

MOKDAT»«0tt^si,  irrs. 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  Mr*  M.  Vischer,  with  suiidrj  papers  relative^ 
Indian  afiairs  in  the  northern  department,  was  read : 

CMered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war> 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  Conntfcticuf^  was  readjj 
lesnecting  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  son,  the  late  Joseph  Tmm-i 
bull,  esq.  commissary -general :  i 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  was  read^ 
together  with  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Gardoqui  and  Sons,  at  Bilboa,  dated 
June  4th,  and  a  note  from  Arthur  LeCi  esq.  commissioner  at  Paris,  May  t^i 
l£th. 

A  letter,  of  the  9.7ih,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement  at  camp,  was 
read,  informing,  that  a  great  spirit  of  inlisting  had  taken  place  among  the 
soltliers  who  ai  c  brought  into  the  army  as  drafts,  and  representing  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  inlistmeat  oi  them  :  Whereupon, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  the  3d  and 
4th,  from  general  Washington,  on  that  subject,  was  called  for,  and  the  same 
being  reaa,  a  motion  was  uiade,  tliat  the  vscnse  of  the  house  be  taken  on 
granting  a  sum  of  specie,  to  be  applied  in  part  of  the  bounty  allowed  to  sol- 
diers inlisting  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war : 

On  which  me  yeas  and  nays  being  reqaired  by  Mr.  Duer, 

Mw-Hm^mhire,  Mr.  Bartlctt,        no  yno  Martjland, 
Jiima9tl?9-Bai^9  Mr.  S.  Adain% 

Lovett, 


no  yno 

710  } 


JRhode-hlamly 
Connecticut, 


Ftunsykmai 
Ikhtware, 


no  yuo 
no  I 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marciiaiit, 
Mr.  Uosmer, 
A.  Adunfl^ 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  iio 
Elmer,  no 
Scuddcr,  no 
Ifr.  R  ('hr  rdeau,    nh  i 
J.  Sniith,  f?«5 


no 

ay 
ay 
no 


ay 


no 


no 


Virgima, 


N.'Canilim, 


Mr.  f^hase. 
Plater, 

Mi'.  Uai'vie, 
R  H.Lee, 
GriiBiiy 
Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Williftms, 
Ifr.Laureia^ 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telfiiir, 
Langworthy, 


ay 


ay 


Mr.  M<Ke&n,        no  yno 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  report;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  and  safety  of  these  states, 
tiiat  the  tnosi  speedy  and  effi^tual  measures  be,  without  &lay»  adopted  for 
engaging  tn-the  continental  service,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  such 
of  the  drafts  of  the  militia  as  are  at  present  incorporated  in  &e  battalions  of 
the  respective  states. 

ReMved,  That  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  120,000  dollars,  in  continental 
money,  be  appropriated  and  forthwith  remitted  to  W.  Palfrey,  esq*  pay- 
master general  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  usual  bounty  of  £0  dollars  begtvett  toeach  recntjt 
who  shijiU  inlist  for  three  years^  or  auring  the  war. 
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Bssolvidt  That  no  soldier  be  permitted  to  inlist  in  the  battalions  of  any 
other  state  than  that  in  whose  service  he  is  at  present  engaged,  except  in  tfa!e 
artillery,  caTalr^,  engineering  departments,  and  provosts ;  the  men  so  en- 
gaged to  be  earned  to  the  quota  of  the  state  for  wnich  they  now  serve. 

Hesolved,  That  general  Washington  ho  directed  to  cause  the  money  here- 
by appropriated,  to  be  paid  into  tne  harnU  of  such  trusty,  active,  and  dis- 
creet officers  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  to  recruit  for  the  quota  of 
the  respective  states,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  not  eiiga|jed  for 
tiiree  years,  or  durinz  the  war,  which  each  state  shall  have  in  the  field. 

A  paper  signed  *'  Adam  Ferguson^  secretary -to  his  majesty's  commission,'* 
dated  at  New-York,  August  5Mth,  1778,  was  read«  setting  forth,  that<*  his 
majesty's  commissioners  direct  Dr.  Ferguson  to  transmit  to  the  president  of 
the  American  Congress,  for  the  information  of  the  Congress,  the  declaration 
of  this  day  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.  and  the  declaration  of  the  same  date 
by  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  William  Eden,  esq.  and  also 
the  requisition  repecting  the  troops  lately  serving  wnder  lieutenant-uieneral 
Burgoyne,  signed  by  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Hfiii  y  Clinton,  luid  William 
Kden,  esq.  which  several  declarations  and  requisitions,  accompanying  tho 
said  paper,  were  read. 

Qrderedf  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
(iq«  clothier^general,  for  S0,22S|  dollars',  to  discharge  the  following  bills, 
drawn  on  him  by  Raymond  Demere,  his  agent  in  Georgia,  viz. 

One  dated  April  dlst,  1778,  in  favor  of  John  Bsddely,  esq.  for  4900  dol- 
lars ;  one  of  the  same  date,  in  fiivor  of  the  same,  for  5100  dollars ;  one  of  the 
suae  date,  in  favor  of  the  same,  for  5000  dollars ;  one  of  the  same  date,  in 
favor  of  the  same,  for  4800  dollars  ;  one  dated  June  10th,  in  favor  of  James 
Anderson,  tor2422|  dollars;  one  dated  July  2lst,  in  favor  of  John  Walters 
Gibbs,  for  8000  dollars;  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the  sum  ol  3(),C22|  dol- 
Urs;  all  expressed  to  be  for  value  received  in  clothing  for  the  continental 
troops  of  the  state  of  Georgia  ;  the  said  Jaines  Mease  to  be  accounta ale. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gov.  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina,  to  Mj  .  Tean, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  tiiat  state^  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho** 
Bai,Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Harvie.. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scudder  have  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Septmher  1,  1778. 

The  delegates  from  North>Caruiina  produced  a  new  commission,  which 
WIS  read)  as  follows : 

•«  (L.  S.)  STATE  or  NORTH-CAROLINA. 

To  Whitmill  Hill  and  Thomas  Burke,  greeting  : 

Whereas,  the  general  assembly  have  made  choice  of  you,  Whitmill  Hill 
and  Thomas  Burke,  as  delegates  in  the  continental  Conn^ress,  to  represent 
this  state,  together  with  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett,  aiid  John  Williams, 
wqrs,  wfaii  have  been  heretofore  appointed  for  that  purpose.  We  do  there- 
rore  commissioniUe  aqd  appoint  you,  the  said  Wlutmill  Hill  and  Thomas 
Bnrke,  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  tn  represent  this  state  for  and 
danogthe  term  of  one  year,  nnless  soQuer  removed  bjr  the  general  assembly 
of  this  state ;  of  which  five  members,  to  wit,  John  Penn,  Corni^us  Harnett, 
John  Williams,  Whitmill  Hill,  and  Thomas  Burke,  we  do  empower  and 
require  three  and  no  more,  unless  prevented  by  unavoidable  accident,  to 
attend  the  councils  of  Con^re=s,  hereby  giving  and  granting  unto  any  two  of 
the  said  delegates  present  m  Congress,  fulf  power  and  authority,  by  their 
tote  or  assent,  to  bind  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  in  all  cases,  not  inconsis- 
watwith  the  constitution  thereof  and  its  rights  as  an  i[i(U'j)endent  sovereign 
people,  and  the  instructions  which  they  shall  receive  i  vom  tlas  blate.  Wit- 
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ness,  Richard  Caswell,  esq.  governor,  captain-general,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  said  state,  under  nis  hand  and  the  sea!  now  used  tor  said  state, 
at  Hillsborough,  the  13th  daj  of  August,  in  the  third  jeai  oi  our  indepen- 
dence. Anno  Domini,  1778. 

IL  CASWELIi. 

Bj  bis  excellenej^a  commamlt 

J.  Glasgow,  SioreUmf  of  ihe  StalU*^ 

A  lettert  of  August  SOth,  from  btion  d'Arendt,  wu  read : 
Ordereit  1*o  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Corneliiit  Sweers,  was  read  t 

Ordered,  That  it  bie  referrad  to  a  committee  of  three:  tlie  memben  Ch0^ 

sen,  Mr.  Dravton,  Mr.  G.  Morn?,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  ot  tins  day,  f  rom  col.  W'aiisworth,  was  read  ;  "Whereupon, 
Confess  resumed  tlie  cunsider:\tion  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war» 

dated  August  the  25th,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  empowered  and 

directed  to  apnoint  and  remove,  at  nis  pleasure,  an  inspector  ot  cattle,  at  a 

salary  of  four  dollars  a  day,  with  an  allowance  of  ene  ration  a  day*  and  forage 

for  one  horse : 

That  the  duty  of  the  said  inspector  shall  be  to  recelTe  and  take  account 

of  the  fat  cattle  at  camp,  from  the  several  drovers ;  to  inspect  over  the 
bullock  guard  and  pastures;  to  superintend  the  butchers,  and  see  that  no 
cattle  are  killed  but  those  fit  for  use  ;  to  keep  accounts  of  the  beef  dplivered 
to  the  brigade  commissaries,  and  settle  the  same  with  thein  every  month  ;  to 
see  tliat  the  hides  an<!  tallow  are  seasonably  delivered  to  the  commissary  of 
hides,  and  to  superintend  and  regulate  ever^  tluug  relating  to  beef  cattle  at 
camp. 

That  he  report  monthly  his  proceedings  to  the  board  of  war,  and  all  occur- 
rences  worth  V  of  notice  within  the  line  of  his  duty. 
A  letter,  of  July  20th,  one  of  August  1st,  and  of  the  llthof  the  said  month, 

from  major-general  Heath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  July  20th,  lie  on  the  taUe^  and  that  the  letter 

of  August  1st,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  August  29th,  from  the  board  of  war,  and  one  without  date, 
from  Mons.  llulker,  were  read,  respecting  cannon  arrived  in  North-Carolina  ; 

Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  letter  of  August 
the  21st,  from  the  board  of  war,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  lurtlier  in 
that  matter,  and  that  the  said4etter,  together  with  those  now  read  from  the 
board  of  war  and  Mr.  Holker,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tiiree :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Withetspoon,  and  Mr.  S.Adams. 

A  letter,  of  August  23d,  from  J.  Temple,  was  read,  informing  that,  after 
seven  years  absence  from  his  native  country,  he  arrived  at  New»York  with 
his  wife  and  family  on  the  third  of  that  month,  and  begging  leave  to  solicit 
Con«:ress  for  liberty  to  come  to  i^hiladelphia,  to  pay  his  respects  to  them; 
Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  leave  be  ^ranted  : 


On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being;  re( quired  by  Mr.  Dravt 


Lon, 


J^ew-HampsJurtf  Mr.  Burtlett, 

Gerry, 
I^ovell, 
Holten, 

Mr.  A.  Adam^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
QiMoRi^ 


no  ^no 


Cknnectteui, 


Penmjfhankk 
Ddaware, 


Mr.  Witlierspoon,«^ 
Elmer,  no 
Ifr.  B.  Morris^ 

Roberdeau, 
J.Smith, 
Mr.  H^Keui, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 
Forbes, 

Memy* 
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Virginia, 


^'.'Carolina, 


Mr.Ilmie» 

U.  H. 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hamet^ 
WilfiaiBflb 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton 
Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Tdfiur, 


no  >*» 


So  it  passed  in  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  secretary  inform  Mr.  Temple,  that,  if 
it  is  his  intention  to  reside  in  one  of  the  United  States,  he  do  signify  the 
same  to  the  state  in  which  he  means  to  resideyand  obtain  thdr  approbatioD^ 

preirious  to  the  granting  of  any  passport : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  i  cMjuired  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Kew-TIampshire^  Mr.  Rai-ilett, 
t/}£a»9a'8tt8-Jiatf,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
Lovell* 
Holten, 
lilr.  Marchant, 
"Mr,  A.  Adniis, 
Mr*Lewu^ 
Ducr, 


JUiaiie-lslandi 
Conneeiicta, 


Delmtxtre^ 


ay 

ayj 
mj  "^ay 
ay  yay 


Mr,  Witlierspoon,ay  ^ 

ayS  ^ 


Elmer, 

Mr.  a  Morris,  aHldiv 

Roberdeau,  no  5 

\Jr.  M'Kcan,  ay  yny 

Sait  was  resolved  m  the  aflirrnative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 


* 

Virginia, 

N.-Carolina, 


S^CaroUna, 


MA  Plater, 
Forbes, 
•  Henry, 

Mr«R  li.Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Hamett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matuews, 

Mr*  Walton, 
TeiaOr, 


WBDNRSDAY,  Sept^tther  %  1778. 

A  memorial  iVoui  Matthew  Irwin,  Az.ariah  Dunham,  and  Joseph  Hugg, 
tmread: 

'Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treararj* 
Mr.  Nicholas  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended^  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  execu- 
tive powers  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  states  southward  thereof, 

to  permit  such  vessels  to  load  with  flour,  wheat,  rice,  com,  pease,  or  bean^, 
for  the  eastern  states,  as  shall  come  recommended  by  the  executive  powers 
of  such  stated,  or  any  of  thcm^  to  carry  provisions  tor  the  consumption  of 
the  people  of  those  states : 

On  putting  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G. 
Morris,  \ 

New-Hamp&}drei  Mi-.  Baillett,        aij  yay  Maryland, 
Jtatmftti'JBay,  Mr.  S.  Adam, 

Gerry, 
LoveU, 

Holten,  ay  J  Virjpnia, 
MMle'&temd,  '  Mr.  liucbaa^ 


Connecticut, 

Jfimhlersey, 
Fmmyioama, 


Mr.  Hoatner, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

G.  M9rri8, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  )  .-^^ 

Mr.  Roberdeau,    no  5 
James  ^mitli,  m  y 
Mr.  Vandyke,      ay  ^y 


N,-Canl£tta, 


Geor^iat 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
AcHourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-momw» 


Mr.  Chase, 
Fhter, 
Forbes, 
Heniy, 
Air.  ilame, 
R.H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Uamet^ 
Winiamib 
Mr.  Lauren% 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telfiur, 
l4qg:irot%i 
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THURSDAY,  September  3.  ms. 

A  letter,  of  August  3l8t»  from  gen.  Waahingtoii,  was  reid,  together  with 
-  the  foKowin^  papers  enclofled  therein,  viz,  an  account  of  officers  for  ^vhom 
col.  Armand  desires  commissions  In  Iiis  corps;  a  memorial  of  brigadier  cln 
Portail,  respecting  the  rank  of  the  officers  who  came  witii  him ;  and  a  report 

of  a  board  of  jj^eneral  oflRcers  on  an  alteration  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  : 
Ordered,  That  tiie  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordtred,  That  a  wiirraiit  isHue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  llil- 
born,  for  500  duliat  9,  in  di»cliarge  oi  a  bill  drawn  by  !^aiiiucl  Johnston,  Uea- 
•urer  of  the  northen  district  of  the  state  of  North -Caroliaa,  in  favor  of 
Richard  Blackledge,  for  that  sum,  dated  Deceiober  Slst,  1776 ;  the  said 
state  of  Nordi-Carolint  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Or.  Jonathan  Potts, 
deputy  director-general  for  the  middle  district,  for  70,000  dollars,  of  which 
40,000  is  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals  thereof,  and  80,000  to  be  transmitted  to 
Dr.  Johnston,  assistant  director  in  the  northern  department;  the  said  Dr«  J. 
Potts  to  be  accouiitjible  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clo- 
thier-genenil,  for  131,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  answer  sundry  draughts 
oi  ills  agents  j  the  said  J.  Mease  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  David  Mosely,  for  £00 
dollars,  advanced  him  on  account  of  his  wages,  printing  the  biib  of  exchange. 

Eesolved,  That,  where  accounts  of  back  rations  are  presented  to  the  au- 
ditors of  the  army,  which,  from  death  or  distant  removal*  cannot  be  certified 
bj  the  issuing  commissaries,  the  auditors  be  empowered  to  settle  such  back* 
rations  upon  the  oath  of  the  party,  and  such  other  evidence  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  will  admit. 

Mesolved,  That  any  person  who  has  been  or  shall  be  appointed  a  brigade- 
chaplaiti,  and  previous  to  his  appointment  shall  have  acted  in  that  capacity, 
be  allowed  for  the  time  of  such  serv  ice,  after  the  date  of  the  certificate  of  the 
brigadier  or  colont  l  commandant  of  his  brigade  to  Congress,  recommending 
him  to  the  said  uilice,  the  pay  aiid  rations  or  sub^^irsteuce  of  such  a  chaplain, 
deducting  the  sums  received  as  rogi mental  chaplain* 

Resolved^  That  each  auditor  of  the  army  be  hereafter  allowed  for  subsist- 
ence one  ration  jper  da^  and  50  dollars  per  month : 

That  the  auditors  of  each  arjny  be  authorized  to  augment  the  iiaj  of  their 
clerks  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  70  dollars  per  month. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor  of  accounts  at  the  main 
army,  and  the  ballots  beinij  taken.  Jnines  Johnston,  esq.  was  elected. 

In  consequence  of  ana^justuent  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au< 
ditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Messrs.  Furedge,  Spanganberg,  Miller,  Shultz  and 
Shultz,  for  their  services  the  6th  of  last  month,  40  dollars  ;  . 

That  there  is  due  to  Uynman  Taylor,  for  making  two  chair  scats  for  the 
use  of  Congress^  27  30-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts-be  paid. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  sundry  reports  from  tke  board  of  war^ 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  gen.  Washington  hath  required  that  the  continental  troops  in 
Philadelphia  be  sent  to  join  the  main  arm/»  and  that  they  be  replaced  by  the 

city  militia : 

Besolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  conncil  of  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia be  requested  to  call  out  imint  <iiatt  ly  300  of  the  militia  of  the  state,  to 
serve  as  guards  in  the  city  of  Pliiladeipiua,  and  perform  such  othei:  military- 
services  as  may  be  icij^uired  of  them. 

/  ■ 
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Hesolved,  That  the  artillery  regiment  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  commanded 
by  col.  Tliornas  Proctoi,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  quota  oi  troops  to  be 
furnished  by  that  state,  which  is  to  be  credited  for  the  men  now  in  the  regl- 
ment,  and  also  for  any  who  ghall  hereafter  be  recruited  therefn ;  and  that 
the  government  of  the  Mid  state  1^  requested  to  furnish  coh  JProctor  with 
the  state  bottnty»  to  enable  him  to  fill  up  the  reg;iment  to  its  complement 
of  men: 

That  the  committee  of  arrangement  be  directed  to  consider  tiie  state  of  the 
officers  of  the  said  regiment,  and  regulate  the  same  in  the  manner  and  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  adopted  by  them  with  respect  to  othpr  aVtillery  regiments. 

Resolved f  That,  a  new  corps  of  troops  be  raised  by  the  name  of  tlic  trer- 
man  volunteers,  to  consist  of  such  deserters  from  the  foi  ei^n  troops,  which 
e  been  or  shall  be  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Greai-Britain,  as  shall  be 
disposed  freely  to  inlist  therein  : 

That  this  corps  be  inlisted  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and 
reifeive  the  usual  bounty  and  dothing  allowed  to  the  droops  in  the  senrice  of 
the  United  States :  . 

That  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  who  shall  inlist  in  the 
said  corps,  and  bring  with  him  the  several  articles  of  clothing  enumerated 
in  a  resolve  of  Congress^  passed  the  6th  day  of  September,  1777,  and  suffi- 
cient for  one  year's  service,  shall  receive  for  the  same  the  sum  of  56  dollars, 
and  so  in  proportion  of  any  part  of  such  clothing  the  rates  there  fixed  ; 
the  money  allowed  for  sucli  clothing  to  be  paicj  by  tlie  clothier-general  or  one 
of  his  deputies^  who  shall  ciiarge  the  articles  so  paid  for  as  clotEing  issued  to 
the  corps  : 

That  lieutenants  Fearer  and  kleinsmit  have,  for  tiie  present,  the  pay  of 
captains  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  be  empowered  to  inlist  the 
deserters  aforesud,  preferring  such  as  they  can  induce  to  leave  the  service 
of  the  enemv ;  and  that  captains'  commissions  be  granted  them,  provided 
that  within  three  months  from  the  Sd  day  of  September,  each  shall  nave  in- 
listed  at  least  30  men  : 

Tiiat  major  Klein  be  appointed  Uetttenant-colonel  Df  the  corps  of  German 
volunteers. 

Resolved,  That  lieut.  Charles  Juliat  be  permitted  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  in 
the  infantry  of  ire  n.  Pulaski's  legion,  and  have  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a 
lieutenant  lor  his  support : 

That  Mr.  Gerard  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  dragoons  by 
brevet,  and  be  permitted  to  join  tlie  army  under  gen.  Washington  at>  a  vo- 
lunteer, he  having  agreed  to  serve  in  that' capacity  at  his  own  expense. 

Beiolv^  That  the  intended  expedition  against  the  Senecas  and  other 
hostile  tribes  of  the  northern  Indians,  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  Cen- 
'gress,  of  the  11th  of  June  last,  be  for  the  present  laid  asides 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  pursue  such  practicable  mea- 
sures for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  states  exposed  to  the  incursions 
of  the  northern  Indians,  as  to  him  shall  seem  best  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances, calculated  to  check  the  ra  values  of  the  enemy,  and  .to  protect  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  liie  said  troiitiers.    '  - 

Resolved,  That  Saiiiuel  Aslie,  esq.  take  rank  as  captain  of  the  first  troop 
ofNorth-Carol  ina  dragoons,  froni  the  7th  of  May,  1777 : 

That  Benjamin  Mills,  esq.  take  rank  as  lieutenant  in  the  same  troop,  from 
Wyl5th,177T: 

That  William  Buford  take  rank  as  ensign  in  the  same  troop,  from  July 

16th,  ]  777 ;  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  boacd  of  war,  on  the  representation  of 
tel.  Georo;e  Morgan,  be  re-committed : 

That  t^e  report  of  the  board  of  ^ar^  respecting  major  Mullens,  be  re- 
urred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
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Besohfd,  That  till  the  1st  daj  of  NoTeiaber  neit»  Congress  meet  every 
noniing  at  nine  o^clock,  and  adjourn,  at  ooe  oVlock»  nnleia  aU  the  menihei* 
present  shall  consent  to  continue  sitting;  and  every  afternooD*  Wednesdayt 
and  Saturdajrs  excepted,  meet  at  three  and  adjourn  at  six  o^clock»  unless  it 
shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  to  continue  sitting  ;  provided)  alwaySi  that 
there  shall  be  no  debate  on  the  question  for  adjournment. 

A  motion  being  made  on  the  requisition  of  the  «?ar}  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  William  Eden,  respecting  the  troops  lately  serving  under  lieu- 
tenaiit-general  Burgoyne,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  said  troops  irom 
their  presentplacc  of  confinement ; 

Otielredf  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  three  o'clock 
to-morrow* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o^dock  to  morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  4,  irrS. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  W  hereupon, 
"Resolved,  That  any  regimental  oflicor,  who  lias  been,  or  shall  be,  ordered 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  olhcer  ol  any  department,  on  bu- 
siness not  incidental  to  his  office,  and  distant  from  camp,  be  allowed,  for  the 
expense  of  himself  and  horse,  three  dollars  a  day«  whilst  necessarily  em- 
ployed on  such  service. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  August  26th,  from  the 
,  hoard  of  war,  relative  to  the  expense  of  fittina  up  Mr.  Dickinson's  bouse  for 
\  the  residence  of  Mons*  Gerard*  report,  that  they  have  waited  on  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, who  shewed  them  a  contract  entered  tnto-hetween  him  and  the  board 
'  of  war,  whereby  it  appears  that  tbe«repairs  are  to  be  at  tlw  expense  of  the 
United  States ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  bo  discharged. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  do,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  prepare  and  report  to  Congi  a  state  ot  liic  debts  and  con- 
tracts of  the  United  States,  and  an  cstuaate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  fulfil 
and  discharge  such  debts  and  couUacts  : 

That  the  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  such  persons,  and  call  for 
such  accounts  and  papers  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  above  mea-v 
tioned. 

That  the  members  of  the  secret  committee,  now  present,  be  a  committee  to 
close  the  accounts  of  that  committee,  and  deliver  them  to  the  committee  of 
commerce,  and  that  the  said  members  be  authorized  to  employ  proper  per- 
sons for  adjusting  and  closinji;  the  accounts  of  the  secret  committee. 

The  romiuitiee  of  commerce  hiid  before  Congress  an  invoice  of  sundry  ar- 
ticles shipped  on  board  the  French  tartan  la  Ceres,  capt.  Claude  Icarn,  by 
order  ot  the  late  Thomas  Morris,  esq,  of  Philadelphia,  and  consigned  to  Wil- 
liam Bingham,  esq.  in  Martinique,  fur  account  and  ribque  ol  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  14,437  15  1,  French  money : 

OrdqreAt  That  the  committee  of  commerce  liquidate  and  pay  the  said  ac* 
count. 

Congress  being  informed  that  the  books  and  papers  of  Thomas  MorriS| 
late  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  France,  are  deposited  with  the 
commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or  some  of  them ;  and  the  hon.  Robert 
Morris,  esq.  surviving  partner  and  administrator  of  the  deceased,  applying  to 
this  house,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  him,  so  that  he  may  proceed 
to  a  settlement  of  the  estate,  Ac. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  or  commissioner,  who  shall  be  possessed 
oftlie  said  books  and  papers  when  this  order  arrives,  deliver  the  same,  both 
public  and  private,  to  the  said  Robert  Morris,  or  tolas  order. 

A'ietter,  of  the  Ist^  from  L  Murray  to  Bfr.  Robert  Morris,  was  laid  before 
Congress^  and  read : 
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(hdereAf  That  it  be  referr^  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  J.  Nourse,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to 
resign  lag  office  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance,  and  pay-master  to  the 
board  ef  war  ftnd  ordDance  s 

Orieredf  To  lie  on  the  table  for  conaideraiioii. 

-  Three  oVlook,  P.  M* 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  fromgeB.  Waahiiigtoii,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  of  August  29th,  from  major-^en.  Sullivan,  ofi  the  north  end  of  Rhode- 

Island,  o;Tving  an  account  of  an  action  with  the  enemy  on  the  said  29th. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major-geAerai  buliivaa  be  referred  to  the 
somnnttee  of  inteiiigence. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  arrangement,  to  whom  the  letter  of  June 
the  11th,  from  tlie  council  oi  warof  Rhode-Ibland  wab  referred,  be  dischan^- 
ed  from  proceeding  thereon,  and  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  t  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hosmer»  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  R. 
lLI«ee. 

According  to  order.  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  motion  on  the  re- 
quisition mirae  by  the  earl  of  Carliale,  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  William  Eden, 
nspectiDg  the  troops  of  the  convention  of-  Saratoga,  which  was  read  as 

fellotvs  : 

Whereas  Congress,  did, on  the  8th  day  of  January,  1778,  resolve  thattheera- 
barkation  of  lieutenaut-^neral  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  his  command 
be  suspended  till  a  distmct  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  convention  of 
Sarato|^a  shall  be  properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  Congress : 

Rei>uivtd,  That  no  ratification  oi  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  which  may 
be  tendered  in  consequence  of  pimers,  which  only  reach  that  case  by  con- 
struction and  infplication,  or  which  may  subject  whatever  is  transacted  re- 
lative to  it  to  the  fntnre  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  (crown  or) 
parliament  of  Gi^t-Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  Congress. 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  *' crown  or,'^  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

NexD-Hampshire^  Mr,  Barllett, 
Mma*»tU-£a^  Mr.  S.  Adam% 

Lovell, 


Mhode-Tslandy 


^"no-Jerseyt 
Pennn/hwuOf 


Holten, 

IVTr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Hosmer, 

A  Adams, 
Mr.  Le«i% 

Duer 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  ^-ay 
•lir.  Boberdeau,    ay  yay 
Mr.  M'Kean,  ^vXav 

VandyJce^ 


ay 

ay 

oy\ay 

fly: 

no 


710  > 
770  J 


f /oryjOMK^        Mr.  Chas e, 

Plater, 
Forbes, 
Hcmy, 
Hr.  Harvie, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett 
Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 


VhrgmUtf 

S^-CaroUnOt 
Ge9rgiaf 


ay 


Lan^pvorthy,  ayj 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  after  the  recital  of  the  resolution  of  the 
8th  of  January,  to  add  <*and  notwithstanding  a  requisition  hath  been  made 
of  the  said  troops,  yet  no  such  ratiication  hath  been  notified  as  aforesaid" 

and  in  lieu  of  the  resolution  moved,  to  insert  ••therefore  resolved,  that  the 
said  troops  be  still  detained,  agreeably  to  the  Said  resolution and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Mortis, 


N.-HampsJure,    Mr.  Bartlett,  no  y-no 

'^^kua**tts-Jiay,}Hi'.  S.  Adams,  ay'\ 

Lovell,  no  vno 

Holten,  110 J 

Bkodf'Jtland,   Mh  Muchuit^  no  ^no 


Connecticut, 


Mr.  A.  Adimu^     ay  yay 
ilr.  Lewis,  cy"! 
Duer,  no^ay 
G.  Monjfl^      ay  J 
Ahf-^ertefff  Mr.      Wxtherspoony  no  >#» 
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Pennsylvasua, 
Delaware, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Rol)ci"deau, 
lil,  M*Kean, 

Vandyke, 
Itr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

Forbes, 

Henry, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

B.  II*Iiee^ 

Griffin, 


no  yno 
no 
no 

m  I 

no J 
no  I 

ay\no 


no 


S.-CaroUtuM^ 

9 


Harnett, 

Wiliiatiis, 
Ifp.  Lauren% 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Telfair, 


no 


Laiigvvurtiiy,  no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  in  lieu  of  the  whole  to  substitute  as  follows :' 

Whereas  on  the  8th  of  Januarj,  1778,  Congress  by  their  resolve,  for  |;ood 
and  sufficient  causes  therein  specified,  suspended  the  embaAation  of  the 
troops  of  the  convention  of  8ai«|o^  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
general  Burgojne,  until  the  ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  bj  the 
«ourt  of  Great- Britain  should  be  duly  notified  to  Congress:  and,  wherea«» 
on  the  2€th  of  August,  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henrj  Clinton*  and  William 
Eden,  esq.  reciting  their  authoritjr,  did  make  a  remonstrance  to  Congress^ 
offering  to  ratify  tne  said  convention,  and^  requiring  permission  for  the  said 
troops  to  embark  in  pursuance  of  the  said  convention  :  and,  whereas,  the 
said  ratification  would  be  subject  to  the  future  ratification  of  the  British  par- 
liament, without  which  it  would  be  of  no  validity  :  therefore  resolved,  that 
Congress  will  abide  by  their  demand  ot  a  ratification  by  the  court  of  Great- 
Britain,  duly  notified  to  Congress ;  and  therefore  that  the  said  requisition  be 
not  complied  with  :  Question  put  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question,  as  amended,  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow, 

FRIDAY,  S^Omker  5,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  John  Berkenhout,  was  read : 
Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Angust  13th,  fromv 
governor  Caswell  to  Mr.  Pehn,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  ' 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  400,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  on  an  application  of 
the  governor  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose  of  raising,  ec|uippinv  and  marching; 
the  men  voted  by  the  said  state  to  complete  their  continental  hattalions ;  the 
said  state  to  be  accountable ; 

Ordered^  That  tlie  consideration  of  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  post- 

ponerK 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  H.  Hollingswdrth,  deputy  quarter-master-gen* 
eral  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  directed  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  qext. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  ot  the  committee  on 
the  arrangement  of  the  treasury,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  wan  ant  issue  on  the  treasurer  iu  favor  of  the  marine- 
committee,  for  20,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle- 
district  ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Hesolved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  oi  the  United  States : 

That  the  Inlls  lAiall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  11th  of  ApfU  last^  and  be  numbered  from 
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fhe  last  onmber  of  .each  denomination  progressive!  j>  and  consist  of  the  fol*- 
lowing  denominations,  viz* 

41,66r  .  biik   of  40  doOaia,    1,666,680  41,667  do.  of  6  dolhis,  350,002 

41,667     do.    of  30     do.       •  1,250,0X0  41,666  do.    of  5   do.  208,330 

41,666     do.    of  20     do.           833,320  41,667  do.   of  4   do.  166,668 

41,666     do.    of  8     do.  333,328  .  .   

41,666    da    of  7    do.         291,662  •  5,000,000 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  8q^temher  7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  general  Washin^n,  and  one  Of  August  Slst, 
from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Tiverton,  giving  an  account  of  nis  retreat 
to  the  main  the  preceding  evening,  witiiout  anj  iosaof  men  or  Btore|i»  were 
read  :  '  ,  * 

Ordered^  That  general  Sullivan's  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
mtelligence. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  relt  rred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Chase. 
An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  state  of 

Connecticut,  on  a  libel  *'  David  Brooks,  &c.  verses  schooner  Hope,  &c." 

was  lodged  witk  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals.  ^ 

Thiiee  o'olook,  F.  M« 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement  at  camp^  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  enclosing  the  evi- 
dence of  major  Clark,  touching  his  trial*  which  he  entreats  may  be  laid 

before  Congress : 

Orderedy  That  the  evidence  encloaed  in  general  Lee's  letter*  be  not  ready 
but  returned  to  major-f^eneral  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  captain  N.  Falconer,  was  read,  informing,  that 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  acta^i  a  member  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middler 

dihuict. 

Euolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  elect  a  commissioner  of  the 
navy  board  in  the  middle-district  in  the  room  of  captain  Falconer. 
A  letter,  of  August  29th,  from  Dr.  J.  Forster^  deputy  director-general  of 

the  hospitals  in  the  eastern  department,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

A  letter,  of  August  28th,  from  governor  Green,  of  Rhode-Island,  was  read* 

An  extract  from  thp  minutes  of  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
was  read,  diri^ctiiii;  dele<!:ates  of  that  state  to  apply  for  a  sum  of  money 
to  pay  for  clothing  purchased  lor  the  continental  troops  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjourned. to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Septmher  a,  1778. 

A  letter,  of ' Ausust  30th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read*  enclosing 
a  petition  from  William  de  Passern,  major  of  the  regiment  of  Hesse  Hanau, 
of  the  convention  troops,  requesting  permission  to  go  to  Europe  on  parole; 
Whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  major  William  de  Passern  be  permitted  to  go  to  Europe 

his  parole,  not  to  act  a2;ainst  the  United  States  or  their  allies  until  re* 
leased  or  exchanged  according  to  the  convention  of  fSaratoga. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  James  Smith,  ' 
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M.-IIampahire^    Mr.  Iturtlctt, 
A£a8sa*8tts-Baif,  Mr.  JLovell, 

HoHen, 

JRhode-Ifiland,  ^fi-.  ^farchaut, 
Cmnmirntf  Mr.  A,  Adams, 
Heui-l  ar/i,        Mi*.  Lawin, 

Duer, 
C.  Morris, 

Ftrntifkcaua^   Mr.  i?  >!onis, 

Kubcrdcau, 
J.  Snuthk 


Maryland^ 


N.-Carolina, 
(kanguh 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
kr.  Hmie, 

K  II  Lee, 
Grill  i  a, 
Mr.  Uainett, 
Mr.  iMxtrnm, 

Dravton, 
Mr.  Telfnir, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  August  29th,  from  majur  general  Heaili,  watnad.  respecting 
nippUes  for  connt  d'Estaing's  fleet : 
'  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Mr.  Doer  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Maryland  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  4th,  from  col. Hol« 
lings wortli,  and  the  memorial  of  Auj^st  '^Ist,  from.  E.  Blaine,  deputy  com- 
inissaiy  t;cneral  ot  purchases,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tour:  the  Diein- 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  R.Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

Two  letters,  of  the  5th,  from  Stephen  Steward,  to  the  comniittee  of  com- 
merce, were  read : 

Ordered^  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
the  committee  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  John  Peeis,  master  of  the  Mennaid»  waa  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  4tfa,  from  gen.  Waahingtsn,  waa  read,  with  muidfj  yapari 
enclosed : 

Ordered,  Tliat  so  much  of  the  said  letters  as  relates  to  the  laying  up  of 
magazines  to  the  eastward  of  Hudson's  river,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  letter  from  col.  iioUingsworth,  and  memorial  of  col.  Blaine. 

A  motion  bein^  made  to  empower  the  general,  if  he  finds  it  necessary,  to 
give  an  additional  bounty  of  10  dollars  to  recruits^  iniisting  for  three  jears^ 
or  during  tlie  war  : 

It  was  moved  to  add,  and  that  each  additional  bonnty  be  at  the  expense 
and  chai^ged  to  sacii  of  the  states  as  haTO  been  deficient  in  proonring  tiie 
quotas,  according  to  such  deficiency. 

On  which  amendment  the  previous  qnestioD  being  called  for^and  thejeas^ 
and  nays  being  required  by  filr.  Chase, 


NeW'Harnpshlre,  Mr.  Bui-tlftt, 
Ma8Ma*96tU'£ay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Uuken, 

Shadt'Bkmd,    Mr.  Maxcbant, 

Conneciicut,  Mr.  A.  AdamB^ 
l^BUhYork,    '    Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 

PeHmyhama,    Mr.  Robeideau, 

.T.  Smitli, 

JMaware,        Mr.  Vaiidyke, 


no  yno 

ay  W 
no  yno 
ay 
ay 


no 


Marykmif       Mr.  Chase, 

Forbes, 

Virgiimf         Mr.  liarvie, 

B.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Norih-CaroUna,  Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

SndManiSmh  Mr.  Laurem^ 

.  Dnyton, 

Genrgia,  Mr.  Telfair, 


.ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmative,  and  the  amendment  was  set  aside. 

Resolved,  liXidX  ^en.  Washingtuu  be  authorized,  if  he  shall  judge  it  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  to  augment  the  continental  bounty  to  recruits, 
iaUaLiii^  ioi  three  ^ears  or  during  the  war,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  10  dollars, 
and  that  he  use  his  discretion  in  keeping  the  mattbr  seorat  as  long^  as  hs 
sjiall  deem  necessary,  and  in  applying  the  augmentation  of  bounty,  as  circuni- 
stances  may  require.' 

Orderedf  That  a  warrant  issne  on  the  treasnrer  in  (sTOur  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance)  for  80,000  dollars,  to  be  by 
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MiB  tranBBiiUed  to' W*  Palfrey,  esc^.  paj-master  general,  for  the  purpose  of 
iolisting  recruits  for  the  contioentai' service. 

Besolved,  That  so  much  of  tiie  <j:;eneral's  letter  as  relates  to  clothing,  be 
referred  to  the  board  q£  war,  and  that  the  board  be  directed  to  make  use  of 

the  most  vigorous  exertions  for  transporting  to  camp  the  reafly  made  cloth- 
ing storetl  in  the  eastern  states,  and  in  procuring  and  forwarding  to  the  army 
such  a  number  of  blankets  as  in  their  opinion  will  be  necessary  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  of  blankets  already  imported  or  purchased  on  account  of  tiie 
United  States :  * 

That  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island, 
Gonnecticttty  and  New-York,  be  desired,  when  applied  to  by  the  board- of 
war,  to  aflford  every  assistance  in  their  power,  in  causing  to  be  made  up  the 
linen  and  •other  clothing  imported  into  the  eastern  states  for  the  continental 

army. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  Peter  Tetard,  enclosed  in 
the  general's  letter,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three:  .the  members  chO"* 

sen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  llarvie,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  S.  Deane,  esq.  was  read  : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Thheb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Mesolved,  Xhat  tiiose  members  of  the  board  of  treasarr*  whose  state  may 
be  represented  in  Congress  without  their  personal  attendanee,  be  requested 
to  attend  at  the  treasury  board  every  forenoon,  until  the  farther  order  of 
Congress; 

Congress  resumed  the  oomdderation  of  the  report  of  the  commktee  on  the 

arrangement  of  the  treasury  ;  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  boanl  of  trea«nrv  of  the  15tli  of 
April  last,  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  the  report  oi  the  committee :  question 
put,  passed  in  tlie  negative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  aSBptemlper  9,  irrs. 

A  letter,  of  August  S6th,  from  count  d'Estaing,  was  read : 
Orderedt  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four,  and  that  Utiftj  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  an  answer  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.H.  h^  Mr*  S". 
Adams,  Mr.  fc.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcox,  ^  read: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  t  he  report  of  the  committee  appointedy  in  conjunction  with 
a  committee  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ascertain  the  property  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
sf  Philadelphia,  at  ilie  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broudit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

(frdered.  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq .  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  7000  dollars,  and 
another  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  83,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  William 
Henry,  esq.  employed  in  the  business  of  the  armory,  and  to  purchase  leather, 
accoutrements,  and  shoes;  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  purchases  ;  which 
3um^  are  advauced  on  a  certificate  of  the  board  ot  war,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  account  of  the  said  William  Henry  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  ti  easurer  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee, 
for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  by  tlieiu  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Loyal, 
jyynte  for  building  of  frigates  in  Virginia,  to  enable  theiii  to  go  on  with  the 
ottilding  of  one  ofthe  frigates,  and  pay  off  debts  already  contracted  on  ac- 
ciNiQt  of  the  said  frigates :  the  said  committee  to  be  acconiitsble : 
V0L.IIL  7 
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That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  BartleCt*  one  of 

the  delegates. from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  1500  dollars,  advanced 
Oft  his  application  :  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  trea^^ury,  to  whoi.i  was  referred  the  leiter  of  the  ^9ih  of 
August,  from  the  board  of  war,  enclosing  a  letter  and  sundry  papers  from 
lieut.col.  Mullen,  relative  to  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  report, 

That,  upon  revibiii^  col.  Mulleu'b  account,  they  find  it  was  settled  upon  - 
just  principles ;  that  be  Can  have  no  claim  of  right  to  receive,  in  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  France,  the  sum  there  reported  to  be  paid  by  a  warrant  on  the 
treasureri  and  that  he  apply  for  the  payment  of  a  horse  shot  under  him, 
ngreeablj  t<>  tlie  resolution  of  Cong;ress  of  the  18th  daj  of  August  last : 

Suolioedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustn^ent  bjr  the  commissioners  of  daims,  the 
auditor-e;eneral  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Kinnoii,  for  printing;!;  bills?  of  exchange  and 
loan-oftice  certificates,  his  pay  and  boarding,  from  the  9th  of  March  to  the 
31st  of  August,  1 778,  inclusive,  the  sum  of  b28  58-90  dollars : 

That  there  i»  due  to  Henry  Miller,  for  printing  in  German  (31 00  copies  of 

froposals  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  foreign  officers  and  soldiera  .m  the 
Iritiah  senrice  In  1776,  ^  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to^lcher  P«  Smith,  his  pay  as'  clerk  in  the  secretary's 

^ce,  from  the  6th  of  February  to  the  5th  of  ^tember,  1778,  595  dolUrSy 
.and  for  blank  books  and  other  contingencies  of  the  office,  6S  80*90  dollars, 
making  in  the  whole,  658  30-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Oil  mouon,  Besolved,  Tliat  the  retr»  at  made  by  major -gen.  Sullivan,  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  from  Rhode  Island,  was  prudent,  timelyiand 
l^ell  conducted,  and  that  Con^jress  hit^hl  v  approve  the  same. 
;  Hesolved,  That  llie  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  major-ejen.  Sullivan,  and  • 
to  the  officers  and  troops  un<ler  his  command,  for  their  Vortaude  and  bravery, 
displayed  in  the  action  of  Auj^ust  39th,  in  wUdi  they  repolscd  the  British 
mcea  and  maintained  the  field. 

i?eso^veJ,. That  Congress  have  a  hig|i  sense  of  the  patriotic  exertions  made 
by  the  four  eastern  states,  on  the  late  e3![pedition  against  Rhode-Island. 

JResolvedt  That  Mr.  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  that  Congress  liave  a  due  sense  of  the  sacrifice  he  made  of  his  per- 
sonal feelings  in  undertakin«r  a  jnurncy  to  Boston,  with  a  view  of  promoting 
the  interest  of  these  states,  at  a  titne  wiien  an  occasion  was  daily  expected  of 
bis  aemiiring  glory  in  the  field,  and  that  his  gallantry  in  goin^;  on  Rhode- 
Island  when  the  greatest  part  of  the  army  had  retreated,  and  ids  good  con- 
duct in  bringing  off  the  pickets  and  out-sentries,  deaei  ves  iheu  pariitular 
approhation. 

Msohedf  That  major  Morris,  aid-de-camp  to  major-gen.  Sullivan*  who 
brought  forward  to  Congress  the  account  of  the'repuise  of  the  British  forces 
on  wiode-Island,  on  the  29tb  of  August,  and  who,  on  the  late  expedition  as 
well  as  on  several  other  occasions,  behaved  with  great  spirit  and  good  con- 
duct,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  lievi tenant-colonel  by  brevet. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  resolution,  approving;  the  retreat 
from  Rhode-island ;  question  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Duer, 

JV.-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlctt, 
MM»a*tt9-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 

Jihnde-Island^   ^Tr.  Murchant, 
Cowitcticttt,     iL\  A.  i\.dam^ 
/(ftm-Ttrfc,     .  Mr.  Lewii^ 

Duer, 


no  yno 
ruTi 

110 J 

no  yno 
no  yno 


P&msylvama,  Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Koberckau, 
J.  Smith, 

Delaware^        Mr.  Vandyk^ 
Mofyland,       Mr.  Chase, 

Plater,  ' 
Forbes, 

Ueiuyt 
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Mr.  Hanie, 
«     R.  U.  JLee» 

Griffin, 
«  Penn, 

Harnett, 
WUliama^ 


SL'CantUna,     Mr.  Latiren% 

Drayton, 


M«tthew% 
lfr.Telfwr, 


no  )»flo 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

ft  was  then  moved,  that  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 

of  the  late  expedition  against  Rhode-Island,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  November  2Bth,  1777,  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to 
cause  til  is  inquiry  to  be  made  as  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  and 
transmit  the  proceedings  of  the  court  to  Congress  : 

The  previuuii  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Ouer, 


Nno-HampsMrt,  Mr.  Barilett, 
Mu»a*ttt9-Jiajf,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Loveli, 


Rhode-Is  Ian  f  If 


Mr.  Marcliaut, 
^li*.  A.  Ada>ii:i, 

Mr.  Levia, 

Ducr, 

Mr.  Tl-  Morris, 

Kobcrdeau,  ay 
James  Sntitb,  ay 

Mr.  Vandyke^  «y 


ay  yay 

ay  yay 
no) 
noy 

no' 


no 


Matykmd, 


S^CaroXna, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbei^ 
Henry, 

Mr.  Har\  ie, 
It  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Pcnn, 
Harnett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
,  Draytoi^ 
Matthews, 

Iklr.  Telfair, 


>ay 


So  it  was  carried,  and  the  main  question  set  aside* 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  10,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8tl»,  from  George  Cottnam,  captain-lieutenant  in  the  first 
Pennsylvania  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  requesting  leave,  on  account 
of  his  impaired  constittttion,  to  resign  his  comimsBMMi  i 

Resolved,  That  His  resignation  be  acceptod.  \ 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  lettei^  of  the  Tth,  from  the  committee  of  anranicement,  was  read ;  Where- 
upon, 

Cnn2;res^  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commander  of  the  horse,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  John  Cadwallader,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected. 

Resolvedy  That  a  commission  be  granted  to  John  Cadwallader,  esq.  ap- 
pointing him  brigadier  and  commander  of  the  cavalry  in  the  ^rvice  ui  the 
United  States. 

A  letter,  of  the  STth  and  Slst  of  ABgust,  fnm  gov.  Tmmlroll,  wts  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  hoard  of  war. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  paper  signed  Adam  Ferguson,  dated  Aa* 
g^it  26th,  and  the  papers  transmitted  with  it,  and  also  the  resolutimi  of  Con- 
gress of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  be  published. 

Pe^bhed,  That  a  committee  oifive  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Hon. 
tlie  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  respecting:  the  future  operations  of 
the  French  fleet  under  the  command  of  count  d'Estaing,  and  report  to  Con- 
gress ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  U.  Lee^  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee  to  witom  was  referred  t)ie  letter,  of  Aueust  SGth,  from 

count  d'Estaing,  brought  in  the  draueht  of  an  answer,  whidi  was  read  and 
agpeedto: 
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Ordend^Tiaixtb^  signedand  for«varded  by  the  president  to  cmiotd'Estaing. 
'  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  t& 
arrangement  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  afternoon. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  chevalier  de  FayoUe«  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Cunn;ress  restnued  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
arrangement  ot  the  treas^urv,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 
Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed* 
A  letter,  of  the  £d,  from  major  general  Sullivan,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  col.  Hoi  lings  worth,  and  the  memorial 
frOmE.  Blaine,  brought  la  a  partial  report,  ami  desired  leave  to  sit  a^in. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  taken  itiio  consideration  to-morrow,  and  that 
tiie  committee  have  leave  to  continue  to  sit  on  the  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hosmer  have  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  ^ 

FRIDAY*  Se^emher  11, 177^ 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  J.M*Kinley,  esq.  and  an  extract  from  the  min- 
utes of  the  privj-conncil  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  were  read. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  thert  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  col.  Nicola's  re^mentof 
invalids,  their  pay  from  the  month  of  July  last,  and  subsistence  m  lieu  flf 
ratiuns  for  the  officers  fo^  the  same  time,  940  80-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  1  homas  Fitzsimons,  his  pay  as  commissioner  of  claims, 
from  April  12th  to  August  27th,  1777,  548  dollars: 

That  there  i^dye  to  William  Dodd,  {cm  lii^  services  as  express-rider,  from 
October  od,  1776,  to  October  51st  1777,  as  more  fully  appeiij  s  by  a  particular 
state,  filed  wijth  his  account,  a  balance  of  370  30-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mons.  Lutbinier,  his  pay  and  subsistence  as 
chaplain  to  coL  Livingston's  regiment,  from  the  llth  oi  August  lu  the  10th 
of  Septefniber,  Inclusive,  60  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  tiie  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issne  .on  Thomas  Smithy  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  iiO,000  dollars*  and 
another  on  William  Armistead,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan- 
offirr  m  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  30.000  dollars,  in  favour  of  col.  Baylor, 
being  tor  the  purchase  of  arras,  horses  and  accoutrements  for  the  use  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  Slates  :  for  which  sun)8»  amounting  to  50,000  dollars, 
the  said  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  John  Cox,  assistant 
quarter-master  general,  for  3,500.000  dulhu  s,  lor  the  use  of  the  qujirter- 
master  general's  department,  and  for  which  major-general  Green^  quaiter- 
inaster  general,  is  to  be  accountable  : 

.  That  a  warraniissue  on  the  treasurer  for  5,000,000  dollars,  in  favour,  of 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  commissary-general  of  purchases,  for  the  use  of 
his  department*  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

Tliat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasure]^  in  favor  of  Joseph  Hewes,  for  1000 
dollars^  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  John  Ashe,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  state 
of  North-Carolina,  in  favor  of  John  Easton,  dated  May  9,  1777,  for  that  sum, 
being  in  part  of  the  500.000  (lol la rs  heretofore  granted  by  Congress  for  the 
use  of  tuat  state*  and  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountiSle : 
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That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Hewes  for  6G7 
45  90  dollars,  in  discharge  tif  a  bill  drawn  by  Richard  Caswell,  esq.  governor, 
of  the  state  of  >iorth-Caroiiiia,  in  favor  of  Josepli  Leecli,  esc|.  for  that  sum, 
dated  June  19th,  1777,  expressed  to  be  for  value  received  ol  hun  in  part  of 
the  expense  of  horses,  carriages  and  oilier  necessaries,  furnished  brigadier 
du  Purtail,  under  the  character  of  col.  d'Eriord  and  his  party,  to  enable  them 
to  prosecute  their  journey  from  North-Carolina  to  the  CoDtinental  Congress ; 
and  for  which  the  said  brigadier  du  Portail  is  to  be  accountable  i 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  E.  Gerrj,  one  of 
the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  1200  dollars,  advanced 
upon  his  application;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  and  honor  of 
tlicse  United  States,  that  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be,  wiUiout  delay « ap* 
pointed  to  represent  these  states  at  the  court  of  France. 

Jieaolved^  Hnanimoudijj  That  to-iiiorrow  be  assigned  for  electing  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  coU  HoUingsworj^h,  and  a  me^lorial  from  coL  E«  Blaine,  and,  thereupon, 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas*  Congress^  b^  their  resolution  of  the  13th  of  January,  made  a 
requisition  to  gen.  sir  Wdliam  Howe,  then  commander  in  chief  of  his  Brttan*> 
mc  najestjr's  rorces  in  America,  for  passports  to  American  vessels  to  trans-  * 
port  provisions  and  fuel  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  the  conventitm  at  Boston, 
declar  ing,  at  the  same  time,  that,  if  the  said  requisition  was  not  complied"  with 
the  prisoners  under  the  convention  should  he  l  emoved  to  such  part  of  the 
Slate  of  Massachusetts-Bay  as  they  could  he  iiio^i  eunveniently  subsisted  in  ; 
vliicii  requisition  hath  not  been  cotnjilicd  uith,  nor  measures  adopted  on  the 
part  of  the  British  general,  to  send  umely  and  suilicieni  auppUea  for  the  Ui»c 
of  the tud troops;  whereby  great  injury  has  been  sustained  by  the  United 
States ;  and  particularly  by  the  inhabitants  of  the. town  of  Boston : 

Besolved,  That  majur -general  Heath,  with  the  concurrence  of,  the  coun- 
cil of  the  state  of  Massachasetts>Baj,  be  authorized  to  remove  the  prisoners, 
under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  to  such  parts  of  the  state  of  Massachu* 
setts- Bay,  as  they  can  be  most  conveniently  subsisted  in. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  sir  Henry  Clinton  for  passports  to 
American  vessels  to  transport  provisions  and  fuel  to  Boston  for  the  use  of 
the  prisoners  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  the  said  passports  to  be 
subject  to  such  restrictions  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  generals 
Washington  and  sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed 
to  inform  gen.  Clinton,  that  if  such  passports  be  not  granted,  within  three 
dajs  after  application  made,  or  measures  adopted  by  him  for  sending  to  the 
port  of  Boston  ample  supplies  of  provision  and  fuel  for  the  convention-pri- 
soners, oni  or  before  the  5th  dajr  of  October,  Congress  will  deem  themselves  ' 
justified  in  removing  the  said  prisoners  to  such  paits  of  the  United  States 
as  they  can  be  best  subsisted  in. 

Ordered,  Tluit  certified  copies  of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  resolution  of 
the  13th  of  January  last,  and  of  the  4th  in^t.  relative  to  the  troops  of  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,  be  transmitted  to  gen.  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  recomraeiided  by  gen.  W  ashington,  of  form- 
,  ing  magazines  at  convenient  places,  distant  from  the  sound,  iu  the  state  of 
Massachnsetts-Bav  and  Connecticut,  is  cxpedtent; 

That  gen.  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  given  orders  for 
tiie  purchase  of  20,000  barrels  of  fiour,  to  be  transported  by  water  for  that 
purpose ;  and  that  lie  be  authorized  and  directed  to  fix  on  the  places  where 
the  said  magazines  shall  be  established,  and  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
the  quarter -mastergeneral  and  comnussarj-general  for  carrying  this  rsiola** 
tion  into  execution. 
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Resolved^-  That  it  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  gen.  WMhington, 
whether  a  considerable  part  of  the  cavalrj  now  in  the  armj*  can,  In  the  pre- 
sent seat  of  the  war»  be  employed  with  an  ottUtr  adequate,  to  the  great  ex* 
pense  and  difficulty  which  occar  in  supplying  them  with  forage ;  and  if  he 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  duty  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  them*  may  be 
dispensed  with  at  camp,  that  he  be  directed  to  order  such  of  the  cavalry  at 
be  Hlmil  deem  proper*  to  such  parts  of  these  states  as  they  can  be  best  sub- 
sisted in. 

That  all  officers  of  the  army,  not  authorized  by  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, or  by  the  special  permission  of  the  commander  in  chiet,tokeep  horses, 
be  prohibited,  though  at  tiieir  own  expense,  from  keeping  any  horse  or  h()rses 
Avithin  40  miles  of  the  main  hoil y  of  the  army,  and  that  gen.  Washington  be 
desired  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  see  this  order  cai'iied  into  strict  execu- 
tion, and  to  bring  to  trial  all  oftiinders  against  it. 

AVhereas  Conjrress  have  received  information  that  several  persons  in  the 
sfate  of  Marvlami  liave  eluded  the  embargo  on  provisions,  by  loading  stores 
Oii  board  vcssela,  and  obtaining  a  clearance  on  tobacco : 

Resiilved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  the  state  of  Maryland*  to  take  measures  for  preventing  the  embargo  being 
eluded,  by  this  and  such  other  practices,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress* 
are  highly  injurious  to  the  general  welfare. 

The  delegates  from  Delaware  laid  before  Congress  a  letter,  of  the  8ih, 
from  Csesar  Rodney,  esq.  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  relative  to  a  complaint  against  count  Pulaski : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Uik  committee  directed  to  enquire 
into  the  state  of  the  legion  commanded  by  count  Pulaski : 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed,  in 
conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ascertain 
the  properl  y  of  i^nod^.  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  ot  Pbiladelpiiia,  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  i 
and,  after  sometime  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed* 

Thbbe  o'clock,  p.  M.  • 

A  letter,  oftlie  5lh,  from  baron  ►^tenben,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  t(>the  board  of  war. 
"  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ou  the  me- 
morial of  capt.  Harper,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  September  12,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Resolve  Smith,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  ma- 
nifesto on  the  injurious  treatment  our  prisoners  and  faithful  citizens  receive 
from  the  enemy,  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  R« 

"Smith,  and  report  respecting  him. 

Jlesnlved,  That  Mr.  Drayton  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  major-general  Arnold  : 

That  Mr.  Chase  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
minister  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major.gen.  Heatli,  at  Boston,  was  read,  informing 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  iippearing  off  that  harbor. 

Oil  motion,  Resolved,  That  capt.  Nathaniel  Falconer  be  appointed  a  su- 
perintendent of  the  presses  for  striking  bili»  of  credit,  bills  of  exchange,  and 
loan  0 like  certificates,  in  addition  to  those  already  elected. 
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The  committee  un  the  letter  from  col.  Hollingsworth»  and  the  memorial 
from  coL  E.  Blaine,  brought  in  a  furtiier  report ;  Whereupon, 

Maohidf  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  orcler  the  com* 
missary  of  forage  to  give  immediate  directions  to  his  deputies  and  assistantft 
not  to  purchase  any  wheat  for  forage,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  camp,  unless 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity ;  and  when  such  cases  arise,  that  the  reasons 
for  deviating  from  this  order  be  transmitted  to  the  commissary  of  forage,  and 
by  him  suSmil'te*]  to  the  opinion  of  t!ie*f|uarter-nia«tet' general. 

Pesfffved,  That  the  commissary-general  of  purcliase*  be  directed  to  give 
orders  to  his  deputies  and  assistants,  forthwith  to  dpliver  to  the  commissary 
of  forage,  and  his  deputies,  the  bad  wheat  and  oR.iU  ot  uiieat,  which  they  at 
present  iiave,  or  may  hereafter  have,  in  their  respective  possessions ;  and 
farther,  that  the  said  commissary-general  issue  orders  to  the  purchasers 
to  be  careful  not  to  purchase,  in  future,  damaged  wheat,  as  the  same  is  found 
by  experience,  extremely  injurious,  even  for  the  purposes  of  forage. 

Sewlved,  That  the  quarter-master  ^neral  be  directed  to  consult  with  the^ 
commander  in  chief,  whether  a  reduction  of  the  stationery  teams  cannot  be 
made  consistently  with  die  good  of  the  service,  or  whether  ox-teams  cannot, 
in  the  present  scat  of  the  war,  be  substitnted  in  a  great  measure  for  horse- 
teams  ;  and  if  gen.  Washington  siiall  be  ot  opinion  that  both  or  either  of  these 
measures  are  adviseable,  that  the  tjuarter-master  general  take  measures  fur 
carrying  the  same  into  execution,  in  sucli  manner  as  fihal!  be  deemed  most 
consistent  with  tlie  good  of  the  army,  and  a  regard  to  ^>ublic  economy. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  read  on  a  letter,  of  Uie  2d,  from  ma^ 
jor-gen.  Sulliyan : 

Metaived,  That  the  governments  of  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
aelts-Bay,  and  New -Hampshire,  be  requested,  on  the  application  of  major- 
general  Sullivan,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  legislature  or  council  of  war 
of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  to  call  out  of  their  respective 
states  such  number  of  militia  as  he  eball  require,  in  case  of  great  emergency, 
to  check  tiie  ravages  of  the  enemy,  or  to  repei  any  invasion  they  may  attempt 
in  any  of  the  eastern  states. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Tliata  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  iuvor  of  Mr.  A.  Adams, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Connectiout,  for  1600  dollars,  advanced  ^ 
upon  his  application,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  tiie  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Elmer,  one 
of  the  delegates  {at  the  state  of  New-Jersey^  for  5000  dollars ;  for  which  the 
said  state  is  to  be  accountable ; 

Con^ss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memonal  ofcapt.  flarper,and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Orderech  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o^clocli  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  September  14, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  James  Johnston,  was  read,  returning  tiianks  for 
the  Imnor  dent  him  in  appoipting  him  an  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  army ; 
also  one,  of  the  same  day,  from  Messrs.  Clark  and  Johnston,  auditors, 
was  read. 

A  letter,  of  thcfith,  from  brigadier  Wayne,  and  one»of  the  7th,  from  the 
field  officers  of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment,  were  read,  requesting  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Biackwell,  chaplain  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  brigade}  ■ 
may  be  continued  surgeon  of  the  regiment  aforesaid: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  13(b,  from  baron  d' Arendt,  was  read : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  irth,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Francoi  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  was 

elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of 
cred<'nce  to  Ins  most  Christian  majesty,  notifying  the  appointment  of  Dr.  B. 
Fi  aiiklin,  minister  pienipoicntiary  these  United  States  at  the  court -of 
France  : 

That  the  said  committee  also  prepare  a  draught  of  instructions  to  the  min- 
ister plenipotentiarT :  the  members  chosen,  Air.  6.  Morris,  Mr.Cliaae»  Mr. 
DrajtoO)  Mr.  S.Adams,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  'i'iiat  the  letters  of  credence,  received  throng^  the  hands  of  the 
minister  of  France  and  the  count  d'fistaing,  be  referred  to  the  aaid  com- 
mittee. 

Can^re«^«;  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  Mr.  S.  Deane»  and  after 

some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereot  be  postponed. 

Thrbb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  col.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  was  read  r 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  John  Connolly,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  what  relates  to  the  exchange  of  French 

prisoners,  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  col.  Wadsworth,  at  Baltimore,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  col. 

Hollingsworth  and  momori:)!  of  col.  Blaine. 

The  marine  committee  iaid  before  Congress  a  letter  oi  the  id,  trom  J.  Brad- 
foul,  whicli  was  read,  informinir  ol  the  m  rival  of  tlie  briy;  «»;en.  (iates  and  her 
two  prizes,  and  ot  ihe  death  ol  capt.  Skinner,  commaniic:  ol  the  General 
Gates,  who  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  Montague,  and  has  lett  a 
widow  with  eleven  children^  only  two  of  whom  are  able  to  provide  for  them- 
selves : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  thai  tfaej  be 
directed  to  report  what  provision,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
widow  and  children  of  capt.  Skinner. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  lUh,  from  John  M'Kin- 
ley,  esq.  late  pre^^ident  of  the  state  ftf  Delaware,  soliciting  to  be  exchanged 
for  William  Franklin,  esq.  and  the  miuutes  of  tlie  privy  council  of  the  state 
of  Delaware  :  ^^  hereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  to  resolve. 

That  Congress  consent  to  the  exchange  of  William  Franklin,  esq.  late 
governor  of  Neii  -Jersey,  for  John  M'Kinley,  esq.  latepresident  of  the  state 
of  Delaware,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  gen.  sir  Henry  Clinton : 
In  lieu  of  which  the  f  ollowing  resolution  was  moved  as  an  amendment  viz* 
Whereas  Hugh  Wallace,  esq.  one  of  the  counsel  under  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,^  of  the  late  colony,  now  state  of  New-York,  was^  amongst 
other  persons  in  the  said  state,  disatVected  to  the  liberties  of  America,  made 
prisoner  by  gen.  Washington,  commnn<lerin  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 
8tates,  ^vith  tlie  concurrence  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
and  sent  under  parole  into  the  state  of  Connecticut;  and  whereas,  the  said 
Hugh  Wallace  having  been  permitted  by  his  excellency  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
esq.  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  to  go  into  the  city  of  New-York  oa 
parole,  to  return  when  demanded  by  him  or  gen*  Washington,  has,  on  a  re* 
quisition  made  by  gen.  Washington  to  the  said  Hugh  Walwce  to  return  and 
Burrender  himself  agreeably  to  bis  parole,  refused  to  comply  with  ^e  fltme^ 
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and  has  been  countenaQced  in  sucli  refusal  bv  the  officer  commanding  in 
New-York.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  pro- 
secution of  this  war  upon  equal  principles,  that  nieasures  should  be  adopted 
for  compelling  persons  who  arc  prisoners  under  parole  within  the  lines  of 
the  enemy,  and  who  refn&e  to  return,  to  abide  by  those  principles  of  good 
faith  and  personal  honor,  which  are  to  be  observed  by  those  who  are  permit- 
ted to  return  on  their  parole  within  the  American  lines :  llesohed,thntJo\m 
M'Kinlej)  esq.  Ida  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  who  has  been  made 
prisoner  by  the  British  forces,  and  who  has  been  permitted  to  return  on  pa- 
role within  the  American  lines,  in  order  to  solicit  an  exchange  for  William 
Franklin,  esq.  late  governor  of  New -Jersey,  be  not  permitted  to  return  with- 
in the  British  lines^  in  order  to  surrender  himscH  on  his  parole,  till  such 
time  as  the  said  Hugh  Wallace,  es(|.  shall  surrender  himself  oa  his  parole  to 
gen.  Washington,  or  be  exchanged  for  the  said  John  M'Kinley,  esq.  and  all 
oflicers  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  Slates  are  hereby  ordered  not  to  sufter 
the  said  John  M*KinIey  to  pass  within  the  enemy's  lines. 
On  which  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Ifau-Bianguhin,yir,  Bartlett, 
MtuM^Mttt'JBa^f  Mr.  S.  Adain% 
*  Gerr)', 
I^orell, 
Holten, 

JVtnde-Iakmdt    Mr.  Marchant, 

C«nficcticjttf      Mr,  A.  Adaiiki, 
iAew'lork,        Mr.  Lewis, 

Diier,* 

J'tmughania,    Mr.  Morris, 

Robcrdeau, 
^'lingan, 

Jkknuare,         Mr.  M^Kean, 

Vandyke, 


no  f 

Ay  yay 

no  }  no 


Mai't/lanJ, 


Virginia, 


N.-CaroHnOt 


Mr.  Plater, 

Ml*.  Han  ic, 

R.  H.  Lee,     fto  >  m 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett,        no  v.  jiq 

Willianis, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 

TeUair,  no^m 
.  Langworttiy,  m 


So  it  passed  in  the  ne^tive. 
The  main  question  being  then  divided,  and,  the  yeas  and  nays  required 
by  Mr.  Duer,  on  the  clause  respecting  the  exchange  of  W.  Franklin^ 


New- ff umpshire,  Mr.  Bartktt, 
Massa'stts-JBa^t  Mi*.  S.  Adams, 

Getty, 
LoTcll, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

G.  Moms, 
AL*.  i<.  Monis, 
Roberdeau, 
Clingan, 
Mr.  M«Kcan, 
Vandyke, 


Hhode-Liand, 

Connecticut, 

New-Yvrk, 


Delaware, 


ay 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


N.-Caroiina, 


S.-CaroUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 

Henry, 
Hr.Htrvie, 

K.  II.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett^ 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthewfl^ 
Mr.  Walton, 

Lan^orthy,  no 


ay 


ay 

oy,. 
<»y/ 

«y ) 

ay\ ay 
ay\ 

fw>no 

no  J. 

no  > 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  in  the  second  clause  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  John  M*Kinley,  esq.  to  the  eiid  ot  the  sentence,  and  insert  brigadier  W. 
Thompson  f  aid  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


New-Manypskire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mma^titO'Bay,  Bfr.  S.  Adaioj^ 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 

Hhode-Memd,     Mr.  Marchant, 
Ommdicut^      Mr.  A.  Adanu 
Vol.  in. 


NeuhYofrk,]       Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris, 

Penmyhxmia,    Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Ifobcixleau, 
Glijit^an, 

Iklaware,        •  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Vandyke^. 
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Firginiaf 


Ifr.  Plater, 
Forbear* 

Henry, 
Mr.  Uarvie, 
ILH.  Lee, 


GtorgUtf 


Mr.  P^fiii« 

Haniet^ 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
,  I>rayton, 

Matthew% 
Mr.  Walton, 

lAngwortfayj 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  put  to  ao;ree  to  the  latter  clause,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  ^en.  Wasbingloay  enclosing  a  Gopj  of  one  of 
the  10th,  trom  gen.  Sullivan,  was  read. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  15,  1778, 

Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  gen.  Sullivan's  letter  of  the  lOtb,  be  referred 
to  the  coniiiiittee  of  intelligence.  ' 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  gen.  Washington's  letter,  relative  to  baron 
Steuben,  which  was  referred  to  gen.  Wasliington,  being  returned,  with  liie 
general's  observations  thereon,  the  same  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  report  and  observations  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
arrai^ment,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  regulations  for 
the  iiispectonfaip,  agreeable  to  the  said  report  and  obaenrations. 
•  A  betitioD  of  RoMrt  Woodbridge  was,  read  • 

A  letter  from  lieut.  col.  Klein,  was  read,  returning  thanks  for  the  honor 
done  him  in  appointing  liim  to  the  command  of  the  German  volunteers* 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  baron  d'Arendt^was  read,  taking  leave  of  Congress. 

A  petition  of  Catharine  Pennington,  relict  and  administratrix  of  Sllles 
Pennington,  captain  of  marines  on  board  the  ship  Reprisid*  was- read : 

'Ordpred,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  oth,  f  rom  major-general  Heath,  was  read. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  lay  before  Congress  this  anernoon, 
a  list  of  the  captains  and  lieutenants  of  the  continental  uavy,  and  of  the  ships 
and  vessels  to  which  sucli  are  employed  or  affixed. 

Another  letter,  of  the  12th,  Iroiii  e;en.  Washington,  with  a  report  of  a 
board  of  general  officers  enclosed,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  lelened  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  minister  of  France. 

Three  o'ci.ocr,  P.  M* 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  oommtttee  on  the 
amingenient  of  the  treasury*  and  thereupon. 

Mesohfedg  That  such,  parts  of  the  said  report  as  relate  to  a  confederal  fund, 
and  to  the  mode  of  issuing  and  accounting  for  loan-office  certificates,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen*  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Gerrjt 
and  Mr*  A.  Adams. 

A  motion  was  made*  to  amend  the  report*  so  that  there  shall  be  but  one 
chamber  of  accounts : 

^  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  hj  Mr.  Duer*  *  ^ 


Mutt^fttt'JBajff  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

GeiTy, 
"JLovelL 
Holten* 

Wiode-fsland,    Mr.  Marcban^ 

Connectimty       "Mr.  A.  AdanU^ 
A''cvf'Y§rkt        Mr.  l^ewis, 
c  Duer, 


Iklmoare, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  ^a^ 
Mr.  Kobcrdeau,  no 

lieed, 
Mir.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 


.  no 

m 
ml 

an  w 

no} 
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S.-CaroHna,_     Hr.  Laurens,  ''Sf'ldh, 


Matthews, 
WAllcni, 
Tclfidr, 


Geor^a,        Bir.  Walton,  1^^ 


fii^fimot  &Ir.  Harvie, 

R.  H.  Lee, 
Grifiin, 

Jj^-Corol&ui^     Hr.  Penn, 

-Harnett, 

Williams, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  '  , 

Sesolyed,  That  the  chamber  consist  of  three. 

The  conitiiittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  directed  to  the  delegates  of  tlie  baid  aiiite,  brought  in  a 
report :  Whereupon, 

Rudved,  That  John  Hooper  and  Jaine»  Murray,  two  soldiers  of  eeneral 
Pulaski's  legion,  have  been  charged  with  committine  a  robbery  on  tiie  pro^ 
party  of  James  Chandler,  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  be  sent,  under  a 
proper  guard,  to  Wilmington,  in  the  said  state,  there  to  be  delivered  to  John 
Lea,  esq.  or  any  other  magistrate,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law  ;  and  that 
brigadier-general  Pulaski  ^ive  orders  for  carryiiS^  the  same  intoe&ct* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow* 

.  '   WEDNESDAY, -Sf<'/)«em6er  16,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Josepii  Nourse,  was  read,  renewing  his  applica- 
tion for  leave  to  resign  his  office  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance  and 
treasurer  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  signifying  the  necessity  he 
is  under  of  going  to  Virginia  in^  three  weeks :  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  Wednesday,  the  SSd  instant,  be  assigned  for  electing  a 
secretary  for  the  boar  j  of  ordnance,  and  treasurer  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  and  that^r.  Nourse  have  leave  to  resign. 

A  letter,  of  thi#  14th,  from  three  officers  df  the  Mermaid,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referrpfl  to  the  marine  cominittee. 

A  k'tter,  (if  August  19th,  from  the  council  of  New-Hampshire,  was  read, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  tne  inhabitants  of 
the  New-Hampshire  grants,  stiling  tiieuiselves  *'  the  state  of  Vermont:" 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  jthe  whole  Cons^ress. 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next,  in  the  afternoon.  Congress  be  resolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  foregoing  papers,  and  other  papers 
heretofore  received  relative  to  the  conduct  of  £e  said  idluibitants. 

A  letter,  of  July  Stst,  and  one  of  September  5d,  from  the  council  of  Mas-  > 
sachusetts-Bay,  were  read,  relative  to  the  resolution  of  April  8th,  1777,  re- 
commending the  erecting  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  major-gen.  Warren : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
chosen,.Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
^  Ordered,  That  the  committee  he  instructed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
other  resolutions  of  Congress,  similar  to  that  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
letters,  and  report  on  them  also.  • 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  James  Warren,  esq.  member  of  the  navjr  board, 
at  Boston,  directed  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  was  read,  informing  of 
the  arrival  of  56  bales  of  blankets,  on  bokrd  the  schooner  Tabby : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. ' 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  1 3th,  from  ^nerat 
Washington,  with  the  report  of  the  board  of  general-officers,  brou^t  in  a 
report. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  lltb,  from  Mr. 
Deane ;  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  mstde, 

TfiatMr.  Deane  be  ciirected  to  attend  Congress  on  Friday  morning  next, 
to  answer  such  question^  as  the  members  may  propose  to  him,  for  the  better 
understanding  oi  the  btate  and  pro|>;i'ess  of  public  ati'au:>  during  his  mission  ^ 

ia  France« . 
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r.  An  amendment  was  moved  to  strike  out members^"  and  iasert  the 

word  "  house 

On  which  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


Ncw-HampsJUref  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mami*iitts-Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adams,  no 

Gerry,  excused, 
mihein^  present 
at  the  debate, 
,  I.ovell, 
Hollcn, 
Ifr.  Msrcliant, 
Mr.  LewJa, 
.  Duer, 
G.  Morris, 


ay  yay 


^lew-Jersey, 


Mr.  Witlierspoon, /<£/  J^^^ 


Mtaryland, 


S.'CaroUna-i 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 
Henry, 
Ifr.  Harvie, 
It  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hamet^ 
Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton 
MatthewB, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Tel£ur, 


ay 


ay 


Ehiier,         _j  ^ 

PemnMyhaida,    Mr.  Roberdenu,    ^tiXdlv  ^^^^^"^^ 

Clingan,       «o  >  ' 

jDelawarey  Mr.  Vannyke,       oy  yay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aftirmative. 

Question  put  on  the  motion     amended:  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  17, 1778. 

'  A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  Mr.  Reed,  one  of  the  committee  of  .arrange* 
roent,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^ 
A  letter,  of  the  t5th,  from  Charles  Bradish,and  one  ot  the  16th,  from  J. 
Stoddard,  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  tliey  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee* 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  James  Caldwell,  was  read. 

Ordered/Vhut  1,000,000  of  dollars  be  advanced  to  general  MifTfin.  late 

3 uarter-master  general,  for  ^vhich  he  is  to  be  accountable  :  and  lli;it  iie  be 
irected  to  render  an  ncronnt  of  all  such  sums  as  are  now  due  troin  the  late 
quarter  master-general,  in  oidei  to  their  being  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ou 
the  arrangement  of  the  treasury. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  fixing  the  number  of  the  cham- 
ber of  accounts  be  re-considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  report,  with  the  amendment  made,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  s  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

TnaEE  o'clock,  P.  M. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read, 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  the  letter  of  the  12th,  from  general  Waslnn"- 
ton,  relative  to  sending  forward  to  the  army  the  couCederai  ti'oops  in  Pbii- 
ad  el  pi  11  a  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  , 

A  re}>ort  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wiiereupon, 

IleaoLvedf  That  brigadier  count  Pulaski  be  ordered  to  march  with  his 
legion  to  Trenton,  without  delay,  there  to  receive  the  further  orders  of  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  repuKt  fioin  the  committee  on 
the.  treasury,  of  the  lOth ;  Whereuppn, 

Beaolved,  That  48,000  dollars,  the  residue  of  a  warrant  for  300^000  dol- 
lars,' Issued  the  12th  day  of  Februarj  last,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  now  paid  to  the  said  delates,  to  be  by  them 
transmitted  to  the  president  and  council  of  the  saia  state,  which  is  to  be 
accountable. 
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Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  dele^tes 

of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  52,000  dollars,  to  he  by  them  tranrfimitted 
to  the  president  and  council  of  that  state ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be 

accountable. 

1q  conssequence  of  an  adjustment  bjr  the  commisbioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports,  * 

That  there  is  due  to  John  llartman,  for  entertaining  four  Indians  at  Read- 
ing, about  six  weeks,  by  order  of  the  hon.  John  Uancuck,  esq.  the  sum  of 
30rS-9O  dollars: 

That  there  is  da^  to  Francis  Johnston,  for  translating  a  French  letter  into 
Bnriishjbj  order  of  the  president  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  20  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Isaac  Vanost,  for  a  log  of  lignum  vitce,  for  two  rollers 
for  a  roHing-firess,  120  60*90  doUars:  ' 

That  there  is  due  to  Francis  Hopkinson,  esq,  for  compilins;  an  ind^xisthe 
first  and  second  volumes  of  the  journals  of  Congress,  200  dollars. 

Orcfprpd,  That  tlie  said  sums  be  paid. 

The  cuiiunittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  ol  i  humas  Frank- 
lin, for  2000  dollars,  in  discliarge  of  a  bill  of  his  excellency  Riciiard  Caswell, 
esq.  governor  of  North-Caroltna,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  for  that  sum, 
in&Yor  of  Andrew  Blaotdiard,  dated  May  1st,  1778,  and  expressed  to  be  on 
scooottt  of  tanned  leather,  deer  skins,  and  shoes,  purchased  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  Congress  ofthe£5th  of  November  last;  for  which  the  state  of 
North  -  Carolina  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  one  of  the 
delegates  from  the  state  of  Nortb-C';u-olina,  for  aOO  dollars,  advanced  on  his 
application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-mrister  to  the  said  board, 
for  100,00(J  dollars,  to  answer  the  contingent  charges  Llieieof ;  for  which  the 
said  Joseph  Nourse  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-mas- 
ter to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  Benjamin  Stelle,  deputy  pay-master  at  Rhode-Island ;  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  order  he  sent  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq*  deputy  pay-master 
general  at  Boston ;  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  by  the  auditors  of  the  armv,  that  Tuany  rewi- 
niental  pay-masters  have  adopted  the  unwarr.uKuL)'.!'  j  i  K  tice  of  paying  to 
the  commanding  oHicers  of  companies,  at:;reeabiy  to  liie  i  L'rcKiiinL'nd.itions  of 
the  colonels  or  commanding  oliicers  of  tlieir  re^;iinents  r< -jtci  1 1\ i1  v,  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  said  regimental  pay-iuasters  have  di  av\n  ior,  but  uutpuid 
to,  prisoners,  deserters,  and  men  who  have  died  in  the  service  : 

iUgolvidt  That,  until  the  sums  of  money  so  paid  by  the  regimental  pay* 
masters,  shall  be  reimbursed  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  pay-master  or 
deputy  pav-masters  general,  such  commanding  officers  of  regiments  shall  be 
sccountable  for  the  moneys  which  they  have  so  ordered  to  be  paid,  the  com- 
manding officers  of  companies  for  the  moneys  so  received,  and  the  regimen- 
tal pziy-masters  for  the  money  so  paid  by  them  respectively  ;  and  the  audi- 
tors oitlie  army  are  authorized  and  directed  forthwith  to  oblige  the  said  offi- 
cers to  account,  agreeably  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  Coa . 
gress  of  the  6th  ofFebruary  last. 

An  account  of  the  moneys  expended  by  the  clotbier-genural  wa^  laid  be- 
fsfe  Congress : 

(hrdered,-  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
^  Metol^edf  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  considera* 
titMi  the  department  of  the  clothier-general* 
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Resolved t  That  on  Satttrdaj  and  Wedusday  CoMgreM  meet  at  tec;  tad' 
sit  till  three  o'clock* 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  18,  1778. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Dr.  J.  Morfj^an.  was  reail  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  ot  three  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solution of  Auo:ust  9th,  1777 :  the  members  choaen,  Mr.  DrajtoD,  Mr.  Uar- . 
vie, and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

A  motion  was  made  tliat  the  committee  he  empowered  to  send  tor  peraonS; 
ami  papers  :  question  put,  passed  in  the  nesrative. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  loreguujg  letter  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  said ; 
committee.  | 

Aifitfer,  of  Jul  J  14th,  from  John  Sandford  Dart,  deputy  clothier-general  in 
South-Carolina,  with  two  invoices  encloaed,  were  read : 

(h'iered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce.  ^ 

The  committee  of  commerce  report,  that  there  is  now  on  board  the  brig 
Braitoo,  117  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  shipped  on  freight  for  account  and  risqae  ■ 
of  the  United  SSites ;  that  the  said  tobacco  hath  been  shipped  upwards  of  4 1 
year,  and  that  the  Tessel  was  detained  by  the  British  fngates  the  greatest 
part  oCthat  time,  and  the  rest  by  means,  first  of  sprin^ng  a  leak,  and  second-  • 
jy,  by  a  stroke  of  lightnin;^,  wliich  dismasted  and  disabled  the  vessel ^firM  ' 
proceeding:  that  the  continent  is  liable  to  make  good  the  dann^^esaftin* . 
surers,  and  to  pay  a  heavy  demurrage  as  freighters ;  that  the  owners  of  said 
bn^  being  offered  a  price  for  this  vessel  and  cargo  as  she  lies,  which  they 
think  will  make  them  compensation,  ofter  to  discharge  the  continent  from 
tiie  charter,  provided  tlie  committee  sell  them  the  1 17  iu)gslieads  of  tobacco 
on  board  the  said  brig,  at  live  pounds  Virginia  money  per  cent,  which  the 
'  comnjitee  tfiink  adviseable  ;  Whereupon, 

liesidvi'dy  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized  to  make  skle  of 
the  117  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board  the  brig  Braxton,  to  the  owners  of  the 
said  brig,  on  the  terms  proposed  in  the  above  report,  and  to  receive  payment 
f(»r  die  same,  on  account  of  the  United  btatca  for  which  the  said  committee  . 
is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Monday ne^t  be  ass^ed  for  taking  into  consideration  the  \ 
reports  of  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  renort  from  the  boai-d  of  war. was  read ;  Whereupon, 

ResMv^d,  That  Mons.  Bechet  de  Roche  Fontaine  be  appointed  a  captain 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  thafliis  commission  be  dated  the  15th  day  of 
May  last. 

Three  o'clocs,  P.  M* 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  J.  Beatty,  commi8sary*|;eneral  of  prisoners, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  mem- 
bers chosen, Mr.  Duer,  Mi  .  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Marchant, 
'  A  letter,  of  July  Hth,  Irom  <j^o\.  Clinton,  of  the  state  of  New- York,  was  read* 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  hon.  Arthur 
Lee,  esq.  of  the  6th,  15th,  and  31st  of  January,  1778,  and  the  letter  of 
January,  l6th,  1778,  from  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane, 
buHight  in  a  rejxH  t,  which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

A  Hi  ember  lu  his  place  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  information  that 
Mr.  Carndchael  had  charged  Mr.  Deane  with  misapplication  of  tlie  public 
money,  &c, 

.  Being  called  upon  to  redace  this  information  to  wri  ting,  he  delivering  in  & 
writing,  which  was  read. 
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Otdtnd,  That  tlie  report  of  tbe  cciramiUee  Ue  an  the  table. 
Adyloanied  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  September  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18tb,  from  Jolm  Connolly,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  reiei  red  to  Uie  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  I5iiif 
from  Mr.  John  Beatty. 
A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mi\  la  Neuviiie,  was  read: 
Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

,The  committ^on  the  tresMry  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iaeue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease^ 
clotliier-generaU  for  50^000  doUari»  for  the  use  of  his  department :  for 
which  be  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  look  . into  consideration  the  allkirg  of  the  treasury  and  finance  ; 
vhereupon  the  committee  on  linance  having  made  report,  thp  same  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  GO  copies  of  liie  said  rcpiirt  be  printed  for  tlie  use  of  the 
members,  and  that  the  printer  be  under  an  oath  not  to  divulge  any  part  of 
the  said  report,  nor  to  strike  oil' more  than  60  copies,  and  to  deliver  to  the 
secretary  of  Congress  tlie  said  copies,  together  with  the  proofs  aud  unhoislied 
aiieeis. 

Mesolved,  That  the  members  of  the  house  be  enjoined  not  to  communicate 
the  leport  or  any  part  of  it»  without  leave  of  the  house. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  tbe  boerd  of  war  was  read^  with  a  letter  of  the 
17th,  from  T.  Bradford,  deputy  conuuissary  ut  prisonerf. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Mr*  Bradford's  letter  as  relates  to  prisoners 
tiken  at  sea,  be  referred  tu  the  marine  committee  : 

That  so  much  of  the  salrl  letter  as  relates  to  Mr.  Frank's  refusal  to  supply 
British  prisoners  wiUi  wood  or  necessacy  clothing,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war. 

A  report  from  the  bonrii  of  war  was  read,  res|)ectingthe  mode  of  supplying 
our  prisuncrsin  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  from  time  tu  time,  with  tuuney : 

Ordered,  That  the  couiideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
^  Tbe  president  laid.before  Congress  the  letters  which  he  had  received  some 
time  ago,  and  of  which  he  informed  Congress  upon  the  receipt  thereof  and 
aftsrwards,  when  he  desired  to  know  the'sense  oi  the  house  concerning  tliem, 
as  some  of  them  were  not  directed  to  him  as  president,  but  as  delegate  fnim 
Suuth-Carolinai,  and  all  contained  matters  of  private  as  well  as  public  nature, 
and  of  which  Congress  declined  to  receive  extracts: 

Ore/f  red.  That  they  be  read. 

The  same  were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

A  letter,  of  November  i24th,  1777,  from  A.Izard: 

One  of  February  l6th,  I77tt,  fiom  the  hon.  R.  Izard,  esq.  enclosing  a  copy 
of  his  letter  of  January,  :&Sth,  to  Dr.  Franklin,  Dr.  Franklin's  auswer  of  the 
S9th,  and  his  reply  of  the  SOtb  of  tbe  samemonth : 

A  ietfcert  of  March  Ist^  IT7S,  and  one  of  April  llth^  1778,  from  the  same; 

Ordered*  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjottmed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MO^sD AY,  September  Qi,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  state  of  New-York,  with 

suutii  v  piijjers  enclosed,  w  as  read. 

Another  letter  of  the  9tli,  trom  the  same,  was  read,  intimatin^:  a  desire  to 
be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  Congress  respecting  his  conduct  as  com- 
inaader  of  the  forts  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  river,  which  were  taken  by  the 
enemy,  and  desiring  to  be  furnished  with  certified  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
ce«rtot  enquiry,  &c. 
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Ordered,  That  ^ov.  Clinton  be  fCirnished  with  copies  of  the  papers  desired, 
and  that  tfie  presioerit  inform  him  that  Con«;ress  are  well  satisfied  of  the  pro* 
priety  ot  his  conduct  as  commander  of  the  torts  on  Hudson's  river. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOlli,  from  major-general  Ileatiu  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tliree  :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Hurvie.  * 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  trom  col.  twow  dts,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  lyth,  from  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  was  read, 
requesting  the  favor  of  Congress  to  choose*  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  cap, 
some  suitable  person  In  his  stead  for  that  office : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table,  |tiU  the  affairs  of  the  clothier's  departmeiit 
are  taken  into  consideration. 

A  delegate  from  Maryland  read  in  his  place*  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  governor  of  that  state,  respectine  the  measures  taken,  or  to  be  taken,  for 
clothing  the  continental  troops,  and  particularly  those  of  that  state,  also  a 
delegate  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  from  the  minutes 
of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  desiring  to  be  informed  "  whether  Con- 
gress have  on  hand  a  sufficient  quantity  of  clothing  for  the  troops  for  the  en- 
suing winter :"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  lay  before  Congress  an  acconnt  of  the 
clothingon  hand,  and  the  measures  by  them  taken  for  supplying  the  coatiaeo- 
tal  troops  the  ensuing  winter. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  bv  the  board  of  treiism  y, 

Ih'sulccd,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Ai  nutage  be  appointed  tu  superintend  ths 
making  of  paper  for  loan-ollice  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange. 

The  committee  to  wiiom  was  reierred  the  letter  of  June  23u,  from  niajor- 
general  Howe,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  same  was  taken  into  ^ioiiaider- 
ation  ;  Whereupon,  • 

Jiesolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  Joseph  ClaV) 
esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  1,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  military  chest  in  the  said  State,  and  that* 
it  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  him  by  the  board  of  war ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  sen.  Howe's  letter,  as  relates  to  what  share  of 
the  prizes  taken  by  condnentsl  troops  may  belong  to  the  commander  of  the 
said  troops,  be  referred  totiie  boMrdof  war. 

Application  bein^  made  b^  the  delegates  of  South-CaKiolina  for  an  advance 
of  50,000  dollars,  (or  the  said  state : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasary. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the  board  of  war  do  appoint  a  suitable  person 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Trenton,  or  wherever  the  legion  under  the  com- 
mand of  count  Pulaski  niaj  be.  and  cause  the  said  legion  to  be  nnistored, 
selecting  such  non-commissioned  fdlicers  and  privates  as  shall,  upon  due  en- 
quiry, be  found  to  hnve  bt:en  pt  i^  tners  ur  deserters  from  the  enemy  ;  that 
such  non-commissioned  odicers  and  privates  be  not  permitted  to  proceed  to 
the  army,  but  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  deliver  up  their  horses,  arms 
and  accoutrements  to  the  quarter-master  general  and  commissary  of  milita- 
ry-stores, the  men  to  bu  disposed  of  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct: 

On  motion,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Reed, 


N.-HarnpshirCf  Bartlett, 
Jd^a^atU-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adain% 

'  Gerry, 
Holten, 

Jihode-hland,  »  Mr.  Marchaiit, 
Coitneeticia,      Mr.  A.  Adams, 
JV*a0- iVrftv       Mr,  Lewi% 

Buer, 


J\  fiv-Jesey,        Mr.  Witherspoon,  fw 
Pamayhimia,    Mr.  Koberdeau, 

Reed,  tioViio 

rlinp^n,        no  J 
Maryland,         Mr.  Chase,  ain 

Plater,  excused  >di»> 
Umy\  tioj 
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S^'CmtMMp      Mr.  I^iirens,  ^  no 

Dniyton,        n»  > 
Georgia,  Mr.  Tcliiur,  _ 


Fifgin^  Ml-.  Han  ie,  ay  J 

It.  II.  Lee^  ay  / 

Griifin,  «o  ^ 

JK-GsBnolfnd^      Mr*  Penn,  »?o  i 

Harnettf  no>  no 

"Williams,  no ) 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
An  amendment  was  then  moved,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  and  ainfndraent  be  refei  ied  to  a  committee  of 
three,  and  that  tliey  be  directed  to  report  to-morrow ;  the  members  €ho8en9 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Teltdir  and  Mr.  Williams  be  added  to  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  from  the  marciuis  of  firitannj. 

An  appeal  Ifrora  the  judgmeDt  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  atate  of  New* 
Jersey^  on  the  libel  **  Timothy  Shalor,  versos  sloop  Speedwell,'*  was  lodg^ 
with  the  seeretary,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Adjoorned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  * 

TUESDAY,  September  22,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Cadwallader,  was  read,  expressing  the  high- 
est sense  of  tiie  honor  coiifk^i  red  upon  him  by  Congress,  in  appoiuting  him 
a  brigadier,  with  the  command  of  the  cavalry,  but  informing  tnem  that  be 
ttQnot  consent  to  enter  into  the  service  at  this  time,  as  the  war  appears  to 
bhn  to  he  near  the  close :  Whereupon, 

Orderedt  That  Monday,  Ootoher  Sdy  be  assigned  for  electing  a  commander 
of  the  horse. 

A  letter,  of  February  26th,  from  major-general  R*  Howe,  waa  reads 

Ordered,  Tfiat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  JPeane,  was  read,  accompanied  with  two 
accounts  of  Mons.  le  Grand. 

Whereas  infomiation  hath  been  ^iven  to  Cono^ress,  from  which  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Williaia  Cariaichael,  esq.  is  possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
duct of  Silas  Deane,esq.  late  commissioner  at  the  court  of  VersaiUes,  toucli- 
iiig  the  applications  of  m  public  money  of  these  United  Stater/  and  other 
matters  relatine  to  his  public  character ;  ^  • 

Uesolved,  That  the  said  William  Carjnichael  be  directed  to  ailend  at  the 
bar  of  the  house  this  afternoon,  to  be  examined  in  the  premises. 

Whereas  certain  dissentions,  detrimental  to  the  public  service,  are  said  to 
liave  existed  among  the  Americ'^n  commissioners  in  Europe  : 

Ihmlvedy  That  tlie  said  William  Carniichael  be  also  examined,  touchinn; 
the  said  dissentions,  and  the  conduct  of  the  said  commissioners,  as  &r  as 
the  same  may  have  come  to  his  knowledge.  ' 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
be  postponed  until  the  examination  of  William  Caimichael^  es4.  is  tai^en,  and 
Ibat  Mr.  Deene  be  informed  thereof. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion,  7?f5r>?L'eif,  That  Mr.  Carmicliael  be  examined  upon  oath;  that 
Mr.  SectTtary  take  dowu  ill  writing,  the  questions  propounde4  ftnd  thie  an- 
wers  given  to  tliem. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  iS^temier  SS/irr8. 

The  president  having  communicated  some  intelligence  he  received  last 
Bight,  relative  to  the  motions  of  the  eaemjr,  and  certain  resolutions  being 

thereupon  moved. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five ;  the  members  cho- 
^D,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Keed,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Buer,  and  Mr.S.  Adams* 
Vol.  III.  9 
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^  A  letter,  of  August  dth,  from  captain  Senf,  directed  to  his  excellencj  the 

S resident  of  South-Carolina,  relative  to  the  colours  of  liettteiiant-g0ii€ral  ^ 
lui  jrovne's  amiy,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  22d  ot  No- 
vember last. 

A  letter,  of  August  18th,  from  major-general  R.  iluwe,  was  read: 

Ordtred,  To  lie  on  the  ubie.  ^ 
.  The  marioe  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Sd*  from 
J.  Bilddford^  report,  that,  upon  enquiry,  they  find  captain  Sktnoer,  late 
commanderof  the  continental  brig  General  Gates*  to  have  been  a  brave  and 
worthy  officer ;  that  he  lost  his  life  in  a  severe  engagement  with  the  enemy, 
and  that  he  has  left  a  widow  and  11  children,  nine  of  whom  are  too  young 
to  be  capable  of  getting  their  livelihood  ;and  therefore  it  is  their  opinion  that, 
in  consideration  of  the  above  circumstances,  the.easteni  iiruy  board,  be  dir 
rected  to  supply  400  dollars  annually,  in  quarterly  payments,  for  the  sup- 
port of  captain  Skinner's  widow  and  nine  youngest  children*  and  that 
this  provision  be  conltnued  for  three  years: 

Jiesulved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report* 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in.  favor  of  colonel  Theo- 
dorick  Bland,  for  S8,U00  dollars,  to  enable  liim  to  complete  the  purchase  of  * 
« .  horses,  arms  and  accoutrements  for  bis  regiment,  and  for  recruiting  the 
same ;  the  said  colonel  Bland  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Soutli- 
Carolina,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable: 

Hesolvedj  That  Mr.  Holten  be  added  to  the  medical  committee. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  A.  Adams  be  appointed  a  member  of  tlie  marine  com* 
mittee,  for  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Pesolved,  That  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Marchant  be  added  to  the  com- 
xnittee  for  hearing  and  determining  appeals. 

Adjourned  to  nine  oMock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  jSKeptem^er  24, 1778. 

A  letter  of  the  15th,  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  17tl),  from  gov.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  was  read. 

Whereas,  Congres  did,  on  the  14th  of  May  last,  grant  to  Ethan  Allen  the 
rank  of  colonel  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
reward  of  his  fortitude,  firmness  and  zeal  in  the  {  auae  ut  his  country,  mani- 
fested during  the  course  of  his  long;  and  cvuv\  captivity,  as  well  as  on  for- 
mer occasions;  and  >vhereas,  on  the  16th  day  of  the  same  month,  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  these  states 
were  granted  to  the  said  E.  Allen,  during  the  time  of  his  late  captivity ;  and 
' .  whereas,,  it  Is  represented  to  Congress,  that  colonel  E.  Allen's  circumstanAes 
have  been  greatly  reduced  by  his  late  loqg  and  cruel  confinement,  and  hif 
brevet  commission  does  not  entitle  him  to  pay : 

Fesolved,  That  75  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to  colonel  E.  Allen,  from 
the  date  of  his  brevet,  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,' or  until  he  shall  be 
•  called  into  actual  service. 

The  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Franc©,  havins:  notified 
to  Cone;rcss,  that,  pursuant  to  the  powers  with  which  he  is  in\  t^>ti'd,  he  has 
appuinied  Mr.  r^IartinUsler,  vice-coiiaul  of  France  in  the  port  oi  Philadelphia: 

.Ordered,  Tliat  this  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  in  order  that  the  ^ 
same  may  be  madepublic« 

A  memorial  from  J.  Mitchel,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  was  read : 

On  which  sundry  motions  bein^  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  motions  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  from  colbnel  Blaine^  and  letter  from  H,  HiUingsworth> . 

f 
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Ordered,  That  Mr,  Banister  have  leave  of  absence, 

Tbheb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

'  The  commttieeto  whom  were  referred  the  motions  founded  on  the  intel- 
ligence coinmunicated  by  the  president,  broug1)t  in  a  report^  which  wai 
taken  into  consideration,  and  after  some  time  spent  thjcreon* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  25,  1778. 
Mr.  Stone,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  Con^ 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  18th^ 
from  Stephen  Steward,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
ibej  be  empowered  and  directed  to  act  thereon  as  they  shall  jud^  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  intimatin«,  that  he  is 
informed  "that  letters  from  Mr.  Izard,  reflecting  on  his  character  and  con- 
duct whilst  in  the  service  of  the  public  abroad,  have  been  read  in  Congress," 
and  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  copies  thereof,  and  that  he  maybe 
permittjed  to  wait  on  Congress,  and  to  be  heard  in  his  vindication 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  furnished  with  extracts  of  all  such  parts  of 
Mr.  Izard's  letters,  read  in  this  house  on  the  19th,  as  relate  to  his  public 
cuuduct. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  Connolly,  was  read : 

Ordered,  iTfaat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on' the  letter  of  the  15th, 
from  colonel  Bettty,  cpmrnissary  of  prisoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  d4th«  from  Jonathan  Brewer,  captain-lieutenant  of  ar- 
tillery, was  read : 

Ordered;  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  Uezekiah  Stokes,  pay-master  of  the  8th  Virginia  regi- 
ment, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 
A  letter  from  Seth  Harding;,  was  read. 

Coiigrtiss  resumed  tlte  consideration  of  the  report  under  debate  yesterday; 
Whereupon, 

Jiesofvei,  That  the  executive  powers  ofVir^niaandNorth-Carolinft  bere* 

2Qested|  without  loss  of  time,  to  give  all  n ossicle  aid  to  the  states  of  South* 
'SroUna  and  tjeorgia  ;  Virginia  oy  marching  into  South-Carolina  1000  men» 
comprehending  all  the  continental  troojft  in  that  state;  North-Carolina 
3000  men,  including  the  levies  and  all  the  continental  troops  in  that  state  : 
each  bcjdy  to  be  properlv  officered  by  tlie  government  embodying  it.  The 
militia  and  levies  to  continue  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  T^nited  States  for 
the  space  of  five  months  from  the  time  of  their  marching  from  each  state  re- 
spectively, if  it  shall  be  found  necessary  :  the  whole  to  be  commanded  by  the 
•Continental  officer  entitled  to  command  ;  and  that  their  excellencies  gov. 
Henry  and  gov.  Caswell  be  requested  to  take  the  most  vigorous  me^ures  tp 
carry  this  resolution  into  full  and  immolate  eflfect. 
,  uemdved.  That,  in  case  gov.  Caswell  shall  find  it  consistent  with  the  du- 
^  of  his  station,  and  shall  be  inclined  to  march  to  the  md  of  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  at  the  head  of  the  North -Carolina  forces :  he  shall,  while 
on  this  expedition,  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  major-general  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Hnsolvedy  riiat  the  militia  of  Routh-Carolina  and  Georgia,  called  forth  Oil 
the  present  emergency,  be  in  the  pay  of  the  United.  States. 
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Thbeb  o'olooki  P*  M.* 

Sesolved,  That  m nj or  general  R.  Howe,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
repair  immediately  to  gen.  Washin^oti^a  head-qtiarters. 

Megolved,  that  major-general  Lincoln  take  command  in  the  southern  de« 
iNtrtment ;  and  repair  immediately  to  Charleston,  South  Caroliiia. 

A  motion  beln^  nmde  to  order  count  Pttlaski  immediateljr  tonrnreh  with 
his  legion  to  South-Carolina, 

Ordered.  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

CongresH  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  ot  the  marine  committee 
under  debate  the  15th:  WhcK  u ji  in, 

Besolvedt  That  the  new  frigate  huildiiig  at  Norwich,  in  CoiiiiucLicut,  and 
now  nearly  ready  to  be  lannched,  be  named  the  Confederacy. 

Coneresft  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  captain  of  the  taid  frifiite,  the 
Coilfbderacy,  and  the  ballots  beine  taken,  capt.  8eth  Harding  was  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broueht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major  Wil- 
liam Dark,  for  600  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  id"  William  Palfrey,  esq. 
pay -master general,  in  favor  of  the  said  W.  Dark,  for  that  sum,  dated  Sep- 
tember 15,  1778,  and  expressed  to  be  for  llie  u^r  vf  tlu'  iurces  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  for  which  the  said  pay-nin>i!  i  gen.  i?^  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  liuor  of  Alexander  Baugh,  for 
2U00  dollars,  it  being  so  much  received  of  him  b)'  Lewis  and  Charles  Cope, 
deputy  commissaries,  as  per  their  receipt  appears  for  James  Rae,  esq.  depu- 
ty commissary-general  or  purchases  in  Georgia,  who  is  to  be  accoantable. 
^  The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  baron  Steuben,  rela* 
tiye  to  Mons.  John  Temnnt,  having  reported  theieon»  Congress  took  the  re- 
port into  consideration  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Ternant  be  appointed'a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  be  ordered  to  repair  to  South-Carolina 
forthwith,  to  perforin  the  duties  of  inspector  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of 
these  states  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia:  that  he  report  liis proceedings 
as  inspector,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  board  of  war  and  inspector-general, 
conforming;  himself  to  such  regulations  as  are  or  shall  be  cstablislted  byCon- 
g^ress  for  the  inspector-general's  department ;  and,  until  he  shall  be  doly  no- 
tified nf  tiie  plan  of  the  department  being  arranged  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress,  that  he  govern  himself  as  near  as  may  m  by  the  rules  and  practice 
pursued  by  baron  8tenben»  during  his  having  executed  the  office  of^inspec- 
tor>general  with  the  grand  anpy,  procuring  the  approbation  and  autliority  of  , 
the  officer  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  states  in  the  said  states  of 
South -CarnVma  and  Georgia,  in  all  inatteis  relnfive  to  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  and  tlie  jmiI u  p  ol  the  can^ps,  <iai  l  isons  or  quarters,  previous  to  their 
being  put  in  practice  by  him  as  inspector. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ternant  be  all  (3  wed  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  Ueu- 
tenaiit-colonel  from  tlie  26th  of  March  last. 

JSIeso^timi,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a  secretary 
for  their  board,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  they  can. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

IVhereas  Congress,  by  a  resolve  passed  on  the  26th  of  Augtist,  1776,  made 
provision  for  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  as  also  for  the  private  soldiers,  marines,  and  seamen,  who  »«honUl 
thereafter  lose  a  limb  m  anv  ene:airement,  or  be  otlierwise  so  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  to  render  them  incapable  after- 
wards of  getting:  a  li\  eliliood  ;  and,  whereas,  divers  officers,  ami  others,  luive 
lost  limbs,  01  been  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  before  the  said  26th  of 
August,  to  whom  the  like  relief  ought  equitably  to  be  extended : 
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i!lBnyI««iii,That  all  provisioDS  hnd  regnkttoos  cAntaiii«d  in  the  said  resolve 

of  August  26th,  1776,  shall  extend  to  all  persons  who  lost  a  limb  or  were 
otherwiae  disabled  as  aforesaid  in  tht  service  of  the  United  Colonies  or  States 
of  America,  before  the  said  26th  of  August,  and  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  in  some  cases,  whether  certain  persons 
maiined  or  disabled  and  claiining  pensions,  were  at  the  time  in  the  service  of 
the  said  colonies  or  states  ;  for  removing  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  every  commissioned  and  non-commisioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate man  who,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  aB  aforesaid,  has  been, 
«r  hereafter  shall  be,  drawn  forth  for  the  common  defence,  (and  not  for  the 
servtce  of  any  particolar  state,)  or  who  has  tamed  ont,  or  shall  hereafter 
tnm  out,  voltintaril  j  to  oppose  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  Colonies  or 
States,  upon  any  sudden  attack  ur  invasion,  or  upon  any  enterprize  carried 
on  under  their  authority,  and  in  such  service  has  lost  or  shall  lose  a  limb,  or 
has  been  or  shall  be  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  tn  the 
pension  allowed  in  the  said  resolve  of  August  C6th,  1776;  provided,  thut 
any  such  rnmTti!>ssioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  man,  being 
found  capable  of  dning;  guard  or  garrison  duty,  shall  be  subject  thereto,  and 
serve  in  the  corps  of  invalids  when  required,  or  on  refusing  so  to  do,  shall 
be  struck  otf  the  list  of  pensioners ;  unless  the  person  so  refuain*^  have  a 
family,  or  be  uthervvise  peculiarly  circumstanced,  and  the  governor  or  pre* 
ildent  and  eoondl  of  the  state  he  belongs  to,  or  in  which  he  resides,  are  of 
opinion  an  exception  should  be  made  in liis  favor,  and  an  exemption  granted 
him  fihom  such  service,  a  certificate  of  which  opinion  he  shall  produce,  pre* 
Tious  to  his  receiving  his  pension. 

Ami  whereas  it  may  happen,  that  many  persons,  maimed  or  disabled  as 
aforesaid,  by  reason  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  deaths 
of  their  officers  and  surfi;eons,  or  other  accidents,  niiiy  not  liave  it  in  their 
power  to  procure  the  certificates  required  by  the  afore  mentioned  resolve,  to 
entitle  them  to  their  pensions, 

Resolved,  That  in  such  cases  applications  be  made  to  the  governor  or  pre- 
sident aiid  council  of  the  state  to  winch  any  person  maimed  or  disabled  as 
aforesaid  belongs,  or  in  which  h^  resides,  and  upon  shewing  to  him  or  them  . 
satisfactory  pro6f,  that  he  was  maimed  or  disabled  in  the  manner  before  men* 
tiooedt  and  producing  his  or  their  certificate  thereof,  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
and  receive  a  pension  in  like  manner  as  if  he  produced  the  cel'tificate  re- 
quired by  the  said  resolve. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  commerce 
respecting  Messrs.  Hewes,  Smith,  and  Allen,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  tlip  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed,  and  that 
the  committee  ol  coniTuerce  be  flirected  to  call  on  Mr.  Howes  to  prodiu  e  an 
account  of  the  continental  property  that  came  into  his  hands  as  commercial 
agent,  and  how  the  same  has  been  disposed  of. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

♦  SATURDAY,  September  26,  \77B. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  this 
house  on  Monday  afternoon  at  tiiree  oVlock,  to  be  examined,  touching  the 

matter  set  forth  in  the  resolution  of  the  22d. 

Ordered^  That  Tuesday  afternoon  be  assigned  for  hearincij  the  Hon.  Silas. 
Deane,  esq.  and  ttiat  he  he  notified  to  attend  on  that  day  at  tiiree  o'clock* 

A  letter,  of  the  2Gth,  froivi  col.  G.  Moro:an,  was  read. 

Ordered^  Tliat  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

A  letteri  of  the  25th,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcox,  was  read ;  Where- 
upon, 
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Cohsnress  resttmed  tlie  consideration  of  the  report  of  tlie  committee  ap- 
pointed, in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  executive  council  of  Penn* 
sylv[)nb,  to  determine  tlie  property  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  &c« 

alter  debate, 

Jiesulved,  That  the  state  of  facts  reported  by  the  said  committee  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  G.Morris, 
aud  Mr.  Smilh. 

A  letter,  of  the  £4th,  from^Mr.  John  Wharton,  was  read,  requesting  leave 
to  resigp  bis  office  as  member  of  the  navy  board  of  the.middle  district : 
Hemdved,  That  bis  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday,  respecting  pensioiw,  be 
published.  # 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of -the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
arrangement ol  lite  treasury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  followinjg; resolutions : 

Resolvedy  'V\\:a  a  house  be  providefl,  at  the  city  or  place  where  Congress 
shall  sit,  wherein  shall  be  held  the  several  offices  of  tlie  treasury: 

That  iliere  be  the  following  offices,  to  wit,  the  comptroller's,  auditor's, 
treasurer's,  and  two  chambet  a  ul  accounts  ; 

Tliat  each  chamber  of  accounts  consist  of  three  commissioners  aud  two 
clerks,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress : 

That  in  the  treasurer's  office  there  be  a  treasurer  annually  appointed  by 
Congress,  and  one  clerk  appointed  by  the  treasurer: 

That  in  tlie  auditor's  office  there  be  an  auditor  annvally  appointed  by 
Congress,  and  two  clerks  appointed  by  the  auditor  : 

That  in  the  comptroller's  office  there  be  a  comptroller  annually  appointed 
^  by  Con<rrcss,  and  two  clei  ks  appointed  by  the  comptroller: 

That  the  auditor,  treasurer,  and  comptroller  shall  not  be  appointed  unless 
by  the  votes  of  nine  states,  and  they  be  accountable  for  the  conduct  of  their 
clerks  respectively  ; 

That  the  auditor  shall  receive  all  accounts  brought  against  the  United 
States  for  money  lent*  expended,  or  advanced ;  goods  sold  or  purchased ; 
services  performed  or  worK  done,  with  the  vouchers^  and  shall  refer  them  to 
one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  endorsing  them  in  the  manner  marked  A  $ 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  chamber  to  whom  an  account  shall  be  re* 
ferred  shall  deliver  the  same  to  their  clerks,  to  be  properly  stated  : 

That  the  clerks  shall  state  the  accounts  referred  to  them  by  the  commis- 
sioners, number  and  arrange  the  vouchers,  examine  tlie  castings,  and  make 
necessary  copies  : 

That  the  clerks,  to  whom  an  account  shall  be  delivered,  after  they  have 
completed  the  same,  shall  endorse  it  in  the  manner  marked  B: 

That  the  commissioners  to  whom  an  account  is  referred  as  aforesaid,  shall 
carefully  examine  the  authenticity  of  the  vouchers,  rejecting  such  as  shall  not 
appear  sood,  compare  them  with  the  articles  to,  which  they  relate,  and  deter-  ^ 
mine  whetiier  tliey  support  the  charges ;  that  they  shall  reduce  such  articles  ' 
as  are  overcharged,  and  reject  sucli  as  are  improper^  and  shall  endorse  the 
accounts  in  the  manner  marked  C,  and  transmit  them,  with  the  vouchers,  to 
the  auditor,  and  cause  an  entry  to  be  made  of  the  balances  passed  : 

■  That  the  auditor  shall  receive  the  vouchers  and  accounts  from  the  com- 
missioners to  whom  he  relerred  them,  and  cause  them  to  be  examined  by  his 
clerk.  He  shall  compare  the  several  articles  with  the  vouchers,  and  il  the 
parties  concerned  shall  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  he 
shall  call  before  him  the  commissioners  and  the  party,  and  hear  them,  and 
then  make  determination,  from  whence  no  appeal  shall  lie»  unless  to  Con- 
gress. That  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  account  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
endorse  it  in  the  manner  marked  D,  of  which  endorsement  he  shall  send  a 
duplicate,  to  be  filed  in  the  same  chamber  of  accounts^  and  shall  transmit 
the  account  and  vouchers  to  the  comptroller : 
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That  the  comptroller  shall  keep  the  treasury  books,  and  seal  and  file  all  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  on  which  the  accounts  in  the  said  books  are  founded, 
and  shall  direct  the  manner  of  stating  and  keeping  thejpublic  accounts.  He 
shall  draw  bills  under  the  said  seal,  on  the  treasurer,  for  such  sums  as  shall 

be  due  by  the  United  States,  on  accounts  audited,  which,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment, shall  be  countersigned  by  the  auditor,  and  also  for  such  sums  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  ordered  oy  resolutions  of  Congress,  in  the  fonn  marked 
E.  When  moneys  are  due  to  the  United  Stales,  on  accounts  audited,  he 
shall  notify  the  debtor,  and,  after  hearing  him,  if  he  shall  desire  to  be  heard, 
fix  a  day,  for  payment,  according  to  the  circun^stance  of  the  case,  not  exceed- 
ing 90  days,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  to  the  auditor*  in  writings  in  the 
form  marked  F. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty,  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  issue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  comptroller  as 
aforesaid*  filing  duplicates  thereof  with  theiiuditor,  day  by  day,  as  he  shall 

make  payment:  that,  on  receipt  of  moneys,  he  shall  give  A  receipt  therefor, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  comptroller ;  and  that  he  shall  draw  out  and 
settle  his  accounts  quarterly,  giving  the  same  in  to  the  auditor  for  examina- 
tion, by  one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  to  be  from  thence  transmitted, 
liHdLi^h  the  auditor,  to  the  comptroller,  who  sliall  con^pare  the  same  with 
thf  treasury  books,  ascertain  the  baiaace,  and  return  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
Congress :  '  ' 

^  That  the  comptroUer  shall  receive  from  the  treasurer  all  receipts  bj  him 
ngned,  and  after  making  due  entry  thereof,  bv  charging  the  treasurer  and 
crediting  the  proper  accounts,  he  shall  endorse  the  same  in  the  manner  mark- 
sd  G,and  deliver  them  to  the  party  who  made  payment :  that  he  shall,  every 
quarter  of  a  year,  cause  a  list  of  the  balances  on  the  treasury  books  to  be 
made  out  by  his  clerks,  and  lay  it  before  Congress.  That,  where  any  per- 
son hath  received  public  moneys,  which  remain  unaccounted  for,  or  shall  be 
otherwise  indebted  to  the  United  States,  or  have  an  unsettled  account  with 
them,  he  shall  issue  a  summons  in  the  fona  mai  kcd  If,  in  which  a  reasona- 
ble time  bliail  be  given  for  the  appearance  of  iha  pai  ty,  according  to  the  dis- 
tance of  bis  place  of  residence  from  the  treasury,  of  which  he  shall  notify  the 
auditor : 

»  That,  in  case  the  party  summoned  to  account  shall  not  appear,  nor  make 
Spod  essoin,  the  auditor^  on  proof  made  of  service  in  due  time  or  other  suffi- 
cient notice,  shall  make  out  a  requisition  in  the  tonn  marked  I,  which  he 
shall  send  to  the  comptroller's  oihce  where  the  same  shall  be  sealed^  and 
then  it  shall  be  sent  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  in  which  the  party 
shall  reside : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  enact  laws  for  the  taking 
of  buch  persons,  and  also  to  seize  the  property  of  peisous  w  ho,  being  indebt- 
ed to  the  United  States,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same ;  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  by  the  auditor  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  respec- 
tive states,  in  the  form  marked  K,  under  the  treasury  seal ; 

That  the  several  officers  of  the  treasury  do,  before  they  take  upon  them  the 
execution  of  their  offices  respectively,  before  the  president  of  Congress  for 
the  time  being,  make  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  viz. 

"  I,  A.  B.  ,  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  solemn! t  and 

sincerelv  swear,  promise  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that 
.  1  ^ ill,  diligently  and  faithfully,  according  to  tiie  best  of  my  skill  and  un-  ^ 
<l^rstanding,  in  all  things  do  my  duty  as  a  ,  as  aforesaid,  without 

•  f<:sr,  favor^  attection,  or  partiality."  ^ 

Forms  refemd  to, 
•9.  Account  between  the  United  States  and  with  the  voachers 
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ing  in  the  whole^to  86,000  dollars,  to  enable  the  said  managers  to  paj  off 
the  higli  prizes  drawn  in  the  first  class  of  the  said  lottery ;  they  to  be  ac* 
count&le* 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  accounts  at  the 
treasury  office,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Resolve  Smith  was  elected* 

C(»n2:rpss  took  into  consideration  t1ie  report  of  the  board  of  war,  of  the 
8th  of  April  last,  relative  to  the  contract  made  with  Messrs,  Daniel  and 
Samuel  Hughes ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  be  allowed  186  2-3 
dollars  per  ton  for  all  catiuon  already  cast  by  them  ia  virtue  of  their  contract, 
whether  delivered  or  not,  and  which  have  stood  or  shall  stand  proof,  in  full 
of  all  claimd  and  accounts ;  ihe  guns  not  delivered  to  be  taken  when  proved 
at  the  furnace^  from  whence  they  are  transported  at  continental  expense* 

'  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  of  the  Slst  and  29th  of  last  month,  from  tne  board  of  war,  and  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Holkert  relative  to  cannon  imported  into  the  state  of  North*Carolina : 
Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  cannon  mentioned  in  the  said  letters  be  sold  to  tlie 
state?  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  the  former  to  have  24  and  the  latter 
25,  dividing  them  equally  as  to  weight  of  mettle  : 

Tiiat  the  said  states  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  said  cannon  on  the  terms 
the  United  States  have  imported  tliem.  » 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Deane  be  postponed  till  the  examina* 
tion  of  Mr*  Carmichael  is  finished,  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof. 

These  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  IVadsworth,  and  one  from  Mr.  Owen  Bid- 
die,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  Thdt  tliej  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the.  memorial  of  col. 

Blaine,  and  the  lettei  fi  oni  col.  II.  HoHingsworth. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  j^ostponed  till  Thurs- 
day next. 

Xdjoumed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morro^. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  30,  \77S. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  count  Pulaski,  with  hi^  legion  and  all  continental  soldiers 
fit  for  service  in  and  near  Philadelphia,  be  directed  to  repair  immediately  to 
Princeton,  there  to  wait  the  orders  of  gen.  Washington,  or  the  commanding 
oiiicer  in  New-Jersey. 

A  letter,  of  the  25(1,  IVoni  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  together  with 
a  letter  enclosed  froiu  lieut.  Samuel  Arnold,  containing  a  re^i^nalion-of  his 
commission ;  also  one  from  filias  Blancbard,  containing  a  resignation  of  his 
commission: 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  lieut  Samuel  Arnold  and  of  en- 
sign Elias  Blanchard  be  accepted. 

Reaohed,  That  major-general  Sullivan  be  authorized  to  accept  the  resign 
lUition  of  such  officers  in  tne  army  under  his  command  as  he  shall  tnink  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  ,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
rcconuncndation  of  capt.  KbLne/Li  Sullivan,  by  major-gen.  Green,  and  others :. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  relerred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  thev  be 
directed  to  enquire  whether  capt.  E.  Sullivan  has  been  duly  released  from 
ail  obli^atiuu?  as  ^ii  hostage  for  the  troops  captivated  at  tUt^  Ccddrs. 
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A  letter,  of  the  2lst,  from  majtJi -general  Heath,  was  read,  enclosing  sun- 
dry letters  that  passed  between  iiim  imd  major-general  Philips,  respecting! 
the  settleiiieiit  oi  ilie  accuuuts  fur  the  bupplies>  of  the  troops  of  the  coDven*| 
tidn  of  Saratoga  i  > 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  c<Hninittee  of  three  :  the  memberai 
dioaen,  M n  Gerry,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Smith.  ^ 

Mr*  Cartniehael,  attending  according  to  order^waa  called  in,  and  the  house  i 
|>roceeded  in  hia  examinatii^n.  | 

Ordered,  ^1?hat  Mr.  Caratichael  attend  on  Friday  afternooOy  to.be  farther  I 
examined. 

Adjoarsed  to  ame  o'clock  to-morrow. 

i 

THVRSDAY,  October  I,  \77B. 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  del^ate  from  Connecticut^  attended  and  took  his  oent  in 

CkmgresB. 

A  letter,  of  September  SOth»from  the  boati  of  war,  was  read,  with  sundrj 
papers  enclosed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Ueurj,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Mattiiews,  and  Mr. 
Reed. 

A  letter,  of  Septeiober  12th,  from  captain  Henrj  Johnston,  at  Boston,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  petition  of  captain  Francis  Tai  taiisoii,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  memorial  from  James  CEUers,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Dnck-Creek 
packet,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

^  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  n^rt  of  the  committee  on  the  pcti- 
tion  from  the  said  James  O'Ellers  and  Henry  Horn,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Duc^k-Creek  packet  ought  not  to 
he  sustained  bj  the  United  States,  and  that  gen.  Mifflin  be  aerred  with  a 
.  co^«f  this  resolution. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having,  according  v  to  order,  obtained  from 
Messrs.  Hewes  &  Smith,  a  return  of  uie  continental  stores  that  have  been 
received  and  delivered  by  them  as  agents  for  the  United  States  in  Nortii-  ; 
Carolina,  laid  the  same  before  Congress  ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
commerce,  respecting  Messrs.  Hewes,  Smith,  &,  Allen ;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  (irawn  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Messrs. 
Hewes,  Smith  &  Allen,  continental  assents  in  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for 
the  sum  ot  27,449  73-90  dollars,  beii^  in  full  of  the  balance  due  to  them  as 
reported  on  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  by  the  committee  of  commerce : 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  respects  the  brisantine  Com- 
merce, b^  reHBommitted,  and  that  the  committee  report  soeciailj  thereon. 

The  committee  on  the  treasu r j  brought  in  a  report ;  IVnereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tiie  treasurer  in  favor  or  captain  Wil- 
liam Henderson,  for  62d0  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  in  his  favor,  drawn 
bj  William  Palfrej,  esq.  pay-master  general,  dated  September  15, 
for  which  sum  the  said  pay-master  general  is.  to  be  accountable. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  tlie  board  of  war,  and  a.  letter  of  September 
^th,  from  count  Pulaski,  were  read. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Odtoher  2,  1778. 
Resohiiit  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Tcrnant, 
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Ibr  which  he  is  to  be  aocouAtable ;  and  that  he  be  entttied  to  the  benefits  of 
the  resohition  of  Coneress  of  September  4th,  in  regard  to  his  travelling  ex- 
peases  to  South-Corohna. 

Bt8olved»  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  receiving  and  considering  the. 
report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking:  info  cofi^iidoration 
state  of  the  clothin^::,  and'that  the  board  of  war  on  that  day,  lay  before  Con- 
«:ress  an  account  of  the  clothing  provided,  and  the  measures  bj  them  taken 
lor  lor  ward  in|^  the  same  to  the  army. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  the  board  of    a» ,  was  read  : 

Ordered,,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  dio- 
sen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Matthews*  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Henrv  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee for  the  state  of  Maryland. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  from  col.  Blaine>  and  letter  from  colonel 
HoUingf worth,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  iiom  ^f  r.  Chief  justice  M'Kean^  was  read ;  Where- 
upon, Congress  came  totlie  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  cotaphiint  has  been  made  to  Congress  that  brigadier  count  Pulas- 
ki has  resisted  the  civil  authority  of  this  state  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  do  require  his  personal  attendance  at  the 
war  office,  at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  he  continne  in  Phi- 
ladelphia until  enquiry  can  be  made  therein,  and  until  the  further  order  of 
Congress ;  it  bdng  the  fixed  determination  of  Congress  to  discourage  and 
suppress  every  opposition  to  civil  authority  by  any  olicer  in  their  service. 

C/ongress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
Tnemorial  of  col.  Blaine,  and  letter  from  col.  tiollingsworth;  and  thereup- 
on came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  scantiness  of  crops  of  wJieat  and  other  grain  in  the  states  of 
New -York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
and  the  wicked  arts  of  speculators.,  forestallers,  ancl  eiis^rosscrs,  who  infest 
every  quarter  of  the  couiiuy,  and  are  industriously  pui  cliasiag  up  giuin  and 
floQr«t  the  most  exorbitant  prices^  render  it  impracticable  to  obtain  timely 
ind  sufficient  supplies  for  the  operations  of  the  army  and  navy,  unless  the 
vest  vigorous  measures  are^  without  delay,  adopted,  to  restrain^  practices  so 
destructive  to  the  public  weal : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earaestly  recommended  to  the  legislative,  or,  where 
vested  with  sufficient  power,  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  states  above 
mentioned,  to  authori/.e  and  direct  any  civil  inntcistrate  witliin  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions,  on  an  liilormation  given  by  the  commissary  o:  (juai  ter- 
roaster  general,  or  by  t!ie  lieputy  commissary  or  quarter-master  general  ot 
the  respective  districts,  ol  any  extraordinary  quantity  of  grain  or  Hour  being 
purchased  and  in  the  possession  of  individuals,  forthwith  to  issue  his  war- 
rant empowering  the  informant  to  seize  the  same  for  the  public  use,  paying 
for  the  same  such  prices  as  to  tl)e  respective  legislatures  appear  proper,  to 
prevent  the  practice  of  engrossing  those  articles  iu  future,  not  exceeding  six 
dollars  per  hundred  ibrfloiirv  and  in  proportion  for  grain*  which  may  be  found 
in  tiie  hands  of  engrossers. 

And,  whereas,  the  facilitating  the  supply  of  the  army,  which  was  one  of 
the  principal  objects  in  laving  the  embargo,  has  been  defeated  by  individuals 
purchasin:;  up  grain  ami  i1our  with  a  view  of  exporting;  the  same  at  the  ex- 
piratiou  of  the  term  tor  w  hicii  the  embar^  is  laid  in  the  respective  states  : 

Resfilved,  Thattlie  i  inharu<'  '"'i  provisions,  which,  by  the  resolution  of  the 
8th  day  of  June  last,  was  laid  uutil  the  15ih  day  of  jSovember  next*  be  con- 
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tinued  in  force,  subject  to  such  exceptions  as  are  recommended  bj  the 
resolution  of  September  Sd,  till  the  last  day  of  January,  ir79,  or  until  such 
time  as  Congress  shall  g^re  notice  to  the  respective  states  that  sufficient 
supplies  have  been  obtained  for  the  operations  of  the  army  and  for  the  French 
squadron  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  states  to  take  the 
niost  etiectual  measures  for  carryinij;  this  resolution  into  eflVct. 

Oa  considering  this  part  of  t!ie  report,  the  committee  h;ivinij;  offered,  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  be  recominentled  to  the  legislative  or  executive  autho- 
rities ot*  the  rej*pective  states  to  coutinue  in  force  the  present  embargo,  &c. 

An  amendtuent  \vu^  moved,  tiiat  Congress  should  continue  the  embargo^ 
and  recommend  it  to  the  states  to  take  measures  for  enforcing  it : 

Upon  which  the  question  being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  najra  required  bj 
Mr.  Reed, 


at/  yay 
ay- 
ay 

-ay  \  <'!/ 

ail  ) 

(  au 


nij  J 

910} 


no 


no 


Virginia, 


S.-Carolina, 


Mr.  Harvie, 

R  H.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  P«nn, 

Harnett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
DnytoD, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Icilair, 


tw 


ay\ 
no\ 
no 

m) 

no 
no 


^kuhHamjuMrt,  Mr.  Bartlet^ 
Mumi*4ti9'£ayf  Mr.  S.  Ackin% 

L.ovell, 
Holtcii, 

Jihrnte-Aland^    Mr.  MwchMi^ 

Connecticut^      Mr.  Shennan, 
J^ew-rork,        Mr  Lewu^ 

Duer, 

PerniMgltwda,    Mr.  Re«d, 

Jumes  Smith,  ay 
Clingan,  m 
JllainflanUt        Mr.  Stone,  no 

Forbear 
Heiuy, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  report  being  amended,  passed 
as  above. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  seve* 
ral  states  to  pass  laws  for  the  seizure  and  forfeiture  of  all  grain  and  flour 
purchased  up  or  engrossed,  with  such  exceptions  rind  under  SUch  limitations 
and  restrictions  a'^they  mav  think  most  expedient. 

And,  whereas,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  end  proposed  by  Congress 
in  recommendin*;  an  exem|jtion  from  embargo,  by  their  resolution  of  Septem- 
ber i2d,  may  not  onlv  be  defeated  by  private  purchasers  enhancing  prices,  or 
by  captains  niakui^  talse  protests  ana  bearing  away  to  foreign  ports ;  but  in 
cases  where  vessels  may  actually  arrive  in  some  ports  of  the  eastern  states^ 
the  cargoes  may  be  engrossed  by  individuals  at  an  extravagant  rate,  with  a 
view  of  preying  u|)on  the  public;  to  guard  against  which  evds, 

Resohed)  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legiiilative  and  cxecu-- 
tive  authorities  of  the  respective  states,  not  to  grant  any  exemption  from 
embargo  to  any  vessels  whatever,  unless,  in  addition  to  the  former  security 
recommended*  the  persons  applying  for  the  same,  comply  with  the  tuiiowing 
stipulations,  to  wit: 

That  the  siiipper  or  shippers  of  tlie  carjjo  solemnly  make  oatli,  that  no  part 
of  the  flour  or  grain  proposed  to  be  shipped  has  been  purchased  or  contracted 
for  since  the  10th  of  October,  1778 : 

That  the  shipper  and  every  man  on  board  of  the  said  vessels,  whether  sea* 
men  or  passengers,  solemnly  swear  that  they  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
be  privy  to  or  concerned  in  any  measure  whatsoever,  which  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  some  safe  port  in  one  of  the  eastern  states ; 
but  that  they  will,  without  any  deception,  mental  reservation  or  equivocation 
whatever,  take  every  measure  to  carry  into  eftect  the  intention  of  tlte  license 
granted : 

That  the  shii«]KM  shall  first  agree  with  the  commissary-general, or  person  by 
him  duly  authui  i/.ed,  for  such  purpose,  on  the  price  for  which  the  flour  shipped 
shall  be  delivered  at  one  of  the  ports  iu  the  eabteiii  btales  iui  tiie  public  use. 
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Resolvedy  That  the  exemption  from  the  embargo,  as  recommended  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  September  Gd,  be  exterKhn!  to  vessels  belon^iii  j  to 
the  middle  and  southern  as  well  as  those  of  the  eastern  states,  under  the 
restrictions  and  stipulations  above  mentioned. 

Hesolved,  That  the  commissarv-c:encral  be  authorized  to  despatch  provision 
vessels  to  the  eastward,  witli  or  waliout  convoy,  as  iii  ills  judgment  shall  be 
most  conducive  to  the  certain  and  speedy  supply  of  those  articles  for  the 
army  of  the  United  States  and  the  fleet  or  count  d'Estaing,  notwithstanding 
any  resolution  of  Congress  heretofore  made  on  this  8uJ;>ject« 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■   SATURDAY,  Octohrr  3.  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  bri;j;adier  count  Pulaski,  and  one  of  the  2d,  from 
jthe  board  of  war,  were  read  :  Whereupon, 

Orderedy  That  the  board  of  war  he  tlii  ected  to  enquire  into  the  claim 
made  against  brigadier  count  Pulaski  on  which  he  has  been  lately  arrested, 
and  it  such  claim  has  arisen  for  articles  furnished  to  his  legion,  that  the 
board  par  what  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable,  and  if  not  accepted, 
that  the  board  procure  bad  to  the  suit,  and  that  the  board  be  directed 
to  inform  brijiadier  Pulaski  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  military  officer  in 
tiie  service  of  these  states,  to  yield  obedience  to  any  process  issuing  from 
any  court,  judge  or  magistrate  within  any  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  count  Pulaski's  letter  as  relates  to  his  legion^ 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  June 
Ist,  from  the  hon.  A  Lee,  at  Paris,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq.  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  said  leiter,  so  far  as  relates  to  him. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  5,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  September  25th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  and  one  of  the 
SMf  of  the  same  month,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and 
one  of  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  junl  late  pay- 
master In  the  nortluM-n  department,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  September  2'.Uli,  I  rom  general  Washington,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  50  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  army,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  September  29th,  (i oiu  uiajor  Jolin  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors 
in  the  army ;  a  memorial  of  captains  Gilbert  and  Holmes ;  and  a  letter 
from  John  Beatty,  commissary -general  of  (irisoners  ;  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  in  specie  be  advanced  to  coK  J.  Beattr, 
commissary-general  of  prisoners,  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  in  tlie  hands 
of  the  enemy^  and  to  discharge  the  debts  of  those  exchanged ;  and  that  the 
commissary  "general  make  monthly  returns  of  his  expenditures  to  the  board 
of  treasury. 

On  aj)|)licattnn  of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolve  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  passed  April  30th,  1778: 

Ordprfd,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  said  delegates,  for  the 
use  ui  die  bute  of  North-Carolina,  and  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Sesohid,  That  commissions  be  made  out  for  the  officers  in  count  Pulaski's 
legion,  and  despatched  to  them  by  express  by  the  board  of  war« 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  with  a  letter  eti- 
closed,  Illative  to  the  enemy's  appearance  off  Egg^Harbour: 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  host  means  of 
repelling  the  enemy :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  H.  Morns,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr* 
R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Reed. 

A  letter,  of  September  18th,  from  Mr.  President  Weare,  of  the  state  of 
New-Hampshire,  was  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress  took  into  consideration  a 
report  of  the  board  of  tretsuly  of  Julr  25th  ta9t»  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  israe  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates 
of  the  state  of  New-HaniMhire,  for  150,000  dollars^  for  the  uie  of  the  said 
state,  being  advanced  on  the  application  of  the  same: 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  Nicholas  Gilman,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Now-Hampsfiire,  for  50,000  dollars, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  state,  advancinl  upon  the  same  api^licalion  ;  for  which 
sums,  amountinii;  to  '^00,000  dollars,  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable* 

The  committee  ua  the  treasury  brought  in  a  reyiort ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Joiin  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-^neral,  ia 
favor  of  Mr.  J.  Banister,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  for 
1500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  tf» 
be  accountable. 

That  a,  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  Harnett,  one  of 
the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  1000  dollars,  advanced  upoA 
his  npplication ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  esq. 
clothier  {general,  for  r>0,000  dollar*,  to  Ik*  bv  fnm  advanced  to  William  Gard- 
ner, agent  in  New-Hampshire,  for  completing  his  purchases  of  clothing  anil 
making  up  the  same ;  the  said  clothier-general  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  by  several  commissioners  of  the  continental 
loan-offices,  that  they  have  received  for  loan-office  certificates  and  lottery 
tickets  of  the  Unitea  States,  considerable  sums  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  bjr 
states,  who,  bj  acts  of  their  respective  legislatures,  have  stopped  the  circu- 
lation of  such  bills: 

Remitted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  states  to  direct  their  trea* 
«urers  to  receive  such  bills  of  credit  from  the  said  commissioners  res- 
pectively, and  deliver  in  exchange  continental  currency  to  the  amount  there- 
of ;  the  said  commissioners  declaring:,  on  oath,  if  required^  that  such  bills 
were  received  by  them  in  virtue  of  ti»eir  office. 

In  con^eqnence  of  an  adjustment  bj  the  commissioners  of  claims^  the  au- 
iditor-genei al  teports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  for  foreign 
affairs,  his  pay  from  the  17th  of  February,  to  the  mh  of  September*  177B, 
being  seven  months,  at  70  dollars  per  month»  490  dollars : 

(mered.  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  having,  according  to  order,  made  return  of  the  clothing  • 

on  hand,  as  far  as  has  come  to  their  knowledge:  « 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
gen.  Washington's  letter  of  Avi'j;nst  4th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ; 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Slierman,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  purchase  an  at^as  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  tlus  afternooDj  at  4  o'clock,  to  be 
further  examiucd. 

Three  o'clock,  P«  M. 

JResolvedf  That  the  legion,  under  command  of  count  Pulaski,  be  order- 
ed to  proceed  immediately  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  Little  Egg-Harbour 
against  the  attack  now  making  by  the  enemy  on  that  port : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  immediate  measures  for  comma-* 
nicattng  this  order  to  the  count. 
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Mr.  Carmichael  attending  according  to  order,  was  called  in,  and  b  ng 
farther  examined,  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Information  having  been  given  to  Congress  of  a  report  ibat  some  of  ihe 
officer!  belonging  to  the  troops  of  the  conTention  ot  Saratoga,  have  been 
permitted  to  go  into  New-York  on  parole,  and  Aat  such  penoission  and  pa- 
ndas have  been  granted  by  the  depntf -commissarj  of  prisoners  in  tiie  east* 
eiB  department : 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  major-general  Heath  on  tliis  subject, 
and  direct  him  to  enquire  into  this  matter,  and  take  order  thereon* 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  6,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  September  2Sd,  from  Messrs,  Otis  &  Andrews,  to  the  board 
of  War,  was  laid  betoie  (Jongress,  and  read  : 

Urdereif,  That  jt  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  dolhier's  deprtment. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended  and  took  lus  seat  In 
Congress. 

The  committee  of  comnterce  bronsht  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  tlie  committee 
of  commerce,  for  16,666  2-3  dollars,  to  be  by  them  trnnsmitted  to  John 
Langdfm,  esq.  conlinental  agent  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  state  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, for  the  purpose  of  lading  the  French  ship  Butchesji  of  Gramont^and 
other  contingent  c]Ku;j;es. 

The  committee  on  the  treasuj  y  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Ordaed,  Tiiat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  lavur  of  Mr.  J.  Loveil, 
for  account  of  John  Hancock,  esq.  for  300  dollars,  being  somnch  advanced 
by  him  to  William  Dodd  and  Patrick  M'Ctoskr,  for  public  service^  and  pas- 
sed to  their  accounts  in  the  treasury  office,  and  that  me  said  sum  1^  chaiJusd 
to  Hn  Hancock. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  export  of  the  committee  on 
finance^  and  made  some  progress  therein*  ^ 

Three  o'ci.oc  k,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  September  25th,  from  Mr.  J.  Ba/nton,  paj -master  at  Fort-f  itt, 

was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  September  24th,  from  Andrew  Lewis  and  Thomas  Lewis,  esqrs. 
commissioners  at  Fort-Htt,  was  read,  together  with  their  proceedings  aSt  a 
treaty  with  the  chiefs  pf  the  Delaware  nation,  and  an  agreeement  or  con- 
federation entered  into  between  them  and  the  said  chieft,  and  other  papera 
enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  thme :  tiie  mem- 

bers  chosen,  Mr.  ITarvie,  Mr, Drayton,  and  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  letter,  of  Aiiji^jst  20th,  from  gov.  Houston,  of  Georj^ia.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  letter  of  September  3d,  from 
major-general  R.  Howe,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Telfair,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

Hesolved,  That  gov.  Livingston  be  requested  to  use  his  utmost  diligence 
in  obtaining  the  best  information,  upon  oath,  of  the  treatment  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  BaWor  and  his  party  by  the  enemj,  who  atteehid  thnm;  specifying 
the  time  when  the  attack  was  madoi 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  7,  177$. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  S.  Deaiie^  esq*  WW  read  t 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Voi-IiL  a  ' 
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A  letter,  of  the  Sd»  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  accomnanied  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair; 

Congress  resnmed  tiie  consideration  of  the  report  m  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  some  progress  being  made  therein* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Octobers,  1778. 

Mr.  Ellsworth^  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended  and  took  his  seat  iu 

Congress. 

A  letter,  of  September  25th,  froqi  Peter  Colt,  esq.  deputj  commissat 
general  of  purchases,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mendiers  cho- 
sen, |Ar«  Wither  spoon,  Mr.  Oerrj,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial 
of  major-general  St.Clair,attd  tne  papers  accompanying  them,  be  referred  to 
a  committee  r 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  to  add  "  of  the  whole  house 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yea»  and  najs  being 

required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


New-Hampahire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
MoMa'tU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adanis, 

Gerry, 

Lowell, 
Hulten, 

Rhodc'I^aud,    Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 


no  yno 

no  t 

no  I 

noJ 

'  no  yno 

fio5 

ay 


no 


Maryland, 


Virgiaia, 


Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
Mr.  Withenpoon,  no' 

Scudder,       no ' 
I  Elmer,  no 

Pennsykania,    Mr.  Reed,  ay' 

Cfingsn,  fi 

8o  it  passed  in  the  negatiye. 

The  main  question  was  then  put : 

The  yeas  and  nnys  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


no 


S.*CanUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 

Stone, 

Heiiiy, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

R  H.  Lee, 

M.  Sroith, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

William^ 
Mr.  LiHireM^ 

Mattliews, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telftir, 
LiDgiraftfay, 


y.-Hampshtre^    Mr.  Bartlett, 
Maasa'stls-£ay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 


Bhodc'hland, 
Omneeticut, 

NewJ^arsey, 


no  yno 
ay- 
no 
no 
no 


no  yno 
not 


no 
no 


no 


LoveU, 
Holten, 
l^Ir.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Ellswocthb 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
Wt.  Withcrspoon,  uy 
Elmer, 

Scudder,  710 
Fenmybxauo^    Mr.  lieed,  no 

James  Smitli,  no 
CfingBn,     .  no  ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  . 

Ordered,  That  100  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  conrt-martial  on  the 
trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair,  together  with  his  defence,  be  printdlfo^  the 
useof  themen3>ers. 

Ti5REE  o'clock,  P.M. 

Congress  mumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 


S.'CarditMi, 


Geor^m 


Mr.  Chase, 
Stone, 
Henry, 

no" 

nf'i 

no 

noy 

]fr.  Hunic, 

ml 

K.  H  Lec, 

no  ' 

\ 

M.  Smith, 

no 

*'no 

Griffin, 

noJ 

Mr.Peim, 

Harnett, 

n't  \ 

.no 

Williama, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

>no 

Matthew^ 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 
LangWQfthy, 

710  " 

no  1 

•  no 
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finances  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  determination  of  the  ques- 
tion, viz.  w  That  all  limitettons  of  prices  of  silver  and  gold  be  takeQ  off; 
which  was  yesterday  postponed  at  the  request  of  a  state,  he  further  postponed : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  naja  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


X'.-Hamp.^hirr,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Ma99a'tt9-Jiag,  Mr.  S.  A  darns, 

Gerry, 
Lovel^ 
*  Holten, 
RJiode- Island,   Mr.  Marchant, 
Mi'.  Sticrman, 
Ellsworth^ 

Mr.  T.cwis, 


Connecticut, 
Ntu>Jer8ty, 


Due-]', 
Mr.  Witiicrspoou, 
Elmer, 
Scuddcr, 


FtmuyUama,  Mr.  R.  Mom^ 

Reed, 


N.-CaroUna, 


JaflMs  Smithy 

Clingan, 
Mr.  Henrv, 
Mr.  iianic, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin. 
Mr.  Penn* 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Mstthew^ 
Ifr.  Walton, 

Tel&ir, 


.no 


So  if  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  that  part  of  the  report. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


ynr-HampshirCy  Mr.  Ikirtlett, 
m\j£U6a' stu-Batff  Mi*,  Adams, 

Geny, 


Bhode-Iiiandf 


no  ^no 

m\ 

no 

no  J 


JVSrwrtrJb, 
^"ewmUriey, 


na  }  no 


ay 

ay 


JV.- Carolina, 


S.-CaroUna, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  R.  Morris, 
J.  Smith, 
CUngan, 
Mr.  Heniy, 
BIr.  Uarvie, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
M.  Smithy 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Ilai-nett 
WiUiaQii^ 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telftir,  . 


ay 
ay 

no) 

uy  ^.  ay 


Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  M&rcliau^ 
Mr.  Shemuu^ 
Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ajf 

Elmer,  ay$  ^ 

Scudder,  excused,  not 
having  been  present  at 
theddbate. 
Pemt^fiwmkh  Ut-  Reed,  excused,  not  hav- 
ing- been  preaent  at  the 
debate. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  Dine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

'  FRIDAY,  October  9, 17TB. 

A  petitton  from  BHsha  Doane,  was  read,  accompanied  uTttii  the  proceed* 
iuM  ef  a  Goart  of  admlraltj  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  on  the  libel 
«<Tmdwell  and  Penhallow,  versoB  brig  GkisaniMh/'.tic.  praying  that  he. 

may  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  Conmss :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  re^rred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  E  lis  worth  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  com- 
mittee, for  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  Friday  next  be  assij^ned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
proceedings  and  sentence  of  tlie  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-geru  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  September  8th,  from  major- general  Schuyler,  was  read>  with 
a  petition  enclosed  from  Dominique  li'EcIise  : 

Ordtredt  That  the  tame  be  referred  to  tbeboard  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Sept  30di,  from  major-general  Heathy  was  readi  witb  a  pH-* 
per  of  intelligence  enclosed  s  ... 

Ordmd,  loat  the  same  be  referred  to  fhe  board  of  war. 
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A  report  from  the  bottrd  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  states  in  which  col.  Mosl*s  Rawlins  shall  re- 
cruit for  his  regiment  shall  give  to  persons  inlisting  in  the  same,  for  three 
vcars,  or  durin'j;  the  war,  the  bounty  alloweil  by  the  state,  in  addition  to 
the  continental  bounty,  the  rnrn  so  furnished,  not  being  inhabitants  of  any 
other  uf  the  United  States,  siiaii  be  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  state  in 
>vhich  they  shall  be  iniisted. 

Id  consequence  of  an  adjastment  bj  the  commiiiioDen  of  daioiBy  the  an* 
auditor-general  reports^ 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  reeiment«GOfli« 
manded  bjcol.  L.  Nicola,  for  pay  and  subsistence  for  the  moftUiof  August 
last,  the  sum  of  1558  25-90  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Paul  Feajjer,  907  15-90  dollars,  being  a  balance  due 
for  213  reams  of  money  paper  delivered  to  Hall  &  Sellers : 

That  there  is  due  to  Juhii  Thaxter,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's 
office,  from  June  l6th  to  OctoU  r  l6th,  1778,  S66  2-3  dollars,  and  for  extra 
expenses  from  York-town  to  Philadelphia^  25  dollars,  making  in  the  whole* 
391  60-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Hurrie*  for  bis  senrtces  as  door-keeper  to 
Congress,  from  Julr  3d  to  September  30th,  1778,  inc1usiTe»  161  dollars,  and 
for  cash  advanced  for  sundry  small  articles  for  the  use  of  the  house,  IT  54*90 
dollars,  "^^kins  in  the  whole,  178  54-90  ddlars : 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  OH 
finance*  and  spent  some  time  thereon. 

^  Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  500  dollars  be  allowed  to  Mr.  J.  Nourse,  pay-master  to 
the  board  of  w  ar  and  ordnance,  over  and  above  his  pay,  in  compensation  of 
his  trouble  and  risoue  in  paying  the  sums  of  money  entrusted  to  him. 

Buoived,  That  the  sum  of  SOO  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  John  Thaiter,  in 
rewacrd  for  his  extra  services  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's  office. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  pay-master 
of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  answer  the  de- 
inands  of  the  board  in  prosecuting  the  [)ur<  h;ise  of  «hoeg,  hatSy  blankets, 
hose  and  mittens:  the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable,: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower, 
commissary-general  of  military-stores,  for  100,000  dollars,  being  advanced 
on  the  applicatioiv  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance^  for  the  u^e  ul  ins 
d^rtment ;  for  irhich  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  ef  this  day,  from  John  Connolly,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  September 
15th,  from  Mr,  Beatty,  commbsary  of  prisoners. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordevedi  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  the  same  into  consid- 
eration. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  lay  on  the  table  tiie  three  last  returns  of 
the  continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  clothing 
department ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  lieed  and  Mr.  Duer. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  10,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  director-general^  was  read,  en* 
closing  a  return  of  th^  sick  in  the  hospital : 
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Ordendt  That  li  be  referred  to     medical  ceminittee. 

A  letter^  of  the  8th,  from  col.  Pickerin^y  of  the  bofird  of  war»  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tbree»  and  that  they  confer 
with  col.  Pickering  and  report  to  Congrees :  the  membm  chogen»  Mr.Har- 
Tie,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  September  30tb«  from 
the  board  of  war,  brought  in  a  report; 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  ' 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  iavor  of  James  Reed, 
pj-ma8ter  to  the  navj  board  in  the  middle  district,  for  2666  60-90  dollars, 
ufall  for  two  jeara'  wages,  ending  the  5th  daj  of  December^  irTT)  and  in 
fsU  compensation  for  his  extr^  sehrfcee  iknihg  that  time. 

Resolved^  That  the  marine  ciNnuMttee  be  authorized  to  employ  Mr.  James 
as  paj-master  and  olerk  to  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  dietrict,  and 
aUow  him  for  his  services  at  a  rate  riot  exceeding  2000  dollars  a  year,  to 
commence  from  the  5th  of  December,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  August  24th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe^  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
iioaQce,  and  made  some  progress  therein. 

A  letter,  of  July  6th,  from  Mr.  Pollock,  and  one  of  J  uly  29tli,  from  James 
Wiiiingy  at  New-Orleans»  to  the  committee  of  commerce*  were  laid  before 
Congreao,  and  read;  also  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Weareat,  esq.  at 
Savannah :  ' 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letters  as  relates  to  military  operatioiis, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  report  thereon  : 

That  so  much  of  the  said  letters  as  relates  to  commercial  matters  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Acyourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Octofer  IS,  1778. 

The  proceedings  ol  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  ui  major-general  Schnylery 
were  laid  before  Congress : 
IMeredy  To  lie  onthe  table. . 

A  motion  was  mad^^  that  Congress  pass  the  following  resolutions : 
Whereas  true  religion  and  good  morals  are  the  only  solid  foundations  of 
poblic  liberty  and  happiness : 
Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several 

states,  to  take  the  most  effectna!  measures  for  the  encouragement  thereof, 
and  for  the  suppressing  theatrical  entertainments,  horse  racing-,  teaming,  and 
such  other  diversions  as  an  pi  od  active  of  idleocss,  dissipation,  and  a  general 
ciepiavity  of  pnnciples  and  manners.  * 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  hereby 
are  strictly  enjoined  to  see  that  the  good  and  wholesome  rules  provided  for 
diediseoiintenanGlngof  prophaneness  and  vice,  and  the  preservation  of  morals 
imong  the  soldiers,  are  duly  and  punctually  observed. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  resolution,  with  the  preamble* 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Roberde^u, 

yew-Hampefdre,  Mr.  Bartlett,  ay 

Mma*tif'Bttjh  Mr.  ft.  Ackms,  ay'^ 

Gen>,  ayS,ay 

Holten, 

Hhode-hlandp     Ifr.  Murchaot,  oy- 

Cotmecticut,       Mr.  Sherman,  r'  y  > 

EUswoiih,  uyS^^' 
AlMJbW!||f      M&P«  Witherspooa,  au  } 

Beudder,  •yS''^ 


Penrutfhamat    Mr,  R.  Morris, 

Kobenleau, 
J.  Smith, 
Clingan, 
Mar^  kmd,        Mr.  Heti^, 
Fir^nia,         lJ(r.  Han  ie, 

R  II  J.vc, 
M.  bimth, 
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S.'Carolitia, 


no 
no 


no 


Mr.  Hamett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mattfaew%  «y 

So  it  was  retolved  in  the  aflimiitiTe* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  resolution, 
The  jeas  and  iiajra  beiag  required  bj  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Walton,  atf 
Telfair,         no ' 
Langworthy,  ay. 


Ncw-HamfAhtf  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Alma^MtU'Ma^  Mr.  S.  Adam% 

Gerryi 


RhodR'hland, 
New-York^ 


Holtei^ 

Mr.  MardkHB^ 
Mr.  Sherman, 
tiUkwortb, 
Mr.  Lewia^ 

G.  Morrifl^ 
Mr.  WithenpoQD,ay 
£liiier»  ay 
Scodder,  ay 
Mr.  It  Morris,  ay 
Roberdcati,  ay 
James  Smitli,  no 


4^ 

ay>  ay 
''nay 


ay 


Delaivttre,        Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mftrylandf         Mr.  Henr)', 
Virginia,         Mr.  Harvi^ 

ItH.  Lee, 
M.  8Biid|» 
Griffin, 
^artii-Carolinaf  Mr.  Penny 

Harnett, 
WUBaau^ 

Soutk-Carokna,  Bfr.  Laurens 

Mattlicw8> 


Georgkk 


Mr.W^M|, 
L»|^et0qri 


Clingan,  ay. 
So  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  afiirmative. 
A  motion  was  made  to  ro-conaider  the  first  resolution ; 
On  which  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Jjtokflbii^MA^  Mr.  Bartlett^ 
Mr.  S.  Adanu^ 


ATeW'l'ork, 


no 


-n0 


Dehuan, 

MarylanJf 


S.'Catolinm, 

Georgia^ 


Uf.  M*Kean, 

Henrjr, 
Mr.  Harvic, 
RU.Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Wafiam^ 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  V\  aiton, 
LaogworChyi 


fio  >fllO 

oy'\ 

ay  W 

no' 


no 


7  . 


Gerry, 
Uolten, 
Mr.  Marchaat, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Mr.Lewi% 

O.  Morris, 
Mr.  Withen|Kioii»iw 
Elmer,  no 
Scuddcr,  no 
Pemujfhankt,   Mr.  R.  Monii^  mf 

Reed,  no 
Rob^eau,  no 
Japoes  Smith,  ay 
Clingan,  no 

So  it  pashcd  iu  the  negative. 

Three  o'clock  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  G.  Morgan,  was  read  4 

Orderedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

In  Gonaequence  of  an  adjastment  bj  the  cmunisaionersof  claims,  the  an* 

ditor-genera!  reports, 

That  tliere  is  due  to  Frederick  Bickiog,  a  balance  of  1740  d3>90  dollars^ 
for  84  rearas  of  money  paper: 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  bis  pay  and  subsistence  as 
chaplain  to  colonel  James  Livingston's  regiment,  from  September  11th  to 
October  10th,  1778,  inclusive,  60  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Jossfih  Ward,  oommissaiT-general  nmsters,  for 
eash  he  advanced  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  business,  from  April  KHh^ 
irzr,  to  September  1st,  1779, 59  45-90  doUara: 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  De- 
laivare,  on  the  libel  Tbomas  Goodwio,  ^«  yfersoi  schooner  Fortttae,"  wss 
lodged  with  the  secretary. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ne&t,  and  some  progress  being  made  therem*  . 
Aqoarned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow« 

TUESDAY,  October  13,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  oi  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  tiom  major -general  marqiiis  tie  la  Fayette,  was  rcad^ 
with  one  of  the  6th,  from  general  Washington  enclosed : 

Order^p  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  foor;  the  membert 
chosen,  Mr.  G.  Morris»  Mr.  R*  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams* 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Drayton  be  added  to  the  foregoing  committee,  and 
that  Mr.  Witherspoon  be  added  to  the  committee  for  preparing  instructionii 
to  Dr.  Franklin,'  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 

ff  France. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  governor  Livingston,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  an  extract  of  so 
much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  tr^de  carrying  on  with  the  enemy  at  Shrewsbur/, 
be  sent  to  general  Washington. 

A  memorial  from  major  W.  Bally,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

An  advertiaement  of  John  Leach  Knight,  was  laid  before  Congreaa: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  conunittee  of  threes  the  mendiejrs  cho» 
S€&,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  M*Kean,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  De- 
laware, on  the  libel    Daniel  Murphy,  &c.  versus  sloop  Uawke,"  was 

lodged  with  the  secretary. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  colonel  T.  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  was  read,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  incursion  into  the  Indian  country: 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  gen.  Washington,  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  take  immediate  measures  for  preventing  the  enemy 
from  occupying  a  post  at  Chemung,  and  for  repelling  the  invasions  of  the 
savages  on  ue  frontiers  of  New-York,  New- Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania. 

Thkee  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  council  of  war 
of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  dated  June  11th,  1778,  and  directed  to  the  de- 
legates of  that  state,  report, 

That  the  said  state  having,  in  December  last,  appointed  Mr.  John  Reynold  , 
sgent-ciothier  to  that  state,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  and  no 
instructions  having  been  forwarded  to  the  said  agent,  and  applications  having 
been  made  and  pi  ebsed  upon  the  said  agent  by  the  military  oliicers  ia  the 
mid  state  for  clothinct  under  the  restrictions  and  lunitations  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  November  22d,  1777;  the  council  of  war  for  the  said 
stote  advised  the  said  agent-clothier  to  supply  the  officers  of  the  two  conti* 
nental  battalions  raised  oy  that  state  with  necessary  clothing,  receiving  from 
them,  until  he  should  receive  farther  orders,  four  shillings  lawful  money  for 
what  cost  one  shilling  sterling,  which  was  thought  to  be  in  just  proportion  to 
the  wages  of  the  officers  ;  and  the  a^^spmbly  ot  the  said  state  having,  agree- 
ably to  the  recommendation  of  the  convention  at  Springfield,  and  the  subse- 
quent approbation  of  Confrross,  ordered  a  brigade  to  be  raised  for  twelve 
months  from  the  16th  of  March  last,  and  assigned  the  officers  the  same  pay 
as  those  in  the  continental  service,  did,  on  the  31st  of  May  last,  pass  an  or- 
der that  the  agent-clothier  should  supply  them  with  clothing,  and  at  such 

Clces  as  are  speciied  in  the  said  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  S2d  of  Novem- 
r  last,  upon  their  preducing  a  certificate  from  major-general  Sullivan*  of 
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the  proportion  to  be  furnished  them  respectively,  agreeably  to  the  said  re* 
solve ;  and*  vpon  the  application  of  gen.  StflHvan  to  the  said  assembly,  thejr  . 
passed  an  order  that  all  tAie  continental  officers  doing  daty  in  the  said  state* 
'  although  not  belonging  to  the  continental  battalions  of  the  same,  should  be 
supplied  in  the  like  manner :  and  because  the  said  several  transactions  of  the 
said  council  of  war  and  legishtiire  of  the  ^aif^l  str\te  were  done  and  made  from 
the  necessity  of  the  officers  in  the  said  department,  and  for  want  of  the 
necessary  instructions  of  the  clothier-general  for  these  parposes,  the  said 
Jej^islature  directed  their  delegates  in  congress  to  lay  the  same  before  Con- 
gress for  their  approbation  :  the  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
said  transactions,  advice,  and  directions  of  the  said  council  of  war  and  le-' 
gislature,  and.the  advance  of  clothing  made  by  the  said  agent-dothier,  iq 
consequence  thereof,  were  advisable,  and  agreeable  to  the  spirit  and  inten- 
tion ot  the  said  resolution  of  Congress  of  November  28d,  1777 :  Whereupon, 
Mesolvedt  That  Congress  do  approve  of  the  said  transaction,  advice  and 
instructions  of  tlie  council  of  war  and  legislature  of  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island,  and  of  the  advance  of  clothing  made  in  consequence  thereof  by  the 

agent-clothier. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  towliich  an  amendment  being  moved, 

Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  amendment,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  five :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  M.Smith,  Mr. Gerry,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  R.  H.Lee^and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered^  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  fixing  the  salaries  and  no« 
minating  the  officers  of  the  treasury  on  the  new  arrangement : 

That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  the  said  officers. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tlie  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  James 
Smith,  one  of  the  delerrates  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  GOO  dollars,  ad- 
vanced upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delej^ates  of  Georgia, 
for  1339  60-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  advance  the  said  sum  to  captain 
Rawleish  Downman,  for  subsisting  his  company  whilst  on  the  recruiting  ser* 
vice ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Matthew  Irwin,  late 
deputy  commissary  general,  for  75,000  dollars,  to  complete  the  sum  of 
flOO,000  dollars,  which  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  deceased,  late  commissary -ge* 
neral,  in  a  letter  of  credit  of  August  14th,  1777,  to  the  president  of  Con- 
gress, applied  for  as  an  advance  to  Mr.  Irwin,  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
10  the  account  of  Mr.  Joseph  Trumbull. 

J^esolved,  That  Josepli  Clay,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  genera!  in  the  state 

t^eor^ia,  be  empowercLl  and  directed  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy 
commissary,  the  deputy  <juarter-master,  and  the  deputy  clothier-general,  in 
the  said  state,  (they  obtaining  a  warrant  from  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
southern  de|»rtnient,)  such  sum  or  sums  of  money ^as  may  be  wanting  in 
their  respective  departments ;  each  of  them  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  the 
said  deputy  pay-master  general  transmit  the  accounts  of  the  sums  he  may 
00  advance  to  Uie  several  officers  at  the  heads  of  the  above  mentioned  de- 
partments. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  deputy  commissary,  the  deputy  quarter-master,  and 
the  deputy  clothier-general,  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  when  tiiey  deliver  their 
respective  accounts  of  expenditures  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general,  do 
cause  to  be  specified,  on  the  receipts  of  the  said  accounts,  that  the  same  were 
paid  ia  continental  currency,  and  that  tlie  sum  be  fully  expressed  in  words. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  pay-master  general  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  pay  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  tj^e  continental  pllies  in  the  state 
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of  Georsia,  the  monthly  wages  that  are  and  maj  be  due  ti>  them,  transmit* 
lias  at  &e  end  of  ereir  monoi  an  aecoant  of     same  to  tim  boaid  <€  tmswy. 
Adjonnied  to  ten  o'clock 'to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  October  14,  177S.  v 
A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  esq.  cornmissarj-geiieral  of 
purchases,  was  read,  with  an  account  of  his  roceipto  and  expenditures, 
amounting  to  6,500,000  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  chevalier  de  laNeuville,  was  read  :  Wl^ereupon, 
Besolved,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  brigadier  be  granted  to  Mr.  de 
laNeuville,  the  elder,  in  the  army  ot  the  Lnited  States  of  America,  to  be 
dated  August  14th,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idth,  from  •  Mr.  S.  Deaney  was  read,  accompanied  wHk 
his  remarks  on  the  extnicto  ffsm  the  letters  of  Mr.  lurd,  and  also  his  re- 
narks  on  the  extraeto  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  A.  Lee;  with  which  Mr.  Deane 
Was  furnished : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Izard's  letters 
be  made  out  and  trnnBmitted  to  Mr.  Izard,  and  that  Mr.  President  be  fur*' 
Dished  with  a  duplicate  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Izard^s  and 
Mr.  Lee's  letters,  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Ordered^  ThatMouday  nextbeas»i*^ued  iui  the  further  examination  ot  Mr. 
W.  Oarmiohael,  and  that  Mr.  Garmichael  be  directed  to  attend  on  tiiatday. 

Sjundrr  memoriaU  from  the  hon.  the  ministerjplenipotontiarj  of  France* 
were  read,  respecting  the  prisoners  of  the  king  of  France : 

Orfoed,  'Aatthey  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee*  with  orders  to 
carry  into  execution  the  requisitions  of  the  minister. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  count  d'Estaing  to  the  hon^stenr  Gerard,  was  read* 
with  sundry  letters  accompanying  the  same  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  li.  U.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  M.  ^mith. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Oetdkr  15,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Septendier  16th,  from  Ike  narir  board  in  the  eastern  district ; 
one,  of  the  6th  inst  from  Jonathan  TmmbuU,  inn.  esq.  and  one  of  Septem- 
ber 25th,  from  Mesheck  Weare,  esq.  president  of  New-Hampshire,  were  read. 

A  letter  of  the  Gth,  from  governor  Trumfa^iUy  was  read,  with  a  memorial 

and  petition  of  William  Hoskins  enclosed  s 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  :  the  members  . 
chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  Mr.  S.  Adam?. 

An  invoice  of  the  cargo  of  the  Duchess  de  Gramont,  which  arrived  some 
time  ago,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  clothing. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  J uu^  last,  from  Mr.  izard,  at  Paris,  with  suadry 
papers  accompanying  the  same,  were  read : 

Ordjoreit  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members* 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  having  received  intelligence  tliat  a  number  of  vessels  are  engaged 
in  New-York  by  the  commisssioners  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  to 'go  with 

flags  to  the  <evera!  states  in  this  nnion,  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  among 
the  inhabitants  a  manifesto  and  proclamation,  published  by  the  said  com- 
missioners at  New-York,  on  the. 3d  day  of  October  inst.  for  the  purposes  of 
sedition,  &.c. 

Vol.  IIL  is 

Digitized  by  Googl 


90  OWRNALS  OF  QONGiU(gSk  t7f9^ 


Ordered,  That  th«  paper  otnUining  the  intoUigeBce  be  relerred  to  a  cam* 
mittee  uf  five  t  tiMtiiembers  elioaeB»Mr»  Morria»  Mr.  Diier»  Mr«  Matthawa> 
Mr.  K.  H.  Lee,  ami  Mr.  Gerry.  • 

Adjwimad  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  16.  1778. 

A  letter,  of  tlieTv'^th,  from  majoi-geueral  lorti  Stirlin^i;,  was  read  : 
Onlered,  That  it  i>c  referred  to  the  committee  at  lutciligencey  for  pubii- 
cation. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  fram  J»  Wadswortli«  esq*  cummissary -general  of  pur- 
ckaaoif  «aa  raail : 
Ord&ndf  That  it  be  referred  to  tke  nartM  Mmiiiittoe» 
A  petition  of  George  Rice,  of  tlie  11th  Yirgiiiui  reginefttt  was  read,  pray- 

iag relief  for  the  losft  of  630 dollars i 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  thict  t  tfa*  nwAdtoCf  cho- 

ten,  Mr.  Harvie,  'Mr.  Mattlievvs,  and  Mr.  Scaddar* 

A  report  from  the  auditor-jieiieriil,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  roruned  to  the  board  ui  treaaury* 
A  letter  from  captain  Cosmo  Medici  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  ^  , 

The  committee  m  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  wamuit  iatiia  on  tha  Iraaanrcr  tu  hrw  af  tae  pav-mafr- 
tor  of  tW  hoard  of  war  and  ordBaMO»  tor  l|jOOO«000  of  dolUra,  to  ho  by  faina 
traiundttod  to  Williaoi  Fslfray»  08q«  pay*naster  gaiioral«  for  the  ate  of  his 
department ;  he  to  be  aocoontable. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
departments  be  respectively  directed  forthwith  to  repair,  M-ith  all  tho  bookOa 
accounts,  and  other  papers  of  their  otiice,  to  the  board  ot  treasury. 

The  connuittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  oi  coL  Pickeriag.  brought  ' 
in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ilesulved,  That,  in  consideration  of  the  greatly  increased  expense  of  living,  . 
since  the  salaries  of  the  commiasiosers  of  uie  war  office  were  established,  and 
of  tho  oxtraordnary  expenios  iacarrtd  bj  their  poblio  station*  the  sum  of 
4000  dollars  per  annum)  to  commence  from  this  day,  be  paid  to  col.  Picker- 
ing and  Mr.  Peters,  respeotivolj,  as  aistiBg  momnaia  ot' tho  board  of  war; 
this  salary  to  be  reduced  by  ConfroM  when  circnmatancesare  so  far  altered 
as  to  render  the  reduction  reasonable  and  necessary  : 

That  col.  Pickering  have  leave  of  absence  for  eight  weekSy  to  go  homejbnt 
to  return  sooner,  if  his  private  affairs  will  admit. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Uie  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  de- 
sign to  send  certain  seditious  papers  into  these  states,  under  cover  of  fla<r;s, 
broujgiitin  a  report ;  whereupon.  Congress  cauie  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Wiieroas  Cwgress,  on  the  9Sld  day  of  April,  1778,  did  rasolTe»  that  any 
man,  or  body  of  men,  who  should  prosamo  to  make  any  separate  or  partii^ 
convention  or  M^reement  with  commissioners  under  the  crown  of  Great-Bri- 
'taia,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  considered  mmI  treated  as  open  and  avowed 
enemies  of  the  United  «alM^  and  whereas  Congress  have  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  commisBioners  of  the  kin»  of  Great-Britain  are  about  to  send, 
under  thesanction  of  a  flag,  certain  seditious  papers,  ijnder  the  name  and  title 
of  manifestos,  to  be  distributed  throu2;hout  these  United  States,  with  a  view 
to  stir  up  dissentions,  animosities  and  rebellion,  among  the  good  people  of 
these  states:  and  whereas  sucli  practices  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  utterly  subversive  of  the  confidence  necessary  for  tho^e  means  which 
bate  been  invented  among  civilized  nations  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  war  ; 
and  thoroforo  tiie  sgsnta  employed  to  distrUMtto  the  said  papera  are  not  end- 
tied  to  protection  from  a  flag,  while  engaged  in  the  prosecation  of  snch  nefii- 
riotts  purposes: 
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Betohidt  That  it  be  reconmieaidod  lotiMviecitive  pmren  of  thow  Uiiit* 
od  States,  to  take  op  and  secure  in  sale  and  elose  cnstoay  all  a&d  aa  j  |WPeo9 
and  persons  who,  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  or  otherwise,  may  be  concern* 
ed  or  engaged  in  the  purposes  aforesaid :  and  farther*  that  the  papers  afere- 

said  be  printed  in  the  several  gazettes,  more  fully  to  convince  the  good  peo- 
ple uf  these  states  of  the  insidious  designs  of  tlie  said  commissioners* 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  toniniittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  fnnn  major-gen.  Heath, 
brought  ill  a  report ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  roanlutious  : 
lereas  Congress,  on  tite  lltli  da^  of  September  last,  resoUed  aud  di* 
tteted,  that  applicatitNa  should  be  made  to  sir  Henrj  Clinton  for  passports  to 
American  vessels  to  transport  provisions  and  fnef  to  Boetony  for  the  nso  of 
the  prisoners  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  the  said  passports  to  be  onb* 
ject  to  such  restrictions  as  should  be  aj^eed  on  between  the  generals  Wash* 
Mgton  and  sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  inform  gen.  Clin* 
ton,  that  if  such  passports  he  not  granted  within  three  days  after  application 
made,  or  measures  adopted  by  him  for  sending:  to  the  port  of  Boston  ample 
supplies  ot  provision  and  fuel  for  tlm  convention  prisoner;?,  on  or  before  the 
oth  of  October,  Congress  would  deem  themselves  jutsufiable  in  removing  the 
said  prisoners  to  such  part  of  the  Lniteii  States  as  they  can  be  best  subsisted 
ia :  and  whereas  application  has  been  made,  and  inf<»rmatioD  given,  to  gen* 
sir  Henry  Clinton,  pursuant  (o  the  resolotion  aforesaid,  but  to  no  eflfect ;  and 
whereas  the  continuing  the  troops  before  mentioned  in  the  atate  ot  Massa- 
cbnsetts-Bay,  or  any  of  the  eastern  states,  and  subsisting  them  there,  if  prac- 
ticable, will  be  yerj  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  states: 

Mesdved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed,  if  neither  of  the  alternatives 
mentioned  in  the  above  re8olve^have  been  complied  with,  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  removinjx,  with  all  convenient  speed,  all  the  prisoners  of  the 
convention  of  Saratoga  to  the  town  of  Chariotteviliei  in  the  countj  of  Albe- 
marle, in  the  state  of  V  irginia. 

In  debating:  this  resolution,  a  motion  was  made,  after  the  word  •*  Saratoga," 
to  insert  the  words  foliowing,  to  the  baiiacka  at  Lancaster  and  York- 
tmn,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Fort-Frederick,  in  the  state  of  Marj^ 
isnd,  and 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dner^ 


ytw-IIampsldre^  Mr.  Bartlctt, 
Mm^tUt-Baift  Mr.  Genry, 

Ilolten, 


Jihodt'- Island, 
^'evf'Jersei/f, 


Mr.  Mai'chaiit, 
Mr.  Sheniiuii, 
EUswortib, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Sc udder. 


^mttfhfmo,  Mr.  Ctingan, 
Jlbflfimd,       Mr.  U eni^. 


no  yno 

no  > 
no  yno 

my 

no  yito 


Virginia^ 
N.- Carolina, 


Mr.  Harvie, 

M.  Smilll^ 
Mr.  Penn, 

Haniutt, 

WiUtftms, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Telfinr, 

LsngiroiUiy, 


no  Vno 

fW 

no 

no, 


no 


\ 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

J(e9olved,  That  the  board  of  war  appoint  a  proper  person  to  superintend 
UmI  take.charge  of  the  iaid  prisoners;  tnat  they  contract  for  the  fuel  for  their 
ufte,  and  apply  to  the  governor  and  council  orVii|pnia»  for<n  snfficteat  feroe 

of  militia  to  guard  the  said  prisoners : 
That  the  commissary-general  of  pnrchtsea  pmndo  n  svitable  snpply  of 

provision  for  the  said  troops  t  * 

That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  issue 
provisions  to  the  said  troops,  and  to  keep  a  re^^ular  account  thereof: 

Tliat  regular  accounts  for  provisions  and  faei  be  made  and  transmitted, 
™n  time  to  time,  to  the  board  uf  war : 
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That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  coutiacl  with  a  proper  person,  to 
build  temporary  log  barracks  for  tbe  reception  of  the  aaid  troops,  at  the  place 
above  iiientioDed»  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  December  next»  and  thai  4iej 
lepert  to  Geugress  the  contract  thej  may  enter  ioto. 

Thrsb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-genmlSchnjler,  and  one  of  this  daj,frea 
najor*general  Lee,  were  read  : 
A  motion  being  made  in  the  words  followinn; : 

Whereas  frequenting  plaj  houses  and  theatrical  entertainments  has  a  fa- 
ta] tendency  to  divert  the  minds  of  t!ic  people  from  a  due  attention  to  the 
means  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  the  preservation  of 
their  liberties : 

I^esolved,  That  any  person  holding  an  oflice  under  the  United  States,  whoi 
shall  act,  promote,  encourage  or  attend  sucli  plnys,  shall  be  deemed  unworthy^ 
to  hold  such  office,  and  shall  be  accordingly  disoiissed.  ^ 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  and  received  a  negative. 

It  wag  then  moved  by  a  state,  dmt  the  determination  of  the  main  question 
be  postponed  to  the  next  day : 

Whereupon,  the  sense  of  the  house  was  required,  whether,  after  the  prHi- . 
ous  question  has  been  pnt  and  lost,  it  i«  conaistent  with  the  12th  and  Idtti 
rules  of  this  house  to  postpone  the  main  question  in  right  of  a  states 

And  on  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  M^.  Doer, 


New-Hamps1^n,Vb,  Bartlett, 
MtmemB-Ba^t  Mr.  S.  Adams, 


HeuhJen^f 

Pemut/lvania, 


no 


Uolten, 
Mr.  Ifaichant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewii^ 

Duer, 
Mr.  Witheii^pooii,ii0 

Elmer,  no 

Scudder,  no 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  ay 


no  sno 
noS 
no  >4to 
noy 

no 


>no 


Maryland, 
Fvrgbria, 


Qeorgia, 


Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  R  H.  Loe, 

M.  Snutli, 

Griliia, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

William^ 
Mr.  Laiirens, 

lirayton, 

Mattherrs, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Telfair, 

Langworthy, 


Kobevdeau,  no^no 
Chngan,  naj 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative* 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Buer, 


new-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Ma9Mfttt9'£ayf  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 


CmmtcUeui, 


Holten, 
Mr.  MarchanV 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay 


aif] 

ay  ^ai/ 

ay  yay 

no) 
no  i 


no 


Scudder,  ay 


Maryland^ 


N.'CaroUnth 


S.-Carolitutf 


^  I  ''^  Gem^gia, 
PennsyivaniOf    Mr.  K.  Mortis,       no  ) 

Bobeideau,    ay  v  ay 
Clingan,       ay ). 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  published. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  17,  1778. 
Congress  met,  and  adjourned  to  three  o'clock.  - 


Mr.  Ilt^  !ir\ , 
Mr.R.  H.'j.ce, 
M.  SnuUi, 
Giittui, 
Mk-.Penn, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Liiurciis, 
Drayton, 
Matthe^i^ 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 
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Thhee  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  fiom  count  Pulaski,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 
Aletter»  of  the  I6th»  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fajette>  was 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  hfi  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Heed^fSnd  Mr.  Henrj. 
A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  He  on  the  table. 

Alf^Her,  of  the  9tb,  from  brigadier  ?5tark,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered .  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Tliomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  luaii-ofllce  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  f.ivorof  the  board  of 
war,  for  30,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  barracks  in  the  county  of 
Albemarle,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops 
snder  the  convention  of  Sarato^. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  bj  tiie  |»resident  to  major-general  lord 
Stirling,  informing  him  that  the  bearer,  Mrs.  Yard,  is  permitted  to  return 
to  this  city,  with  her  trunks  and  baggage,  without  any  examination,  and  that 
ihe  be  permitted  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  gov,  Henry,  requestinpr  him  to  for- 
ward, with  all  possible  expedition,  the  1000  men  formerly  retiuired  by  Con- 
gress to  be  sent  to  South -Carolina  ;  and  that  gov.  Caswell,  of  Nortli-Carolina, 
be  also  requested  to  forward  the  3000  men  required  of  that  state,  for  the 
defence  of  South-Caioiiua  and  Georgia,  together  with  an  addition  of  £000 
men,  to  be  raised  and  forwarded  to  CnarleBton,  with  all  possible  expedition) 
at  the  charge  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  count  d'Estaing^ 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvidt  That  his  excellency  count  d'Estaing  hath  behaved  as  a  brave  ' 
and  wise  officer,  and  that  his  excellency,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  have  rendered  every  benefit  to  these  states,  which  the  circum- 
stances and  nature  of  the  service  would  admit  of,  and  are  fully  entitled  to 
the  regards  of  the  friends  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  transmit  the  foregoinj;  resolution  to  his  ex-  • 
cellency  the  count  d'Estaing,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  entertain  the 
highest  sense  of  his  zeal  and  attachment  manifested  in  reneated  instances, 
and  particularly  in  his  spirited  offer  to  lead  the  troops  nnaer  his  command 
from  Boston,  and  to  co-operate  against  Rhode-Island.^ 
.  Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  James  Deane,  was  rend  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  chosen^ 
Mr.  VVitherspoon,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Aletter,  ot  the  13th,  from  Mr.  C.  vStewart,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Sesolved,  That  major  James  Gray  be  appointed  deputy  commissary -general 
sf  issues  in  the  northern  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

Whereas,  by  the  8th  article  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union,  agreed  upon  for  the  United  States  of  North- America,  it  is  provided, 
that  all  expense  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treasury  to  be  supplied  by  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all 
Undg  within  each  state,  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  any  person ,  as  sucli  hnid, 
sad  the  buidings  and  improvemenU  thereon,  shall  be  estimated^  according 
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to  sueh  mode  u  the.  United  Statee  in  GongreM  Meembled  thaUi  from  tefl 

to  time,  direel  and  appoint :  J 
And,  whereas*  the  value  aforesaid  must*  from  the  nature 'of  thin^»  fre* 

qaently  change,  and  frequent  valuations  thereby  become  necessary :  therefore^ 
Bcsolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  seYeral  states  to  instruct  their i 

delcgiitrs  to  tlx  the  period  of  such  valuation. 
Uesolvtd,  That  in  the  opiuion  of  Congress  tive  jrears  will  be  a  proper  tana 

for  that  purpose. 

Acijuurned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  ' 

TUESDAY,  Oetoher  SO,  irrs. 

An  appeal  i  roni  the  juiljjment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  siate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  libel  "  Velverton  Taylor,  versus  sloop  Polly,'*  was  lodged 
with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Also  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  adniiralt?  for  the  state  tfl 
Bhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  libel «  Charles  Jenks,  Ik. 
versus  sloop  Fanny,"  was  lodged  with  the  secretary  at  his  chamberyon 
16th,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals* 

A  letter*  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wadswortn^esq.commissary-generatof  pur-, 
chases,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  nsenbers  cho- 
sen, Mr.  R.  H.  T/Pe,  Mr.  Sherman, and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  ihe  14th,  from  p;en.  Washiiifrton,  and  one  of  Septemt»er  l£tl^ 
from  major-genet  al  Heath,  enclosing  a  paper  of  intelligence,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cbiistupher  iiele,  lieutenant  of  the  Preston 
man  of  war.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  i  o  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Gersham  Mott  and  Robert  Walker,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others,  captains  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  col» 
John  Lamb^  accompanied  with  sandry  papers  therein  referred  to«  was  nad  t 

Qrdendt  That  ii  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  September  SSd,  from  cols*  Momn,  Williams  and  Bevies,  eil-' 
closine  four  memorials  of  the  same  tenor  and  date»  but  signed  diflforently  by 
the  fteld  officers  and  captains  in  the  armj«  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  entil  Congress  have  fnllj  considered  and  de- 
termined on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter,  of  the  IBth,  from  David  Franks,  directed  to  Moses  Franks,  and 
one  signed  Matthew  Clarkson,  A.  D.  camp,  and  directed  to  gen.  MaxwcU| 
or  in  his  absence,  to  col.  iShrieve,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  memorial  from  Griffin  Greene  &  Co.  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  reterred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  confer 
thereon  with  the  commissary-general  of  purchases:  the  members  chosen^ 
Mr,  Matthews,  Mr.  Lewis,  aud  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  major-gen.  the  marquis  do  la  Fayette,  was  read. 

Betohed,  That  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars,  be  transmitted  bj  the  bsard 
of  war  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the 
ttate  of  Virginm,  for  paying  the  arrears  due  to  the  continental  troops  in  that 
state,  and  the  balance  due  to  the  militia  thereof,  that  were  in  the  continental 
service  last  year,  and  for  the  pay  and'  subsistence  of  the  continental  troops 
antl  levies  recommended  to  be  sent  from  tliat  state  to  Charleston,  for  thede^ 
fence  of  the  states  ot  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  KOOii.OOO  of  dollars  be  transmitted  by  the  board 
of  war  to  John  Lewis  Gervais,  esq.  who  is  hereby  unanimouslv  appointed 
deputy  pay-ma{>ter  gcueial  in  tl^e  state  of  SouUi-Carolina^  for  the  pay  and 
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subsistence  of  Ihe  mmtiieDtel  tn)op8  and  levies  ordered  to  ChftrlMtuB  for 
ditace  of  the  sUtM  of  Soath^CaroliBa  and  Georgia ;  h&to  be  accomitablfe 

# 

I- 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter^  of  the  18tb»  fnm  Mr.  Pieaideat  Hodnej,  of  Delaware  state*  waa 

jead  : 

A  letter,  of  the  HJfh,  from  W.  Pynchon,  of  (lie  county  of  Hampsliire,  in 
the  state  of  Massacl  111  setts- Bay,  was  read,  inluituiug,  tiiat  lie  haH  received^ 
for  the  use  of  the  cuntineiiU  £  120,  mone^  of  tliat  state,  and  debiring  to  know 
to  whom  he  shall  pay  the  same : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  bronsht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon^ 

Ordertdj  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commisatoner  of  the 
ceatinentai  loan-ofioe  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  150,000  dollars  in 
favor  of  Xames  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  to  enable  him  to  complete  the 
payment  of  baiancee  ibie  from  hie  department;  for  which  he  ia  to  be  ac^ 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treaburot  in  tavour  of  major  John  Clark,  for 
850  dollars,  in  dischar^  of  a  bill  druvvu  by  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  ^^cne- 
ral,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  fur  that  sum,  in  favor  of  the  saiil  major 
Clark,  dated  September  25th,  1776 1  the  said  pay-master  general  to  be  ac- 
conntable: 

That  a  warrant  iaswe  on  David  Rittenhonee,  eaq*  treaaurer  of  the  state  of 

Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  for  5000  il( •liars,  advanced 
ipm  their  application,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  tax  laid  in  the  said  state, 
ip^eably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  £Sd  of  November  laat;  for 
which  the  said  committee  is  to  be  accountable: 

That,  upon  the  application  of  llic  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
issue  on  David  liittetihonse,  cs(|.  trtiasurer  ol'  the  state  of  ]^e[iii>yivania,  in 
favor  of  brigadier  count  Pula&ki,  tor  10,U00  tlollars,  on  account  oi  his  corps, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable;  wliich  sum  is  to  be  paid  out  of  tiie  pubUc 
tax  laid  in  the  said  state»  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  tlie  22d 
efNovarober  lasts 

That  a  warrant  isaoe  on  the  Ireaanrer  In  favor  of  capt.  Cosmo  Medici,  for 
1500  dollars,  in  satisfaction  of  his  acconnt  of  expenses  for  himself  and  lour 
troopers,  escorting loan-oflke  certificates  to  the  southern  states: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Elmer,  a  delegate 
from  tlie  state  of  New-Jer^ev,  for  200  dollars,  advanced  Upon  hia  appUcatioa; 
the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  N.  Scudder,  a  dele- 
gate from  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  for  500  doiiars,  advanced  upon  his  appli- 
cation; the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
Atsr-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rot.  Mr.  White,  Ibr  his  pay  as  chaplain  to  Con* 
gNSS,  from  October  Ist,  tTTr*  to  Ostober  tst,  1778,  790  dollars,  and  for  hia 
lotions  during  the  aame  tinw,  400  MO  dollara,  makinc  lAthe  whole,  lOdS 
6-90  dollars: 

That  there  IS  due  to  William  Woodhouse, far  atailionaiy  for  the  use  of 

Congress,  105  60-90  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Bright,  for  superintending  the  making  of  pa- 
pi^i  hjr  loan-office  certificates,  25  days,  150  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Patton,  his  pay  as  messenger  to  Congress, 
fcsmJune  I6th,  to  the  13th  of  October,  177B,'inclu8ive,  240  dollars; 

That  there  is  dneto  sundry  persons  for  artielea  for  the  public  entertaiB- 
^  aa  the  4di  ^f  Ivl j  las^        ^-90  dollara^  of  which  the  oemmittee 
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appomted  to  conduct  the  said  entertaiament  have  received  for  articles  sold, 
fl89  15-90  dollari,  which  leaves  «  balance  of  fiS46  54*90  dollars;  to  be  paid 

to  Mr.  Matthews  : 

Ordpypdj  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  k't  ti  r,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ; 

Ordered^  To  fie  on  the  table. 

Ueaolved,  Tiiaton  Friday  next,  CoajB^ress  take  into  consideration  tlie  pro- 
ceeiiings  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  roaior-general  Lee,  immediutely 
alter  reading  the  pnblic  letters  and  taking  order  thereon,  and  that  alt  the 
members  in  town  be  summoned  to  attend. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  September  S5th,  from 
P.  Colt,  esq.  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Orderedt  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner 
of  the  continental  loan -office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts -Bav,  for  70,000 
dollars  :  another  warrant  on  John  J.awrence,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  for  100, QUO  dollars,  being  part  ot  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  the 
said  state,  for  supplying  the  continental  treasury  :  and  one  other  warrant  on 
John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Peter  Colt,  esq,  late  coni- 
missarjr  general  of  purchases,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  said  sums, 
amounting  to  190,000  doliars,  and  to  be  furnished  witii  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Bwdvedf  That  Mr.  Colt  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasoi^ 
'  the  accounts  of  purchases  made  under  the  direction  of  William  Buchanan, 
esq*  late  commissary -general  of  purchases,  in  order  for  settlement. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  22d.  1777,  it  is  provided, 
that  tlie  sevcFiil  commanding  officers  ol  parties,  drtacliments  or  corps  on 
their  marcli  to  or  from  camp,  shall  si  nd  to  the  militai  y  Imspitals  such  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  as,  from  time  to  time,  are  urial)le  to  proceed,  unless  I'rom 
the  distance  ui  the  hospitals  or  other  causes,  it  shall  at  any  time  be  neces- 
sary to  deliver  them  to  the  care  of  private  physicians  or  surgeons,  in  which 
cases  the  deputj  director-general  shall  discharge  the  reasoniwle  demands  of 
the  physicians  and  surgeons  conducting,  agreeably  to  the  said  resolve. 

And,  whereas,  no  provision  is  theiein  OMide  for  discharging  the  accounts  of 
other  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  employed  by  proper  officers  for  tak'» 
ing  care  of  ami  providing  for  such  officers  and  soldiers  : 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  directors  general  respectively,  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  discharge  such  of  the  said  accounts  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable  and  just,  provided  that  each  person  who  may  hereafter  be  em- 
ployed to  provide  for  ollicers  and  soldiers  as  aforesaid,  shall  ^ve  the  earliest 
notice  thereof  to  the  deputy  director-general,  or  the  physician  or  surgeon- 
genend  of  the  district,  in  order  fiv  the  speedy  removal  to  the  military-hoa- 
pitals. 

Me$olved»  That  lieutenant-coloiiel  du  Cambray  be  ordered  to  repair  .with 
all  convenient  expedition  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina»  for  the  purpose  eC 
•|mtting  the  town  and  harbour  of  Charleston  in  the  most  respectable  pos- 
ture of  defence,  and  to  render  such  other  service  to  the  states  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  shall  be  required  of  bim  by  the  commanding-officer 
of  that  department. 

liesolved,  That  heiicelorward  ("onn;ress  sit  but  once  a  day:  lha(  they 
meet  precisely  at  ten  o'clock,  and  sit  tiii  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  21, 1778. 

^  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  David  Franks^  fee.* 
Iirought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
The  letter  from  David  Fnukks«  esq*  coms^saary  of  British  prisencnf  to 
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AfoMt  Fr^ks,  e8(v.  of  London,  endoBed,  under  cover  to  capt.  Thomas 

Mooi*e,of  gen.  Delancey's  regiment,  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  contente  of  the  said  letter  manifest  a  disposition  and 
intentions  inimical  to  the  safety  and  liberty  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
Mr.  Franks,  having  endeavored  to  transmit  this  lettor  by  stealth  within  the 
British  lines,  has  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  Congress,  to  ex- 
ercise within  the  juri^dictioD  of  these  states  the  office  of  commissary  to  the 
British  prisoners. 

Besolvedf  That  major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  cause  the  said  David 
Franks  forth witli  to  be  arrested,  and  conveyed  to  the  new  gaol  in  this  cltyi 
there  to  be  confined  till  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 

Maohidt  That  David  Franks*  esq.  be  noty  after  the  10th  day  of  Novem* 
bernext,  permitted  to  exercise*  directly  or  indirectly,  the  office  of  conimia- 
lary  to  the  British  prisoners  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

kesoli^ed.  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  inform  him,  that  Congress  desire 
he  wili  nominate  a  proper  person  who,  having  received  their  approbation* 
may  exercise  the  office  of  commissary  to  the  iiritish  prisoners. 

Urdered,  That  the  committee  sit  again,  and  considct  by  what  process  it 
may  be  proper  tu  take  cognizance  of  Mr.  1).  ^'i  aiiks's  oiVtMice. 

Ordered,  That  5000  dollaia  be  udvauced  tu  Mr.  Pieaideiit,  fqr  the  purpose 
sf  paying  expresses. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th*  from  Mr.  J.  Beattr,  commissary  of  prisoners,  en* 
closing  a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  Joshua  Loring,  of  New-York*  was  read*  > 
desiring  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  whether  he  shall  comply  with 
Mr.  Loring's  application,  that  lord  Balcarras,  and  captain  Strangeways,  two 
officers  of  the  convention  troops,  be  permitted,  on  parole,  to  go  and  reside 
in  England,  in  exchange  for  two  American  officers,  who  are  to  be  suffered*  on 
(»arole,  to  reside  at  tlieir  own  homes  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commis^'^arv  (^Ltieial  of  prisoners  be  informed,  that 
Congress  do  not  approve  of  partial  and  parole  exchanges;  but  that  they  are 
willing  to  make  a.  general  exchange  of  officers,  whether  of  the  convention 
or  otherwise*  as  hr  as  numbers  and  ranks  will  apply. 

A  memorial  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  was  read*  representing*  that  the  time 
of  his  furlong  from  the  court  of  France  being  expired,  he  is  under  the  Qe» 
cesnty  of  resigning  his  commission ;  Whereupon* 

Resolved,  That  ms  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  so  muoh  of  the  said  memorial  as  relates  to  paj  ^ni  rttiont 

due  to  Mons.  de  Vn2;nv,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasurr. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  be  sent  to  i^en.  Washington, 
and  that  lie  be  empowered  and  directed  to  give  Mons.  de  Vrigny  such  cer- 
tificate and  testimonial  as  lii;*  zeal  and  services  may  have  entitled  him  to.  ' 

A  memorial  from  baron  de  RandcM'ode  de  Thuliei,  a  native  of  l.orain,  ac- 
companied with  sundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordcrec^  That  it  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  on  the  memorial  from  {he 
msr^uis  de  Britigoy. 

A  representation  from  the  state  of  New-Jersey*  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  ot  three :  tiie  members  cho- 
sen* Mr.  G.  Morrisy  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

JlpHulved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for 
procuring  reinfurccuients  of  men  to  supply  the  places  of  those  whose  times 
of  service  will  expire  in  the  winter:  tlie  members  chosen*  Mr.  Duer*  Mr. 
Jiliernian,  and  Mr.  II.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  W^  i^lungton  be  directed  to  inform  Congress  of  the 
progress  which  has  been  niude  in  re-iidisting  the  army  in  conseouence  of  the 
nsdotion  of  the  8th  of  September  last. 

Vol.  ill.  13 
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The  coiiiiuittee  to  whom  w:is  rclt'i  rcHi  the  leUer  trotn  major-^uerai  the 
raiiiqui^  *if  la  F.kjette,  brought  in  a  rejjort ;  Wliereupoii, 

IiF>o!i'ed,  That  the  marf|ui«^  dela  Favette,  major-general  in  tlie  service  of 
the  Ciiited  States,  Jiave  leave  to  go  to" France}  auU  that  he  return  at  such 
time  as  shall  be  most  convenient  to  him. 

Hesolved^  That  the  president  write  a  letter  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
returning  him  the  thants  of  Congress  for  that  disinterested  zeal  which  led 
him  to  America,  and  for  the  services  he  hath  rendered  to  the  United  States 
bj  the  exertion  of  his  courage  and  abilities  on  many  signal  occasions. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  court  of  Versailles,  be  directed  to  cause  an  (  tenant  sword,  with 
proper  devices,  to  be  made  and  preaentedy  in  the  name  ot  the  Uniteil  States* 
to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

The  committee  also  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  of  recouuneiidation. 
of  the  mai^uis  tie  la  Fayette  to  his  most  Ciinatian  majesty  the  king  of  France, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  committee  having  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  credence, 
notifying  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  appointment  of  Benjamin  Frank* 
lin»  esq.  to  be  the  minister  plenipoteotiarj  of  these  states  at  the  court  of 
France,  and  also  the  draught  of  instructions  to  the  said  minister^  brought  ia. 
a  draught  of  the  letter,  which  was  agreed  to. 

They  also  brought  in  a  draught  of  instructions)  which  were  taken  into, 
consideration. 

At^ouined  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  SS,  1778. 

Orderedy  That  major-general  Arnold  make  immediate  return  to  Congress 
of  his  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  Congress  of  yesterday, 
for  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  David  Franks,  esq. 

A  memorial  from  the  regimental  surgeons  and  sttigeona*  assistants  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  was  read  :^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members cho-. 
sen,  Mr,  Sciidder,  Mr.  llolten,  and  Mr.  Bartlett. 

A  memorial  from  captain  JoJin  P.  Shott,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  motion,  Jlesolvedt  That  gen.  Washinr^^ton  be  directed  to  order  major- 
general  Gates,  forthwith  to  repair  to  Bostoij,  to  take  command  of  the  conti- 
nental forces  that  are  or  may  be  in  the  eastern  district*  until  the  farther 
orders  of  Congress  or  general  Washington. 
,  According  to  order,  major-general  i&nold  having  made  return  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  execution  of  theorderof  yesterday,  the  same  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  end  the  arrears  due  to  the  militia  of  Virginia  that 
have  been  in  continental  service,  called  into  such  service  by  order  of  Con- 
gress or  the  commnndcr  in  chief,  may  be  sy)eeddY  adjusted  and  paid,  the 
governor  and  council  of  that  state  be  recjuested  to  cail  upon  tlie  proper  offi- 
cers to  produce  authenticated  abstracts,  shewing  the  arrears  due  to  sucli 
militia  as  have  so  served,  and  cause  the  same  to  Iai  iiamediatclj  paid  by- 
warrants  fi  oia  the  governor  on  lienjamiu  Uan  iaoii,  juh,  esq.  the  deputy  pay- 
.master  general  in  Virginia.  ,  ^  ^ 

.  Congress  resumed  me  consideration  of  the  instructioosto  the  minister  nle* 
nipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles*  which  being  amended  were  agreed  to* 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  major-gen.  Heath,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  case  of  ensign  Brown. 

A  better,  of  the  18th,  from  ^en.  Washington,  was  read. 

Whereas,  upon  the  evarrjation  of  this  city  by  the  British  army,  certain 
eizures  were  made  of  goods  and  effectSj  supposed  to  belong  to  the  subje^cts 
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cf  Gktat  Britain,  and  other  ^oods  were  taken  up  under  contracts  entered 
into  with  the  inhabitMits  of  this  city  by  the  officers,  in  the  departments  of 
the  quarter-master,  clothier  and  commissary -generals,  and  a  committee 
hath  been  appointed  by  Congress  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  said 
officers  in  malcing  the  said  seizures  and  contracts,  that  justice  may  be  done 
to  the  public  and  individuals,  but  report  hath  not  yet  been  made  :  * 

Pesnfirfl,  That  the  board  of  wai-  (lirert  such  of  the  said  goods,  whether 
sei/:e(i  or  contracted  for,  as  may  be  wanted  tor  the  immediate  use  of  the  army, 
especially  for  clothing  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  the  board 
of  war  direct  that  proper  accounts  be  kept  of  the  «roo<ls^so  appropriated,  the 
(quantity  and  quality,  and  of  whom  seized,  and  with  whom  ccnitracted  fi)r. 

Orderedf  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  said  committee  sit  on  the  business,  and  report  on  Thursday  next :  the* 
aembers  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Smith  and  Mr.  Ellsworth. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  lb-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  23,  1778. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Ncw- 
.Icrsey,  on  the  libel  **  David  Stephen,  &c.  versus  schooner  John  knd  Sally," 
was  lodged  and  rcttned  to  the  comiTiittee  on  appeals.  * 

A  letter,  of  August  26th,  from  luajor-gen.  H.  Howe,  was  read,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed  : 

Ordered,  Tliut  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  tiiey 
report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  board  of  treasurjr. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  Inform- 
iag  that  the  enemy's  fleet  had  sailed. 

Sundry  letters  of  the  19th  and  21st,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski^  were 
read,  enclosing  the  commission  of  de  Brenevule^  a  lieatenant  in  count 
Palaski's  le^on : 

Ordpvpd,  That  the  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Dominique  L'Lcfise,  was  read: 

AVlicrefipoo,  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  said  Domi- 
iiit|uc  L'Eclise,  was  taken  up  ;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  635  dollars  be  paid  to  Mous.  L'Eclise,  in  satis- 
bctlon  of  his  sufferings,  and  to  enable  him  to  pay  moneys  lent  him  for  his 
support,  by  sundry  gentlemen,  friends  to  these  states. 

Aeaolved,  That  the  sum  of  60  dollars  per  month,  for  paj  and  subsistence, 
and  one  ration  a  day,  be  allowed  to  Mons.  L'Eclise,  during  the  pleasure  of 
Congress,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  reside  for  the  present  in  the  northern 
department,  to  be  employed  in  such  way  as  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the 
commaoder  of  the  noithern  department,  shall  deem  serviceable  to  the  United 

i!>tates  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  ((ire^oins;  resolution  be  sent  to  the  connnai.der  in  chief^ 
to  uhom  iVlons.  L'Eclise  shall  give  notice  of  the  particular  place  ot  liis  abodc» 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major-general 
Lbcoln,  for  SOOO  dollars,  to  bear  the  expenses  of  himself  and  suite  toSouth- 
Cirolina ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  charter-party,  with 
several  other  papers  relative  to  an  agreement  entered  into  between  Scott, 
Irvine,  and  Cooper,  owners  of  the  brig  Commerce^  on  the  one  part,  and 
He\N  es  and  Smith,  agents  in|behalf  of  the  secret  committee»,on  the  other  part, 
report, 

That  it  appears  the  said  agents,  in  behalf  of  the  secret  committee,  con- 
tracted to  lade  the  said  bri^antine  for  some  port  or  ports  in  Europe,  and  to 
l^y  for  ber  here  at  the  rate  ui  ;;U0  dollars  per  month :  that  iim  said  brigau- 
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tine  WIS  valued  at  7000  dollars,  which  sam  the  said  agents  insured  to  the 
said  owners*  and  agreed  to  pay  them  over  and  aboYe  the  monthly  hire,  if  it 
should  happen  tlmt  the  said  brigantine  should  be  seized,  takpii,  snnk,  or 
otherwise  destroyed,  by  tlie enemies  of  the  Tnited  States:  thiu  the  said  bri- 
gantine  was  laden  with  tobacco,  and  other  articles  of  merchandi-e  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  and  arrived  safe  will)  her  cargo  in  the  port  el  Nantes, 
in  France  :  that  she  sailed  from  thence  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  SepU  iuber, 
1777,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  on  account  of  tlic  United  States,  and  proceeded  on 
her  voyage  until  she  arrived  on  the  coast  of  North-Carolina :  that  she  met 
with  several  storms,  by  which  she  was  greatly  damaged  in  her  mast8>  jards» 
sailSf  and  rigging:  that  the  people  on  board  were  in  distress  for  want  of 
provisions  and  water ;  all  which  induced  the  captain  of  her  to  put  into  the 
island  of  Bermuda :  that  she  arrived  at  Somerset,  in  the  said  island,  on  the 
4th  day  of  Dpreiid)er,  17*7,  when  the  captain  applied  to  Henry  Tucker,  esq, 
who  advised  him  to  unload  the  said  brii;antine  and  s.trip  her  of  all  her  sails, 
rigging,  cables,  and  other  materials:  that  he  iinla<led  and  stript  her  accord- 
inwiy,  and  put  every  thing  into  the  handn  ot  the  said  Mr.  'lucker:  that  it 
appears  that  the  hull  of  the  said  brig  was  seized  and  taken  by  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  and  fitted  out,  in  order  to  carry  to  Great-Britain  part  of 
the  cargo  and  crew  of  a  ship  that  had  been  cast  away  on  fienaudat  in  her 
passage  from  Jamaica  to  London :  that  it  further  appears,  that  Hewes  and 
oAiith,  agents  as  aforesaid,  are  bonnd  bj  the  said  charter-party  to  pay  to  the 
owners  of  the  said  brigantine  the  amount  of  the  said  valuation,  and  the 
monthly  hire,  until  the  day  the  said  brigantine  was  so  seized  and  taken ;  and  . 
that  the  account  of  the  said  valuation  and  hire,  exclusive  of  the  said  brig's 
disburHcinents  in  France,  nnio  int  to  J 0,534  15-90  dollars  :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  10,534  15-90  dollars  be  paid  to  IVIessrs.  Hewes 
&  Smith,  agents  as  atoresaid,  to  pay  the  amount  oi  the  valuation  and  month- 
ly hire  of  the  brigantine  Commerce,  exclusive  of  her  disbursements  in 
France,  aareeably  to  the  charter-party  entered  into  by  them  with  the  ownem 
of  the  said  bricantinc ;  the  said  Hewes  &  Smith  to  be  acconntable. 

Ordiredi  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Daer. 

According  to  OHler^  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  and 
sentence  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-sen.  Lee,  and  aft^r  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Wednes* 
day  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  1778. 

A  letter,  ot  the  22d,  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  was  read- 

A  memorial  from  Messrs.  Penet  and  Coulou,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be-rtferred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Bkr.  ft.  Morris,  Mr.  VU  fi.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  respecting  col.  6.  Morgan,  was  read : 
^    Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  mteoriai  from  Oriffin  Greene  4t  Co.  broaght  in  'a 
leport,  which  w  as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  committee  confer  with 
,  Mr.  Wads  worth,  and  report  generally. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Morns  be  added  to  the  committee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  cummisi>ioners  of  claims,  at  the  board  of 
treasury,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Mmlvedt  TRat  the  board  of  tteasdrj  be  empowered  to  hire  a  good  and 
tfistr  «lerk  <br  the  commissioiicrB  of  claims,  and  that  the  fioregoing  leUisr 
be  rcSmrred  to  the  said  board. 
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8om^  further  itistmcticMis  to  the  mimster  plenipotentiary  at  the  CQurt  of 
France  were  taken  intooonaideratioii,  and  after  debate, 
Orderedt  That  the  same  he  re-committedi  and  that  Mr.  Daer  be  added  to 

the  committee. 
Adjouned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  26,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  afiairs  prepare  au  answer  to  the 
letter  from  the  governor  of  Havanna. 

A  letter  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny  was  read : 

CMerecii  That  k  be  refmedte  the  board  of  treasury. ' 

An  appeal  from  thejhidgmeiit  ef  a  court  of  admhralty  for  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey,  on  the  lihel  Telverton  Taylor,  &c.  versaa  sloop  LarV  was  lodged 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter  of  the  24th,  from  count  Polaski,  was  read :  Whereupon^ 

Besolved,  TUsit  count  Pulaski's  legion  and  all  the  cavalry  at  or  near  Tren- 
ton, be  ordered,  forthwith,  to  repair  to  Sussex  court-house,  there  to  wait  the 
order  of  gen.  Washington ;  atid  tliat  (lie  president  write  a  letter  to  thejreneral, 
informing  him  of  this  resolution,  and  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  ordering 
the  caTalry  to  some  place  or  places,  where  they  may  be  easily  supplied  with 
forage. 

Orimd,  That  so  much  of  connt  Pulaski's  letter  as  relates  to  blankets,  be 
leffflTed  to  the  bewd  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slat,  frem  major  general  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  endoauig' 
a  letter  to  him  from  Dr.  Griffith,  with  sandry  affidavits  relative  to  the  mae** 

lacre  of  col.  Baylor's  nsgiment,  on  the  27th  of  September  last : 

Ordered,  That  so  miich  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  massacre,  be 

referred  to  the  committee  of  intelli^nce. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gov.  Livingston,  on  the  same  subject,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  rrov.  Trumbull,  and  one,  of  the  lotli,  from 
Gusainus  Erkelins},  with  a  paper  enclosed,  m  ere  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  loth,  from  Joshua  liualuigiou,  and  one  from  Christo- 
l^her  Kele,  irere  read : 

ihriered.  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  coliimittee* 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  uf  the  18th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  : 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  ^Inns.  Bednulx,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  G.  jVI orris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Tbecomuuttee  on  the  treasury  brouj2;ht  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  ou  William  Pynchon,  esq.  treasurer  of  the. 
ooiBtyof  Hampshire,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth^  es^.  eommissary -general  of  purchases,  for  400  dollars,  which' 
the  general  Msions  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  ordered  to  be  paid  bj 
Malcohn  Henr^^  in  conseqoeDoe  of  his  having  been  convicted  of  stealing  lead 
to  the  valoe  of  ^640^  the  property  of  the  United  States|  the  said  commissa-- 
ry-«eneral  to  b6  ac^ntable* 

f  f)rfWf>d,  That  a  warrant  isf?ue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
tlie  contiiieiital  loan-oflire  in  Pennsylvania,  for  35,000  dollars  ;  and  another 
warrant  on  the  treasure!-,  for  9.5,()()0  dollars,  in  favor  of  col.  G.  Morgan,  for 
the  purchase  of  cattle  made  by  his  direction  for  the  troops  of  the  western 
fr<mtier ;  he  to  be  ;icc(nirital)lc  for  tlie  sums  aforesaid. 
Besolved,  TkaL  a  LOiuuiitiee  of  three  be  apptiinted  to  superintend  the  pub- 
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Itcation  of  such  matters  relating  to  the  disputes,  petitions,  and  negotiations 
to  and  with  \\\e  court  of  Great-Bntain,  and  such  notes  aod  explanations  there* 
on  as  to  them  shall  appear  proper;  and  that  they  agree  with  the  printer  for 
1300  copies  of  such  publication,  on  account  of  Conj^ress :  the  members  cho-, 
sen,  Mr.  0.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

The  committee  having  again  br-f)ught  in  a  draught  of  further  instructions  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France, 
the  same  were  agit'ed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bartlett  be  added  to  the  medical  committee  : 
That  Mr«  M.  Smith  be  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce :  , 
That  Mr.  Ellsworth  be  added  to  the  committee  of  appeals. 
Whereas  great  public  injury  arises  from  Ibe  present  purchases  of  wheat  in 
the  forage  department : 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  future,  no  wheat  be  purchased  for  forage  by  anj 
person,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  unless  Congress  shall  order  other- 
wise. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  ofRiiodt^- 
Island,  on  the  libel  *' Jonathan  Tredwell,  &c.  versus  schooner  Hawke,"  was 
lodged  nnd  referred  to  the  coniniittee  on  appeals. 

Tiie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Grifiiii  Greene, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Se8oh}edf  That  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  merchant  vessels 
on  account  of  these  United  States^  the  same  ought  to  be  chartered  rather  than 
purchased  ;  and  that  the  commissary-general,,agent  or  contractor,  on  behalf 
of  these  United  States,  if  he  shall,  at  any  time,  find  it  expedient  to  take  into 
the  service  of  government  vessels  to  be  employetl  as  transports  on  the  high 
seas,  and  such  vessels  cannot  be  obtained  without  insurance  on  the  part  of 
l^overnment,  shall  cause  the  value  thei  lot  to  be  ascertained  by  three  reputa- 
ble men,  having  knowled^p  in  such  bunuiess,  on  oath  and  under  their  hands 
and  seals  ;  which  .^aid  valuation  shall  be  inserted  in  the  charter  party,  and 
any  loss  that  may  arise  to  the  owner  or  owners,  by  means  of  the  enemy,  shall 
be  paid  according  to  the  common  course  of  insurance. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  New* 
Jersey,  on  the  libel  "  Samuel  Ingersol,  &c.  versus  schooner  Lovely  Nancy/* 
was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  27,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  GGth,  from  count  Pulaski^  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  1 3th,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Danbury,  was  ready 
with  buiidiy  papers  enclosed;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  general  Gates  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  re- 
specting lord  Balcarras* 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  indul-* 
gence  of  paroles  have  been  granted  to  the  prisoners  of  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga, in  consideration  of  money  paid  and  received  for  the  same  : 

Ordered,  That  the  president  writ(>  to  tlic  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  request  them  to  enquire  into  this*  matter  : 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  truth  of  tlie  in- 
fvuniation  :  the  members  chosen*  Mr.  S.Adams,  Mr.  bcudder,  Mr.  Sherman^ 
and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  Ith,  from  Mr,  D.  Waterbury,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  commission,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister 
plenipotentiary  and  consul-general  of  France,  appointing  Mous.  d^Anemouts 
consul  of  France  in  the  state  of  Maryland^  was  laid  before  Congress : 
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OrffpTcd,  That  the  same  he  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that 
iliey  take  the  proper  measures  to  notify  the  same  to  the  state  of  Marvlaiid. 

A  letter,  of  t!ie  26th,  from  inajor-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fajette,  was 
read,  mi utioniug  the  request  of  Mons.  ie  Vienne  for  leave  to  ^o  to  France,  . 
and  to  luive  a  commission  in  lieu  of  the  brevet  alreadj' granted  iiiin. 

Aftotiicr  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fajette,  was  read, 
takii^  leave  of  Congress,  ai\d  also  another  letter>  without  datb,  from  the  mar- 
quis, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  this  last  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  appointed  to 
prepare  instructbns  to  the  ipinister  pLenipotentiarj  of  these  states  at  the 
court  of  France.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  £6th,  from  R.  Peters,  a  member  of  the  board  of  war,  was 

read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  clothier-generalU 

department. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  capt.  Stoddard,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  ot  5uo  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  field  officers,  cap* 
tains  and  subalterns,  chaplain  and  surgeon  of  the  light  dragoons  respective- 
ly, in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  compensate  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses i/[  his  horse  and  equipment,  beyond  that  of  officers  of  the  like  rank  in 
the  infantry ;  provided  always,  that  any  officer  receiving;  such  sum  shall  be 
liable  to  refund  the  same  if  lie  leaves  tlie  service  durin<^  tfie  present  war. 

A  motion  being  made  respecting  tiie  officers  of  colonel  Seth  Warner's  re- 
ipient ; 

Ordered,  lliat  it  be  referred  to  a  committpo  of  three,  and  that  they  write 
to  the  pay-master  general  on  the  subject :  the  members  chosen^  Mr.  bherman, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, and  Mr.  G.  Mon  is. 

Jieaolved,  That  roajor-geneial  lurd  Stirling  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
to  peiiuit  col.  Beniah  Norton,  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, to  go  into  New- York,  and  that  a  flag  be  furnished  him  for 
tbat  purpose ;  and  that  he  be  permitted  to  return  when  he  shall  have  con- 
cluded his  business. 

The  cc^tnmittee  of  commerce  broughtin  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tobacco,  the  property  of  the  United  States*  be  shipped  for 
the  payment  of  the  debts  and  contracts  of  the  said  states  : 

That  the  agents  in  North-Carolina  and  elsewliere,  adjust  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  their  transactions,  and  that  the  committee  of  commerce  take  pro- 
per measures  to  effect  the  purposes  aforesaid  : 

That  the  committee  of  coiiituerce  be  directed  to  take  care  of  the  commer- 
cial concerns  of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  be  etupoweied  to  take 
such  steps  for  that  purpose  as  they  shall  deem  necessary. 

The  committee  appomted  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  governor  of  Havan- 
na,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  And  agreed  to. 

A  letter  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read,  giving  an  account  of 
the  brave  conduct  of  Mens.  Tousard,  captain  in  the  regiment  of  artillerv  of 
la  Fer,  in  taking  possession  of  a  piece  of  artillery  from  the  enemy,  in  w£ich 
action  he  lost  his  right  arm  by  the  discharge  of  another  piece  ;  Wfiereiipon, 

UeaoLvedt  That  the  gallantry  of  Mons.  Tousard  in  the  late  action  on  Hhode- 
Island,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  applause ;  and  that  Congress,  in  consi- 
deration of  his  zeal  and  inisfortune,  do  promote  the  said  Mons.  Tousard  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenuiit-colonel  in  the  service  oi  the  United  States,  by  brevet, 
and  that  he  do  receive  a  pension  of  30  dollars  per  month,  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  of  Americs,  during  his  life. 

Whereas,  Messrs.  Gimat,  de  Noirmont,  Capitaine^  and  la  Columbe,  have 
been  put  to  great  expense  in  the  sendee  of  the  United  States>  without  having 
received  any  money  from  the  commissioners : 
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Ihsolv^iU  rii:iT  t'lie  coiiniiUu  e  apjujiutetl  to  prepare  insti  uctioiis  to  tlie 
ministiT  pietiipoteiiliuiy  ot"  the  UnUrd  ^^taies  at  the  c  ourt  of  France,  be  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  tlie  said  persoub  upou  the  exp<;uiie!>  tliejr  Ui^ive  incur- 
^ped,  and  report  thereou. 

Resolved,  That  If  r*  Brice  ftiid  Mr.  Nevilie»  aid8-de-cui|i  to  the,»arqiiw 
Oe  la  Fayette,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lietttenant-oolonels  in  the  aenice 
of  the  United  States,  bjr  brevet.  , 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to*inorrow« 

WEDNESDAY,  October  28,  1778. 

A.  letter,  of  August  17tli,  from  T.  B.  Girardeau,  was  read,  informing,  tliat, 
eu  account  of  his  ill  strife  of  lie:iltli,  iie  has  been  obliged  to  resign  his  com- 
mission of  deputy  c(lll^^i^sa^y-;J;une^al  of  i«sues  in  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  to  major-general  ilow*^,  wlio  has  appointed  Mr.  Mordecai  Shetfall 
to  act  as  deputy  commissary -gen.  of  issues  in  his  stead,  till  the  picdisure  oi 
Congress  shall  be  known ;  also,  a  letter  of  August  19th,  from  Mordecai  Shet-. 
faU»  and  one  of  Angnat  25th,  from  G.  Walton,  ei4^.  were  read  $  Whereapoo, 

Mueiveit  Hiat  lie  reaicnatioa  of  Mr.  T.  B«  0icardean  he  accepted ;  and 
that  the  conaideration  of  confinning  the  appointnent  of  Mr.  ShetIkU  Iw 
postponed  I 

That  so  much  of  Mr.  Shetfali'a  letter  at  relates  to  petitiona  be  cetonred  to 
tiie  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  D.  Franks,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  reiened  to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  bj 
what  process  it  may  be  proper  to  take  cos^nizance  of  1).  Franks'^  oftcnce. 
A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  VV.  Palfrey,  pay -master  general,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boara  of  treasury. 
A  letter,  of  the  27th»  from  lieutenant  Gerard»  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d.  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  brigadier  Hand,  and  a  journal  of  lieutenant^lonel  Butler'a 

expedition  to  Unandilla  and  Oneaquaga : 

Ordered,  That  the  extract  of  brigadier  TTand's  letter,  with  so  much  of  the 
general's  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  w!io 
are  directed  to  take  into  consiiK'ration  the  case  of  the  settlers  at  Wyotniug: 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Stmth,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Duer: 

That  the  journal  ui  culunei  liuiier  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intel- 
ligence. 

The  oonmlttee  on  the  treaanrj,  to  whom  were  refemd  the  letten  from 
lieutenant-colonel  Yrigny,  report 
That  they  have  taken  into  conaidemtion  the  claim  ef  lieufonant-oeloDel 

Yrigny,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  no  pay  ought  to  be  allowed  to  lieut.  col. 
Yrigny  from  the  lit  day  of  June,  1777,  to  the  end  of  January,  1778,  during 

which  time  he  served  as  a  volunteer ;  that  he  be  referred  to  the  pay-roaster 
general  ,  who  is  directed  to  see  that  the  balance  due  to  Inm  for  his  pay  and 
subsistence  irom  tlie  1st  day  of  February,  be  adjusted  and  discharged  t 
liesolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  bruu^ht  la  a  farther  report;  "Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  iu  lavur  of  major  ^eiieral 
'Arnold,  for  8000  dollars,  in  consequence  of  his  letter  to  the  auditor -general, 
repreiMsnting  this  sum  due  to  him  on  aceount ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Philip  Minis,  fur  6919)^ 
dollars,  it  being  so  much  advanced  by  him  to  the  Ute  Mr.  nLeoiion,  deceased, 
acting  pay -master  and  commissary  to  the  Virginia  and  Nor  th -Carolina  troope 
in  the  state  of  Georgia,  as  appears  by  certificates  of  the  said  pay-master  and 
major-general  Howe,  then  comiuanding  ofiicer  in  the  southern  department 
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anti  that  the  account  of  the  said  Williaia  Keanooy  deceased,  be  charged  with 

the  sam  aforesaid : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mon5.  Florean  Charles 
Mey,  for  10,778  dollars,  to  answer  a  draught  of  major  iieneral  R.  Howe,  of 
the  26th  of  August  last,  on  the  president  of  Con2;ress,  in  favor  of  Mons. 
John  Fourei,  for  sundry  military  Hiores  purchased  of  -him  to  this  amount  by 
general  Howe,  for  continentiil  service  lu  tiie  state  of  Georgia ;  and  that  a 
CODY  of  the  said  account  be  entered  aud  filed  in  the  war  office : 

rhat  a  wamnt  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  committee  appointfcd 
to  superintend  the  publication  of  matters  relating  to  the  disputes,  petitions 
and  negotiations  to  and  with  the  court  of  Great-Sritain,for  the  sum  of  liZOO 
dollars,  to  enable  them  to  prooeod  in  the  business :  the  said  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjostuent  bj.the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  tr»  captain-lieutenant  Jonathan  Brewer,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
•Tania  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  col.  Proctor,  for  his  pay  and  ra- 
tions or  subsistence  fromr  the  Ut  of  September,  1 777,  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber* 1778,  most  of  which  time  he  was  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  a  balauco 
of  615  7-90  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  the  estate  of  Robert  Ritchie,  deceased,  for  his  pay  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  claims,  from  the  12th  of  April  to  the  IStn  of 
September,  1778,  616  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  David  'IVw,  for  eTi^rraving  three  copperplates  for  bills 
ot  exchuiii^e^  160  dollars,  and  tor  repairing  two  01  the  same,  53  SO-90 dollars^ 
niakitigin  the  v^liole,  913  SO-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  bald  accounts  be  paid. 

Congieas  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tlie  committee  on 
inancey  and  some  time  being  spent  thereon. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

;rUURSDAY,  October  29, 1778. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refeired  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from  D- 
Franks,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordrrcd,  Thnt  D.  Franks,  esq.  he  furnished  with  acopj  of  his  letter  o( 
the  lbih,to  his  brother  Moses  Franks. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  shall  consist  ot  three  cumniissioners, 
who  are  not  members  of  Conj^ress;  and  two  members  of  Congress;  and 
three  or  more  of  them,  who  shall  be  present^  shall  constitute  a  board. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  and  called  for  in  writing;  after  being 
reduced  to  writing,  and  before  it  was  read  from  the  chair,  an  objection  was 
-made  against  takmg  it  into  consideration,  as  being  contrarj  to  the  order, 
assigning  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  to  the  bnsiness  of  finance ; 

On  the  question,  that  the  motion  can  be  admitted ; 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Jfew-Ilii injishire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Miauu'tttsSajf,  Mr.  8.  Adama, 

Holten, 

Jlhode-ldanrf,  Mr.  Merchant, 
ConnecUcult      Mr.  hhermaii, 

Ellsworth, 

G.  Morris, 
Pennijfhama,    Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Cfinaaa, 
VwjffiwOp        lfr«  H*  H«  Lee* 

Vol,  III, 


no  ^0 
ay' 
no 


ay 
no 

7lO 


no 


14 


S,'CaroSna, 


Mr.  Penn,  no 

Harnett,  no 

Wiiiiajna,  tio 
Mr.  LaureiM^  as  pr^dent^ 

desired  to  be  excused, 

the  house  having'  iin- 
dertiikcu  to  dctttrmiao 

the  queation  of  oideff. 

Dra}'ton,       no  ,* 
Hntson,  no\ 
Mr,  Iclfair,         no  ? 
Lan^vorthy,  my 


no 
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So  it  passed  in  the  ne|^tWe* 

Besolved^  That  whenever  a  person  is  nominated  to  any  office,  liis  name, 
together  with  that  of  the  person  nominatins:  him,  be  entered  on  the  miautes. 

A  matioD  was  made,  that,  upon  an  clectioii^  an  entry  be  made  of  the 
States  that  shall  respectively  ballot  for  any  person  ho  nominated  : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Congress  proceeded  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  officers  ia  the  treasurj -office  t 
and  thereupon, 

'  Sesolredt  That  the  salary  of  the  camptroUer  be  4000  doHars  per  anBnin : 

That  the  salary  of  the  treasurer  b«  4000  ditllara  per  annual : 

That  the  salary  of  the  auditor  be  3500  dollars  per  annum : 

That  tlie  salary  of  each  of  the  commissuHiera  of  accoiinta  be  3000  doUara 

per  atiiuiru. 
Adjourued  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

FRIDAY,  OcU^  SO,  \77^ 

A  letter, of  the  2£d,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read. 

A'letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Madttit  da  Plessis,  lientenant-^olonel  of 
artillery ;  also  a  letter  of  the  14th|L  from  migor-general  btron  de  ICatb»  and 
.  one  of  the  2 1st,  from  gen.  Washington,  wttli  a  recommendation  of  the  che- 
valier, were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 

chosen,  Mr.  8.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  S7th,  from  tiie  marquis  de  lay  Fayette,  be 
referred  to  the  said  committf  e. 

The  committee  on  llie  tMLism y  laid  before  Conjrress  a  letter  from  the 
commissioners  oi  accouuti>  iu  the  uoi  liiti  a  department,  which  waa  read  : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouclht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasnrer  in  favor  or  Mr.  James 
Lovell,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Massacbnsetts-Bay,  for  1500  dollara, 
advanced  upon  .his  application,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  said  state : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  pay-master  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted 
to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay -master  general,  for  the  use  of  his  department; 
who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurerin  favorof  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens, 
for  3500  dollars,  to  answer  three  sets  of  exchange,  v  iz..  No.  3,  for  2000  dol- 
lars, No.  13,  for  1000,  and  No.  29,  for  500  dollars  s  drawn  by  William  Ken  t 
non,  deceased,  in  favor  of  David  Flower,  and  bearioij;  date  the  14th  of  April 
1777 ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  said  William  Kennon,  deceased : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  Harnett,  for 
5500  dollars,  to  answer  five  sets  of  exchange.  No.  25  and  26,  for  1000  dol- 
lars each,  No.  53,  34,  35,  for  500  dollars  each  ;  drawn  by  the  late  William 
Kennon,  deceased,  in  favor  of  David  Flower,  and  beanna;  date  the  14th  of 
Apt  11  1777;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  3^00  dollars  be  chai|;ed  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  W.  Kennon,  deceased. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  iu  favor  of  Samuel  Hillegas,  fur  IGO 
dollars,  in  ftfll  for  his  signing  loan -office  certificates. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bjr  the  commissioners  of  ctaitns,  the 
'auditor-general  reports^ 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  col.  L.  Nicola's  regiment 
of  invalids,  for  rations  and  parts  of  rations  retained  from  their  first  establish- 
ment to  the  31st  of  May,  1778,  a  balance  of  688  50-90  dollars,  as  more  fully 
appears  by  a  particular  state  filed  with  his  account : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  gentlcMken.to,  at,  and  from  camp^  when 
sent  as  a  committee  of  Congress  in  the  ruisti  summeri  viz.  .  > 


bigiiized  by  Googlc 


JOURNALS  OF  C0NGB£S8,  m%.  lOST 


To  Mr.  J.  Reed»  incliiding  the  expenses  of  entertainiDg  some  officers* 
901  lS-90  dolbrs;  to  Mr.  J.  Banister,  148  72-90  dollars;  to  Mr.  R.  Sher> 
nan»  101  30-90  dollars;  making  in  the  whole, 451  d44K> dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Francis  Hopkinson.esq.his  pa^ as  treasurer  of  loans, 

from  July  57th  tn  September  26th,  1778,  inclusive,  500  dollars  : 

I'hat  there  is  due  to  Patrick  M'Closkj,  for  his  pay  as  express  rider>  from 

January  Ist  to  October  Slst,  1777,  a  bafance  of  418  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  24th,  tVom  iS  icholas  Depui,  John  Chambers,  Benjamin  Vau 
Camp,  knd  others,  directed  to  his  honor  Georj^e  Bryan,  esq.  wns  mid  before 
Congress,  and  reaid,  togetiier  with  two  aflktaTits  therein  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  gen.  Washington,  who  is  dhrected 
to  take  order  thereon. 

By  the  Congress  of  ilia  United  StaUs  of  dmerica, 

A  MANIFESTO. 

The  United  States  havinfrbeen  driven  to  hostilities  by  the  oppressive  and 
tyrannous  measures  of  Great- Britain  ;  having  been  compelled  to  commit  the 
e^>sential  rights  of  man  to  the  decision  of  arms  ;  and  having  been  at  length 
forced  to  shake  off  a  yoke  which  had  grown  too  buriiiensome  to  bear  ;  they 
declared  themselves  free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  Jastice  of  th«r  cause ;  confiding  in  Him,  who  disposes  of 
human  events ;  althon^  weak  and  vnproTided,  they  set  the  power  of  their 
enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  continued  through  the  yarious  fortunes  of 
three  bloody  campaigns,  unawed  by  the  power,  unsubdued  by  the  barbarity 
of  their  foes.  Their  virtuous  citizens  liave  borne,  without  repining,  the  loss 
of  many  tlun";s  which  make  life  desirable.  Their  brave  u  oops  hare  patieni  ly 
endured  the  nardships  and  dangers  of  a  situation  fruitful  in  bothj  beyond  < 
former  example. 

The  Congress  considering  themselves  bound  to  love  their  enemies,  as 
children  of  that  Being  who  is  equally  the  Father  of  All ;  and  desirous,  since 
thej  could  not  prerent>  at  least  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  war,  have 
studied  to  spare  those  who  were  in  arms  against  tiiem,  and  to  lighten  the 

chains  of  captivity. 

-  The  conduct  of  those  serving  under  tiie  king  of  Great-Britain  hath,  with 
some  few  exceptions,  been  diametrically  opposite.  They  have  laid  waste 
the  open  country,  burned  the  defenceless  villages^  and  butcnered  the  citizens 

of  Ameiica. 

Their  prisons  have  been  the  <?1auirV»ter-houses  of  her  soldiers,  their  ships 
of  her  seamen  ;  and  tlie  severest  injuries  have  been  aggravated  by  the 

grossest  msulU, 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempts  to  subjugate  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  free- 
dom, they  have  meanly  assailed  the  representatives  of  America  with  bribes* 
with  deceit,  and  the  servility  of  adulation.  Thejr  have  made  a  mock  of  reli* 
gion  by  impious  appeals  to  God,  whilst  in  the  violation  of  his  sacred  com* 
mand.  They  have  made  a  mock  even  of  reason  itself,  by  endeavoring  to 
prove  that  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  America  could  safely  be  entrusted  to 
those  who  have  sold  their  own,  unawed  by  the  sense  of  virtue  or  of  shame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt  which  such  coriduct  deserved,  they  have  ap- 
plied to  individuals.  They  have  solicited  tlicm  to  break  the  bonds  of  alle- 
giance, and  imbue  their  souls  with  the  blackest  crimes.  But  fearing  that 
none  could  be  found  through  these  United  Stales  equal  to  the  wickedness  of 
their  purpose,  to  influence  weak  minds  they  have  threatened  more  wide 
devastation. 

While  the  shadow  of  hope  remamed  that  onr  enemies  could  be  tanglht  by 
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oar  examplcy  to  respect  those  laws  which  are  lield  sacred  among  civilized 
nations,  and  to  comply  with  the  dictate*  of  a  religion  which  they  pretend  in 
common  with  us  to  believe  and  revere,  they  have  been  left  to  the  influence  of 
that  religion  and  that  example.  But  since  their  incorriirible  dispositions  can- 
not be  touched  by  kiiulnens  and  compassion^  it  becouieii  our  duty  by  othisr 
means  to  \iii<licate  tlte  l  ights  ot  liumaiiity. 

We,  therefore,  the  Congress  of  the  Uniteil  States  of  America,  do  solemnly 
declare  and  proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies  presume  to  execute  their  threats, 
or  persist  in  their  present  career  of  barbarity,  we  will  take  aneh  exemplary 
vengeance,  as  shall  deter  others  from  a  like  condvct.  We  appeal  to  that 
God  who  searcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions  : 
and  in  his  hol^  presence  declare,  that  as  we  are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hasty  suggestions  of  anger  or  revenge,  so,  through  every  poesible  change  of 
fortune,  we  will  adhere  to  this  our  determination. 

Done  in  Congress,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  SOth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
Attest.   C.  T.  Secretary.  H.  L*  PMieknt, 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  SI,  1778. 
A  member  having  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  received  intelligence  of 
frauds  and  abuses  said  to  be  practised  by  certain  individuals  in  the  quarter* 

master  generars  department, 

Orderedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  strict  enquiry 
into  the  same,  and  to  report  specially  to  Congress  :  and  tlmt  the  member  be 
directed  to  lay  belore  the  said  cuiniuittee  the  particulars  of  the  information 
he  has  received  ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Scudder^  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  New*Or- 
leans,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 
A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  Adam  Ferguson,  secretary  to  the  commissioners 
from  the  king  of  (Treat-Britain^and  a  letter  of  August  ISth,  from  the  hon.  J. 

Adams,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  2l8t,  from  major-«!;eneral  Heath,  was  read: 

Ordered,  i  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  forth- 
with make  a  return  of  the  officers  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  that  have 
been  exchanged,  and  for  whom. 

A  letter,  of  the  34th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  with  a  paper 
enclosed  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  procuring  reinforcements :  that  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

A  letter,  of  the  *^6th,  fujm  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  a  report  en- 
closed of  gov.  Clinton,  nen.  Schuyler,  and  brigadier  Hand,  on  the  subject  of 
an  enterprize  against  Chemung:  NVhereupon, 

JResolved,  That  Coii^^rcss  approve  the  reasons  for  uul  uudertaking  for  the 
present  an  expedition  against  that  place. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  2  Whereupon,  . 
.  Orderedg  That  a  warrsnt  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committee,  on  their  application,  for  150,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  transmit- 
ted  to  the  naTj«board  for  the  eastern  district,  for  the  use  of  their  depart- 
ment ;  the  marine  committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  marine  committee  brouj^ht  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  xuivy-boards  in  the  eastern  and 
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middle  de|itrtiii€nts  be  allowed  a  salary  cf  3000  dollars  per  annum  each,  in 
coBaideratHHi  oCtiie  extensiTe  business  of  their  departments. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commisskmer  for  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  and  tiie  ballots  being  taken,  col*  R.  U.  Harrison  was  elected, 
having  been  previously  nomi?iated  by  Mr.  L)!}er. 

ReaoLi-ed,  That  the  salarj  oi  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance     2000  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  a8sig;ned  for  electing  a  secretarj^  for  the 
board  ol  war  and  ordnance. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hampshire  laid  before  Congreas  the  aedeutiaii* 
«f  ih^  appoitttmenty  which  were  read  as  follows  $ 

"  STATE  OF  NEW-IIAMPSHIBB^  ,      »  . 

Jn  tfte  House  of  Mq^nsenUAives,  Jiugust  19, 17^8. 

Resolved,  and  voted,  that  the  hon.  Josiah  Bartlett,  John  Wentworth,jon. 
William  Whipple,  and  George  Frost,  esqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  chosen  and 
appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  the  Continental  Congress,  to  be 
holden  for  the  United  States  of  America,  in  November  next,  and  that  any 
two  of  them  have  full  power  to  represent  this  state  in  the  said  Congress  for 
one  year,  irom  the  Ist  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  recalled,  or  super* 
6eded  by  order  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state. 
•*  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

JOHN  DUDLEY,  Speaker  pro.  tern, 
*•  In  Council,  the  same  day,  read  and  concurred, 

"E.  THOMSON,  Secretary, 
*«  Copy  examined  bj  «E.  THOMSON,  Secretary.^^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bartlett  have  leave  ol  abzsence. 
Ordered,  That  Mr*     H«  Lee,  have  leave  of  absence. 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  capt  Harper  and  (lie  papers  relative 
tiiereto,  be  delivered  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
Aiyonmed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mvember  2,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  October  27th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  i'l  oin  Clirlsto}jli<jr  Hi^le,  was  read. 

A  letter  of  October  SOtli,  from  William  Killen,  chief  justice  of  the  state 
of  Delaware,  was  read,  with  sundry  aiUdavits  enclosed  : 
«  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  abuses  in  the  ouarter-nmstereeneral's  department 

A  letter,  of  the  lat,  from  the  councu  of  New-Jersey,  n^as  read :  ' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  October  97th,  from  gov.  Johnson,  was  read,  enclosing  one  of 
July  l6th,  to  him  from  tlie  hon.  A.  Lee,  at  Paris  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  di- 
rected to  confer  thereon  witli  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  Fiance :  the  mt^mbeii  tiioseo,  Mr.  (i.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  8. 
Adams. 

A' letter,  of  October  27th,  from  Mr.  President  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  and 
one  of  the  SMk  of  the  same  month,  from  Mr.  J.  M*lUn(ey,  with  sondry  pa- 
pers enclosed,  were  read. 
A  letter,  of  September  £2d,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read : 
Oi'dercd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan  for  procuring  reintbrcements.  r  . 
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Anoth(  1  1.  tter,  of  September  29d,  from  mafor-general  Howe,  was  read  s 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  cummtttee  of  three;  the  BMOilien  cW- 

■en,  Mr.  Duor,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Telfair. 

A  letter,  cf  August  1st,  from  col.  Malcoltn,  M^as  read  : 

Jiesolv'fL  That  a  cliaplaia  be  appointcii  to  the  i;ani<i.ons  in  the  pu^ts  on 
Hudson^s  river,  in  the  Highlands,  and  that  he  be  eutitled  to  the  saiue  paj 
and  subsiRtPnce  as  a  brigade  chaplain  : 

Congreiiis  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  haliuts  being  taken,  the  Rev. 
Mr*  John  Mason  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  garrisons  in  the  said  posts : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  October  8th»  from  gor^ 
TrumboH,  and  the  memorial  of  William  Hoskini»  hrongfat  in  a  report : 

(hderedf  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponedto  Wednesdaj  next. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to 
resign  his  coTiimi<;«^i(m  as  lieuteaant-colonei  in  the  corps  of  artillery ;  Where<* 
upon,  it  was  moved, 

That  the  mc.norial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  arraiigenient,  and  that  gen.  Wabhingtou  be  directed  to  transmit  to 
the  said  coiuiaittce  the  principles  upon  which  was  grounded  the  determina- 
tion of  the  board  of  general  oiUcers,  convened  to  adjust  the  relative  rank, 
betwixt  col.  Lamb  and  col.  Harrison,  and  lientenant-colonel  Oswald,  end 
lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  together  with  a  state  of  the  claims  of  the 
respective  officers  above-mentioned ;  and  that  the  committee  report  to  Con* 
grc^ss  on  the  premises  as  soon  as  possible  : 

That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald,  that 
Congress,  having  ordered  an  ene|uirjr  to  be  made  into  the  principles  upon 
whic-ti  the  board  of  general  oHicers  settled  the  relative  rank  neluixt  liitnself 
and  lieutenant-culouel  Carringtoo,  thejr  cannot  lor  the  pre^ieut  accept  his 


resignation. 


The  previous  question  being  moved, 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Jthode-Ulatidf 


no  ^ 


-  div. 


N.'Carokna, 


Mr.  Ilcjiry, 
Mr.  If  .  Smitfa, 

Mr.  Pt'Tin, 

llanirU, 

Mr.  LMireat, 

DraytOlV 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

Luigwofthy,  iMf 


Massa'stla-Bai/f  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Alaichant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Kllsworth, 
Mr.  Duer, 

a.  Morris, 
Ifr.  WttiierRpoon,  ^mf 
Mr.  Uobenkau,     ai/  } 
Clingan,        uij  ^ 

-So  the  main  question  was  set  aside* 
A  motion  was  tiien  made, 

Tliatthe  memorial  be  referred  to  gen.  Washington,  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  his  opinion  thereon,  together  with  the  grouuds  on  which  the  board 
<if  general  olticcrs  deteniuiied  the  relative  raukoi  ihe  memoriaii5l  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Carrln^tou,  and  the  difference  between  the  cases  of  colonels 
Lamb  and  Harrison,  and  of  lieatenant-colenels  Cerriogton  and  Oswald: 

To  which  the  previous  question  was  moved. 

And  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required,  bj  Mr.  Dner, 


Mma*iti»'Bi^i  Mr.  Gerr) , 

Lovell,  ay 

Uoltcn,  ojf 

Bhodt-Mani,    Mr.  Marchant,  no 

Conaeettotj;      Mr.  Sherman,  no 

NewXoric^        Mr.  Duer,  no 

G.  Morris,  ay 


div. 
div. 


NeuhJeruy,  Mr.  Witherspoon,fly  )^ 
Feantjfkanu^    Mr.  Itoberdeau,    ay  \ 

Clingan,       ay\  ^ 
Man^mdf        Mr.  Henry,        ay  y 
NMJtmMimt      Mr.Penn,  ayi 
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Mr. Uwureoa,  Georgith      '    Mr.  TeV«r,  no} 

Drayton*       ay\ay  Lw*gworthy»  no) 

llutson,         ay  J 
So  the  mnm  question  was  set  aside. 

Amotion  was  then  made,  that  the  resignation  of  llcuteaant-colonel  Car- 
rington  be  accepted : 

At  the  desire  of  South-Carolina,  ilie  determination  of  that  question  witft 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  jroiv?n.&fr  3,  1778. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  delegate  from  Rhode>Islaod,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 

Congress : 

A  letter,  of  October  24th,  from  gnvernor  Trumbull,  was  read,  advising, 
that  he  has  drawn  on  the  president  of  Congres'4  for  50^)00  dollars,  and  en- 
closing the  bill : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trcasurj.  • 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Gridley,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the-  members  cho» 
sen,1hlr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Collins  aud  Mr.  Holten. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  enclosing  a  list  of  officers  exchanged,  was 
read. 

A  letter,  of  August  1st,  from  Abraham  Livingston,  continental  a^eni  m 
Slouth -Carolina,  was  read,  requesting  Jeave  of  absence^,  for  reasons  Uierein 

set  forth : 

Jfesolved,  That  Mr.  A.  Livingsion  luive  leave  of  absrncc. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine  coniiuittce. 

An  extract  from  the  join  uaU  of  the  general  assembly  of  South -Carolina 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  September 
SSd,  from  major-general  Howe,  and  that  the  committee  report  to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committee,  for  5000  dollars  advanced  upon  their  application  the  29th  of  Oc- 
tober for  contingent  expenses  ;  the  siun  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  resolution  fixing  the  salary  of  the  auditor- 
general  at  3500  dollars  per  aniiun»,  be  re-considercd,  and  that  the  salary  of 
the  auditor-general  be  fixed  at  4000  dollars  per  annum  : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  retiuh  ed  bj  Mr.  Marchant, 


MuMatetis'Bay,  Mr.  Geny, 


CwmtdUiU, 
^Yew-Jersey, 


Holten, 
Mr.  >TH!'<-1iant, 
Air.  bhennan, 
IfiUsworth, 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  bcudder, 
Mr.  Boberdeau, 
ClingMy 


Delaware,         Mr.  M'Kcan, 
Alaryhnd,        Mr.  Ueniy, 
Virginia,  Mr.  M.  Smithy 

Ifmh-Canlina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Uamett, 

SottUMtn^na,  Mr.  Laurens^ 

Malthewfl^ 
Hutson, 

Geor^a,  Mr.  Te]^, 


Langwofthy, 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question  lost. 
A  motion  was  then  made  to  re-consider  the  resolution  for  settling  the  salary 
of  the  comptroller:  Question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

Coni^rcss  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  treasury,  and,  the 
ballots  bein»  taken,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  elected  comptroller,  having 
been  previou5>lj  nominated  bv  Mr.  Gerrv  :  John  Gibson  wan  elected  auditor, 
having  been  previoiisly  nominated  by  Mr.  Sherman:  Michael  Hillcgas  was 
elected  treasurer,  having  been  previously  noniiaatcdby  Mr,  S.  Adams; 
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James  Milligan,    ^  f  Mr.  Marchan^ 

T^'iHtam  Gnvett,    j  I  Mr.  (iefry, 

Ke£>olve  Smith,     (  Commisiiioners  oi  the  cliambers  of  accounts, J  AL*.  ii.  Morris, 

Peter  Philipfl»      f     hAving  been  previouaty  nomiittted  by     ]  Mr.  lfu«hiuit» 

James  Wells,        |  |  Iff.  Duer, 

Williani  (iecUlcs,  J  V.  Mr.  M'Kean. 

The  coinmittoi*  to  whom  wor(»  referred  the  letter  of  October  27th,  from 
tlir  marquis  <le  la  Fayette,  and  tlie  letter  of  the  chevalier  Maduit  du  PietsiSy 
witii  the  papers  relating  thereto,  brought  in  a  report: 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  resolution,  viz. 

That  a  brevet  commission  of  colonel  of  artillery  be  granted  to  the  cheva- 
lier Madait  du  Pleuis,  liententnt-eolonel  of  artillerr  tn  the  senrice  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  high  sense  whicii  Congress  entertain  of 
his  zeal,  bravery  and  good  conduct,  displayed  on  many  occasions,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  the  action  of  Mon- 
mouth, on  the  £8th  of  June  last : 

The  yeas  and  najrs  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


Jlhgde-'Uhiui, 

CmtttecHcutf 

jPcfuifi/lraJua, 


Deiattfare, 
N.-CaroUnOf 


Ml  M<Kean, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Ml*.  Peim, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  J.anrens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Hutson, 

Ifr.  Telfiiir, 


din* 


Laug>iv'Oi'tUy,  no 


m 
no 

no 


Mana'ttU'Batfp  Mr.  Gurrv, 

Love  11, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 

CoIlmB, 
Mr.  Shtniiiin, 
ElLiwortli, 
Mr.  Duer, 

f I.  Morris,      ffv^"""  Gevrgia, 

"Mr.  Srtiiif^f T, 
Ab".  Hubeiticaii, 

fjfingan, 

V  So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  ^  renuiinder^of  the  report  be  re-committed ; 

That  Mr.  Level  i  be  added  to  the  committee,  and  Mr.  6.  Morris  bees'* 
cused  from  attending. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JVWmftpr  4,  1778. 

The  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  consul  general  of 
France,  having  tran^^joitted  to  Congress  a  commission  appointing  the  sieur 
PtoMils  .nl,  consul  of  France  in  tlie  state  of  Suutli-Caioliua,  the  baiiie  wab 
read  atid  coidiriued: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee ;  that  they  register 
It  and  notify  the  appointment  to  whom  it  roaj  concern,  and  return  the  com- 
3iis9ion  to  Mr.  Gerard. 

A  letter,  of  October  26th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski ;  one  of  Novem- 
her  Sd,  from  Peter  Craig;  and  one  of  this  dajr,  from  Fohrer  and  Kieinsmit, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Moos.  L'Edise,  and  a  petiuon  from  Prudent 
Junesse,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
'  A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  &e  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Hoi  ten, 
•one  of  the  delegates  of  die  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  1500  dollars,  ad- 
vatcedupon  his  application;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wads  worth, 
xommissary-gcneral  of  purchases,  for  900,000  doiiar8,for  the  use  of  his  de- 
paiiment  ;-for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 
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^  1  1  ■  -  I  -   

That  a  ^amnt  issue  on  the  tceasurer  in  favor  of  the  |)ay-ma8ter  of  the 

board  of  ivar  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to 
Benjaoiin  Stelle,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  at  Providence  ;  and  that  the  said 

sum  be  charged  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  deputy  pay-master  2:eneral  in  the 
oaster?!  c1i«^tricty  who  is  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  and  to  be 

ac(  ouiitable  : 

JtEsulvedt  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  under  the 
liirection  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  llie  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  26th  of  September  last,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the 
following  denominations,  viz. 


45,455  bills  of  the  denomination 

of  fiOdoUws  2,r27,300 
45,455   .do.  50    •  2,272,750 

43,455     do.  40       .  1,818,200 

45,455     do.  30  1,363,650 

45»455    do.  20  909,100 


45,455  bills  of  the  denomination 

ofSdoUafs  563,640 

45,455     do.  7  318,185 

45,455     do.       .    5  5i27;i75 


10,000,100 

Ordered,  That  a  wan  ant  ls>ue  on  tlie  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Kenne- 
dy, for  50,000  dollars,  m  discharge  of  a  bill  drawu  by  his  excellency  Jona- 
than Trumbull,  esq.  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  dated  Hartford, 
October  24th,  1778,  in  favor  of  Nathaniel  Shaw,  for  that  sum,  on  the  prest- 
dent  of  Congress^  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 
esq.  cdmmissary-generai  of  purchases,  for  S,300,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his 
department : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  S^^iith,  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan-ofhce  in  the  state  of  Penn«^ylvania,  in  f  ivar  of  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy 
director -general}  for  130,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

A  inolioii  being  made  respecting  the  medical  department. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  attend  the  board  of 
war,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Matthews  were 
elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  major  Peter  &cull  was  elected,  having 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  T)iier. 

Oi^iered,  That  SOO  copies  of  the  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of 
alliance,  entered  into  between  his  mo^t  Christian  majesty  and  the  United 
^States  of  America,  be  printed. 

Congress  proceeden  to  the  election  of  three  commissioners  of  the  navy 
boiird  in  the  middle  district,  and,  the  ballots  bein^  taken,  John  Wharton, 
James  Reed,  and  William  Winder,  were  elected,  haying  been  previously  no- 
minated by  the  marine  committee. 

Iteso/veS,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  mana- 
gers of  the  lottery,  and  report  to  Congress  a  proper  allowance  for  their  ser- 
vices :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Koberdeau,  and  Mr.  Holten. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to*morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mvemher  5,  1778. 

Mr.  Whipple,  a  delegate  from  New -Hampshire,  attended  and  took  his  seat 

in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  October  21st,  from  £.  Hinman,  kte  captain  of  the  Alfred,  was 
read. 
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,  A  letter^  of  October  29th,  from  gen.  Washington*  with  stiiidry  pa[ier»  «B- 

•  closcil,  was  read :  '  i 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  oommittee  of  three»aiid  that  they  be 
empow^d  to  take  such  steps  thereon  as  they  shall  think  proper:  the  lrieai'«  i 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple.  i 

A  letter,  of  October  31st,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  ready  enclosing  a  ; 
letter  of  the  iSth  of  the  same  month,  from  John  Connolly: 

Ordt  j-ed,  That  the  letter  from  J.  CoTuioliv  be  referreil  to  the  committee  on 
the  letter  of  Septomber  15th,  from  Mr.  John  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners. 

A  letter,  of  October  SOih,  from  J.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  was 
read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  ;^9th  of  the  ttdnie  montli,  to  hiui«  frotu  Jiimeei  ; 
Dick,  at  New -York  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  memUeis  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  report  from, the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereuiion, 

iiemved.  That  the  three  oompanl^  eommanded  by  captains  Cloggage, 
Black,  and  M'Dooatd,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  Penasjlva-  i 
niat  be  .re*inli8ted  and  completed  to  their  foil  complement,  for  tiie  space  of  I 
one  jear»  from  the  Idth  dajr  of  December  next*  unless  sooner  discharged  by  | 
Congress. 

Inat^  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  inlisting  in  the  said  I 
compames,  receive  as  a  bounty  a  suit  of  clothes,  to  consist  of  the  articles  usu- 
ally allowed  the  continental  troops,  and  that  it  be  stipulated  with  the  said 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  so  inlisting,  that  they  shall  not  be 
removed  from  the  frontiers  of  the  said  ststeionaoy  account  whatever^  ex*  I 
cepton  expeditions  against  the  Indians. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-col.  Gimat,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

The  committee  to  whom  a  report  on  the  letter  of  October  27th,  from  the 
marquis  dela  Fayette,  and  the  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Plessis, 
with  the  papers  relative  thereto,  were  re-committeJ,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  coubideiation,  and  theieupuu  Congress  came  to  the 
following  resolntions : ' 

Whereas  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  dn  Ple8sis,lieutenant«colonel  of  artille«> 
ry  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  apprehending  that  the  war  is  near  a  ' 
conclusion  in  this  conntry,  is  desirous  of  returning  to  France,  to  offer  bis 
service  to  hisprince,  now  engaged  in  hostilities  with  our  common  enemy  i 

Be$olvedt  Tnattim  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Plessis  have  leave  to  withdraw  ' 
from  the  service  of  these  United  States,  and  that  the  president  give  him  a 
written  testimonial  of  the  high  sense  which  Congress  entertain  of  his  %eal> 
braverv,  and  good  conduct,  during  his  service  in  America. 

Anu  whereas  the  chevalier  came  out  from  France  at  his  ownexj)cnse,  and 
has  never  received  any  ot  the  advances  and  gratuities  which  have  been  made 
to  the  other  otiicers  of  Mons.  du  Condray's  corps  : 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favur  of  the  chevalier  de  Maduit 
du  Plessis,  for  5U00  livres  tournois,  and  that  the  sum  of  200  dollars  be  paid 
to  him,  the  same  to  be  in  full  of  all  gratuities  clauaed,  or  demauda  made  or 
to  be  made  by  him  against  these  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  an  honorary  certificate  of  his  zeal  and  services  be  giv€n 
to  lieutenant-colonel  6imat»and  that  a  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  the  mi- 
nister plenipotentiaiT  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favor  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Gimat^  for  5000  livres  tonmois,  and  that  the  sum  of  S(H) 
dollars  be  paid  to  him  to  defray  his  expenses  to  the  port  of  embarkation. 

Besoleedt  That  the  commission  of  major  by  brevet  be  granted  to  Mona« 
Capitaine,  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  a  bill  of  ex- 
change for  ^00  Uvres  tonrnois  be  drawn  en  the  minister  of  the  United 
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8tfltes  at  Paris,  in  favor  of  Moos.  Capitaine,  for  his  expensed  in  comtitg  to 

and returningfrom  America. 

Resolved,  ThBit  a  bill  of  exchange  for  1150  livrcs  tournois  be  drawn  on  the 
minister  aforesaid,  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  la  Coiombe^  for  his  expenses  in  com- 
ing to  and  returning  from  America. 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  of  exchany;e  for  1150  livres  tournois  be  drawn  on 
the  minister  afui  esaid,  in  Favor  of  Mons.  Pontgibeau,  for  his  expences  in 
coming  to  America,  and  fur  his  return. 

On  motion,  EetoMty  That  John  Laurens,  esq.  aid-de-camp  to  gen.^  Wash- 
ington, be  presented  with  acontiDeotal  commission  of  lieatenant-cohmel,  in 
testimoDj  of  the  sense  which  Congress  entertain  of  his  patriotic  and  spirited 
services  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  army,  and  of  his  brave  conuuct  in 
several  actions,  particularly  in  that  of  Rhode-Island*  on  the  £9th  of  August 
last ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed,  whenever  an  opportunity  snali 
offer,  to  give  lieutenant-colonel  Tiniirens  conimand  ajrreeable  to  his  rank. 

The  committee  to  svhom  was  rctfn  rcd  the  letter  ot gov.  Trumbull,  respect- 
ing major  Derick,  and  Mr.firkeiins's  pian  ot  a  negotiation  for  a  loan,  brought 
in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  ' 

Reaoivedt  That  major  Derick  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  United  States  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  that  he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 
hjr  brevet,  as  a  testtmonj  of  his  merit  and  services  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  ' 

Ord&ed,  That  the  president  return  an  answer  io  gov.  Trumbull,  and  also 
to  Mr.  Erkelins,  thanking  him  for  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  but  informing  him  and  governor  Trumbull  that  Congress  are  not.jet 
prepared  to  adopt  the  scheme  of  a  negotiation  for  the  loan  proposed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

FRIDAY.  J\*ovemher  6,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  com- 
mittee, lor  New-Hampshire,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  ubbtnt. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  John  Laurens,  was  read,  ex- 
pressing "  his  gratitude  for  the  unexpected  honor  which  Congress  were  pleas- 
ed to  confer  on  him  by  the  resolution  passed  yesterday^  and  the  high  satis- 
faction it  would  have  afforded  him,  could  he  have  accepted  it  without  iniur- 
ipg  the  rights  of  the  officers  in  the  line  of  the  army,  and  doing  an  evident 
injustice  to  his  colleagues  in  the  family  of  the  commander  in  chief :  that, 
having  been  a  spectator  of  tJie  convulsion'^  occasioned  in  the  army  by  disputes 
of  rank,  he  holds  the  traiujuillity  of  it  too  dear  to  be  in^^trumental  in  disturb- 
ing it;  and  therelore  entreatiiii;  Congress  to  suppress  the  resolve  of  yester- 
day, ordering;  him  a  commission  oi  lieutenant-col  iiel ;  and  to  accept  his  sin- 
cere thanks  tor  the  intended  honor:"  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Congress  highly  approve  the  disinterested  and  patriotic 
principles  upon  which  lieutenant-ctrfonel  J.  Laurens  has  declined  to  accept 
the  promotion  conferred  upon  him  by  Congress* 

A  letter*  of  the  6th,  from  Peter  ^icull,  was  read«  notifying  his  acceptuice 
of  the  appointment  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Mr,  President  Rodney,  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
was  read,  informinfr,  "that  the  members  of  the  house  of  assembly  have,  by 
some  means  or  other,  in  the  course  of  the  2d  and  3d  inst.  dispersed,  and 
thereby  tiie  house  dissolved,  witliout  having  completed  any  one  piece  of  tiie 
business  laid  before  them  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  president  write  to  the  hon.  C.  Rodney,  esq.  president 
of  the  state  of  Delaware,  and  request  him  to  call  the  assembly  of  that  state 
together  at  soon  as  possible.  - 

A  letter,  nf  October  12th,  from  migor-g^erid  R.  Howe,  was  read,  endna- 
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inga  return  of  the  stores  betotii^ins:  to  the  United  States  ia  the  arsenal  and 
mafTiizino  at  Cliarle^ton,  Soutli-CaKjlmfT  : 

Oi  iU'ved^  That  the  letter  be  referied  to  tiie  committee  on  the  memorial 
iioni  tlie  marquis  de  Briligiiv  : 

That  the  return  of  the  stores  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  5tb»  from  J.  SiEiona  to  the  board  of  war,  and  a  copj  of  one 
of  October  S8th,  from  J.  Loring,  at  New-York,  to  David  Franks,  were  laid 
before  Congress  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board 

be  directed  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broiijjht  in  a  report ;  "VVhererjpon, 
Ordered,  Tliat  ;i  warrant  issue  on  Jolin  Gib>on,  esq.  and ilor-geiieral,  for 
S60.538  4S-00  dolhiis,  in  favor  of  Michael  1 1  illegas,  treasurer,  it  bein^  the 
balance  oi'  the  last  niilUoii  of  dollars  put  into  the  hands  of  the  said  auditor- 
general  ;  fur  which  the  treasurer    to  be  accountable. 

•  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Dr.  J.  Wither- 
8p9on,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  300  dollars, 
advanced  upon  his  application ;  for  which  the  said  state  of  New-Jersey  is 
to  be  accountable.  , 
Adjoaroed  to  ten'odock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  jVovcmher  7,  1*78. 

A  riiemorial  from  captain  Stephen  Chambers,  wan  read. 

Sundry  certiticates  relative  to  the  purchase  of  horses  by  colonel  Hartley 
were  reatl  ;  \\  hereupon, 

Ordk^redf  That  the  quarter-iuaster-general  be  directed  to  pay  for  horses 
purchased  by  order  of  colonel  Hartley,  fur  the  pui  poseuf  marching  the  in- 
fantry commaDded  by  cuptain  Carbery,  and  for  ba^aj^e-horses  on  the  late 
eicnrsion  against  the  Indfiansy  on  proper  certificates  being  produced. 

Two  letters  of  October  29th,  from  major-general  HeaSi,  one  of  them  en- 
closing a  letter  from  major  Hamage,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  liOvell,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  October  3 1st,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Providence» 
was  read,  with  a  letter  from  major  Talbot  enclosed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major  Talbot  be  referred  to  tlie  marine- 
committee,  and  be  published. 

A  petition  from  Mon.s.  Lassier  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

A.  letter,  of  October  SOth,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

jResolyedt  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  (m  the  trial  of  major-general  Schuyler. 

A  petition  from  the  chevalier  de  Crenis  was  read ;  Whereuptm, 

Kesolvfd,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-culonel  be  granted  to 
tlie  chevalier  de  Crenis. 

A  letter,  of  October  8th,  from  J.  Connolly,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  loth, 
from  Mr.  Beattv. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  Mr.  D.  Franks,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  letter  from  David  Franks  to 
Moses  B'ranks,  brought  in  a  farther  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  D.  Franks  of  the  18th  of  October  last,  and 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  oT  the  state  of  PeDosylvama»  and  thathe  beao  longer  consider^ 
ed  as  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States. 
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The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  hon/ 
John  Williams,  esq.'  one  of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  800  dol- 
lars, advanced  on  his  aj>i)]icuti(in  ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable: 
.  That  a  wairaiit  issue  ua  tiie  treasurer  in  favor  of  William  kenuou, 
copper-plate  printer,  for  200  dollars,  advauced  him  on  account  of  printing 
biua  of  exchange : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  faror  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fay* 
tttte^  major-general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  payable  to  his  order^ 
agent  or  attorney,  for  3787  S6-90  dollars,  for  sundry  expenses  and  disburse- 
ments in  consequence  ot  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in 
the  northern  department,  in  February  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  chaplains  of  Congress  prepare  and  report  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  several  states,  to  set  apart  the  30th  day  of  December  next,  - 
as  a  day  of  general  thanksgiving;  throun;hout  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  5th,  from  J. 
Simons,  and  the  letter  of  October  2Bth,  from  J.  Loring  to  D.  Franks,  brought 
in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

,  Besolmdt  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  directed  to  take 
proper  measures,  until  the  faruier  order  of  Congress,  for  the  temporary 
supply  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  with  such  quotas  of  rations  as  are  furnished  our  prisoners  in  the 

hands  of  the  enemy  by  the  British  commissaries  : 

That  the  commissaries-general  of  purchases  and  issue;*  and  tlieu  deputies, 
be  directed  to  comply  with  such  requisitions  as  shall  be  m  ide  to  tlR  iii.  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  for  such  articles  of 
provisions  as  shall  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  British  prisoners  agreeably  to 
Uie  above  direction  of  Congress. 

•  Ordetid^  That  the  secretanr  furnish  .the  commissary -general  of  prisoners 
with  the  coDj  of  tiie  letter  of^ January  19th,  1778,  from  sir  William  Howe 
to  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  specifying  the  quota  of 
rations  furnished  to  our  prisoners  m  the  enemy's  hands  by  the  British  com- 
missaries. 

OrderedtThsX  the  memorial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald,  presented  and 
read  on  the  2d  instant,  be  referre<l  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Shenaan,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  captain  JMansHeid,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to 
resign  his  commission: 

Resolved,  Tiiai  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  commission  be 
sent  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  make  such  endorsement  there* 
on  as  they  shall  think  suited  to  his  merit. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  •?Vot'm6er  9,  1778. 

Mr.  Francis  Ligjitfeot  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took 

his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  October  26th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  with 
sundry  papers  enclosed  respecting  fora'^e : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referi  Lul  lo  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  October  30th,  froui  major-general  Gates,  at  Hartford;  one  of 
the  same  date,  froui  Peter  Colt  ;and  one  of  the  ^>arae  date,  from  gov.  Trum- 
bull ;and  one  of  the  5th  instant  from  major-general  Lord  Stirling  ;  were  read : 

An  extract  from  the  journals  of  the  assembly  of  South-CfU'oUna,  purport- 
ing to  be  *^  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  president's  message,  relative 
to  the  hospital  establishment'  and  military  arrangements  oC  tl^  state,  a9 
agreed  to  by  the  house,"  was  laid  before  Congress : 
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Ordered,  That  8Q  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  hospital,  be  referred  tn 
the  medical  committee,  and  the  remainder  to  the  board  of  war. 
In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bjr  the  commlssionert  of  clatm8»  the  iM 

ditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  regimpnt,  com 
manded  by  col.  Lewis  Nicola,  tor  pay  and  subsistence  for  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember 1778,  1706  60-90  dollars,  as  by  muster  rolls  and  pay-rolls  appears ; 

That  there  is  due  to  rhonias  Eddison,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  secretary^ 
office,  from  the  13th  of  August  to  the  3l8t  of  October  inclusive,  being  twG 
mouths  and  20  day8,  at  100  dollars  per  month,  266  60-90  dollars:  1 

Ordered,  Thai  liie  baid  accouius  be  paid.  '  I 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  repui  t  aa  relates  to  John  Norman,  be  refer-[ 
red  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  October  28th,  from  h  Loring  to  J.  Beattj,  was  laid  hitt^ 
Congress,  and  read : 

(hderedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  SeptemM 
15th,  from  Mr.  Beatty. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  October  dOth,  IromfJ 
Beatty,  conimissarj  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherevpon,  i 

Ordered,  That  commissary  Beatty  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  ress^ 
lutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  seditions  papers  circulated  under  the; 
colour  of  flair^,  and  informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  there  was 
good  reason  tor  coiiiining  tlie  pilot,  lieutenant  and  crew  of  the  vessel  men- 
tioned in  his  letter  :  that  if  any  obiectlnns  are  tnadeto  it  on  tlie  part  of  the 
enemy,  they  mi  be  discussed  and  settled  on  national  grounds,  and  there- 
fore tlmt  the  peremptory  requisition  of  admiral  Gambier  will  not  be  com- 
plied with. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  October  99ih,  from 
major-general  Heath,  with  the  papers  enclo&ed,  brought  m  a  report;  Where- 
upon, 

MuolvedfThtit  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  October  121  st,  relative  to 
partial  parole  eicchanges,  be  transmitted  to  major-general  Heath  for  his  gov- 
ernment :  that  at  the  same  time  he  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  no  ob*! 
jection  to  his  giving  passes  to  Mrs.  Reynolds,  her  children  and  female  servants, 
to  go  to  Europe,  Rhode-Island  or  New-York ;  or  to  his  allowing  major.  Har- 
nage  and  capt.  Hawker  to  continue  on  parole  in  the  state  of  MassachnsettS" ! 
Bay,  with  their  families,  upon  their  engaging  to  snpply  themselves*  i 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Mvemher  10,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6tli,  from  majur-generai  Green,  quarter-master  geuerali 
was  read. 

Whereas  it  hath  become  necessaiy  not  only  that  speedy  and  vigorous 
measures  should  be  taken  to  regulate  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's 
departments,  but  also  that  a  constant  attention  should  be  paid  to  those  de- 
partments: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Whipple  be  a  cem* 
mittee  to  superintend  the  same  departments,  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  empowered  to  take  such  steps  relating  to  the  same  as  they  shall 
think  most  for  the  pnUic  service.  , 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  major-general  Green,  be  referred  to  the 
said  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  the  same  date, 

from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Patrick  M'C  losky,  and  also  a  memorial  from  William 
Dodd,  Levallin  Barry,  Patrick  M'Ciosky  and  Richard  Ross,  were  read : 
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Onknit  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  they 
be  empowered  to  give  each  felief  as  they  may  think  the  memorialists  are 
eqaitsMy  entitled  to.  *^    ^  ^ 

An  application  from  the  chevalier  de  Crenis  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  : 

A  letter,  ot  -October  30th,  from  Phincas  Pierce,  lieutenant  in  capt.  Spaul- 
ding's  companv,  was  read,  clesiring  leave  to  rcsiun  his  commission,  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  incapable  of  serving  longer  by  reason  of  wounds  he  re- 
ceived 111  the  year  177b  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Phineas  Pierce  be  accepted. 

Ordered^  That  20  copies  of  the  index  to  the  trst  volume  of  tlie  journals 
of  Ctugress,  and  80  copies  of  the  9d  volume,  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
of  each  state,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  states. 

Oriaredf  That  the  plan  of  finance  be  an  order  for  to-morrow»  and  that 
Congress  proceed  on  the  consideration  of  that  busiiic^^s  every  day  after, 
precisely  at  one  o'clock,  until  the  same  be  finishedjand  that  this  rule  be  not 
broken  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  coniiiiittee  to  whom  were  referred  a  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
gtaeral  assembly  of 'South-Carolina,  concurred  in  by  the  house  on  the  8th  of 
September  1778,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  also  a  let- 
ter ol  September  from  major-geneidi  liuwe,  brought  in  a  le^jurt,  which 
was  read. 

A  letter*  of  September  IStii,  from  the  manjuis  Bouille,  governor  of  Mar* 
tii^ue,  and  directed  to  the  committee  of  foreign  a&irs»  was  read : 
(h'der&i.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  witk 

the  minister  of  France. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  HoUen  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  super- 

I  intend  the  publication  of  the  jf)urnals. 
AdJoura«£d  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  jyhvemher  11,1 778. 

Mr.  Ellery,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-ibland,  attended, and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  sieur  Grerard>  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France^ 
was  read,  representing,  that  he  has  **  purchased,  for  account  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  the  cargoes  of  two  vessels,  one  called  the  Gentille,  Geor^ 
Andre,  master ^  the  other  the  Adventurer,  Joseph  Tassis,  master:  which 
vessels  are  now  in  the  port  of  Petersburg!),  in  Virginia:  that  both  cargoes 
consist  of  between  lt2  and  ISOO  barrels  of  flour,  and  about  15Q  barrels  of 
bread  :  that  the  destination  of  this  provision  requires  its  immediate  depar- 
ture;" and  thereiere  entreating  Corigresis  "  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for 
the  departure  of  these  vessels;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  president  write  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  explain  to 
him  the  nature  ut  thii>  transaction,  and  the  necessit)  of  the  vessels  immediate 
departure,  and  desire  him  to  give  orders  accordingly. 

Mercd^  That  the  committee  for  superintending  tfie  commissary  and  quar- 
ter-msster's  de|iartmentB,  confer  with  Mons.  Gerard  on  the  danger  that  rosy 
rcnlt  from  an  interference  with  the  commissary -general  or  his  deputies,  on 
the  purchase  of  nrovisions  in  the  present  situation  oi  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  the  9thy  from  gen.  Conway,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tlie  report  of  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  some  time  being  spent  thereon, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o^ciock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  A'&vemher  12,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  lltb,  from  Mr.de  Francey,  was  read  : 
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(hdered,  That  it  be  refLTred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whipple  and  Mr.  Eilery  be  added  to  the  said  com- 
mittee, and  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  emploj  a  suitable  person  as 
a  clerk. 

Orderpfl,  That  Monday  next  lie  assigned  for  considering  the  commercial 
affairs  ot  Congress,  anil  tlie  pr()j>riety  of  j)utllnt!:  tliem  into  commission  ;  and 
that  the  committee  of  commerce  on  that  liaj,  lay  on  the  table  a  plan  for  con- 
ducting commercial  affairs. 

The  committee  of  forei"|n  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  16th, 
and  one  of  September  26tfi,  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  which  were 
ready  and  returned  to  the  committee. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  October  31  st,  from 
W.  Smith,  at  Baltimore,  which  was  read,  informing  that  Mr.  Dugan's  vessel, 
on  board  of  which  Mr.  Smith  had  shipped  flotir*  agreeably  to  the  order  o^ 
the  marine  committee,  Ims  been  seized  ;  Wliereiipon, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  gov.  Johnson,  and  inform  iiim,  that 
the  marine  committee  arc  empowered  and  directed  to  send  provisions  bjsea 
to  tlie  eastern  states,  for  the  use  of  the  navy:  that  the  public  service  requires 
that  every  aid  should  be  given  to  the  marine  commiliee  to  iacilitate  the  exc<« 
cution  ol  this  businef>s ;  and  that  the  government  of  Maryland  be  requested 
to  permit  the  vessels  taken  up  and  loaded  by  order  of  the  marine  cmmnittee 
to  proceed  on  their  voyage  with  all  despatch. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broug^it  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  75,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  director-general,  and  another  warrant  in  his 
favor  on  Derk  Ten  Brock,  esfj.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-oflRce 
in  the  state  of  New-York,  ior  75,000  dollars;  both  which  sums,  amounting 
to  150,000  dollars,  are  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment: and  for  which  the  said  deputy  director-general  is  to  bf  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  Mons.  L'Eclise  and  Mun*.  la  Jeuuesse, 
which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  be  referred  tothe  board  of  war, 
and  that  they  t^ke  such  measures  thereon  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bj  the  commissmners  or  claims^  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  David  Mosely,  for  his  pay,  boarding,  &c.  as  a  cop- 
pet-plate  printer,  from  June  25th  to  November  14th*  irrS^  a  balance  of  Idl 
dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  TiOtbinier,  his  pay  and  subsistence  as 
chaplain  to  colonel  James  liivingston's  regiment,  Iroiu  October  the  11th  to 
November  lOtli,  1778,  inclusive,  60  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  iiadeisell,  for  iiire  of  his  wagon  and  ferriages 
from  York,  county  to  Amboy,  and  returning  home  in  August,  1776,  86  31-90 
dollars; 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Shallus*  for  victualling  Pennsylvania  militia 
in  1776,  58  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Or4ered,  Tliat  the  report  of  the  commissioners  on  the  claims  of  Henry 
Kreven  and  Godfrey  Frey,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  departments,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  confer  with  the  quarter-master  general  and  barrack -master 
upon  tlie  subject,  and  report  resolutions  for  determining  all  such  cases  tor  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  September  15th,  from 
J.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  with  two  letters  from  J.  Loriog,  dat«i 
September  Ist  and  Octoll^r  28th,  and  sundry  letters  from  John  Connolly;^ 
report  the  following  stale  of  facts ; 
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"  That  Dr.  John  ConnoUj^,  now  stilin^  himself  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
British  service,  was,  in  the  latter  end  of  November,  1775,  apprehended  in 
Frederick  county,  in  Murvland,  in  company  with  a  certain  Allan  Cameron 
and  Jolin  Smith,* by  the  committee  ot  inspection  of  that  county  :  that  at  the 
time  he  was  taken  he  was  not  in  arms ;  or  at  the  head  of  any  party  in  arms ; 
but  was  clandestinely  makinj^  his  way  to  Detroit,  in  onjer  to  joiD»  give  ill* 
telligence  to^  and  otKenvMe  «id  the  garrison  at  that  place^  as  appeai'a  hj  his 
own  intercepted  letter  of  December,  l6thj  1775,  addressed  to  the  command  < 
iag  officer  of  that  fortresB»  and  by  gen.  Washington's  letter  to  Congress  nf 
December  fiSth,  1775: 

That  a  number  of  officers  in  the  British  service,  who  were  made  prisoners 
long  after  the  said  John  Connolly  was  apprehended,  have  been  exchanged 
iu  course,  and  no  demand  has  been  madetdl  within  these  few  monihs  past  by 
any  British  general  for  the  relpase  or  exchange  of  the  officer  last  mentioned  : 

>Vith  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  said  John  Connolly,  the  committee 
report,  that  at  the  time  he  was  iirst  apprehended,  he  was  confined,  under 
^uard,  by  the  committee  of  inspection  in  the  town  of  Frederick*  in  an  apart- 
nent  separate  from  his  associates^  without  any  circumstance  to  aggravate  his 
^ptivity,  except  the  being  debarred  the  use  of  |ieiit  ink,  and  paper:  that 
aotwithatanding  this  restraint,  he  contrived  to  write  several  letters  of  intel* 
licence  to  the  British  officers  commanding  at  the  post  of  Detroit  and  Kus- 
kuskis,  which  letters  were  found  on  the  pcr?on*(>f  Dr.  Smith,  one  of  his 
associates,' who,  having  escaped  from  the  town  of  Fieileiick,  was  again 
apprehended  :  that,  by  the  rei^olnticm  of  Congress,  of  December  8lh,  1775, 
he  was  oidertd  to  be  "contined  in  prison  at  Philadelphia:"'  that  being 
brought  to  that  city,  he  was  confined  in  the  new  gaol,  where  he  continued 
till  about  the  month  of  November,  1776,  when  he  was  permitted,  on  account 
of  a  declining  state  of  health,  to  reside  on  bis  parole  at  the  house  of  his 
brother-in-law  on  the  river  Susquehanna;  where  he  continiied  for  about  two 
months,  when,  on  information  beiog  given  to  the  ^nn^il  of  safety  of  the 
state  of  Pepnsylvania,  of  certain  suspicious  circiimstaoces  relative  to  hini, 
lie  was  remanded  to  his  former  place  of  confinement,  in  which  he  continued 
till  about  spring,  1777,  when  he  was  as^ain  permitted,  on  his  parole,  and  the 
security  of  his  brother-in-law,  to  return  to  his  former  place  of  residence  on 
the  river  Susquelianna. 

That  during  tliese  periods  of  his  confinement  in  the  new  gaol,  he  had  fgr 
the  greatest  part  of  the  time  a  senarate  apartment  to  himself,  the  privilege 
of  walking  in  the  yard,  a  person  allowed  to  attend  him  in  his  apartment*  and 
his  own  servant  permittea  to  fetch  him  such  necessaries  as  he  chose  to  or- 
der ;  and  that  during  the  short  period  when  he  had  not  a  separate  apartipent, 
there  were  never  more  than  two  persons  in  the  same  room,  sehlom  more  than 
one,  and  those  some  of  his  associates,  or  in  consequence  of  his  particu- 
lar request:  that  during  those  periods  of  time  he  made  two  attempts  to 
escape,  in  which  he  was  detected  ;  that  on  authentic  information  being 
given  to  Congress,  at  York-town,  iliat  the  said  lieutenant-col.  John  Connolly 
v^as  acting  in  a  manner  not  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  his  parole,  and  the 
frontiers  being  then  threatened  with  a  barbarous  war,  in  which  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  he  was  dcsi^ued  as  an  instrument,  he  was  ordered  into 
confinement  in  the  gaol  at  York-town,  on  the  IStli  day  of  October]^  1777  i 
that  on  atie  17th  day  of  May,  1778,  the  said  John  ^fimiolly»  with  aereral 
others,  confined  in  the  said  giml,  made  a  representation  to  Confess,  setting 
forth,  in  the  stroncest  colouring,  the  hardsnips  and  cruelties  which  thejde* 
cUred  thej  were  then  suffering: 

That  on  the  result  of  a  strict  enquiry,  and  after  the  gaol  had  been  visited 
col.  Pickering,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  war,  it  appeared  that 
tiie  suggestions  contained  in  the  said  representation  were  scandalous  and 
Vol.111.  IG 
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groundless  ;  and  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  on  the  2Sd  of  May,  ordered 
to  be  published  ;  that  since  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  the  van!  J(»hn  Con- 
nolly was  remanfled  to  the  new  in  that  city,  where,  exceptiri;^;  the  space 
ot  about  14  lla^^,  when  two  persons  were  nrcps'^arily  obliged  to  sleep  in  the 
same  room,  he  iias  had  a  separateand  comnuxiious  apartmont  ofhis  own  clunce, 
the  privilege  of  his  own  sei  vant  to  attend  him  coiiAtantly,  aad  to  briug  him 
whatever  he  ntj  requit  e,  and  the  anre»tniine<l  use  of  a  spackme  yard  to  take 
the  air  daring  the  day ;  that,  in  his  letter  of  October  12th,  1778,  the  said 
John  Connolly  declares,  *<that  the  common  rights  of  humanitj  are  denied 
him,"  and  paints  his  sitoatlon  in  such  terms,  as  would  tend  to  induce  a  be- 
lief that  the  most  wanton  cruelties  and  restraints  are  imposed  upon  him : 

That,  in  consequence  of  a  request  of  J.  Connolly  to  be  heard  in  person 
by  a  committee  of  Con^ii  ess,  this  committee  has  complied  with  his  request, 
when  he  declared,  in  the  presence  of  your  couimiitee,  '*  that  excepting  th« 
restraint  of  his  person  under  the  limits  above  mentioned,  which,  h^wevei- 
indulgent  they  might  appear,  he  conceived  unfavorable  to  his  state  oi  liealth, 
he  experienced  every  other  relief  which  could  be  extended  to  a  person  in 
confinement  that  Joshua  Loring,  esq.  British  commissary  of  prisoner?*  In 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Beatty  of  September  Ist,  1778,  threatens  to  retaliate  on  an 
American  prisoner  of  war  of  an  equal  rank  with  lieut.  col.  Connolly,  for 
the  sufferings  which  it  is  Qretended  that  oliicer  endures:  Whereupon, 

liesolved.  That  lieutenant-cidonel  John  Connolly  cannot  of  rit>ht  claim 
to  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  that  he  was,  at  the 
time  he  wan  apprehended,  and  stlU  is,  amenable  to  law-iuartiai  as  a  spy 
and  emissary  from  the  Bi  itish  army  : 

That  the  repeated  representations  made  by  lieutenant-colonel  John  Cod- 
nolly,  of  the  grievances  he  undergoes,  are  not  founded  on  tacts  : 

'Iiiat  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  the  foregoing  resolutions 
and  state  offsets  to  the  commander  in  chief  ot  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces 
in  New -York,  and  to  inform  the  said  officer,  that  if,  under  the  pretext  df 
retaliating  for  the  pretended  sufferings  of  a  person  who, by  the  law  of  nations* 
has  nori^ht  to  be  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  any  American  officer,  en- 
titled to T)e  considered  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  wnr,  shall  iinflergo  any 
extraordinary  restraints  or  sof^'eiings,  Congress  are  determiiioil  to  retaliate 
on  the  person  of  an  officer  of  the  fii  st  rank  in  their  possession,  tor  every  spe* 
cies  of  hardship  or  restraint  on  such  account  inflicted, 

Ordtredt  That  Mr.  Matthews  have  leave  of  absence. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  finance,  and  some 
time  being  spent  thereon, 

Adjournea  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Mfvemher  13,  1778, 

Ordered^  That  ^Ir.  Telfair  have  leave  of  absence* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  h^.  Adams  be  atlded  fo  the  committee  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  publication  relative  to  disputes,  petitions  and  negotiations  to 
and  with  the  court  of  (ireat-Britain,  and  that  the  committee  be  empowered 
to  proceed  in  the  publicauon  as  X\\ey  judge  proper. 

ijrdered.  That  the  state  of  facts  and  that  resolutions  relative  to  J.  Con- 
nolly be  published. 

Tlie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  ct)ntinentai  loan-ofiice  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Shippen,  director-general,  for  75,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge sundry  debts  due  from  his  department  previous  to  the  Istof  March 
last  ;  the  saia  flirector-j^eneral  to  be  accojintable. 

That  a  warrant  is^tk'  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  NormaD,  for  40 

dollars,  for  Uie  u^e  of  Uitt  rolling;  press  for  iive  weeks. 
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Mesolwdi  Thftt  three  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  tieafurys  the 
iDtmbers  chosen,  Mr.  Hatsoii*  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  M  r.  F.  L.  I.ee. 

Ordaredf  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  committee 
of  commerce  for  9975  7-90  dollars,  to  enablp  them  to  pay  Gerard  William 
Beekman  &  Co.  52-90  dollars,  for  frei;;ht,  &c.  of  the  ship  Mary,  char- 
tered by  the  said  committee,  and  to  pay  a  drawn  on  them  by  Messrs. 
James  and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  in  fa^ir  of  Mr.  A.  Strettle,  dated 
October  26th,  1778,  for  7735  45-90  dullaia  ;  the  said  committee  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read :  Whrnnpon, 
JteioM^  That  the  eommaodiDj^  officer  In  the  southern  department  be  ent* 
powered,  if  he  shall  find  it  necessary,  to  apjMiiiit  a  depotj  judge  advocate 
for  the  troops  in  Georgia,  to  aet  so  Umg  as  occasion  requires,  and  to  be  en« 
titled  to  the  usual  monthly  pay  and  allowance. 
Congress  resumed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Eoaocei  and  after  some 

time  spent  thiM-eon, 
AUjouraed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JVor(im&£T  14, 1778, 

A  letter,  from  lieutenant  Donald  M*Leod,  a  prisoner  on  parole,  was  read, 
praying,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  elevtMi  others^  in  similar  circHinsfances, 
that  two  of  them  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  New  York  to  negotiate  an  ex- 
change ;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  to  bring  a  supply  for  them  all. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  major-general  Arnold  was  read,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter of  the*9th,  fromk.  Peters,  member  of  tlie  board  of  war; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  enclosing  a  memorial 
on  the  subject  of  currency,  and  establishing  a  marine  or  naval  force,  for  the 
defence  of  the  American  coasts  : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  colo»iel  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  to  the  council  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  same  date  to  the  board  oi  war,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress  and  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  board  of  war  be  sent  to  gen. 
Washington,  and  tliat  he  be  directed  to  take  such  measures  relative  to  the 
subiect  matter  thereof,  as  he  may  judge  necessary : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  orders  to  the  proper  officers,  for  furnishing 
the  troops  in  the  posts  on  the  western  frontiers  under  the  command  of  coL 
Hartley,  with  provisions  and  other  necessary  supplies. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  l<5tter  from  major  Silas 
Talbot,  biought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Consjress  liave  a  high  sense  of  the  bravery  and  good  con- 
duct of  major  Silas  T.iUjot,  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  and  tlie  officers 
ami  men  under  his  culiullan(^  in  boarding  and  taking  the  arnned  schooner  Pigot 
of  eivlit  \2  pounders  and  45  men,in  the  eastjjasbage  between  ilhode-lslaad 
and  Sie  Main ;  and  that  he,  as  a  reward  of  his  merit  and  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  be  presented  with  the  commission  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Another  report  from  the  marine  committee  was  read ;  WHiereupon, 

Resolved,  'I'hat,  to  encourage  seamen  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the 
Tnited  States,  those  who  shall  engage  for  a  term  not  less  than  twelve  months, 
he  Hupplied  with  slops  in  such  quantities  and  with  such  abatements,  not  ex- 
i^eediug  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  cost  thereof,  as  the  marine  committee  &hall« 
from  time  to  time,  judire  necessary. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  pursers  be  appointed  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States 
far  all  vessels  not  under  16  guns,  and  that  their  pay  be  et^uai  to  that  oi  sur- 
g^ns  In  the  navy. 


Digitized  by  Google 


i£4 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  UTBt 


WHereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  ordering  the  distrtbiitiDB  of  prize  money 
amongst  the  petty  warrant  and  petty  ofiicers  in  the  navy  of  the  Unitei 

Stttes  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  carpeuter-s  ami  jrunnerV  mates: 
Rt^anlvpa,  That  th«  carpeitter's  afid  i»;nnnpr*s  iiiiitrs  ^har*^  equally  in  prize 
money  with  the  other  petty  warrant  and  petty  otiicers  lu  tlie  oavy  of  the  Uni- 
ted .States. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  W  hereupon, 

Orderedt  *V\aA  a  warrant  iBsue  on  tSe  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jmn  Otbson^ 
esq.  for  4ri0  tloUam*  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  residue  of  a  warrant 
drawn  on  him  by  the  hoa.  John  Hancock,  esq.  president  of  Congress,  in 
favor  of  the  delegates  <if  the  state  of  Uhode-Istand,  for  lOfiOO  dollars^  dtted 
Joly  5th,  \777;  lor  which  the  said  J.  Gibson  i§  to  be  accountable* 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  absence. 

Congress  ro>tirnp(l  the  consideration  of  the  report  ot  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  alter  some  tune  spent  thcreoo. 

Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mvember  16,  \77S. 

Besohred,  That  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  be  discbamd  from  attending  the  board  of 
treasury,  tnd  that  he  be  appointed  to  attend  the  board  of  war,  as  a  member 
bf  this  house,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  October  31st,  from  J.  Loring  to  col.  Beatty,  summoning  all  the- 
officers  who  are  at  home  on  th*  ir  paroles  to  repairinmipdinttdy  to  New-York  : 

Ordered,  That  tf»e  same  be  relurrctl  to  the  board  ol  war,  and  that  the 
board  give  orders  to  suspend  the  publicaiioo  of  the  summons  until  they  re- 
port thereon. 

A  letter^  from  J.  Melchior,  barrack-master,  was  read,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 

finance,  when  a  motion  was  made. 
That  the  four  first  propositions  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee 

of  the  whole  hotme  : 

On  tlie  question  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer. 
New-Hantpshirey  Mr.  Whipple, 


Ji/todeJiiUtnd, 
JS'tw-Yorh, 


M'tn/landf 
FirginiOf 

Gerry, 

Lovel!, 

HoKen, 
Mr.  Ellens, 

Ifirchant, 
11^.  Shemwn, 

Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  f-'rudiler, 
Mr.  l.oberdeau, 

Ja.me«  Smith, 


S^CaroUna, 


no  yno 

110^ 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Henn, 
Mr.  V.  L.  I^e, 
M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett. 
Williams, 
Mr.  Lauren% 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


uy^  ay 


Mr.  Laii^vvorthy  ay  "^y 


ClingMi, 

So  it  was  resoWeA  in  the  affirmative. 

Jtw^lv^,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'ciock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

The  chaplains  having  prepared  a  recommendation  to  the  several  states  for 
setting  apart  a  day  of  tlianksgiving,  the  same  was  read. 

"^rhe  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tiie  treasurev  in  favor  of  Robert  Spea- 
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eer,  esq.  for  6366  Mlars,  in  discharge  ^ a  biU  drawn  by  W.  Palfrey,  esq. 
pay-master  geMrat,  gb  the  praaident  iif  CaiiQ;raaa»  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of 
the  saiil  R.  Spencar,  datad  Octctar  3  lat,  1778,  expreaaed  to  be  for  the  forcea 
af  the  Uoitieii  States  of  Amerioft;  the  said  pay-master  general  to-  be  ac- 
omintable. 
Adjmmied  la  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JKhvember  17,  1778.  " 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Mons.  lieUauIx  were  read  : 

ih'dered.  That  they  be  reieri  ed  to  the  board  of  war, 

A  letter,  af  the  tst,  from  capt  8eth  Harding,  at  Norwich,  was  read : 

Oirieredf  That4t  be  referred  to  the  marina  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  jSd,  from  major-general  Schayler^  enclosing  a  letter  from 
Mr.  James  Deane,al  Fort  Schuyler,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington, 
and  that  gen.  Schnyler^s  letter,  with  the  enclosed*  be  referred  to  the  board 
«f  war. 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  intelligence  that  renders  it  necessary 
to  abridge  the  indu!i»;ence  heretofore  granted  to  J.  Connolly: 

Ordered,  That  he  be  confined  to  his  room,  and  that  no  person  be  adaiiUed 
to  converse  with  him  till  the  further  order  of  Congressi. 

A  letter^  of  October  30th,  from  gov.  Oreene,  of  Rhodeiilsland,  was  read. 
'A  letter,  of  September  9th, from  major  Romand  de  Lisle,  and  one,  of  Sep- 
tember 5th,  from  col.  Elbert,  in  Georgia,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  September  9th,  from  J.  Clay,  pay-master  in  Geoi^ia,  with  his 
account  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  report  frura  tlie  board  of  war  was  read  ;  WIum  t'up(»n, 

Besolvedy  That  the  troops  raised  in  the  state  ol  Souih-Carolina,  are,  an»l 
ought  to  be  considered  as  beiu^  hi  the  same  hiiuation,  and  subject  to  the 
same  regulations,  with  the  other  forces  of  the  United  States,  except  in  cases 
where  contrary  atipulations  were  made  at  tke  time  of  their  being  received 
into  the  aervice  of  the  United  States,  on  the  continental  eatftUishmeiit. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lowndes,  presi- 
dent of  South -Carolina,  and  the  lettera  from  major*general  Howe,  brought- 
in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Besnlvnl,  That  the  prcsitlpnt  of  the  state  of  S^outh-Carolina  be  infornip(!, 
that  the  resolution  of  Congress  (it  September  16th,  1770,  relative  to  appoint- 
ments, extends  only  to  the  appointment  of  regimeutai  ulcers,  and  not  tp 
officers  on  the  general  staS*. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjuLaut-gencral  and  de- 
puty quarter-master  general  fbrthe  troops  in  the  southern  department,  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken. 

Captain  Edmund  Hyrne  was  elected  deputy  aJjutant-general,  and  Ste* 
phen  Drayton  was  elected  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  the  southern 
department,  they  having  been  previously  nominated  by  the  delegates  of 
South  Carolina. 

Congress  resumed  the  considej'atlon  of  the  recommendation  to  th.e  states 
for  gL'itin^i;  apart  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  which  being  amended,  is  us  follows  : 

It  having  pleased  Almighty  God,  through  the  coui-se  of  the  present  year, 
to  bestow  many  great  and  manifold  mercies  on  the  people  of  these  United 
States;  and  it  being  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  men  gratefully  to  akoow- 
^te  their  obligatiobs  to  him  tor  benefits  received : 

mwlttij  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  exe- 
cutive authority  of  each  of  the  said  states,  to  appoint  Wednesday,  the  GOth 
^  December  ne&t,  to  be  obs^ed  as  a  day  of  pubii^ thanksgiving  and{>raise. 
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that  all  people  majt  with  united  hearts,  on  that  day,  express  a  jtiat  tense  of 
hta  unmerited  favora;  partiealarl^  in  that  it  hath  pleaaed  him,  by  his  over* 

ruling  providence,  to  support  us  in  a  just  and  necessary  war,  for  the  defence 
of  our  rip^hts  and  liberties,  by  <iftordino;us  seasonable  supplies  for  our  amiies, 

by  disposing  the  hcm  t  ol  a  pi)\v(M  ful  tnonarcli  to  outer  into  alliance  with  us, 
and  aid  our  cause  by  deleatiiig  ihe  councils  and  evil  designs  of  our  eneaiics, 
and  giving  us  victory  over  tlieir  troops  ;  and,  the  continuance  ot  tbat  unioa 
amono  thtise  states,  which,  by  his  blessing,  will  be  their  future  strength  and 
glory. 

And  it  la  further  recemmended,  that,  together  with  devout  thankaii^ivin^, 
may  be  joined  a  penitent  confession  ofonr  ainsy  and  humble  anpplication  for 
pardon,  through  the  merita  of  oar  Saviour ;  io  that,  under  the  smiiee  of  Hea- 
ven, our  public  councils  may  be  directed,  our  arms  by  land  and  sea  prosper- 
ed, our  liberty  and  independence  •^ectired,  otir  schools  and  seminaries  of 
learning  tioiirish,  our  trade  be  revived,  our  husbandry  and  manufactures  en- 
creased,  and  tlie  hearts  ot  all  impressed  with  audissembled  piety^  with  bene- 
Yolcnre  and  /.eal  for  t!ie  public  good. 

And  It  12)  also  recoinmendtMl,  that  recreations  unsuitable  to  the  purpose  of 
iuch  a  iolemnity  may  be  omitted  on  that  day. 

0one  in  Congress,  this  irth  dav  of  November,  l77Sj  and  im  tiie  third  year 
of  the  independence  of  the  Cnited  States  of  America. 

According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole*  ' 
to  conaider  the  four  first  propositions  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  a'nd,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr*  F* 
L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  pro- 
positions referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  progress,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclusion  desire  leave  to  sit  aj^ain  : 

Jhaolrpfh  That  to-inorrovv  at  one  oVlock,  Congress  be  resolved  intoacom- 
mittee  ol'  the  nhole,  to  conslilcr  fartlier  the  propositions  referred  to  them: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tu-uiui row. 

WRDNBSDAY,  JWrmfcer  18,  1778. 

Two  tetters  from  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
were  read,  requesting  a  passage  on  board  one  of  tne  continental  frigates  for 
the  chevalier  de  Raymondis,  captain  of  the  Cfesar  j  and  tlint  a  vessel,  on 
boatd  of  which  are  a  number  of  invalids,  may  be  taken  uoder  convoy  of  the 
lri;^aie,  until  she  is  safe  at  sea  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  the 
coumuttee  be  directed  to  comply  with  the  nqucst  tUerein  contained. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th)  from  gen.  Wasliington,  was  read,  enclosing  one  of 
the  10th,  from  general  sir  Henry  Clinton^  relative  to  an  ezchance  of  the 
convention  troops : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gov.  Henry,  ot^ Virginia,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  the  marquis  of  }?rit"t::nv,  was  read  : 

Ordered  J  That  the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on  a, 
former  nicinorial  from  the  marquis,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  M.  Smkh, 
and  Mr.  flenry. 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  from  the  baron  de  Randerodc  Thulier,  which 
was  read  and  referred  on  the  21  st  of  October  last,  be  also  referred  to  the 
foregoing  committee.  ^ 

JUk  intercepted  letter  from  Abraham  Chilborn,  of  Haverford  West,  di- 
rected to  J  as.  Seagrove,  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  transmitted  to  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tlie  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  Maryland  being  laid, 
befoit;  Congress^  were/ead.  and  are  as  foUouts : 
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«MARYLAKD. 

JnUke  Ikme  of  Delegaltes^  Mvember  l$1h,  1778. 

The  geDtlemen  appmnted  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes  on  the  election  for 
delegates  to  Congress,  retamed  from  the  conference  room  and  reported,  tiiat 

George  Plater,  William  Paca^  William  Carmichael,  John  Henry,  James 
Forbes,  and  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  esqrs.  had  a  majority  of  votes; 
whereupon  it  is  declared  in  the  house  of  delegates,  that  the  hon.  George 
Plater,  Winiatn  Paca,  William  Carmichael,  Jofui  Henry,  James  Forbes,  and 
jDaniel  of  St.  Thoman  Jenifer,  esqrs.  are  duly  elected  delegates  toCoogre8S« 
True  copy  from  the  proceedings.   By  order, 

J.  nUCKETT,  C.  H.  D. 
A  aiiiulai  copy  from  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  is  si^jneil,  by  order,  . 

R.  RIDGELY,  CUrk  of  the  Senate,^ 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  11th  of  August,  from  the  hon.  A.  Lee, 
esq.  at  Paris,  directed  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  at  Congress,  were 
read,  together  with  sundry  papers  enclosed  and  referred  to  therein  s 

Ordered,  That  they  be  lodge^  with  the  secretary,  for  the  perosal  of  the 
jneinber?. 

An  invoice  of  five  bales  of  merchandise,  shipped  on  board  the  schooner 
Tabby,  captain  John  Hoad^es,  Marblehead,  and  consigned  to  the  hon.  E. 
Gerry,  esq.  for  account  of  the  hon*  Arthur  Lee,  by  Joseph  Gardoqui  &  Sons, 
Was  laid  before  Con£:ress  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  reterred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Accordins;  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee 
reported,  that  the  commilitee  have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the 
propositions  referred  to  them,  bat  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  de* 
sire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Mesolvedf  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  further  the  propositions  referred  to  them* 

A  letter,  of  the  1 3ih ,  from  Mons.  da  Plessis,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mnftmher  19^  1778. 

Mr.  Pacs,  Mr.  Carmichael^  and  Mr.  Henry,  three  of  the  delegates-  of 
Maryland,  attended,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  dd,  from  major-general  Heath  was  read,  enclosing  one  of 
the  1st,  from  William  de  Passern,  major  of  the  regiment  of  Hesse  Hanau, 
and  one  oi  October  31st,  from  brigadier-general  James  Hamilton,  both 
directed  to  major-general  Heuth. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  this  day  from 
Rawleigh  Downman  and  George  Hancock,  of  the  Georgia  troops,  and  ame- 
niorial  from  col.  Matthews,  ol  the  9th  Virginia  regiment,  respecting  specie 
procured  for  his  officers  when  prisoners,  were  read : 

Msreii,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  tSth,  from  Mr.  President  Rodnej,  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Baily, 
for  1485  dollars,  in  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  II.  Hone,  dated 
Charleston,  h^imth-Carolina,  August  24,  1778,  in  favor  of  and  etiflorned  by 
captain  Rawlei;^li  Downman,  for  tliat  sum  ;  it  being  agreeable  to  a  letter  of 
sdvice  of  the  same  date  froiii  major-gen.  R.  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  tlie  application  of  the  marine  comuiiltee,  a  warrant  issue  on 
the  treasurer  in  their  favor,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  board 
in  the  middle  district  ^  the  said  marine  committee  to  be  accountablei' 
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The  committee  on  tiie  treasury*  having,  according  to  an  order  of  Congress, 
considered  a  petitio^^  of  Wiliiaiu  Dodd  and  others,  dated  NovemiMr  9f 

1778,  report,  • 

Tliiit  the  allowance  made  by  Congress  to  the  petitioners  for  their  servicee, 
as  expresses,  ai»reeabl y  to  a  report  oT  the  commissioners  of  claims,  appearing 
to  be  fully  suflicient,  the  praj^r  of  the  petitiou  for  an  augmeotation  of  j^^, 

oudit  not  tobegianted: 

iiVso/m/,  Thai  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  said  committee  havin«;  also  considered  a  petition  of  lieutenant-cd* 
Crenis,  brought  in  a  report:  \Vhereupon,  ' 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant-col. 
Crenisy  for  600  dollars,  in  full  for  his  services  whilst  employed  la  the  wnj 
of  the  United  States. 

lu  consiKquence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commisnonersof  claims*  the  an- ' 
ditor-gcneral  rejwrts, 

That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  superintending  the  raaktng' 
of  paper  for  h>an-office  certificates*  from  sieptember  29d,  to  Noyember  t2tb»^ 
1778,  260  dollars: 

That  (here  is  due  to  John  Bates,  for  three' fire-hoods  for  the  treasviy  and 

commissioners' office,  62  dollars: 
That  there  is  due  to  xMichael  Hay,  for  riding  express  to  Morris-town  jo 

March,  1777,  20  dollars  : 

Orderedy  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Mr.  Duane,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  attended,  and  produced  the  ere- 
.  dentials  of  the  delegates  of  tiiat  state,  which  were  read  as  foUo>^s  : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW-YOHK, 

'*  In  Assembly f  Thursdaxf^  October  15,  1778.  ^ 

"  A  message  from  the  honorable  the  senate^  bj  Mr.  Park»  and  in  the  words  , 
following,  to  wit : 

State  of  New- York.    In  Senate,  October  15,  1778. 

**  Besolved,  That  if  tlie  hon.  house  of  assembly  concur  herein,  the  number 
of  delegates  from  this  state  in  general  Congress  be  tive  :  that  three  of  them 
at  least  statedly  attend,  and  tliat  anj  two  of  the  three  attending,  be  autho-  ^ 
rized  to  represent  thin  state. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parks  carry  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
honorable  house  of  assembly. 

•*  A  true  cony  Irom  the  minutes  : 

«  ROBERT  BENSON,  C&rlr. 
BesolveAt  That  this  house  do  concur  with  the  hon.  senate  in  their  resolu- 
tion of  this  day,  on  the  subject  of  electing  delegates  to  the  general  Congress. 

"  Ordered,  'Iliat  Mr.  VHioman  and  Mr.  J.  Clarke  carry  a  copy  of  the  above 
resolution  of  this  house  to  the  honorable  senate. 

**  Fridaij,  nine    clock ,  A,  M.  October  16,  1778. 

'•Ppftnli'ed,  That  tl»e  hon.  James  Duane,  Gouverneur,  Morris,  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, AVilliam  Floyd,  and  Francis  Lewis,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  de- 
clared duly  nominated  and  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in 
the  general  Congress  of  the  United  States  ot  America. 

**  By  order  of  the  house  :  j 

"  WALTER  LIVINGSTON,  Speaker.  ' 

"A  similar  resolution  from  the  senate  was  read.  .  * 

•*  Signed  by  order  of  the  senate  : 

*«  PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT,  President:' 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  colonel  MelchiuCi 
barrack-master,  brought  in  a  report^  which  being  read: 
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Ordered,  That  the  first  part  be  re-committed. 

The  previous  question  being  moved  on  the  second,  was  carried  in  the  af" 
fin/iali\  e,  that  the  question  thereon  be  not  now  put. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  of  the  14th  from  gen.  Wash- 
ington, and  the  copy  of  sir  Henry  Clinton's  letter  of  the  10th,  relative  to 
an  exchange  of  the  conveation  troops,  being  read : 

JResolvea,  That  ^en.  Washington  be  empowered  and  directed  to  appoint 
commissioners,  and  fix  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  to  confer  with  ' 
the  Gommtasioners  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  sir  Henrj  Clinton,  or 
otl)er  the  comnmnder  in  chief  of  the  British  forces  in  America,  on  behalf  pf 
his  Britannic  majesty,  on  the  exchange  proposed  by  sir  Henry  Clinton  in  his 
letter  to  gen.  Washington  of  the  10th  instant,  of  the  oHicers  in  the  service  of 
these  states,  now  prisoners  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  enemy,  or  out  on 
parole,  for  the  ofticers  and  men  of  the  troops  of  the  convention,  according  to 
tiieir  ranks  and  numbers,  officers  of  equal  rank  to  be  first  exchanged  ;  alter 
which,  it  it  bhall  be  necessary,  au  equivalent  of  mferior  for  superior  officers* 
and,  if  agreeable  to  aiieli  equivalent,  all  the  officm  of  the  army  shall  be  ex* 
changed^  and  a  balance  of  officera  remain  in  their  hands,  then  an  equivalent  of 
privates  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  such  officers,  shall  be  settled  according  to 
the  customary  proportion,  or  such  proportion  as  may  be  agreed  on.  The  com* 
missioners  so  to  be  apfwinted,  by  virtue  hereof,  to  make  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings to  gen.  Washington,  who  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empower- 
ed finally  to  raUfy  the  terms  of  the  said  exdiauge  on  behalf  of  these  United 
tStates. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  call  for  gen.  Burffoync 
and  other  officers  of  the  convention  troops  now  prisoners  to  these  United 
States  on  parole,  whenever  the  interest  of  these  United  States  shall,  in  his 
ojHnion,  render  it  necessary. 

Mr.  M'Kean  laid  before  Congress,  in  writing,  an  information  ofpersonal 
abase  he  last  night  received  from  brindier  7bompson»  on  acconnt  ofhis  con- 
duct in  Congress,  and  of  abusive,  disrespectful*  and  contemptuous  expres- 
sions u  tterec^y  the  said  brigadier  Thompson  against  Congress  Whereupon^ 

Ordered,  Tnat  brifi;adier  Thompson  attend  at  the  bar  of  this  house  to- 
morrow morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  Hnswerthe  charge  brought  against  him 
Ity  the  hon.  Thomiis  M'Kean,  esq.  a  member  of  this  house ;  and  that  the  said 
brig.  gen.  Thompson  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charge  against  him. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  general  Washmgton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letters  from  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOth,  firom  col.  R.  H*  Harrison,  was  read,  expressing  his 
obliffi||kions  to  Congress  for  the  honor  done  him  by  appointing  him  u  member 
ef  tm  board  of  war,  and  informing,  that  the  difticulties  which  operated 
i^nst  his  accepting  a  seat  in  the  board  of  war  still  prevail  in  hie  mind^ 
and  compel  him  again  to  decline  the  appointment 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-office  of  the 
TJiiitc  J  States  be  respectively  directed  to  receive  for  loan-office  certificates, 
Bucli  bills  of  credit  only  as  have  been  or  may  be  emitted  by  Congress;  any" 
resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  tu-niorrow. 

FaiDAY»  JVWmter  £0,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  M.  Smith  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  eoia* 
nittee  for  the  state  of  Virginia^ 

A  letter,  of  &e5th,  from  gen.  Washii^ton  to  major  Washington,  of  col. 
lioylan's  dragoons^  was  laid  before  Coligre8s>  and  read;  Whereupon^ 
YoL*  IlL  17 
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Hesolvedt  That  major  Washington  be  promoted  to  tlie  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  in  the  room  of  Uentenant-colonel  Bird,  of  col.  Baylor's  dragoons, 
resigned ;  and  that  he  proceed  to  Bristol  and  take  the  command  of  col. 

A  letter,  of  tliis  day,  from  H.  Beikiiiaii  Li\ iDL^-t on,  col.  of  tlic  4t1i  batta- 
lion of  New-York  forces,  was  lead,  rcijuestiii;;  leave  to  resign  liiscomuiissioa  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war. 

A  ieLter,  of  ilie  19ih,  from  S.  Deane,  esq.  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  of 
JuIt  22d,  to  hiui,  from  J.Williams,  at  Passy,  near  Paris. 

According  to  order,  brieadier-generat  Thompson  attending,  was  called  in, 
and  the  information  and  charge  exhibited  against  him  being  read,  and  briga- 
dier Thompson  bein^  called  apon  to  answer,  denied  the  charges  Whereupon^ 
be  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew. 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  meet  on  Monday  next,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.toex* 
amine  wifnpHses  respecting  the  char*!;e  a<r«iijst  bn2;adier  Thotnpstjn  : 

That  brigadier -general  Thompson  be  directed  to  attend  at  that  time  with 
fain  witnesses : 

That  the  secretary  issue  a  suinnioiii  to  AVililam  Aiijru^tus  Atlee,  esq.  John 
Evans,  esq.  col.  Joseph  Deane,  capt.  John  Purviaiice,  Mr.  Thomas  Hi  ao lord 
and  Paul  Fooks,  esq.  respectively,  to  attend  this  house  on  Monday  next,  at 
6  o'clock,  P.  M.  to  give  evidence  in  the  case  above-mentioned. 

A  letter,  of  the  rth,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  at 
Williamsbui^h,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  7th,  and  the  last  paragraph  of  the  letter 
of  the  9th,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Accordin;;  to  order,  CongrCvSs  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  consider  farther  the  proposition?  referred  to  them,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.L.  Ia^v  k  |   i  red,  that  the  commit- 
lee  have  had  under  consideration  the  propoRiiioiL->  rt  lerred  to  them,  but  not 
having;  eouie  to  a  conclusion,  dcbire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Jiesulvedf  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  i4 
tbem» 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 
read,  respecting  the  publication  of  the  treaties  of  commerce  and  alliance. 
Adjourned  to  teta  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JSovember  1778. 

Alcitrr,  of  the  14th,  from  coloiul  Unit  ley,  at  Fort-Jenkins,  on  the  north- 
east brancli  of  Susquehanna,  and  one  ot  the  l6th,  frfuii  i^en.  Washington, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  13th,  from  brigadier  Hand,  respecting 
an  attack  on  col.  Alden's  regiment  in  Cherry-Valley ;  also  another  of  the 
16th,  from  gen.  Washington^  enclosing  a  memorial'from  brigadier  du  Portail^ 
on  a  general  system  of  fortification  ror  the  United  States ;  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  last  letter  from  gen.  Washington  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war,  and  that  the  memorial  therein  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

Res  )h'ed,  Tiiat  Mr.  Roberdeaii  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine 
committee  for  the  •^tate  of  Pennsylvania. 

According  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  consider  fartiier  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  and  after  sou»e  time 
the  president  resumed  the cliair,  and  Mr.  F.  T#.  Lee  reported,  tiiat  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  and  have  made  some  progi  ess,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion, 
desire  leave  sit  again: 
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Resolved^  That  oa  Monday  next,  at  one.  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved 
into  a  committee  of  the  wbole«  to  coaftider  farther  the  propositions  referreil 
to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  AWmfter  23, 1778, 

A  memorial  from  brigftdier  William  Thompson  was  read ;  Wliereupouj  a 
laotioii  was  made  as  follows : 

A  memorial  from  brigadier  William  Thompson  having  been  read*  and  it 
appearing  that  the  said  memorial  contains  opprobriotts  language  against,  and 
scandalous  reflections  upon,  the  character  ot  a  member  present  in  Congress, 

Resolved,  tliat  the  said  brigadier  William  Thompson  has,  bv  offering  the 
said  memo  rial,  been  guilty  of  an  insult  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this 
bouse,  and  a  breach  of  privi!c<:;c  : 

On  which  tlie  previous  (jue^lion  was  moved, 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reijuired  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


X.-Hampskire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Jfma'ttt'Sasfg  Ifr.  8.  Aaain% 

Gem, 
I.ove'll, 
Holten, 

Mode'Itbmd,  Ifr.  -BUeiy, 

Co|]iii% 
Omiii«cI»cii^     Mr.  Sherman, 

li^llswortli, 
AVw-rorjb,       Mr.  Lewis, 
Hew^t  >  //,      Mr.  Scudder, 
Petim^ivafua,  Mr.  Uoberdean, 

Clln.ti'an, 


Virginia^ 


Mr.  M*Ke«ai, 
Mr.Finca, 
Camuchael, 

Henry, 
JiSr.  I .  Xj.  X^ce, 

M.  Smitli, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

WiUianu, 
Ifir.  Liiirem, 

Drayton, 

UUtSOIly 


So  if-  pn^sed  iji  the  negative. 

The  iiiLLiu  (question  was  then  put,  and  the  yeas  and  Bays  being  required  by 

Mr.  Paca. 


New-Haiupithiret  Mr.  Whipple, 
MamftUs'Bai/y  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerty, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Ellerj', 
C'olHna, 
Mr.  Sht  rmaTi, 
KUswortb, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr,  Scnddcr, 


ay 


Hhode-hiand, 
Cmnedieutf 
Sew- York, 


ay 


Penmyhama,    Mr.  UoberdeAii, 

Clingan, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
S.' Carolina, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Camuchael, 

Hcnr}', 
Mr.  F.  L.Lce, 

M.  Smitli, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Huiion, 


Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  rrnd  ;  Whereupon,  * 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars  he  advanced  to  lieutenant-col. 
Temple,  of  the  1st  rey;iuient  of  light  dragoons,  to  discharge  the  arrears  of  pay 
fluetu  the  said  regiment,  and  to  re-inlist  such  of  the  men  whose  times  are 
about  expiring : 

That  the  men  so  re-in listed  in  the  said  reeiment,  on  beio^  furnished  witii 
usaal  state  bonntv  by  the  government  of  Virginia,  shall  Ee  considered  as 
A  part  of  the  quota  ol  tuit  state, 

^^eadved.  T  hat  gen.  Washington  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take-sucb 
measures  with  respect  to  the  officers  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  who  are 
subjects  of  mi^or-geo.  Heath's  letter  of  the  2d  inst.  and  of  brigadier  Hamil- 
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ton's,  of  October  Slst,  enclosed  in  gen.  Waehtngton's  letter  of  the  12th  inst 
ae  to  him  shall  oeeBi  proper. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wherpu  pon, 
Ordered,  That  the  sutn  of  98  half  johannes  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  to  col. 
George  Matthews,  of  the  9th  Virginia  regiment ;  he  to  be  accountable  ;  it 
being  moneys  advanced      him  to  the  oncers  of  the  said  regiment,  wheu 
prigoners  with  the  enemj :  . 

^  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  iafojmed  hereof,  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  certify  to  the  treuury  board  the  state nf  the  oiloers'necewits, 
and  deduct  so  mveh  from  the  said  snm  as  may  appear«to  be  doe  to  them* 

Aiccording  to  order,  brigadier  William  Thompson,  and  the  witnesses  Hum« 
moned,  except  Mr.  Atlee,  attending,  were  called  in  and  examined ;  after 

urbich  brieadier  Thompson,  bein^  heard,  withdrew : 

Orderea,  That  the  considemtion  of  tins  matter  .be  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

TUESDAY,  J^^ovember  24,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read^  relative  to  the  in- 
spectorship undei  baiuu  >Steubea  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  S9d,  from  B*  P.  Smith,  Tliomas  Eddison,  and  Gkorge  Bond, 
clerks  in  the  secretary's  office ;  also,  one  of  the  16th,  from  James  Btsirenson* 
Samuel  Dow)ie,  and  Moses  Emerson,  commissioners  of  accounts,  were  read  s 

IMfffd,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  W  hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tne  treasurer  in  favor  oi  lieutenant- 
colonel  Benjamin  Temple,  for  377  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the 
balances  due  on  sundry  purchases,  and  for  making  up  clotfiing  in  pursuance 
of  gen.  Washington's  orders  of  December  SOth,  1777  the  said  Ueuteuaiit- 
•colonel  Temple  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended  and  took 
Usseatin  Gonmss.  • 

Congress  toML  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
UMit ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  settlement  of  rank  in  thetrmjof  the  United  States  has  been 
attended  with  much  difficulty  and  delay,  inasmuch  as  no  general  principles 
have  been  adopted  and  uniformly  pursued  : 

.  Resnhi'd  therefore,  Tliat,  upon  any  dispute  of  rank,  the  following  rulea 
shall  be  hereafter  observed  : 

1.  For  determining  rank  in  the  continental  line,  between  all  colonels  and 
inferior  oihceib  of  diiieieut  states,  between  like  officers  of  lufaiitry,  and 
those  of  hprse  and  artillery,  appointed  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  by 
virtue  of  a  resolution  of  September  16tfa,  1776,  or  by  virtue  of  any  subse- 
quent resolution  prior  to  January  1st,  1777^  all  such  officers  shall  be  deemed 
to  hare  their  commissions  dated  on  the  day  la^  mentioned,  and  their  rela- 
tive rank  with  respect  to  each  other,  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
shall  be  determined  by  their  rank  prior  to  the  16th  day  of  September,  1776  : 
this  rule  shall  not  be  considered  to  effect  the  rank  of  the  fine  within  any 
state  or  witliin  tlie  corps  of  artillery,  horse,  or  among  the  16  atlditional  bat* 
talions,  wliere  the  rank  hath  been  settled  ;  but  shall  be  the  rule  to  determine 
the  relative  rank  within  the  particular  line  of  artillery,  so  far  as  the  rank 
remains  unsettled. 

2.  In  the  second  instance  preference  shall  be  given  to  commissions  in 
the  new  levies  and  flying-camp. 

3.  In  determining  rank  between  continental  officers,  in  other  respects  equa.; 

£ roper  respect  shall  be  had  to  their  commissions  in  the  militia,  where  they 
ftve  served  in  the  continental  army  for  the  space  of  one  montlu 
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4.  All  colooels  and  inferior  olBcers  appokited  to  vacancieB  since  the^^  . 
da/  of  lanuarj  1777*  shall  take  rank  from  the  right  of  succession  to  sftq^- 
vacancies. 

5.  In  all  caaes  where  the  rank  between  two  officers  of  diffisrent  states  is 
ual,  or  between  an  officer  of  state  troops  and  one  of  'cavalrj,  artillery,  or 

the  additional  battalions,  the  precedence  \^  to  be  determined  bv  lot. 

6.  All  officers  who  have  been  prisoners  witli  the  enemv,  being  appointed  hj 
tiieir  state,  and  again  enter  into  tlie  service,  shall  do  it  agreeably  to  the  lol- 
lowing  rule,  that  is  to  say  :  All  of  the  rank  of  captains,  and  under,  shall  en- 
ter into  the  same  regiuient  to  which  thej  formerly  belonged  ;  and  if  tlie 
regiment  is  dissolved  or  otherwise  reduced,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
first  Tscfliicj  in  any  r^ment  of  the  state  in  their  proper  rank,  after  th» 
officers  belonging  to  svch  regiment  have  been  provided. 

7.  The  rales  of  rank  above  laid  down  between  officers  of  diierent  stnes, 
are  to  govern  between  officers  of  the  same  state,  except  in  cases  where  the 
state  have  laid  down  a  different  rule  or  already  settleu  their  rank. 

8.  A  resignation  shall  preclude  any  claim  or  benefit  from  former  rank 
under  anew  appointment. 

Whereas  Irotn  the  alteration  of  the  establishment  and  other  causes,  many 
valuable  officers  have  been  and  may  be  omitted  in  the  new  arraiigement,  as 
being  supernumerary,  who,  from  their  conduct  and  services,  are  entitled  to 
tbehonorable'notice  of  Congress,  and  to  a  suitable  provision  until  they  can 
retem  tocivil  Kfe  with  adv«nta|;e : 

Mmhed.  ihereforet  Thttt  Congress  gntefnll^r  acknowledge  the  &itfaful 
services  of  inch  officers,  and  that  all  supernumerary  officers  be  entitled  to 
sae  year's  pay  of  their  commissions  respectively^  to  be  computed  from  the 
time  such  omcers  had  leave  of  ab«»ence  from  the  commander  in  chief  on  thia 
account.  And  Conj^ress  do  enrnestly  recommend  to  the  several  states  to 
which  such  officers  belong,  to  make  sucli  farther  provision  fur  them  as  their 
respective  circumstances  and  merits  may  entitle  them  to. 

Mesolved,  That  all  officers  who  have  been  in  the  service,  and,  having  been 
prisoners  witli  the  enemy,  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  exchanged  or  othcr- 
wbe  released,^  shall,  if  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  state,  be  entitled, 
in  case  of  vacancy,  to  enter  into  the  service  of  their  respective  state  in  such 
rank  as  th^  would  have  had  if  they  had  never  been  captured ;  pronded. 
alwaysi  that  every  such  officer  do,  within  one  month  after  his  exchange  or 
release,  signify  to  the  authority  of  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  his  releiae 
and  his  desire  to  enter  i^in  into  the  military  service : 

That  every  officer  so  released,  and  giving  notice  as  aforesaid,  shall,  until 
entry  into  actual  service>  be  allowed  half-pay  of  the  commission  to  which  by 
the  loregoing  resolve  he  stands  entitled  ;  provided  always,  that,  in  case  of 
his  receiving  any  civil  office  of  profit,  such  half-pay  shall  thenceforth  ceas«. 

Whereas  it  wdl  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  thai  some  rule  for  promo- 
tion be  established :  therefore, 

Btiohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  nrovide,  that 
ia  all  futore  promotions  officers  rise  regimentally  to  the  rank  oi  saptain,  and 
thence  in  the  line  of  the  stete  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  except  in  cases  where 
a  preference  may  be  given  on  account  of  distinguished  merit* 

J^^Uoed,  .  That  no  breveto  be  for  the  future  granted,  except  to  officers  ia 
the  line  or  in  case  of  very  eminent  services. 

Resolved,  That  a  brigadier,  out  of  brigadiers  of  the  infantry,  be  appointed 
general  Washington  to  command  the  cavalry. 

Hssolved,  That  pay -masters,  not  being  of  the  rank  of  captains,  quarter- 
mastersand  adjutants,  be  entitled  to  receive  20  dollars  per  month  subsistence 
Bioney,  in  lieu  of  rations. 

molved,  That  all  officers  and  persons  employed  on  the  staff* shall  receive 

m 
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for  subsistence  mcmej,  oae-tbird  of  a  dollar  for  eaoh  extra  ration  heretofore 

allowed  them. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Stevens,  of  the  artillerv,  now  holding 
that  rank  by  brevet,  be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  artillery  ;  and  that 
his  coniiiii-,^i()ii  bear  date  from  that  of  liis  brevet  ;  and  that  lie  be  entitled  to 
take  cuaiHiau'l  on  the  first  vacancy  that  may  fall  in  the  artillery. 

Jiesolced,  Tlidi  adjutants,  pay-masters  and  quarter-masters,  taken  from 
iJie  line,  be  agatu  admitted  into  the  rank  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to;  had  they  coutiDaed  tn  the  line :  and  snch  af}|Qtants,  pay-masters*  and 
quarter-masters,  not  taken  from  the  line,  may  be  admissible  into  the  line,  in 
audi  subaltern  ranks  as,  by  a  si;^ned  certificate  from  the  field  officers  of  their 
respective  corps,  they  shall  be  deemed  competent  to. 

Jiesnlvi'd,  That  the  regiment  commanded  by  col.  Moses  Ilazen  be  con-, 
tinued  on  its  original  establisihinpnt  ;  and  that  no  new  appointments  or  pro- 
motions uf  oRkers  be  made  thei  eiii  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  committee  ot  arrangement  traiisutit  to  the  board  of  war 
lists  of  the  officers  of  the  army  ,  arranged  by  them  in  the  several  regiments 
and  corps,  specifying  tbe  time  of  their  respective  appointments  or  promotions 
to  their  present  rank,  to  be  registered  in  the  war  omce ;  and  that  conunissions 
be  issued  to  the  said  offi/cers  accordingly :  and  the  secretary  of  the  board  oC 
war  is  herebr  ordered  to  transmit  copies  of  the  said  arrangement  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army. 

Jlesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  finish  the  arrangement 
of  the  army  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  that  the  committee 
of  arrangement  furni^li  the  ho  inl  with  such  papers  and  documents  as  they 
are  possessed  of  respecting  the  s  ime  ;  and  that  all  di**putes  about  rank  in  the 
army  be  referred  to  the  commander  iu  chief,  to  be  determined  accurding.to 
the  rules  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  forthwith  l|ty  before  Congress  a  list  of  the 
continental  brigadiers  and  battalions,  together  with  the  states  to  which  thejr 
respectively  belong. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

WEDNESDAY,  J>rovember  25,  ITTB. 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Clingan,  and  Mr.  Searle,  three  delegates  for  Penn- 
$;ylvania,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  ot  the  delegates  of  that 
state,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

*'  In  Chneral  Jissemhly  of  Fennsylvania,  Fridt^,  JWvmifter  20,  ITTB*  ' 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  and  read,  the  house  proceeded  by 

ballot  to  the  election  ot  delegates  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  when  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  Daniel  Roberdeau,  William  Clingan, 
Edward  Biddle,  John  Armstrong,  William  Shippen  the  elder,  Samuel  Atlee, 

and  James  Searle,  esqrs. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Clerk  of  the  GeneralJIssemblg:' 

Resolved,  That  Congress  meet  this  afternoon  at  six  o'clock. 

Ordered,lL.\\di  William  Augustus  Atlee  be  sutntnone^l  to  attend  Congress 
at  that  hour,  to  give  evidence  on  the  char^^e  against  bi  igadier  William  Thomp- 
son ;  and  that  brigadier  William  Thoiupson  be  notified  to  attend. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  tVoiu  Chat  les  Frederick  Bedaulx,  and  one  of  tlie  2d, 
from  major-general  Sullivan,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 8th,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed, 
relative  to  count  Holkauski,  and  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  boron 
de  Kalb,  respecting  major  Rogers,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  C.  Hudnev,  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware* 

and*  one  of  October  23d,  from  Thomas  Chittenden,  were  read. 

Mr.  Witlior^^poon,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  attended,  and 
laid  betore  Congress  powers  to  tho  delegates  of  that  state  U)  ratit^  tlie  con- 
federation, which  were  read,  as  follows  :  * 

"  [I^.  S  )  By  111-  c\cclleiicy  Wi!Vmni  Liviii^stcm,  esq.  prkvomor,  cn]»f'un-rr»^neral,  nn^  wimmnni'lcr 
in  chief,  in  huU  over  the  state  of  New-Jersey  and  territories  ihereuiito  bulongiog,  chaocellor  aud 
4Ki&agxf  in  the  same. 

''To  all  to  wbom  Hiese  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  know  ye,  that 
among  the  records  in  the  secretary's  office^  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  ther«. 
is  a  certain  idstrument  of  writing  purporting  to  be  an  act  of  the  council  and 
general  assembly  of  the  said  state,  which  said  act  is  contained  in  the  words 
sod  tenor  here  following,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey 
in  Congress,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  tiie  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  between  the  several  states. 

Whereas,  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between  the  states 
of  New-Htiinpshire,  Massachusetts-Baj.  Khude-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Cunueclicul,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  De!awa.itt, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Nortfa-CaroKna,  Sonth-Candiiia*  and  Georgia,  biguedin 
the  Congress  of  the  said  states,  by  the  hen.  Henr^  Laurens,  esq.  their  pren 
8ident»  have  been  laid  before  the  legislature  of  tliis  state,  to  be  ratified  by 
the  same  if  approved :  and,  whereas,  notwithstonding  the  terms  of  the  said 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  are  considered,  as  in  divers 
respects,  unequal  and  disadvantageous  to  this  state,  and  the  objections  to 
several  of  the  said  articles  lately  stated  and  sent  to  the  general  Congress 
aforesaid,  on  the  part  of  tuh  state,  are  still  viewed  as  just  and  reasonable, 
and  sundry  of  tliem  as  of  tlie  most  essential  moment  to  the  welfare  and  hap- 
piness of  the  good  people  thereof;  vet,  under  the  full  conviction  of  the 
present  necessity  of  acceding  to  the  confederacy  proposed,  and  that  every 
separate  and  detached  state  interest  ou^ht  to  be  postponed  to  tbe  general  ' 
g^od  of  the  union ;  and  moreover,  in  firm  reliance  that  the  candor  and  justice 
sf  the  several  states  will,  in  due  time,  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  in- 
equality which  now  subsists : 

Sect,  1st.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  council  and  general  assentbly  of  this  state, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  tliat  the  hon.-  John 
^Vitherspoon,  Abraham  Clark,  Nathaniel  Scudder.  and  Elias  Ik)udinot,  esqrg. 
delegates,  representing  this  state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  be, and  they  hereby  are  authorized,  empowered,  and 
directed,  on  behalf  of  this  state,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  said  articles  of 
confederaLKHi  and  perpetual  union  between  the  states  aforesaid. 

Sect,  Qd.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the 
said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  so  as  aforesaid  subscribed 
sod  ratified,  shall  thenceforth  become  conclusive  as  to  this  state,  and  obliga- 
tory thereon* 

Council  Chamher,  J>rovemb€r  19, 177S* 

This  bill,  having  been  three  times  read  in  cottncil, 
Restdved,  That  tbe  same  do  pass* 
By  order  of  tbe  house,  W.  LIVINGSTON,  President 

House  of  ^issemU^y  Mvemher  SOift,  1778. 

This.bill,  having  been  three  times  read  in  the  house  of  assembly^ 
JUsoived,  That  the  same  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  house,  CALEB  CAMP,  Speaker  pro  tern. 

All  which,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  I  have  caused  to  be  exemplified, 
la  testimony  Vrhereofj  the  great  seal  of  the  said  state  of  New- Jersey  is  here- 
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untu  atiixed,  at  Trenton,  the  20th  ila  v  ot  ><ovember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  huiuh  cd  and  se\ enty-ei<jht,  aad  ia  the  third  jearuf  the 
iDdepeudtucy  of  tlie  United  States  ul  America. 

WILLIAM  UVIN6ST0N. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 

bOWLES  REBD*  iSTecrstor^." 

Cmgress  was  ressWed  Jsto  &  cMmittee  of  the  whole,  and  aflter  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr*  F.  L«  Lee  reported,  thai  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  faiiher  ctmsideratioD,  the  propositions  to  them 
referred,  and  made  some  farther  progress,  bat  not  havii^  jet  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, desire  leave  to  sit  again  t 

Ilpsolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  l>c  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them.  < 

Six  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  admiral  Gambier,  was  lead,  relative  to  au  oflicer 
of  tixe  kina;  his  master^s  ship,  wrecked,  as  iie  says,  in  carrying  a  i\d^ : 

Ordeni  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  oi  October 
SOth,  from  commissary  Beattj. 

Mr.  Frost,  a  delate  from  New-Hampshire,  attended,  and  produced  a 
resolntion  oi  the  general  assemUj  of  that  state  as  follows : 

"STATE  OF  NRW  H AMPSHIIiH  : 

Jn  the  House  of  Jiepretientatives,  October  31 ,  1778. 

"  Voted  and  re«?oh  ed,  that  any  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  state  to  the 
honorable  Continental  Congress  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  represent  this  state  in  said  Congress,  at  all  times,  in  the  absence  of 
the  other  delegates  from  this  state,  until  the  articles  of  confederation  ol  the 
United  States  shall  be  ratified  by  all  the  states. 
*^  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

^  JOHN  LANODON.  Speaker. 

^Im  CouKCXL,  the  same  day,  read  and  concurred, 

««E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
«*  A  tme  copy,  examined  by  E.  THOMSON,  SeereUtry.^ 

The  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  being  en- 
gaged on  the  bench  in  a  trial  in  a  capital  case,  could  not  attend  agreeable 
to  the  summons :  Whereupon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JS^>vemher  26,  1778. 

In  pursuance  of  the  powers  to  them  granted,  the  delegates  of  New-Jersejr 
signed  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  nnder  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to.them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. ' 

Besohed,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them«. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  jyovember  27,  1773. 

A  memorial  from  Abraham  Whipple,  and  otliers,  commanders  in  the  con- 
tinental navy;  also  a  memorial  from  sundry  oiiicers  of  marines,  and  a  copy 
of  a  memorial  from  27  officers  in  the  navy,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
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A  letter  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  esq.  was  read,  resi»ecting  the  late  lient. 
Btron's  family :  ' 
Mered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  letter,  of  the  2l8t,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  ]Mpers  enclosed; 

also  one  of  the  26th,  from  baron  Steuben,  were  read  : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jersej^,  and  O&e  of  the 
20th,  from  col.  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  col.  Hartley's  letter  be  sent  to  gen,  Washington; 

A  petition  of  capU  John  Lightboum,  was  read,  setting  forth  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  inhabitants  of  Bermada»  and  praying  for  liberty  to  cany  thither 
bread,  flour,  and  Indian  com : 

Rui^ved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Washiogton,  was  read,  with  a  paper  en- 
closed, respecting  a  regiment  raised  under  the  command  of  colonel  Bedel : 
Whereupon, 

Fesnlved,  That  the  regiment  under  col.  Bedel,  be  disbanded. 

A  memorial  from  Eleazer  Wheelock,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  and  memoriiil  from  Thomas  Galbreath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  tliey  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  respecting  col.  Seth  War- 
BU^s  regiment,  report. 

That  tt.appears  by  a  resolution  of  December  Slst,  1776,  that  officers  were 
ti  receive  pay  on  the  new  establishment  from  the  time  of  their  being  appoint- 
ed by  the  states ;  and  by  a  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  which  they  have 
ceived  from  Mr.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  and  which  accompanies  this 
report,  it  appears  that  officers  were  paid  accordingly ;  the  committee  there- 
fore are  of  opinion,  that  officers  appointed  by  Congress  to  raise  regiments,  to 
serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  previous  to  the  7th  day  of  October, 
1776,  ought  to  receive  additional  pay  from  that  time,  and  that  the  motion  to 
tiieiu  referred  is  proper,  bein^ab  follows: 

Whereas  it  is  represented  mat  the  officers  of  cot.  Seth  Wamer^s  regiment, 
iiho  engaged  in  the  sernce  for  three  years  or  durinc  the  war,  previous  to 
Ihe7th  day  of  October,  1776,  have  not  been  allowed  die  additional  pay  made 
to  the  wages  of  officers  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  that  date,  for  the 
time  between  that  day  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1777,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  northern  department  being  then  in  doubt  whether  they  were 
entitled  to  it  by  the  said  resolution: 

/?pso/ivff,  That  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
tlie  northern  department,  that  the  said  officers,  or  others  in  like  circum- 
stance?;,  have  not  received  the  said  additional  pay,  he  order  the  same  to  be  paid. 

liesolvedi  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

Besolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  / 
of  Blr.Penet :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr  Searle. 

According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
sad  after  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  propositions 
referred  to  them,  and  have  made  f^ome  further  progress*  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Resolved,  1  hat  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mmemher  S8,  1778. 

A  letter*  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  was  cesd : 
Vol.  III.  18 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tlute :  the  membencho- 
feDf  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr,  Ellerj  aod  Mr.  .Drajton, 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the*  state  of 
Pennsvivania,  on  a  tibel  **'11iomas  Haustont  versus  oioop  Active/^  was 
lodsed  with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  memoria!  from  lieutciiiuit  Hole  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  \\  as  referred  the  letter  of  the  15th,  from  admiral 
Gainbier,  rebpectin^  an  olhcer,  commander  of  tlie  llotliain,  &c.  reprirtiM!  the 
draught  of  a  letter  in  answer  thereto,  which  was  taken  into  coiisideraiioa 
and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

**SiR,  Your  Utter  of  the  15th  inst.  respecting  the  officers  and  crew  of  tlie 
Hotham  sloop  has  been  laid  before  Congress,  and  I  am  instructed  to  inform 
jm,  that  as  the  manifestoes  on  board  that  vessel  were  of  a  seditious  natvre» 
and  intended  to  open  an  unwarrantable  correspondence,  their  beinr  covered 
bj  a  flag  of  truce  is  bj  no  means  an  extenuation  of  the  offence:  that  as  no 
respect  is  due  by  the  law  of  nations  to  a  flag  of  truce  when  employed  in 
illicit  practices;  so,  when  detected,  all  the  riglits  of  a  fla^^  arc  forfeited; 
nor  does  t!ie  accidental  wreck  of  the  vessel  in  question  make  anv  distinc- 
tion in  faviu  of  those  who  navigated  her:  that  tlie  resolution  of  i  oiigress, 
authorizing  ilie  siizureof  the  flag,  being  siibsetjueut  to  the  fact  complained 
of  in  that  resolution,  requires  no  justification  ;  the  fact  must  necessarily 
precede  the  complaint,  and  the  measures  fur  preventing  the  consequences 
of  the  fact:  that  addressing  tlie  manifesto  in  the  first  instance  to  Congress 
does  not  prove  that  it  was  not  seditions,  since  it  was  at  the  same  time  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  assemblies  of  the  United  States,  to  the  clergy,  to  tfie 
officers  of  the  American  army,  and  to  the  people  at  large;  which  incontes- 
tibly  shews  it  to  be  seditious  and  unwarrantable :  that,  notwithstanding  the 
implied  threat,  that  had  there  been  greater  danger  in  it  tl^an  there  is,  Con- 
gress would  nevertheless  have  adhei  cd  to  such  measures  as  arc  jitstilied  by 
reason  and  conducive  to  the  general  good. 

I  !iave  the  honor  tobe, 
Sundry  reports  from  llie  board  of  treasury  were  iuid  before  Congress  ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smifh,  esq.  commissioner  of 
4he  continental  loan-oflice  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  major- 
general  Thomas  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  for  50,000  dollars,  fisr 
the  use  of  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  tobe accountable : 

On  passing  this  order,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Mas9a*«ii»-Iiat/,  Mr.  S.  Ad^uns, 

Geiry, 
LovilJ, 
Holten, 
Mr.  EUe  ry, 
CoUins, 
Ifr.  Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Scudder, 


no 


JihoUc'ItlanU, 
ConnectictU, 


no- 
no 

vo  J 
ay 


I  PetmBjfhmia, 

Maryland, 
Vir^finia, 
K-CvoUna, 

S*'Carotina, 


"hlr.  Roberdeau, 

Scaric,  • 
lfr.€annicfaael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F  L.Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Peiui, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Lsiur«iii>, 

Dntytmi, 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  50,000  dollars,  in 
favor  ot  Isaac  Forster,  esq.  deputy  director-general  in  the  eastern  district, 
for  the  use  oT  his  department  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accouutable: 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Isaac  Forster,  esq. 
deputy  director-general  in  the  eastern  district,  for  2^,000  dollars,  tu  be  ptiid 
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to  James  Davidson,  fortlie  use  ot  the  said  department;  the  said  deputy  di- 
rector-general to  be  accountable : 

That  a.  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
conHnenUl  loui-office  in  the  state  of  JVfassacliitsetts-Bay,  for  300  dollars, . 
in  favor  of  David  Mosely,  it  being  advanced  him  on  account  of  copper-plate 
printing;  for  which  he- is  to  be  accountable  a 

That  a  warrant  issoe  on  the  treasarer  in  favor  of  captain  Isaiah  Johpston, 
for  5084  dollars,  to  answer  two  sets  of  exchange,  No.  36,  for  500  dollars,  and 
No.  3r,  for  4584  dollars,  drawn  by  the  late  William  Kennon,  deceased,  in 
favor  of  David  Flower,  dated  Aplil  14th,  \777 ;  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
5084  dollars  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said  William  Kennon,  de- 
ceased : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Dayton,  esq, 
for  10,000  dollars,  in  discbarge  of  a  bill  tli  avvii  by  William  i'aUrey,  <isq.  pay- 
jnaster  general,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of  the  said  Jonathan  Dayton,  dated 
October  18th,  1778,  expressed  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  the  said  pay -master  general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Bailey,  for  1000 
dollars,  in  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  dated  Charles- 
ton, South-Carolina,  August  34th,  1778,  in  tavor  of  capt.  Ravvleigh  Down- 
man,  and  endorsed  bv  liim  for  that  sum,  it  being  agreeable  to  a  letter  of  ad- 
vice, of  the  same  date,  from  iiuijttr-gf'n.  R.  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  coL  John  Cox.  assistant 
quarter-nmsler  general,  for  3,500,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  department 
of  major-gen.  Green,  quarler-mastcr  general,  who  is  to  be  iiccomuabie  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  finvor  of  major-^eu.  Lee,  for  1000 
dollars  advanced  him :  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  capt.  Richard  Call,  for 
900  dollars^  for  the  use  of  col.  Benjamin  Temple,  to  enable  him  to  pay  snn- 
(iry  balances  due  from  the  1st  battalion  of  light  dragoons,  in  consequence  of 
the  orders  of  gen.  Washington,  of  the  30th  of  December  last ;  the  said  colonel 
Temple  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissarv general  of 
military" stores,  100,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable. 

Jiesolved,  That  so  mucli  of  the  report  as  relates  to  a  warrant  on  Thomas 
Smith,  in  favor  of  J.  Cox,  and  an  advance  to  Isaac  Melchior,  be  postponed. 

Sesolved,  That  the  several  managers  of  the  United  States  lottery  be  al- 
lownl,  for  their  services  whilst  acting  in  that  department,  four  dollars  a  day, 
previous  to  the  5th  of  February  last;  five  dollars  a  day  from  that  to  the  pre* 
sent  time  ;  and  that  their  allowance  for  future  services  be  determined  at  tl^ 
close  of  the  drawing  of  the  second  class. 

The  committee  vn  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  part  of  the  memo- 
lial  of  Robert  Vauncey,  cornet,  of  the  first  rej^iiuent  of  light  dragoons,  relat- 
ing to  376  dollars,  lost  on  the  sudden  retreat  ofthe  troops  from  Bound-Brook, 
tlie  loth  of  April,  and  which  was  part  ol  a  -mn  j>ut  into  his  hands  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  such  regiment,  brought  in  a  reiiorl ;  Whereupon, 

aesolved.  That  ^he  said  sum  of 376  dollars  be  allowed  to  Robert  Vauncey, 
01^  the  settlement  of  his  account. 

^  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Qeotfe  Rice,  respects 
log  a  sum  of  public  money  lost  at  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  report,  that  thej 
have  taken  the  same  into  consideradon,  and,  havin){  examined  witnesses^ 
thev  find  that  the  material  facts  therein  set  forth  are  triie»  and  therefore  are 

ot  opinion, 

liiat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  tlie  said  captain  GeOl||^ 
liice,  fur  565  dollars,  iu  full  for  hid  lo&s  aiuic^aid  : 
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JResnlvpd,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  ofclaims»  the  .au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  there  is  clue  to  the  iul lowing  persons,  for  superintending  the  monejr- 
press^&c.  as  follows : 

To  John  Biddle,  from  July  30th  to  Niwember  Sth,  1778,  594  dollars ;  to 
Isaac  SnowdcDy  for  the  same  time,  594  dollars ;  to  Peter  Thomson,  for  the 
tame  time,  994  ddlars;  to  Nathaniel  Falconer,  from  September  Hth  to  No- 
vm^ber  5th,  1778,  518  dollars;  to  Isaac  Howell,  from Octolx-r  13th  to  No- 
▼ember  5th,  1778,  144  dollars  ;  to  Isaac  Harrison  Freenock  &  Co.  for  tirodrjr 
articles  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  printers,  &c.  204  30-90  dollars,  making, 
in  the  whole,  £,448  $0*90  dollars,  for  which  a  warrant  should  issue  in  £avor 
oi  Juliri  Biddle: 

Ordered,  That  tin  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ametnuridl  from  the  magistrates  and  the  overseers  of  tlie  poor  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  was  read,  prat  ing  for  a  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  houso 
of  emplojmenti  occupied  for  a  continental  hospital : 

Meredf  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  from  Joseph  Marcb»  of  New-Hampshire,  with  a  printed  paper 
enclosed,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  major-genera!  Heath's  letter,  of  July 
8th,  with  sundry  papers  i  L'lative  to  ensi^ti  Brown,  brmjjrht  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  Tbtit  the  consideration  thei  t-of  be  postponeti  to  Tuesday  next. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Jonathan  V.  Morns,  lieutenant  in  col/Proctor''a 
re^ment,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  comniisision  : 

ISesolved,  That  he  have  leave,  and  that  his  resignation  he  accepted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday 

MONDAY,  JVbt»m*sr  ao,  1778. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Congress  meet  on  Wednesday  evening,  at  six 
oVlock,  to  consider  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  martial  on  the  trials  of  ma- 
jor-general Lee,  major-g;enerr\l  Schuyler,  and  mijor-f;^eneral  Rt.  Clair. 

A  letter,  of  the  33d,  from  f^cii.  Washin'^ton,  was  rrad,  enclosing  a  letter 
and  metnori;il  Iroiii  major  VVhitcombe,  together  with  sundrj  other  papers  re- 
lative to  the  attack  on  Cherry-Valley: 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  memorial  and  letter  from  major  Whitcombe  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  affidavits,  relatlTe  to  the  convention  troops,  were  laid  before  Congress  s 

Ordered,  That  thej  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  Mr.  G*  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  the  24tb,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  desiring  an  advance 
of  50,000  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  bn^.rd  of  trensurv. 

The  board  (tf  w  ar,  to  wlioin  was  referred  the  letter  from  tt.  liownmanand 
G.  Hancock,  brouixht  in  a  nport :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hMter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  report  from  tlie  board  of  war  ^as  read,  respecting  the  quartering  officer^ 
of  the  convention  troops: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  board  be  eropowored 
and  directed  to  give  such  orders  in  the  premises  as  thej  in  their  judg- 
ment shall  think  most  for  the  public  interest  and  safety. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  tne  secretary  of  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  en- 
closing a  list  of  the  brigadiers  and  the  regiments  composing  the  several  bn* 
gades : 

Onkredf  That  it  be  re-comtoitted. 
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A  tetter,  of  October  20th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter of  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  from  ^en.  Washington,  and  a  letter  of 
October  8th,  from  Samiie!  Nicholas,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  making  pro- 
idsion  for  the  clothing  of  the  olticers: 

Ordei^ed,  That  the  letters  enclosed  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
clothier's  department.  • 

JResolvedt  That  Mr.  Searle  be  added  to  the  said  c<mmuttM. 

The  boArd  of  war  having  trannnitted  to  Congresa  a  copy  of  the  agreetneat 
eiitmd  into  with  Ihembj  Geor^  Rice,  for  a  tract  of  land»  and  erecting  bar- 
tad^s  for  the  oonventioii  troops  in  Virginia^  together  with  a  plan  of  the  aaid 
hirracka: 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  agreement  and  plan  be  lodged  with  the  board 

of  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  of  October  £6th»from  major- 
general  Sullivan,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  wliere  forage  is  wanted  for  the  troops,  and 
cannot  be  purcliased  by  the  commissaries  at  reasonable  rates,  application  be 
made  to  the  executive  and  legislative  authority  of  the  state  wherein  the  fo- 
lage  18  required,  or  to  tone  person  or  persons  properly  authorized  bv  them 
for  that  purpose,  for  their  interpoaition  and  aaaistance  m  procuring  the  ne- 
cessary supplies: 

That  it  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  states,  wherein  the 
army  or  any  detachment  or  part  thereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  to  take 
such  measures,  in  aid  of  the  forao^e-masters,  who  shall  first  me  every  endea- 
vor to  purchase  the  same,  for  the  procuring  sufficient  quantities  of  forage,  at 
reasonable  rates,  as  shall,  in  their  opinion,  be  efiectual«  and  most  likely  to 
procure  a  speedy  supply. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  on  a  letter  of  October  SOth, 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  on  the  subject  of  clothing  in  the  store  at  Fort- 
Schuyler,  directed  to  be  sold  to  the  friendly  nations  of  uidians  in  the  vicinity 
thereof:  Whereupon* 

Betolved,  That  the  clothing  now  in  store  at  Fort-Schuyler,  purchased  for  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  b«  either  sold  for  such  reasonable  prices  as  shall  be 
deemed  satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  or  distributed  gratis  among  such  of  them 
as  are  and  have  been  faithful  and  steady  in  their  attachment  to  these  states, 
in  such  proportion  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  thought  proper  by  the 
commissioners  of  Indiari  utfairs  in  the  northern  department : 

That  the  commissioners  be  directed  to  inform  the  Oneidas,  our  friends  and 
allies,  tliat  Congress,  ever  miudtui  ol  their  necessities,  have  ordered  iiom 
France,  a  considerable  time  ago,  and  are  in  expectation  of  the  speedy  ar- 
rival o^  a  laige  assortment  orliidlan  goods,  suitable  ibr»  and  adequate  to 
the  supply  of  their  wattt0 ;  and  that  due  notice  will  be  given  of  tlie  arrival  of 
these  goods,  and  proper  places  appointed  for  the  disposal  of  them  on  reason- 
able terms  to  our  brethren  of  the  friendly  nations : 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  expected  that  they  will  continue  to  bear 
with  us  with  their  accustomed  fortitude  and  patience,  the  evils  of  this  un- 
just war  ou  the  part  of  Britain,  as  they  will  enjoy  with  us  all  the  benefits  of 
that  peace  and  security  which  will  speedily  be  the  result  of  our  virtuous  and 
successful  end ea vol's. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  sundry  letters  and  papers  from  briga- 
dier M'lntosh,  was  read : 
Ordtrtd,  That  the  same  be  re-oommitted. 

A  tetter,  of  October  7th,  from  col.  G*  Morgan^  was  read,  relative  to  da- 
maged provisions  in  the  magazine  at  Fbrt-Pitt: 
Ordered*  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  jjNrestdesit  resumed  the  chair*  and  Mr.  F.  L»  Lee  reported,  that  the  com* 
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mittee  have  had  uiidci  cuusideratiou  the  piopoaitiuns  referred  to  theoi,  but 
not  having  come  to  a  conduiiop^  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

BisolvSlt  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  tbe  propositions  referred  to  them* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  1,  1778. 

!Mr.  ScucUler,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  produced  a  letter  dated  No- 
vciiibpr  6th,  directed  to  him  from  John  Hart,  chairman  of  a  meeting  of  the 
couiicii  antl  j^encral  iisscnibl y  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  held  for  the  elec- 
tion oC  dele^^iites,  iiilonnifig  him,  that  he  the  said  Nathaniel  Hcudder, together 
with  the  lion.  Dr.  John  W i the rspoon,  John  Fell, John  NeiUou,  and  Frederick 
Frelinghuysen,  csqrs.  were  on  that  day  elected  delegates  to  represent  that 
state  in  Congress* 

A  letter,  of  November  llth,  from  Elisha  Sheldon,  coloneT,  Samuel  Black- 
den,  lieutenant-colonel,  Benjamin  Talmad,  major,  and  Josiah  Stoddard,  cap- 
tain, of  the  second  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  was  read,  representing,  that 

lieutenant  John  Simonct  de  Valcour  has  served  with  reputation  in  trie  9A 
regiment  of  cavalrv  «^i!ice  its  first  establishment ;  that  the  rupture  hetween 
France  and  England  beginning  to  gi*ow  serious  and  interesting,  lieutenant 
Simonet  is  desirous  of  rejoining  the  army  of  his  mo!»t  Christian  majesty,  and 
therefore  requesting  that  Congress  vv<*uk!  promote  lieut.  Simouet  to  a  cap- 
taincy in  the  cavalry,  on  condition  of  hia  leaving  his  present  service,  as  an 
honorary  compensation  of  his  attachment  and  fidelity,  with  a  saving  to  all  his 
present  senior  officers  their  siukeriority  of  rank  and  command :  Wberenpoiiy 

Resolved,  That  lieut.  John  Simonet  de  Valconr  be  promoted  to  the  rank  <if 
Captdin  by  brevet,  on  the  condition  and  with  the  saving  in  the  above  letter* 

A  letter,  of  November  2dth,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  was  read,  en- 
closing the  commission  of  count  Julius  de  MontHu  t,  major  in  brijradier  count 
Puhiski's  corps  ut  liorse  and  toot,  called  the  ie^n^  and  informing  that  he  has 
given  liini  leave  to  (juit  the  legion  : 

Hesolved,  That  the  commission  oi^  cov.nt  Montfurt  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  Noveniber  ;:jih,  from  gov.  Livingston,  respecting  clothing  for 
the  New-Jersey  troops,  and  one  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  from  G.  Mor- 

Sn,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  respecting  lands  purchased  of  the  Indians  on 
e  west  side  of  the  Ohio,  were  read : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  November  28th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  reads 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to 
pay  an  immediate  rthI  particular  attention  to  the  matter  referred  to  in  the 
letter,  that  the  same  may  be  carried  intoefte.ct  without  delay. 

A  letter,  of  November  29th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  sent  to  geo,  Washington^  and 
tiiat  lie  be  desired  to  express  his  sentiments  thereon. 
A  fetter,  of  November  S8tb,  from  col.  G.  Morgan,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war  of  tbe  14th 
of  August  last,  wherein  the  board  sets  torth. 

That  col.  Geoige  Morgan,  purchasing  commissary  for  the  western  depart- 
ment, has  represented  to  the  board  the  necessity  of  preparing  immediately 
for  the  laying  up  such  magazines  of  provisions  as  shall  bo  sufficient  for  the 
troops  maintained  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers  :  that  for  the 
supply  of  ISUO  men  for  ten  months,  617,500  lb.  of  flour,  a  like  quantity  of 
fresh  beef,  or  494,000  lb.  (d'  pork,  will  be  necessary  :  the  cost  of  which,  with 
1500  gaiions  of  whiskey,  will  amount  to  204,000  dollars :  that  on  account  of 
the  hostile  Indians  to  the  westward,  and  the  northern  tribes,  particularly 
the  Senecas,  the  number  of  men  above  stated  will  be  necessary,  including 
150  for  garrisoning  Fort  Randolph ;  Whereupon, 
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]ie>(Avexl,  That  col.  Geoi  sre  ^lurgan,  coiuiijissiu  v  of  prin  i>.ii)M>>  iur  tlie 
welter li  disiiici,  be  luuiialied  witli  204,000  dollar^*,  to  euable  iiim  to  forn^ 
ma^az-ines  of  provisions  for  tite  use  of  that  department  the  year  ensuing. 

A  letter,  orNoveiaber  SOth«  froin  S.  Oeane»  esq.,  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Bmhsedt  That  after  to-morrow  Congress  will  meet  two  hours  at  least  eadi 
eveotng)  beanning  at  six  o'clock,  Satur(]uy  evenine  excepted,  until  the  pre- 
sent state  or  oiir  foreign  aftairs  s>aU  be  fully  con  si  acred. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  ol  ilie  whole, and  after  some  timo 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee hcive  had  untler  consideration  the  pro|H>sitions  referred  to  them,  but 
not  having  yet  come  to  a  cunrlusiun,  desire  ictive  to  sit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  al  one  oxlock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  tlie  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

W'BDNESD A Y,  J)eeemh$r  2,  1  rrS. 

A  letter,  of  November  i28th,  from  J.  Bajnton,  pay-master  to  the  troope  on 
Hie  western  frontiers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  October  27th,  and  one  of  November  6th,  from  M.  Weare,  pre- 
sident of  the  council  of  New-Hampshire,  \\ere  read,  the  latter  enclosingthe 
depositions  of  Samuel  Davis  and  Kpht  aiiu  Whitney,  respecting  a  tj nan tity  of 
continental  riujnev  said  to  be  burned;  also  a  memorial  of  John  Ha^irman  - 
and  Maithesv  iloiieubach,  respecting  sums  of  continental  money  said  lo  be 
lost  and  burned,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.'  President  Weare>  with  the  depositions 
eaclosedt  and  the  memorial  of  John  Hagerman  and  Mr«  Hollenbacb«  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  the  board  report  speclallj  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  was  reads 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  26th»  from  gen*  Washington*  respecting  Mr*  John 
Dodge,  was  read : 

Ordered,  Tiiat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  notification  Irum  the  honorable  the  itunister  plenipotentiary  of  France* 
respecting  tlie  autlienticatiou  of  papers,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  July  16th,  from  the  hon.  A.  Lee,  to  the  committee  of  foreign 
affairs^  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

A  memorial  from  baron  Ihulier  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memo* 
rial  of  marquis  de  Britignj  and  baron  Thulier,  and  after  debate* 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  of  the  S3th,  from  count  Pulaski*  be  referred  to 

the  board  of  war. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  rebumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  idiLher  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
ts  them,  but  not  having  conic  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Be$oimdt  That  to-morrow*  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole*  to  consider  farther  the  pro|M>sitions  referred  .to  then* 

Coo||ress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  marine  committee 
respecting  captain  Barry*  and  after*debate* 

Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Congress  took  into  considei  ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  major-general  Heath,  and  the  papers  enclosed  relative  to  ensign  John 
'Brown,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereot  be  postponed^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


144 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  177%. 


Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  and  a  motion  was  made, 

That  the  sentence  of  the  general  coart^murtiai  upon  niajor-|^&effftl  Lee  be 
carried  into  execution  s 
On  a  qneetieii  to  postpone  the  cenaMeration  ef  Aat  WBM^mk, 


The  jeaa  and  najs 

HhihSamp^ine,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Ipr.  S.  Adams^ 
Lovell« 
Holtc^i, 
Mr.  CoUum 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Ellsworth^ 
Mr.  Duane, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scndder, 
Mr.  Ciiii^raii, 
Seine. 


J^enmyhoiua, 


ajfj 

m; 

no 

no 

7719 

no  yno 


Mr.Oraytottt 

Maryland, 


Mr. 


Paca,  cy'l 
Carmichmely   ay  Coy 


FirginiOf 


S.-CaroUnat 


Henry, 

Mr,  Penii* 

Harnett 
Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Draytua, 


ml 

ay}  IP 


no 


1- 


8oH  paaaed  in  the  negatiYe. 

After  farther  debate, 

A4|oaraed  to  ten  o'ctock  to-morrow* 

THURSDAY,  Dtcemher  3,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Novemljer  19th,  from  mi^or-general  Heathy  enclosiog  a  ligt 
"Of  the  conventiun  troops,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  flTth*  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

A  letter,  of  November  flOth,  and  a  memorial  from  brigadier  U  Nenrille} 
were  read : 

A  letter  of  November  £3d,  from  ^neral  Washinston,  enclosing  a  letter 
to  htm  from  J.  Bowdoin,  at  Boston ;  one  of  November  £9th,  from  gOTemor 

Livingston,  of  New-Jersey ;  one  of  November  3d,  from  the  council  of 

Massachusetts-Bay,  and  one  of  November  1 6th,  from  governor  Trumbull^ 
of  Connecticut  ;  all  brought  by  and  respecting  John  Temple;  were  read. 

I'he  board  of  war  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  returns  of  the  brigadiers 
and  regiiTients  composing  the  bri<»ade9  in  the  service  of  the  United  States^ 
seut  in  another  returu,  amended  and  explained. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Conn-ess  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  general  oonrt- 

martial,  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Scnuyler  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial  acquitting  major- 

feneral  Scfkuvlci ,  witli  the  highest  honor,  of  the  diarges  exhibited  ag^iixist 
im,  be,  and  hereby  is,  confirmed. 
Ordered^  That  the  prnceedine^s  of  the  said  court-martial  be  publifhed. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  rebuiution  be  transmitted  to  tiie  commander  in 
chief. 

Ordemdf  That  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  coart- 
martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  8t  Ckir  be  postponed. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  of  the  15thy  from  admiral  Gambler,  with  the 
answer  thereto,  be  published.  * 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to*morrow« 

FRIDAY,  neeember  4, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  frotii  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers,  was  read,  requestina; 
leave  of  abeence  for  a  few  months,  on  account  of  private  business,  which 
i-cquires  his  return  to  France;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  nii^or  Aug*  dea.£piiiien  have  leave  of  abseitce  for  six 

months. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  brigadier  de  la 
Neuville  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  be  given  by  tlie  piesldent  to  Mons.  de  la 
Keuville  in  the  words  following  : 

Mr.  de  la  Neuvtlli  having  served  wUh  fidelity  and  repvtation  in  the  armj 
of  the  United  States,  in  testimony  of  his  merit)  a  brevet  commission  of  bri- 
gadier has  been  granted  to  him  by  Congress,  and,  on  his  request,  he  is  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  service  of  these  states  and  to  return  to  France. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
t!ip  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  tlieir  further  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  and  made  some  progress,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  de- 
sire leave  to  sit  again. 

Mesolvedj  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
eonmittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Henry  P.  Livingston  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain  in  the  corps  of  general  Washington's  guards,  in  the  room  of 
captain  Gibbs,  lately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  and  the  motion  made  there- 
sn :  when  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  determination  tiiereof  was 
put  off  by  the  state  of  Georgia  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAIL  IIDAV,  December  5,  1778. 

Aletter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Connolly,  was  laid  before  Congress : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  captain  Cosmo  Medici,  was  read : 
Orderedt  That  it  be  referrea  to  the  commissioners  of  daims  at  the  board 
of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  November  33d,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  was  read,  to* 
gether  with  a  memorial  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  tlie  Minisinks*  respecting 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  forage  for  the  horses  of  the  legion :. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  \var. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  reads 

Aletter,  ol  the  23d,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  reads 

Ordered,  That  it  be  refernd  to  the  marine  committee. 

Aletter,  of  November  1 3th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, was 
read,  respecting  the  eastern  Indians : 

H^olved,  That  the  |>resident  write  to  the  council  of  Massachnsetts^Bayp 
sad  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  they  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  Indians  in  sending  them  a  pnest. 

Mr.  Pell,  a  delegate  from  New- Jersey,  attended,  and  produced  the  cre- 
deatiais  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read  as  follows: 

<<Nsw-jERSEYy  JVbveiii6er,  1778.   '  * 

The  council  and  assembly  met  at  Trenton,  and  in  joint  meeting  proceed* 

^  to  the  election  of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  Congress,  and 
ty^p  votes  being  taken,  the  hon.  John  Witherspoon,  Nathaniel  Scudder,  Fred- 
erick Frelinjrhausen,  John  Fell  and  John  Neilson,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected  : 
Re<tnlvFd^  therefore,  That  the  said  John  Wjrjierspoon,  Nathaniel  Scudder, 
Frederick  Frelitighdusen,  John  Fell  and  John  Neilson,  esqrs.  or  any  two  or 
more  of  them,  be  empowered  to  represent  and  vote  in  behalf  of  this  state 
Vol.  HI.  19 
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in  theConj^ress  ot  the  United  States  of  North -America,  from  the  first  day 

of  December  next,  until  tfie  first  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  unless  a  new  appointment 
shall  sooner  take  place.  It  i^^  nevertheless  expected  that  three  of  the  dele- 
gates do  coustantly  attend  in  Cungress,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  other 
accident. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  minates  of  the  joint  meeting  i 

BOWES  REED,  SeereUiry** 

A  letter,  of  November  29th,  from  the  marquis  de  lay  Fayette,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  tne  members  cho- 

pfrn»  Mr«  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Murrift  ami  Mr.  Lovell. 
The  president,  at  the  request  of  the  minister  of  France,  laid  before  Con« 

greBs  an  address  of  count  d'E^taing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  which 

was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Dravton,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr,  Lovell. 

A  letter,  oi  this  day,  from  lieutenant  Jtilni  Carter,  was  reail,  informing, 
that  he  considers  otherofficers  much  injured  by  his  singular  proiuori  ifi,  and 
that  under  those  circumstances  he  imagines  that  he  cannot  continue  m  the 
serrice  consistent  with  the  principles  of  honor,  and  therefore  desiring  leave 
to  resign  his  commission : 

UaSmdfTh»i  ho  have  leave  to  resign,  and  that  his  resignation  be  accepted 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  November  11th,  ttook 
gl^D.  Washington,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  S.  Deane,  esq.  wr^s  read  : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  evening  be  assigned  for  hearing  Mr.  Deane^  and 
that  he  be  notified  to  attend. 

A  letter,  of  August  21st,  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  at  Passy,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gov,  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey,  was  read,  cov- 
ering a  letter  from  the  Ddtch  Synod  of  NewYork  and  New-Jersey  to  the 
Clas^is  of  Amsterdam,  which  the  said  Synod  denre  leave  to  forward : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  the  Synod  of  New*Yorfc  and  New-Jersey 
be  forwarded  by  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 

*  Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  regimental 
SUrj^eons  and  assistants,  broTi2:ht  in  a  report,  wliich  wa<^  read  ,  ami  after  debate., 

Ovderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee,  \vlm  are  directed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  hospital  as  well  as  regimental -sur- 
geons^ and  report  thereon. 

A  reuuit  from  the  board  of  war  was  read;  Whereupon, 

JKmoivciI,  That  the  |ilan  for  raising  the  corps  to*be  called  the  German  vol- 
unteers, be  for  the  nresent  laid  aside : 

That  captains  Fuhrer  and  Kleinsmitbe  informed,  that  it  is  inexfMdient  to 
employ  them  at  this  time,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  Congress,  expressed 
in  their  former  resolution  on  this  subject :  that  they  settle  their  accounts 
with  the  auditors  at  Pliil.idelphlf},  antl  be  allowed  a  monfli'^  pay  and  siihsist- 
y'  ence  each  bevorifl  what  is  now  duo  to  tlu'in,  in  consideration  ot  anv  extra- 
ordinary expense  they  may  have  incurred  in  equipping  themselves  as  intend- 
ed officers  of  ti  e  corps  of  German  volunteers. 

The  board  of  war  being  applied  to  by  captain  Medici,  of  the  North-Caro- 
lina dragoons,  for  directions  for  his  future  government,  beg  leave  to  state  tlie 
case  of  the  said  troops ; 

Thaty  from  an  impracticability  to  provide  for  them,  they  have  been  hitherto 
iinemplo/ed  in  the  neld,  except  about  40,  who  were  lately  completelv  lltted 
and  sent  to  brigadier  M*lntosh  under  capt.  Ashe,  in  expectation  that  the 
men  wliose  times  of  service  were  near  expiring,  would  a^ree  to  stay  twi» 
montliS  beyond  their  time ;  but  on  or  soon  after  their  arnval  at  Fort-Pitt, 
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th^»ir  times  bein^  expired,  all  but  14  quitted  the  service  and  went  Inline  • 
that  capt.  M  eflici  having  been  sent  about  18  months  ago  to  Carolina,  to  pur- 
chase horseSy  sent  on  a  few  in  June  last;  that  being  dirertcd  to  come  to 
}'hii;i(lL'!phia,  and  settle  ids  accounts,  he  is  an  ivf  «l,  and  inloims,  that  by  or- 
der of  col.  Bland  he  recruited  SO  men  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  aad  gave  them  orders  to  meet  him  at  Halifax  the  beginning  of  this 
month:  that  ne  has  eleven  men  at  Philadelphia:  that  tiie  whole  of  the  said 
men  are  iiniMroTkled  with  cbthing  and  accoutrements,  except  some  ma^  have 
been  provided  at  Halifax  by  onierof  capt.  Medici,  and  have  but  few  horses : 

That,  from  their  not  being  annexed  to  any  corps,  they  cannot,  in  tlie  opin- 
ion of  the  board,  be  of  much  utility  to  the  states,  unless  they  can  be  employed 
to  the  southward  under  major-general  T>inroln,  and  then  much  expense  will 
accrue  in  fitting  them  for  tlie  field  :  Whereupon, 

Rennlvedt  That  as  the  United  States  have  no  farther  occasion  for  the 
service  of  the  troops  of  light-dragoons  raised  by,  and  when  taken  in  conti- 
nental pay,  in  the  particular  bervice  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  the  said 
troops  be^paid  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  and  that  after  that  day,  they  be 
no  longer  considered  in  the  pa  v  of  the  continent  %  and  that  they  be  retarned 
to  the  government  of  the  said  state>  to  be  retained  in  the  pay  thereof  or 
discharged  as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

Ordm^f  That  the  board  of  war  settle  and  pay  the  accounts  of  the  said 
dras^ons. 

OrdevFd,  That  the  board  of  war  supply  the  said  troops  with  such  clothing 
as  may  be  due  to  them. 

Congress  wa<^  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  timej 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  but, 
not  having;  come  to  a  condnsion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Betmlved^  That  on  Monday,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved,  in  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  then. 

Hie  «letermination  of  the  motion,  which  was  yesterday  postpQned  by  a 
state,  was  called  for,  and,  on  the  question,  *  . 

The  yeas  and  nays.being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


ISew-Bampah^Ut.  Whipple^  no") 

^aua^tettt-Bay^lAr,  S.  Adams^  n«  J 

l/oveli,  no^ito 

i        ,  HoltcD,  ayS 

Hhode-hlandy     Mr.  Collins,  t^yf^y 

'   (^^onntcliciUt       Mr.  Sherman,  ay  7 

ISHswwdi,  0^5^ 

>  JVh»sAiwey,      Mr.  Sciidtki^  ay  I  ^ 

Fell,  excu-teff) 

^'cunaylvrntia,    Mr.  Scuiie,  ay  )-ay 


Maryland,        Mr.  Carmidiae]^ 

Henry, 

Firginia,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
NM-XJaroUnof  Mr.  Penn, 

Hai-nett, 

Williams, 

SbtiA-Caniuuk  Mr.  Laurent, 

Drayton, 

Gw^iot  Mr.  Langwcnthy,  w^m 


So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  sentence  of  the  genetal  court-martial  Upon 

ttiajor-jieneral        be  carried  into  execution. 

(hdn-edy  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  proceedings  of  the  ^^n^- 
lal  court-martial  on  tl)e  trials  of  major-general  bchuyier  and  m^^or-general 
Lee,  be  published.  , 

A  letter  from  J.  Reed,  presitient  of  Penns^vlvania,  was  read  : 

(Mered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  take 
^er  on  such  part  thereof  as  relates  to  the  guards  of  the  eenventieii  troops, 
and  report  on  the  remainder. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Ihcpmyr  7,  ITZB. 

Mr.  Jay,  a  delef^ate  for  llie  state  of  New- York,  attended  and  produced  the 
credentiaU  of  his  appointment,  wUuch  were  read,  a^  follows  : 
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**  The  people  of  die  itste  or  Xe^  -York ,  h\  thv  pn  c,  nt  Gnt\  fi'vc  and  independent,  to  ail  to  whom 

these  ptxseiiLs  slutll  ciiiue,  scud  j^rcetiiig  : 

**  Whereas  our  senate  and  assembly  of  our  said  state,  did,  by  their  concur- 
rent resolutions  of  the  21st  day  of  October  last,  declare,  that  a  special  occa- 
sion did  then  exist  in  which  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
mi^ht  be  elected  delegates  to  the  general  CongVes8,and  that  of  the  chancellor 
and  judges,  one  should  be  elected  a  delegate  on  such  special  oceation ;  and 
also  by  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  4th  day  of  this  instant,  montii  of  Novem- 
ber, did  resolve  to  proceed  severally  to  nominate,  in  the  mode  prescribed  in 
and  by  the  dOth  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  of  the  chaacelior  and 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  one  as  a  delegate  to  represent  this  our  state  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  such  special  occasion,  to 
continue  in  office  until  the  1st  dav  of  March  next,  and  did  thereupon  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  nomination,  and  dul  nominate  and  appoint,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  article,  John  Jay,  esq.  our  chief  justice  of  our  supreme 
court  of  judicature,  a  delegate  to  represent  this  our  state  in  the  Congress  ot 
the  UAited  States  of  America  on  the  present  special  occasion :  now,  therefore^ 
know  je,  that  in  pursuance  of  such  nomination  and  appointment,  we  do,  by 
these  presents,  commissionate  the  said  John  Jay,  esq.  a  delegate  to  represent 
this  our  statein  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  present 
special  occasion  ;  and  do  hereby  authorize  him  to  hold  and  exercise  all  the 
powers  and  authorities  to  the  office  or  place  of  dele^:^^^  belonginj;;,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  constitution  and  the  nomination  and  appointment  aforesaid  ;  to 
have  and  to  hold  tlie  ^:iid  office  or  place  of  delegate  upon  the  present  special 
occasion,  unto  the  suiil  John  Jay,  esq.  for  and  during  and  untd  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  and  no  longer.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  these 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  great  seal  of  this  our  state  to  be  here" 
unto  affixed.  Witness,  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  George  Clinton,  esq. 
our  governor  of  our  said  state  of  Imsw- York,  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  all  our  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  oi  the  same,  this  10th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  third  year  of  our  independence,  and  in  the  year  oCour  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight 

Signed,  GEORGE  CLINTON, 

With  the  great  seal  appendant  and  endorsed. 

Passed  the  secretary's  office  by  the  special  comTna[id,in  writing,  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  this  1 5tli  of  November,  1778. 

JOHN  MORIN  SCOTT,  Secretary  of  the  8taU:' 

The  president  informed  CongresSy  that,  on  Saturday  last,  he  received  two 
letters  from  the  hon.  R.  Izard  :  that,  like  the  former,  these  letters  contain 
matters  of  public  and  private  nature ;  but,  as  the  house  have  determined  not 
to  receive  extracts  of  !ettprs,he  submitted  them  entire,  bcinjr  persuaded  that  it 
is  Mr.  Izard's  desire  that  all  public  matters  should  be  communicated  to  them : 
Ordered^  That  the  letters  be  received. 

The  letters  were  accordin«^ly  received  and  read,  viz,,  one  of  July  25ti», 
and  the  other  of  September  12th,  1778,  both  dated  at  Paris,  and  enclosing 
No.  U  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  abbe  Nicoli  to  Mr.  Izand*  dated  July  8ftth» 
1778 ;  No.  £,  Mr.  Izard's  answer,  Paris,  September,  1778 ;  No.  S,  Mr* 
Izard's  letter  to  the  plenipotentiarsesat  the  court  of  France,  Paris,  August 
Sith;  No.  4,  the  plenipotentiaries'  answer,  Ai^ust  25th  and  27th;  No«5, 
copy  of  Mr.  Izard's  letter  to  count  de  Vergennes,  September  2d,  1778. 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  live  :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

A  memorial  trom  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 
read,  desiring  to  know  the  opiuiou  ut  Congress  respecting  his  ofl'ering  a  pre- 
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mifim  to  owners  of  privateers  that  shall  intercept  masts  and  spars  belonging 
to  the  enemy,  coming  from  Haiitax  to  New-York  or  ii.hode-ii>land : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  oi  the  -Ijik  id  July  last,  from  R.  Izard,  at  Paris  ;  one  of  August 
£Oth,  from  John  Boutield,  at  Bordeaux,  and  one  of  August  14th,  from  J. 
Adams,  at  Paris ;  wert  laid  befora  Congress  by  the  committee  of  foreign 
affairs,  anil  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  lieutenant-cohmel  Fleurj,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  November  23d,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read: 

Orderedy  Th'dt  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  of  Frederick  Vernor,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  NoYember  6th,  from  Clinton,  of  New-York;  one  of  the 
4th  instant,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling ;  and  one  of  tlie  5th,  from  R. 
H.  Harrison,  ware  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnish  his  excellency  the  presidentof  the 
state  of  Paansylvania  with-an  abstract  of  the  last  general  return  of  the  array, 
so  far  as  regards  the  troops  of  that  state. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  be  summonefl  to  attend 
ia  Congress  at  half  after  six  oxiock  this  evening,  to  give  testimony  relative 
to  the  charo:;e  acrainst  brigadier  W.  Thompson. 

Ordtred,  That  brigadier  W.  Thouipsun  attend  Congress  on  Monday  the 
21st  instant. 

The  comitlee  on  tks  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
(htUnd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  capt.  Baldesqui, 

Ggr-master  to  brigadier  count  Pulaski's  legion,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  enable 
m  to  discharge  sundry  accounts  due  from  the  said  corps ;  brig^ier  count 

Pulaski  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sherman,  one  of  the 
delegates  of  Connecticuti  for  1000  dollars  f  for  which  tliesaid  state  is  to  be 

accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  die  treasurer  in  lavor  of  Mr.  E.  Lang^iN  ortli  v,  one 
of  the  delegates  of  die  state  of  Georgia,  for  1 JOO  dollars ;  for  uiiidi  ihe  said 
State  is  to  be  accountable : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the  boiird  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
iisae  on  the  treaiurer  m  favor  of  Joshua  Messereaii,  commissary  of  prisoners 
ia  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  4000  doUara,  to  be  charged  t5  Elias 
Boodinot,  esq.  late  commissary-general  of  prisoners*  agreeably  to  his  letter 
ef  the  28th  of  November  last :  ' 

That,  upon  application  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  another  war- 
rant issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fivor  of  the  said  Joshua  Messereau,  for  1697 
4()-90  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  John  Beattv.  esq.  comuussary -general  of  pri- 
soners, agreeably  to  his  letter  of  the  4th  iiihtant. 
^  ^  In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  tlie  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  Fox,  for  his  pay  as  clerk  to  the  board  of  trea« 
ssry,  from  the  18th  of  May  to  the  17th  of  November,  177^  inclusive,.and ' 
for  sundry  expenses  and  contingencies,  756  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  G.  Reinhold,  for  blank  tHHiks  for  the  use  of  Congress^ 
44  45-90  dollars  : 

Ordend,  That  the  s:iul  accounts  be  paid. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey,  on  the  libel  **  Griffin  against  the  sloop  George,''  was  lodged  with  thp 
secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 


Digitized  by  Google 


150 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  im. 


I 


Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Col.  Grarsnn  was  nominated  by  Mr.  G.  Morns  as  one  of  the  commission- 
ers  of  the  board  of  ^^'nr  and  ordnancejin  the  room  of  col.  R.  H.  Uarhson.  who 
has  (iecliiied  \hnf  \>\V\va\ 

According  tciortler,  the  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee  attended,  and  having  »iven 
evidence  respecting  the  charge  against  brigadier  VV.  rhoropsoo,  was  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew. 

Jiesolved,  That  Silas  Deane^  es(|.  report  to  Congress,  in  writings  at  sooii 
as  may  be,  his  agencj  of  their  affairs  in  Europe,  together  with  anj  intelli- 
gence respecting  their  foreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge  proper: 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  if  he  hath  any  thing  to  communicated 
Congress  in  the  interim,  of  immediate  importaDce»  he  shall  be  heard  to-mor* 

row  even  in  2:,  at  siv  o'clock. 

Mr.  Deane,  atteudiog,  was  called  in,  and  the  foregoing  resolutions  read 
to  him. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  UESDA Y,  December  8. 1 779. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  i  thtt  OMiibera  ch#* 

sen,  Mr.  Kllery,  Mr.  Fell,  and  Mr.  SeaHe. 

A  letter,  nf  November  98fh,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Vii  ;^inia»  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  from  col.  Armaiid,  marquis  de  Routrie,  was  read,  eoclosingsun- 
dry  letters  and  testimonials  in  hia  favor  :  *• 

Orderedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Novetnber  I9th,  firom  preiideBt  Weara»  of  N«w-IIaaipahire» 
in  favor  of  John  Temple,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table* 

Raolved^  That  col.  Grayson  be,  and  he  is  appointed  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance^  in  the  raon  of  litntenant-coUnei 

R.  H.  Harrison. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence  being  recommended  by  the  comuiiitee  <m  the  trea- 
sury to  be  a  manager  of  the  United  States'  lottery, 

JResolved,  That  he  be,  and  is  appointed  one  of  the  managers  of  the  United 
States'  lottery. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  sundrj  roersbaiits  of  Philadol- 
phia,  respecting  goods  taken  under  the  anthorlty  of  Congress,  for  the  pnblic 
service,  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  that  city  by  the  enemy,  and 
other  papers  relative  to  the  said  goods,  were  refiMrrod)  brenght  in  a  report, 

vihich  was  read. 

An  account  of  Edwarrl  M'Fedging,  was  read  • 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  elaiins  at  the  treasury. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  liave  i^ad  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to 
them,  bvt  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leanro  in  sit  again. 

Uestdvedt  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congresa  be  resolved  into  n  con* 
nittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  pn^itionsrelemd  In  thnn. 

Aiyottrned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrnw* 

WEDNESDAY,  i>6'cem5er  9,  irrS. 

Congress  bein*;  met,  the  president  took  the  chair,  but  before  atiy  business 
was  entered  00  he  arose,  and  having  assigined  sundry  reasons  why  he  could 
not  continue  longer  to  execute  the  office  of  president,  he  resigned,  and  im- 
mediately quitted  the  chair :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,,  That  to-morrew  be  assigned  for  the  etection  of  a  president* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY,  Jheember  10,  1778. 

According  to  order,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  president* 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  Hon.  John  Jay,es(|.  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  settlement  of  his  arc  mnils, 
be  referred  to  the  auditors  of  accounts,  at  the  treasurj ;  and  tliat  the  remain- 
der be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. . 

A  letter  from  J.  ConnoU j  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  capt*  Jacobus  W^nkoop,  commander  of  the  vessels  oil 
the  lakes,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  troasurj  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  for  50.000  dollars,  hein!;  advanced  on  their  appiicatiua 
to  Congress,  the  24th  ult,  for  which  they  ai  e  to  be  accountalde  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  luvor  of  the  rnariue  committee, 
for  10,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  paj  a  bill  drawn  on  them  by  tiie  hix\y 
board  in  the  eastern  district,  in  favor  of  John  Lanedon,  esq.  dated  Slst  of 
October  last,  ibr  the  above  sum ;  for  which  the  said  committee  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan -office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  1225  dollars,  in  favor  of 
James  Stevenson,  esq.  comfiiissioner  of  accounts  in  the  eastern  district^  be* 
ine  for  his  pay  to  the  4th  of  January  nest ; 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan -office  in  the  state  of  (Connecticut,  for  1738  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Samuel  Downe,  eso.  commissioner  of  uccuuuls  ia  the  eastern  district,  being 
for  his  pay  to  the  4tn  of  January  next : 

That  a  wamnt  Issue  on  the  said  John  Lawrence,  esq.  for  1670  dollars,  in 
favor  of  Moses  EmmersoD,  esq.  commissioner  of  accounts  in  the  eastern  dis* 
trict,  being  his  pay  to  the  4th  of  January  next : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant-col.  Fleury, 
for  108S  dollars,  in  fnl!  of  his  pay  before  he  joined  the  army,  and  of  all  Other 
charges  made  in  the  account  exhibited  by  hitn  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  R.  Sherman,  a  dele-  '  * 
gate  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  166  60-90  dollars >  for  which  the  said 
state  is  to  be  accountable. 

Reixdvedt  That  the  IS  months'  pay  allowed  to  supernumetuiy  officers 
«f  the  armv,  by  the  resolution  of  the  a4th  of  November  last,  be  made  up  in 
the  pay-rolls  of  the  r^mental  pay -masters,  and  drawn  from  tiiem  by  the  said 
officers  respectively. 

In  consequence  of  an  adj^ment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  . 
treasury,  the  auditor -j^eneral  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant  Ephraim  Pennington's  company  of  militia 
raised  at  York-town,  Pennsylvania,  for  guarding  the  public  offices  to  Phila- 
delphia, &c.  their  pay  for  part  of  June,  July,  ami  August,  irrs,  with  subsist- 
ence for  the  officers,  637  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Paul  Fooks,  his  pay  as  interpreter  of  languaoes, 
from  the  M  of  June  to  the  let  of  December, 'l  778,  inclusive,  6oo  dollars'! 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Fuiton,  for  31,250  sheets  of  paper,  for  loan-of- 
fice certificates,  3162  SO-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Peter  Shentz,  for  freight  of  provisions  and  necessa- 
ries from  Monmouth  county,  in  New -Jersey,  to  New-York,  for  the  use  of 
American  prisoners  there,  between. April,  1777,  and  July,  1778,  3S1  33-90 
dollars : 
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Thut  there  is  due  to  capt.  Isaac  Craig,  tur  his  subsistence  when  attending 
the  laboratory  at  Carlisle,  by  order  oi  brigadier  Knox,  from  March  isL  to 
JuW  IStb,  irrS,  408  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  captaiu  Francis  Proctor^  for  subsistence  on  the  same 
command,  from  March  1st,  to  June  14th,  1778,  315  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Town,  for  printing  SOQO  copies  of  an  ad* 
dress  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States*  dated  December  10tb|  1776, 
32  dollars  : 

That  th(»re  is  due  to  Edward  M'Fcdgiiig,  his  pay  as  a  private  in  col.  Ri- 
chardson"»  battalion  of  Maryland  flying-camp,  from  Auji^usi  Zd,  1776,  to 
May  19th,  1777,  a  great  part  of  which  time  be  was  prisoner  with  the  enemy* 
(j4  40-90  dollars ; 

Orderedt  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid* 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Mesalced,  That  major  Nicholas  Rogers,  who  came  from  France  with  Mr. 
du  Coudray,  has  served  as  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  de  Kalb,  and  has 
obtained  honorable  testimonies  of  his  conduct,  but  from  the  situation  of  hiy 
private  affairs,  is  obliged  to  leave  the  army,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel by  brevet,  as  a  reward  for  bis  services. 

Resolved^  Th;it  count  Ivolkauski  have  tlie  rank  of  captain  in  general  Pu- 
laski's legion,  \Mili  ttii-  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  in  which  latter  capacity  he  is 
willing  to  do  duty  iii  the  corps. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Charles  Frederick  Bcdaulx  be  appointed  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  le;;iun  commaoded  by  gen.  Pulaski,  agreeably  to  the  recom* 
aiendation  of  general  count  Pulaski. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  hon. 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  the  minister  of  France, 
that  Congress  highly  approve  his  wise  attention  to  the  depriving  the  common 
enemy  ot  the  naval  stores  they  stand  in  need  of,  by  giving  aprettuum  to  pri- 
vateers for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  his  memorial. 

Resolvfdt  That  such  continental  vessels  of  war  as  shall  captui  e  an  y  of  the 
enemy's  vessels,  laden  with  masts  or  any  other  naval  stores,  bound  1 1  om  any 
part  of  Nova-Scotia  to  Rhode-Island  or  New- York,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
whole  of  the  capture. 

[  Six  o'clock, p.  M. 

There  not  Vit-'mg  a  suft'u  ient  number  of  sintes  to  proceed  to  business. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  lo-moirow. 

FRIDAY,  Ikumher  11,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  November  Srth,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  favor  of 
the  chevalier  de  Soutivieaux ;  another  of  the  same  date,  in  favor  of  Mons. 
des  Inars ;  and  a  third  of  the  same-date,  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Treua* 

son,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  tliev  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resuli-ed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
from  lieut.  col.  Oswald:  the  uietnbers  chosen,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Tlie  board  of  war  reported  a  new  form  of  a  commission  to  officers  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

THE  UNITBD  STATES       AMERICA  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED: 
To 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  valor,  con- 
duct and  fidelity,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be 
in  ue  armj  of  the  United  States ;  you  are  therefore  carefullr 
and  diligentlj  to  discharge  the  duties  of  by  doing  and  performing  all 
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manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging.  And  we  do  strictly  charsre  and  re- 
quire all  officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command  to  be  obedient  to  your 
orders  as  and  juu  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  diree- 

laamt  from  time  to  time,  ag  yen  ahall  receWe  fi?em  this  or  a  fbtare  Congress 
ef  the  United  States,  or  a  committee  of  C«nf;ress  for  that  purpose  appointed, 
«r  a  couMmttee  of  the  etaties,  or  comdander  ra  chief  for  the  time  bebg  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  luperior  officer,  according  io 
the  Voles  and  discipline  of  war*  in  pursnance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  yon. 
This  commission  to  continue  in  force  unti!  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress, the  committee  of  Congress  before  mentioned^  or  a  committee  of  the 
states. 

Dated  at  the  day  of  17         and  in 

the  year  q{  our  independence. 

Witness  President  oi  Congress. 

Entered  in  the  war-office. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  mar,  on  the  memorial  of  colonel  Swoope,  was 
nsd;  Whereupon, 

^«$olvedf  That 'the  memorial  of  col.  Swoope,  relative  io  his  demand  for 
payment  of  moneys  due  for  a  number  of  arms  taken  by  the  enemy  from  the 
men  of  hia  re^ment  at  Fort- Washington,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  and  after  some  time 

the  president  re^iumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  I.iee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee liave  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  prop(»sitions  referred  to 
theoi,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  uf  the  whole,  tocondsider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Reaohedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appmnted  to  report  a  pro|>er  al- 
bwancefbrfhe  hon.gentiemen  who  have  been  or  may  be  elected  presidents 
of  Congress,  to  defray  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  oflBice :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr* Drayton. 

Sundry  reports  from  the  board  of  war  were  laid  on  the  table* 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  suihcient  ninnber  of  states  to  proceed  to  business^ 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Ht^eemfter  IS,  1^78. 

A  letter,  of  November  11th,  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  was  read, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  gov.  Burt^  and  the  governor's  an- 
swer, relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  the  members 

chosen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  September  11th,  from  J.  Adams,  at  Passy,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  trom  Chri.sto[)her  Hele,  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Hele  be  released  from  his  confinement  in  the 
new  gaol,  and  that  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  take  his  parole  in 
the  usual  form,  to  continue  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

A  tetter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read : 

A  netition  and  representation  from  Robert  Uardie ;  a  petition  of  Bliaubetli 
^n^it;  a  petition  ot  Mary  Werta;  and  a  memorial  of  the  ReT«  Adam 
Boyd ;  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  n^emorial  of  Maigaret  York,  and  a  memorial  of  captain  Cad.  JoDeii» 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  ptjtiiiya  ot  Julm  Giillaid  wabfead: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  eoaunlttoe* 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  proper  aHowance  for  the  henonble 
pMttiemen  who  have  been  or  maj  be  elected  presidents  of  Copgrni»  bronght 
ID  a  report^  vhick  was  read* 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorials  of 
marqins  de  firitigDy  and  baron  Thnliers*  was  re^cemmltted,  braeght  in  n 
report : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  the  same  into  consi- 
deration. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  and 
had  come  to  sandrT  resolotionB  thereon,  which  he  was  readj  to  report ; 

Ordered,  That  tne  report  be  now  received. 

The  report  was  accorainglj  received  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next»  tt 
one  o'clock. 
Adjoomed  to  tea  o'clock  on  Monday* 

MONDAY,  December  14,  1778, 

Mr.  W.  Hill  and  Mr.  Burke,  two  delegates  irom  North-Carolina,  attended 
and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  ut  the  4th,  from  count  Pulaski,  and  one  of  November  29th,  iiom 
briiEidier  Vamnm,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission^  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  fo  the  bMrd  of  war.  . 

A  letter,  of  the  6ih»  from  Samnel  Cnrson,  was  read,  praying  for  a  settle- 
raent  of  his  accounts  and  discharge  of  the  debt  due  to  him  by  Uie  United 
Stages. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that  they 
settle  Mr.  Curson's  accounts,  and  report  the  balance  due  thereon. 

A  mcnjorial  from  the  hun.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  enclos- 
ing a  declaration,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  declaration  be  translated  aod  delivered  to  the  marine 
committee,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  paper  of  information,  signed  Sdwwrd  I^eger,  and  dated  December  14th» 
1778,  was  read  J  Whereupon, 

Orderedp  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  his  excel- 
lency the  presideot  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  take  proper  measaree 
for  detecting  and  securing  persons  of  suspicious  characters  in  Phiiadeipbia  t 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  M*Kean,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  of  information  be  referred  to  the  said  comn»ittec# 

A  letter,  of  November  14th,  from  gov,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  H.  Lee,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  No- 
vember 12llk,  fruui  W.  Cabell,  with  sundry  depositions  relative  to  the  pur> 
chase  of  tobacco  by  Mr*  Carter  Braxton  and  Mr.  Uabnel  Penn. 

Residved,  That  a  new  committee  of  commerce  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
five  members : 

That  any  three  of  the  members  be  empowered  to  transact  business  : 
That  the  said  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  clerks  and  book-kee|>* 
ers,  and  that  they  take  charge  of  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  secret  com* 

mittee,  and  the  late  committee  of  commerce  :  and  that  they  be  empowered  to 
call  to  account  the  ^aid  committees,  and  all  other  persons  entrusted  with 
public  moneys  tor  commercial  purposes  ;  and  in  general  to  conduct  the  com- 
mercial affair-  of  the  United  States:  the  meniibers  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mi.  Lewis,  Mi.  Se^rle,  and  Mr.  Fell. 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  H.H.  Lee, and  the  papers  accompaajf* 

it,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

['he  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  \Vhereupon, 
Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Isaac  Mclchior,  barrack- master 
seoeral,  oO,000  dollars,  fur  tiie  use  of  his  department,  and  for  whicli  he  ih  to 
be  accountable : 

Tbat  a  warraoMsm  mi  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
(ommiasary-general  of  purchaseSi  for£»000,000  of  dollars: 

Another  warrant  in  his  favor  on  Thomas  Harwood»esq.coinmisioner  of  the 
coottnental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  800,000 dollars ;  and  an-^ 
other  warant  in  his  favor  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  t}ie  conti- 
nental loan-oflRce  in  the  state  of  Pennsvlvanm,  for  •200,000  dollars ;  all  m  hick 
sums,  amountiugto  ^,400,000  dollars,  are  for  the  use  of  the  said  commiaaa^ 
rj-general's  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Baynlon,  paj-master 
ia  the  western  district,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  and 
ibr  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Rnohed,  That  10,000^100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  treasmy,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  bilb  shally  excepting  the  number^  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  26th  daj  of  September,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the 
following  denominations,  viz. 


45,455  bills  of    8  doUaiseseh,  363,640 

45,455  do.  7  318,185 
45,455   do.       5  '  ^27^5 


45,455  bills  of  60  doUan  each,  2,727,300 

45,455    do.     50  2,272,750 

45,455    do.     40  1,818,200 

45,455    do.     30  1,363,650 
45,455  do.     20  909,100  10,000^100 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  tiie  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Henry  Antis,  and  capt.  Stephen  Chambers,  for 
their  own  and  Mv.  Moft'et's  expenses  from  Northumberland  county,  Penn- 
svlvania,  to  Philadelphia,  and  while  detained  in  this  city,  having  been  sent 
ou  jiublic  service  to  the  board  of  war,  153  30-90  dollars: 

That  tliere  is  due  to  Andrew  Paul,  fur  his  pay  as  corporal  in  capt.  James 
Willing's  companv  at  New-Orleans,  up  to  December  12lh,  1778,  and  for  his 
expenses  from  New-Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  with  despatches  to  Conmss. 
426  73-90  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr,  Lotbinier,  his  pay  and  subsistence  as 
chaplain  to  col.  James  Livingston's  regiment^  from  Movember  llth«  to  De- 
cember lOth,  inclusive,  GO  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Amotion  being  made  fur  clothes  for  th^  battalion  of  Korth-Caroliua forces* 

commanded  by  col.  Hogan  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  report  8|»e- 
cially  ihereon. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jkcembet  15,  ITTB. 

Mr.  Dver  and  Mr.  Root,  two  delegates  from  Conntctlcut,  attended,  and 
prodoced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read  aa 
follows : 

<*9TAT90F  CONNECTICUT. 

Atagefeenl  sHem^  oF  the  governor  Mideomfianj  of  the  rtilecfComieed^ 

ford  hy  fkdjoiiminent,  ou  the  2l8t  ot  Ocu^r,  Anno  Domini,  173^,  • 

Besolved  by  this  assembly^  that  Roger  Sherman,  Titos  Hosmer,  £  lij^ala 
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Dvrr,  Samuel  Huntitis^on,  Oliver  Elhworth,  Andrew  Adains,  and  Jesse 
Root,  e^qrs.  be,  and  thoy  are  hereby  appoititcil  th^legates  to  represent  this 
state  in  the  Cons^ress  ol  the  United  States  ot  America,  for  the  year  ensuing 
the  1st  day  oi  November  next,  not  less  than  two  of  the  said  delegates  to  re- 
present this  state  in  Congress,  and  not  more  than  four  to  attend  at  a  time,  oa 
the  chai^  of  this  state ;  and  the  said  delegates  are  hereby  invested  with  fall 
power  ami  anthbritr  to  deliberate*  counsel  and  resolve  upon  all  matters  that 
shall  come  before  Congress,  a{<;reeable  to  the  articles  of  oonMeration,  or  is 
the  manner  hitherto  used,  until  the  same  shall  be  completely  settled,  and  to 
transmit  authentic  copies  of  their  resolutions,  from  time  to  time,  to  this  as* 
seinbly  :  and  the  delegates  appointed  last  October,  are  hereby  desired  and 
einpow  ei  ed  to  continue  to  represent  this  state  in  Congress,  until  two  or  more 
ot  those  now  elected  shall  arriv6  and  take  their  seats  there. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  GEORGE  W  Y  LL YS,  Secretary:^ 

A  letter, of  November  f^^Oth,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  read,  sig- 
nifying his  acceptance  of  the  otlice  of  comptroller,  provided  his  attendance 
can  be  dispensed  with  till  some  time  in  January: 

Ordered^  llmt  it  be  l  eierredto  theboiiid  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Samuel  Iii<^lis,  and  a  memorial  of  capt.  Sutton,  were 
read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasuiy. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  John  Millar,  was  read,  enclosing  a  draught  of 
major-gen.  R.  Howe,  in  favor  of  Rawleigh  Downman»  for  1000 dollars: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
An  affidavit  of  John  Kennon,  paj-master  to  the  6th  Virginia r^ment«  was 

read,  respecting  money  lost: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  reterrcd  fo  tlie  board  of  treasury. 
A  memorial  of  lieutenant  Callione,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  Henrj,  of  Virginia,  directed  to  the  delegates 
of  that  8tate»  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Orderedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broudit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  for630U  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  advance  4000  dollars 
to  col.  Hartley,  for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  and  iiSOO  dollars  to  capt.  George 
Rice,  building  the  barracks  for  the  convention  troops;  the  said  board 

to  be  accountable. 

On  motion,  Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  hoiu 
Henry  Laurens,  esq.  late  prcaideut,  fui  hia  cuaductm  Uie  chair,  and  in  the 

execution  of  public  basinesa« 

*        Six  o'clock,  P.  M* 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business, 
Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

WEDNESDAY,  December  16. 1778. 

A  memorial  from  tlie  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
was  read,  respecting  the  purchase  of  rice; 

Ordered,  That  it  oe  referred  to  tlie  marine  coiuinittce. 

A  letter,  of  November  £bLii,  from  captain  Stoddard,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Armando  Wis  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Laurens,  was  read,  returning  his  most  grate- 
ful thanks  for  tiie  resolution  of  yesterday  in  his  favor  : 
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Ordered t  That  the  resolution  for  retnrning  thanks  to  the  hon.  H.  Laurens, 
esq.  late  president,  tojjether  with  his  letter  of  this  day,  be  published. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  WiliiaDAS,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  have  leave 
of  absence.  -  i 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  a  proper  allowance  for  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  been  or  may 
be  eleeled  pmidente  of  Congreae*  to  defray  the  expenses  iaeidental  to  the 
office:  Whereopoii, 

Resolved,  That  the  representttires  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Ri^ndolph,  dec^sed, 
the  hon.  Mr.  Middleton,  the  hon.  Mr.  Hancock,  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens, 
formerly  presidents  of  Congress,  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  board  of 
treasury  accounts  of  their  expenditures  m  support  of  their  households  while 
they  respectively  exercised  tlie  office  of  president^  in  order  t9  their  being 
adjusted  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  a  convenient  furnished  dw  elling-housebe  hired,  and  a  table, 
carriage  and  servants  provided,  at  the  public  expense,  fur  the  president  of 
Consress  for  the  time  being : 

ifat  the  committee  on  Sie  treasury  appoint  and  agree  mth  a  steward, 
who  shall  have  the  snperintendance  of  the  household  of  the  president,  and 
of  the  necessary  expenditures^  and  be  accountable  for  such  monies  as  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  advanced  for  liie  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  is'iue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  flarnett, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  North -Carolina,  for  2000  dollars,  advanced  upon  his 
application  ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  one  of 
the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  1700  dollars,  advanced  on 
his  application ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letteryof  this  day«  from  sundry  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of 
PhOadelphla,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Onlerei,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  takine  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  respecting  goods  taken  for  the  public  service,  imme- 
diately after  the  evacuation  of  that  city. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  $ 
Whereupon. 

Re'.olved,  That  the  resolution  heretofore  passed,  relative  to  raising  10,000, 
000  of  dollars  by  taxes,  during  the  ensuing  year,  be  re-considered,  and  that 
that  sum  be  augmented  to  the  sum  of  15,000,000  of  dollars. 

Resolvedj  That  it  is  necessary  to  take  tiie  following  bills  out  of  circulation, 
viz.  the  whole  emissions  of  May  SOth,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1 778 : 
the  question  to  agree  to  tnis  resolution^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


J^^Bampshire,  Mr.  Whipple,      ay  ^ 


Frost,  ay 

mmetiifBay^  Ifir.Geny*  ai/ 

Lovell,  ay 

Holtcu,  ay 

JKMsJUM;    Mr.  VUeiy,  ^  ay 

CmmUaOs    '  Mr-  Shemian,  a 

Dyer,  a)/ 

Ellsworth,  ay 

^   ^                Root,  ay, 

^^Tark^       Mr.  Jay,  ay 

Duune,  ay 

Lewis,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

^ttolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed. 


A^evh Jersey f      Mr.  Witherspoon,  ? 

Fen,  ay  5^ 


Pemuyhania,    Mr.  Uoberdeau,  ay ) 

Searle,  ^y]  " 

Deimvarej         Mr.  M^Kcan,  ay 

Marykmd, "  Mr.  Henry,  ay  y* 
Yirgiida,         Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,        >  « 

M.  Smith,  'no  S 

N.-CaroUna,      Mr.  Hill,  no  i 

Bufke,  no  5 

S^'CwrtWhOt      Mr.  Laurens,  ay } 

Drayton,  ai/  S 

Georgia,  Mr.  Laug^worthy,  no 
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Six  o'clock,  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  hon*  the  minister 

plenipotentiary  of  France;  ;itk1  thereupon, 

Jiesnlced,  That  the  president  be  desired  to  inform  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard, 
ftat  Con^^ress  approve  his  proposal  ot  substituting  (iOOO  barrels  of  rice  in 
the  room  of  the  s  une  quantity  of  flour,  for  supplying  the  fleet  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty  : 

That  ihcy  are  well  satisfied  with  his  employing  such  persons  as  he  shall 
fhink  proper,  and  in  whom  he  can  confide  to  make  the  purchase ;  and  that 
Congress  will  always  be  ready  to  give  him  every  assistance  in  their  ^wer 
to  facilitate  the  pnrchase  and  eiportation  of  supplies  for  his  most  Chnstiaii 
majesty's  fleet : 

That  the  president  be  desired  to  write  to  the  president  of  South-Carolina. 

anJ  inform  him  of  the  necessity  of  scndinj^  the  said  supply  of  rice  to  the 
fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  tlie  \S'est-Indies,  and  request  him  to 
give  every  assistance  in  his  power  to  tlie  agent  whom  the  hon.  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France  shall  appoint  to  purchase  and  export  the  same  for 
t)ie  ]>urpose  above-mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  uiaiiue  committee  be  tliacharged  from  proceeding  on 
the  aforesaid  memorial. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon^ 

Besowed,  That  col.  Hartley's  regiment  and  the  four  independent  compa- 
nies raised  in  the  state  of  rennsylvania,  commanded  by  captains  Doyle, 
Wilkie,  Steel  and  Calkerwood,  and  also  the  remains  of  col.  ratton's  r^- 
ment,  except  capt.  M'Lane's  company,  be  incorporated  into  one  regiment^ 
and  adderl  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  an  eleventh  regiments  and  that  capt* 
^'Lane's  company  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  regiment. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court-mar- 
tial on  the  trial  of  major-general  ISt.  Clair ;  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made. 

That  Lite  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  acquitting  major-«^eneral 
St.  Clair,  with  the  hi|^est  Sonor,  of  the  charges  exhibit  against  him,  be, 
and  is  hereby  confirmed : 

'  To  which  an  amendment  was  mored  in  the  words  following: 
The  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial  acquitting  major-general  St. 

Clair»  with  the  highest  honor«  of  the  chaises  exhibited  against  him«  having 

been  transmitted  to  Congress  and  considered;  resoWed^  &at  he  be  accoid" 

ingly  discharged  from  his  present  arrest: 
Tlie  question  being  put  on  the  amendment, 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Langworthy, 

N.-IIamjishire,  Mr.  Wlupplc, 
^Masau&iu-Batjf  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 


JOuHle-F  hrntl. 


T,orell, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Dyer, 
Kllsworth, 

l?n  )t, 

Mi'.  Jay, 
Duanet 
Lewis* 


N^CanUna, 


lii.  Withecspoon, 

Fell, 
Mr.  Robefdeau, 

ay  \ 
no  \ 

no\ 

8eui-le, 
Mr.  Carmicliael, 

110  ' 

m  { 

Henry, 

no  j 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  nni, 

no  j 

no 

Hurke, 

710  { 

Hr.  Lull  re  lis. 

Htttfloo, 

mi 

Mr.  JLMEigworlJiy,^  m  ^m 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  beine  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

Ordered,  That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chiel^ 

Adjoarued  to  ten  oxlock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Dpcnnber  17,  UTS, 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gen*  Washington^  was  reail : 
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Ordered,  I'hat  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  :  the  members  chosen» 
Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G,  Morris,  Mr.  S,  Adams,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Another  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from.  gen.  \V  a&hingtua,  was  read,  respecting 
Mr.  Fleury : 

Ordma^  That  it  be  referred  to  Ihe  forcing  committee* 

Another  letter,  of  the  IStb,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read  $ 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Bcdaalx,  and  a  memorial 

from  F.  Hopkinson,  were  read  : 
Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaanry. 
A  letter,  of  the  I4tn,  from  bri<;adier  W.  Thompson,  at  Carlisle,  was  read. 
A  petition  from  Ciaver  Taylor,  of  Providence,  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island, 

&c.  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  reten  ed  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Collins,  Mr.T.  Adams,  anil  Mr.  Dyer. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  ot  the  9th  of  September,  and 
Sist  of  October  last,  in  favor  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fajette,  together  with  the 
letters  vritten  by  the  president  in  consequence  thereof,  antfthe  marquis'a 
answer,  be  published.  « 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  horses 
for  remounting  col.  Baylor's  regiment ;  after  debate. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Congresss  resumed  t!ie  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  debate, 

£€8olv*:d.  That  the  farther  consideration  thereot  be  postponed. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY.  December  18, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  I7th,  from  J.  Reed,  president  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  a 
letter  of  November  29th,  from  Curson  andGoverncur,of  St.  fiustatia,  with  a 
bill  of  lading  therein,  for  six  boxes,  containing  3000  pair  of  woollen  stock* 

ings,  for  account  and  risque  of  the  United  States,  wns  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tlio  coiiimiitee  of  commerce. 

A  petition  and  representation  ol  £vaQ  Malbone,  sen.  and  Evan  Maibone, 

jun.  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  leleried  to  the  comuuttee  on  the  petition  of  Clave^^ 
Taylor. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  desiring  to  bt 
indulged  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Congress,  relative  to  his  trial. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read;  Whereupon,  Congress  came 

to  the  following  order  and  resolution : 

Wfiereas  Dr.  Wheelock  has  incurred  eipense  in  supporting  a  number  of 
Indian  youths,  of  the  Caghnnwaj^a  tribe,  at  his  school,  which  in  times  past 
has  been  the  means  of  conciliating  the  friendship  of  that  tribe  : 

Ordered,  That  a  warant  ii>.-ue  oti  tlie  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Wheelock,  for  9^5  dollars,  for  tin*  use  of  the  Said  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock. 

Whereas  itis  represented  to  Congress,  that  it  wUI  be  more  aj^t  eeabieto  ad- 
ventarersin  the  lottery  of  tlie  United  States,  to  have  the  blanks  drawn  as  well 
^  the  prizes;  and  that  the  public  will  thereby  have  an  opportunity,  during 
tame  of  drawinr,  to  purchase  the  tickets  which  may  remain  unsold  at  the 
commencement:  uierelore, 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  be  directed  to  draw  the  blanks,  at  well  as 
we  prizes,  of  the  second  class  of  the  said  lottery. 

I  he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the 
'3th,  brought  in  a  report:  W^herenpou, 


100 


J0UBNAL8  OF  C<INQBI88»  im 


inime- 


Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  attend  Congre.« 
diately  after  he  shall  have  put  the  army  in  such  order  as  to  admit  of  his  ab- 
sence from  it  a  few  dajs. 

A  memorial  from  the  managers  of  the  United  States'  lotteiy,  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read :  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  drawing  of  the  second  class  of  the  said  lotte- 
ry be  deferred  to  the  first  day  of  April  next :  qnestion  put,  passed  in  the  nctr 
gative. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 

whole : 

The  second  proposition  being  read,  viz. 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose,  in  the  manner  hereafter  provid- 
ed, by  the  hist  day  of  June  next,  an4  not  afterwards  redeemable. 

Sundry  amendments  were  moved  and  set  aside  by  the  previous  question  ; 
after  wVch  a  division  was  called 'for,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  first 
clause,  as  far  as  the  word  nest"  indunve,  the  yess  and  nays  were  requir- 
ed by  Mr.  M.  Smith. 


NeUhHampshire^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 


Conneetieuif 
Mw-Tork, 


Mr.  S.  AdaniiS 
Geny, 
Lovell, 

Mr.  Enery, 
Culltn^ 

BAr.  Dyer, 

EUfwortlw 

Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 


ay 


Ddawart, 


Virginia^ 


ay  S 

no  y* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  second  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  M.  Smitn, 

XkW'BampthiretUr.  Whipple,' 

Frost, 

MmtfttU-Baift  Mr.  S.Aduiii^ 

Geny, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  av  1 

Fell,  1^5** 
Mr.  KoberdeMi, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M*Kean, 
Mr.  Cannichael, 

Henn% 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Hill, 

Bufke, 
Mr.  LaureiH^ 
Drayton, 
llutkin. 


Mhode-Jsland, 


Lovell, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Ifr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Lewis. 


IknyJknejff      Mr.  Wither^oon ,  ay  7  ^ 

ay  S 


Fell, 

Penruybania,    Mr,  Bobeidetu, 

Searle, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
N.'Cantina, 

S.'CatoSna, 


'"I'm 


Mr.  M'Kcan, 
Mr.  Cumiichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  yi.  Snndtb, 
Mr.  Hill, 

Burke, 
M^.Lauveiu^ 

Drayton, 

HutWMV 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  third  proposition  was  then  read,  vi7. 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  treasury, 
and  into  the  state  treasuries  for  continental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  June 
next: 

A  motion  was  made  to  strikeout  "  for  continental  taxes:" 
And  on  the  Question  that  they  stand  part  of  ihe  report,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Bnrfce, 


N,-E^pahire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Mutf^HU-Bay,  Mr.  S  Adams, 

Gerry, 
•  Lovei^ 


Rhode-Ittand,    Mr.  EUery, 

CoUins, 

CmtectiaUf     Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 
Root, 


ayl'^ 

oy. 


'I 
fj 
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IkmJiemjf, 

Ltiawure, 


Ifr.  Jav, 

Diuine, 

Mr.  Witlierspoon,  ay 

Fell,  ay 

Mr.  Searle,  ay 
Ml'.  M'Keau,  ay 


no 


ay 


ay 


Maryland, 


Mr  rarmicliael, 

Henn', 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
m.  Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no 
no 
no 

no  > 


no 


So  it  was  resolvett  In  tiie  affirmaiiTe. 
The  mam  question  being  then  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered^  iWt  the  farther  connderation  of  the  report  be  postponed  tilt 
to-morrow. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

There  not  being;  a  sufTicierit  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  busioesSy 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  19,  \77S. 

Reiolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  coai- 
nasder  in  chief  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  staC  on  wa^s  and  means  of 
nCre&cbing  the  e»enses  of  tw  annj  x  the  newbers  chosen,  Mr;  Duane* 
Mr*  Laurens,  Mr.  fillsworth,  Mr.  Oerrjr,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

Csngress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  comnittee  of  tiie 
vhole,  when  the  fourth  proposition  was  read,  viz. 

Tliat  they  be  received  into  the  continental  loan-offices,  either  for  loan- 
ofi're  certificates  or  in  ordLM*  to  be  exchangefl  for  other  bills  of  like  tenor  to 
be  provided,  at  the  election  of  the  owners,  until  the  first  day  of  June  next: 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  ;  after  debate. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JDecein^  21»  irrs. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tiie  committee  of  tlie 
«hole,  when  the  following  amendment  was  moved,  in  lieu  of  the  fourth  pro- 
position ; 

lliat  such  bills  be  received  into  the  treasury  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for 
bills  of  equal  value,  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  them  on 

or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next: 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment, 
The  jeaa  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


^y.-Mtmpshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Froit, 

Love  11, 
Holten, 

nhd^hkmd,  Ifr.  Elleiy, 
CoUin%. 

CmmtHaa,    Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 
Root, 

Abv-M,  Mr.Jay, 

'  G.  Hank, 

Lewis, 


no 


Neu/^ersey,      Mr.  Witheiapoon,  no 

Pen,  ffw 
Penmyhania,  Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Camiichacl, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Sniib^ 
Mr.  Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 
Mr.  Lai]|gwortby» 


HaryUmi^ 

Virginia^ 

NAJaroluHh 

S.- Carolina, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  office  certificates,"  and 

change  "for"  into  "on      fjuestion  put,  resolverl  in  the  affirmative. 
A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "  either  on  loan  ori" 
And  on  the  question,  that  they  stand  part  of  the  report, 
I'he  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 


Vol.  hi. 
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NewBanquhite^Ui'  Whipple, 

Fi-os% 

Mata  stu-Bayt  Air.  Gerry, 


Mhode-liiand, 


Mr,  Eller>', 
Colling  ' 

EllsworU^ 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 


Penmyhaniii, 
Ddawart, 
Maryland, 

Firgirua, 

S.' Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  a>> 

Fell, 
Mt.  Settle, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

Henxy, 
Mr.F.L.Lee^ 

Mr.  Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Lutrent, 

0niytoii, 

Hutson, 


ay  Voy 

fly  W 

no 


fly 

no 
no 
no  I 


Mr.  iMigwortby,  r<v  ytno 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 

An  amendment  bein^  made  bj  traDBposition,  and  the  question  put  on  the 
proposition  as  amended, 

lif  solved  J  That  they  be  received  until  the  first  duy  of  June  next,  into  the 
conliuental  loan-offices,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanjged,  at  the  election  of 
the  ciwaera,  for  ottier  bills  of  the  like  tenor,  to  be  provided  tor  that  purpose. 

Bmh^  That  the  hills  ledged  in  the  said  offices,  to  be  so  exchanged,  be 
there  registered,  and  indented  certificatett  thereof  given  to  the  owners  bj  the 
respective  commissioners  of  the  said  pflkes; 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolttUoDy  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Jay, 


NeuhMampiMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

MauafttU-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LovcU, 
Holten, 

Mode-Mmd,*    Mr.  EUery, 

Mr.  Dj  er,  ' 
EHsworti^ 
Koot, 
Mr.  Jay, 
G.  Motris^ 
JUewiB^ 


IkUhTork, 


NmJeneyp      Mr  witlienpooii,  atj 

Veil,  ay 
Pennsyharua,    Mr.  Searie^ 


Ddaware^ 
Maryland, 

Virgifda, 
S,'Carolina, 


ijieorgia. 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  CurmicUae^ 

Henry, 
Mr.  P.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
Mr.  HiU, 

Burice, 
Mr.  Laurena, 
Drayton  • 
Hutson, 
Mr.  Lanipyorthy, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TUBSDAY,  Ikeember  SS,  177^ 

Hie  president  Informed  the  house  that  brigadier  W*  Thompson,  a^eeably 
to  order,  attended  yesterday,  and  that  he  haid  signifiejH  a  wish  to  be  indulged 
till  .Wednesday,  as  he  is  desinms  of  having  mmtf  witnesses  examined : 

Whereupon,  .     .   •  . 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  evening  be  assigned  for  proceeding  on  the  charge 
against  brigadier  W.  Thompson,  and  that  he  be  notified  to  attend  with  his 
witnesses  at  5  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  summon  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  jun.  and  notify 
Mr.  Scarle  to  attend  Congress  at  5  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening,  to  give 
evidence  on  the  charge  agtiinst  brigadier  W.  Thompson* 

On  motion,  i?esoIiMcI,lTiat  the  secretary  furnish  major-sen.  Lee.  with  such 
extracts  from  ^e  journal  as  relate  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court* 
martial  on  his  trial,  and  to  the  confirnuition  of  the  sentence.  ' 

A  letter,  of  November  84th,  f^ro  roajor-gen.  R«  Howe,  was  read,  enclosing 
one  of  the  Slst  of  the  same  month,  from  col.  While,  in  Georgia,  informing, 
that  the  enemy  have  invaded  that  state,  and  tee  advancing  wiSi  about  1*100 
men*  . .  * 
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'    A  tetter,  of  the  20th,  from  col.  Armand,  mtrquis  de  Runerie,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
ten,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr,  EUerj,  and  Mr.  Cannichael. 

A  letter,  of  the  2l8t,  from  Mr.  S,  Deane,  was  read,  informing  Congress 
that  he  has  committed  to  wrifinjj;  as  particular  an  account  of  his  agency  of 
their  affairs  in  Europe  as  liis  situatiun  will  pc  r  mit  him.  and  that  he  waits  the 
pieiisure  of  Congress  to  laj  tlie  same  befoi  e  them  : 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thai  Congress  will  meet  this  evening; 
at  6  e*dockt  to  receive  his  iDformation,  and  that  he  attend  at  that  time. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th.  from  gen.  Washington*  was  read,  enclosing  a  report 
of  the  commissioners  by  him  appointed,  to  meet  commissionerR  from  sir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  other  fiapers  respecting  the  meeting;  and  informingthat 
an  exchange  of  prisoners  has  not  taken  places  Whereupon, 

JResolvpff,  Tliat  Congress  approve  the  proceedings  oi  the  commanclcr  in 
chief  and  the  commissioners  appointed  by  him  in  tlie  ne^otiationa  at^Amboy 
lor  exchange  of  prisoners  ; 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  gen.  Washington's  letter  as  relates  t9  the  aaid 
iie|otiations,  together  witli  the  papers  enclosed,  be  published* 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  ue  France^,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  consiiteriiM^  it* 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  rttuT:^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasnry* 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  was  read  s 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideratioft 
the  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  marquis  of  Britijrny. 

A  letter,  of  t!ie  19th,  from  ILLanrens,  late  [r  esident,  wasread; 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  reiei  red  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  MiOlin,  and  one  of  the  15th,  O^om  Ccesat 
Rodney,  president  of  JJeiaware,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Elizabeth  Preston,  was  read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resohsed,  That  a  member  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  war^  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Sherman :  the>allotB  being  taken,  Mr.  J.  Root  was  elected* 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Mumford  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on 
the  meinorial  of  Ephrairn  H!:nne,  deputy  commissary ^neral  of  |mrchases, 
with  direction  to  state  the  facts  specially,  report. 

That  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  said  E,  Blaine  to  Congress,  dated  tlie 
Srth  of  March  last,  that  he  had  purchased  goods  from  George  Kennedy,  be- 
tween the  3d  ot  October,  1777,  auu  the  9th  of  February  following,  to  the 
amount  of  6000  dollars,  for  which  he  had  engaged  him  to  take  payment  in 
loan-office  certHleates,  en  condition  that  such  certificates  should  be  procured 
for  him  before  the  Ist  of  March,  1778 : 

That  Kennedy  applied  to  the  commissary -general  before  that  day,  but 
becasse  Blaine's  accounts  were  unsettled,  he  could  not  get  a  draught  on  the 
loan-office  for  these  certificates : 

That  Kenfied y  was  yet  willing  to  take  certificates  to  bear  date  as  above  : 

,That  there  were  other  claimants  under  like  circumstances^  who  bad  not 
yet  applied : 

That  the  said  letter,  being  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  they 
gave  their  opiuiou  that  it  was  by  uo  means  proper  to  antedate  loan-office 
certificates  w  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  from  the  public,  and  circum- 
stanced as  the  case  mentioned  in  the  said  letter : 

That  Mr.  Blaine,  on  the  SOth  day  of  May  following,  presented  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  setting  forth  that  h^  contracted  with  George  Kennedy  and  oth- 
ersi  fiir  articles  for  the  use  of  the  army»  in  the  months  ol  Octoberi  Novenibert 
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December,  and  JaDuarj,  theo  la«t,to  the  amouat  of  17,500  dollars, foe. vhtch 
he  had  promised  them  loan-office  certifirates  in  payment ;  he  therefore  prajed 
for  warrants  on  the  loan-oHice  fov  ( (M  tilicatcs  to  that  ainuunt,  to  be  dated 
the  first  day  oT  January,  then  last,  t(»  enable  liim  to  tuUii  his  contract: 

That  the  said  luenioi  ial  beiii;:  relen  eil  to  the  boarci  of  treasury,  thev  i  e- 

E>rted  that  they  contioued  of  the  opiutuu  they  had  before  given  ou  Mr. 
Uiiie's  letter,  that  it  was  by  no  means  proper  to  antedate  loao-oiTice  cerli- 
ieateg  Ibr  the  payment  of  those  debts  t 
That,  npon  the  Mid  report  being  read  in  Congrtogi  it  wm  re-comniitted* 
That  they  have  thecefore  a  third  time  taken  the  subject  uf  tiie  letter  and 
memorial  into  eonsideration,  and,  after  mature  reflection,  retain  the  opinion 
that  they  have  repeatedly  given,  timt  antedated  oerti&ontea  ought  not  to  be 
issued  to  satisfy  tlie  said  demand  : 
The  report  being  read  and  coTisidered, 
Hemlved,  That  Congress  a^n  e  to  the  i»ame. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  reati  ;  ^A'hcreupon, 

}te»}lved,  Tiiat  William  Geddes,  c&q.  commissioner  of  one  of  tlic  cham- 
bers of  ecconntSp  be  empowered  end  requfrated  to  act  as  one  of  die  commis- 
sioners of  claims  until  the  chamber  of  accounts  can  proceed  to  business* 

Resolved,  That  Ihei  remeioder  of  the  report  respecting  the  menwrud  of 
capt.  John  Sutton,  be  re-committed.  *  • 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whercepotty 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committee,  for  20,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle do* 
partment ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  wan  ant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Millar,  for  1000  dol- 
lars, ill  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  ILiwe,  dated  Charleston. 
South-Carolina,  August  24th,  177 S,  in  favor  of  capt.  Rawleigli  Downman, 
and  endorsed  bv  him  for  that  sum ;  it  being  agreeable  to  a  letter  of  advice  of 
the  same  date  from  major-general  Howe»  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Remdvid^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  respecting  an  additional  al* 
iowance  beyond  tlie  established  price,  to  be  made  to  officers  who  have  por* 
chased  horses  for  the  cavalry,  be  postponed  to  Monday  next 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  lcUei§  from  major-generat 
Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  broujjht  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Orderedy  That  the  consideratiou  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  13th,  from  general 
Washington,  relative  to  lieutenant-coL  Floury,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  report  of 
tjie  board  respecting  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  who  accompa-' 

nied  him,  be  taken  up,  and  that  both  be  considered  together. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  aod  proceeded  to, 
read  his  written  information,  but,  not  having  tune  to  finish. 

Ordered,  That  he  attend  to-oiorrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  proceed  in  his  in- 
formation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Decmher  23,  177S. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  W,  Grayson,  was  read,  informing  that  he 
has  been  duly  notified  of  his  appointment  to  the  board  of  war,  and  expressing 

a  desire  to  decline  the  same. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Gossinus  Erkelins,  was  read  ;  and  also  one  of 
l*^0Tember  ^9tb,  from  col«  O*  Dcnck,  informing  Congress  of  hia  intention « 
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OB  hk  arrivftl  in  Holland*  to  correspond  with  the  hoo*  Dr«  Franklin,  at  Pa- 
ri^ and  dMHiiig  thfll  Ike  |w<eaident  would  mention  his  name  to  Dr.  Fiunklin 
M  km  next  letter : 
Ordered,  That  bis  desire  be  complied  with. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  proceeded 
in  Iiis  infffrmafion,  and  having  gone  through  what  he  had  written,  he  pro- 
duced suruir^  letters  and  papers,  which  he  desired  might  be  read  ;  ^jpon  a 
letter  oi  April  7th.  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  him,  being  read,  Mr.  Deane  desired 
leave  to  saj  something  in  explanation  ot  the  last  clause  ot  the  said  letter, 
which  respects  a  negotiator,  •*  who,  as  the  letter  mentions,  is  gone  back  appii- 
rentlj  much  chagrined  at  his  little  success,  and  in  whioh  Dr.  Franklin  sa^i 
be  has  promised  nim  fiiithfotly,  tlmt  mee  his  pronosttieiie  coald  not  be  ac- 
cepted»  thej  shonld  be  baried  in  oblivion  $  and  therefore  earnestly  de<^ 
aires  that  Mr.  Deftne  would  put  that  paper  immediately  in  the  fire,' on  the 
lecetpt  <^  the  letter,  without  taking  or  8aflS»riii|p  to  be  taken  anj  copj  of  it,- 
or  communicating  its  contents 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  explain  this  matter,  a  motloB  waamadoy  that  Mr. 
Deane  withdraw :  ■  .' 

Mr.  Deane  accordingly  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  then  mude,  that  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed  that 
if  he  lias  any  thin^;  fui  ther  to  report,  he  lay  it  before  Congress  in  writing^: 

In  lieu  of  which  it  was  moved  as  an  aiiiendment. 

That  Mr*  Deane  be  permstted  to  proceed  in  Ms  verbal  explanation,  refer- 
red to»  and  that  it  be  afterwards  reduced  to  writing,  if  Congress  shaJl 
jodfie  it  necessary : 

The  amendments  being  received,  a  division  was  called  for»  and  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  firet  clause. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery* 

PenmylvcuUttt    Mr.  Roberdeau, 


I  Ifr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

^lassa uis-Jiaiff  Mr.  b.  Aduius, 

Gerry, 
I. o  veil, 
^lolten, 
Mr.  Elleiy*  • 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Ellsworth, 
Root, 
Ifr.  Jay* 
Duanc, 


Mr.  With«n|xxni,  ayX 

Pell,  7y\^ 


Delairnre, 


Mr  M*Kean, 
Mi.  F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
WUtiatos, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutaon, 


ay  J 


Mr.LaDgvordiy,  ay}njf 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afHrraative. 
On  the  question  to  ao;ree  to  the  second  clause. 
The  yeas  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
-\>u>//<f»ip#<^>r,  Mr.  Whipple,      ^HXau  t^^^yl^aiua, 

^^mdwU^Mmg,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

CeiTy, 
Lovell,  . 

HOtCttly 

JKM-/itoi4  Mlr.Knety» 

Collins, 


Connecticuff 


Mr.  Dyer, 

EHswortli^ 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Mr.  Withenpooii,  ay  > 

Fen,        «yi  • 


Delaware^ 
Virginia^ 


Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mp.  P  L.  Lee. 

M.  Strn'th, 

Gi-ithn, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Willium^ 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  hnxrcoBt 
,  Drayton, 

Hutson, 


^li-.  Liiiigw'orthy,  no 


ay  yay 
oy  yay 
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So  it  was  reauived  lu  the  ailxniiiitive. 

Ordend,  That  the  aecretarj  inform  Mr.  Deane  that  Conm^s  will  give 
him  notice  of  the  time  when  he  shall  attend  again^  which  wul  piebiUy  be 
thb  evening. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  September  10th,  from  Jonathao  WilUainSy  at  NantoSi  was  read» 
with  a  niHuber  of  papers  accompanying  it  ; 

Ordired,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

According  to  order,  brigadier  W.  Thompson  attending,  was  called  in,  and 
the  witneasea  heing  examined*  he  withdrew. 

Ordered^  That  brieidier  W.  Thonpton  be  called  in  and  informed*  that  if 
he  has  any  thing  to  offer  in  his  defence,  the  house  is  ready  to  hear  lum«  but 
that  if  he  requtrea  time  to  make  his  defence,  it  will  be  allowed  him. 

Brigadier  Thompson  being  called  in  and  informed  of  the  order  of  the 
house,  desired  that  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hand  mifjht  be  read  : 

The  same  beins  read,  and  he  having  nothing  further  to  ofter,  gej^eral 
Thompson  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordiligly  he  withdrew* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  24,  177S, 

Mr.  Samuel  Atlee,  a  delegate  from  Pennsjlvaniay  attended,  and  took.hia 
aeat  in  Congress. 

The  president  informed  Congress  that  gen.  Washington  was  arrived  in 
town,  pursuant  to  their  orders:  Whereupon, 

liesoLved,  That  the  commander  in  cliief  be  introduced  to  Congi  e^s,  and 
Informed  from  the  chair,  that  Congress  have  directed  hia  atttendance  in  order, 
among  other  things,  to  confer  with  him  on  the  operations  of  the  next  cam* 
paign,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  present  the  commander  in  chief  with  the 
finreg^g  resolution,  and  acqaaint  him  that  Congreas  are  now  ready  to  re« 
ccive  him . 

In  pursuance  of  tlie  foregoing  order,  t)ie  commauder  in  chief  attended, 
and  being  informed  by  the  president  of  the  end  for  which  Congress  has  de- 
sired his  attendance,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed  agreeably  to 
the  foregoing  resolution,  he  withdrew. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  :  the  members  chosen, 
are  Mr.  Dnane,  Mr.  Root^Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.Morris,  and  Mr.  iMrens. 

Congress  took*into  consideration  the  charge  against  brigadier  W.  Thomp- 
am ;  and  the  defence  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  apology  made  by  brigadier-general  Thomp- 
son be  accepted  at  satisfactory : 

The  char«2;e  and  depositions  were  then  called  for,  and  a  motion  wa?  made, 
that  the  exainiiuition  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  and  the  deposition  of  col.  Noarth, 
the  one  otiered  to  support  the  charge  against  brigadier  gen.  Thompson,  and 
tlie  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejected,  the  same  being  taken  exparU: 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved,  by  way  of  substitute. 

That  the  examination  of  Mr.  jastice  Atlee,  taken  before  Congress  on 
Monday  the  Tth  inst.  in  support  of  the  charge  against  brigadier  Thomnson, 
be  nfjected,  and  that  the  aepoaition  of  col.  Noarth,  oroduced  laat  night  by 
brigadier  Thompson  in  his  own  exculpation  from  the  charge,  be  also  rejected : 

A  question  was  taken,  whether,  consistent  with  order,  the  latter  proposi- 
tion can  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  former: 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

iVn(?-i7am/>«A/rf,  ;*Ir.  Whipple,      oy  yay     Rhode-hfandy     Mr.  Ellery,  oy^ti^ 
JiJassa'stts-Jiay,  Bir.  S.  A<km^     ay^        (Jmnecticui,       Mr.  l>ver,  ay^ 

Geny,         <»y  L„  BlWorUi,  c.vS-^i 

LoveU        0ifr^  »ool, 
^      «  Bottei^  r 
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I 

Penmyhwda, 


At.  Jay.  no 

.  Doane,  m\ 
G.  Moflriab 

Fell,  «o  5 

Ifr.  Bobetderat  «y  ^  _ 

Atlee,  <V>  * 

Mr.  M'Kean,  a>f  V^?!' 


S.- Carina, 
Qwgia, 


l/ii,  Cannichael, 
Henry, 
Penn, 
Hill, 
Mr.  Lauren% 
Dnyton, 
Hutson, 
Mr.  Langwortby,  ajfyay 


ay 


DelcJrrrre 

So  it  was  resolred  to  be  in  ui  ilt^i". 
The  question  bein^  put  uu  the  amendment,  passed  in  the  negative. 
The  main  question  was  then  liivitletl,  and  on  the  questioD,  that  the  exam- 
ination of  Mr. justice  Atlee  be  rejected,         ■  *  , 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  reqairecl  by  Mr*  Dnaneu 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Ifr.  S.  AdMnfl^ 

•  Gerry, 
.  Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Ellsworth, 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duanc, 
'V     G.  Moms, 


^PnhJeneyt 


Pemtsylvofuh 

Delaware, 

Pirgbaa, 


N.-CaroUna, 
S,'CarvMna, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Robefdeau, 
Adee, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Cannichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
Grimn, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 
Jlr.  Laurens, 
Ifutson, 


Bfr.  Ziingworthy,  ay  ^ay 


'       Lewkj,  t 

Fen,  ay^y 
So  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  the  deposition  of  coU  Noarth  be  rejected : 
resolveti  in  the  affii  inative. 

The  queBtion  wa»  put,  whether  the  words the  game  haYing  been  takeOj 
eur  warie"  shall  staud  ? 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 


AlivJSfonqMjUre»Mr.  Whipple, 
Mm^wttU-Ba^t  Mr.  S.  Adimi^ 

Gerry, 
■  Lovell, 
'  Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
:  Ellsworft, 
^  ^  Root, 
Jfty;  < 
Duane, 
rJk^     G.  Morris, 
Lewis, 


►ay 


PenmylvamOy 


Witberspoon,  ay ') 

Fell,  ai/  3 


Mr.  Robetdeau, 
Atlee^ 

Mr.  M*Kean, 
Mr.  Cannichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lec, 
M.  Smith, 
Ghtfin^ 
Nbiih-CanUruL,  Mr.Pefin» 

Hill, 

<SS9uM-Caroltiiai  Mr.  Laurens^ 

Hutson, 


DrffiV'nrfi, 
Maryland, 


'"'lay 


ay 

fW 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  )<iy 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirinative. 
The  question  being  taken  on  the  whole, 

Resolvedy  That  the  examioation  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  and  the  deposition 
of  col.  Noarth,  the  one  offered  to  support  tlie  cliarB^e  a^inst  brigadier  W. 
Thompson,  and  the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejected,  the  same  having 
been  ^ken  eop  parte.  «  * 

Ite  proceedings  on  the  journal  relatiire  to  brigadier  Thompson,  the  charge 
and  the  deposition  of  witnesses,  were  then  read :  Whereupon,  a  motion  wa> 
>nade,  that  brigadier-general  Thompson  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privileges 
Ou  this  questioa  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  l4Uireii8» 


^^'^'■fJampshirt^ytp.'\\\\\l>YAe,  ay  ^ay 

^^^*tU-JBay»  Mr.S.  AcUiDS,  ay 

Gerry,  ay 

lardi,  ay 

HQltea,  4^. 


Rhode-hland^  Mr. 
Ctnmectisutf  Mr. 


Ellery, 

Ellsworth, 

Root, 


m  yno 
ayS 


otf 
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Mr.  .lav, 
Duane, 

7  in 

oy. 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 

ay 

Fell, 

IIU 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

oy 

Atlee, 

no 

Vclmvare, 

Mr.  M*Kean,  rrrnrrrJ 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

7  J') 

Henry, 

710 

7ifTr\ 
oyj 


no 


Virgima, 
S.'CarolinOt 


Mr.  F.  L.^e, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  PtitOy 

Hilt, 
l^lr.  L.aurensy 

Draytoiiy 

HutMli; 
Mt.  iJttgVQtOgi^ 


So  it  was  then  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  general  Thompson's  apoloiry  is  satisfactory: 
On  which  the  yeas  and  naj  s  being  required  by  Mr.  L^mrens, 


New-Mnmpshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 


ay  }ay 


JHhodc- Inland, 
CmrntcUaUf 


Holtcn, 
Mr.  Ellerv, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Root» 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

G.  Morris, 


A)Msf«my»     Mr.  ^vithenpooll>  no 


Fell, 


I 


dir. 


Peimtyimiua,    Mr.  lioberdeau. 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 


Firginia, 
JV,'Car9Una, 


Mr.  M*Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  X>ee, 

M.8nutb, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Fenn,. 

UUl, 
Mr.  Iiaii]«ii% 

Druxton, 
Hutson, 


Georgkh  Mr.  jUuigworthy,  ay 


8n  it  wa^  rpsolvcd  in  fVie  aflirniaf  i ve. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  tiaturdajr.  '  ! 

SATURDAY,  December  26,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slst,  from  Abraham  Clarke,  of  New -Jersey,  was  read,  ea- 
closing  afBdavits  respecting  the  conduct  of  brigadier  Maxwell  in  resisting  a 
•writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mexubers 
cho8en»  Mr.  Duaae,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Fell. 

A  memorial  from  Josiah  Smith,  surgeon,  and  others^  late  of  tiie  Revenge 
cutter,  captain  Cunningham,  was  read :  -  i 

Otifereat  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  ceromittee  of  ibo 
whole  on  the  subject  of  finance,  when  the  6th  proposition  was  read,  viz. 

6.  That  proper  bills  be  provided  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out  at  said 
oflRces,  to  complete  the  said  exchanges  as  soon  as  pos^ible,  and  tliat  due  no- 
tice be  given  to  all  parties  bj  public  advertiseaieuts«  as  soon  as  tlie  same 
shall  be  ready  t 

A.  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "as  soon  as  possible,"  and 
what  follows  to  liie  end,  and  to  insert  in  place  tliereof  '» by  tiie  first  day  o( 
June  next." 

Another  motion  was  made,  to  substitute  the  following  resolution : 
That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-ofiices  make  returns  to  the  treasury 
^MMird  immediately  after  the  Ist  daj  of  June  next,  of  the  amount  of  thebilu 
received  into  their  respective  offices,  to  be  ezchang;ed  as  aforesaid,  and  tbst 
proper  bills  to  exchange  the  same  be  furnished  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
at  their  said  offices  within  sixty  days  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June : 
To  which  it  was  moved  to  add  as  follows : 

And  that  the  proprietors  of  bills  brought  into  the  loan-offices  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  an  interest  on  the  sums  respectively  brought  in  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  rate  oi  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  Ist  of  June 
aforesaid,  to  tlie  day  on  which  they  shall  exchanged: 


Digitized  by  Google' 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  X77S. 


Ob  the  qaestbii  to  ttree  la  this  ad«litioii» 

The  jeat  and  nays  being  nquirad  bj  Mr.  Lmreii8» 


MFMkmptkkt,  Ifr.  Whipple^ 

Frnst, 

Miusa'itU-Maif,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lorell, 


Holten, 

Mr.  Kltery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
EJlsworth, 

Booty 

Ml*.  Ja}', 

Duanc, 

Lewiii, 
Mp.  Witfaflnpooi^ 


no 


•  no 


•  no 


Atlee, 


no 


Marylundp 


S.-CaroUnaf 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Carmichael, 

Henry, 
iSt,  M.  Smitll, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
WUtiAin% 
HiU, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Lan^orthy, 


no 


no 

no 

no 

°y 

no 

ay 

no 
ay 
no 


So  it  pused  in  the  negative. 

Tlie  amendmeiit  bein^  adopted,  on  the  question  to  agree  la  the  aavc^ 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  repaired  by  Mr.  Burke, 


StmOBrnipMrt^Ur.  Whipple* 

Maua*8tU'Bayf  Mr.  Gerry, 
>  LoveU« 


Mode-Island^ 
Cmnectieut, 


Pemttj/kamOf   Mr.  "Rnherdean, 

Alice, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  M.  Smitli, 

Griflin, 
Mr.  Penn, 


Marifland, 
[N.-CmvUna, 


«y5 


nol  ^ 

710  S 

no J 


Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens,       no  ^no 
ifr.  Lngwoflfay^  m  >«» 


Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dver, 
EOswiHruli 
Root^ 
Mr.  Jay,  . 

Duan^         ay  I  ay  S.-CaroUnOf 
Lewi%  Oeot^gia, 
Mr.  Withenpoon,  ay  \ 
Fell,  ayy 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  7th  proposition  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 
7.  That  the  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treasury  and 
loan-offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  through  with  a  circular  punch 
of  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Congress 
•halldireet. 

Ordendf  That  Mr.  Deaiie  be  notified  to  attend  Ckagresa  on  Monday  next^ 
at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 
Aiyoemed  to  ten  o^doek  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  28,  1778. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business^ 
Adjourned  to  Leu  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  29,  1778. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersej*  attended,  and  took  hia  seal. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Morgan,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  from 

Dr.  Morgan,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Harvie  ;  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Smith. 
A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  G.  Clinton,  governor  of  New-York,  was  read  : 
A  letter,  of  the  loth,  from  colonel  Malcolm,  was  read,  enclosing  a  leturn. 

^  the  military  stores  and  garrison  of  forts  Clinton  and  Constitution : 
Ordered,  iW  the  aame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

^esohsed,  That^two  bri^adiera  be  appointed  for  the  troops  of  Korili« 

Carolina. 

Col.  Jethro  Sumner  and  col.  Thomas  Clarke  are  nominated  for  brigadi^M 

by  the  delegates  of  North*Carolina. 
Vol.  III.  ^ 
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Resolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  en(]inre  into  the 
state  of  the  Pennsjlvania  troops,  and  report  whether  an  additional  briga- 
dier it  waotiog  for  the  troops  ol  that  state :  the  menders  chosen,  Mr.  M']Ceaii« 
ttr.  Burke*  m  Mr.  Atlee. 

J?(Molffefit  That  An  additional  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  troops  of 
Sooih-Carolltta. 

Colonel  Isaac  Huger  ienoniioated  by  the  delegates  of  Soath-Garolina. 
Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  flubject  of  inanoe^  and  a  set  of  mo- 

(utioDs  relative  thereto  being  read, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-momw* 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows  : 

"Whereas  a  report  hath  circulated  In  divers  parts  of  America,  that  Con- 
gress would  not  redeem  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  thein  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  but  would  suffer  them  to  sink  in  the  hands  of  the  holder, 
whereby  the  value  of  the  said  bills  hath,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  good 
people  of  tliese  states,  depreciated;  and  lest  the  silence  of  Congress  might 
give  strength  to  the  said  report; 

Jiesolvtid,  Xliat  the  said  report  is  false  and  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
Congress. 

■  A  OMitien  was  made  that  die  consideration  thereof  be  postponed ; 
On  whicK  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Drayton, 


.  NnoJSmiipthiref  'ISr.  Whipple, 

IVost, 

Mam^^m-Baifk  Mr.  s.  Adams, 

Gcrrj', 


jai&Mfe-iMbfid; 


Holten, 
)fr.  Ellety, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Eilswortb* 
Boot, 

Duane, 
G.  Moeois^ 


.ay 


Fennsiflvama, 

Delatoare, 
Marjfiand, 

yirginia, 

* 


Ifir.  V^therspopn,  ay' 
8cud(ler» 

Mr.  lioijt^rdeau, 

Alice, 

Scwie, 
Mr.  M*Kean, 
Bfr.  Carmichael, 

Henry, 
|fr.F.L.Lee, 

M  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Ater  debate  the  previous  question  was  noved ; 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqaired  by  Mr.  Drayton» 


New-Hwn^dre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MaMtfrn-Masff  Mr.  S.  Adaims 


Rhode-Island, 


Delaware, 
Marylaiid, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
CoUiiu, 
Ifr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 
.  Boot, 
Mr.  Ji7, 
Duaiie, 
G.  Monis, 

So  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

The  main  question  being  then  put, 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


lkl0^sey, 


Stt*.  Oseddei^ 

Fell, 
Mr.  itoberdeau, 
Allee, 
Searle, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 


no 


no 


Mr.  Carmichael,  no 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
,M^  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 
HiO, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


no  \no 

oyJ 

na  )4M 


iiMbnipMpf  Mr.  Whipple^ 

,Fro«t, 

MmnastU'Ba^,  Mr.  S.  AdaiD% 

Gerry, 
Hotten, 


no 
ay 
no 

ojr 


} 


RhoMUmd^    Mr.  Elleo', 

Coirms, 

ConaeeHoui^      Mr.  Dyer, 

EllsworQi, 
Boot, 


no  J 
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Duane, 
G.  Morris, 
Xtrw-Jei'aei,  .     Mr.  Scuddtr, 

Fell, 

BemughMia,    Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 


fl  y  J.  ay 

ay 
ay 


ay 


N.-Caroliiia, 


]fir.lf(Ket% 

Mr.  F  L.  Lee, 
M.  Snutb, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Biirke, 

Mr.  UnyUm, 


3o  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative. ' 

On  the  auestion  to  agree  to  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  Dajr&  being  required 
hj  Mr.  Ell  err,        '        .  ■ 


Ntw-Hampshire,  Mr.  Frost, 

Geny, 


Jiliude-ltluni/f 
Otmeeiimt, 


Ilolten, 
Ml'.  LUcry, 
CoUitw, 
lir.  Dyer, 
KUswot^ 


ay 


no 


Yno-Jeraey,      Mr.  Scudder, 

Ifr.  HoberdeaUf 

Atlee, 
Searle,  . 

Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 
Mr.  Dr^ytoDy 


no 
ay 

no 

ay 

ay 


\ay 


Booty  n 
vY«w-]>rib^        Mir.Jayy  o, 

Duane,  a^^ay 
G.  Morri^  a 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  '    ,     '  * 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNBSDAT,  JkomJber  dO»  177& 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  stated  to  proceed  tff  bu^uieit. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Ufcember  31,  1778. 

A  leftrr,  of  the  3()th,from  Mr.  Deaiie,  was  read,  inform  in  g;,  that  he  waits  th^ 
orders  of  Congress,  and  that  he  has  received  letters  which  he  is  desirous  to 
communicate  personally,  which  relate  to  parts  of  his  narration  ;  Whereupon> 

Ordered^  That  Mi .  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  immediatelj. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Boston,  was  read,  en- 
doaing  a  letter  of  the  tet  to  him  from  major-|»n*  Philips,  proposing  to  enter 
mto  a  negotiation  with  htm  for  a  release  of  uie  troops  id  the  convention  of 
Saratoga : 

Qr£red,  That  the  letter  from  major-gen.  Philipedie on  tke  table,  and  tha^ 

the  president  inform  maior-gen.  Gates  that  Congress  approve  his  conduct, 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th,  from  B.  Harrison,  deputy  pajr-maater  general  in  Vir- 
ginia, was  read,  enclosing  his  monthly  account ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  memorial  from  11.  Patton,  messenger,  and  one  from  W.  Hurrie.  door- 
keeper, were  read ;  Whereupon, 

^  Mmlved^  That  the  anmi  dedvetedlrom  the  former  accounts  of  the  memo- 
rialists,  by  the  coinmiMionera  of  claims,  be  p«id  tbm  aa  a  reward  for  extra* 
ordinary  serrice ;  and  that  thej  be  paid  what  is  now  doe  to  them  at  the  rate 
ef  three  dollars  a  daj ;  and  that  they  be  paid  for  the  fature  at  the  rate  of 

four  dollars  a  day. 

A  letter,  of  November  30th,  froni  major-gen.  Gates,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
memorial  from  brigadier  du  Portaii.  respecting  the  fortifying  the  hartior  at 
Boston : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  m,  and  gave  lurther  information  in  writ- 
ing, 4ud  having  finished. 
Ordered,  That  he  withdraw  into  the  neit  reom. 
Aceordingly  he  withdrew :  whereupon,  a  motion  waa  made, 


Digitized  by  Google 


.US  JOURNALS  W  CONGBfifiS,  U7& 


Tluit  a  daj  be  now  assigned  for  Mr.  Deaae  to  attead  CmigraM,  AatSMli 
qvastioiis  maj  be  asked  at  the  hoaee  afaall  thiak  proper*  to  alaaidale  tl|a  idh 
ject  of  hia  aarratiTe :  qaettloD  put,  pueed  in  tke  negprtbe. 
' .  Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed  that  ke  kaa  laafa  to 
withdraw^and  thaftCoaeresa  will  aatifj  to  him  their  future  ordatai 

Mr.  Daaaa  baaig  cabled  in»  was  inibmed  of  tha  ioRgoiiig  ordar*  and 
withdrew. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  subject  of  finance ;  and  thereupon, 

7.  Hesolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  pair!  the 
year  ensuing,  the  states  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  quotas  of  6,000,000 
dollars,  annually,  for  18  years,  commencing  with  the  year  1780,  as  a  fund 
for  sinking  the  loans  and  emissioos  of  these  United  States  to  the  Slat  dajot 
December,  1778,  inclusive: 

8.  That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any 
further  emissions  ncceisary  the  year  eusuiug,  tiiey  bhall  be  sunk  in  the  man- 
ner and  witkin  the  period  aforesaid: 

9.  That  anj  of  tke  bills  of  cradit,  emHtod  by  ordar  of  Captrass  prior  to  ike 
year  17d0*  and  no  otkers»  be  received  in  payment  of  tha  said  qnoUs  t 

On  tka  4*Mtion  to  agraa  to  tkis  rasolvtioD,  tka  jaas  and  najs  brag  le- 
qaired  bj  Mr.  Barker 


Frost, 
Ifr.  S.  Adami^ 

Geny, 
Holteii, 


(kimeciiattp 


CoUins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
EUsworth, 
Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
DiKinc, 
Lewis, 


Nis»J(Bntfft      Ut,  WMien^oon,  ay 


Maryland^ 
Virginia, 


S.'CaroUna, 


Scudder* 

Fell, 
Mr.  Hobcrdeau^ 

Atk^ 
Mr.  li*Keaa, 

Mr.  HfMin', 
Mr.  M.  Smithy 

Griffi% 
Mr.UUU 

Burke, 
Mr.  Draytcm 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 

10.  That  the  bills  received  on  the  said  quotas  be  applied,  first,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  secondly,  of  the  principals  of  loans  made  by  these  United 
States  prior  to  the  year  1780  ;  and  that  the  rehidue  of  the  said  bills,  together 
with  the  15»000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  ensuing,  be  not  re-issued,  but 
kamed  or  destroyed,  as  Coi^ress  shall  direet : 

Ordered,  That  tke  coriimittee  of  the  treasary  select  from  the  journal  the 
ffosolatlons  respectlog  the  calling  in  certoin  emissions,  and  providing  a  fund 
lar  sinking  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress^  and  prej^re  p,  proper  preamble. 

Adyonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.. 

FRIDAY,  Januavii  1,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  3 1st  of  December,  from  gen.  Washington,  vas  read,  res- 
pecting brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  of  his  corps  : 

Whereupon,  a  leport  from  the  board  ot  war  on  the  same  subject,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  general's  letter  of  the  I6th  of  November  la»»t,  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Wharsas  gen.  Washington  kas  expressed  his  opinion  of  Iho  merit  and  abil- 
ities of  brigadier-general  da  Portail»  as  being  well  acqaaintad  with  tha  branch 
he  professes,  and  a  gentleman  of  real  knowledge  in  military  scienee  in  general, 
and  has  a  yerr  fiivoarable  opinion  of  Messrs.  la  Radiere,  Loamoy,  and  da 
Gouvion,  who  kava  served  with  reputation  as  engineers  in  the  army  «^  tha 
United  States ;  and  han  represented  that  in  his  jadgttont  they  will  benaces* 
sary  and  useful  in  future  operations: 

Spidvtd^  That  bcigadiar  da  f  artoil*  aad  Mcssra.  la  Radiere,  Lonmoy,  and 
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deGouviun,  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  en^ineers/ur 
iMtfater  campaijgD,  if  agreeable  to  their  incliiiatHm^  tmd  permfssijim  can'  be 
olitintted  from  hie  iDoet  vhiietiaii  maj  estj  or  hie  minister  plentpotentiarjr. 
>  jRmdmit  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  toconfer  with  Mona.  Gerard 
an  the  subject,  and  in  case  brigadier  do  Portail,  and  the  other  engineers 
shall  conclude  to  remnin  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  that  the  board 
report  to  CQil|reaa  a  proper  arrangement  and  appointment  for  the  corps  of 

engineers. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  a  motion  was  made  to  re-consider 
the  9th  proposition  passed  yesterday  relative  to  finance :  after  debate  the 
detemiination  of  tlie  question  was  postponed  tiii  to-roorrow,  bj  the  state  of 
North-Carolina. 

Smhid,  Thttt  tiie  committee  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  giye  the  sev- 
eral atatea*  ikt  aeeeasarj  inlbrmation  respecting  the  new  emiaeion  of  bills 
for  such  a«  bave  been  countcrfinted,  aiid  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan* 
offices,  instructions  relative  to  the  indented  certificates  to  be  given  for  bills 
to  be  excbnii|^»  and  to  the  mode  of  tranamititing  such  bills  to  the  treaanrer 
of  loans ! 

That  1-8  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-officer*  on 
the  amount  ot  bills  to  be  exchan«;etl  by  them  respectively^  in  lieu  of  all  other 
excuses  attending  the  said  business : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  forthwith  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  be  effectual  for  detectin^^  persons  employed  in  making 
caanMnt  bilil>  or  paaaing'the  same,  knowini;  tbem  to  be  aneb* 

Thebeatd  of  war  having  reported  a^eiaHjon.  the  case  of  col.  Hogan'* 
regiment,  the  same  was  taken  into  considerations  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  supply,  on  the  application 
of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  the  men  of  col.  Hogan's  regiment,  which 
chiefly  Consists  of  draughts  from  the  militia  of  that  state,  with  such  articles 
of  clothing  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  hoard  may  be  spared  from  the  continen- 
tal stock,  witl^out  detriment  to  tlie  service ;  the  articles  received  by  the  regi* 
meat  by  order  of  the  board  to  be  chaiged  to  the  said  state.  ^ 

SATURDAY,  Janmry  Q,,  1779. 
Mr.Floydy  a  delegate  from  New^York»  attended,  and  took  hiaseat  in 

00011*080. 

The  committee,  to  whom  waa  refen^  the  memorial  of  Mesara.  Penet 

and  Coulouz,  respecting  a  manufactory  of  fire  arms,  report, 
.  "  That  the  saia  Messrs.  Penet  and  Couloux  propose  to  establish*  manvfac* 
tory  for  making  fire-arms,  side-arms,  &c.  of  all  kinds,  in  some  convenient 
place  in  some  one  of  the  United  States,  if  they  can  have  proper  enconrag:e- 
nientfrom  Congress  :  that  they  are  willing  to  contract  to  make  and  deliver 
100,000  muskets  with  bayonets  of  the  best  kind,  comj>letely  finished,  at  the 
price  of  2(>^  livrts  apiece,  to  be  paid  in  specie  or  other  currency  equivalent: 
that  they  will  deliver  20,000  of  the  said  arms  br  the  expiration  of  two  vears 
tod  an  naif*  and  the  reaMne  wkbin  the  term  ot  six  or  aeven  years  from  the 
tune  of  coDtraotinf ;  or  if  the  whole  number  of  mnslMta  are  not  wanted, 
diey  will  agree  to  make  any  other  kind  of  fire -ar ma  or  side-arms,  in  tiea 
thereof,  they  to  find  all  materials  and  be  at  the  whole  expense  of  making  the 
arms 

The  committee  furtlier  report, 

"That  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  beneficial  to  these  states  to  have  such  a 
ipanufactory  established,  and  that  the  terms  proposed  are  reasonable." 

Mesolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  contract  with  Messrs. 
Penet  &.  Couloux  for  a  suitable  number  oi  muskets,  with  bayonets  of  a  pro- 
fersize,  and  other  arms,  to  be  manuiactured  in  these  state^  agreeable  to  the 
foregoing  proposal* 
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The  delegates  of  Massikcbusetts-Bajr  produced  credentials  of  their  ap^ 
poititment,  whkk  were  read. 

The  determinatioii  of  the  question  for  re^'COBsidering  the  9th  propositloii 
Hrhich  was  yesterday  postpon^  at  the  request  of  a  Btate»  was  caUed  for,  and 
the  jeas  and  najs  being  k-eqoired  bf  Mr.  Barice, 


JVl-JSMNpsiktrf,  Hr.  Whipple^ 
Maisa*ttt9'£aif,  Mr.  H.  Adams, 


C0ttnectictUf 


Level], 

Ilolten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd,  excuse. 


no 
no 
no^ 
no 
no 
w, 

no  >  no 


Lewis, 


m 


Neuhitnit^^      Mt*  Witiienpoon^  mOf 


Scadder^ 

FeU, 

Ptjmsjflvania,    Mr.  Itoberdeau, 

Heiirv, 
Mp.  F.  ULee, 


Marylamlf 
jy.-Ckmdhia, 


72U  yno 


M.  Snvitii, 
Mr.  Peiui, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 

Mr.  LmgwQithy* 


So  it  passed  in  the  negatrre.  , 

A  report  from  the  bom  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Eesolved,  That,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  high  prices  of  the  necesii* 
li^s  of  life,  the  salary  <if  the  treasarerof  loans  be  encreased  to  S»5Q0  deilavs 

per  annum. 

The  board  of  treasury  having,  pursuant  to  orders,  selected  from  the  joar« 
sals  the  resolutions  respecting  the  calling  in  certain  emissions,  and  provid- 
ing: a  fund  for  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepared 
a  preamble  thereto,  reported  the  same,  and  sundry  verba!  amendments  be- 
ing made  in  t,he  resolutions,  the  whole  was  aq^reed  to  as  follows: 

vVhereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not  hereto- 
fore in  a  condition  to  raise  thein,  have,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war, re- 
peatedly been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  which  the  faith  of  thebe  United  States  has  been  solemnly  p^ed^ed^ 
and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and  safety,  as  well  as  justicei  is  highly 
concerned  to  support  and  establish ;  and,  whereas,  to  that  end,  it  is  essen- 
tially necessary  to  ascertain  the  periods  of  their  redemijtion,  and  seasonablT 
to  establish'funds  which,  in  due  time^  without  distressing  tiie  people,  shsll 
make  adequate  ])rovi8ion  for  the  same :  and  whereas,  in  appointing  the  pay- 
ments for  the  said  fund,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be  called  for  the 
current  year,  both  on  account  of  thepresent  ease  of  paying  it^  and  to  reduce 
th6  surplus  in  circulation  ;  therefore, 

Jiesolved,  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respective 
quotas  of  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779,and  of'  6,000,000  of  dollars 
annually  tor  IB  years,  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  as  a  fund  lor  sinkin^^  the 
emissions  and  loans  of  these  United  States,  to  the  3Ist  ofDecember,  1778, 
inclusive: 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any  fur- 
ther emissions  necessary  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk  in  the  manner 
and  within  the  period  aforesaid  : 

That  any  of  the  Inlls  emitted  by  order  of  Congress,  prior  to  the.  year  1780, 
and  no  others,  be'  receitedin  payment  of  the  said  quotas : 

That  tiie  bills  received  on  the  said  quotas^  except  those  for  the  jdur  1779, 
be  applied  first  for  Ae  payment  of  the  mterest,  and  secondly,  for  the  princi- 
pal ot  loans  made  by  these  United  States  prior  to  the  vear  1780,  and  that  the 
residue,  together  with  those  received  on  the  quotas  of  the  year  177%  be  not 
,  re-issued  but  burned  and  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct.. 

And,  whereas,  many  countenieits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  bf  various 


* 
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^•MiDinatioM,  of  die  emissions  of  May  £0,  1777,  and  April  lt»  177%  ftod 
ctninterfeits  of  those  emissions  have  lately  been  issued  bjr  oor  enemies  at 

New -York,  and  ai'e  found  to  be  spreading  and  increasing  fast  in  various  parts 
of  thp<?e  United  State**,  whereby  individuH^s  are  defraufkd,  prices  eniianced* 
and  tlie  credit  of  the  paper  currency  ^l  eatly  injured  ;  and  it  is  become  neces- 
sary  for  the  security  individuals  and  sateiy  of  the  public,  that  those  two* 
emissions  should  cense  to  be  a  circilannw  medium,  and  should  be  called  in 
and  exchanged,  or  otherwise  provided  iur,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  conveni** 
ence  to  the  present  holders ;  thenfere, 

Metohedf  That  the  following  bills  lie  taken  out  of  eirenlattoD,  nameljr,  the 
whole  emissions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778 : 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  pirpose  in  the  manner  hereafter  providedt 
by  the  first  day  of  ione  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable : 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  treasury, 
and  into  the  state  treasuries  for  ooatinental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  June 
next : 

That  thej  be  received,  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the  continen- 
tal loan-offices,  cither  on  loan  or  to  l>e  exchanjred,  at  the  election  of  theowa- 
ers,  far  other  bills  ui  like  tenor,  to  beprovideil  ior  liiut  purpose  : 

That  the  biUs  lodged  in  the  said  offices  to  be  so  exchanged,  be  there  regis* 
Ufed,  and  indented  certificates  thereof  be  given  to  the  owners  by  the  respec* 
tive  commissioners  of  the  said  offices : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  treasury* 
bmrd  immediately  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  of  the  amount  of  tlie  bills 
received  in  their  respective  offices  to  be  exclianged  as  aforesaid,  and  that  pro- 
per bills  to  exchange  the  same  be  furnished,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
St  the  said  otiices,  within  sixty  days  from  and  after  tlie  said  first  day  of  June. 

That  the  first  mentioned  bills,  astiiey  are  brought  iiito  the  treasuries  and 
the  loan  offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  thronjjh  with  a  circular 
punch,  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  exammed  aud  burned,  as  (Juu« 
gresB  shatl  direct. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  actrcnlar  letter  to  the  states, 
to  accompany  the  foregoing  resolntions. 

MONDAY.  January  4,  1779. 
Mr.  W.  Shippen,  a  delegate  for  Pennsyivaniat  attended  and  took  his  seat 

in  Congress : 

On  motion,  Bfmlvtd,  That  a  coinmif  tee,  to  consist  of  a  member  from  each 
state,  be  appointed  to  apportion  tiie  quotas  of  ti>e  taxes  called  for  and  to  be 
paid  by  the  several  states  the  current  year,  for  redeeming  the  continental 
inIIs  of  credit  emitted  by  order  of  Congress :  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
'Whipple,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr*  CollinSt  Mr.  Root,  Mr«  Daane,  Mn  Scudder,  Mr. 
Setrle,  Mr.  M*K.ean,  Mr«  Paca»  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke»  Mr.  LanrenS}  and 
Mr.  Langworthy. 

Ordend^  That  the  committee  sit  on  this  bnsiness  this  afternoon,  and  re> 
Ifortto-morrov. 

TUESDAY,  January  5,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post- 
office  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr,  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read  :  W  hereupon, 

Mesolved,  That  Mods.  Fleury  be  iulurmed  that  Couj^ress  do  not  think  it 
proper  to  apply  to  the  minister  of  Fimoee  in  hu  behalf  though  they  should 
be  plesaed  with  has  continnanoe  in  the  service  ^  tbe  United  States,  if  he  can 
kiiaaeif  obtain  leave  for  that  purpose. 

A  memoriarfrom  Mons.  Oneil  was  rend,  making  a  tender  of  his  serrices, 
vid  desiring  to  be  employed  in  coant  Pulaiki^s  corpi :  Wherenpon, 
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jResolved,  That  Congress  hare  a  grateful  sense  of  the  offer  of  Mr.OiwU^ 
services^  but  that  they  cannot  accept  of  the  said  offer. 

A  letter,  of  the  27 tn  of  December,  from  major-general  Schuylery  was  read, 
representing,    that  the  attentioa  which  the  duties  of  his  office  required 

whilst  he  wfi<^  in  command,  left  him  no  leisure  to  pay  anv  to  his  private  affairs ; 
that  the  derangement  which  this  has  occ^isioiicd  was  greatly  augmented  by 
the  devastation  which  theenemj  committed  on  his  estate,  and  that  his  losses 
are  so  very  capital,  tliat  it  ii  a  duty  he  owes  to  his  family  to  devote  most 
of  his  future  time  to  attempt  a  re-establishment;  that  to  accomplish  this 
^vould  be  impossible  if  he  continued  in  public  life,  that  he  therefore  wishes 
to  retire,  and  most  respectluUy  entreats  Congress  to  accept  ot  his  resigiiatioB." 
A  motion  was  made,  that  his  resignation  oe  accepted ;  after  debate, 
JZetolverf,  That  the  farther  consideratioii  thereof  be  postponed. 
A  motion  was  mdoy  that  the  president  eonfer  witn  the  commander  in 
ehief  on  the  expediency  of  accepting  major-general  Schnyler's  resignationf 
and  report  his  written  answer  t  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Lo^elU  ^ 


IkuhHampMt,  Ur,  Wtnppk^ 

Frost, 

M/UMt'ttU'Bag,  Mr.  Geny, 


Comwcdcuif 


Hoken, 

Mr.  Ellcry, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

ikoot, 
Mr.  Jay. 

G.  Monii^ 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  m 

8cudder,  no\ 

Fell, 


no 


no 


So  it  passed. in  the  negative. 


Maryland^ 


6'.-  Carolina^ 


Geo/gu^ 


Mr.  Shippeob 

Atlee,  * 

Searle, 
Mr.  i'aca, 

Carmichael, 

Henrv, 
Mr.  F.  L.'Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 
Ifr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langwortfay, 


The  cpmmittee  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  which  the  several  states 
are  to  pay  of  the  15,000,000  of  dollar«*  recommended  to  be  raised  by  taxes  in 
iheye.ir  1779,  brought  in  a  report  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  'VUiit  the  several  states  raise  by  taxes  respectively  as  follows, 
for  their  quotas  ot  tlie  ld,000,UUU  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779  : 


New-H:ini  p  j<!  li  re,  500,000 

Mi«»achu8ctts-pay,  -  -  .  2,000,000 
JB3iode4sland  and  Provlvidence 

Plantations,       -  n  00,000 

Connecticut,        -      -      -  1,700,000 

New-York,          -      -      -  800,000 

NewJersey,      ,  .      .      .  800,000 

Pennqrlvania*     ...  1^900^000 


Dclu%\*are,  • 
Maryland, 
Virginia,  • 
North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia,      -  • 


2^,000 

1,090,000 
1,800,000 
0,000,000 


815,000^000 

JSMrad*  That  the  said  several  sums,  or  any  giieater  smns  which  shall  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  states^  into  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be  placed  to 
their  respective  credits  on  interest,  on  the  same  terms  as  are  set  forth  in 
^e  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  November  SSd,  1777. 

A  memorial  from  Sie  minister  of  France,  was  read,  respecting  snndry 
passages  in  two  news-papers,  annexed,  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow* 

WEDNESDAY,  January  6,  1779. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  laid  before  Congress  a  declaration  oi  that  state 
relative  to  the  confederatioa,  and  a  resolution  relative  to  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  treaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  tlie  United  States  of  Ame-. 
jica;  Whereupon,  a  moUon  wati  made,  after  debate^ 
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Ordi'vi'd,  That  tlie  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,  ot  this  day,  from  Thoiuas  Paine,  was  read  :  Whereupon,  « 

The  oitler  of  the  day  on  the  memorial  of  the  minister  of  Jb'rauce  was 
called  for,  and  the  suid  memorial  bein^  read :  . 

Ordm^  That  Mr.  John  Dunlap,  pnnter,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Faiiie«  attend 
inmediatel  J  at  the  bar  of  this  house* 

Mr.  John  Duolap  attending,  was  called  in,  and  tlie  news-papers  of  the  §d 
tad  5th  of  Januarv^  instantt  entitled,  "  Pennsylvania  Packet  or  General  Ad- 
vertiser," being  stewn  to  him>  he  was  asked  whether  he  was  the  pablisheri 
to  whicii  he  answered,  yes : 

He  was  then  asked  who  is  the  author  of  the  pieces  in  the  said  papers,  un- 
der the  title  '*  Common  Sense  to  the  public  on  Mr.  Deane's  affairs  to  whicb 
he  answered,  Mr.  Thomas  Paine:  he  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Thomas  Paine  attending,  was  called  in,  and  being  asked  if  he  was  the 
author  of  tlie  pieces  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  or  Geneial  Advertiser  of 
January  2d  and  5th,  1779 ,  under  tne  title  Common  Sense  to  the  public  on 
Mr.  Deane's  affairs he  answered  that  he  was  the  author  of  those  pieces :  he 
vu  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

THURSDAY,  January  7,  1779. 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  a  delegate  of  Yiiginia,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 

Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  which  was  under  de- 
bate yesterday.    And  the  following  set  ol  resolutions  were  moved: 

That  all  tlie  laie  publications  in  the  Cieneral  Advertiser,  printed  by  John 
punlap,  relative  to  American  foreign  atliiis,  are  ill  judged,  premature  and 
indiscreet,  and  that  as  they  luust  in  general  be  founded  on  very  partial  do- 
cttments,  and  consequently  depend  much  on  co(yecture>  thej  ought  not  bj 
ta^  means  to  be  considered  as  justly  authenticated* 

That  Congress  never  ha:^  ^iven  occasieo  for^or  sanctioB  to,  any  of  the  said 
publications  t 

That  Congress  never  has  receiTed  any  species  of  militarj  stores  as  a  pre- 
sent from  the  court  of  France,  or  from  any  other  court  or  persons  in  Europe : 

That  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  for  his  imprudence  o«o;ht  immediately  to  be  nis- 
roissed  IVom  his  office  of  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreitrn  atlkiifl,  and 
the  said  committee  are  directed  to  dismiss  liim  accordingly,  and  to  take  such 
iurther  steps  relative  to  his  misapplication  of  public  papers  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary. 

In  amendment,  and  as  a  substitute  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  set  of 
^lutions  was  moved : 

Whereas,  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  afiaira, 
has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Packet  of  January  Sd,  1779,  under  the  title  of  Common  Sense  to  the  public 
<>n  Mr.  Oeane's  affiur8,in  which  is  the  following  paragraph,  viz*  **If  Mr. 
Deane  or  anj  other  ^ntteraan  will  procure  an  order  from  Congress  to  inspect 
an  account  in  roy  oflice,  or  any  of  Mr.  Deane's  friends  in  Congress  will 
take  the  trouble  of  coming  themselves,  1  will  give  him  or  them  my  at  ten-' 
dance,  and  shew  them  in  hand  writinir,  wliich  Mr.  Deane  is  well  acquainted 
^*th,  that  the  supplies  he  so  puinpuuisly  [iluaics  himself  upon  were  promised 
•ad  engaeed,  and  that,  as  a  present,  before  he  even  arrived  in  France ^  and 
^  part  that  fell  to  Mr.  Deane  was  only  to  see  it  done,  and  bow  he  has  per- 
lormed  that  service  the  public  are  now  acquainted  with.''  The  last  paragrapb 
in  the  account  b  ''upon  Mr.  Deane's  arrival  in  France  the  business  went 
iatshis  hands,  and  the  aids  were  at  length  embariLod  in  the  Amphitrite, 
Mercury  and  Seme."  And,  whereas,  the  said  Thomas  Psine  hath  also  ac- 
l^nowledged  liimself  to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  in  the  succeeding  Packet  of 
^^uary  5th,  1779|  under  the  same  title,  in  which  is  the  foUowing  paiagrapb, 
Vol.  IU*  23 
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to  wit,  *'anfl  in  the  second  instance,  that  tliose  who  are  now  her  allies,  pre- 
faced that  ailiance  by  an  early  and  ^enerouii  friendship,  yet  that  we  might 
rioi  attribute  too  much  to  human  or  auxiliary  aid,  so  unfortunate  were  these 
su|i|)liea,  that  only  one  ship  out  of  tlie  tliree  arrived;  the  Mercury  and  beine 
fell  into  the  band* of  the  enemy:" 

Resolved,  That  the  insinuation  contained  in  the  said  publications,  that  the 
supplies  sent  to  America  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine  and  Mercury  were  a  pre- 
sent from  France,  is  untrue: 

That  the  publications  abore  recited  tend  to  impose  upon,  mislead  and  d^ 
ceiTethe  puolics 

That  the  attempt  of  the  said  Thomas  Paine  to  authenticate  the  said  false 
insinuations,  bj  refeniiM;  to  papers  in  the  office  pf  the  committee  of  foreign 
aJ&irs,  is  an  abuse  of  orace : 

That  the  said  Thomas  Paine  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  dismissed  from  his  said 
office. 

A  third  set  of  resolutions  was  moved  as  an  amendment  and  substitute  to 

the  two  foregoing  sets,  viz. 

That  Congress  are  deeply  concerned  at  the  imprudent  publication  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  rf3n\mittee  of  foreign  affairs,  referred  to  bj 
the  minister  of  France  in  his  menuji  ial  of  the  5th  instant,  and  are  ready  to 
adopt  any  measure  consistent  witii  good  policy  and  tlieir  own  honor,  for  cor- 
recting any  assertions  or  insinuations  in  the  said  publications,  derogatory  to 
the  honor  of  the  court  of  France: 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  said  memorial  and  para- 
graphs referred  to,  that  they  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  lieu  pf  the  whole,  the  following  resolution  was  moved  as  a  substitute,  viz. 
*  Whereas,  exceptionable  passages  have  appeared  in  Mr.  Dunlap's  Penn- 

glvania  Packet,  of  the  3d  and  5th  instant,  under  the  character  or  Comrooa 
liise;  and  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affiiir8,be- 
inKcailed  before  Congress,  avowed  his  being  the  author  of  those  publications: 
Metolved,  That  Thomas  Paine  be  summoned  to  appear  before  Congress  at 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  be  informed  what  those  exceptionable  pas- 
sages are,  and  called  upon  to  explain  and  to  shew  by  what  authority  he  made 
t>iose  publications,  in  order  that  Congress  may  take  proper  measures  relative 
thereto. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  on  the  last  amend inent  ;  Whereupon, 
the  sense  of  the  house  was  taken»  whether , the  previous  question  is  in  order 
on  an  amendment : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  in  order. 

On  the  question  to  substitute  the  last  resolution  as  au  amendment  to  the 
whole,  the  yeas  ami  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


JSew-Hampshire,  Mi-.  Wiiipplc, 
Mamhtto-Baiff,  Mr.  Gmr, 

LoveU 


Hhocie-Jelaiul, 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Colfins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
'  Duane, 
G.  Monuj, 

Mr;  WiUierspoon,  m 
Scuddcr,  no 
FoU,  no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative^ 


Pemuylvmtia,    Mr.  Rubcrdcauy 

Atlee, 


S.'CaroUna^ 


Scarie, 
Mr.  M'Keai^ 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Mr,  T.  Adma, 
F.  r..  Lee, 
M-  Sniiiii, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
HutBon, 
Mr,  IrfADgvittCby^ 


ay 
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FRIDAY,  January  8,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  Thomas  Faine,  was  read,  bj  w  hich  he  resigns' 
his  office  ui  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  and  in  which  are 
the  ^lowiQe  words,  **  finding  by  the  journals  ofthis  house  of  yesterday  that 
I  am  not  to  be  heard."  &c*  Wbereupon, 

A  member  desired  to  be  inforiiied  now  Mr.  Paine  had  acauired  that  know- 
ledge, and  the  aecretarj  was  deaired  to  inform  the  house  wtiether  Mr.  Paine 
liad  access  to  the  jonmal ;  the  secretary  answered,  '*  that  Mr.  Paine  had  not 
seen  the  journal  of  yesterday,  nor  had  any  other  person  had  access  to  it 
since  the  last  adjournment,  as  he  bad  taken  it  home  last  night,  and  brought 
it  with  him  to  Confess  this  miming,  so  that  even  the  clerks  in  the  office  ^ 
had  not  seen  the  minutes  of  yesterday,  and  that  since  the  last  adjournment 
he  had  not  seen  Mr.  Paine,  nor  communicated  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
to  any  person  whatever. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  com- 
wittec  of  foreign  affairs,  be  directed  iiiunediately  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  this 
house,  to  answer  to  certain  questions  respecting  the  contents  of  his  letter  to 
ibe  president  of  Congress  of  this  da  v. 

After  debate,  a  substitute  was  moved  as  follows  : 

Thtt  the  members  of  Congress  be  separately  examined  by  the  president 
on  their  honour,  whether  they  have  communicated  the  resolutions  of  yester- 
day to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  and  if  so,  in  what  manner  they  have  made  such  ' 
representation. 

After  debate,  Trhen  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Laurens  arose 
and  declared  that  he  had  informed  Mr.  Paine  that  a  motion  had  been  made 
for  hearing  him  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock,  which  had  been  seconded,  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken  thereon,  and  passed  in  the  negative :  and 
that  he  referred 'him  to  Mr.  Thomson  for  a  sight  of  the  journals,  which  woul(i 
inform  hitn  n^ore  certainly,  and  be  was  persuaded  Mr.  Thomson  would  readiljr. 
&liow  the  journal. 

SATURDAY,  Jmrnary  9»  1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Oriendf  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  receive  the  billtfof  the  emission 
oTMay  20, 1777,  and  AprH  1 1, 177B,  in  payment  for  lottery  ticket*. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  $  "Wnereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  battalion  consisting  of  600  men,  properly  officered,  be 
forthwith  raised  on  continental  establishment  in  Virginia,  for  the  space  of 
one  year  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment,  unless  sooner  discharged,  under 
the  direction  of  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state,*  who  are  hereby  cm- 
powered  to  ap])oint  the  officers  of  the  said  battalion  out  of  those  of  the.  Vir- 
ginia line,  who  have  been  left  out  of  the  late  arranj::;ement  of  the  continental 
army,  as  far  as  their  numbers  will  reach:  the  regiment  to  consist  of  one 
lieutenant-colonel  commandant  and  captain,  one  major  and  captain,  six 
captains,  one  captain-lieutenant,  seven  lieutenanir,,  nine  ensigns,  one  sur-* 
goon,  one  surgeon's-mate,  eight  companies  of  To  men  each,  including  cor- 
porals, three  sergeants,  one  drum  and  one  fife  to  each  company : 

That  these  troops  be  stationed  at,  and  not  removed  (except  to  such  dis-» 
tances  as  the  duty  of  the  post  may  require)  from  the  barracks  in  Albemarle  • 
countj,  as  guards  ovei^tne  convention  troons ;  that  they  receive  the  usuaL 
W  ^f.thje  continental  army,  and  a  suit  of  clothes  as  a  bounty  to  each  non" 
commissioned  officer  and  private : 

That  as  soon  as  the  saia  regiment  shall  be  so  far  completed  as  to  be  able 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  post,  the  milttia  now  in  the  service  there  be  discharged. 

A  mpmorial  from  colonel  Hausegger  was  read  :  whereupon,  a  report  of  the 
bmi  oi  war  of  September  18tb,  was  taken  into  consideration  i  and»  thereupon^ 
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ill"  ^  ^  ^         ^  ^ 

Resolved^  That  the  commissary -genera!  of  prisonrts  be  fmni'^hecJ  with 

money*  from  time  to  time,  bv  the  board  of  treasury,  i\)v  tiie  purpose  of  sub- 
sisting the  officers  anil  s<»blifrs  ot  ihe  United  States  w  hile  in  captivity  and  in 
tlie  actual  possession  <.t  the  eneniv,  and  to  accommodate  tbeniwith  sullii  ii'nt 
sums,  on  accouut,  to  dcituj  llieir  Uaveiiing  expenses  lu  Liicir  liouic:)  ui  le- 
g;iments : 

That  the  accounts  of  all  prisonetn  who  shall  hereafter  be  released  from 
captivity,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  due  to  then/while  in  the  actual  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  be  received  and  adjusted  by  the  said  commissary- 
seaeral,  who,  after  chargtoo;  them  with  the  moneys  he  shall  have  supplied  to 
tnern,  shall  certify  the  sums  due  thereon  to  the  pay-master  general,  the  deputy 
pay-master  'general  of  any  military  departiiyjiit,  or  pay-master  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  foe  the  priscmers  respec- 
tively, which  sums  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  pavm  i-ici^  uit'>n  warrants  to  be 
given  for  the  same,  as  u«?ual  for  oUier  payinent^  made  oy  them  : 

That  the  accounts  of  all  prisoners  hereioiore  released  from  captivity  for 
tiieir  pa^  and  subsistence,  while  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  enemy,  and 
of  all  pnsoners  whatsoever*  for  all  matters  previous  and  subsequent  t£ereto, 
be*  and  they  are  hereby>  directed  to  be  settled  by  the  commissioners  of  ac* 
counts  at  xamp,  or  those  where  Congress  shall  »it,  according  to  the  con- 
veniencc  of  the  prisoners  respectively,  each  board  communicating  their  set- 
tlements to  the  other,  to  prevent  mal-practices  or  mistakes:  . 

That  all  officers,  while  ihf^y  rnntinue  prisoners  on  parole,  shall  receive 
their  pay  and  subsistence  ol  the  pay-master  general  or  deputy  pay-master 
general  of  the  department  in  or  nearest  to  which  they  reside,  by  warrant  from 
the  coiniiKinder  m  chief  or  c^cneral  ofticer  commanding  in  the  department. 
Of  of  the  pay-master  of  tl\e  boind  oi  war  and  ordaaace,  by  warrant  from  the 
board;  these  subordinate  pay-masters  to  transmit  accounts  montlily  to  the 
pay-master  general  of  all  such  payments: 

^  That,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  officers  and  soldiers  released  from  cap- 
tivity, on  tbmr  way  homey  or  to  join  their  regiments,  the  said  commissary- 
general  of  prisoners,  and  commtssifliiers  of  accounts  respectively,  in  settling 
the  accounts  aforesaid,  make  an  allowance  of  one  day's  pay  and  rations  for 
every  twenty  miles  such  ofrirers  and  soldiers  had  or  have  to  travel  to  their 
homes,  in  case  ol  the  expiration  of  tbeir  time service, or  release  oaparoie* 
or  if  otliei  wise,  to  join  their  regiments  ; 

That  the  pay-master  general  and  otiier  persons,  having  already  paid  or 
advanced  moiie|a  to  prisoners,  send  accounts  tiiereof  immediately  to  the 
aforesaid  commissioners  of  accounts : 

That  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners  be  allowed  a  clerk  to  enable 
him  t9  perform  the  extra  duty  above  assigned  to  him,  to  assist  In  the  usual 
business  of  his  d^rtmeat,  and  perform  we  duties  and  receive  the  pay  and 
rations  of  a  deputy  commissary  of  pnsoners. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  brigadiers,  when,  by  unanimoua 
consent, 

Colonel  Hogan  was  put  in  nomination  as  a  brigadier  for  the  North -Caroli- 
na troops  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  col.  Sumner,  col,  Uogaiiy  and  col. 
Huge r,  were  elected  brigadiers. 

Resulutd,  That  a  brigadier  he  elecLed  for  the  Maryland  troops  : 

Cokmel  M.  Gist  being  numinated  by  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, by  general  cmiseat. 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  col.  M. 
Gist  was  elected. 

The  boa*  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  rose  in  his  place 
to  remark  on  a  paragraph  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  of  this  day,  w  hich  be 
CMfieived  mig^t  mak^  unfavorable  ii^pressions  against  him,  and  in  the  course 
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of  his  observations  on  the  said  pfttijn'aph,  related  some  things  which  he  had, 
he  said,  mentioned  in  CoD|;ms  at  Yorlc-town^  which  tend  to  raise  a  suspi- 
cion of  fraudulent  proceedings  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  by  the  house  • 
of  Willing,  Mnrris,  &  Co.  or  Willinj^  &  Morris  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  member  be  requested  to  reduce  the  above  relation 
to  writing  and  Iny  it  on  the  ta!>lp. 

Conjrress  resumed  the  conbideration  of  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from  Thomas  . 
Paine;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  determination  of  the  question  of  the  7th  instant,  for 
sobstitu ting  the  last  ainciidment  in  licu  ot  all  the  sets  of  resolutions  moved 
prior  to  it,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  bj  Mr.  G.  Morris,  did 
not  imply,  nor  can  it  be  justly  constrned  to  imply,  that  Congress  had  deter* 
ntned  tliat  Mr*  'Xlioiiias  raine  was  not  to  be  heard. 

MONDAY.  Janttor^  11,  1779. 

A  memorial  dated  the  10th  instant,  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister 
pkatpotentiary  of  France,  was  read  : 
mknd.  That  the  sukjeet  under  debate  on  Thursday  last  be  immediately 

taken  into  consideration. 
On  the  question  to  substitute  the  third  set  of  resolutions  in  lieu  of  the  two 

foregoinir,  pas^^ed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  substitute  the  second  set  of  resolutions  in  the  room  of 
the  first,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  tirst  resolution  in  the  second  set  was  then  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Laurens  luiving  reduced  to  writing  the  lehitiou  he  gave  to  Conq;ress 
on  Saturday  iaat»  readithe  same  in  lib  place,  and  laid  it  on  tlic  table  aecurd- 
iog  to  order. 

TUESDAY,  Jaatmri^  I2t  1779. 

Retolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical  committee :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Bnrke  and  Mr.  T.  Adams. 

Whereas  it  may  happen,  that  a  part  of  the  moneys  paid  for  the  months  of 
September,  OctoMr,  and  November,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States,  for  their  pay  and  subsistence,  may  be  of  the  emissions  of  the  £Oth  of 
^iay,  1777,  and  the  1 1th  of  April,  1778: 

Resoived,  That  in  such  case  the  pay-master  general  and  p.iy-masters  of  the 
respective  departments  be  directed  to  exchanire  such  inoiiev^,  to  the  end  that 
thesaid  officers  ant)  soldiers  ue  not  deprived  uftlie  use  ot  the  same*  ^ 

Congress  resumed  the  ctmsideratiou  of  tlic  publications  in  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Packet,  of  the  2d  and  oili  instant,  luidtT  the  title  of  Comnum  Sense  ta 
the  public,  on  Mr.  Deane's  atfair.s,  of  wliicli  Mi-.  Fhouias  Paine,  secretary  to 
the  committee  of  foreign  aiVairs,  has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author  ; 
and  also  the  memorials  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Prance,  of  the  5th 
aidlOdiinst*  respecting  the  said  publications;  Whereupon, 

MtKiUfed^  unoKiiMUsbff  That  in  answer  to  tlie  memorials  of  the  hon.  sieur 
Gerard,  minister  pleQi|>otentiary  of  bis  most  Chnstian  majesty,  of  the  5tfa 
and  10th  inst.  the  president  be  directed  to  assure  the  said  minister^  that 
Congress  do  fuUy»  in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  manner,  disavow  the 
publications  referred  to  in  his  said  memorials;  and  as  they  are  convinced 
by  indisputable  evidence,  that  the  supplies  shipped  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine, 
and  Mercury  were  not  a  present,  and  tliat  his  most  Cluistian  majesty,  the 
?rpat  and  generous  ally  of  these  United  States,  did  not  prefarc  his  alliance 
with  any  «iiippHp«i  wliiitt  vcr  sent  to  America,  so  they  have  not  an  niori/ed  the 
writer  of  the  said  pul^lii  ations  to  make  any  such  assertions  as  are  contained 
tliereu;^  but  on  the  contrary  do  hij^hiy  disapprove  of  the  same. 
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WKDNEDAY.  January  13»  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idth  of  December*  from  lieutenant  Jobn  Honghkirk,  was 
read,  desiring;  leave  to  reeign : 

Ordered,  That  hh  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolvcdy  That  the  committee  of  the  treasury  be.  authorized  to  contract  with 

S roper  persons  for  signin*;;  bills  of  CF'edit,an(l  alloNv  such  as  shall  be  approved 
y  Congress  and  engage  for  twelve  months,  &  sum  not  exceeding  four  dollars 
per  thousand  for  each  signer. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that{the  followine;  French  gentlemen  having  serr- 
ed  aa  volunteers  in  col.  Armand'a  corps  with  much  reputation,  as  appears  bj 
tiie  certificate  of  col.  Armandy  and  the  recommendations  of  the  marquis  & 
la  Fayette  and  others,* are  now  about  to  return  to  France,  and  therefore  re- 
commend that  brevets  be  granted  to  Uumu  under  the  exception  in  the  reso- 
lution against  granting  brevets  except  to  officers  in  the  line,  or  in  cases  of 
merit,  viz. 

To  Mons.  le  chevalier  de  Tren«  »n,  the  brevet  of  captain  : 

To  Messrs.  Verdle,  AlUin,  de  Maja^uam,  Briffauft.  de  Laiimo,  Ic  Tour- 
Tieau,  le  Fievre,  and  the  chexalu  r  de  FoutevieUj  tlie  brevets  of  lieutenants 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States* ; 

Resolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Besolved,  That  the  sum  of  400  dollars  be  paia  to  each  of  those  gentlemen^ 
to  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  voyage  to  France. 

Another  I'^i't  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Jlesolved^  That  Mons.  John  Barnard  de  Murnand  be  appointed  a  major 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  take  rank  as  such  frt»m  the  1st  day  of  March  last, 
and  t'^  receive  pny  and  subsistence  from  the  1st  day  of  KebruRry  last,  the 
latter  being;  the  luue  lie  was  employed  by  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  for- 
mer the  time  he  was  directed  bv  the  commander  in  chief  to  act  as  major. 

Kisolvi'd,  That  the  resignation  of  col.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  of  the  4tli 
New-York,  regiment,  be  J^ccepted  : 

Ordered,  Inat  the  president  inform  eol.  H.  B.  .Livingston  that  Congress 
have  a  high  sense  of  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

Restdved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  December,  respecting  colonel 
Hartley^s  regiment,  be  re-considered,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  it  be  resolved 
as  follows :  < 

Resolved,  That  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by  col.  Patton,  (captain 
M*Lane,  hi*^  e;nbalterns  and  men  raided  in  the  Delaware  state  excepted,)  and 
the^indepenth  lit  compAnies  raised  in  Pennsylvania  and  afterwards  annexed 
to  col.  Malcolm's  regiment,  be  incorporated  with  col.  Hartley's  regiment; 
the  whole  to  form  a  complete  battalion  upon  the  new  establishment,  and  be 
added  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  as  the  llth  regiment  of  that  state;  that  the 
several  officers  be  arranged  6y  the  board  of  war,  and  enjoy  their  rank  ac« 
cording  to  their  commissions  or  appointments  respectively. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  circular  letter  to  the  states  reported 
by  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

We  cannot  review  the  progress  of  tlie  revolution  which  has  given  free- 
dom to  America,  witliout  admiring  the  goodness,  and  gratefully  acknow« 
ledging  the  interposition  of  Divine  Providence. 

()ppressed  by  the  prince  who  ought  to  have  exerted  himself  for  our  protection^ 
and  suddenly  calleti  upon  to  repel  his  unprovoked  invasion,  witliout  arms  or 
ammunition,  w  ithout  uiilitary  discipline  or  permanent  finances,  without  an  cs- 
tiblished  government,  or  allies,  enfeebled  by  habitual  attachments  to  our  very 
enemies,  we  were  precipitated  into  all  the  expensive  operations  incident  to 
a  state  of  war  with  one  of  the  most  formidable  nations  on  earth.  Thus  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  with  wants^  difficultiesi  and  dangers ;  notwithstanding 
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the  internal  wealth  of  our  country,  iinmeiliate  taxation  was  impracticable. 
And  for  the  same  reason,  and  a  share  of  ill  succe«?  at  ditlt  rcnt  periods,  we 
could  not  hope  either  at  buwe  ur  abroad  to  borrow  inonej  to  supply  our  exi- 
gencies. 

Humbly  relying: on  the  favor  of  Heaven  in  a  rigliteous  cause,  and  confiding 
in  the  justice  and  intrepidity  of  our  injured  fellow -citizens,  we  Ctom  neces* 
sitT  embraced  the  expedient  of  emitting  paper  monej  oh  the  faith  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  an  expedient  which  had  often  been 
successfully  practised  in  separate  states,  while  we  were  subjected  to  British 
domioation.  The  implacable  vengeance  with  which  we  have  been  pursued 
has  compelled  us  to  the  most  strenuous  and  unremitted  efforts.  Large  is* 
«iies  of  money  were  of  consequence  indispensably  necessary,  and  the  paper 
currency  multiplied  beyond  what  was  competent  for  the  purposes  of  a  cir- 
culating medium.  This  alone  could  not  fail  to  discredit  it  in  some  degree  : 
the  arts  of  an  unprincipled  enemy  have  increased  tiie  mischief.  In  despair 
of  subduing  the  free  spirits  of  America  by  the  force  of  arms  or  intrigues  of 
nevotiatiuu,  as  their  last  effort  the^  have  had  recourse  to  fraud.  Their  emi- 
sanes  have  been  employed  m  variety  of  artifices  to  debase  our  monej»  and 
to  raise  the  price  of  commodities.  The  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  peo* 
plebavebeen  alarmed  by  misrepresentations,  while  our  enemies  of  the  high- 
sst  rank  have  not  hesitated  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit  and  disperse 
them  through  the  United  States. 

Such  being  the  embarrassments  which  interrupt  a  free  circulation  of  our 
paper  money,  they  loudly  call  for  a  remedy,  and  Congress,  from  a  regard  to 
|ood  faith,  to  private  justice,  and  to  public  safety,  are  bound  to  apply  it. 
Happily, by  a  combination  of  auspicious  events,  every  obstacle  is  removed, 
and  the  means  jilaced  within  our  reach.  Those  hostile  armies  which  attempt- 
ed to  eudlave  u:^,  no  longer  formidable,  are  wasted  and  dispersed.  Our  in-^ 
de^ndence  is  established  on  a  firm  bask.  Our  respective  governments, 
which  compose  the  union,  are  settled  and  in  the  vigorous  exercise  of  uncon- 
tnmled  aunioritj.  An  alliance  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  is  formed  with 
one  of  the  greatest  nations  on  earth  ;  and  freed  in  a  iiigh  degree  from  ex- 
ternal assaults*  we  have  leisure  to  direct  our  attention  to  economy  and  our 
icsources  to  support  the  public  credit. 

To  raise  the  value  of  our  paper  money  and  to  redeem  it,  will  not,  we  are 
persuaded,  be  iliiVicult,  nor  to  check  and  defeat  the  pernicious  currency  of 
counterteits  impracticable  ;  both  require  afar  less  share  ol  jiubiic  virtue  and 
public  vigilance  than  have  distinguished  this  arduous  coTUlicl. 

Without  public  inconvenience  or  private  distress,  the  uhole  of  the  debt 
incurrred  in  paper  emissions  to  this  day  may  be  cancelled  by  taxes;  It  may 
be  cancelled  m  a  period  so  limited  as  must  leave  the  possessor  of  llie  bilta 
satisfied  with  his  security,  and  if  by  a  continuance  of  the  war,  the  public 
ttrrice  should  demand  further  emissions,  they  too  may  be  cancelled  within 
the  same  period  ;  it  being  evident  that  our  ability  to  sustain  a  tax  must  in- 
crease in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation. 

The  danger  from  Counterfeits  can  only  be  avoi<!ed  by  callins;  in  and  ex- 
changing  the  emissions,  which  have  chietly  suttVi  td  bv  th;it  species  of  fraud. 
To  publish  the  marks  of  detection  and  still  to  leave  the  true  bills  current  will 
not  be  prudent,  as  it  must  alford  an  opportunity  of  correcting  defects  and 
wating  more  securely. 

To  defend  the  emission  intended  for  the  exchange  irom  counterfeit,  the 
^tron^est  guards  will  be  devised,  and  it  is  expectcS  that  the  marks  of  au- 
Ikenticity  will  be  so  obvious,  and  the  difficulty  of  successful  imitation  so* 
SKAt,  as  to  discourage  the  attempt  or  elude  its  effects. 

Upon  those  weighty  considerations  Congress  have  agreed  to  the  annexed 
'^utuHiSy  and  recommend  them  to  the  immediate  atteutioAof  (he  respective 


Digitized  by  Google 


ia4  JOURNALS  QB  CO^fGRSSfl,  1779. 


lej^UUlut  es  of  the  UaUcd  Sutes,  to  theer.J  that  Uvvs  lua^  be  euacted  to  give 
them  the  most  speedy,  decisive,  and  effectual  oncration. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  af  treasnrj  extract  from  the  journal  all  the  rcso- 
Intions  relative  to  finance,  which  are  proper  to  be  sent  to  the  several  states, 
and  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan  ufllces,  and  lay  the  same  before 
Congress,  in  order  that  they  may  be  published. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  lion.  Mr.  Lewis  be  requested  fo  reduce  to 
writing  and  !;iy  on  the  table,  the  conversiif  ion  between  liim  and  the  h(Mi.Mr- 
Laurens,  on  the  subject  hiid  bctore  the  house  in  writing  by  Mr.  Laurens  on 
the  1 1th  instant,  and  also  to  reduce  to  writing  and  lay  on  tlie  table  all  he 
kiiuvv^  reijpccting  the  matter  which  was  tiie  subject  of  Uiat  conversation. 

THURSDAY,  Jtmuarif  14,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mens.  Gerard*  was  read : 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S«  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Jay,  to  m  hoin  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  7th  of  De- 
ctftmber,  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 

consideration  :  and  thereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas  it  Ikis  been  lepr  p^onted  to  this  house  by  the  hon.  sicur  Gerard, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Fiance,  thai  "  it  in  pretentled  t)ie  United  ►'states 
have  preserved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great -Britain  S(  parateiy  from 
their  ally,  as  long  as  Great-Britain  siiall  not  have  declared  war  agains^  the 
kin^  his  master  therefore, 

Resolved,  vmnimouslut  That  as  neither  France  or  these  United  States  mar 
of  right,  so  these  United  States  will  not  conclude  either  tmce  or  peace  with 
the  common  enemy,  without  the  formal  consent  of  their  ally  first  obtained, 
and  that  any  matters  or  things  which  may  be  insinuated  or. asserted  to  the 
contrary  thereof  tend  to  the  injury  and  dishonor  of  the  said  statfss. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  the  bills  to  be  emitted  for  exchanginir 'Others,  agreeable  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  s2d  instant,  or  ftu*  supporting  the  war  the  ensuing  year, 
be  of  the  following  denoininatiuaS)  viz.  65,  60,  55,  50,  45,  40,  3j,  30,  £0,  8» 
7,  5,  4,  3,  2,  1,  dollars  ; 

That  50,000,400  dollars  beeuiitted/or  the  purpi>ses  aboveniQutioned,  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  U  r;,280  bills  of  credit  of  each  of  the 
denominations  aforesaid,  which  are  to  be  severally  numbered  from  one  pro- 
gressively : 
That  the  form  of  the  Inlls  be  as  follows: 
N.  dollars.   The  bearer  is  entitled  to  receive  Spanish 

Ipilled  dollars,  or  an  equal  sum  in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  fesolution 
of  Congre-^  <vf  the  14th  of  January,  1779." 

That  each  <»f  tiie  said  bills  t)e  nnni!nM'ed  and  sii:iie<1  by  two  persons  : 
That  the  faith  of  tlie  tliii  Ict  u  I' in  ted  J^tates  be  pledged  for  the  redemption 
^f  such  bills  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1779,  agreeably  to  the  reso- 
lutions aforesaid : 

That  for  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  said  bills,  new  stamps  with 
V  additional  checks  be  jprovided»  and  a  snfficient  number  of  proof  sheets  ttrucky 
and  sent;  with  the  signatures  of  each  signer,  to  the  amemblies  of  the  respec- 
tive states,  to  be  lodged  by  them  under  proper  regulations  in  public  offices  in 
the  several  counties,  towns,  and  districts^  for  the  k>enefit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  fake  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  measures  for  publishing  the  resolutions  of  tiic  2d  instant,  in  their 
several  counties,  towns,  and  districts,  and  for  i ncciurui^in^  the  wealthy  inha- 
bitants thereof  to  unite  in  astastingthe  indigent,  by  exchanging,  without  dis- 
count, bilU  in  tlieir  p^i^bessiuu  of  the  emissionin  of  May      1777,  and  April 
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FRIDAY.  Jmtuartf  15, 1779. 

The  hon.  Mn  Lewis  having  reduced  to  writing  the  Sttbetance  of  the  con< 
Tersttioo  between  him  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  on  the  subject  laid  before 
the  house  in  writing  by  Mr.  Laurens  on  the  11th  instant,  and  also  what  he 
knows  respecting  the  matter  which  was  the  subject  of  that  coDversatioBi  laid 
the  same  un  the  table  according  to  order. 
At  tlie  request  of  Mr.  Laurens, 
Ordered,  That  he  be  furnished  with  a  copy  thereof. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Eliery,  and  Mr.  Drayton, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  S6th  of  November  last  from  Mons.  de 
Frsncey,  having  broa^tin  a  report,  the  same  was  taken  into  consideratioiis 
and  thereupon, 

JUaalvedf  That  according  to  tiie  agreement  entered  into  with  Mr.  de  - 
Francey,  agent  of  Mons.  de  Beaumarchais,  at  York,  on  the  7th  day  of  April, 
1778,  remittance  should  be  made  with  all  conTenient  despatch  to  the  said 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais. 

Resolved,  That  the  requisition  of  Mr.  de  Francey,  in  his  letter  of  the  28th 
of  November  last,  is  reasonable,  and  that  3000  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  on  ac- 
count of  these  United  btuies,  be  purchased,  to  be  laden  oo  board  the  ships 
mentioned  in  the  said  letter. 
Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  de  Beanmarchms: 
8in,  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America^  sennble  of  your 
exertions  in  their  fovoar,  present  jou  with  their  thanks,  and  assure  you  of 
I  their  regard. 

;     They  lament  the  incouTeniencies  you  have  suffered  by  the  great  advaicea 

'  made  in  support  of  these  states.  Circumstances  have  prevented  a  com- 
pliance with  their  wishes,  hut  they  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures  ill 
their  power  to  discharge  the  debt  due  to  you. 

The  liberal  s( utiments  and  extensive  views  which  alone  could  dictate  a 
conductlike  your;*,  are  conspicuous  in  your  actions  and  adorn  your  character. 
While  with  great  talents  you  s«rved  your  prince,  you  have  gained  the  esteem 
of  this  infant  republic  and  will  receive  the  merited  applahseof  a  new  wwld* 

By  order  of  Conmss* 

SATURDAY,  January  16,  1779. 
The  hoard  of  treasury  having  considered  a  letter  from  the  commissioners 
I  of  accounts  in  tlie  northern  department  of  the  12tli  of  NoYember,and  ano- 
ther of  tlie  99th  of  December  last,  report. 

That  Eleazer  Wales  and  Edward  Chin,  esqrs.  two  of  the  commissioners 
of  accounts  in  the  northern  department,  continue  their  office  at  Albauy  until 
Ist  of  April  next,  and  then  repair  with  their  buuks  and  papers  to  the 
hoard  of  treasury ;  and  that  John  Wells,  esq.  be  informed  that  his  immediate 
>tteadanc^  is  necessary  in  the  chamber  of  accounts : 
•   J^esolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

i^eso^Md,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  be  authorized  to  direct 
the  treasurer  to  exchange,  for  any  officers  entrusted  with  public  money  by 
the  United  States,  such  part  thereof  not  havino;  been  expended  by  him  as  he 
shall  declare  on  oath  to  l3e  in  his  possession  in  bills  of  the  emissions  of  Maj 

20tii,  1777,  and  Apni  1 1th,  1778. 
,  rhe  committee  on  the  treasury,  who  were  directed  to  extract  from  the 
joornalsthe  several  rebolutions  respecting  finance,  in  order  that  they  may  be 


^es  of  each  be  strack  off$  and  that  the  circular^  letter  to  the  statea  be 
V«L.UL  ^ 
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signed  by  the  preaid^ntf  with  such  a  directieo  or  preface  as  he  shall  jadge 
proper ;  that  after  the  word  Georgia  in  the  apportionment  of  the  15»000,000 
to  be  raised  bj  the  states  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  the  5th,  be  inserted 
the  following  words,  "being  invaded  is  hereafter  to  raiie  her  proportion.'' 
Besolvedy  That  Congress  ap^ree  to  the  report. 

Cong^resB  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  Thomas  Paioe ;  Where- 
upon, a  motion  was  made, 

That  Mr.  Tliomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  afiairs,  be 
dismissed  from  oltice. 

To  wlach  an  amendment  was  oftered  as  asubstitutc  in  the  followinfj  words  : 

**  That  Thomas  Paine  be  directed  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  this  house  on 
Monday  next,  at  1  i  o'clock,  to  answer  whether  he  had  anj  direction  or  ^er< 
nkiaiioii  UrOiB  the  committee  of  foreign  aflfoirs,  for  the  publicatioiu  of  which, 
he  confessed  himself  to  be  the  author  when  he  was  before  the  house  on  the 
6th  daj  of  January  lasf 

Another  amendment  was  moved  as  i  substitute  to  botii  the  foregoing  prO" 
positions  in  the  words  following : 

*'  Whereas  Congress  were  about  to  proceed  a{;ainst  Thomas  Paine,  secre- 
tary to  the  commif  tee  of  foreij^n  affairs,  for  certain  publications  and  letters  ss 
being  inconsistent  with  his  o^clal  character  and  duty,  when  the  said  Thouias 
Paine  resigned  his  office;  tliereupon, 

Jtesolvpa,  That  the  said  Thomas  Paine  is  dismissed  from  any  farther  ser- 
vice in  the  said  ottice,  and  the  committee  of  forei»i;n  affairs  are  directed  to 
call  upon  said  Thomas  Paine,  and  receive  from  him  on  oath  all  public  ietterS| 
papers  and  documents  in  his  possession." 

A  ioui  th  amendment  was  moved  as  a  substitute  to  the  whole  in  the  words 
following: 

**M^mvei,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  albirs  be  directed  to  take  eit 
ef  the  possession  of  Thomas  Paine,  all  the  public  papers  entrusted  to  him  as 
secretary  to  that  committee,  and  then  dischaiip  him  from  that  office." 

When  the  question  wasal>out  to  be  put»  a  dimion  was  called  for,  and  die 
question  being  put  to  adopt  the  first  part :  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  adopt  the  second  part,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requiicd 
by  Mr.  Lovell :  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  bcin^  then  about  to  be  put  on  the  main  question,  a  division 
was  called  for,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  the  first  partbj 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Besolved,  unanijaousli/,  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  namely, and  then  discharge 
him  from  that  office,"  the  yeas  and  udyb  being  required  by  Mr.  Peon, 


^.-Bamp9kire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
MtMH^tU-Bay,  Mr.  Gerrv, 

8.  AdiaiH^ 

Love  II, 
Uolteo, 

Jthode-AUmd,  Mr.  EUoy, 

CoOiii% 


Bdaware, 
Maryland^ 

Virgjima^ 


Ni'-CmoBnon 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichse^ 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
Mr,  PeuD, 

Mr.Dyef,  .         «>i„„  HilV 

Root,  mS  Burke, 

Mr.  Jay,  ^V\av    S.' Carina,     Mr.  Dra>toB, 

Lewi%  ay  $  Hutsoo, 

Mr.  Koberdean,     noS        Georgia,         Mr.  Ltf^gwocdiy, 
Scarle, 
Allee, 
Shippcn, 

So  the  states  being  divided  the  clause  was  lost. 

TUESDAY,  January  19.  1779. 
The  hon.  Mr.  Laurens»  widi  the  leave  of  the  house,  read  in  lu»  pUce,  tad 
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laid  on  the  table,  a  paper  respecting  the  subject  mentioned  in  his  former  pa* 
per»and  that  deliverea  in  bj  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis  : 

Orderedy  That  the  several  paper'^  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr. 
Lewis  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  tliej  be  directed  to  en- 
quire into  the  facts  therein  set  torth,  and  call  upon  Mr.  R.  Morris  to  an- 
s\v(M.  and  that  they  report  to  Congress:  the  members  choseu,  Mr* M.Smith 
Air.  Eiierj,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  raca,  aiid  Mr.  T.  Adams. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jamary  20, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  state,  be 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign  aCiirs  of  theae  United  States, 
and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners  of  these  states  in 
Europe,  and  report  thereon :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Ellery,Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Feil,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  M'Keah, 
Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr.  LangHorthy. 

r.  Laurens  read,  in  his  place,  a  postscript  to  a  |)rivate  letter  from  the 
deputy  pay-master  general  in  Georgia,  iuiorming  that  the  military  chest  is 
nearly  ethausted,  and  mentioning. the  necesaitj  of  a  further  supply  of  one 
million  of  dollars  for  the  use  of  that  department: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  refeired  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

;    THURSDAY,  Janttar^  21 ,  1 779. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
and  consul  j^eneral,  was  read,  enclosing  a  commission  of  consul  in  the  port 
of  Boston  and  other  ports  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  the  sieur  Valniiis  : 

Orden  dj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  register  the  coinnussion,  and  return  the  original  to  Mr. 
Val  inais,  and  take  the  proper  measures  for  making  him  known  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern,  as  consal  of  France  in  the  state  or  Massachusetts-Bay. 

The  committee  on  the  treasnry  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Jietolvedt  That  tlie  pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  be  di- 
rected to  carry  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  Ja- 
nuary, for  exchanging  bills  of  the  emissions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April 
nth,  1778,  sofaras  respects  officers  and  soldiers  in  this  city,  transmittino;  an 
account  of  suc  h  exchanges  to  the  pav-master  general,  or  deputy  pay- master 
of  the  departniciu  to  which  such  otiicers  and  soldiers  respectively  belong. 

Whereas  in  adjusi  ing  the  accounts  of  the  army,  miuiy  inconveniencie^  to 
the  public  well  as  individuals  have  ariaeu  from  the  distance  of  the  ufEceS 
of  the  auditors  and  pay-master  general  from  the  quarters  of  the  commard- 
ing  officer,  and  for  remedy  thereof  the  provision  already  made  is  inadequate 
to  the  purpose: 

J^esolvedf  That  the  auditors  of  the  army,  and  the  pay-master  or  deputy 
pay- master  general,  be  authorized  to  provide  for  themselves  respectively, 
irom  time  to  time,  a  convenient  house  near  head  quarters  for  an  office;  that 
they  be  not  precluded  from  their  choice,  unless  by  order  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  commanding  oihcer  of  the  department,  and  that  no  other  officers 
bti  (iuartered  therein. 

Whereas  the  militia  furnished  by  the  state  of  Virginia  have  received  sup* 
plies  of  money  from  the  continental  treasurer,  pay-master  general,  and  de- 
puty pay-master  general  in  the  said  slate,  in  addition  to  the  same  that  may^ 
have  been  advanced  by  the  said  state : 

Rutdved,  That  the  auditor-j;etteral  and  tbe  auditors  of  the  army,  be  re- 
spectively directed  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  said 
state,  all  accounts  in  their  offices  of  moneys  advanced  as  aRiresaid,  that  ef- 
fectual measures  may  be  taken  by  the  said  state  for  preventing  loss  to  the 
puhlicy  as  well  as  to  iindividuaiif  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts. 
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FRIDAY,  Jmuury  !2S»  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  15tli»  fromcoL  Lambert  Cadwallader,  of  the  PennsvlTania 
forcea,  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  requesting 
leave  to  resign  his  commission  : 
,   Mteaolved,  Vhski  his  resignation  be  accepted* 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dnano,  >Tr.  Hoot,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr. 
G.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  to  whom  was  reterred  a  letter  of  19th  Oecember 
last,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  broua;ht  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  letters  be  despatclu  d  to  their  excellencies  the  governors 
of  Virginia  and  Noilh-Carolina,  euineistly  requesting  tlieui  to  press  forward 
the  relief  formerly  recommended  by  Congress  to  be  sent  from  those  states  to 
Sonth-CaroHoaand  Georgia,  and  such  farther  assistance  as  may  be  requestCMl 
by  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  and  tha(;  particular 
attention  be  paid  to  the  arming  them  in  the  best  manner  and  retaining  thetn 
i»  long;  as  the  serrice  shall  render  it  necessary  ;  and  that  the  governor  of 
Virginia  be  requested  to  send  for%vard  to  South-Carolina  such  part  of  the 
regiment  of  artillery  raised  by  the  state  of  Virginia  as  may  be  spared  oa  that 
service. 

In  debating  the  foregoin*^  resolution,  a  motion  was  made  to  amend  it  as  far 
as  it  respects  North-Carolinii,  in  nuiiiner  following: 

•*Thal  the  president  write  to  the  governor  of  North -Carolina,  requesting 
him  to  lay  before  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  the  earnest  oesire  of 
Congrees  that  they  leod  auch  aid  of  militia  to  the  assistance  of  South-Caro- 
lina  or  Georgia^  as  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department  shall 
reqnest^ 

An  amendment  on  the  amendment  was  moved  as  follows  : 

And  th  jt  the  state  of  NortlvCarolinri  be  requestetl  to  grant  such  further 
assistance  as  may  be  requested  by  the  commandiog  o&cer  in  the  southern 
department." 

On  this  the  yens  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Delaware^         Mr.  M*Keail^        no  )^ 
Maryland,         Hr.  Paca,  no  > 

llenr>-,         fto^***  ' 


'110 


Virgkma,  Mr.  T.  Adams,  no^ 

IL  Smith,  no  J  . 

ilM^CMtnob  Mr.Penn,  ^ 

Hill,  ay\  ojf 

Burke,  ay  \ 

Souik4}wrolima,  Mr.hamena,  na\ 

Dmyton,  m  Vim 

Hutson,  no J 

Georgia,  Ifr.  Laogworthy,  m 


NettJ-Hampshire^hlj:.  Wliipple, 

TVost, 

Matt<^»etts'Bayf  Kr.  S.  AdtiU, 
Khode-Mand,     Mr  Collins, 
CmmteUadt      Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

ifeuhYui^     .  Ifr.  Jay,  . 

Duane, 
Floyd, 

Penfuytottttici,    Mr.  Bobetdean,  ntr\ 

Searle,         n»  I 

Clingan,  no  | 
Shippcn,  no J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  • 
.  Question  put  on  the  amendment :  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  took  into  conbitleration  the  report  of  the  coininittee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  SmiUi,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  to  whom  was  referred  a  kttei  from 
the  hon*  menr  Gerard  to  the  marioe  committee,  and  thereupon  passed  an 
order,  that  the  committee  wait  on  the  sienr  Gerard  and  confer  with  him  on 
the  subject  of  supplies  requested  by  him,  and  give  him  a  candid  representa- 
tioD  of  the  condinon  of  our  resources  for  flour,  bread,  &c.  from  the  best  infor- 
nation  we  have  been  able  to  collect^  and  report  what  ought  and  may  be  done 
in  respect  to  the  supplies  asked* 

SATURDAY,.  Jinumry  2S,  1779. 
Mr.  Frelinghausen,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended.. 
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SuohU,  That  a  member  be  added  to  tlie  committee  on  the  provision  de*  , 
l^rtmeDts :  the  member  chosen*  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  2l8t,  from  gen.  Washington,  \va"s  read  :  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  col.  Rawlinij;^  and  such  of  the  oflicers  of  his  corps  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  coiuiiiaiidei  in  chief^  forthwith  recruit  three  companies  of 
that  corps  to  tlie  full  compleineiit : 

That  the  volunteers  be  iuiisted  for  tiie  war,  and  ordered  to  repair  to  Fort- 
Rtts 

That  each  able  bodied  recruit  who  shall  pass  muster,  shall  be  allowed  such 
boonties  as  are  or  shall  be  granted  bv  Congress  for  recruiting  the  army  for 
the  ensntng  campaign ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  take  proper  measurea  for 
ctrrjing  tfiis  resotutiuu  into  effe<;t.  .  ' 

A  letter*  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Philips,  was  read,  requesting  leave^ 
ts  ao  into  New-Yorkj  and  to  .be  permitted,  to  remain  there  six  weeks': 
Wnereupon, 

lleaolvedy  That,  however  willing  Conr^ress  may  be  to  soften  the  rigors  of 
war  granting  every  HulLilgence  to  onicers  wlio  are  prisn!ier?,  yet  justice 
to  their  own  officers,  who  aie  all  sufninoned  into  New^York,  torbids  tlwiir 
granting  uiajor-general  Philips's  request. 

Ordered^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  majur-genei  al 
Philips  immediately  to  repair  to  tlie  place  of  bis  destination  in  Yirginm. 

Congress  took  into  consaieration  .tne  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  , 
Mr.  O.  Morris,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  on  sundry  letters  from  major* 
general  Mifflin,  late  <|ttarter-master  general,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

•We,  Jrour  committee,  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  17th  of  Aii2;ust  last, 
upon  sundry  letters  addressed  to  Congress  by  major-generai  Mi&io,  late 
quarter-master  general,  beg  leave  to  report. 

That,  upon  perusal  of  sundry  letters  wrote  by  the  commander  in  chief 
during  last  \viaier,  and  by  your  committee  then  sitting  in  camp,  it  appears 
that  the  troops  suffered  very  great  and  sore  distress  in  the  articles  of  provi- 
sioQs,  forage,  and  camp  transportation ;  that  the  said  distress  is  therein  ascrib' 
^tethe  neglect,  deficiencies,  or  other  mtsmanagement  of  the  said  department : 

That  Congress  on  the  1  ith  of  Jane  last,  passed  the  following  resolve,  viz. 

*^That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  order  an  enqniry  to  he  made  into 
the  conduct  of  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  and  the 
other  officers  who  acted  under  him  in  that  department,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  extraordinary  deficiencies  thereof,  and  the  consequent  disfre^ses  of 
the  army,  were  chargeable  to  the  misconduct  of  the  said  (i  wu  tor-master 
^neral,  or  any  of  the  said  oiiicers,  that  a  court-martial  be  forthwith  held  on 
the  delinquents." 

That  it  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  any  pioceedines  have 
been  since  had  therenpon.  Your  committee  also  beg  leave  to  add,  that  du- 
ring their  consideration ^of  this  matter,  information  was  given  to  them,  sujp- 
ported  by  sundry  affidavits,  from  which  it  appears  probable  that  daring  the 
winter  17*77,  nod  the  spring  1778,  when  the  army  was  in  the  suffering  state 
before  mentioned,  sundry  brigades  of  wagons  in  the  public  service  were  sent 
to  New-Windsor,  Newburg,  Hartford,  and  Boston,  with  fiour  and  iron  on 
private  accounts,  and  brought  back  private  property ;  tliat  it  also  appears 

{probable  from  said  ail) davits,  that  the  said  dour  and  iron  had  been  taken  as 
or  public  use  at  tlie  regulated  prices  then  fixed  by  law  ;  and  tliat  tlie  wagons 
during  such  transportation,  were  subsisted  at  the  different  posts  on  the  pub- 
lic forage ;  that  col.  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  then  and  now  deputy  quarter- 
vustw-g^neral,  appears  to  have  been  the  principal  director  of  the  said  wa- 
gons at  ^t  time: 

■  Tour  committee,  therefore,  under  all  these  circumstances  of  the  case,  re- 
port, that  if  the  siid  resolution  of  the  11th  of  June  is  lo  be  carried  into  exe- 
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cution,  the  same  should  be  done  by  a  court  of  enquiry  and  court-martial  ia 
the  usual  manner ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  proceed  accord  - 
inglv,  the  parties  concerned  having  reasonable  notice.  Your  connnittee 
also  present  to  the  house  the  afhdavits  they  have  taken  and  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  to  be  disposed  of  as  C'ont^ress  tlunk  proper;"  Whei^upoQ» 

Resolve That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copj  ttiereof,  together  with  the  affidavits^  Ig€«  therein 
■leottoned*  be  trantmitCed  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  coant  Monntfort,  nnor 
in  count  Pulaski's  le^on,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  commissiony  in  order 
to  return  home,  on  acconnt  of  his  private  atairs :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  he  be  allowed  his 
usual  rations  for  the  space  of  two  months,  provided  he  shall  not  embark  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  that  time. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief :  Whereupon, 

ifcsofwd*  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
take  the  most  effectual  measures,  to  re-iniist  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,, 
all  such  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  uot  expressly  engaged  for  that  period, 
as  well  as  for  raiaiiig  new  recruits  in  the  United  States,  to  complete  the 
battalions  to  their  proper  complement;  and  for  those  purposes,  besides  the 
bounties  of  clothine:,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  of  money  and  land 
heretofore  provided  by  Conii;ress,  for  encouraging  the  recruiting  service,  to 
grant  to  each  able  bodied  soldier  now  in  the  service,  and  who  shall  volunta- 
rily re-inlist  during  the  war,  a  bounty  according  to  tlio  circumstances  of  Ids 
present  engagement,  but  not  to  exceed  in  my  case  200  dollars  ;  and  to  each 
new  raised  recruit  who  shall  inlist  in  any  of  the  continental  battalions  du- 
'  ring  the  war,  such  a  bounty  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  judge  proper, 
but  not  to  exceed  200  dollars. 

Bisolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  officers  to  be  appointed  to  re-in- 
list during  the  war  such  ctf  the  soldiers  as  are  not  engaged  for  that  period^ 
and  to  the  offirers  to  be  appointed  to  recruit  the  new  levies  in  the  country 
respectively,  such  reward  as  lt\e  comniander  in  chief  shall  think  lit,  in  the 
first  case  not  to  exceed  10  dollars,  nor  in  the  last  90  dollars  for  each  able 
bodied  man  who  shall  pass  muster,  with  three  dollars  per  day  for  his  ex- 
penses whilst  in  tlie  recruiting  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  superintend  and 
direct  ^e  military  operations  in  all  the  departments  in  these  states^  sutjeet 
to  ^e  regulations  and  orders  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  which  are  to- 
be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  c£ief,and  by  him  to  the  departments  for 
which  they  shall  be  calculated,  except  in  cases  of  evident  necessity,  when 
thej  may  be  sent  directly  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department*  ad- 
vising the  commander  in  chief  thereof. 

Nesiotrfd,  That  the  commissary  of  prisoners  reside  at  the  head-quarters  of 
the  army  ;  that  he  shall  make  no  exchange  of  pi  isoners  but  such  as  shall  be 
directed  by  Congress,  the  b(»ard  of  war,  or  commander  in  chief,  or  with  res- 
pect to  marine  prisoners,  by  the  marine  committee : 

That  all  future  instructions  resfiecting  his  departmeiit,  shdlbe  transait- 
ted  to  him  through  the  commander  in  chiefs 

That  whenever  the  commissary  shall  think  it  nocessaty  to  send  a  ffa^  iikto 
the  enemy's  lines  with  provisions  for  the  prisoners  or  on  any  other  business, 
he  shall  make  application  to  the  commander  in  elnef,  who  will  jmtgt  of  the 
cause  and  propriety  in  point  of  time  and  other  circumstances. 

Besohm,  That  the  dircrt(M  -^^oncral  of  the  medical  department  be  autho- 
rized and  instructed  to  enjoin  the  scvej-al  deputy  directors,  physicians,  and 
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surgeons-general  and  other  officers  under  his  superintent^cncc,  to  attend  and 
pertorm  such  duties  at  any  post  or  place,  as  a  change  of  the  position  of  the  . 
army,  or  other  circumstance-^,  mav,  from  lime  to  tinie,  make  necessary,  and 
shall  be  requireil  by  the  coinaiantler  in  chief,  notwithstanding  such  deputy 
director,  physician,  or  surgeon  is,  by  the  general  arrangement  of  the  hospi- 
tals, attached  to  a  particular  department ;  and  that  in  case  of  any  dispute 
coDcernii^  their  seniority  or  precedence,  the  director-general  flhalldetemiin« 
the  nine  m  the  first  inetance,  the  party  supposing  himself  a<^rieved  bang 
at  liberty  to  appeal  for  redress  to  the  medical  committee. 

Resolvedr  That  thedirector-generel  beiuithorized  and  instructed  to  supply, 
for  the  nse  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  such  medicines  and  refreshments  as 
maybe  proper  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded  before  their  removal  to 
a  general  hospital,  and  to  be  dispensed  under  the  care  and  at  the  discretioa 
oftiie  physician  and  sur^eon-ii^eneral  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  auditor  of  accounts  be  appointed  in  the  grand 
army. 

Monday,  Jonuarsf  25, 1779. 

The  eommittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  i  Whereupon, 

Hesolvedt  That  all  accounts  due  for  back  rations  of  the  army  to  the  last 
day  of  December,  1776,  inclusive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of  the  army 
fat  settlement,  before  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  or  not  afterwards  allowed. 

TUESDAY,  Jumiary  26,  1779. 

Mr.  M.  Smith  laid  before  Congress  sundry  papers,  which  he  informed  the 
IWHise  contained  matters  of  public  information,  and  which  the  delegates  of 
Virginia  were  instructed  to  lay  before  Congress :  the  papers  be in^  read,  are 

Ist.  An  aecount,  headed  "  sums  advanced  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  b^  the 
hon.  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  dated  the  Sd  of  September  1778,"  and  nndenrigned 
'^a  tree  copy,  H*  Ford,  secretary  on  which  is  endoijsed  as  follows,  the 
delsgates  mm  the  stcte  of  Virginia  are  instructed  to  lay  this  paper  before 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  inform  them  that  Uesekiah  Ford,  who  signs  it  as 
secretary  to  thehon.  Arthur  Lee,  hath  been  and  is  considered  by  the  governor 
and  council  of  this  state  as  an  enemy  to  the  American  cause  of  indcpen- 
dence,  and  by  no  means  a  fit  subject  to  be  near  the  person  of  an  American 
commissioner  in  Europe,  or  entrusted  with  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  United 
States  or  of  their  allies.   January  the  25th,  1779." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  ut  foreign,  afiairs  communicate  to  the  hon. 
Mr.  A.  Lee,  by  the  first  omtortunity,  the  purport  of  the  above  endorsements 
that  he  may  be  acoqnainted  with  the  character  of  Mr*  Ford« 

Second  paper.  A  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  dated 
December  the  18tli,  1778, for  the  more  efiectually  enabling  Congress  to* 
comply  with  the  jpromise  of  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army  on  continental  establishment." 

3d.  A  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  directing  the  go-' 
vernor  to  give  Congress  inlormatitin  respecting  the  state  of  the  treasury  of 
that  state. 

,  Ordered,  Tliat  Uiis  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  27*  1779. 

.Heaolved,  That  a  commission  of  lieiitenant  in  the  service  of  thfe  United 
States,  be  granted  to  the  marquis  de  Britigny,  and  Chat  be  be  recommended 

to  the  particular  notice  of  general  Washington. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen*  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
from  capt.  Stoddard,  requesting  leave  of  absence  togo  to  France  lor  the  re-  ' 

tOTwy  of  hisheaitk: 
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Ordered,  That  a  furlougU  be  grAateti  to  capC  Stoddard  tor  the  ^urpoike 

mentioned  in  hi *i  letter. 

The  first  resolution  pr\sst'd  the  23cl,onthe  reportoftlie  committee  appointed 
to  confer  w  iih  tlie  euiuiuaQder  in  ciiiei,  being  re-consideieii,  mid  i»uudi  jr 
ameiiiliuentb  moved  thereto : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  reaolatioo,  together  with  the  amendiaentSt  be  re* 
committed. 

Orieredt  That  the  president  furnish  the  marqnia  de  Britigny  with  d»e 
commission  granted  to  him,  and  expedite  as  soon  as  possible  tl^despatdiea 
to  coont  d*£ttaing,  giving  the  marqoie  such  letters  oi  credence  and  instmc-  , 
tions  as  the  president  shall  judge  proper,  consistent  wisb  the  viewsof  Cott-* 
gress  asexpre8sed  in  their  resolutions  of  the  : 

That  the  captain  ol  the  vessel  in  which  the  maitjuis  may  embark,  receive 
such  orders  as  shall  be  agreed  on  bjr  the  president  oi'  Congress  and  cUairinajr 
of  the  murine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon) 

Eeitdved,  That  the  coancil  emnlo^ed  to  pnweciite  Comelius  Sweera,  be 
authorized  to  deliver  to  htm  svchw  his  private  papers  as  do  not  rdato  to  th« 
complaint  agaiiiet  him,  and  copieiofall  evch  other  papers ae hit  couacii  maj 
judge  oeceMarj  b>r  his  defence. 

THURSDAY,  Jfln«ary  29, 1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Drajton.  Mr.  Ellery,Mr.M.  Smith  and 
Itf  r.  Henry,  to  wliom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  baroft  de  Thulier,  brought  i 
in  a  report  ;  which,  together  with  are)K)rt  IV<un  the  board  of  War  respecting  | 
Mons.  Maulcon,  vvasj  taken  into  consideration}  Whereupon, 

Mesolvtd^  That  the  president  be  desired  to  writo  lettevs  to  the  baron  de  | 
Thulier  and  Mons  de  Mauleon,  thanking  them  for  the  offer  of  tllsir  sendees 
to  "the  United  l^tates,  and  informing  them  that  as  thesitnationof  affkirs  do 
not  ad  mit  of  their  being  emptojedin  the  public  service  in  stations  suitable  to  ; 
their  merits  Congress  cannot  baTO  the  pleasure  of  accepting  the  offers  of  their 
service :  ! 

And  as  these  g;entlpmcn  have  been  Ion;!;  in  attending  the  decision  of  Con-  i 
gress  upon  their  appijcations,  :\rul  have  thereby  sustained  a  heavy  expense^ 
and  will  also  sustain  an  additional  expense  in  their  return  to  Europe  :  i 

Jlesolved,  That  idOi)  dollars  be  granted  to  each  of  thero,to  enable  them  to 
return  to  Europe. 

The  committee  appmnted  to  confer  with  ^e  commaiider  in  ddef*  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th»  witli  sundry  papers  enolased»  from  the 
commissary  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report ;  nhereopont  Congress  cane 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  in  behalf  of  sir  Henry  Clinton,  command- 
ing the  British  troops  in  New-York,  that  some  officers  of  the  artny  of  these 
United  States  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  captivity  contrary  to  their 
paroles  ;  and  such  a  breach  of  public  honor  and  private  iaiUi  being  in  every 
view  repielkensible  and  injurious : 

Mesulved,  Tliat  the  commander  iucliiefbe  directed  to  make  strict  enquiry 
Into  the  truth  of  the  said  allegation,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  be  well  founded, 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  causing  eveiy  officer  who  shall  have  es* 
caped  from  captivity  in  Tiolation  of  his  parole,  to  be  retorned  within  the 
enemy's  lines,  or  to  order  the  commissary  of  priseners  to  account  in  his 
exchange  for  all  such  officers,  in  such  manner  as  is  agreeable  to  tlie  practice 
and  to  the  principles  which  have  heretofore  rej^ulated  exchanges  between  the 
two  armies,  and  to  report  the  names  of  such  officers  to  the  board  of  war: 

And  it  being  further  represented  to  C()nii;ress  by  the  commissary  of  pri- 
sonci  a,  that  divers. British  oUicei's,  prisoners  to  these  states,  have  violate 
their  paroles: 
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Resqivedt  That  the  commaiider  iu  chief  be  directed  to  require  ef  eir  Henrjp 
CiintoR,  or  efieer  commanding  the  British  troops,  the  same  deg;ree  of  jus*- 
tice  with  respect  to  the  British  officers,-  prisoners  to  these  United  States, 
who  have  broken  their  parole,  \vhich  this  Congress  have  directed  to  be  done 
•Q  their  part     the  preceding  resolution. 

SATURDAY,  January  30,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  an  extract  of 
I  lettter  from  |;ov.  Clinton  enclosed,  representing,  that  after  the  loss  of  the 
forts  in  the  Hichlands,  a  part  of  the  army  was  <&tached  on  the  west  aide  of 
the  river,  which,  joined  bj  a  part  of  the  militia,  were  under  his  command  ; 
that  the  river  being  the  bounds  between  the  different  purchasing  commnsariee* 
none  could  be  fiDimd  to  suppl  y  the  troops  ;  in  consequence  whereof  he  was 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking  from  tlie  inhabitants  the  necessary  sup- 
plies of  flour  and  cattle,  which  were  delivered  to  the  issuing  commissaries, 
whu  passed  their  receipts  to  the  owners;  that  similar  measures  were  taken 
by  the  quarter-masters  to  obtain  forage ;  that  different  applications  have  been 
made  to  have  these  accounts  settled  and  paid,  but  without  efiect :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-ma&ter  and  commissary-general  be  authorized 
tad  directed  to  pay  such  of  the  said  accounts  as  are  certified  by  gov.  Clinton. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report 
of  the  22d,  brought  in  sjiother  report ;  Whereupon, 

Btmlvedt  That  all  accounts  for  back  rations  of  the  army  to  the  last  day  of 
Deeember,  1776,  inclusive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of  the  army  for 
tiement,  by  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  or  not  afterwards  allowed : 

That  such  accounts  due  to  any  officers  or  soldiers  inthe  regiments  or  COTpS 
BOW  in  service,  be  collected  in  the  following  form : 

lb  whom  I  From  wfaatl  To  wUt  I .    I  Number  of  I  Price  of  ra-  I  r^^^^t^   |  Whole 
line.    [     tine,    j   timr.  |^*-  |.  mlta.    |     toi.     |  ^^^^  |  amMart* . 

iud  that  in  the  column  of  casualties  the  names  of  all  ahientees,  except  thooe 

on  command  or  foriougb,  be  inserted  : 
That  the  accounts  formed  into  such  abstracts  be  attested  before  the  com- 

inandiog  officer  of  the  brigade,  and  that  warratfts  issue  for  the  amount  of 
thein  in  favor  of  the  pay-masters  of  the  respective  regiments^  and  that  they 
pay  out  the  moneys  received  thereon. 

Rt^ulvpfl,  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  to  examine  with  {the 
treasurer  of  loans,  and  destroy  the  bills  of  credit  of  these  United  States  of 
the  eraissioijs  ot  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1776,  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  of  treasury. 

MON0AY,  February  U  1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  SOthof  January,  from  gen.  Washington .  was  ready  react- 
ing the  supplies  of  the  troops  on  the  western  frontiers  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  give  such  directions  as  he  may 

think  proper  for  arranging  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  depart- 
*nentf^  to  the  westward,  any  resolutions  of  Congress  notwithstanding;;  and 
that  tor  his  information  the  secretary  be  directed  to  lay  before  him  the  several 
letters  on  that  subject  from  col.G.  Morgan  to  Congress  ;  and  that  the  board 
of  war  communicate  to  him  ail  necessary  intelligence  Uiat  may  have  come  to 
them  respectins;  the  same  subject.  * 

A  letter,  of  m  S9th,  from  the  presidctit  of  Pennsylvania  in  council,  with 
Mdry  papers  eoclooed,  was  read,  representing,  that  major  Ckrkson,  aid- 
<le;camp  to  major-sseneral  Amold,  has  refused  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
find  president  and  &e  executive  council  of  Fennsylvaniai  to  attend  the  said 
Vol.  IIL  S5 


# 


Digitized  by  Google 


m  JPURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1779. 


councii  on  a  complaint  againsit  hini  fur  granting  a  rrenmmcndation  to  iMiss 
Levy,  logo  into  New-York,  contrary  to  a  resolution  ot  Congress  of  the  2ist 
of  August,  lt7^,  and  representing  further,  tbatthe  said  refusal  was  couceived 
in  very  indecent  and  disrespectful  terms  : 

On  motion  that  the  same  be  committed  ;  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required 
bj  Mr.  Roberdeau, 


no 


Ddawate, 
Marylandp 


S,-  CaroUna, 
* 

Georgia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.Paca, 

Cannichad^ 

Hcnn-, 
Mr.  T.  Adiiins, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  HUl. 

Btirkt?, 

Laurens, 

Drayton, 

T  lutson, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  no 


N.'Bampahire^  Mr,  Whipple 
MoM^tttf'Bay,  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU, 

Holtcn, 

JiAotk-Islandf   Mi;.  Ellcry, 

Colling 
C9nmeiicui,     Mr.  Dyer, 

Koot, 

iiyew-York,       Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 

Floyd, 

•^CKhJerseif,      Mr.  Fell,  ti«7 

Freha^iiausen,  m  > 

Clingan,         no  I 
Searle,  rw  >no 

Atlce,  no  1 

Shippen,  N0 J 

Ordered,  That  major  Clarkson,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Arnold,  do 
not  leave  the  city  until  the  further  order  of  Cougrea^ 

TUESDAY,  February  2,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Doaoe,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr. 
6.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Hutson,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief  respecting  the  aid  necessary  to  be  sent  to  Sooth-Carolina 

and  Georgia,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

ResolveiU  That  count  Pulaski  be  ordered  to  inarch  with  his  legion  to  South- 
Carolina,  and  put  himself  under  +he  command  of  m^or-gen.  Liacoin,  oi;  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  southern  ih  partment  : 

That  the  continenicil  ti  fK>])s  in  Noi  ih-Carolina,  said  to  be  on  furlough,  be 
immediately  called  in  and  ordered  to  march  into  Sou  til- Carolina,  and  Mlow 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  as  aibresaid  : 

.  That  the  governments  of  Yii^nin  and  North-Carolina  be  reqnested  (o 
afford  all  possible  aid  to  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  men>  arms»  and  ether 

necessary  articles,  at  the  continental  expense :  « 

That  orders  be  immediately  issued  for  transporting  to  South-Carolina,  by 
the  most  safe  and  expeditious  carriage,  128  barrels  of  gun-powder,  and  12 
chests  of  arms  at  Edenton,  and  125  chests  of  arms  at  Baltimore;  all  the 

property  of  the  United  States  : 

That  col.  dc  Cambray  be  oi dcted  to  repair  to  "Baltimore  and  Edenton, 
and  to  expedite  the  transportation  ;  tiiat,  for  this  purpose,  he  be  furnished 
with  proper  letters  from  the  president  of  Congress  to  tiie  governqrs  of  Mary- 
land and  North -Carolina : 

That  ixed  ammunition  of  4000  six  pound,  4000  four  pound,  and  4O0O 
grape  inm  shol^  SO  barrels  of  musket  powder,  and  2000  weight  of  ball  or 
lead,  be  transported  from  I'liiladelphia  to  South-Carolina  by  sea ; 

That  the  marine  committee  do  provide  and  despatch  a  proper  vessel,  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  on  this  service : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  one  or  more  engineers 
to  repair  immediately  to  South -Carolina,  for  the  service  of  (he  southern  de- 
partment,  if  he  shall  judge  it  necessary.  i 
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A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  January,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  repre- 
senting that  the  firm  of  the  house  m  which  Mr*  PenH  is  engaged,  is  Messrs. 
Penet,  Windel  &  Co.  and  that  Mr.  Couloux's  same  is  not  to  appear  in  the 

agreemtot;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^ThhU  instead  of  Messrs. Penet  &  Conloux,  mentioned  in  the  re- 
Mlution  of  the  2d  of  January,  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  contract  with 

r.Penet,  for  himself,  Windel  &l  Co.  for  a  suitable  number  of  muskets,  with 
bajoncts  of  a  propor  size,  and  other  arms,  to  be  manufactured  in  these 
states,  agreeably  to  tiie  proposals  recited,  previous  to  the  resolution  above 
mentioned.  ^ 

A  report  being  received  from  the  couimittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Paca,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  appeals,  of  January  19th,  1779: 

The  sense  of  the  house  was  required,  whether  it  be  in  order  that  reports* 
iffaen  received,  be  read :  on  the  <^uestion,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  report  was  then  redd : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Thursday  next; 
sad  that  Congress  then  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider 
the  s^me. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  5,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  treasury, and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  thenumbers^  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
18  the  emission  directed  onthe  14th  of  December  last»  and  be  numbered  from 
the  last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing denominations,  vix. 


Sa^bUborcOdoliaiieKh,  1,363,680 

^,r28   do.     50  1,136,400 

22,728    do.     40  909,120 

22,72«   do.     30  681,840 

do.     SO  454,560 


32,738  bOb  of   8  ddkmeach, 

22,728  do.  7 
22,72«i  do.  S 


181,834 

113,640 
5,000,160^ 


Congress  was  resolved  intoacomniif  tee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  a  report 
ut  the  board  of  ti  easury  of  the  23d  ot  January  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  tlie  president  resumed  the  ciiair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereon,  which  be  was  ready  to 
v^Mrt  • 

(hderedf  That  the  same  be  now  received* 

The  report  was  read,  and  is  sb  fo)  lows : 

JResolved,  That  20,000,000  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  that  loan-office  certifi- 
cates for  the  same,  of  such  denominations  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall 
think  jiroper,  be  forthuifh  struck  and  sent  to  the  continental  loan-QfficeSy  un* 

der  the  di!  eclion  of  tlie  board  of  treasury : 

On  till-  question  to  agree  to  tlie  said  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ra* 
quired  by  Mr.  liurke. 


Neiff.ff(Tmpf>h're,  \fr.  Whippl^' 
<Mas9a'Ht*-Matf,  Mr.  Geny, 

XovdUi 
Holten, 

Jthode^Alaiui,    Mr.  F.Ueiy, 

Collinfl^ 

Cetmeetieuit      Mr.  Dyer, 

EUswortl^ 
Boo^ 


at/) 


Mw'Tfrk^      Mr.  Ja\-, 

Duane, 


JVewJSrrMjy, 


Floyd, 
Mr.  FeU,  ffy  } 

FreliDghAu^n,0^>  " 
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Pittnsi/lvamo,    Mr.  BirfierdeHi, 

J       •  CUngaii, 
Shippci^ 


Griffin* 

N,-CttroUna,      Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

jUCcnSiM^      Mr.  Dragrtoiv 
So  it  was  reioWed  in  the  affiriiiitive* 


THURSDAY,  February  4,  \779. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  3J,  from  colonel  Armatul,  was  read;  whereupon,  the  report 
of  the  committee  appoint^  to  confer  with  the  coinmaoder  in  chief  was 
^cad :  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  give  the  necessary 
onlers  for  recruiting  the  corps  commanded  by  general  count  I'ula^ki  and 
colonel  Annand  respectively,  to  their  fuU,complement  of  infantry,  to  be  in* 
listed  for  the  war,  and  to  receire  the  continental  bounties  granted  to  the 
rest  of  the  infantry. 

JResoUnd,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  proceed  in  sach 
manner  as  he  shall  judge  expedient,  to  complete  the  arrangement  of  the 
army,  and  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of  officers  under  the  degree  of  briga- 
dier, agreeably  to  the  principles  established  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
£4th  day  of  Novemberp  1778  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  furnish  him  u4th 
copies  01  the  proceedlngB  of  the  late  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d  of  December,  1778,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
at  Boston,  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  Noirraont  de  la  Neuviile,  and  also  a  peti- 
tion from  major  Noirmont  de  la  Neuviile,  praying  to  be  favored  with  the 
brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel,  were  read  : 

On  the  the  question,  Besolvedg  That  the  rank  prayed  fur  by  major  Koir- 
mont  be  not  granted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  3d,  from  colonel  Armand, 
soliciting  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  bievet : 

On  the  question  put,  Eesolvedy  That  the  rank  solicited  by  colonel  Ar- 
mand be  noteranted. 

Ordered,  luat  Mr.  Laurens  have  leare  of  absence. 

FRIDAY,  FebrtMry  5,  1779. 

A  letter,  from  colonel  Armand  was  read,  hegging  teave  to  return  to 
)^rance  ;  Whereupon, 

Muolvedy  That  Congress  hare  a  high  sense  of  the  disinterested  zeal  and  ser- 
vices of  colonel  Armand,  marouis  de  Rouerie,  but  are  restrained  from  mani- 
festing their  good  opinion  of  nim  by  further  promotion,  as  the  same  would 
be  incompatible  witn  the  arrangement  of  the  American  army  ;  anrl  that  on 
his  own  recjuest  he  have  leave  to  return  to  France  :  that  upon  hh  departure 
the  president  grant  him  such  certificate,  as  the  recommeudations  or  certi- 
ficates he  may  have  received  from  the  commander  in  chief  or  other  general 
officers  under  w  houi  he  hath  served,  may  entitle  him  to. 

A  letter,  of  January  1st,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read,  re- 
commending Mr.  liouden,  a  French  officer,  secuud-lieuteuuut  in  colonel 
Bigdow's  rwment;  Whereupon, 

JkiBhedt  That  Mr.  Houden  be  informed  that  he  will  receive  prottMuvU 
according  to  the  rubs  established  in  the  aimjr  of  the  United  States. 

MONDAY,  February  8,  1779. 
The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Kllery,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr. 
Dyer,  Mr.  Floyd,  to  whom  was  referred  a  representation  of  the  delegate*  of 
Rhode-Island,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  ioi- 
lowiog  resolution : 
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Whereas  Hie  deilgatea  of  the  state  of  Rbode-lBtand  and  Providence 
Plantations*  in  pursaance  of  an  express  vote  of  the  general  assembl  j  of  tbo 
said  state,  have  represented  to  Congress  that  many  of  its  inhabitants,  espe- 
cialij-  those  who  have  come  oflf  from  the  island  of  Rhode-Island,  must  incvi' 
tabJy  perish  unless  they  are  speedily  supptied  with  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  have  in  the  strongest  terms  requested  us  to  recommend  to  the  states  of 
Connecticut  and  New-York,  to  repeal  their  acts  laying  an  embarjro  (ui  pro- 
Tisions,  so  far  as  respects  supplying  the  said  inhabitants  with  provisions  bj 
land : 

Eeaolved,  That  the  president  write  to  the  governors  of  the  states  of  Con- 
necticut and  New-York*  requesting,  them  to  afford  such  stiwilies  of  flour  and 
odiecpapvisions  for  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  state  of Rhode-IslaDd  and 
PhHividettce  Plantations  af  their  necessities  call  for,  so  far  as  circumstances 
iniradaiit.  and  under  such  regulations  as  niaj  best  answer  the  end  proposed. 

TUKSDAY,  Feferwan/ 9,  17r9. 

The  comtnittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Hesolved^  That  there  be  hereafter  five  auditors  for  the  army,  whilst  the 
circumslanceb  of  the  war  shall  render  it  necessary  :  ,t)iat  the  board  of  trea- 
•srj  have  power  to  order  the  said  auditors  mpeetivelj  to  repair  to  and 
tetUe  accounts  in  ^e  main  arnij  or  any  detachment,  and  to  give  the  auditors  • 
proper  instructions  for  conducting  this  business,  agreeable  to  the  Institutioii 
of  the  office  and  direction  of  the  ooard. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor  |  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Mr.  Will  iam  Bedlow  was  elected. 

Congress  tgok  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
tf  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Searie,  Mr.  Root,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  7th 
of  January,  from  Joan  Guarcia  Duarti,  &c.  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be 
authorized  and  requested  to  pay  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  snow 
GUI'  Ladj  of  Mount  Carroel  and  St.  Antonio"  and  her  cargo,  and  also  to 
deliTer  wbat  unsold  effects  they  still  have  in  charge  belonging  to  the  same 
concern  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  snow  and  caigp,  bis  or  &eir  ot" 
dfcr,  or  certain  attorney. 

Mesolved,  That  the  said  board  be  requested  to  inform  such  owner  or  attor- 
ney, that  remedy  may  be  had  at  law  against  the  captors  or  their  ownei^s,  for 
any  special  damages  arising  from  the  capture  of  the  said  snow. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  KUery,  Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  T.  Adam*;,  to  whom  was  referred  the  information  j2;iven 
to  Congress  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  the  llth  and  IGth  of  January, 
1779,  and  that  received  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  January  15th,  1779, 
TCS^ecting  the  conduct  of  Robert  Morris,  esq.  in  transacting  the  commercial 
husiness  of  these  United  States,  particularly  relating  to  me  ship  Farmer, 
captun  Dasbiel,  loaded  at  Baltimere,  and  captured  by  th^  ienemy,  brought 
in  a  reportt  which  was  read. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  10,  1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Jonathan  Brewer,  captain-lieutenant  in  colonel 
Proctor's  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  resign  his 
commission : 

Resolved,  That  captain-lieutenant  J.  Brewer  have  leave  to  resign^  and 
that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Mons.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville,  was  read  pray- 
ng  to  have  leave  to  return  to  France,  and  that  the  certificate  of  brigadier 
Parsons  in  his  favor,  which  he  delivered  to  the  board  of  war  to  be  annexed  to 
^tor  report  nay  be  returned  to  him :  * 
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Resolved,  That  Mons.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville  have  leave  to  return  to 
France,  and  that  the  certificate  Of  brigadier  Parsuos,  mentioned  iu  iuh  let- 
ter>  be  returned  to  hiin. 

A  letter,  of  January  28tli,  from  Robert  Morris,  wag  read,  requesting,  as 
insinuations  hav6  been  thrown  out  against  him,  in  this  house,  respecting  the 
books  of  the  secret  committee,  that  a  special  committee  maj  be  appointed 
•to  examine  the  entries  and  settlements  made  by  him  in  those  books,  to  ex- 
amine into  tlie  expenditure  of  public  monej  entrusted  to  him,  and  to  theJate 
house  of  Willing,  Morris  &  Co.  and  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  and 
his  pre -out  unsettJed  dependencies  with  the  United  States  ;  and  thnt  the 
said  committee  be  directed  to  report  to  the  hoiise  specially  on  tlie  premises, 
in  order  that  his  conduct  mav  be  truly  under- tootl  in  Cuuitress.  and  from 
thence  be  made  known  to  the  |)ublic  by  the  best  autlioi  ity. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  deie|>;aLe  huiu  the  suie  oi  Maijland,  attended,  and  iook  hii 
seat  in  Congress. 

THURSDAY^  Fe*niary  11,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  January  16th,  from  J.  Powel,  president  of  the  cowcil  of  Mas* 
sachusetts  Bay,  was  read,  witli  sundry  papers  enclosed  :  M^henupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  said  letter,  and  papers  enclosed,  be  transmitted  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  give  orders  for  bringing  to 
courts  martial  the  several  persons  accttsed  of  misdemeanors  in  the  report 

therein  referred  to. 

Mr.  Lnnrens  havinj^  yesterday,  after  reading  tlie  report  from  tlie  com« 
mittee  and  other  pdners  referred  to,  m^ormed  Congress  in  his  place,  that 
from  ;t  yurt  of  Mr.  Morris's  vindication,  he  recollected  a  circumstance  which 
had  come  tu  his  knowledge  since  this  subject  liail  been  m  agitation  in  Con- 
gress, which  might  more  fuUj  clear  up  Mr.  Morris's  conduct ;  and  that  as  his 
sole  view  had  been  to  do  justice,  it  would  give  him  the  highest  pleasure  to  bt 
an  instrument  in  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Morris,  and  pronused  to  eiplain  him- 
aelf  this  morning ;  accordinglj  he  produced  a  paper»  containing  an  eztraei 
of  a  letter  from  the  secret  or  commercial  committee,  dated  October  25th, 
1776,  containing  advice  to  Thomas  Morris,  commercial  agent  at  Nantz,  of 
their  having  chartered  a  new  ship  at  Baltimore,  which  Mr.  Laurens  said  he 
\v[is  persuaded  and  has  no  doubt,  was  the  ship  Farmer  ;  that  his  recollection 
sprunjr  from  hearing  the  word^,  new  ship,  read  in  Mr.  Morris's  vimlication  ; 
that  it  afforded  him  the  rrreatest  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  produce 
an  evidence,  which,  in  his  opinion,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt,  tliat  the  ship  Far- 
mer, captain  Dashiel,  had  been  loaded  on  public  account,  and  moved  the 
house  to  receive  the  said  extract,  and  to  add  it  to  tlie  other  papet  s  which 
MrereMelivered  in  by  the  committee  and  read  yesterday :  the  said  extract  was 
accordingly  received  and  added  to  the  other  papers.  « 

The  report  was  then  resumed  and  read,  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  information  give|i  to  Congress 
by  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  the  11th  and  16th  of  January,  17^9,  and 
that  received  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  the  15th  of  January,  1779* 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Robert  Morris,  esq.  in  transacting  the  commer- 
cial business  of  these  United  Statc<=,  particularly  relating  to  tne  sliip  Farmtf, 
capt.  Dashiel,  loaded  at  Baltiuiore  and  captured  by  the  enemy,  report, 

"  That  your  comnuttce  hayin";  notified  their  appointment  to  the  said  Ro- 
bert Morns,and  furnished  him  with  copies  of  the  above  written  Informations, 
and  lidving  requested  his  attendance,  met  according  to  order,  and  received 
his  defence  in  writing,  dated  January  £2d,  ir79,  to  which  your  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer,  as  well  as  to  the  vonchers  referred  to  by  the  sud  Robert 
Morris*  in  his  said  defence : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  said  Robert  Morris,  was  a 
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'     ■■  .    ■       ,    I      '     I,     '         *ii    '  ,1, 

member  of  the  secret  committee,  and  from  the  minnte^  of  the  said  committee 

of  the  15th  of  August  and  £Othof  September,  extracts  of  which  are  herewith- 
delivered,  and  from  the  testimony  ot  J*  Brown,  then  clerk  of  the  said  com* 
mittee,  it  appears  that  the  said  secret  committee,  from  the  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  said  Robert  Morri?,  from  a  knowledge  of  his  commercial 
abilities,  and  from  a  conviction  of  his  extensive  commercial  connexions  both 
abroad  and  iti  America,  would  enable  hun  to  execute  with  facility  the  con- 
tinental commercial  affiiirs,  requested  the  said  Robert  Morrns,  and  autiio- 
rized  }»im  to  purchase  up  produce  in  the  different  states  on  continejital  ac- 
count, and  to  export  tiie  bauie,  and  eiiiiUdted  him  solelj'  with  the  transac* 
tions  of  this  business : 

That  it  appears  to  joar  committee,  from  the  iestimonj  of  the  said  J. 
Brown,  that  when  the  said  Robert  Morris  was-entmsted  and  aii|horized  as 
aforesaid,  it  was  known  and  understood  by  the  said  secret  commitjtee,  that, 
his  purchases,  aforesaid,  were  to  bejniade  under  cover  of  the  firm  of  Wiliin& 
Morris  &  Co.  and  exported  under  the  like  cover,  as  circumstances  shoula 
direct,  and  that  this  mode  was  adopted  to  prevent  the  rising  of  the  price  of 
produce  and  hire  of  vessels,  which  generally  happens  when  it  is  known  that 
.purchases  and  contracts  are  nmkin^^  on  the  public  account :  ' 

That  it  apj'cars  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  John  Brown, 
Peter  Whiteside,  and  Benjamin  llogeland,  (whose  depositions  are  herew  ith 
delivered)  that  the  ship  Parmer  was  chartered  on  the  continental  account, 
though  under  the  firm  of  Willing,  Morris  Co.  and  that  her  load  of  iron 
and  tobacco,  except  50  hogsheads,  was  purchased  and  shipped  also  on  con- 
tinental accoiint;  and  that  the  said  ship  being  thus  chartered,  and  the  said 
lead  of  iron  and  tobacco  so  purchased,  and  sbmp^,  were  facts  well  known 
to  the  said  John  Brown,  Peter  Whiteside,  andmnjandn  Hogeland;  the  said 
John  Brown  being  the  said  Robert  Morris's  agent  in  the  transaction,  and 
Ihe  said  Peter  WMteside  and  Benjamin  HogeUnd,  being  clerks  of  Willing* 
Morris  &  Co. 

That  it  appears  from  the  testimony  of  John  Brown,  then  clerk  of  the  said 
secret  committee,  that  the  charter  party  of  the  said  ship  Farmer,  was  lodged 
in  the  office  before  the  said  committee  removed  to  Baltimore,  and  tlierewre 
known  to  the  said  committee  before  the  loading  or  sailing  of  the  said  iliip  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  chartering  of  the  said  ship 
uiiiier  the  firm  of  Willing,  Morris  Co.  tlie  filling  up  the  bills  of  lading, 
forming  the  special  contract  as  endorsed  on  one  ot  them,  and  drawing  tlie 
instrument  of  valuation  in  the  manner  and  terms  as  the  said  several  instru- 
ments of  writinjg  are  exprest,  were  merely  precautions  calculated  to  give  the 
whole  transaction  the  colour  of  a  private  commercial  concern,  correspondent 
to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  said  Robert  Morris,  declared  and  made  knoWn  to 
jthe  said  secret  committeci  and  founded  on  the  reasons  above  suggested : 

That  your  committee  are  farther  confirmed  in  this- idea,  from  observing 
that  the  like  measures  were  taken  in  the  chartering  and  loading  the  ship 
Aurora,  and  from  its  being  proved  to  your  committee,  by  the  testimony  of 
the  said  Benjamin  n(>;j;elind,  the  said  Robert  Morris's  clerk,  that  the  said 
Willing,  Morris  lis.  Co.  did  not  charter  or  load  any  chartered  ship  for  their 
own  account  and  risque  during  the  tin^  the  said  Robert  Morris  was  entrust- 
ed and  authorized  as  aforesaid : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Robert  Morris's  defence 
in  writing  is  lull  and  explicit  on  evenr  fact,  circumstance  apd  question  stated 
in  the  information  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Lewis,  and  is  suppor- 
ted by  clear  and  satisfactory  vouchers.;  and  jour  committee  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  said  written  defence,  particularly  as  to  such  facts,  circumstances 
or  questions  aforesaid,  as  your  committee  have  not  specially  reported, 
upon  the  whole;  yctiar  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  sfid  Robert  Moer 
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mluitektrlj  and  fnilj  vindicated  hiinseir;  and  joar  committee  tre  further 
uf  opinion,  that  thetaid  Robert  Morris  in  the  exeeution  of  the  powers  com- 
mitted to  him  bjr  the  said  secret  committee,  so  far  as  his  conduct  has  come  to 
the  knowled2;e  of  your  committee,  has  acted  with  fidelitjf  aod  iotegrUjr>  and 
an  honorable  zeal  for  the  happiness  of  his  country." 

Congress  takinn;  into  consuleratiun  tiiettaid  reportf  and  the  papers  accon- 
panjring  and  refer rtM.l  to  \n  the  ^^ame  : 

Resolved  unaninLonsl ij,  'ihat  Congr^&s  a^^ree  to  the  said  report: 
Ordtredf  1  iial  tlie  ieUcr  of  January  the  ^9th,  from  Mr.  R(ri>ert  Morris,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wnereupen, 
Mmlvtd»  That  die  acconnts  of  the  regimental  pay-mastert  be  settled  at 
leait  once  a  quarter,  and  rendered  agreeablj  to  Mcli  fiirma  as  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  board  of  treasttrjr. 

llesolved.  That  a  tecretiiy  of  the  tretenry  be  appointed*  with  the  salary  ' 
of  £000  dollars  per  annnm.  * 

SATURDAY,  Fpbruary  13,  1779. 

Pesolved,  That  the  president  inform  ti  e  minister  plenipoteiiliary  of  his 
most  Chiistiau  majesty,  that  Conjures  s  uiU  take  the  subject  of  hisniemoriaU 
of  the  9th  inst  into  immediate  cousidcratlon,  and  tiiat  if  he  wishes  to  com* 
municate  any  thing  farther  tu  them.  Congress  will  receive  the  same  from  him 
in  a  private  andienee. 

Beaolt^^  That  all  private  avdiences  gpven  to  foreign  ministers,  he  held 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  coL  Hartley,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign 
hb  commission ;  Wherenpottt 

itssoived.  That  tlie  reasons  offered  by  col.  Hartley  for  resigning  his  oom< 
mission  are  satij^factory,  and  therefore  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolvedy  That  Congress  have  a  lugU  sense  of  colonel  Hartley's  merit 
and  services. 

A  report  from  the  bo  aril  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  a  warrant  fbr  94,f;0()  (JoUars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  in  favor  of  the  ^ay-iuaster  of  tlie  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, to  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  by  order  from  that  board,  to  col.  Ar- 
mand,  for  the  purpose  of  recmiting  his  corps,  which  shall  not  exceed  the 
com|^ment  of  a  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable  Ibr  the  sums  he  shall  so 
reeeire  t 

'niat  brigadier«general  Pulaski  be  authorized,  as  casualties  happen,  to  re- 
emit  men  to.keepap  the  infantry  in  his  corps  to  its  original  establishment,' 
and  that  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  pay-master 
of  the  board  of  war,  to  be  paid  to  brigadier-general  Pulaski,  or  liis  order, 
frpm  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose  before  mentione(!,  and  to  re  iiilist  during 
the  war  the  men  of  his  corps,  whose  times  arc  about  expiring,  he  to  be  ac* 
countable  fbr  the  sums  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive. 

Resolved,  Tliat  all  the  men,  inhabitants  of  these  states,  who  shall  be  re- 
cruited ill  the  corps  of  gen.  Pulaski,  and  colonel  Armaiid,  in  any  ot  llic  United 
States,  shall  be  credit^  to  the  quota  of  the  state  in  which  they  shall  beinlist* 
tedyther  not  being  inhabitants  of  any  other  of  the  United  States. 

Risotvedp  That  brigadier  general  Pulaski  and  coU  Armand,  make  returns 
to  the  board  of  war  of  the  recruits  ther  shall  inlist ;  and  in  such  returns 
the  places  of  nativity  and  settlement  and  the  state  wherein  they  ^v  e  re  inlist- 
ed  shall  be  particuiariy  mentioned ;  and  the  board  are  hereby  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  respective  states,  the  names  and  numbers  of  auch  persons, 
inhabitants  thereof,  ris  shall  be  so  inli?ted. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  February  Sd,  fn  rn 
Muiis.  Gerard  de  St,  Elms,  having  reported  specially  tiiereon.  Congress  took 
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into  consideratioii  the  said  report;  ftnd,  thereitpoii«  cane  (otba  Mlpwing 
resolution :  ^ 

That  Mons«  Gerard  de  St.  Elma,  having  manifested  greal  zedy  and  en- 
countered  many  difficulties  to  distinguish  himself  in  the  ser^e  of  these 
states ;  having  also  made  a  campaign liere«  and  behaved  with  braverj,  and 

being  now  about  to  return  t%France  : 

BesolvRd,  That  he  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  major  by  brevet^asa  tes- 
tiiaoaj  of  the  approbation  of  Congress  of  his  zeal  and  services. 

MONDAY,  February  15,  1779. 

The  president  ac(|uanUetl  the  hon!=ie  that,  pursuant  to^  their  order,  he  liad 
iaforraed  the  minister  of  France,  that  Congress  will  take  his  memorials  of 
the  9th  into  immediate  consideration ;  and  that  if  he  wishes  to  communicate 
say  thing  farther  to  theni^  Consress  will  receive  the  same  in  a  prrtiite  au- 
dience. That  the  minister  wished  to  make  farther  communietttioa  to  Con- 
gress, and  would  attend  the  house  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  attending  agreeably  to  his  ap* 
pnatment.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  after  the 
minister  had  withdrawn,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.Lee 
reported,  that  the  minister  lian  hnd  a  private  audience  and  free  conference 
with  the  committee ;  that  tlie  cpmmitteehave  come  to  no  resolutions  thereon, 
aod  desire  leave  to  sit  again*  '  ^ 

TUESDAY,  Februarif  16, 1779. 

Mr.  M'Kean,  a  delegate  for  Delaware,  laid  before  Congress  the  following 
instrument,  empowerifig  the  delegates  of  that  state,  or  any  of  them^  to  ratifj  - 
and  sign  tke  articles  of  confederation :  '  < 

"  flk  exe^en^  Csesar  Rmlner,  esq.  president,  e«|iti^Q-gR»icnJ  And  wotommiet  iaehieCof  die 
Delati'are  9tate,  to  all  to  wboia  thorn  pranntB  «haU  oome,  greetii^ : 

"  Know  ve,  that  amon»  the  records  rcmainin?-  in  the  rolls-office  in  the 
Delaware  state,  there  is  a  certain  instrument  ot  writing,  purporting  to  be 
an  act  of  the  c^eneral  assembly  of  the  said  state,  which  said  act  is  oOAtained 
in  the  words  and  tenor  here  following,  to  wit, 

.^7jo  milledmo  septhq-cnfcsinio  septungemtm  nono. 

An  act  to  antliori7.e  and  empower  the  deleg-ales  of  the  Dehiv  are  stnte  lo  subscribe  and  , 
moSy  the  articles  of  confederation  and  pcrj)etiial  uiuoa  betwcca  the  several  states.  ■ 

Whereas  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  states 
New-Hampshire,  Massacliu&etts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delawife^ 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-CaroKna,  South-Carolina-  and  Georgia,  signed  in 
the  general  Congress  of  the  said  states  by^e  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  esq. 
their  then  president,  have  been  laid  before  the  legblatnre  of  this  state,  to  be 
ratified  by  the  same  if  approved:  and,  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  terms 
of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  are  considered  as  in  di- 
ners respects  unequal  and  disadvantageous  to  this  state,  and  the  objections 
stated  on  tlie  part  of  this  state  are  viewed  as  just  and  reasonable,  and  of 
great  mument  to  the  \v(  Uare  and  happiness  of  the  ffood  people  thereof,  jet, 
lender  the  full  conviction  of  the  present  necessity  of  acceding  to  the  confed- 
<^racy  proposed,  and  that  the  interest  of  particular  states  ought  to  be  post- 
poned to  the  g:eneral  ofood  of  the  union  ;  and  moreover,  in  firm  reliance  that 
the  candor  and  justice  of  the  several  states  wjll,  la  due  time,  remove,  as  far 
pOBsibley  the  objectionable  parts  thereof : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Delaware,  a^  it  ia  hereby  eMci«> 
^  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  ken.  John  Dickinson,  Njokolas 
Vandyke,  and  Thomas  M^iCean,  esqrs.  delegates  appointed  to  represent  t|ilB 
•tate  m  Congress,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  tkey  hereby  are  an- 
Vol.  IIL  *  ft(S 
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thorized,  eropoivered,  and  directed,  on  belwlf  of  this  state,  to  subscribe  and 
ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perfietnal  troton  between  the 
several  states  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  ?(n  aforesaid  subscribed  and  ratified^ 
shall  thencelortli  bccomo  ()b1i2:atorv  on  this  sta^* 

Signed  by  order  oi  the  house  of  assembly, 

NICHOLAS  VANDYKE,  Speaker.  . 

Signed  by  order  of  the  council,     THOMAS  COLLINS,  ^^eaker. 

Passed  at  Dover,  February  1st,  1779. 

All  which,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  I  hsTe  caused  to  be  exemplified. 
-In  testimony  whereof,  the  great  seal  of  the  Delaware  state  is  hereunto  affix- 
ed, at  Dover,  the  sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thon- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -nine^  and  in  the  thii  d  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America.  (  1 :  s  A  R  IIODNE Y. 

By  his  excellency's  command,  JAMES  BOOTH,  SecretaryJ* 

Hesolvedt  Thnt  the  letter  of  the  8th  and  12th,  from  major-general  Arnold, 
with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer* 
red  the  letter  from  his  excellency  Joseph  Reed,  presidentof  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  the  conduct  of  major-gen.  Arnold  ; 
and  that  the  committee  enquire  into  the  ground  ot  the  charges  against  ma- 
jor-general Arnold,  and  .report  the  result  of  their  enquiry  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  major-generad  Arnold  be  suspended  from  all 
command  in  the  ai  uij  of  the  United  States  of  America,  dui  iiig  the  time  in 
which  enquiry  shall  be  made  into  his  public  conduct,  and  until  a  proper  de- 
cision shul  be  made  hereon ;  after  debate,  a  motion  was  made,  tuat  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Boberdeau, 


NeuhMnrqi^ire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mauo?9tt9'Ma^9  Ut,  S.  Adanu^ 

Gem-, 
Holten, 

jBMskIUW;    Mr.  Elkir, 

Colling 


Mr*  Dyer, 
Ellsworth, 
Koot, 

Mr.Jiy, 

Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ai/^ 
Fre1iii|^uusen,n6  \,ay 
PeU,  «y3 


Pcmisjflvama, 

Maryland, 

VirginiOf 

N.-CaroknOt 
S,'CaroSruh 


Mr.  Boberdeau, 
Ctangtn, 

Atlec,  * 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichae^ 
Hcnr\', 
Jrlr.  T.  Adams^ 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Smith, 
Grifiin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Dra.non, 
Hiitson, 


no 
ay 

ay\ 
ay\ 

ay 
ay\ 
ay 


no 


ay 


Mr.  LangWorthy,  ay  ^y 


So  it  .was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


THURSDAY,  Fehmmry  18,  1779. 

Mr.  T.  Nelson,  a  delegate  iioiu  Virgiuia,  attended,  and  produced  hiscre- 
dendals,  whldi  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  reports  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams, 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief ;  and,  titereupon,  agreed  to 
the  following  plan  for  the  department  of  inspector-general : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  an  inspector -general  to  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  rank  of  major-general,  who»  in  all  future  appointments,  sbaU 
1^  taken  from  the  line  of  migor-geaerals : 


r 


Digitizcu  by  Google 


JOUUNALS  OF  CONGRESS^  1779.  20S 


That  the  duty  of  the  inspector^general shall  principally  consist  in  forming 
a  system  of  regulations,  for  the  exercise  of  the  troops,  in  the  manual  evolu- 
tions and  nianoeuvreSffor  the  service  of  guards  and  detachments^  and  for  camp 

and  £>;anison  duty : 

That  the  inspector-general,  and  liis  assistants,  shall  review  the  troops  at 
such  timei  and  places,  aiul  receive  such  returns  for  that  purposf",  as  ihg 
commander  in  chief,  or  connnatiding officer  in  adetachmeiit,  shall  (lirccL;  at 
vhich  reviews,  he  or  they  bhall  inspect  the  number  and  condition  ol  tiie  men. 
their  discipline  and  exercise,  tiie  state  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
dotbes ;  oosenring  what  of  these  articles  haTe  been  lost  or  spoiled  since  the 
last  review,  snd,  as  nearljr  as  possible,  by  what  means;  repwrClng  the  same, 
widi  the  deficiencies  and  neglects,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a  detaphment,  and  to  the  board  of  war. 

Tliat  all  new  munoeuvres  shall  be  introduced  by  the  inspector-general,  and 
all  old  ones  performed  according  to  the  established  pnnciples,  under  his 
superintendcncy  :  but  he  shall  not  introduce  or  practice  any  regulations  re- 
lative to  the  objects  of  his  departinent,  save  such  as  are  made  and  established 
in  manner  following:  all  rejrulalions  whatsoever  to  be  finally  appnned  and 
established  by  Congress,  iiut  the  exigence  ot  the  service  requiring  it,  tem- 
porary ones  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  introduced  by  the  inspector-c;eneral 
nith  the  approbation  oi  the  commander  in  chiel.  These  reguldiionb  to  be 
commnnicated  to  the  army  through  the  adjutant-general,  and  to  be  transmit- 
fed  to  the  board  of  wac  with  all  conyenient  despatch,  that,  heine  examined 
and  reported  bj  them  to  ConcresSk  they  may  be  r^ected,  altered,  amended, 
or  connrmed,  as  Congress  shall  deem  proper: 

That  there  be  as  many  sub-inspectors  as  the  commander  in  chief,  or 
commanding  officer  in  a  detarhment,  shall,  on  consideration  of  the  strength 
and  situation  of  the  army,  from  time  to  time,  deem  necessary,  to  be  taken 
from  the  line  of  lieutenant-colonels,  and  to  receive  their  instructions  relative 
tothe  department  from  the  inspector-general : 

That  there  be  une  brigade-inspector  to  each  brit:;:u]e,  who  sViali  be  one  of 
the  majors  in  the  brigade;  and  th-dt  the  odice  of  brigade-ins-pector  shall  in 
future  be  annexed  to  that  of  major  of  brigade.  He  shall  accordin<xlv  keep  a 
roster  ot  ihe  battalions  of  his  brigade,  regulate  the  details  and  take  care  of 
the  formation  and  march  of  all  guards,  detachments,  &c.  from  the  brigade. 
He  is  to  receive  the  general  orders^  and  commnnicate  them  to  the  command- 
i^  officers  of  the  brigade  and  regiments,  and  through  the  adtutants,  to  idl  the 
officers  of  the  brigade.  He  is  so  far  as  concerns  his  brigade,  to  inspect  the 
olice  of  the  camp,  the  discipline  and  order  of  the  service.  In  time  of  action 
B  is  to  assist  in  executing  the  necessary  mancenvres  of  the  brigade,  according 
to  the  orders  of  the  brig^er  or  officer  commanding.  He  is  to  do  no  duty 
w  the  line : 

That  all  the  officers  of  the  inspectoiship  having  appointments  in  the  line, 
retain  th(  ii  rlL^;tits  of  command,  succession,  and  promotion,  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  they  had  not  assumed  the  oflSce.  But  as  the  duties  of  this  de- 
partment are  sulficient  to  employ  their  whole  time,  they  are  to  suspend  the 
exercise  of  their  respective  commands,  except  u«  particular  occasions,  when 
the  commander  in  duef,  or  commanding  officer  in  a  detachment,  may  deem 
>t  necessary  to  invest  them  with  command.  They  are  to  be  exempted  from 
all  common  camp  and  garrison  duty,  that  they  may  attend  the  more  carefully 
to  those  of  the  inspection ;  and  in  time  of  action  they  are  to  be  employed  in. 
usisting  in  the  execution  of  the  field  mancsuvres. 

That  the  inspector-general,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  inspector  of  the  army* 
he  subject  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  the  board  of  war,  and  the  commander 
iO  chief  only:  but  the  sub-inspectors  shall  also  be  subject  to  the  offipers 
(commanding  the  divisions  and  brigades  to  whicii  they  are  attached|  on  the 
priaciples  kcreia  established : 
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That  there  be  allowed  to  the  inspector-general,  in  consideration  of  the  ex' 
traordinary  e^cpenses  which  attend  the  execution  ot  his  oftice,  84  dollars  per 
tnoDth,  in  addinoa  to  the  paj  and  rations  of  a  niajor-geaeral,  heretofiore  pro- 
vided. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  commander  in  ciiief ;  and,  thej  eupon,  came  to  the  foUowiug 
arratig^ment  of  the  department  of  ordtuttce  t 

Besoktd,  That  the  conmanding  officer  of  artillery  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being,  shall,  under  tM  general  orders,  and  with  the  concurreMe 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  arrange  and  direct  all  business  of  the  ordnance 
department  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  field.  The  ordnance,  arms, and, mi- 
litary stores  in  the  fixed  magazines  to  bedrawn  out  only  by  the  orders  of  the 
board  of  war  an<l  ordnance  ;  unless,  in  the  course  of  the  service,  rirrum- 
fitances  should  occur,  in  which  the  procuring  such  orders  (unn  the  boatd 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conimandor  in  chief,  and  commantllni]!;  oiHcer  of 
artillery,  occasion  improper  delays  ;  and.  m  such  cases,  the  coimnunding  offi- 
cer of  artillery  shall  have  the  power  to  draw  li  oni  the  nearest  magazines  the 
supplies  wanted  ioi  the  army  :  and  the  dilfei en t  commissaries  and  directors 
of  the  magazines  and  laboratories  shall,  in  sich  cases,  immediately  obey  the 
orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  informing  the  board  oi  war  and 
ordnance  of  the  same.  And,  that  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding 
officer  of  artillery  may  know,  in  such  cases^  where  to  send  for  necessary  sup- 
plies, the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  shall  cause  monthly  returns  of  all  ord* 
nance,  arms,  and  military  stores  at  the  magazines  and  arsenate  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  made  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  will  communicate  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  artillery  the  whole  or  any  part  of  thrm,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  good  ol  the  sej  vicc  rtvjuinvs.  And  as  it  may  Irtniuently  happen, 
thai  parts  ot  lUe  army  may  be  tlctached  to  suclr  dist  inces  as  to  render  their 
obtaining  supplies,  in  the  ciicunistances  above  mf  ulioned,  by  the  inuneiliatc 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  olVicer  of  artillery,  incon- 
venient ;  in  such  cases,  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  ar*> 
tillety  shall  give  to  the  commanding  officers  of  jthe  detachment,  and  of  the  ar* 
tillery  anneied  to  it,  proper  directions  tw  famishing  the  detaclunent  with  the 
aecessary  supplies  4^ ontnance,  arms,  and  military  stores ;  and  the  orders  of 
tiiesaid  commandingofficersof  the  detachment,  and  of  the  artilleryannexedto 
it,ei¥en  pursuant  to  the  said  directions,  shall  be  obeyed  by  the  commissaries 
and  directors  at  the  magazines  and  laboratories,  as  if  given  immediately  by 
the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  artillery  of  the  United 
States,  Each  commanding  officer  of  artillery  making  these  extraordinary 
drauuhis,  shall  immediately  give  information  thercot^  and  of  the  occasion  of 
them,  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

2.  That  there  shall  be  afield  commissary  of  militnry  stores,  to  be  appoint* 
ed  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  w  ho  shall  receive  and  issue  all  ordnance, 
arms,  and  military  stores,  in  the  field,  pursuant  to  the  ordm  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  artillery ;  all  orders  for  this  par- 
pose  from  the  commander  in  chief,  to  be  directed  to  Hie  commanding  officer 
of  artillery.  The  field  commissary  shall  have  so  many  deputies,  conductoiPS 
and  clerks,  to  be  likewise  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  as,  m 
tlie  opinion  of  the  board,  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  ol 
artillery*  the  service  shall,  from  time  to  time,  require. 

3.  'Hie  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  cu»»- 
umnder  in  chief,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  lay  before  tlie  boar<l  of  warand  ord- 
nance prnpiM  estimates,  (which  are  by  tlie  board  to  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress) ot  all  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  storc>,  necrssaiy  to  be  made  and 

Srovided  f'»r  the  use  of  the  army  of  tlie  Uililcd  fciatcs,  that  the  accessary  or- 
crs  may  be  given  cuiicciniiig  uiera. 
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4.  That  whenf»ver  the  said  commanding  officer  of  artillery  shall  judge  any 
particular  directions  necessary  lor.j  or  alterations  and  improvements  to  be 
made  in,  the  construction  or  preparation  of  ordnance,  arms,  and  luiliiary 
stores,  of  any  kind,  he  shall  communicate  the  same  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance  for  thuir  consideraitoii  ;  who  shall  thereupon  give  such  order**  for  the 
aitiiiceri  and  laboratory  uieii,  as  they  siiali  judge  lUe  good  ol  Lhti  spruce  re- 
quires. * 

5.  Tbat  th«  £etd  comnissvjof  militarj  stores*  his  deputies,  conductors, 
md  cUitkBt  shall  be  independent  of  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores ; 
mA  Ae  said  field  commissary  shall  make  monthly  returns  of  all  ordnance, 
arms,  and  nulitary  stores,  receiyed,  issued,  and  remaining  on  handytothe 
hoard  of  war  and  ordnance,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commanding 
efficer  of  artillery.  Uis  deputies  and  conductors  also  having  tlie  chief  care 
of  the  military  stores,  with  any  detached  parts  of  the  army,  shall  make  the 
like  returns  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  the  respective  officers  com- 
manding those  detachments,  their  commanding  officers  of  arlillerv,  and  the 
field  cuiumissary  ;  and  the  latter  shall  draw  the  whole  into  one  general  retura 
monthly,  one  copy  whereof  he  shali  ti  arismit  to  the  board  of  \v;ir  and  ord- 
nance, one  to  the  commander  in  chief,  one  to  the  comioanding  officer  ofar- 
taiei        -  - 


Gommissarj 

iC miUtaiy  stores,  Aall  be  drawn  Out  of  the'military  chests  by  warrants  from 
the  cottMttder  in  chief,  and  ofiiciers  commanding  (letaehed  parts  of  the  army 
lamotively ;  and  the  accounts  <»f  expenditures  adjusted  and  settled  by  tho 
•aoitors  of  acconnts^  once  in  every  three  months,  and  finally  transmitted  to 

the  treasury  board. 

7.  That,  when  it  shall  be  thought  necessary,  the  commanding  officer  of  ar- 
tillery shall  send  officers  of  artillery  to  visit  the  laboratories,  founderies  and 
manufactories,  to  the  intent  that  they  may  thereby  gain  an  in«?ight  into  the 
mechanical  branches  of  their  profession.  And  such  number  ol  artillery  offi- 
cers, as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  officer  Of  artillery,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  commander  in  chief,  can  be  spared  from  their  duty  in  the  field, 
dudt  lit  every  convenient  season,  be  stationed  at  all  or  any  of  the  principal 
UnrstorioB,  to  be  instmcted  in  the  laboratory  art,  that  a  knowledge  theraef 
Bay  be  disseminated  through  the  corps* 

That  the. deputy  field  conimissaries  and  conductors  shall  apply  for  and^ 
ncdve  all  ordnance^  arms,  and  stores  issued  from  the  fixed  arsenals  and 
magazines.  And  to  prevent  any  that  are  insufficient  being  carried  into  tho 
field,  the  said  coinnf^ssaries  and  conductors  shall  receive  none  apparently  un- 
fit for  service.  And  whenever  any  articles  in  the  ordnance  department  in 
the  field  shall  be  so  damaged  that  they  cannot  be  tliore  repaired,  and  are,  by 
order  of  tlie  conkuiauding  officer  of  artillery,  with  tlie  army,  or  with  nnv  de- 
tachment of  it,  sent  to  the  commissary-general  ol  military  stores,  or  any  of 
his  deputies,  he  and  tliey^hall  receive  the  same,  at  such  place  as  shall  be  most 
oanvenient  ;  and  either  immediately  cause  them  to  be  repaired,  or  replace 

ivith  others  fit  for  service,  as  sliall  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  ia- 
tsrest. 

9.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  field<conunissary  and  his  subordi- 
itftte  officers,  be  as  follows,  viz* 

'   pay  per  month.  Subsist,  per  month.  Bitionsperday. 
Wtne  ficld^commissarr,    •         •  75  doUan.  40  doUttS.  1 

^puty  field-coiUUiissaiy  .         .   60  30  1 

JjTOctor  ...   40  10  '1 

CUak      ...        ^  40  10  1 

10,  That  there  shall  be  one  surveyor  of  ordnance,  to  be  appointed  annually 
iTom  the  colonels,  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
ntnee,  nntil  Congress  shall  direct  otherwise.  The  officer  thus  appointed 
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shall  retain  his  rank  in  the  artillery,  and  all  the  benefits  arising  from  it;  but 
during  the  time  of  his  surveyorship,  he  shall  not,  exccjit  in  extraordinary 
cases,  or  when  called  for  by  the  comnianderin  cliief,  perionn  any  duty  in  the 
line.  His  duty  as  surveyor  shall  be  to  examine  into  the  construction,  quali- 
ties, and  condition  ot  all  cannon,  carriages,  ai  ms,  and  tlie  materials  for, and 
preparation  of,  every  species  of  warlike  stores,  and  to  visit  all  the  different 
arseiivils,  founderies,  labui  aturies,  and  workshops,  belonging  to  the  ordnance 
department  ol  the  United  States,  carefully  noting  every  error  and  defect  he 
•ball  discover ;  which,  together  with  a  general  state  of  the  department,  he 
shall  report  immediately  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  as  well  at  tiw 
commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  with  his  ideas  of  any  alterations  and  im- 
provements proper  to  be  made  thereon.  He  shall  also  examine  M  ordnance 
and  military  stores  in  the  field,  and  report  tiie  state  of  them  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  artillery,  and  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ;  and  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  the  commisRaries  of  military  stores,  as  well  in  the  field  as 
elsewhere,  shall  make  returns  to  the  said  surveyor,  and  shall  expose  to  his 
▼iew  all  the  ordnance,  arms,  and  stores,  and  all  materials  for  the  ordnance 
department  in  their  custody.  And  the  surveyor  «hall  examine  the  said  stores, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  q  iality,  quantity,  and  numbers  agree  with  the  return, 
and  make  report  to  the  board  only.  He  shall  likewise  examine  into  the 
number  of  workmen  employed  in  each  branch  of  the  ordnance  department; 
and  the  principal  in  each  brancii  shall  make  monthly  returns  of  all  wui  k  done 
within  the  month,  one  to  the  said  surveyor  of  ordnance,  and  one  to  the  com- 
missai  y -general  of  military  stores  ;  and  each  of  the  latter  hhall  transmit  copiea 
thereof  monthly  to  tiie  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

11*  For  executing  the  duties  before  mentioned,  and  any  others  relating  to 
the  ordnance  department,  which  the  good  of  the  service  may,  from  time  to 
time,  require,  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  shall  g^ve  to  the  said  sunreyor 
anch  instructions  ns  they'  shall  think  proper* 

12.  For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  said  surreyor  in  the  exercise  of  his 
office,  he  shall  be  allowed  70  dollars  per  month,  besides  his  appointments  as 
a  field  officer  of  artillery* 

IS.  That  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
performance  of  his  duties  therein  before  prescribed,  shall  be  allowed  75  dol- 
lars per  month  ;  and  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery  with  any  detached 

f»art  of  the  army,  shall  have  a  like«aiiowance,  in  proportion  to  his  pay  in  the 
ine. 

FRIDAY,  Ftbrmry  19, 1779.  • 

A  petition  from  major  Des  Isnard  and  capt.  de  Truisson,  was  read,  pray- 
ing, af»  they  cannot  find  an  immediate  passajre  to  France,  to  be  admitted  to' 
serve  the  ensuing  campaign  in  count  Pulaski's  corps,  tlie  former  with  the 
pay  of  captain  and  the  latter  of  lientenant : 

Besohid,  That  they  be  informed  that  the  present  arrangement  and  state 
of  the  army  do  not  admit  the  p;rantins  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

A  letter  from  J.  Reed,  president  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read, 
requesting  that  Congress  would  favor  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  with  co^ 
of  their  proceedings  against  capt.  Nicholson,  on  the  complaint  of  gov.  John' 
son  of  Maryland  ;  upon  a  like  complaint  made  by  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia, 
aeainst  an  officer  of  the  United  States;  and  lately  on  a  compbunt  made  by 
Sew-Jersey,  or  the  governor  thereof,  against  general  Maxwell : 

jRe^olvrff,  That  the  president  be  ruriii^hed  with  the  copies  desired. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  president  be  informed,  that  the  several  states 
have  a  n»ht  to  copies  of  public  resolutions  of  Congress,,  upon  appUcatioDS 
being  made  to  the  secretary  therelbr  by  ilieir  delegates. 

On  this  the  previous  question  was  moved«  and  iheyeas  and  nays  being 
quired  thcieou  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
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Bode-Island, 
Cormdicui, 

Stw-Yvk, 


ay 


jy,'Carotina, 


Mi,  Plater, 
.  Paca, 
Cannichfe], 
HeniT, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
II.  Smitb, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Peiin, 
HUl, 
Burice, 
Mr.  Diaytcm       uy  ) 

Hutson,  ai/  ^  *^ 
M^.  Laiigworthy,  ay  ^cy 


ay 


New-Flhmpshire,  Mr.  ^Vili|>|)lc, 
Mm^dtS'Baif,  Mr.  S.  Aduuis, 
Getty,  ■ 

Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

ROQf^ 

VS^,  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Withei-spoon,  ay 
Fell,  ay 
AMiy&anu^    Mr.  Clingan, 

AUee, 

Georgia^ 

So  it  parsed  In  the  attirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 
The  coinmiltee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whei  en {)()n, 
Bisolved,  That  5,000,160  dollars  iu  bills  of  credit  of  the  I  nited  States, 

be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  bo^  of  treasury^  and  on  the  faith  of 

the  United  States : 

Tkt  the  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  as 
iheeinissioii  directed  od  the  Sd  of  February  inst  and  be  numbered  from  the 
lift  Bflmber  in  each  denomiiiation  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  following 
doHHDmationSy  viz. 

2S;n8  bins  of  60  di^bis  eadk  32i728  bilb  of  30  (kDan  each.  22,72$  bills  of  r  dbllsrs  eMdi. 
^728  do.     50      do.       33,728  do.    20      do.       22^28  do.     5      do.  • 
do.     40      do.        22,728  do.      8  do. 

Whereas  bjr  the  depositions  of  Samuel  Inglis,  it  appears  to  the  committee 
of  the  treasury,  that  tne  facts  set  forth  in  his  petition  to  Congress  of  the  9th 

of  December  last,  arc  truly  stated  ;  and  that  about  the  9th  of  October  last* 
having  in  his  possession  five  sets  of  bills  of  exchange,  dated  the  21st  of'Ppp- 
tcmber  last,  and  issued  by  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  t)ie  cutui- 
nental  loan-office  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  in  Paiis,  in  favor  of  Robert  Bridges,  to  the  amount  of 
5130  livres  tournois,  for  payment  of  interest  due  on  loan  (iliice  certifi- 
cates, he  the  said  .Saiuuel  Inglis,  to  prevent  the  enemy  tiom  getting  pos- 
session of  the  said  bills,  did  destroy  them,  and  that  they  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lomtog  denominations,  viz. 

No.  53  1  set,  for  600  dollars.  1  No.  216  1  set,  for  60  dollars.  |No.  679  1  set,  for  30  dolkia. 
113  Ida  for 300  do.   |     646  1  do.  for 36  do.  | 

'  One  thdosand  twenty tSix  dollars  at  five  livres  totimois  per  dollar,  is  5130 
livres  tonmois ! 

BmM,  That  the  treasnreii  loans  he  directed  to  sign  and  delirer  to 
tiie  ssid  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  to  be  by  him  issued  to  the  saia  Robert  Bridges^ 
five  sets  of  exchange,  amounting  to  5130  livres  tonmois,  of  tb^  tenor  and 
date  aforesaid,  excepting  that  each  set  is  to  consist  of  the  5th,  6tht7th,  and 
Bth  bills,  and  to  specify  in  the  body  of  each  bill  that  one  only  of  the  eight  it 
to  be  paid:  provided  that  the  said  Samuel  Inglis  shall,  previous  to  the  is- 
euing  of  the  said  bills,  give  to  the  said  treasurer  of  loans  a  bond  in  the  pe- 
nalty of  ^0,000  dollars,  with  sufficient  sureties,  pav;ib!e  to  the  president  of 
Congre8,or  his  successor  in  office,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  J^tates,  forin- 
demnifying  the  public  or  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  interested  there- 
in, from  the  payment  of  any  of  the  original  bills  of  exchange  aforesaid  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  furnish  tlie  said  Robert  Bridges, 
*itii  quadruplicate  letters  of  advice,  each  containing  an  attested  copy  of  the 

§ receding  resolution,  to  the  coumussiouei  oi  commissioners  of  the  UiuUd 
tates  at  Paris.  ,    .      .  . 

Ordmd,  That  Mn  Ellsworth  have  leave  of^abmoe. 
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Ordered,  That  the  martne  comnittee  give  dlirecttons  to  have  ooe  or  the  coa* 
tinentftl  fixates  prepared  for  sea  with  all  expedition. 

SATURDAY,  Fehriiary  20,  1779. 

Mr*  B.  H.  Lae«  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  hia  seat  in 

Congress* 

M  hereas  brigadier  M*Intosh,  commaniiing  a  detachment  of  the  armj  at 
Fort-Pitt,  hath  requested  leave  to  retire  from  that  command: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  commaailer  in  chiet  be  directed  to  appoint  a  pi  oper 
officer  ttr  succeed  to  the  said  command  ;  and  that  brigadier-general  IM'lutosh, 
on  betn<^  relieved,  repair  to  the  maiii  anny  or  to  such  post  as  sbaii  be  as- 
signed to  him  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  wsui  read  :  Whereupon, 

Be$otved,  That  the  portmanteanB  and  valetea  fiimiahed  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  bj  the  «]uarter-Dia8ter  general,  nnrauantto  the  orders  of  the  eonioian- 
dor  IB  chief,  be  charged  to  t£e  Uaitea  StateSi  and  the  officers  permitted  tp 
retain  them  for  their  own  use :  provided  that  no  officer  shall  be  more  thaa 
•nee  furnished  at  tiie  public  expense,  with  the  articles  aforesaid,  unless  un- 
avoidably lost,  or  taken  by  the  enemy  in  time  of  action 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  lasses  of  capt.  Lewis  Celeron,  1000 
dollars  be  granted  to  him  to  enable  him  to  equip  himself  for  further  service. 

RpfiolveiT,  That  no  brevet  commission  be  granted  to  any  officer  except 
with  the  consent  of  nine  -states. 

The  committee  conbistini;  ol  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred letters  of  gov.  Henry,  and  William  Finnie,  deputy  quarter-master 
^neral,  respecting  the  convention  troops  stationed  near  Charlottcvillc,  in 
vii^inia,  report, 

Thai  having  conferred  witk  the  beard  of  war,  they  are  informed  that 
orders  were  ^ven  in  due  time  to  the  commissary  and  quarter-master  g^n- 
«ral,  for  providing  every  thing  necessary  in  their  respective  departments  for 

the  use  of  the  said  convention  troops  ;  that  no  complaints  have  been  re" 
ceived  respecting  a  deficiency  of  provisions ;  that  the  barracks  were  not 
completed  for  the  reception  oi  the  troops  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  but 
that  they  would  soon  be  in  good  ardvr  a!i»  r  that  time  ;  that  many  British 
officers  had  Ix  lii  [lermitted  to  j^o  to  the  neighborins:  towns  for  quarter^  until 
they  could  hv  better  accommodated  at  or  near  the  barracks;  that  as  no  pre- 
paration hath  been  made  at  any  other  place  for  the  accommodation  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  said  troops,  it  will  be  inconvenient  at  present  to  remove  , 
them ;  that  as  some  complaints  have  been  received  respecting;  the  negli- 
gence of  the  quarter-master  in  that  department,  the  disorders  which  are  ap^ 
prehended  and  at  present  snbatst,  may  probablj  be  prevented  and  remedied 
by  the  personal  attendance  of  the  said  quarter-master  at  the  barracks : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  orders  issue  from  the  board  of  war  to  the  quarter-master 
in  the  said  department,  directing  him  to  reside  at  or  near  the  said  barracks, 
and  that  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Vir2;ini:i,  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  superintend  the  conduct  of  those  who  sluiU  have  the  direc- 
tion of  the  said  troops:  and,  if  they  shall  think  it  propei ,  to  take  such  order 
for  the  accommodation  and  distribution  of  the  said  troops  within  the  said  state 
as  the  necessity  of  the  case  mayreriuire. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  auditors  in  the  army ;  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Felix  Varley  and  Alexander  Fowler  were  elected.  ^ 

'jResolved,  That  the  president  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  transmit  to 
the  execntive  powers  of  the  several  states,  blank  commissions  for  officers 
in  the  line  to  be  appointed  by  them,  and  that  they  be  requested  regnlarly  to 
send  the  names  of  suck  officers  to  tiie  board  of  war. 
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MONDAY,  February  22,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  ^en.  Wasliin»ton,  was  read,  eDclosing  unsealed 
letters  troui  New-York  to  major-general  Lee: 

Ordered,  '^hat  the  president  forward  to  major-general  Lee  the  letters  di- 
ncted  to  him,  and  fnform  Kim  that  Congress  have  no  doutaft  but  he  will  explain 
th  e  transaction  therein  mentioned. 

jo  pursuaifce  of  the  powers  vested  in  him,  Mr.  M'Kean,  a  delegate  of 
the  state  of  Delaware,  Bigtted  and  ratified  the  articles  of  confederation  in 
behalf  of  that  state. 

TUESDAY,  February  a^,  1779. 

Thf  rlp1pn;ateof  Delaware  laid  before  Congress  sundry  resolutions  passed 
bv  ihc  council  of  that  state,  January  the  23d,  1779,  respecting  tlie  articles 
ot  confederation  and  pei  petual  union,  and  concurred  in  by  the  house  of  as- 
sembly, January  the  5<i8th,  1779,  previous  to  their  passing  a  law  to  empower 
their  delegates  to  sign  and  raUiy  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union. 

On  which  it  was  moved,  that  the  same  be  filed :  to  which  it  was  moved  as 
an  amendment  to  add  provided  that  it  shall  never  be  considered  as  admit* 
ting  anv  claim  br  the  same  set  up  or  intended  to  be  set  up.'' 

Oft  this  amendfment  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bllery, 


SaihUmyiMlhire,'Ur,  Whipple, 

Pl'OSt, 

^»ia*stU-Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 


XewJeneif, 


Ilolten, 
Mr.  EUciy, 
Collins^ 
Mr.  Uoot, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  Withetspoont  no'> 
FreliagluHisen,!!^  > 


PenmyhaniOf    Bfr.  Clingan, 

Atlee, 


Virginia^ 


S^'Cui'oiuia, 


Shippen, 
Searle, 

Mr.  M'Kcan, 

Mr.  ]*aca, 
Hear}', 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
P.  LrLee^ 
M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
R.  II.  Lee, 
Nelson, 

Ur.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


So  it  passed  in  the  afTirmativc. 

On  the  question,  Hesolved,  That  the  paper  laid  before  Conn^ress  by  the 
delegate  fruni  Delaware  and  read,  be  tiled  ^  piovitled  that  it  shall  never  be 
considered  as  admitting  any  claim  by  the  same  set  up  or  intended  to  be 
setnp. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Smhed^  That  the  following  person^,  nominated  by  the  board  of  treasu- 
ry, be  appointed  signers  of  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States,  namely,  Na- 
thaniel Dunell,  Robert  Roberts,  son  of  John  Roberts,  surveyor,  Jedediah 
Snowden,  Samuel  Lyon,  Joseph  Carleton,  Joshua  Coit,  John  Nicholson, 
Cornelius  Comeirys,  Moses  Young, Belcher  P.  Smith,  George  Bond,  Thomas 
Kddison,  Williaiu  Gamble,  Joseph  Watkins,  Isaac  Gray,  Lodowick  Sprogell, 
Unbf^rt  Mullen,  John  Lawrence,  John  Leacock,  Samuel  Wetherill,  jun. 
.luse^h  Kerr,  Luson  Siminons,  William  Stretch,  Thomas  Nevil,  Paul  CoXr 
James  Dundas  and  Robert  Cather. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tlic  board  of  war  of 
January  fiSds  Whereupon,  ' 

Jiisolwed,  That  Mens.  Vernle  be  appointed  migor  in  brigadier<|enerjil 
^liaki's  legioiu 

Vol.  lU.  Sr 
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WBDKEDAY,  P'^hvory  d4, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  November  rth,  177&,  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  A.  Lee,  and 
J.  Adams,  xommisfioners  of     United  States  at  Fairis,  wa»  readt  enclosiogj 
copies  of  letteh^  that  passed  between  the  said  commissioners  and  Mens,  dej 
Sartine,  minister  of  the  marine  in  France,  relative  to  the  recapture  of  a  I 
French  vessel  by  the  general  Mifflin  privateer,  capt.  Daniel  M'Keil;  cttpies' 
qf  letters  between  them,  the  said  commissioners,  and  Mons.  the  connt  de 
Tergennes,  relative  to  a  negotiation  to  be  made  with  the  Barbary  states  ; 
and  aisOy  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  ambassador  of  Naples,  to  the  coinnus- 
sioners,  informing,  that  the  king  his  master  has  opened  his  ports  to  the  flag; 
of  the  United  States  of  AmericLi,  and  fhvsirina:  at  these  times  when  the  sea 
is  covered  with  privateers  of  (rillerent  naiions.and  also  with  pirates,  to  know 
the  coloui^  of  the  flag  and  form  oi  the  sea -papers;  togeUier  with  a  copjof 
the  commissioners'  answer : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  and  papers  enclosed  as  relates  to 
the  re-capture  of  the  l?  rench  veasel  capt.M*Neil,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  appeals.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  court  of 
appeals  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  bj  them  to  revise  the  arti- 
cles respectine  the  legality  of  captures,  te» 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  papers  relative  to  a  neeotiation  with  the  states  of  (Bar- 
barj,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  £e  members  chosen*  Mr.Carmi- 
chael,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  minister  of  Naples,  and  the  commis- 
sioners' answer,  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee^  and  that  tiie  commit*  = 
tee  be  instracted  to  report  forms  of  proper  commissions,  ship-papers,  and 
the  like,  with  the  means  of  authenticating  them,  and  of  notifying  the  same  to 
the  several  powers  who  shall  be  disposed  to  open  their  ports  to  the  sub^ecta  | 
of  the  United  States.  • 

On  the  instruction,  the  )^eas  and  nays  being  required  hy  Mr.  Burke, 


^.-Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mama  aUs-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Aciium, 

Geny, 
Holten, 

Itkoda-Mcmd^  Mr.  Kllery, 

ColUnsy 


OoWIOCfMSttl', 


Delaware, 


Virginie, 


Mr.  M*Kean, 
>li'.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichac], 
Henrj', 
Ifr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 


no 


S.'Carolina, 


R.  H.  heCfexcug 

Griffin,  no 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn,  ay 

HiU, 

Biirke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy,  ii»  }^ 


no 


Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

G.  Morris, 

Lewis, 
Mr*  Witherspoon, 

Frelinghausen,  ayyay 
Fell,  ay  3 

Penmyhania,  Mr.  Chngan,         ay  \ 

Shippen,  cyf 

Atiee,  ay  I  ^ 

Searle,  ay ) 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  marine  committee  for  the  state  ot  Virginia, 
desirins  to  be  excused  from  that  service, 
JUe^ved,  That  he  be  ezcased. 

CoDgresB  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  for  the  marine  committee : 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  wag  elected  for  the  aUte  of  Vireinia ;  Mr.  Fell,  for  the  state 
of  New-Jersey ;  and  Mr.  Searle,  for  tlie  state  of  Pennsy  1  vanis. 

Beeohed,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  tlie  board  of  treasury :  the  m^' 

her  chosen,  Mr.  Frelinghausen, 

A  letter,  of  the  Slstof  January,  from  col.  Hartley,  president,  and  others, 
members  of  a  oourt-martiaU  recommending  to  mercy  a  certidn  Patrijck  Roach, 
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a  soldier  of  col.  Hartley's  i  eu;ituent»  condenuied  hy  the  said  court  to  suffer 

death  for  the  crime  of  aesertion  : 
llesoived,  That  the  said  Patrick  Roach  be  pardoneHf. 

Congress  took  iiiro  consideration  a  h'trer  ot"  January  the  29th»  froiii  (lie 
supreme  executive  council  of  Peonsjivaiua,  atid  the  papers  therein  enclosed  , 
Whereupon,  it  was  moved. 

That,  in  the  opimon  of  Congress,  major  Clarkson  ought  to  haTO  attended 
6ie  executive  couocil  upon  their  request  of  January  the  25th,  177t>,  unlets 
prevented  by  hia  military  duties,  or  some  odier  good  and  sufficient  reason, 
m  which  case  he  ought  to  have  assigned  his  reasons  to  the  said  council." 

Amotion  was  madO)  that  the  words  unless  prevented,  &c«"  to  the  end, 
be  struck  out : 

And,  on  the  question,  that  those  words  stand  as  part  of  the  resolution,  the 
jeasand  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


N.-Ihmpshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MutifitU'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adjuns, 

Gerry, 

Holten, 

Shod/-  h! and,    Mr.  Ellery, 
Ikw-lork,       Mr.  Jay, 

G.  Moirii^ 

Floyd, 

JfohJeney^     Mr.  "Withcrspoon,   7io  > 

FreUnghauseu^  no\ 

PtrWuif luani Of  Mr.  Clingan,  uo 

Shippen,  no 
AtU:e,  no 
Searle,  no 


no 


no 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


Georgta, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Camnichae], 
Mr.T.  Adann^ 

F.  I..  Lee, 
M  Smitli, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Ponn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

HutWMI, 

]fr.  Langworthy, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 
On  tlie  qui'stion  put  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
riay»  bemj^  required  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Searle, 


l^  -llamp.shirey  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mami'*Uii-Bayy  Mr.  S.  Adam^ 

Geny, 
Holtei^ 

TMdr-Mand,    Mr.  Kllery, 
toiuiecUciUf     Mr.  Hoot, 
Xem-XuHe,      Mr.  Jay, 

Monis, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 

JWf»Jferwy,     ]fr.  Witherspooii, 


Delaware^ 
J^foiyiandf 

Virginia, 


0 


Gtargia, 


Mr.  M'Kean,  . 
Mr.  Paca, 

Camiichacly 
Ifr.  T.  Adain% 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H*  liCe, 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Kr.  Drayton, 
Hutwm, 


ay  yay 
ayi 
no) 

no 

«y  I 

no J 


.Mr,  Ltngwwttiy,  m  ym 


Frelinf^iaiisen,  i^  > 
Fell,  ay) 
^^"tfuykama,  Mr.  Clingan,  ay' 

Shippen,  ay 
Atlee,  €Uf 
Searl^  ay. 

So,  the  states  being  equally  divided,  the  question  was  lost. 

Besolved,  That  the  letter  of  January  27th,  1779^  from  major  M.  Clarkson* 
to  the  said  council,  contains  indecent  and  Improper  expressions,  which  Con- 
gress  do  highly  disapprove  of. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  not  countenance  any  military  officer  in  dis- 
respectful conduct  to  the  civil  magistracy. 

A  doubt  being  raised,  whether  one  nieaiber  can  represent  and  g^ive  the  vote 
•f  the  state  of  Connecticut,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state, 
dated  October  21st,  1778,  were  called  foir  and  read ;  and^  on  the  question  put, 

Bmlwd,  That,  by  the  said  credentials,  not  lesa  than  two  can  represent 
the  state  of  Connecticut  in  Congress. 

THURSDAY.  February  25,  17:9. 
On  aotiep.  Congress  proceaded  to  in-consider  the  resolution  respecting 
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the  powers  of  tlie  delegates  of  Connecticut ;  and,  on  tlie  (juestiuo,  whether 
a  less  number  than  two  can  represent  the  state  of  ConnectiCUt|  agreeable  to 


the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  said  state  ? 
The  jea9  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Drajftoo, 


Jf^Him^lttkkt,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Geny, 

M/ude-Jtbmd,    Mr.  Ellcry, 

Co^ns, 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Hoot, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morrifly 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 

J^eK-Jencjf,      Mr.  Frelinglttu»en,no 

Fell,  m 


i 


no 


Pemujfhiaiiki, 


fMuifjIundf 


N.-VaroUna, 


S.-  CatvUnOf 
• 


Mr.  Clingan, 
sidpptn, 

AtifC, 
Mr.  Mater, 

Carmichacl, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

liriflTm, 

NeLioii, 
&Ir.  Fenn, 

Durke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Diuyton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy,  no 


;? 


no 

no  C  tia 

no  C  n0 

no~ 
no 
no 

m 
tn 
no 

no' 
no 
n» 


So  it  passed  in  the  nmtiTe. 

A  letter,  of  the  S5th,  from  T.  Mifflin,  was  read,  informing,  that  he  has 

not  heard  what  resolution  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  make,  ia  conse« 
nuenre  (jf  his  resignation  of  his  commission  of  major-general  in  the  service  of 
tke  United  States  in  August  last,  and  requestiiig  Congress  to  accept  his  re- 
signation :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  his  resi;;nation  be  accepted. 

The  committee,  con^istnig;  of  Mr.  Diiaiie,  \fr.  Root,  Mr.  ^i.  Smith,  Mr.  O. 
Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  iiiul  Mr.  Hutson,  to  whom  were  referred  instructions 
from  tlic  general  assembly  of  the  stale  nf  Pennsylvania  to  their  delegates^ 
and  otlier  papers  respecting  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  report. 

That  they  have,  according  to  order,  met  and  conferred  with  a  committee  of 
the  said  general  asseniblj^,  on  the  snbjectof  the  said  instructions,  and  received 
from  them  a  representation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  western  frontiers; 
Whereupon, 

Eefowedf  That  the  representation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  we.?tern 
frontiers,  communicated  by  a  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  Penusyl* 
vania,  and  also  copies  of  the  memorials  and  of  the  letters  from  the  governors 
of  Connecticut  and  New- York,  respecting  the  depredations  on  the  said  fron- 
tiers, be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  is  directed  to  take  ef- 
fectual measures  for  the  protf  ction  of  the  inhabitants,  and  chastisement  of 
the  savages. 

Jie^olvedy  That  five  companies  of  rangers  be  immediately  raised  on  the 
said  western  frontiers,  to  protect  the  same  and  annoy  the  enemy ;  each  com- 
pany to  consist  of  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  a 
drummer,  a  fifer^and  sixty  privates,  and  that  one  pav-master  and  one  deputy 
commissary  of  musters  be  appointed  for  the  whole  of  the  said  corps : 

That  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint  the  said  oflScers,  and  to  give  the  necespary  orders  for  rais- 
ing and  keepino  up  the  said  companies  to  their  full  complement;  and  that 
they  be  requested,  if  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for 
a  law  to  enable  them  to  fnake  draughts  from  the  mditia  tor  these  pui'poses : 

That  the  companies  shall  be  raised  and  inlisted  for  nine  mouths,  unless 
the  service  shall  sooner  admit  of  their  discharge  : 

That  every  volunteer,  on  passing  muster,  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  100 
dollars,  and  be  entitled  to  continental  pay  and  rations,  providing  himself*  st 
his  own  expense,  with  arms  and  clothing. 
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FRIDAY,  Febrmry  26,  1779- 

Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  a  delegate  from  Penns^lvauiaf  attended  and  took  hia* 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  from  m^jor-eeneral  Lee,  was  read,  explaining  the  transacticin  re-< 
ferred  to  in  the  unsealed  letters  from  New-York»  whlcli  were  ordered  to  be 

forwarded  to  him : 
Jiesolved,  Tbat  his  explanation  is  satisfactory  to  Congress. 
A  motion  was  made  that  ^en.  Lee  he  informed,  that  Congress  disapprove 

ofhis  peixotirtfinf];  his  hilU  in  New-Yurk  : 

On  wlilch  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Maryiand, 


N^Hampakire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Ma-isasUs-Mayf  Mr.  Lovell, 

Holten, 
Cnmcciieta,    Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

XeiV'l'ork,       lit.  Jay, 

Duftne, 

New^Jetaej^,     Mr.  FVeUngfiaiiaen,  no 

Fell,  770 
PmujfhHVua,  }Ir.  Clingan,  at/ 

J.  Armstrong,  no 
Atlee,  no 
Slearle,  m 


ay 
no 

no  > 
floS 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


Virginia, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Viicx, 

Caniiichael, 
Ileiirv, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  J.ee, 
M.  Suuth, 
K.  H.  Lee, 
GrifBii, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 
Dmyton, 
Hut  son. 


no 


Mr.  Langwortiiy,    ay  ^ay 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  ttie  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 


X-Uampihiret  Mr.  Wliipple, 

Frost, 

JlliiNa'«Mt*A^,Mr.  Loi-el^ 

Iloltcn,  . 
JMe^hkmd^  Mr.  Eliery, 

Collins, 


div. 


tio 
ay 

110  s 

\  div. 

yidir. 
noy 

ay' 


ay 
^ay 


Maryland, 


N.'CaroUmt, 


S»-CaroUna, 


Oeoiyittf 


Mr.  Paca, 

Cai-michael, 
Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
BIr.  Penn, 
H'Ul, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drajiion, 
Hutson, 
Mr,  Lan^oitfay, 


no 


Mr.  Dyer, 

^ththrorkf    '  Mr  J  : ;  , 

Duane, 

■ffecsfew^      Mr.  Frelingliausen,  ay 

Fell,  ay  I 

Pemuyhwiia,  Mr.  Clin^n,  no" 

J.  Armstrong:, 
•Atle^  ay 
^  .  Senile^  ay^ 

Sb  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the  treasury: 

Whereas  it  is  required  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  January, 
last'*  that  bills  of  the  emissions  of  MaySOth,  1777,  and  April  the  1 1th,  1778, 
be  crossed  and  struck  through  with  a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  diameter;" 
^ad  wherea?,  much  time  is  required  in  executing  this  business,  and  delays 
may  from  tlience  ensue  injurious  to  (he  public  : 

Hesolved,  That  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  respects  grossing  the 
said  bills  be  dispensed  with. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  liaurens,  Mr. 

aer  and  Mr.  Floyd,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  from  the  state  of 
Aiaehnsetts-Bay,  &e.  respecting  a  supply  of  provisions^  brought  in  a 
'^port  i  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 
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Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congre-s,  tluil  the  inhabitants  of  the  states 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  ami  Piovideiice  Plant atiuns,  are  dis- 
tresseil  for  want  of  bread,  and  cannot  obtain  supplies  except  ii  om  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina :  and,  whereas,  a  private  trade 
for  grain  and  flour  between  the  said  states  might  be  injurious  ano  ineffectual : 

Be9olv^9  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  4f  arylandy 
Virginiai  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  at  their  discretion,  to  permit 
the  executive  powers  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Provideiice 
Plantations,  to  purchase  and  exportf  under  proper  regulations,  such  quanti- 
ties  of  ^rain  or  flour  as  thej  maj  judge  expedient^and  may  be  able  to  spare 
respectively. 

Amotion  having  been  iikmIc  to  strike  out  the  word  "  North  Carolina and 
on  the  questi(»n  that  it  stand  partol  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Burke, 


J^\'Banipdtirej  Mr.  VVlupple» 

Frost, 

JtfiiMa'IXt-jSay,  Mr.  I^vell, 

Molten, 

MModC'Jtlandf  Mr.  Kllery, 

CoUlns, 
Cwitecikut,    Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

Jit^BWhTvHc,       Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

NeutJentyf     Mr.FtcliiigfasnBen,  ay 

Fell,  ay 

JPemuykfonia,  Mr.  Cfingan,  ay 

Shippen,  ay 
AmiilKingf  ay 
Atlee, 


oy 


Maryland, 


S^Car^lhia,  Mr, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Carmichael, 
Hcnrj, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
P.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
ftrifiiii, 

Mr.  Fenn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 

Drayton, 
Uutson, 
Mr.  Luigwoilhy^ 


no 


80  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolvedy  That  it  ^e  recommended  to  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land to  permit  the  schooner  Hanna,  Joseph  Malcolm,  master,  to  load  in  said 
state  veith  flour  and  bar-iron,  it  appearing  to  Congress  that  the  said  vessel 
was  fitted  out  by  the  board  of  war  of  Miissachu setts-Bay  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  public  magazines  in  tlie  said  state. 

SATURDAY.  February  27,  1779. 

%Vhereas  the  state  of  Maryland  liave  granted  to  ttie  oflicers  of  their  troops 
a  gratuity  to  enable  them  to  equip  themselves  for  the  field  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign ;  and  whereas  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  money  so  granted  is  of 
the  emissions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  the  11th,  177S : 

Restdved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  exchange  a  sum 
not  exceeding  40,000  dollars  of  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  brigadier- 
general  Smailwood,  advanced  by  the  state  of  Maryland  to  their  commission- 
ed officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Washinston,  was  fead,  enclosing  a  letter 
from  brif^adier  Glover,  and  one  from  coL  Wigglesworth«  praying  leave  to  re- 
sign their  respective  ciunmis^sioiis  : 

Ordered,  'that  tlie  letter  irom  col.  \yiggles worth  be  referred  to  the  dele- 
gates of  iMas«achusetts-Bay. 

Restdvedf  Thai  Congress,  sensible  of  brigadier-general  Glover's  past  me- 
rit, and  in  expectation  of  his  futui^  services,  direct  the  commander  in  chief 
to  indulge  him  with  a  furlougfi  for  such  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  settle 
his  private  alGurs. 

MONDAY,  March  1,  1779. 
Mr.  Jay,  president,  laid  before  Congress  a  continuation  of  his  powers  i9 
delegate  tor  tlie  state  of  New-York^  which  was  read.  / 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  pa- 
pers from  Mrw  Presideot  Reed,  respecting  public  wagons  employed  by  ma* 
jor-general  Arnold*  be  empowered  to  sead  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
eiainine  witnesses  on  oath, 

iCongress  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
February  6th,  and  thereupon, 

SisoML,  That  Mons.  Oneil  be  appointed  captain  of  infantry  in  brigadier* 
general  count  Pulaski's  legion  : 

ThatMnn*;.  Vdcliu,  Mons.  Beaulieii,  Mons.  Kerlevan, and Mons. la Clo8e« 
be  appointed  lieutenants  in  the  said  legion.  .  ^ 

TUESDAY,  mreh  2,  1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  represented  that  application  has  been  made  to 
the  board  for  arrearages  or clothing  due  to  two  regiments  for  the  year  1777% 
and  that  other  regiments  in  the  service  have  similar  demands,  which  mfjiit 
to  be  adjusted  and  paid  witli  all  the  despatch  compatible  with  the  prevention 
of  frauds  to  ti)c  United  States : 

Resolved,  That  a  proper  person  be  forthwith  appointed  and  commission- 
ed to  settle  and  pay  all  accounts  of  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  the  troops 
of  these  states  for  the  year  1 777  - 

Tliat  this  commissioner  be  authorized  to  call  on  the  clothier-general 
and  Ills  deputies,  for  immediate  and  exact  returns  of  all  clothing  by  them 
issued  for  the  year  1777,  shewing  at  what  times,  to  whom,  and  for  whose  use 
the  same  was  issued;  which  returns  the  clothier-general  and  his  deputies 
are  directed  to  make  accordingly.  Tlie  clothiers  in  the  several  states  are 
also  desired  to  make  to  the  said  commissioner  similar  returns  of  all  the 
clothing  by  them  issued  for  that  year,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  goveruments  of  the  states  respectively  are  requested  to  give  the  orders 
ind  assistance  necessary  for  this  end.  And  all  officers  of  the  army 
have  received  clothing  for  the  troops,  either  of  any  continental  or  state  cIo* 
thier,  or  by  purchase  or  impressment,  are  directed  to  render  to  the  commis- 
sioner aforesaid,  a  return  of  the  same,  and  account  with  him  for  their  duo 
application  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  officers  conunandiiig  at  any  sepai  ate 
posts,  do  forthwith  cause  the  captains  and  otiicerb  conununding  companies, 
in  the  troops  under  their  immediate  commands,  to  make  out  the  accounts  of 
their  respective  companies,  speciij  ing  die  names  of  the  claunants  still  in  th«^ 
service^  where  tbej  are,  what  they  nave  received,  and  what  is  still  dot ; 
these  points,  in  cases  of  doubt,  to  be  ascertained  by  a  particular  enquiry  of 
the  omcers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  each  company.  The 
sccounts  thus  formed  and  ascertained,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  regimental 
pay-masters,  who  shall  draw  them  into  a  general  one,  and  settle  the  same 
with  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  and  tlie  commissioner  shall  certify  tlie  sums 
due  on  such  accounts,  and  to  whom;  whereupon  warrants  shall  be  issued 
for  payment,  in  like  manner  as  for  the  monthly  pav  of  the  troops  : 

Tliat  the  !«aid  regimental  pay-masters  pay  the  aiiei raises  aforesaid  to  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  themselves,  or  their  representatives, 
to  whom  they  are  due;  and  account  with  the  commissioner  aforesaid  for  the 
moneys  they  received  for  that  use,  producing  the  receipts  of  tlic  iion-com- 
niissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  or  their  representatives,  as  vouchers.  And 
if  upon  such  accounting,  there  shall  appear  to  be  moneys  in  any  pay -master's 
hands,  received  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  afterwards 
died  or  deserted,  the  said  commissioner  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  pay- 
master ^neral,  or  his  deputy,  at  the  post  where  the  regiment  of  such  pay- 
/  master  is  stationed,  to  whom  he  shall  pay  over  all  such  moneys  rerouning  in 
1^  hands: 
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That  all  non  coininif^sioiied  officers  and  aoldiers  entitled  to  the  contiimtal 
biKiDtj  of  clothing,  who  served  in  the  year  1777,  but  are  not  now  in  the  eer> 
irlce,  and  their  representatives  in  case  of  death,  shall  also  receive  the  amar* 

ages  due  for  such  clothing:  provided  they  produce,  or  transmit  to  the  com- 
missioner aforesaid,  accounts  thereof,  proprrlv  authenticated  by  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  oflicers  under  whom  they  immediately  served,  or  other  sufficient 
evidence.  And  the  said  conniii^-iuner  beins:  satisfied  therewith,  shall  certify 
the  sums  due  on  those  accouuts  ;  whereupon  warrants  shall  issue  as  afore- 
said for  payment : 

That  as  in  the  coarse  of  this  enquirj  it  may  appear,  that  the  clothing 
issoed  to  divers  non-commissioned  officers  and  souuers  for  tiie  yctr  1777, 
exceeds  tlie  bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  the  regimental  pa^-masters  shall 
enter  the  names  oT  such  in  two  separate  rolls,  for  the  inspection  of  the  com- 
missioner aforesaid,  who  shall  transmit  one  of  them  to  the  pty^^master  gen- 
eral, or  his  deputy  at  the  post  where  the  regiments  may  happen  to  be,  and 
the  other  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  to  w  hich  such  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  belong,  who  shall  thereupon  be  put  untlcr 
stoppages  l)v  cider  of  such  cotnmafidin«>:  officers,  to  the  an»ount  of  the  sur- 
plusages oi  the  allowed  bounty ;  for  whicii  the  regimental  pa^-masters  shall 
accouiit  with  the  pay -master  general  or  his  deputy  aforesaid,  upon  every 
applicat  ion  for  the  regiment's  monthly  pay  : 

ritai  the  said  commissioner  be  permitted  to  employ  one  or  more  clerk  or 
clerks,  to  assist  him  in  executing  the  commission  afereeaid^  as  the  boiiiiesf 
•hall  reanire: 

That  the  smd  commissioner  be  allowed,  while  in  actual  service,  the  same 
pay  and  subsistence  as  an  auditor  of  the  army ;  and  that  he  be  appointed  by^ 
and  accountable  to,  the  board  of  war,  and  continue  in  office  so  long  only  as 
they  shall  think  proper  ;  and  that  his  clerk,  if  the  board  of  war  shalTdeem  it 

to  be  necessary  he  should  be  allowed  one,  have  the  same  pay  and  sobsittefice 
as  is  granted  to  a  clerk  oi  an  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  army. 

Whereas  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Provideiu  e  Plantations  is  invaded, 
and  hatli  represented  to  Congress,  tfiat  by  reason  thcieol  it  is  unable  to  levy 
tlie  proportioii  of  the  cuntinefitul  tax  assigned  them  for  tlie  present  yean 

Jfcsolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  taken  from  tlie  apportionment  of  the  tax 
for  the  present  year  to  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  | 
and  that  the  same,  by  the  consent  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  ef  8oiith-Gara« 
lina*  be  ad>led  to  the  apportionment  of  that  state. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mr.  D'Usglaa, 
fepresent*  that  gen.  Pulaski  has  expressed  his  wish  that  Mr.  D'Ugglaa  mold 
be  appointed  adjutant  to  his  corps;  and  therefore  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  George  Gustave  D*T^g<]^laa,  be  appointed  a  lieatenant  in  the  legton 
commanded  by  general  count  I'ulaski : 

On  the  (|uesti<io  to  agree  to  tiie  said  report,  tiie  states  were  equally  divided, 
and  the  question  lost* 

\VEDKESDAT,  Jlfarcft  3,  17791 

.  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  produced 
credentials,  by  which  it  appears  that  Frederick  Muhlenberg  Henry  ^'ya^ 
hoop,  and  James  MCleoe,  esqrs*  were,  on  the  second  of  this  month,  elected 
'  delegates  to  represent  the  state  in  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Edward  Biddle, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  and  William  *Clingan,esqrs. 

THURSDAY,  March  4,  1779. 

Mr.  J.  M^Clene,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  took  his  seal 

in  Con^n  s'^.  ^ 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  desiring  to  know  the 
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Mse  of  Congrem,  whether  the  ftupernnmerary  offieexs  are  entitled  to  one 
mr's  snbststence  as  well  tspay,  bj  virtoe  of  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of 

November  last ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  supernumerary  officers,  un(?er  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  ^4th  of  November  last,  are  not  entitled  to  subsistence  from 

Cungress. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell,  was  read  ;  whereupon, Congress  took  into 
consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  a  former  memoriai  of  R.  Jewell ; 
and,  thereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  eight  dollars  a  day  be  allowed  to  Robert  Jewell,  keeper 
of  the  new  gaol  in  PniUdelphia,  for  liimself^  his  door  keeper,  and  occasioiuil 
clf  rk  s  \ 
That  his  two  assistants  be  allowed  four  dollars  eikch  per  day : 
That  the  pay  of  these  allowances  commence  the  20tn  day  of  June^  17fS$ 
iihen  the  said  R*  Jewell  and  his  assistants  resumed  the  chains  of  the  said 

FRIDAY,  March  5,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  tlif  board  of  war,  was  rpad  :  WItoreupon, 

Hesolved,  That  tfie  coininittee  of  commerce  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
provide  such  supplies  and  arriclps  i)f  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as  the 
hoard  of  war  shall,  from  time  to  liiiic,  desire  them  to  procure. 

A  letter,  of  February  25th,  was  read,  from  11.  Pawling,  major  of  col.  Mai* 
colm's  regiment,  desinng  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  he  accepted.  ' 

A  letter  of  February  the  Idth,  from  brigadier  Yarnum*  wasread*  desiring 

a  dismission  from  the  army : 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  brigadier  Varnum  be  accepted. 
A  letter,  of  February  the  9th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  :  Whereupon^ 
Resolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general,  commissary  of  purchases,  and 
clothier-general,  and  such  of  their  dt-piitips  as  they  shall  appoint  for  that 
purpose,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  pay  all  ccrtifi- 
cites  (of  the  authenticity  whereof  they  are  or  shall  be  satisfied)  for  provi- 
?i  ns,  forag:e,  clothing,  or  other  articles  within  the  line  of  their  respective 
ilejjartments,  furnished  by  the  inhabitants  to  the  troops  on  detachments,  or 
in  cases  of  necessity,  where  supplies  could  not  be  obtained  in  a  regular 
course ;  for  which  sums  so  to  be  paid,  they  shall  be  allowed  for  their  trouble 
one  half  per  cent,  and  tio  more*  The  evidence  of  such  supplies  beine  fur- 
nished shall,  so  far  as  regards  the  party  of  whom  received,  be  the  certincates 
of  the  officers  receiving  tnem.   But  the  officers  in  the  said  departments^ 
clothiers  excepted,  paying  the  same,  shall  notify  the  officers  who  gave  such  * 
certificates  to  render  an  account  of  the  application  of  the  articles  so  receiyed* 
and  the  said  officers  are  hereby  directed  to  render  such  account  accordingly; 
and  the  said  quarter-master  and  commissary-general,  and  their  deputies,  so 
payinir  the  said  certificates,  are  hereby  authorized  anfl  empowered  to  ex- 
amine and  settle  the  said  accounts.    And  whensoever  any  misconduct  shall 
appear  in  any  officer  signing  a  certificate,  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  if  the  said  officer  be  with  the  niain  arniy,  and  if  not,  to 
the  commanding  general  or  officer  of  the  detachment  of  tlie  army  wherein  such 
officer  shall  serve,  that  a  trial  and  examination  be  had  by  a  court-martiai. 
And  if  there  shall  be  any  injustice  done  to  the  public,  or  the  articles  received 
hr  the  officers  were  unnecessary,  or  did  not  come  to  the  use  of  the  troopSg 
ine  officer  found  delinquent  shall  be  obli|:ed  to  refund  to  the  United  States 
the  whole  of  the  moneys  paid  on  the  certificate  in  pursuance  hereof,  or  such 
part  tliereof  as  shall  m  adjudged  reasonable,  and  be  cashiered*  or  otherwiae 
dealt  with  as  a  court-martial  sliall  determine. 
The  clothier-g^neral,  or  bis  deputies*  shall  transmit  to  the  commissioner 
Vol.  III.  28 
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appointed  for  sef  tlingthe  accounts  of  tlie  ai  t  carages  ot  cloihing  due  to  the 
soldiers  in  tlie  artnv,  copies  of  such  certificates  as  shall  be  paid  by  him,  that 
the  ofii*;e!  s  ^ijt;iiiti«^  the  certiticates  may  be  called  on  by  the  said  commissioner 
to  render  an  account  of  the  distribution  ot  the  articles,  which  shall  be  duly 
charged  to  the  men  who  have  received  them.  In  case  of  misconduct  of  any 
officer  signing  a  certificate,  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  had,  on  the  applica- 
tion and  report  of  the  connntMioner  of  clothing,  as  are  hereinbefore  directed* 

No  certincftte  given  before  this  date  shall  he  paid,  unless  the  same  he  pre- 
sented for  payment  within  six  months  from  this  day ;  and  no  certificate 
hereafter  given  shall  be  paid,  unless  pi  esented  to  the  proper  officer  within 
three  months  after  the  date  thereof. 

And  whereas  it  will  he  neceissary  that  in  future  certificates  be  more  formally 
authenticated »  to  prevent  many  inconveniencies  which  may  arise  similar  to 
those  already  experienced : 

Resolved,  That  certificates  hereafter  given  by  commissioned  officers,  for 
articles  received  for  the  use  of  the  army,  be  sitrned  uith  their  names  at  full 
length,  and  the  rank  they  hold  ;  and  if  under  ageuerai  ofiicer,  that  theregi* 
ment  to  which  they  belong  be  added  : 

That  the  particular  articles  receiveil  Ix-  inserted  in  tlie  body  of  flje  cer- 
tificate, their  value,  the  time  when,  and  place  where  received,  iu  letters  and 
not  in  figures  : 

That  the  certificates  be  directed  to  the  pi  incipal  of  the  department,  whose 
dut^  it  is  to  provide  the  articles  so  received,  or  nis  nearest  deputy  ;  separate 
certificates  to  be  given  whensoever  the '  articles  appertain  to  tne  several  de-  i 
partments;  i 

That  officers  keep  exact  copies  of  the  certificates  they  give,  and  transmit  i 
other  copies  to  the  nearest  deputy  or  agent  in  the  department,  giving  him  the 
necessary  information  respecting  the  business : 

That  the  deputies  transmit  copies  of  all  the  certificates  they  pay  to  their 
principals,  that  enquiry  may  be  made  ^^  hether  the  giving  the  certificatea  was 
necessary  for  the  public  service,  and  whetlier  the  thinp  recdved  have  been 
properly  applied  : 

The  committee,  rnnsi?finp^  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  M.  Snutlu  to  \\h<»ni  was  referred  the  memorial  of  brig;adier  Tliompson 
and  other  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  now  prisoners  of  war 
on  Long-Island  ;  and  also  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  council  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  with  sundry  prtpei-s  enclosed  respecting  pri- 
soners of  war  on  the  said  island,  biougliL  la  a  report;  whereupon.  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  Congress  have  on  all  occasions  manifested  an  earnest  desire  to 
alleviate  the  calamities  of  war^  and  more  especially  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  those  brave  and  vir toons  men,  who  with  inflexible  fortitude  have  sustained 
the  rigours  of  a  long  captivity ;  but  all  overtures  have  from  a  variety  of  ob^ 
atacles  hitherto  proved  inefiectual : 

Mesolved,  therefore.  That  general  Washington,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  fully  authorized  and  cm- 
powered,  at  his  discretion,  to  negotiate  and  establish  with  the  commander  In 
i  hief  of  his  BritHonic  majesty's  forces,  a  cartel  or  agreement  for  a  general 
exchange  of  prisoners,  comprehending^  the  convention  troops,  or  a  more  par- 
tial agrepfnent  for  any  particular  or  detinite  nuiuher  of  prisoners  ;  and  to  fix 
and  conclude  upon  the  terms  ot"  the  said  exchaiij^e,  ascertaining  and  allowing 
an  equivalent  of  inferior  for  superior  officers,  and  an  equivalent  of  privates 
for  onieers,  according  to  such  proportion  as  has  been  customarv  or  shall  ap- 
pear to  him  to  be  just  and  equitable  ;  and  to  appoint  commissioners  and  the 
time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  to  treat  and  confer  with  the  commissioners 
to  be  authorized  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forces,  on  the  form 
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and  maimer  oi  ^uch  exchange ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  acts  and 
stipulations  of  llie  said  commissioners,  being  notified  and  confirmed  bj  tlie 
reipective  command uni  inchiei  aioresaid,  tihall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

SATURDAY.  Mtrch  6,  1779- 

A  memmrial  from  the  chevalier  de  la  Colo^be,  waa  read,  desiring  to  obtain 
the  com  mission  of  inujor  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  serve  as 
supernomerary  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  baron  de  Kalb»  who  has  express- 
ed a  desire  to  have  him  as  sach  for  the  enbuing  campaign ;  Whereupon, 
Hesolvedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  not  complied  with. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Eliery,  and  Mr.  Burke,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  comtnittee  on  appeals  of  January  19th, 
1779,  liaMii^,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  to  them  given,  examined  into 
the  cauM  ^  of  the  refusal  of  the  judjjeof  thv  court  of  admiiulty  for  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  carry  into  execution  the  decree  of  the  court  or  commit- 
tee of  appeals,  report, 

"TiiiiL  oil  a  libel  in  ihe  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  case  of  the  sloop  Active,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  in  the  following 
words,  viz.  "  one-fourth  of  the'  net  proceeds  of  the  sloop  Active  and  her  car* 
{go  to  the  first  claimants,  three-fourths  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  said  sloop 
and  her  cargo  to  the  Kbellant  and  the  second  claimant,  as  per  agreement  be- 
tween them;''  which  verdict  was  confirmed  by  the  judge  of  the  court,  and 
fltntence  passed  thereon.  From  this  sentence  or  Judgment  and  vcrdict^an 
appeal  was  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  byConj^ress  "to  hear  and  dotertrjine  finally  upon  all  appeals 
broujtht  to  Congress"  from  the  courts  of  admiralty  of  the  several  states: 

Th;it  the  said  coninnttee,  after  solemn  argument  and  full  hearing  of  the 
parties  by  their  advocates,  and  taking  time  to  consider  thereof,  proceeded  to 
the  publication  of  their  definitive  sentence  or  decree,  thereby  reversing  the 
sentence  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  making  a  new  decree,  and  ordering  pro- 
cess to  issue  out  of  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
csrrv  this  their  decree  into  execution : 

That  the  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  refused  to  carry  into  execution 
the  decree  of  the  said  committee  on  appeals,  and  has  assigned  as  the  reason 
of  his  refusaU  that  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state  has  declared  that 
the  finding  of  a  jury  shall  establish  the  facts  in  all  trials  in  the  courts  of  ad- 
miralty, without  re-exahunation  or  appeal,  and  that  an  appeal  is  permitted 
only  from  the  decree  of  the  judi^e  : 

That  havinj^  examined  the  said  act,  whicli  is  entUleil,  an  art  lor  establlsh- 
mg  a  court  ot  admiralty,"  passed  at  a  sessiuii  wl^irli  commenced  on  tlic  4th 
of  August,  1778,  the  committee  find  the  following  words,  viz.  **  the  fmiling 
ef  the  jury  shall  establish  the  facts,  without  re-examination  or  appeal,"  and 
m  tlie  seventh  section  of  the  same  act  tlie  following  words,  viz.  **  in  all  cases 
of  cantttses  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  judge  of  admiralty  of  this  state, 
^1  be  allowed  to  the  Continental  Congress  or  such  person  or  persons  as 
they  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint,  for  hearing  and  trying  appeals/' 

« hat  although  Coogress^  by  their  resolution  of  November  25th,  1775,  re- 
<^<»niuiended  it  to  the  several  leg^atures  ,to  erect  courts  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  concerning  captures,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  such  cases 
he  had  by  a  jury,  yet  it  is  provided  that  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  Congress  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  the 
b'al  uf  upjieala;"  Whereupon, 

Unsolved^  That  Con2;ress,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  appoint  to  hear 
^•wl  determine  appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty,  have  necessarily  the 
power  to  esankine  as  well  into  decisions  on  facts  as  (Jecisions  on  the  law,  and 
^  decree  finally  thereon,  and  that  no  finding  of  a  jury  in  any  court  of  ad- 
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DDiraltj,  or  court  for  determining  the  leo;alitY  of  captures  on  the  high  seas  ca9 
or  ought  to  destroy  the  right  of  appeal  and  the  re-examiuatioQ  of  the  facts 
reserved  to  Congress :  . 

That  DO  act  of  anj  one  state  can  or  ought  to  destroy  the  right  of  appeals 
to  Congress  in  the  sense  above  declared : 

That  Congress  is  by  these  United  States  Invested  with  the  supreme  sov- 
ereign power  of  war  and  peace : 

l^at  the  power  of  executing  the  law  of  nations  is  essentia]  to  the  sor- 
ereurn  supreme  power  of  war  and  peace: 

That  the  legality  of  all  captures  on  the  high«8eas  must  be  determined  by* 
the  Ian  of  nations  : 

That  the  aulhority  untiinatelj  and  linallj  to  ilccicte  on  all  matters  and 
questions  touching  the  law  of  nations,  doe^  reside  and  is  vested  in  the  sov- 
ereign supreme  power  of  w  ar  and  peace : 

Tnat  a  coutroul  by  appeal  is  necessary,  in  order  to  compel  a  just  and  uni- 
form execution  of  tne  law  of  nut  ions  : 

That  the  said  tontroul  must  extend  as  well  over  the  decisions  of  juries 
as  judges  in  courts  for  determining  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  sea> 
otherwise  the  juries  would  be  possessed  of  tne  ultimate  supreme  power 
e^Eecttting  ^e  law  of  nations  in  all  cases  of  captures,  and  might  at  any  time 
exercise  the  aame  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  being  coij; 
trouied }  a  construction  which  involves  many  inconveniencies  and  absurdij» 
ties*  destroys  an  essential  part  of  the  power  of  war  and  peace  entrusted  to 
Congress,  and  would  disable  the  Congress  of  the  Ignited  States  from  giving 
satisfaction  to  foreign  nations  complaining  of  a  violation  of  neutralities, 
treaties  or  other  breaches  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  would  enable  a  jury  iii 
any  one  state  to  involve  the  United  States  in  hostilities;  a  contructioo  woic^ 
for  the^sc  and  many  oilier  reasons  is  inadnnssible  : 

That  this  power  of  controuling  by  aiJpeid  the  several  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tions of  the  states,  has  hilherto  been  exercised  by  Congress  by  tte  medium 
pf  a  committee  of  their  own  members  : 

Risolved,  That  the  committee  before  whom  was  determined  the  appeal 
from  the  court  of  adiuiraUj  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case  oi  the 
sloop  Active,  was  duly  cunstituied  and  aiiL!ioriz.ed  to  determine  llic  s^anie: 

On  passing  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  bein^  reciuired  by  Mr.Searlc, 


Nm-Hcmps/Ure,  Mr.  Frost, 

Lovell, 


Jihode-Island, 
ConnecUcuif 

Pemutfhama, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

W'  Jay, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,?io  ^* 
Ifr.  Amntrongt  n«r\ 
Shippei^      m  I 
Atlee,  no  >no 

Scarle,  no  | 

tUf J 


Murylandt         Mr.  Plater, 

Cannichae^ 

Henrv, 

Fv^niOt         Mr.  1\  Adams, 

M.  Smitli, 
It  H.  Lee, 

JSiiM-Canlitia,  Mr.  Penn, 

HUl, 
Burke, 

SunUh-CaroUiiOf  Mr.  I^urens, 

Drayton, 


Mr.  Laagrarlhy  t  4^  >«y 

/ 


M'Clene, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

R^olvedt  That  the  said  committee  had  competent  jurisdiction  to  make 
thereon  a  fiai^I  decree*  and  therefore  then  decree  ou^Ut  to  be  carried  luto 
execution. 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Seerle, 

Wiode-hJand,     Mr.  Collins^ 


nc}L'-n<niipshIn\  Mr.  Fmst, 

J^asmettS'Jiaii,  Air.  Adamiy 

iiOveUt 
Holteiiy 


m-.  l>ycr, 
Boot» 


ay} 
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Mr.  Jay» 

arj 

Floyd, 

Mr,  Witherspoon,</«  >♦ 

Mr.  Amttfong, 

Atlee, 

no 

Shippen, 

no 

Seai'le, 
M*Clene, 

vo 

\ 

tio^ 

Ur.  Plater^ 

ay^ 

Creorgia, 

Paca, 

ay 

•  Cunnichael, 

uu 

Henry, 

nr.  T.  Ailnnis, 
M.  Smith, 
U,  H.  Lee, 

'  Hill, 

Burko, 
Mr.  l^iirens, 
Drayton, 


uy 

ay 
ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Confjjress  on 
tiie  subject  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  sloop  Active,  and  the  objec- 
tions made  to  the  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  committee  on  appeals,  to 
the  end,  that  pioper  measures  may  be  adopted  for  removing  the  said  obsta- 
cles ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  hold  the  said  conference 
with  a  committee  of  the  general  aasembiv  of  PenoajWatiia :  the  members 
choaen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  R*  H*  Lee. 

The  marine  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  gratification  to  be  allowed 
to  captain  <Peter  LandaiSt  for  his  services  in  transporting  miiitarj  stores  to 
America,  repott» 

"  That  in  consideration  of  the  danger  captain  Landais  was  exposed  to 
whilst  he  was  engaged  in  that  service,  and  the  propriety  with  which  he  exe- 
cuted it,  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  1^,000  iivres,  and  that  a  bill  be  drawn  on 

France  for  that  sum 
Rmdved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee,  consisting]!:  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  EUery,  and  Mr  Burke,  to 
whom  wa&  leteired  the  memorial  of  liobei  L  Teoiple,  report,  that  they  have 
eunined  the  several  charges  in  the  account  exhibited  in  his  memorial,  and 
sre  of  opinion, 

**Tbat  the  locust  trees,  locnst  nurserv*  elm,  walnut,  and  oak  trees,  fpph 
trees*  posts  and  rails  and  stones,  framed  fences,  sheep  house,  oak  plank,  and 
&e  building  on  his  wharf,  being  taken  by  the  orders  of  the  officers  of  the 
continental  array,  and  ap))lied  to  the  public  UBe^  the  said  Robert  Temple 
ought  lobe  paid  for  the  same  as  follows,  viz. 

For  locust  treei^  -        -  4800  £  lawful. 
Apple  tree%       •         -  140 
Nursery,  -         -  5uO 

Bhn  and  walnut  trees,  &c.    lOO  . 
400  rods  post  and  rail  fence 

and  stone  wall  -  400 

J  or  another  400  rods  post  6702  ^  lawful  monev. 

aadnolfenoe^  -        .  lOO  ^ 

That  the  destruction  of  the  voung  fruit  trees,  and  the  injuries  done  to  his 
hams  and  dweiliag  housey  stables,  dairy,  and  offices,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  damages  occasioned  by  the  war;  and  that  the  said  Robert  Temple,  in  re- 
spect to  the  said  damages,  ought  to  be  in  the  same  situation  as  alt  other  citi- 
^naof  the  United  States  who  have  suffered  in  the  common  calamity : 

That  the  sum  of  £2500,  lawful  money,  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
hath  been  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Temple,  which,  deducted  from  £  670  3  like 
money,  to  which  the  articles  for  which  he  ou*;ht  to  be  paid  amount,  leave  a 
balance  of  ^4202  like  money,  equal  to  14,00ti  ^2-3  dollars  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  late  quarter-master  general  pay  to  tiie  «aid  Robert 
Tewple,  the  said  balance  of  £420%,  lawful  money,  equal  to  14,006  2-3  dol- 
ors; and  that  on  the  settlement  of  his  public  accounts  he  be  allowed  the 
•*ine,  as  well  as  the  £:^ji)\)  bcioie  paid  to  the  said  14obert  Temple. 


Framed  fence, 
Sluep -houses^ 

A  building  on  die 
whar^ 


200  £  kwiul. 

200 
62 

200 
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f  MONDAY*  JUmh  8,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  botrd  of  war,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Mesolvedf  That  all  military  commtasioiia  be  filled  up  at  the  war  ofliee,  and 
attested  bj  their  secretary,  and  then  presented  for  signing  to  tlic  presideot 
of  Congress,  who  shall  sign  the  same  :  after  signatare  bjr  the  presideut*  ther 
sliall  be  sent  back  to  the  war  office,  and  there  registers  verbatim  in  a  book 
to  he  kept  for  that  purpose :  after  having  been  examined  by  the  boanl*  the 
'  seal  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  which  the  said  board  are  herebjr  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  provide,  s!ud1  hr  iiifixed  to  the  certificates  or  attes- 
tations of  the  entries  of  all  such  commissions. 

iiesolvpd.  That  all  appoiiitrnentsj  of  olhcers  in  the  continental  service  by 
the  respective  states,  be,  in  tlie  first  ul^tance,  by  warrant,  certified  in  such 
manner  as  tlicy  ^hall  scverull^  iliiect,  to  the  board  of  war,  whereupon  proper 
commissions  shall  be  made  out  in  the  manner  abovementioned. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  Messrs*  Jsilies 
Elliot  and  Thomas.  M*Intire,  report^ 

**That  it  appears  Mr.  Elliot  received  a  commission  or  appointnaeBt  in 
Febmary  last,  Irom  captain  James  Willing  and  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock,  cODtt* 
ncntal  agent  at  New-Orleans,  to  act  as  lieutenant  of  ensioeers  ;  and  that  Mr* 
M*Intire,  being  an  ensign  returned  from  captivity,  buthaving  no  vacancy  in 
his  rpgiment  in  which  to  serve,  went  from  York-town  witii  captain  Willing  in 
the  character  of  his  lieutenant,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  w  itli  much  repu- 
tation,and  ac(juired  considerable  property  for  t!ie  United  States  by  captiires 
from  the  enemy  :  that  it  appears  Mr.  ElUut  behaved  irreproachably,  and 
raised  a  number  of  men  fur  the  service  ;  that  whatever  might  be  the  authority 
of  captain  Willing  or  Mr.  Pollock  to  make  these  appointments,  the  sentlemea 
acted  under  presumptiun  that  their  appointments  were  valid WJiereapoii» 

Betolved,  That  Mr.  James  ElUot»  late  of  New-Orleans,  be  afpomle^  a 
captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States : 

That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  from  the  srth  day  of  Febntscyv 
1778,  to  the  time  of  his  present  appointment: 

That  Mr.  Thomas  M*lntire,  in  consideration  of  his  merit  and  serviees«  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  i?)  the  army  of  tiie  United  States: 

That  he  receive  the  pay  ul  lu  utenant  from  the  30th  day  of  December^  ITTTi 
to  the  time  of  bin  present  appinntment : 

That  capt.  Elliot  and  capt.  M'liuii  c  be  ordered  to  the  western  department, 
to  be  employed  there  as  the  comuiiiudui^  oilicer  of  the  department  shall  think 
proper. 

TUESDAY,  Murch  9,  1779. 
The  board  of  treasury  report. 

That  considering  the  services  and  suflerings  of  such  of  tlte  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers  of  the  3d  Pennsylvania  regiment*  as  were  taken 
prisoners  at  New- York  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1776^  Uiere  be  no  other  stop- 
pages than  such  as  are  already  made  for  clothing  supplied  previous  sod  sub- 

seouent  to  their  captivity  : 

jResolvedt  That  Con{»;ress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treasuiy,  to  whom  was  l  elerred  the  memorial  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Eleazer  Oswald  and  capt.  Jolui  Brown,  iti  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  27  otlicr  persons,  praying  a  compeusatioa  for  the  capture  of  tWO 
vessels  oii  Lake  Champlain  in  May,  1775,  with  brass  cannon,  ammunitJOOf 
stores,  {)roviBions,  &c.  report. 

That  in  their  opinion  tlie  memorialists  have  no  claim  of  justice  to  the  com- 
pensation refen*ed  to»  but  tliat  considering  tlie  utility  of  tne  enterprize,  aiid 
the  spirit  with  which  it  was  conducted  j  s  gratuity  ought  to  be  made  to  them ; 
'  W^hereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant  col 
E.  Oswald,  for  4000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  distributed  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers concerned  in  the  said  enterprize,  agreeably  to  the  pro|)ortions  esta- 
blished in  the  case  of  captures  of  vessels  made  bv  lieutenant-colonel  Brown 
ia  the  y  ear  aforesaid  ;  and  that  lieuteoant-coloiiel  Oswald  be  charged  with 
the  aaid  8iiiii»aiid  produce  receipts  from  the  persona  concerned  for  payment 
of  thdr  proportions  of  the  said  allowance. 

A  memonal  from  Samuel  Ensign,  a  soldier  in  capt.  Spanlding's  indepen- 
dent com  pan/,  was  read>  praying,  on  account  of  his  peculiar  circumstances, 
to  be  discharged  from  the  service  : 
Resolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 
I     On  motion,  Besolved,  That  John  "Brown,  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  who  is  un- 
der sentence  of  death,  by  judgment  of  a  court-martial,  and  who  is  recom- 
I  mended  to  Congress  for  mercy,  be  pardoned. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  \\  hereupon, 
Resolved,  That  col.  Francis  de  Malmedy  have  leave  to  join  the  soutlie rn 
army,  there  to  be  employed  agreeably  to  his  rank,  eiUier  iu  the  conaiiaiul  uf 
a  regiment  of  light  infantry,  if  light  corps  are  fornt<ed  out  of  the  battalions, 
or  in  such  other  way  as  major-general  Lincoln  shall -deem  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interest. 

Reiohid,  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  standing  committee  for 
bearing  and  finally  determining  on  appeals  brought  to  Congress,  to  be 
added  to  Mr.  Drayton*  Mr.  Bllery.and  Mr.  Henry,  the  present  members  of 
the  said  committee  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr.  Paca. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  th.e  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  commander  in  chief ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  infantry  of  these  United  States  for  the  next  campaign 
be  composed  of  eighty  battalions,  viz. 

3  of  New-Hampshire  ;  1^  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  2  of  Rhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations;  8  of  Connecticut;  5  of  New-York;  3  of  New- 
Jersey;  11  of  Pennsylvania;  1  of  Delaware;  8  of  Maryland;  11  of  Virgi-  ' 
I  nia ;  6  of  North-Carolina ;  6'of  South-Carolina ;  1  of  Georgia* 

That  each  of  the.  said  iMittallons  consist  of  the  number  of  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  established  by  an  act  of  Con<^ 
passed  on  the  Srth  day  of  May  last. 
Whereas  Congress  by  an  act  of  January  2Sd  last,  did,  amons  other  things, 
anthoriEe  the  commander  in  chief  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  ta 
inlist  for  the  continuance  of  the  war  new  recruits  in  the  United  States,' 
tu  c[)mplete  the  battalions  to  their  proper  complement;  and  for  this  pur- 
puse  to  grant  to  each  new  recruit  who  should  inlist  in  an v  of  the  conti- 
nental battalions  during  the  war,  such  a  bounty  as  ilie  commander  in  chief 
should  think  fit,  but  not  to  exceed  200  dollars;  and  it  bein*^  apprehended 
that  the  said  provision  will  not  answer  the  good  purposes  thei  eby  intended  : 
BiSfAoed^  That  the  above  recited  clause  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  that  it  be  eamestljr  recommended  to  the  several  statea  to  make 
up  and  complete  their  respective  battalions  to  their  full  complement  by 
draughts,  or  in  any  other  manner  they  shall  think  proper;  and  that  they 
have  their  quotas  01  deficiencies  ready  to  take  the  field,  and  to  niarch  to  such 
place  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  without  delay  : 

That  a  bounty  of  200  dollars,  out  of  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be 
granted  to  each  recruit,  after  the  23d  day  of  January  last,  hath  inlisted, 
or  shall  inlist  during  the  war  ;  or  in  case  the  state  ^hall  have  "granted  as  great, 
or  greater  bounty,  the  said  200  dollars,  for  every  such  recruit,  shall  be  pas- 
sed to  the  ci  edit  of  the  state  respectively  for  whose  quota  he  shall  Oerdised. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  report, 

That  they  have  considered  a  petition  of  Joseph  Philbuck,  of  the  24tli  of 
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July,  1777  ;  a  letter  from  the  hon.  Mesheck  Weare,  president  of  tlm  «4tatc 
of  New-Hampshire,  flated  November  6tlu  1778,  enclosing  aflidavits  ol  Sam- 
uel llavii^  and  Ephrairn  Whitne}';  a  inemurial  of  John  Hauernian  and  Mat- 
thew llullenback,  of  the  10th  of  November  last;  a  petition  of  William 
Getter,  of  January  90th  ;  and  another  from  Tlidtnag  Newark,  of  32d  of 
F<  bi  u.ii  V  last,  relative  to  their  respective  losses  of  cuntioental  muiiej  bj 
lire  aiid  water;  and  are  of  opinion, 

,  That  the  f«ctB  set  fortkin  seTml  of  tk«  petitioni  m  not  well  supported  ; 
that  U  appears  to  the  comniittee  unnecessary  to  state  the  eridenee  eddnced 
in  support  thereof,  since  admitting  the  facts  respectinr  the  destruetum  of  the 
MlSt  tliereis  not  evidence  to  prove  them  not  to  have  been  counterfeit;  tliat 
if  this  be  not  req^aired,  the  public  nnist  be  exposed  to  tite  greatest  impositions' 
and  frauds,  particularly  from  persons  employed  in  making  and  passing  coun- 
terfeit bills,  and  that  for  these,  find  Tn;inv  other  ren^^ons,  the  committer  arc 
clearly  of  opinion  the  praters  of  the  said  memoriaU,  and  petitions,  and  letter, 
be  not  granted  : 

Mtiolwdf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

WEDNESDAY,  JIfvnh  10,  1779. 

The  committee  consisting  of  the  delegates  of  MassacbnoettSi  te  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  from  col.  EdwanI  Wigglesworth,  t»  the  command- 
er in  ciiief,  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  Wi^lesworth's  resignation  he  accepted^  and  that  gen. 
Washington  give  him  stt<^  certificate  of  his  past  services  as  he  shall  have 
merited. 

THURSDAY,  JWarc/i  U.  1779. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant  William  Ritter,  of  col.  Proctor's  regiment,  was 
read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  coinmisBion  : 
Jiesolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted, 
llie  board  of  war  brought  in  a  reaort ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  engineers  in  oie  service  of  the  United  States  shall  bs 
formed  into  a  corps,  and  styled  the  **  corps  of  engineers;"  and  shall  take  rank 
and  enjoj  the  same  rights,  honors,  and  privileges,  with  the  other  troops  on  the 
continental  establishment : 

I'hat  a  commandant  of  the  corps  of  engineers  shall  be  appt/inted  by  Con- 
gress, to  whom  their  orders,  or  thu^e  of  f)ic  comnianfler  in  chief,  shall  be  ad- 
dressed ;  and  such  commandant  shall  render  to  the  commander  in  cliief,  and 
to  the  board  of  war,  an  account  of  every  mntf  cr  relative  to  his  department : 

That  the  eni^ineera  shall  rank  lu  titcir  own  corpe^,  according  to  the  dates 
of  their  respective  commi'^sions  J 

That  every  year,  previous  to  the  opening  oi  the  campaign,  the  command- 
ant of  the  corps  shall  propose  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to  the  Kiesrd  of 
war»  aueh  a  disposition  of  the  ennneers  as  he  shall  judge  most  advantllgeetts, 
according  to  the  knowledge  wbidi  he  is  supposed  to  have  of  their  tidenttawl 
eapacity. .  ' 

Jiesidved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  form  soch 
regulations  for  the  corps  of  engineers  and  comjmues  of  sappers  and  miners, 
as  they  judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  service ;  and  that  the  board  report 
such  allowances  as  they  jiidi:;e  adequate  and  reH^on:ib!e  to  be  made  to  the 
otliceis  of  the  corps  of  engineers  tor  tiavclliiii:;  charges,  and  when  on  com- 
mand at  a  distance  from  camp,  or  in  places  where  they  cannot^draw  ratioa^' 

FRIDAY,  March  12,  1779. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
JReeolved,  That  as  there  are  private  persons  wkoclann  an  interest  in  me 
«rmed  cutter  Revenge,  the  said  vessel  be  sold  at  public  auction ;  and  that  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


amriae  committer (M  directed  lo  mA»  such  Mle,  and  Mm  vmdk  htktlt 
as«he  has  been  apfwrnlsed  at. 

The  coramittce,  consisting  of  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Drayton,  and 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  to  ^vhom  was  referrerf  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants 
of  Piiiladelphia,  respecting  ^oods  taken  from  tiiem  for  the  public  service,  im- 
mediately after  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  and l^er ^a^mM- 
lative  to  the  said  good§,  brought  in  a  report  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be,  and  hereby  is,  ordered,  if  there  be 
any  of  tlie  goods  ou  hand,  by  hiin  taken  from  the  mercliants  of  Philadelphia* 
•t  the  tune  of  tha  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  and  nat  fit  far  the  oae 
of  the  army»  t«  retnrti  a«ch  gooda  to  the  persons  from  whom  they  were  taken 
widtoot  dmaj ;  that  for  all  such  goods  as  he  has  sold  to  private  persons,  he 
pay  to  the  persons  from  whom  they  were' taken  ^  sums  Isr  which  ikffy-wm 
lold:  '  * 

With  regard  to  the  resMlne»  a  motion  was  made  that  the  memorialists  re* 
cipItc  from  the  quarter-master  and  clothier-general  1200  per  cent,  upon  the 
sterling;  cost  of  the  ^oods  sei7<»d  by  them  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  these 
states ;  to  which  an  amendment  and  substitute  was  moved  as  follows  : 

That  the  clothier-general  and  q  uarter-master  geaeral  pay  to  the  memori- 
alists from  whom  goods  were  taken  for  public  use,  the  current  price  of  the 
aaiiie  at  the  time  when  the  said  "^oods  were  taken. 

On  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Barke, 

y.'Hampshiret  Mr.  Whipple, 
Masxa'stts-Ilay,  Mr.  S.  Aditm^^ 

Ceny, 

I>ovell, 

lioKcn, 

MoiU-hlami,  ^It,  EUciy, 
Ctnnettietttf     Iff.  Dyer, 

Root, 

ikuhYork,       Mr.  Jay, 

l>uane, 

Lewi.s, 

.Vev-Jtffittf^,     Mr.  Witherspnon, 

Ve%  no. 

.    Searle,  ay 
M'Clene,  m/ 

9o  it  Ms  resoived  m  the  miirawtiTe. 

SATURDAY,  March  IS,  1779- 

J^psoJved,  That  the  clothier- general  and  quarter-ioaster  general  be  direct- 
'  •1  to  l;iy  be  fore  Congress,  without  delny,  a  full  account  of  the  sales  and  dis- 
tribution of  tiie  goods  taken  from  the  inUabitaats  of  ^iladelphi^,  when  that 
city  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 

A  representatiiui  to  the  committee  of  the  general  asseuibly  of  PennsyUa- 
tiia^  respectii^  the  Ato  eompames  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
Mtflvn  ^renlieray  wni  ren4)  Whereupon,  on  lAOdon, 

IsmM,  'JThitihe  resolaiion  of  the  il9th  of  Mruary  last,  lor  raising  five 
sempsniee  for  the  defenoe  of  the  weatert  frontiers,  be  re-eoneiderod. 

A  motion then  made>  thai  the  resoldtlon,  wlth  the  repietenlAthNi,  Iw 
referred  to  a  committee :  passed  in  the  nreattve. 

A  question  of  order  was  then  taken,  whether  a  determination  to  ro-ton* 
aider  a  resolution  involves  a  repeal  of  the  said  renohition. 

On  which  the  yeas  apd  nays  being  inquired  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Vouiii...        »  m  ' 


ay 


•ay 


ay 


J^iai-^landt       Mr.  Plater, 

Puca, 
Henry, 

F.  L.  Lee, 
I  >        M.  Smith, 

R.R.Iiec^ 

Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
WL  , 
Burke, 
Mr,  I.aurcns, 
Drayton, 


Georgia, 


nr.  Lan^orthy,   ay  yat^ 
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MmfwU^'Bt^t  Mr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 
Holten» 

Mhod^JS^a^  Mr.ColUaib 
CoimeeHeutp    Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

2i9w-Y9rk^      Blr.  Jay, 

Morris 

Floyd, 

jSievr-Jene^ff      Mr.  Witherspooii, 
Penruj/hania,  Mr,  Armstrong, 

>  doit  fiMMd  in  tlie  negative, 

A  motion  was  made,  to  repeal  the  resolution  fnr  raising tbe  fivft  r4iigifi§ 

companies;  whereupon,  a  question  of  order  was  taken, 

\V  hetlier,  if  the  ([UL'stioii  on  the  motion  for  repealing^  pass  in  the  negative* 
the  resolution  under  re -consiiieration  will  then  be  open  to  amendnonU 
On  which  the  jeas  and  na^s  being  recjuired  by  Mr*  G.  Morris, 


.liiV9AM4       Itr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

CarinicUael, 
HeniT, 

FIninfa,        Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F  T..  Lee, 
Smith, 

QiifiiV 

NelsoOy 

/f.'Canlima,   Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 


NeW' Hampshire f  Mr.  M  hippie, 
"ay,  Mr.  Geny, 
Lovely 
Holten, 
Mr.  Collins, 
EUeiy, 
Mr.  lYyer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
G.  Mofrii^ 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Armsti-ong, 
Shippen, 


OwuMclfcirf, 
I 

Fmnsylvama, 


no 


ay  \.  ay 


Maryland,        Mr.  Plater, 


Virgtlua, 


CanniRfaM^ 

Mr.  1'.  Adama, 
F.  L.Lee, 
M.  Snitb, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 

Borfce, 
Mr.  Laurenab 

Drayton 


iM^fia 


ay 


fly 


Ito  ft  Will  MolTod  in  the  tffimttifre* 

The  qoeitien  pot  for  repealing:  paflflodin  the  nogfttive. 

MONDAY*  Mirch  15,  1779. 

Rmived,  That  whenerer  anj  motton  or  reoolvtioD       be  entered  inen 

the  journals  of  Congress,  the  names  of  the  persons  moving  and  secondiDg 

the  same  shall  also  be  entered  thereon. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  esnoidemtiea  f 

Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  all  officers,  non-commissiorind  officers  and  soldiers,  now 
belonging:  to  the  corps  of  light-dragoons,  and  artillery  and  infantry,  and  the 
corps  of  artillery  artiiicers,  commissioned  and  inlisted  since  the  I6th  of  Sep- 
teaiber,  1776,  for  three  jears,  or  during  the  war,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be 
so  commissioned  and  inlisted,  not  being  part  of  the  88  bettaUens  eriginalij 
apportiened  en  tbe  stales,' be  considered  as  parts  of  the  qaetaa  of  tbe  seine* 
ral  states  to  which  they  did  or  shall  respeetmlj  belong  when  ee  eoMiie* 
sioned'or  inlisted.  And  that  where  it  has  happened  or  shall  happen,  that  anj 
aen^cenMDtssioned  officers  or  soldiers  of  those  corps  shall  not  nave  gained  a 
settlement  in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  be  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  state  in  which  the/  were  or  shall  be  ialisted,  and  credited  ac- 
corflinjjly  as  part  of  the  quota  of  such  state. 

That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  states  to  which  the  officers  and 
soldiers  now  in  the  corps  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  belong;,  tlie  connnan- 
der  in  chief  be  directeo  to  cause  returns  to  be  made  to  him  withouldelay,  of 

the  names  of  all  the  officers,  Don-comn^issioiied  officers  and  soldiers  in  tbe 
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said  corps,  and  the  states,  counties  and  towns  to  which  they  belonged,  or  in 
which  they  were  inlistfd  as  aforesaid;  which  returns  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  boai  d  ot  war,  who  shall  send  to  the  respective  states  lists  of  the  names 
and  raiiks  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  to  be  credited  to  them  as  aforesaid. 
The  like  returns  to  be  made  ultei  wiirda,  once  every  three  months,  of  all 
officers,  Doa-commissioiied  officers  and  soldiers,  wbo  shall  have  eiktered  into 
theii  corpt  after  making  the  first  of  said  returns. 

'  TVE:&D AY ^Jdarch  16,  1779. 

Thto  comiBittee  appointed  to  confer  With  the  commander  in  chielf*  broig^t 
in  a  reporl«  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  therenpon,  Coogreai 

ame  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  discontent,  loss  of  digcipfine,  and  diminution  of  the  strength  of 
the  line,  have  arisen  by  employing  the  continental  troops  as  wagoners;  and 
it  will  he  of  public  advanU^e  to  inlist  proper  persons  for  that  service  during 
the  war : 

Resolved^  therefore,  That  the  coinmander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  di- 
lected  to  take  proper  measures  for  causing  to  be  inlisted  such  a  number  of 
wagoners  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  service,  to  continue  therein  to 
Ike  end  of  the  war ;  that  each  wagoner  vol  vntariiy  engaging  for  that  period* 
ijialt  be  enttilcd,  in  addition  to  the  presoat  monthly  paj,  clothing  and  sub* 
liatence,  allowed  to  wagoners,  to  the  same  bounties,  in  all  respects*  as  are 
granted  to  volunteers  who  shall  inlist  in  the  continental  battalions  for  the 
term  of  the  war:  that  the  quarter-master  general  shall  establish  such  regu- 
lations for  the  conduct  of  the  said  corps  of  wagoners  as  shall  be  judged  .ex- 
pedient, and  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief ;  in  which  care  shall  be 
taken  that  regular  returns  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  number  of 
wagoners  ordered  to  be  raised,  as  well  as  of  those  who  shall  actually  engage 
in  the  service  :  that  the  sanie  form,  as  near  as  may  be,  shall  be  pursued  in 
mustering  and  paying  the  said  corps  of  wa^uiiers  as  is  practised  with  respect 
to  the  troops  of  the  line :  that  the  quarter^master  general  be  authorized  to. 
tppoint  a  pav-mastor  and  master'^master  for  the  said  coifn  of  vagonors,  aid 
transoiit  tneir  names,  and  the  relations  hereby  aiithon?)^  to  m  omuIo  |o. 
the  board  of  war,  to  be  respectively  registered. 

Semdved,  That  all  warrant  officers  on  the  civil  staff  of  thoarmj,  be  put  on 
4ie  same  footing  with  comaussioned  officers,  in  respect  to  arrtats^  tiials»  and 
punishments. 

Whereas  the  issuinjr  commissaries  of  provisions  are  by  their  appointments 
attached  to  particular  departments,  which,  from  a  chan^  of  circumstances^ 
and  the  position  of  tiie  army,  is  become  inconvenient : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  issuing  commissanes  shall,  for  the  future, 
attend  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  at  such  places  and  with  such 
detachments  uf  tiie  army  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  commaadcr  in  chief  or 
CMnmissary-general  of  issues. 

WEDNESDAY,  ittardk  ir,  1779. 

On  motion  jbv  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dnane* 

Uemkfed,  lliat  a  bill  be  drawn  in  favor  of  capt.  Landais,  on  tho  minister 
ikttipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  aourt  of  FraBo%  and 
tlitl  the  biU badAWB  at  90  days  sight. 

THURSDAY,  March  IS.  1779, 

A  letter,  fd'  the  5th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  desiring;  a 
^*"pliunce  with  his  request  for  leave  to  resijgn,  and  also  giving  information 
that  a  part  of  the  Unonda^a^  have  separated irotu      en«my,  a&d  joinad  the 
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A  mo^n  wts  maile  by  Mr.  Qerrj,  and  secowM  by  Mr.-DgFeri  tiKit 
retienation  of  f^en.  Schu^'ler  be  accepted. 

To  which  aa  amendmeae  was  moved  bj  Mr.  Barke^  and  seconded  i>j  Mr« 
Crerry, 

That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  gen.  Schuyler,  that  Congress  are 
very  desirous  of  retaining  him  in  the  service,  especially  in  the  present  sitna- 
tton  of  aftairs  ;  but,  if  the  state  of  his  iiealth  is  such  as  that  l»e  jutlges  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  retire,  Congress^  though  reluctantly,  will  acquiesce  and 
tdmithb  resignation. 

Ob  fk%  i|n€stiott,  that  tliw  be  reeclt^  at  a'tnlMtitiifWi  ^  jvas  and  nays 
Mnf  required  by  Mr.  Lovellf 

Pemu^'onia,  Mr.  Aimstrong',  a^*^ 


JK'iSfin^MMrif  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Mmsftttt^MojfpMx.  Gerry,  • 

Holten, 

ItkodB-Mand,  Ur.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
CtmnectiCHtf     Mr.  Dyer, 


14r.Jay» 

Duane, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Ifr.  Witherspoon,  ay 
FreKngbwuea,  no 
Fell,  no 


Virginia, 

N^CaroUna, 
S,'  Cai^nOf 


Scarlc, 
M*Clenc» 
Mr.  rkter 
Carmichael^ 

Ilenrv, 
Mr.  T.  A<!nms,  ' 
M.  Smitl), 

^    Kelso%  . 
Iflr.Fenn, 

HiH; 

Borke, 
Mr.  Lanrena, 

Drayton, 
Ml'.  Lai\[pyo4hy, 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  iieiiative. 

Anotlier  amendmeut  wa^i  moved  by  Mr.  Sautb,  and  seconded  by  JVIr.  luuig^ 

worthy, 

That  the  president  be  directed  to  Hcquaiat  major-general  Scliuyler,  that 
the  situation  of  the  army  rendert  It  incoBvenient  tenccept  bis  resignatk>ii« 
aad*tbepeib»e  Cengnea  caiuwt  eenply  with  hia  requeaft* 
..•nllieq«eillien,tlNittbblie  vectivwl  aeaiiibititiite,tb#j«iaanil  nays  he« 
iig  Beqvired  by  If  I«ov«4l, 

N^Hampahin,  Mr.  Whipple^  m\ 

Frost,         '  noS 


Lowell, 
Holten, 

Mtd^hlandf  Mr.  Fllep^, 

Collins, 


no 


no 


Cotmeaicta, 


Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr  Jay, 

Duanc, 
•  Floyd, 


Mir.  Witherspoon,  m' 
FrelingiiMiacB,  ^^mi 

FelU 


Peimtyhfoma^'Wir.  Armstrong*, 

Searle, 

M*Clenc, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Cannicluel, 
Henrv, 
Mr.  T.  Adania, 
Sniitb, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
flill, 

Mr.  LAureiid, 
Drayton, 

Georjria,         Mr.  Langwoilbj^  ^-ajf 


Maryland^ 
Fkgmia, 


no 


So  it  was  accepted. 
Upon  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendoieat  aa  a  resolution,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dyer, 


Hmo-MimpsJure^  Mt,  Whipple, 

Frost,  . 
.>^._»«Y|  Mr.  Gerry, 
Holten, 
liOveU, 

JBkock*Mmd,     Mr.  h^ery. 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Root^ 

Mi^tjane, 
Floy<l, 
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S£9 


Frelmj 

Jfr.  Armstrong, 
Searte, 

M«Clene, 
Ur.  Pkter, 


S.-CaroUaa, 


Mr 


8tit  was  reaidv«dui  tke  fiffirnuitive* 


Aftr.TirAdiuBMi'u 

M.  Smith, 
H.  U.  JLee^ 
Nelson^ 
Mr.  Pt  nn, 

Hi)], 

Mr.  Lauicns^ 


Mr.  Langwbrthy,  ay)v^  ' 


VlMrM»cii]ii.  Gfcen  immadfrprM«M«ifttlM€c4arim  CftM^m 
iBdftMaiiiMl  ft'llMtagtf  for  the  aipitiifta«M«iitm4iiite  b;^  genenl  Amfal^ 
aiNl  was  afterwards  perwkted  t*  return  t<»  these  statee  •»  PMrele  £ 

Ttiat  the  cttmmander  in  chief  be  directed  to  take  such  measuree 
as  shall  appear  to  Kim  to  t>e  proper  for  the  exchange  or  release  eC  tbe  leU 
capt.  Green,  in  the  cartel  whicn  he  is  authorized  to  settle  with  the  coipmaDder 
laciwefof  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  ;  and  tliat  a  copy  of  tlie  [wray^rapb 
of  gen.  Sehu yler's  letter  of  January  12th,  respecting  capt.  Oreeii»  be  trans* 
loitted  to  the  coniinaiider  in  chief. 

SATURDAY,  iforcjl  20,  1779. 

A  petition  from  Rufus  Lawrence,  a  suldier  in  capt.  Spauldini>;'8  indepen^ 
doit  company,  was  read,  praying,  for  sundry  reasons  tliereia  set  forth,  to  be 

Mmil  Tbit      prftferef  tii«  petiilen^  (baegrtnted*. 

A  report  from  the  beafd  of  treasurj  wm  i«m  s  Whevevpoa, 

JBhoM^  Tluit  tbii  daivltfef  the-tinaiiiy,  Miteo  eonantiee»  booid  of 

war,  aed  secretary 'a  office,  be*  allowed  each  six  dollarsi  pcr^y.  ^ 
Thecommittee»  cooelating  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr»PaM4 
a|ipointed  to  prepare  a  cecoanttendatien  to  the  several  states  to  set  apart  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  taken  into  cenat* 

deration,  anda^reed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  in  just  punishment  of  our  manifold  transgjressions,  it  hath  pleased 
tlic  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events  to  vish  these  United  States  with  a  cala- 
Hiitous  war,  throuf^h  which  His  divine  Providence  hath,  hitherto,  in  a  won- 
tleilul  manner,  coriclucted  us,  so  that  we  might  acknowledge  that  the  race  is 
not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong  :  and  whereas,  notwithstaiuling 
tiie  chastise  me  [its  received  and  beueiits  bestowed,  too  few  have  been  sufti- 
eieatlj  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  guilt,  or  warmed*  witli  gratitude,  or 
taught  to  amend  their  lives  and  torn  from  their  nnsi  tfkst  so  he  ini|^t  turqi 
from  his  wrath  ^and  whereas,  from  a  consemsness  of  what  we  have  merited 
at  his  haodsy  and  an  apprehension  that  the  nmlevolence  of  oar  dlsappoiiited 
eneiaies,  like  the  incrednKtv  of  Pharaoh,  may  be  used  as  ikm  scourge  of  Om- 
aipotenee  to  vindicate  his  slighted ^Mi^estr,  there  is  reason  to  tear  that  Ha 
Q^  yermit  much  of  our  land  to  become  the  prey  of  the  spoiler,  our  bordeira 
to  be  ravaged,  and  our  habitations  destroyed  : 

iifsoiueS,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  appoint  the  first 
Thursday  in  May  next,  to  be  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer  to 
Almighty  God,  that  he  will  he  pleased  to  avert  those  inipending  caUnutie* 
which  we  have  but  too  well  deserved  :  that  he  will  grant  us  his  grace  to  re- 
peat of  our  sins,  and  amend  our  lives,  according  to  his  holy  word:  that  lie 
coaiinue  that  wonderful  protection  \Uric)i  hath  led  us  tnrough  the  j)ath!4 
•f  danger  and  distress :  that  he  will  be  a  husband  to  the  widow  and  a  la- 
^  to  the  fatherlcsia  childien,  who  weep  over  the  barbarities  of  a  savage 
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enemy  :  that  he  will  grant  us  patience  in  surtcring,  and  fortitude  In  adver- 
sity: that  he  will  inspire  us  with  huniility,  muiieration,  and  gratitude  in 
prosperous  circumstances:  that  he  will  give  wisdom  to  our  councils,  firm- 
ness t(t  uur  resolutions,  and  victory  to  our  arms:  that  he  will  bless  the  la- 
boursot'  the  busbaadniMit  tnd  poar  forth  ibttadance,  so  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  io  due  eeason :  that  he  will  caiiae  union*  hannonj, 
and  mutnal  conidence  to  prevail  throughout  these  states  t  that  he  will  be- 
atow  on  our  great  ally  all  those  blessings  which  may  enable  him  to  be  glo« 
.   .   .        .  I!  .L__i^*__r       ''nd^ and  promoting  the 

continue  his  paternal 
"  *icrs  of  the  United 
States  :  that  he  will  grant  the  blessings  of  peace  to  all  contending  nations, 
freeduni  to  those  who  are  in  boiitlage,  and  comfort  to  the  alilicted  :  that  he 
Will  diffus^e  useful  know  h^dge,  extend  the  influence  of  true  religion,  and  give 
us  that  [»eact!  of  luind,  which  the  world  cannot  give:  that  he  will  be  our 
shield  in  tlie  day  oi  battle,  our  comforter  in  the  hour  of  death,  aad  uur  kuid 
pareut  and  merciful  jud|;e  through  time  and  through  eternity. 
INwe  in  Congreas,  this  SOth  daj  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ona 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 'nine^  and  in  the  third  year  of  onr 
independence.  JOHN  JAT,  iVemdsnl^ 

Attest,      CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.DTerand  Mr. 
Nelson,  to  whom  was  relerred  an  application  from  the  general  ai 


tOEiblj  of 

Pennsylvania  : 

Resolved,  That  a  surn  not  exceedino;  S,0O0,f KHJ  of  dollars  be  granted  OQ 
loan  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  at  ^ix  per  cent,  per  annum,  agreeable  to 
the  request  of  the  said  state:  and  that  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  and 
report  a  proper  resolution  on  the  subject. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  and  pay -master  to  the 
navy  board  in  the  middle  district;  and,  the  hailota  being  ta]Ken».Mr»  Joseph 
F^el  was  ' 


MONDAY,  wtfarc/i  22,  1779. 

Jicsolveth  That  thp  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  capt.  William  Peery,  and  make  him  a  reasonable  allow  ance  for  his 
expenses  in  applying,  from  time  to  time,  to  Congress,  for  money  to  pay  the 
oHicers  and  soldiers  ol  his  independent  company. 

The  coumattee  on  the  Lreasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Jesse 
Blow  ti,  respecting  hiH  account  as  passed  by  the  commissioners,  report,  that 
the  balance  of  4740  dollars,  reported  by  the  commissionera  to  be  due  to  Jesse 
Brown,  for  riding  express  between  November  16thy  i777$  and  March  the  $d, 
1779,  inclusive,  be  paid. 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved  b^  Mr.  Root,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Djer,  to 
•trike  out  the  sum  of  4740,  and  insert  5171. 

On  which  the  jeaa  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


JU&nydUn^  Mr.  Whipple^ 

Frost, 

MoMa^tUt-Ba^i,  Mr.  Hoiicn, 
MhMie-Mmdt    MT.  CoUma, 
Mp.  Dyer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 


no 

no  y 


Fl^d, 

Lewis, 


nu 
noi 


no 


no 


Mr.  Fre]inghMisen,ay  i  ^ 
Fell,        -    no  J 
Armstrong,  nt'S 

Muhlenberg",  rio\no 


•Msntend^ 


Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Camuch&el, 

Heniy, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Le^ 

Smith, 

R.  H.Lee, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Mr.  Draytoa, 


no  >no 


Mr.  Langwotdiy,  iqr  }^ 
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Soitpassed  in  the  nes^ative. 

On  the  question,  Oriered,  That  the  sum  of  4740  dollars,  reported  by  the 
comniissioners  to  be  due  to  Jesse  Brown  for  riding  express  between  Novem* 
ber       1777,  and  Mftrch  3d,  1779,  inclusive,  be  paid* 

TUK&DAY,  Jlfurcfc,  33. 1779. 

Mr.  N.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  the  etate  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
cenfer  with  tlie  commander  in  chief;  and  thereupon*  passed  the  fui  lowing 

Ofdiumee  fiirr^folatuig  the  dotUag  department  for  the  annies  of  the  United  Stsiea, 

There  shall  1^  «  clothier  gcnefal.  a  nib  or  atate-dothier  for  each  •  statey 

aod  a  reel  mental -clothier. 

The  dothier-^eoeral  is  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war 
and  commaiider  m  .chief*  He  is  to  furnish  estimates  of  the  supplies  wanted 
for  the  army  ;  to  apply  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  board  of  war  for  as- 
sistance therein  ;  to  make  returns  of  such  estimates  to  tliem  respectively  ; 
to  receive  all  supplies  imported  from  abroad,  and  purchased  in  the  country 
by  continental  ag;ents;  to  superintend  the  distribution  thereof  to  the  statc- 
ctothiers ;  to  settle  accounts  with  them  at  least  every  six  months;  to  keep 
regular  accounts  of  all  the  clothing  he  shall  receive,  as  well  as  of  the  distri- 
tmtion  thereof  among  the  state-clothiers  ;  and  to  transmit  his  accounts  twice 
ia  efery  year  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  settle  them  in  the  chambero  of  i 
aMoimts  when  reqnired ;  and  generally  to  take  care,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
jistice  ia  done  to  the  public  on  the  other,  that  the  army  receive  whatever  shall 
bitllowtd  to  them  in  a  regular,  direct,  and  seasonable  manner ;  and  at  the 
nine  time,  so  to  act  between  the  continent  and  each  particular  state,  that 
cfsal  and  ki|iartial  jnstice  niajr  be  done  on  all  sides. 

ThBtuhcT  staU'dothier. 

A  sab  or  atate-clothier  is  to  be  appointed  by  each  state  respectivelj.  to 
Kside  with  or  near  the  army,  or  each  detachment  thereof  in  which  thetroo|p€ 
sf  the  said  state  may  be,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  the  better 
to  know  and  supply  their  wants*  The  state  apnoptiag  him  is  to  be  answer- 
able for  his  cohauct.  In  caseof  neglect  or  misbenaviour,  he  is  to  be  displaced 
bv  the  commander  in  chief,  and  his  successor  to  be  appointetl  by  the  state  to 
^vhich  he  belonged.  He  is  to  receive  from  the  clothier-Li;i  n  ^ral  the  proportion 
of  clothing  assigned  for  the  troops  of  his  state,  out  of  the  public  clothing  im- 
ported or  purchased  by  continental  a2;ent8  ;  and  from  the  state  for  which  he 
IS  appointed,  all  the  clothing  which  oiav,  at  continental  expen&ejbe  purchased. 
In  such  state;  of  the  latter,  their  quality  and  price,  he  shall  transmit  exact 
iccottnts  to  the  clotbter^necal,  and,  when  required,  fobmit  the  several  arti* 
cles  to  the  inspection  otthe  clotliier-frenecal,  or  any  person  for  that  purpose 
deputed  by  him ;  he  is  to  issue  all  cldtliing  supplied  as  aforesaid  to  tne  regi- 
mental-clothiers, on  returns  signed  by  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments*. 
He  is  to  keep  exact  returns  with  each  regiment,  inspect  those  of  the  regi- 
mental-clothiers, see  that  the  articles  delivered  them  are  duly  issued  to  the 
troops ;  and  that  all  the  clothing  procured  at  continental  expense,  above  the 
allowance  made  by  CoT)2;ress,  drawn  by  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, is  charged  to  them,  anil  credited  to  the  pay-roll ;  and  that  the  comniis- 
siuncd  officers  receive  what  is  credited  to  them  and  no  more.  He  is  to  keep 
exact  accounts  with  the  clothier-general  in  bclialf  of  the  public,  charging  the 
United  States  only  with  what  is  allowed  to  the  officers  and  men.  Whenever 
the  troop«.of  any  state  shall  have  received  their  proportion  of  clothins;  from, 
the'  continental  stores,  the  supplies  purchased  at  continental  expense  by  the 
state  to  which ihey  bjelong,  or  from  both,  and  there  shall  remain  a  surplus 
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%phich  may  be'  wanted  for  other  troops  not  fuUj  supplied,  the  mb^ckitMef 
possessed  thereof  is  to  deliver  over  the  snrplos  to  such  other  atate-oMMer 
as  the  clothicr-gcneral  shall  direct,  taking  duplicate  invoicaa  and  receipts 
from  the  state -clothier  to  whom  they  shall  £p  transferred,  one  set  of  which 
18  to  deposit  with  the  clothier-general,  and  the  other  to  retain  as  his  own 
Toucher :  the  clothier-general  on  bis  part  naiung  proper  entries  in  hia  ao* 
counts,  to  do  justice  to  all  conceroed. 

When  fiom  a  deficiency  in  the  public  stores,  the  troops  of  any  state  shall 
not  have  received  tlicir  allowance  of  cloth iny:,  the  state-clothier  is  without 
delay  to  represent  their  want^,  particularly  enumerated  in  a  return  for  tfiat 
purpose,  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  to  which  he  beloogB^  request- 
ing a  speedy  and  adequate  supply. 

'  And  in  case  a  state,  at  its  own  expense,  shall  give  and  deposit  with  hifla 
any  clothing,  for  the  more  comfortable  subsistence  of  its  quota  ivf  tlN>ops^  it 
aMition  to  allowance  made  by  Congress,  be  Is  strictly  to  |iMsil^*lliia 
directiens  of  snch  state,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  distribution,  as  the  voueli- 
era  tor  the  delivery,  and  the  manner  and  time  of  settling  liis  acoonnts :  tnma- 
anittittgonce  in  ef  ery  six  mentfas  a  coj^y  of  such  accounts  to  the  clothier-getti* 
ml,  atm  as  often,  and  whenever  required,  to  the  state  to  which  he  belongi. 

The  reginienial  dopier. 

The  oQlce  of  regimental -clothier  shall  always  be  executed  by  the  re|;iinental 
pay -master.  He  is  to  be  furnished  by  captains  or  officers  conaMaduig  gob* 
panies  with  returns,  specifying  the  men's  names, and  the  particular  wantpff 
each ;  these  he  is  to  digest  uto  a  regimental  return ;  which,Ming  signed  iS% 
officer  commanding  uie  regiment,  and  countersigaed  by  himself,  with  a 
receipt  upon  it  of  the  supplies  delivered  to  the  regiment,  is  to  be  lodged  with 
tlie  state -clothier,  and  become  to  him  a  voucher  for  the  delivery  in  his  settle* 
ment  'with  the  clothier- general.  He  is  to  keep  an  account  with  eadiofliM 
and  soldier  for  every  article  delivered,  taking  a  receipt  from  them,  as  hi^ 
voucher  for  the  delivery:  he  is  to  credit  them  for  the  continental  allowance, 
and  tf>  ciKirje  them  for  every  thing  they  receive,  making  stoppages  in  the 
monthly  pay-rolls  for  whatever  they  may  fall  in  debt  to  the  public  beyond 
the  allowance.  And  to  ])revent  in  future  unr"(|r»al  distribution  of  clotning, 
either  to  titc  oflicers  or  soldiers,  and  the  confusion  and  complaints  which 
have  heretofore  been  occasioned  by  irregular  applications  from  commanding 
officers  of  rejjiments  to  public  agents  in  dift'erent  posts,  it  is  hereby  strictly 
eujoined  on  tho^e  agents,  the  cloQiier-general,  and  the  sub  or  state-clothiers, 
to  issue  no  clothing  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  but  in  the  manner  before 
prescribed :  nor  shall  any  article  be  credited  to  either  of  them  on  eettlement 
of  their  accounts,  which  is  not  to  be  issued  and  vouched. 

And  whereas  discretionary  changes  of  the  uniforms  of  reriments  have 
proved  inconvenient  and  expensive :  the  commander  in  chief  is  therefore 
pereby  authorised  and  directed,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  supplies 
of  clothing,  to  fix  and  prescribe  the  uniform,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  color 
and  facings,  as  the  cut  or  fashion  of  the  clothes  to  be  worn  by  the  troops  of 
ihe  respective  states  and  regiments,  which  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  coin- 
plied  with  by  all  pure  hasing  agents  employed  by  Congress,  as  well  as  par- 
ticular states,  by  tlie  clothier-general,  sub  or  state-clothiers  and  regimental- 
clothiers,  and  all  ollicers  and  soldiers  in  the  armies  uf  tlie  United  »States. 
And  where  materials  can  be  purchased  instead  of  ready  made  clothes,  it 
shall  alway?^  be  preferred,  in  order  that  they  may  be  made  up  by  the  taylors  of 
the  several  regiments,  to  save  expense  and  prevent  the  disadvanges  which 
the  soldiers  frequently  suH'er  from  their  unfitness ;  and  instead  of  breeches, 
wcMillen  overalls  for  the  winter,  and  linen  fertile  summer,  are  to  be  substituted. 

That  tlie  board  of  war  preoare  and  transmit  instructions  and  formsi^  ac* 
cording  to  which  the  several  clothiers  are  to  conduct  tte  business  and  aettte 
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.their •iecomits ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  report  f  o  Congress  the  proper  sa- 
Janes  or  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  several  clothiers  lor  thelFsenriceis. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  M.  Clarkson,  was  read,  representing,  that  as 
gen.  Arnold  has  resigned  bis  command  in  this  city,  his  service  is  no  longer 
required  as  one  of  his  aids  ;  and  as  he  is  desirous  of  serving  his  country  in 
the  array  to  the  southward,  which  he  proposes  joining  as  a  volunteer,  there* 
fore  soliciting  Congress  that  they  would  fjee  him  from  the  injunctions  laid 
OD  him  by  their  order  of  the  1st  of  February  last:  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  8earle,  aacl  seconded  by  Mr.  Langworthy, 
that  the  reqvest  of  muor  Clarkson  in  the  said  letter  be  coispUed  wifli.  . 

After  some  debate  tnereon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lanrens,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  motion 
bipsslpoiMd ;  and  the  yoas  end  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Monris» 


}f.'BamptMrey  Mr.  Whipple 
mtfrnt^Mu^^  Mr.  S.  Adam^ 
Gerry, 
Lovely 

Ilolten* 

Rhode-Island,   Mr.  Elleiy, 
Cmttecticut,     Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 

M»>r«rlv      Mr.  Ji^, 


no  yno 


Kao-Jersey, 


Ddmoart, 


Duane, 
G.  Morrifl^ 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  AniBtrang; 
Shippen, 
Muhlenberg, 
M'Clcne, 
Mr.  Vandyke^ 


Maryland, 


N.'Carolma, 

S.-CmnSiuh 
Georgia^ 


Mr.  Pkter, 

Paca, 

Carmichad^ 
Henry, 
Ifr.  T.  Adamfl^ 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.Lee^ 
Griain, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
HiU, 
Bui^ 
Mr.  Laurent, 
Drayton, 


Mr.  Langworthy^    no  )fio 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  that 
inkir  Clarkson  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  hovse  to*morrow  at  twelve  o'clock ; 
and  that  he  be  reprimanded  from  the  chair,  for  the  indecent  language  con- 
tained  in  his  letter  of  the  STth  of  January  last^  to  the  president  and  conncil 
sf  Pennsylvania* 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


N.'Uampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mm^UU-Batff  Mr.  S.  AcUnu^ 

Geny, 
Lovd^ 
Holten, 

WiodeJsland,    Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 


ConnecUcui, 


Delaware,        Mr.  Vandykt^ 
MaryUmd,       Mr.  Plater, 

Cannichae^  ay^ay 
Henry, 

yirgfinia,       .  Mr.  T.  Adama, 

F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Biuke^ 
Mr.  Lauren^ 
Draj-ton, 
Mr,  Langworthy,  nu  '^ 


J>r,' Carolina, 


S.Canli$u^ 

Georgia, 


no 


no 


Mr.%, 

Duane, 
G.  Morrifl^ 

JW»*riq^  FrelingllMlien,<iMr> 

Fell,  ay  \ 

^trmtykanitt,  Mr.  Armstrong,     ay  . 

Shippen,        ay  r 
Muhlenberg,  ayl^^ 
M*Clene,  ayj 

So  it  was  resolred  in  the  affirmative. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  24,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  5th,  from  major- 
general  Schuyler,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Heaolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de^* 
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partinent,  he  emf^wcrtd  to  order  supplies  of  provisiona  to  our  fatthfui  friena 
the  Oneidas  and  otiicr  friendly  Indians,  as  their  neceiNiities  shall,  in  ^ 
«*Opinion  of  the  said  coiBinissioners,  from  time  to  time,  require ;  and  the  com' 
missaries  of  provi^^ions  in  that  departtnent,  are  herebj  required  to  obejr  tlM 

««d^  of  the  saui  commissioners  for  that  purpose. 

'  *  Major  M.  Clarkson  attending,  was  called  iD»  andy  according  to orderybeii^ 

jreprimaoded  from  the  chair,  withdrew. 

On  motion  by  Mr.HOrayton,  secomieil  l)y  Mi .  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  major  Clarkbou  be  periuitted  to  join  the  southern  iLtm^, 

agreeably  to  his  request. 

FRIDAYrJIforeb  fi6»  17r9« 

A  letter^  of  the  d5ili»  tig&ed  Joieph  R«ed,  fireeideiit,  k  Mielf  «f  CMndl* 
John  Hiifru»  i^hiUniiaK  of  covmiitee  of  Meeinbl j,  wee  read  $  endaeii^  ei* 
tracis  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  aseemblj  aed  council  of  PenMvivi- 
'liia,  desiriflg  "a  free  conference  with  a  committee  of  Ct^ngreei  upon  iTifcn 
transactione  of  that  honorable  body*  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt 
the  harmony  and  confidence  so  necessary  for  the  common  intereil  of  tM 
and  the  United  States ;"  and  appointing  coMiitteea  of  thetr  reepectiie  k»- 
dies  to  hold  such  conference. 

On  motion  by  M r.  G.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  same  be  ne- 
ierred  to  a  committee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bySearle, 


N^Sm^pakut^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

i«iM«iV«t*jray,Mr.8.  Adams 

LovcUy 

Holtcn, 

Mlimk-Jbland^  Mr.  Ellery, 

CoUius, 


no 


no 


"no 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


S.'CaroUnOf 
Georgiat 


Mr.  Vandyke 
Mr.  Plater, 

Pact*. 

Cannichaelt 

Htni'v', 
^lr»  T.  Adanis, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Smith, 
R.  H.  I^e^ 
GHffin, 

Mir.  Pemiy 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Mr.  lAurens, 
Draytmi, 
Mr.  LaacT^orthy, 


ay 


ay 

«y 

no 
ay 
no 


an 


nop 

«y 
«y? 

oyj 

«y5 
^y 


Ifr.Dyer, 

Eoot, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Hotrisi 
Floyd, 

Kew->ftrse2j,      Mr.  I'eil, 

Fcmuyivamot  Mr.  J.  Ai  mstrong,  no" 

ghippen,  no 

Searle,  no 

Muhlenberg",  no 

M'Uicne,  no_ 

.  So  the  states  were  equally  divided. 
A  motion  was  made  Dy  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  tu  the 

following  words : 

"Whereas,  it  appears  from  an  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosed  in  the  letter  read  this 
morning,  that 

**  The  honorable  the  speatter,  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  «the  house  W 
evening,  made  the  following  repoit  of  the  conference  with  the  supreme  ex* 
ecntive  council :  that  the  president,  on  the  pai*t  of  the  council,  hatl  repre- 
sented that  th»"  fiarmony  and  confidence  so  necessary  for  the  common  interest 


of  this  and  the  United  States,  was  in  great  danger  of  being  interruptetl  l)y 
some  late  transactions  of  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  respectaig 
the  executive  authority  of  the  state :  that  several  instances  were  emnneraicd, 


shewing  that  reasormhle  complaints  made  to  Congress  on  former  and  hie 
occasions  had  been  either  wholly  neglected,  or  so  treated  that  it  would  have 
been  n^re  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  state,  to  have  submitted 
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mUf  to  the  iDium  complained  of»  while  other  aUtes  on  complainta  of  t 
■■ifir  nihirr^  have  received  speed j  and  ample  satisfaction  :  that  it  ns  nO; 
GCflurjr  that  the  tme  intereata  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvaniay  ita  importance 
tnd  services  in  the  common  cause,  should  be  better  known  and  aiideralQo4^ 
by  that  honorable  body  than  they  hitherto  seem  to  have  been :  as  a  happy 
neins  of  removing  all  discontents,  and  promoting  a  perfect  restoration  of 
that  union  and  harmony  so  essentiiil  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  all, 
tbtitwas  proposed  as  an  advance  to  tho^e  desirable  objects,  to  request  the 
honorable  the  Congress  to  appoint  a  cotiunittee  to  meet  a  joint  committee  of 
thecouDcil  and  this  house,  in  a  free  conference  on  the  subgect-nutter  oi  the 
*aid  representation.*' 

And  whereas,  it  appears  by  the  said  extract,  that  "  the  house  takiog  the 
said  report  into  consideration,  resolved,  that  the  house  do  approve  of  the 
laid  proposal  cofntained  in  the^alme  report*  as  highly  nectasary  and  proper 
la  ciwt  the  deaintble  purpoees  ajboTementioned,  at  least  to  denoiiitrate  their 
wU  taniest  wishes  to  a?oid  orery  ground  of  contfoveraj.'^ 

RmM,  That  althov^  Congress  bv  no  means  admit  thejustaass-of '<lia 
n^tsestation  made  against  thc«,i  bv  the  said  presidenty  yet  &om  an  earnest 
desire  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  said  assembly  all  gronnd  of  discon« 
test,  a  committee  be  appointed  to  conferwith  the  joint  committees  of  theasid 
assemblj  and  council ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  report 
the  matters  and  things  which  may  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  said  repra* 
setitation. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  with  the  joint  committees  of  the  said  assembly  and  council  |" 
and  insert  the  words  **  with  the  committee  of  the  said  asssembly;"    .  '  ' 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

Ddaivw% 
MaryUmdt 


CMHMCtfcttf, 


no 


S.'CarQHnOt 


y^'Hiaiptkut,  Vx.  Whipple^ 
Frost, 

MmiitU-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adam% 
Lovell 

1  lolten, 

Mr.  Kllerv,  av  Vir^^tda, 

CollilLS,  //«  V  J 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Moin% 

Floyd, 

I.ewi% 
XevJei'ney,      "Sir.  Fell, 
PfmntjflvuiuOf  Mr.  Anuatrong, 

ahippen, 

Mumeiibetg, 

Searle,  no  I  j 

M'Clene,  no J  \ 

80  the  states  were  equally  divided, 

SATURDAY,  March  9.7,  1779. 

Mr.  Joseph  Spencer,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mn  M.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  tha 

following  wuids : 

^  **  Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Congress  should  be  well 
ttfcnaed  of  die  situation  of  the  several  toiu  ta  oi  Europe,  and  particularly  of 
w  views  sod  designs  of  the  British  ministry ;  and  wnereas  tne  servants  of 
the  Uoited  States  at  foreign  courts  have  aot  in  their  public  letters  given  satis- 


Mr.  Vandyke^ 
Mr.  Pl&tei-, 

-  Camuchaal, 

Henn-, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 

R.H.Le^ 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
HiU, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Draytoii, 
Mr.  Laogworthy, 
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factory  information  on  that  subject,  and  have  written  private'  letters  to  in* 

dividuals,  menibers  of  this  house,  which  have  lately  arrived :  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  Congress  be  called  on  from  the  chair,  to 
declare  upon  their  honor  whether  thej  have  received  any,  and  what  intelli- 
gence relative  to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the  European  courts,  and 

particulnrlv  of  the  court  of  Great -Britain." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 


Aiiitiia  stttti-iiayf  Mr.  ^.  Ad&ins, 


JUwdC'luiand, 
Comiedieui, 

Jfew-York, 


Holten, 
Hr.  Collins, 
EUcr)', 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Moni% 
Mr.  Fell, 


ay 


ay 


J^enmylmia,    Mr.  Armstrong, 

Seai'le, 
fihippen. 


Muhlenberg,  oy  | 
M^Clene,  ay  J 


Mr.  \'andyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 


Carmichae], 

Henry, 

rir^iua,  Mr.  T.  AiUans, 

It  H.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
r.riffin, 
jNelsoii, 

Norih'CatoliMa,  Mr.  Peni^ 

Burke^ 

SouihrCaroUtuh  Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Lang\k  orthy,  ay  ^ey 


'  So  it  was  rwolved  in  the  aflBrmative« 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holten,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  jto 

strike  out  the  words  in  the  preamble,  *'  and  whereas  the  servants  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their  pnblic  letters  given  satisfactory 
information  ou  that  subject,  and  have  written  private  letter*^  to  individuals, 
meinbers  ot  this  house,  which  have  lately  arrived  the  words  moved  to  be 
struck  out  containinjs;  two  parts,  the  same  were  divided,  and  on  tlie  quebiion, 
that  the  tirst  part,  as  lar  as  the  words  •*  on  that  subiecl,'*  inclusive,  staud  part 
of  the  preamole,the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Ifm-Ow^iukire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Matt0^m-3m  Mr.  LoreU, 

no 

no 

Adams 

no 

Hoh<n, 

no 

JiJiotit-Jsland, 

Mr.  CoUiiitt, 

no 

EUery, 

ne 

Mr.  Dyer^ 

Root, 

no 

nu 

Spencer, 

no 

Mr.  Jty, 

ay 

Morris, 

ay 

Mr.  Fe  ll, 

oy 

FcuntyiomUat 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

no' 

Shippen, 
Searle^ 

no 
no 

Muldenbei^, 

M'Clenc, 

no 
no 

no 


•  no 


Ikkuvare, 
Maryfand^ 


Vhrgima^ 


r 


N^CaroUna, 
Gto^rguk 


Mr.  Van  Dyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Farn, 

C^armicliael, 

iieniy, 
Mr.T.AdMosj, 

^•.L  Lee, 

Smith, 

a.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Pciui, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurent, 

Drayton, 


no  )4Ui 

no 

no 


r 

<^y 

oyj 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Leave  was  then  recjue^ted  to  withdraw  the  latter  part,  which  bein^  ob- 
jected to,  a  question  was  then  put,  tiial  the  latter  part,  viz.  "  and  have  writ- 
ten priviiie  letters,''  &ic.  stand  part  of  the  preamble  ;  on  which  the  y  ea»  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery,  pas&ed  m  the  negative^  every  member  an- 
swerinr  no. 

On  th^  question  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of  the  preamble :  resdved  in  the 

affirmatiTe. 

The  committee  for  publishing  the  journals  desired  the  sense  of  the  house 
on  the  question,  shall  the  yeas  and  nays  be  printed  in'the  jouniaU  now  pub* 
lishingr 
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And  on  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr. 


JS.'Bampihire,  Mr.  MTiipple, 
JUiiM'itfi  Bay,  Ifr^.S.  AdMli^ 
Lovell,  • 
Holten, 

Bimk-bUmd,  Mr.  EUery, 
Collins, 

QwetfcMi^    Hr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

Spencer, 
^For^      lir.  Jay, 


no  \iut 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Shippcn, 
Sewle, 
Mohlenberif, 
M*Clene, 


Ik  law  el's, 
Maryland, 


Virginia^ 


S.-CaniUm% 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Hr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmicbae^ 
Henry, 
Ifr.  T.  Aoatna, 
F.  L.  liCe, 

Smith, 
R.  H.  Lec^ 
GrifHn, 
NeIaon» 

Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  La'irens, 

Drayton, 


So  tt  wts  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MONDAY,  J»/arc/i  29,  1779. 

Aletter,  of  the  I6th,  from  Martin  Eichelberg:er,  a  lieutenant  in  the  regi- 
Bient  lately  commanded  by  co! .  Hartley,  was  read^deiiiriDg  leave  te  lesigQ  I 
Jimlmi,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read,  accompanied  with  a 
system  of  l  egulatlons  for  the  infantry  of  the  United  Elates  ;  also,  a  letter 
from  the  boai  fl  of  war,  representing  that  baron  Steuben,  ioHpector-general, 
hasformed  a  system  of  exercise  and  discipline  tor  the  intantrv  of  the  United 
hutes  i  that  the  same  has  been  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  coiamaudec 
in  chief,  and  his  remarks  thereon  and  amendmnts  ineor|KNrated  in  the  work : 
thit  it  lias  been  examined  with  attention  by  the  board,  and  is  highly  approv-* 
f4»is  bong  calcolat^  to  pvodnce  important  advantues  to  the  states ;  and 
thinfore  praying  "  that  it  may  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  be  com- 
mitted Is  the  press Whereupon, 

CoDgress  passed  the  following  order^  to  be  prefixed  to  the  said  regnlationa 
ftr  the  order  and  dicipline  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States: 

Congress  judging  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  prescribe  some  invaiia- 
ble  rules  for  the  order  aful  mscipline  of  the  troops,  especially  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  an  uniformity  in  tUeir  formation  ana  mancBuvres^  and  in 
the  service  of  the  camp  : 

Ordered,  That  the  following  regulations  be  observed  by  all  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  ail  general  and  other  officers  cause  Uie  same  to 
lie  executed  with  all  possible  exactness. 

Ordered^  fhat  llie  board  of  war  cauhe  as  iiiany  copies  thereof  to  be  printed 
SB  they  shall  deem  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

On  the  r^rt  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr* 
Armstrong,  Mr  Nelson  and  Mr.  Dyer,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  circumstances  of  the  southern  states,  and  the  ways  and  means  for  their 
ttfety  and  defence : 

Resolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  of  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina  respectively,  to  raise  as  many  tiattallons  of  regular  troops,  for  the 
particular  defence  of  the  southern  states,  as  their  respective  circumstances 
will  admit;  such  troops  to  be  engaged  only  for  one  year,  not  to  be  compel- 
led to  serve  on  any  enterprise,  or  on  the  defence  of  any  part  to  the  north- 
ward of  Viii;lriici;  to  be  entitled  to  continental  pay,  clothing  and  sub- 
sistence, and  a  bounty  not  exceeding  200  dollars  for  every  non-commission- 
ed otiicer  and  soldier. 

Whereas  the  Bahama-Islands  are  now  j^arrisoned  by  and  tinder  the 
uulitary  government  of  the  king  of  Great-Bntam,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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Mid  iflaiids  have  of  late  fitted  out  many  prirateers  nnf!  armed  vessels  for 
Crnmng  on  the  coasts  of  these  Unitet!  States;  and  such  privateers  and 
armed  vpskcIs  liave  ac  tually  captured  divers  vessels,  tbepnijierty  of  theciti* 
jten*?  of  these  istates,  *»n  the  coast  of  South-Carolina: 

IxeboLved,  'I'dat  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  July,  1776,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  said  Bahama-Islands,  be  repealed,  and  from  and  after 
the  date  of  this  resolution  held  void. 

Whereat  Joho  L»«rens,  esq.  who  has  hefetofore  acted  as  aidnle-amip  to 
the  eowanaadcr  in  chief,  it  deatHKit  of  repairing  to  6oath*Caroliaa|  with  » 
dctigpi  to  aMist  ID  defence  of  the  sou  them  atatea  i 

Raohed,  That  a  eomoiitaioii  of  iieatenant-colmiel  be  granted  to  iha  said 
John  LaureDB,  esq. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  under  debate  on  Fri- 
day last,  and  doubts  arising  as  to  the  effect  of  the  eqaal  diviaion  of  the  honaa 
an' the  amendment  proposed  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  motion  remains  open  toamendments^  as  if  no  queitioii 
bad  been  taken. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Resolved,  1  iiat  whenever  an  amendment  if  moved  to  any  matter  or  thing 
before  the  house,  and  any  wordii  are  pronosed  to  tie  atniek  ont,  the  qneatioil 
afaall  ftfst  be  put,  ahali  die  warda  auMred  to  be  ilmek  aat  ataadi 

A  motion  was  madebj  Mr.  Smith*  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  atrlka  a«t 
Ihe  woids'*  joint^  and  ••cooncil  ;^  and  on  the  question,  ahallthej  atand  t 

The  jeaa  and  naya  being  reqnirad  bj  Mr.  Searie, 


Jiiew-Hampshire,  Hr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Mmafttk-Bajft  Mr.  S.  Adams 


JBhode-Island, 
CBumeciicuif 


Jhoimijkaiuaf 


Holteat 
Mr.  ColUns, 

Mr.  Pyt  r, 

Koot, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 

Mi-.'Fell, 
Mr.  Annstrong, 
ahippen, 

Muhletibcrg,  ay 
M<Clene,  ujf. 


.ay 


ay 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Pteter, 
Paca, 

Carmichad, 
Ileniy, 
Mr.  T.  Adiuna, 

r.  L.  Lec, 
M.  Sniith, 
R.  H.Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Fenn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 

Dray  too 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
,   On  the  Question  to  agree  to  the  motion  :  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resotvea,  Tlmt  lite  committee  consist  of  live  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Paca,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  8.  Adanis,  Mr.  Laoreas  and  Mr.  IL  H.  Lee.  - 

TUESDAY,  ^urch  SQ,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Morrii^  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee> 
appointed  tosnperintend  the cprnmiManr'sattd quarter-master's  departmento« 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Mather,  brought  in  a  report; 

Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Thnt  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  of  James  Mather  be  transmit- 
tal to  William  Bucluiiuian,  late  commissary -general  of  purchases^  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  causejustice  to  be  done  in  tl^e  premises. 

On  intonnution,  and  at  the  request  of  tlie  eoinmiitee  appointed  on  the  6th 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  Fenasyivanlai  OH  the 
subject  uf  tiie  proceedings  relative  to  the  sloop  Active  : 
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Jiemiivedt  That  tiie  wd  ewniuiltet  ke  dischargoil*  and  that  the  sobjiecl  Im 
referred  to  theMMiitlee  appoiiiica  jtaterday  to  confer  with  the  joint  com« 
nattee  of  the  geami  metebly  tnd  council  of  Peansjlvania. 

WKDNEDAY,  March  31,  1779. 

Oq  motion  hj  Mr.  Drajtoe,  seoonded  bjr  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Coogreia  came 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  and  secoritj  of  every  free  state,  that 
the  conduct  ot  the  public  servants  should  be  known  to  their  constituents  : 

Resolved^  That,  iiuiu  tite  first  of  January  last,  the  journals  of  this  housei 
except  such  parts  as  liave  been  or  shall  be  ordered  tube  kept  secret,  be  print- 
ed ymnediately  ;  and  thai,  fur  the  future,  the  jonmal,  except  as  above» 
hanmtttd  weekly  and  lent  to  the  decetive  powers  of  the  saveral  «fatefl»  to 
koby  them  laid  before  their  reapcetive  legialaturea ;  and  that  a  printer  be  en* 

S>ed  to  print  for  Congress  ;  and  also  a  printer  or  printers  be  employed  to 
ng  u  p  the  jevrnala  mm  Ibil  tiiee  of  iMr  preaent  paUicaliott  to  the  said 
int  of  January. 

BmUvedf  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  eoeimittee  appointed  to 
tnperintend  the  publication  of  the  jeomalsi  the  membera  choeen,  Mr*  Hill^ 

Mr. Flovd,  and  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

A  fetter,  of  the  SOth,  from  Jonathan  rrumbull,  jun.  was  read,  respecting 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  brother,  Joseph  irambull,  iaie  com* 
■ijisary-general : 

Whereupon,  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  Mr.Bartlett,  Mr, 
Ellsworth,  and  Mr.  iS,  Adams,  to  wimm  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the 
letter  of  gov.  Ti  uiubuU,  of  the  8tli  of  October,  and  the  memorial  of  WiUiam. 
Hoskins,  reported, 

Thmt  it  apoeare  to  your  committee,  that  tiie  late  oommissary -general  Jo- 
seph TrambalU  connnx  into  office  in  ^e  earliest  stage  of  the  American  con- 
test, found  himself  without  a  system  by  which  to  trace  the  plan  of  his  duty^ 
thaC  with  spreat  care,  industry,  labor,  and  attention,  he  insitated  a  plan  by 
which  the  arm/t  during  his  continuance  in  office,  was  amply  supplied,  with 
much  economy,  and  to  general  satisfaction  :  that,  during  his  commissariate^ 
he  was  obliged  to  act  not  only  in  capacity  of  com  mis8ary<general  of  purchases, 
hut  to  direct  all  the  issues  of  provisions,  an«l,  for  near  two  campaigns,  had 
the  iidclltional  duty  of  purveyor  of  the  ho*^pitals  and  quarter-master  general, 
the  three  last  of  which  employments  greatly  increased  hi'^  care  and  trouble, 
but  not  so  much  his  expenditure  of  moneys  :  it  appears  also  to  your  commit- 
tee, tliat  the  said  commissary -general  made  great  savini:^^  to  the  public  by  his 
lar<;e  and  seasonable  purchases  and  contracts,  outrunniog  and  anticipating^ 
in  many  instances,  the  orders  of  Congress,  by  which  means  he  kept  op  large 
supplies,  therebjr  moderating  the  demands  of  the  seller,  intercepting  mono- 
polies»  and  keeping  down  pnces,  which  are  now  greatly  augmented  :  that 
your  committee  bave  been  shewn  a  state  of  the  commi9sary-|;eneral'8  cash 
accounts  for  moneys  received  and  issued  by  him,  from  which  it  appears  that 
little,  if  any  public  moneys  have  been  taken  to  his  private  use ;  and  that  a 
compensatioq  for  services  done  by  the  said  commissary-general  still  remaina  - 
la  be  made,  at  a  tine,  Uhu  when  the  value  of  our  currencj'is  greatly  aftered 
from  what  it  was  when  the  services  were  performed ;  whereupon,  your  com- 
mittee  report  tlie  following  resolutions  : 

That  for  the  services  of  the  late  commissary -general  Trumbull,  executed 
with  great  fidelity,  prudeiice,  care,  and  economy,  the  followinf^  allowances  be 
made  for  the  beneht  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased,  vi/..  a  com- 
mission of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  gross  sum  of  all  moneys  received  and 
issued  by  him  for  public  service  ;  also  a  commission  of  two  and  an  half  per 
cent,  on  such  sums  as  appear  to  have  been  laid  out  in  purchases  made  by 
himself  ?  and  ajso  a  further  commission  of  one  half  per  cent  on  the  gross 
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sum  received,  as  a  compensation  fnr  his  cstra  services  in  issuing,  purveying, 
quarter-maala's  dvliefl^  and  Taiions  amtingencies  of  ofiice,  extra expeaaesy 

«LC.  &C. 

That  the  amount  ansin*^  from  such  allowances  be  immediately  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  administrator  on  the  deceased's  estate,  upon  settlement  of 
the  cash  account  for  mooeyii  received  and  ibsued  by  the  late  commiiisarj- 
general  Trumbull : 

That  the  admtniitratDr  ba  direeted,  at  •oan  aa  nsaj  be,  to  aachibit  for  final 
aettlemeiit  before  the  trearanr,  the  caah  accoaats  above  mantioiied  i  and  that 
mmI  accoaats  betnc  closed,  the  administrator  be  thereapon  exonerated  from 
farther  bortfaens  of  aettlaaiefits,  holdiog  hiaMalf  aoooaatable,  howeter,  fcr 
aaj  balance  which,  upon  settlement  made  with  the  several  purchasers  .em- 
ployed by  commissary  Trumbull,  may  hereafter  appear  to  be  justly  dtte  ta 
the  public  from  the  said  commissary-general  Trumbull's  estate  : 

That  William  Hosktns  be  appointed  and  empowered  to  call  to  arcount 
and  make  settlements  with  all  persons  who  have  been  employed  under  the 
late  commissary  Trumbull,  as  purchasers  of  stores  and  provisions,  whose  ac- 
counts are  still  unclosed,  and  prepare,  aa  boon  as  possible,  all  the  accounts 
of  the  said  commbsary-general  remaining  unsettled,  and  la^  them  before  the 
treasury  for  final  settlement,  the  said  William  Hoskins  being  aathorizcd  to 
receire^aBd  pay  balances  which  appear  to  be  due,  and  to  account : 

That  for  biai^rvices  he  be  allowed 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  said  report,  and,  on  the  qoe^ion  to 
agree  to  the  first  ^commission  of  one  half  per  cent,  the  yeas  and  naya  being 

required  by  Mr.  Bnrke,  ■ 


^t  w-IIimipuhire^  Mr  "\^'hlpple, 
Jtiasta'Uit'Jiay,  Mr.  Adams, 

JLovell, 


ay 

ay 


Holten, 
)fr.Elkiy, 

Colling 
Mr.  Boot, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

MomSy 
Floyd, 
Lewifl^ 

Mr.  FeU, 
Mr,  Armstrong, 
Searle, 

Muhlenbcig^  ay 
M<Ckne, 


-yjay 


no 
ay 

no 
ay 


Ddairarp\ 
Maryland, 


tio  i 
fM>>  no 


Mr.  "N'rinclvke, 
Mr.  I'hiUT, 

ir'uca, 

Heorv, 
Mr.  T.  Adaiins, 

M.  Smith, 

R.II.  Lee, 

Onffint, 

NcOmnw 
Mr.  Pcnn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  LMiren^ 

Drax'ton, 
Mr.  Laugwcuthy,  ay  ^ny 


no  I 
aij  Vay 

ay 
noj 

no  i 

m\  m 

no} 

no  \ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  commission  of  two  and  an  half  per  cent* 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bnrke, 


N,-Humps1ure,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mu$a*§tU'May,}&r.  S.  Adaau^ 

Lovell, 

^  Holten, 
Mtd»Mmd,  Mr.  EUery, 

Colling 
Cotmecticttt,     Mr.  Koot, 

Speucer, 
Mw-Tgrk^      Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 
IkuhJersey,     Mr.  FeU, 
J^mmyivattia,  Mr.  Ainistrong, 

Searle, 
Muhlenbexg, 
M<Clene, 


Delaware, 
MaryUault 


Mr.  Vundyki^ 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adama^ 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  l.<ee. 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Perm, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
'  Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Mr.  Langwoithy,    ay  ^ay 
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09  it  was  molfedliii  die  affifwdve. 

qji  die  question  to  agree  to  the  last  cMnuanoD  of  half  per  oeiit.  the  je^is 
a»i  naja  heing  reqaired  bj  Mr.  Barke, 


K  BampAi^  Mr.  WMppk^ 
IfaM^itf^iSfll^lfr.  Adami, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 

Collinfl^ 
ftMfltffllrf»     Mr.  Root, 

Sat-Yvkf      Mr.  Jay, 

Flo>d, 
Lewis, 
Js'evJertey,     Mr.  Fell, 

Hr.  Atfiuitrong, 

Searle, 
Muhlenberg^ 

M'Clene, 


no  J 


Mauxaret 

FirgmiOt 


Mr.VaA^^ 

Mr.  Plater 
Paca, 
Henry, 

F.  F.  Lee, 

Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
NelMM^  ' 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 


DmytoQ, 
Mr.  Lai^fwoithy, 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided  and  the  question  lost. 

On  the  second  resolution  proposed,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke, 
Mconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  cash and  on  th^  question 
skll  (he  word  *'  cash"  stand  ;  the  yeas  and  navs  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


NrBm^wrey  Mr.  Wiiipple, 
Mtm'ttU'JIaif,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

LoveH, 
llolten, 

Rhde-hhnd,    Mr.  EUery, 
ioanecUctOf      Mr.  itoot. 

Spencer, 
Ai»-rti«^       Mr.  Jay, 

F1o}t1, 

J\teuHfenej/p      Mr.  W  1 1 1 1  erspoon, 

Fell, 

f^muffhrniOf   Mr.  Afniitrong>, 

•  Searle, 


MaryUmd, 


Mr.  Plater,  no  l 

Paca,  no^no 
Carmichaei,  n9j 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  r..  Lee, 
biruth, 
B.  H.  t^e. 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill,  ' 
Baling 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


no 

:J 

m 

no 

M'Clcne, 

Ltkware,         Mr.  Vandyke,       at/  ^ay 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agret^  to  the  resolution  as  reported  bjr  the  committee 

the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


ii\'Hamp$kirej  xMr.  Whipple, 
MuftUi-Ba^,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Lovell, 

Holten, 

Bkotk-hlandy    Mr.  KUcry, 
Ommticui^     Mr.  Koot, 

Spenoer,  * 
A'cv-M,      Mr.  Jay, 

Flovfl, 

^eaJenejf,     Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Fell, 

frntghmia,  Mr.  Anntlmnig^ 

Searle, 

M*Clene, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 


MarjflaMi^       Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Camuefaael; 

Henry, 

ril^^        Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 
M.Snqhfa, 
R.H.Lc% 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 

J\\-  Carolina,    Mr.  Penn, 

HilU 
Burke, 

<S.-Carofimi,     Mr.  I^urens^ 

Draytoij^ 


^0  it  was  resolved  in  the  afi&ruative. 

THURSDAY^  Jl^  1,  1779. 
A  letter,  of  fbe  ISth  of  March,  frtran  the  lerialatare  of  New- 


to 


^«lepte8,  waa  laid  before  Congreap  and  read ;  Whereupon,  Cong^reii  came  to 

nftfollowiog  resoltttioii  t 

vou  III.  n 
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Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New- York  iiave  refn-ebented  toCw- 
glfss,  that  the  te<^istature  of  that  state  takme  into  t»nm4mmum  the  ravagei 
cotnmitteU  bv  the  Indians  last  fall,  and  the  distresses  ocetsioDed  thereby  tc 
a  great  niimoer  of  families  as  well  as  the  state  at  large  ;  and  that  the  said 

legislatiirp  considering  tlie  extreme  difficultv  anil  expense  of  covering  an  ex- 
tensive frontier  l>j  posts  against  future  incursions,  have  turned  their  atten 
tion  to  a  \^estern  expedition  againt^t  the  Senecas,  ike.  as  the  c^ieape?!  and 
more  eligible  mode  ot  securing  the  frontiers,  and  that  thev  luive  einpoueied 
their  governor  to  raise  1000  n.en  by  draiis  irom  the  miiitia  tor  ^e  deiencc 
of  the  frontiers; 

Besolved,  That  Congress  do  approve  of  the  spirited  exertions  of  the  laid 
legislature, and  the  measures  by  theai  adopted  to  facilitate  such  enterprise: 
that  the  militia  eo  to  be  raised  shall  be  allowed  continental  pay  and  ratms 
dtirinff  their  cmtinnance  in  the  said  service;  and  that  the  comniiidcf  in 
chief  be  immediately  informed  of  the  said  levj,  and  be  directed  to  |^  or- 
ders  for  their  pay  and  subsistence  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Kent.  col.  W.Btad« 
ford,  &c. brought  in  a  report;:  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Itent.  col.W*  Bradford,  deputy  cMuaifr- 
sary -general  of  musters,  be  accepted  : 

That  the  resignation  of  iieut.  col.  Noarth,  deputy  commissary  of  masterSt 
be  accepted.  *  ^ 

The  board  of  war  recommended  Henry  Rutgers,  jun.  esq.  to  be  elected 
deputy  commissary -general  of  musters,  in  the  room  otlieut.  col.  Bradford; 
and  Azariah  Horton,  esc].  to  be  elected  in  the  room  of  lieut.  col.Noarth. 

The 'boiiid  ut  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  gov,  Trunibull  re- 
spectitig  tlie  Salisbury  furnace,  reported  specially  the  stale  of  that  iuriiaa, 
being  the  result  of  a  conference  with  Mr.  Whiting:  "Wfiereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Trnmbull  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not  jtidge  It 
proper  to  put  tlie  Sdisbury  fiirnace  in  blast  at  the  continental  expense.' 

.  The  board  of  war  report,  that  major  la  Nenville  is  a  major  by  breTet,  and 
that  so  pay  or  subsistence  is  allowed  to  officers  in  hn  situation ;  tbat  the 
miyor  is  content  to  serve  in  his  present  rank  in  the  southern  army  and  is 
make  the  journey  at  his  own  expense ;  ami  that  the  board  are  of  opinion, 

That  Mens.  Noirmont  de  la  >k  euvilie  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the  southern 
annj,  to  serve  under  the  orders  of  major'^neral  Lincoln,  or  the  officer  com- 
inandlng  there,  in  his  present  rank  of  major  ;  and  that  he  receive  the  pay  and 
subsistence  of  a  major  during  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  repm  f . 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  rej)(»rt  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  5,(JOO,l60  dollars  in  bills  ol  credit  of  the  United  States  be 
emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury  |uid  on  the  iaith  of  the 
United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emisuon  directed  on  the  19th  of  February  last,  and  be  numbered  from 
the  last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  foi^ 
lowing  denominations : 

22,728  bills  of    8  dolWs, 
22,728  do.      7  W96 
22^728  do.      5  maw 


22,728  bills  of  6U  dollars,  1,363,680 

22,798  do.     so  1,136,400 

22,728   do.     40  909,120 

22,728   do.     30  681,840 

22,728   do.     20  454p6o 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Nelson, 
i?e<?oh  efi,  That  the  board  of  treasury  allow  Mr.  WhitiAghisreasooable  ex- 
penses on  his  journey  to  Congress,  to  know  their  pleasure  with  respect  to 
their  improving  the  Salisbury  furnace  for  the  purpose  of  casting  canaun*. 


Mr.  Pjica»  cliairman  of  the  coiiimitti  e  appuiuted  ta  confer  with  the  join^ 
cumuiiUee  of  the  geueral  assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  related  ver- 
ballp^,  the  substance  of  a  speech  made  yestenlay  by  the  president  of  Penusjl- 
vaatain  the  comuiittee  of  conference,  aad  desired  farther  instructions. 

SATURDAY,  JprU  3, 1779, 


'uscftronUt  brouglit 

ration  :  Whereupon,  .  . 

Resolved,  That  12  blank  commissions  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  atlkirs  for  the  northern  department ;  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  empowered  to  fill  tliem  up  with  the  names  of  faithful  chiefs  of  the 
Oaeidas  and  Tuscaroras,  jj;iving  them  such  ranks  as  the  said  commissioners 
j^^^e  they  merit;  the  names  and  ranks  to  be  by  the  commlssionerB  re- 
ported to  the  board  of  war. 

The  boanl  of  war  report,  that  the  committee  appointed  at  York-town  to 
coafer  with  bania  Stettbetti  having  promised  to  report  that  Mods.  Tfinfant 
jdioald  have  the  commiaaion  of  captain  of  engineers,  and  no'  report  havii^ 
been  made  on  that  subject,  the  board  are  of  opinion, 

That  Mons.  l'£nfant  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  have  rank  frmu  the  iSth  day  of  Febrn* 
ary.  1778. 

Resolved,  Tl  nt  Conj2:ress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  joint  committee  of  the  g;eneral 
assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  reported,  that  they  have  had  a  further 
conference,  and  that  they,  with  the  said  joint  committee,  have  aj^reed  to  two 
S6ts  of  resolutions,  the  one  to  be  repoi  ted  to  Congress,  and  the  other  to  the 
fcoeral  assembly  and  council  oi  Pt^unsylvania,  by  the  committees  of  thoso 
ttveral  bodies  respeettvelj : 

The  resolutions  laid  before  Congress  for  consideration  are  as  follow : 

Resolved,  That  unanimity  and  narmony  between  the  representativiM  of 
«)e  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  each  state  individually,  has 
been,  under  God»  the  happy  means  of  our  past  success,  and  the  only  sure 
foundation  whereon  to  rest  our  future  hopes  of  terminating  the  contest  with 
Great-Britain  with  honor  and  advantage. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Congress  is  highly  sensible  of  the  importance  and  services 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  present  contest,  and  regard  with  sincere 
concern  and  regret  every  event  which  may  tend  to  lessen  the  mutual  confil- 
deoce  and  atti  ction  which  has  hitherto  subsisted. 

RenoLved,  Tiiat  li  is  the  lull  intention  ol  Congress  on  all  occasions,  to 
manifest  the  same  just  and  equal  attention  to  the  said  state  and  authority  of 
Pennsylvania  as  to  any  other  state  in  the  union. 

Rtsolvedf  That  any  disrespectful  and  indecent  behaviour  of  any  officers  of 
anyraidc,  under  the  appointtpent  of  Congress,  to  the  civil  authoritvof  any 
i^tate  in  the  union,  will  be  discountenanced  and  discouraged  ;  and  that  a  - 
contrary  behaviour  will  be  considered  as  one  of  the  surest  meanato  recom- 
Jueiid  any  oflicer  to  the  favor  and  notice  of  Congress. 

Rcfiolved,  That  the  complaints  aq;rnn«t  gen.  Arnold  be  transmitted  to  his 
excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  in  order  for  trial  ;  anti  that  the  same  be 
Quiy  notified  to  the  executive  council ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  furnish 
|hecomn»ander  in  chiel  with  the  evidence  thereupon  in  their  possession  ;  and 
*J>»taII  farther  proceedins^  elsewhere  cease,  save  the  collecting  and  transmit- 
tmgfany  further  evidence  ihei  eupon  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
.  Cono  t  eas  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  submitted  to  them : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  resolution,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  resolution,  resolved  in  tbeaffirinatiye« 


Digitized  by  Google 


£44 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1779. 


On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  resolution,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  Question  to  agree  to  the  fourth resolutioa*  resolved  in  the  aflirmative. 
The  fifth  resolution  being  read, 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 
That  the  consideration  of  the  fifth  resolution  be  postponed  till  Congress 
tODsider  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  tlie  letter  of  the  25th  of  January* 
from  fhe  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  letteni  of  the  8th  and  12th  of  Febraarf  from  major  -general  Arnold, 
oik  which  the  jeas  and  yeas  being  required  bj  Mr.  R«  H.  Lee» 


no 


.no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


no 


Delaware, 


N,'Caro&na, 


Vr,  Vandyke, 
Ur.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichad, 
Henry, 
Ifr,  T.  Adama^ 
F.  L.  Le^ 
Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelsoi^ 
Ifr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Lauren!), 
Drayton, 


no  ^no 


Mr.  Langworthy,    ay  )^y 


Jf^JBbK^pMnf  Ifr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

3fiu«a*«M-itay,lfr.  s.  Atkms 

Lovell, 

Hohen, 
lir.  EUery, 
Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Boot, 
Spencer* 
Ur,  Jay, 
Duanc, 
Floyd, 
Lewia^ 
Mr.  w'tthenpooiH  no? 
FcU,  no  5 

Pemuylvamot  Mr.  J.  Armstrongs  no 

Shippen,  no 
Munlftnberg,  no 
M*C!enc,  no 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  tbcii  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  in 
lieu  oi  the  first  part  as  far  as  *^  possession,"  inclusive,  to  substUute  as  follows: 

'^Besolved,  That  bis  excellency  Joseph  Reed's  letter  to  Congress  of  the 
fi5th  i^Jannarj,  1779^  and  gen.  Arnold's  letter  of  the  8th  and  12th  of  Fe* 
bmarj,  and  the  resolves  therein  contained  of  the  eiecutive  council  c^Penn* 
Bvlvania,  be,  with  the  evidence  which  hath  been  collected  and  reported  by 
the  committee  on  those  letters,  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  appoint  a  court-martial  on  the  1st,  2d,  5d,  and  5th 
articles  contained  in  the  said  resolves  of  the  said  executive  council,  the  said 
articles  only  being  cognizable  by  a  court-martial  ;  and  that  the  reference  be 
notihed  to  the  supreme  executive  council^  and  they  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  evidence  to  the  court-raartial." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  and  seconded  bv  Mr,  Burke,  to  amend 
the  subbtitute  pro^ohed  so  aa  to  read,  "  to  appoint  a  court-martial  on  such 
articles  contained  in  the  add  resolves  of  tlie  said  executive  council,  as  Con- 
gress shall  judge  to  be  cognizable  by  a  court-martiaK" 

On  which  t^e  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Rllery» 

JfrB^mpshire,  Mr,  Whipple^  no 

Frost  no 
Mmt^stU-Boj/t  Mr.  S.  Adam^ 

Gerry, 
Lovdl, 
Holten, 

fihode^Mmd,  Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
CotmiOkui,     Mr.  Dyer, 

Roo4^ 
Spencer, 
AVw-rar^y,       Mr.  Jay, 

Duaiie,  no>no 
Lewia^ 

^flew'Jtrufff    Mr  Wi!henpee% 

Fell, 


Pennsylvania,  Ifr.  Annstrong, 

Shippen, 
Miihienberg, 
M*Citne, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Heniy, 
Mr.  I .  AduM^ 

F  T.  T  ee, 
M..  bmith, 
K.  H.  L.ce, 
Griffin, 
Neboi^ 


no 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virgima, 
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Jlf^OarvlMiW     Mr.  Pernio  ay^       fMJanBnai      Ifc-  t^^irens,      no  >  ^.^^ 

Hill,  no\.ay  Drayton,         av  V 

Burke,  ayj        Geor^a,  Mr.  Lsujgwoithy,  )^ay 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  substitute,  resolved'  in  the  affirmatiVe. 

Jk  motion  was  then  made  to  stdke  out  the  words,  **  and  that  all  proceed* 
i^ll^''  ftc*  to  tiie  end ;  and  the  question,  shall  these  words  stand  ?  passed  in 
Iks  nentlTe. 

On  9ie  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended :  resolved  in  the  af- 
irmatiTe. 

MONDAY,  April  5,  1779. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer, 

Resolved,  That  baron  Steuben,  inspector-general,  be  informed  by  the  pre- 
sident, that  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  his  merit,  diapiaje^  in  a  va- 
riety of  instances,  but  especially  in  llie  system  of  militarj  order  and  disci- 
pline formed  and  presented      him  to  Congress.  ^ 

Coagreas  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on 
teularies  of  officers  in  the  clothing  department;  Whereupon, 

liwhiprfj  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress  the  clothier*general 
have  s  salary  of  5000  dollars  per  annum« 

Wfaereas^the  duties  of  the  sub  or  state  clothiers  who  are  to  be  appointed 
acosfding  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  clothier's  department,  will  be  very 
nneqaal,  the  quota  of  battalions  of  the  several  states  cliffertng: 

Resolved,  That  each  state  determine  and  pay  the  salary  proper  for  its  clo- 
thier, and  that  each  state-clothier  shall  be  allowed  two  rations  and  foraj^e  for 
one  horse  per  day  during  the  time  he  is  in  actual  service  with  the  army»and 
going  to  and  returning  f  rom  the  same  : 

That  the  regimental  clothiers  have  an  allowance  of  30  dollars  per  month* 
ifl  addition  to  their  present  appoititiiient : 

That  the  clothier-general  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk,  w  ho  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  allowance  as  the  clerks  of  the  auditors  of  the  aruiy. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the 
Mttr  of  the  8tb  of  October,  from  governor  Trumbull  and  the  memorial  <^ 
Ifffiiain  Hoskins ;  Whereupon, 

Ue^oipedf  That  the  administrator  of  the  es^te  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  late 
eemmissary-general,  be  directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  exhibit  for  final  set- 
flement  before  the  treasury  the  cash  accounts  of  the  said  commissary-general* 

TUESDAY,  April  6,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  deputy  commissaries -general  of 
musters  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Bradford  and  Noarth,  re'^i^nod  ;  and,  the 
ball  Old  being  taken,  Mr*  Henry  Rutgers,  jun*  and  Mr.  Azariaii  Hortoa  were 

elected. 

Tlie  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  lieutenant  W. 
Macjpherson,  report, 

••That  being  apprehensive  the  brini^iHg  Mi\  Macpherson  into  the  line 
woultl  cause  much  disquietude  among  the  uflicers,  and  be  deti  iiuental  to  the 
service,  they  consulted  the  commander  in  chief,  who  coincided  with  them  in 
lentiment  as  to  the  impropriety  of  it ;  but  as  by  the  captivity  of  col.  Wnrdt 
the  coounisaary  general  of  musters,  his  dutr  will  devolve  on  col.  Varick, 
the  next  senior  officer  in  the  depactment»  and  consequently  a  post  of  deputy 
sommisaary-general  of  musters  will  be  vacant  till  the  release  of  the  com- 
missary-general of  musters  ;  and  as  the  commander  in  chief,  has  expressed 
his  opinion  that  no  bad  consequences  will  arise  from  the  nomination  of  Mr* 
W.  Macpherson  to  that  post:  they  therefore  nominate  the  said  William 
Macpherson  to  be  elected  a  deputy  commissary-general  of  musters  in  the 
lervtce  of  the  United  States*" 
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Ordere  d,  Tliat  the  consideration  thereol  be  postponed. 
Mr.  Henry  Wjnkuup,  a  delegate  Truio  Pemuijrivaiiia,  atteuded«  and  iwik 
his  seat  in  Ctingress. 

W£DN£S0AT,  JlyrU  r.  1779. 

CongreM  resQiDed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  6*  Fierce,  repre- 
•enting,  that  on  die  flrat  of  March*  1778»  he. lent  to  Mr.  Matthew  Boj^d» 
commissioner  of  clodiing  for  Chester  conntj,  £  1000  without  interest,  toat« 
sist  him  in  his  department,  which  remained  in  his  hands  till  within  three 
weeks  of  the  time  when  the  emission  of  A.nril  11,  1778,  was  called  oat  of 
circulation:  that  attliat  time  he  was  re-paia  in^bilU  of  that  emission:  that 
lie  js  in  want  of  money  by  reason  of  losses  occasioned  bv  the  enemy;  and 
praying  that  the  said  money  may  be  exchanged  for  good  biUs  in  circiuaUoil : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  g-ranted. 

A  memorial  from  the  undertakers  of  the  contitu  ntiil  manufactorjr  of  anus 
wab  reatl,  representing  that  the  success  of  their  undertaking  depends  on  the 
presence,  care  and  superintendence  of  Mr.  Windel,  one  of  the  copartnei^ ; 
and  that  Mr.  Windel  bavins  long  been  a  captain  of  artillery,  and  n>r  fifteen 
years  past  first  director  of  the  royal  manufactory  of  Charleville,  and  being 
much  esteemed  in  his  own  country  and  a  man  of  fortune,  declines  to  leavtt 
kis  country  and  come  to  this  unless  he  is  invited  by  the  honorable  Confess, 
and  have  apromise  of  a  rank  saperior  to  what  be  now  enjoys,  but  without 
any  pretensions  to  service  or  pay ;  and  therefore  prayinj^  such  invitation  and 
promise  may  be  given  a2,ree:ibfy  to  what  ihvy  were  encouraged  to  expect  when 
they  entered  into  the  contract  with  tlie  board  of  >var  ;  ^Vhe^eupoD, 

Ilesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  t!»e  nu morial  from  capt.  Sumner, 
report,  'Uhat  it  appears  tliat  the  service  of  ihe  armed  vessels  on  lake  Cham- 
plaiu,  in  1776,  was  disagreeable,  and  that  officers  reluctantly  quitted  the  line 
to  take  cotamand  of  them :  that  as  an  inducement  to  officers  possessing  the 
requisite  talents  to  engage  in  that  service,  general  Schuyler  ottered  to  liente* 
nants  the  commission  of^ captains,  and  gave  them  hopes  of  permanent  pro- 
vision in  the  navy;  that  influenced  by  these  motives  and  a  regard  to  the  pub^ 
lie  good,  capt.  Sumner,  among  others, quitted  his  station  in  the  line  and  took 
the  command  of  one  of  the  armed  vessels  abovemeutioned :  that  it  further 
appears  t!»at  by  virtue  of  ;rpn.  Srlmyler's  orde!  «,  ^en.  Arnolt!,  on  tl>e  1st  day 
of  July,  1776,  appointed  Mr.  Sumner  captain  to  tiie  said  command,  in  which 
capacity  he  in  several  actions  behaved  with  srreat  spirit  and  good  conduct; 
and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  cajjt.  Sumner's  resig;nation  of  his  lieu- 
tenancy in  the  line  to  take  the  iibove  cununand,  sliould  uot prejudice  his  claim 
to  rank  on  account  ut  prior  services Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  capt.  Job  Sumner^,  of  col.Greaton's  regiment,  have  a  com* 
mission  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States*  to  rank  as  such  from 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1776. 

THURSDAY,  ^pnL  8.  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Suolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized  to  appoint 

persons  to  purchase  necessaries  for  the  army,  until  the  further  orders  of 

Congress. 

Rpsnlvedy  Tliat  two  members  of  Congress  be  elected  to  attend  at  the  board 
of  war  in  the  room  ol  Mr.  F.L.  Lee  and  Mr.  Root ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Spencer  and  Mr.  Atlee. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  February  from  major^nersl 
Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report  i  " 

i?eso{veil,  Inat  until  a  cartel  for  a  general  exchange  is  established  between 
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the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  forces  «f  the  United  States  and  Great* 

Britain,  in  order  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible  the  difhculties  presHBg  vpon 
the  prisoners  taken  durins;  the  operations  ot  the  forces  under  the  command 
of  general  I aTirohi,  and  the  British  forces  who  have  invaded  Georgia  ;  the 
comnmudirig  odicer  of  the  southern  army  for  the  time  being,  be  authorized 
to  exchange  the  same  to  the  extent  of  tlioir  relative  nuoibers,  on  the  terms 

Proposed  by  major  Pinckney  to  iit  utenaut  colonel  Provost  on  the  first  da^  u( 
February  last,  as  far  as  the  same  will  apply  to  the  said  prisoners: 
That  the  said  coramaAtlitig  officer  tor  the  time  being,  be  autliortzed  to  dis- 
pense with  the  said  tevms  where  be  shall  judge  tbat  bumaiiltj  or  very  pressing 
ettefKency  maj  require  it^and  it  shall  jaot  eontfavene  general  vulity : 

That  eftectual  provision  be  made  bj  a  commissary  of  prisonera  for  supply- 
tne  iiich  of  our  people  as  remain  unexchanged : 

That  a  deputy  coninussary  of  priseiiera  be  appointed  for  the  southern  army 
by  the  coHuaaadiDg  officer  thereof. 

FRIDAY,  JpriL  9,  1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  the  followiiiK  g;<M!tleinen  to  be  ap- 
pointed 2d  lieutenants  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  con»mitiicleiJ  by  colonel 
ilari  ison,  Robert  Burton,  commission  to  be  dated  October  18tl),  1778,  Robert 
Jouit,  do.  January  Ist^  1779,  Henry  Vowles,  do.  do.  John  Mosely,  do.  do. 

Rwdvedf  That  the  said  gentlemen  be  appointed*  and  commissions  granted  ' 
ts  them  establishing  their  ranks  from  the  times  above  specified. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  lions,  de  Bois  having  had  the  brevet  ranli 
sf  major  in  the  American  army  since  tlie  5th  of  November,  1776,  and  received  . 
psy  and  rations  agreeably  thereto,  without  having  been  enabled  to  render 
any  service  to  the  states,  is  now  desirous  of  returning  to  Europe  if  he  can 
sbtain  a  supply  of  money  to  prosecute  his  voyage  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  12  months'  pay  as  major  he  advanced  to  Mons.  de  Bois,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  his  voya-^e  to  France  ;  and  that  he  be  no  lunger  cour 
uderedas  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  wus  re-eommitted  their  report 
sf  the  19th  of  December  on  tlie  memorial  uf  capt.  John  iSutlon,  having  re- 
considered the  said  memorial,  jtad  been  attended  by  captain  Sutiou  wiili  lug 
proofs,  report, 

That  the  committee  are  liil^jr  Htisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  said  memorial,^ 
and  that  the  money  mentioned  in  thesaid  memorial,  viz.  956  75-90  dollars, 

due  to  the  commissary's  department,  being  a  balance  in  his  hands  for  the 
time  he  acted  in  that  department  for  the  1st  Virginia  regiment ;  and  3844 
11-90  dollars  in  his  hands  as  pay-master  to  the  said  regiment,  was  stolen 
from  his  tent  without  any  nej^liijence  or  default  on  his  part :  that  on  the 
contrary  it  appeai  s  ihat  he  uaed  all  the  precaution  in  his  power  for  its  safe 
custody  :  that  lie  look  pains  nud  otli  red  to  settU*  his  accounts  :  that  he  ap- 
plied for  a  guard  to  watch  his  tent,  uhich  was  not  granted  :  that  he  removed 
ihe  money  with  him  when  he  went  abroad  in  the  day  into  the  tents  of 
officers  of  the  army  who  were  his  freinds  :  that  he  entreated  the  deputy  pay- 
BMter  general  to  sufllbr  it  to  be  lodged  in  the  military -chest,  which  w  as  re- 
used, because  there  was  no  room  for  h;  andi,  la«tly,  that  ^e  proof  ef  the 
fhefit  ia clear  and  satisfactory;  Whereupon, 

itesolMil,  That  two  certain  sums  of  956  75-90  dollars,  and  3844  Xl^^ 
dollars,  stolen  from  capt.  John  Sutton,  pay-master  of  the  1st  Virginia  regi- 
ment, be  allowed  and  passed  to  his  credit  on  the  settlement  of  his  public 
sccounts. 

On  motion  by  the  committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication  of 

the  journals : 

MeMolved,  That  David  C  Claypoole,  be  .appointed  to  phnt  for  Congress* 
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SATURDAY,  dprU  1Q»  1779. 

A  report  from  thebotM  of  war,  was  road :  Whereupon, 
Mm>ived,  That  tho  proeoediagkof  the  court-Miiial  hM  tt  Foit-FiM;  m 
OTl.dteel,  deputj  qotrter-Maoter  general,  be  returned  to  the  commandirli 

chief;  and  that  he  be  informed  that  the  Uitentioii  of  Collgma,  by  their  mh 
der  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  referring  the  said  proceedings  to  hire, 
that  he  should  finally  determine  thoreoii»  or  direct  such  farther 
as  he  should  thiak  necessarj* 

MONDAY,  April  12,  \TTd. 

Con  o;ress  took  into  consideration  a  report  froln  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
sury ut  the  5th  ;  and,  thereupon, 

J<efioli'fd,  That  the  three  commissioners  for  destroying  bills  of  credit  to 
be  taken  out  ot  circulatiuti  by  order  ot  Congress,  be  allowed  on  every  100 
dollars  so  destroyed  parts  of  a  dollar,  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them* 

The  following  gentlemen  are  nominated  .as  proper  persons  to  be  ftpfoint^ 
ed  commissionei^  for  destroying  the  bills  to  be  taken  out  of  circnla^on,^ 
Andrew  Doz,  bj'Mr.  Plum;  John  Sfaee»  by  Mr.  Atlee;  Hugh  Montgomery, 
by  Mr.  Witherspeon* 

Congress^  bj  general  consent,  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and  the  beUils 
•being  taken,  Andrew  Doz,  John  Shoe*  and  Hugh  Montgomery,  were  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon,  ' 

Bfsolved,  That  the  loan-office  certificates  which  may  issue  for  prizes  of 
the  3d  class  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  shall  bf»ar  an  interest  of  Sll 
percent,  per  annum,  any  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Pesolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  allowed  three  quarters  of  1  9Q 
of  a  dollar  for  e%'ery  100  dollars  which  he  ?nay  receive  to  be  destroyed,  in  full 
compi  lisatioii  of  all  charges  for  a  clerk|  oihce-rent,  fire-woodj  stationarj, 
and  othor  contingent  expenses. 

On  tlie  4uei»tiou  to  a^ree  to  thi^i  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 

JSeW'/hmpifhiref  Mr^  Whipple,       ay  ^ay    Delaware^         Mr.  Vandyke,       ay  ^-ay 
Mmt^HiU'Bay^  Mr.  S.  Acuiiib^      ay  %       Maryland,        Mr.  Canmduie^    ay  > 

Gerry,  »y(-,,  Henry,  *y3  ^ 

Loveil,  «y(  ^     VkgUda,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  noS 

Holten,         no/  R.  U.  Lee,  ay>ay 

Jifiode-Lland,     Mr.  CuUiiis,         no  ^-no  Griffin,  ayj 

Cormeetiettt^      Mr.  Spencer,      ay      '   Mrth-CoBnUna,  Mr.  Hill,  ^^Inn 
Ifew-Ywk,  '     Mr.  Jay,  ^\a\„  Burke,  noy 

Floyd,  ayS*"^*  5terfiW2iafd&w,  Mr.to^  my^tf 

JPrnnsj^ka/ua,    Mr.  Araistrong^  no^ 

Atlee,  noVoD 
Muhlenbeig,  ayj 

So  it  waa  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

TUESDAY,  JprO,  13,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen.  Lee,  waa  read,  representing  that  in  a  publi« 
cation  of  this  day,  there  is  a  paragraph  repectin^  gen.  Moultrie's  havii^  de- 
fended Fort-Sullivan  against  his,  (gen.  Lee's)  judgment,  which  thrava  bin 
into  the  disagreeable  alternative  of  either  sUently  sitting  down  under  a 
charge  which  may  inake  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people  unfavora- 
ble to  his  conduct  and  capacity,  or  of  justifying  himself  by  a  publication 
which  at  this  juncture  m;iy  be  inexpedient;  that  it  Con<iress  will  condc- 
aceml  to  appoint  a  comuattee  to  hear  what  he  has  to  say  on  that  subject,  he 
has  no  doubt  ot  making  his  cnjiduct  appear  satisfactory;  but  if  thac  mea- 
sure should  be  thought  improper,  tJien  requesting  that  they  will  order  the 
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letter  df  thanks,  with  which  they  honored  him  ob  the  occasion*  to  be  re-pub* 
;  liihed :  Whereupon, 

ReBohsedt  That  the  vote  of  thanks  to  major-general  Lee*  on  acoonnt  of 
Inrcoodiietoii  the  S8th  (^Jane,  1776,  be  repamished  ;  and  that  Congrear 

have  no  reason  to  alter  their  opioionof  his  conduct  on  that  occasion. 

#n  motion  by  Mr.  R«  U.  Iiee> seconded  bj  Mr.  LaurenSt 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  take  such  order,  respecting  retaining 
tlie  continental  ship-yards  and  worl^men  now  in  their  employ^  as  they  sbaU 
think  most  conducive  to, the  public  good. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr«  Paca,  and  Mr.  Morris,  appointeil  to  consider  \\  hat  farther  measures  arc 
necessary  for  the  dcTence  of  8outi) -Carolina  and  Georgia,  report, 

**That  the  subjects  of  th"fe  most  Christian  kins^  residinj^  in  South -Carolina, 
have  otlered  to  lonn  a  corps  of  volunleeis  tor  tlie  defence  of  the  said  state,  to 
be  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  nation ;  that  the  said  offer  is  ap- 
praved  by  the  minister  of  France,  and  that  the  marqnis  of  Brttigny  requests  - 
ts  be  appointed  Co  the  command Whereupon, 

Rmimdf  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  offer  made  by  the  aub* 
jectftofUs  most  Christian  majesty  residing  in  SoatH*Carolina,  to  inoorpo- 
rate  themselves  for  the  defense  of  the  said  state,  and  that  the  same  be 
accepted. 

Jlesolved,  That  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  who,  from  his  generous  sacrificeSj 
from  hi^^  |^reat  sufferings,  and  from  his  military  abilitie<^,  is  entitled  to  the 
regard  ot  the  United  States,  appears  from  his  military  talents,  rank,  and 
abtiiiies,  to  be  a  proper  person  to  command  the  said  corps,  and  that  he  be- 
,  accordingly  recommended  to  the  governor  of  South-Carolma.    '  ' 
'     Htsolved,  That  the  said  corps,  while  embodied  in  actual  service,  be  upon 
continental  establislitiient  of  pay  and  rations. 
Mesalvedt  That  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  lend  to  the  United 
!  States  lOOOatand  of  arms,  tor  the  purpose  of  arming  the  forces  destined  for 
I  the  defence  of  Soath-Carolina  and  Georgia ;  and  that  the  beard  of  «ar  be  or* 
dered  to  replace  the  same  without  delay* 

WEDNESDAY,  Jpnl  14, 1779* 

The  committee  ap|iointed  to  confer  M  ith  the  joint  comndttee  of  the  legis* 
lature  aod  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  reported,  that  the 
following  resolution  was  offered  by  the  said  joint  committee^  in  order  that 
the  sense  of  Congress  might  be  taken  thereon,  viz. 

Resnlvpd,  That  the  power  granted  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  states 
in  the  union  by  the  resolve  of  tiie  21st  of  August,  1778,  was  an  exclusive 
authority  ;  and  tliat  the  ofiicia!  or  autlioritative  exercise  thereof  by  anv  offi- 
cer of  the  United  StateSj  or  other  person,  is  derogatory  and  dangerous  to  the 
interests  of  the  states  : 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr. 
G.  MorriSt  and  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  as  follows: 

Whereas  Congress,  on  the  21st  day  of  August  last,  did  resolve,  that  when 
any  persons  are  desirous  of  going  within  the  enemy's  lines,  they  shall  apply 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  and  if  the  said  exe- 
cutive powers  approve  the  motives  and  characters  of  the  persons  ap^ying, 
and  shail  be  of  opinion^  especially  at  so  critical  conjunctures  as  Represent, 
that  no  danger  wul  ensue  by  |pranting  such  permission,  that  they  recommend 
t!iem  to  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  next  to  the  enemy,  who,  upen  anch 
recoininci)dation,  may,  at  his  discretion,  permit  the  persons  to  go  in* 

For  the  better  execution  of  the  said  resolution, 

Hesolved,  That  any  officer  who  shall  permit  a  person  to  go  within  the  ene- 
my's lines,  without  such  recommendation,  or  the  orders  ot  the  commander  in 
Vol.  in.  32 
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chief,  or  the  covnuinder  of  a  separate  department,  and  iball  thereof  bo  duly 
convicted  bofore  a  court-marital,  shaU  thereby  forfeit  hit  ooroaiiBsioii. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  tbit  as  a  aubstiute,  the  yeaa  and  nayt  beiDg 

required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved  in  the  afiinnative,  every  mpmber  answei  ing;  ay. 

A  motion  was  ilien  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  scLorided  l)Y  Mr*  Aria&troDg,aIiLer 
**or  tlie  orders,"  to  iiiscit  the  words    or  anlhoritv 

On  which  theyea.>>  ami  nays  being  required  by  ^r.  Burke, 


NeuhUmpthirCt  llr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Mmt^m^^^  ]|r.8.AdMnqi 

Lovell, 


JViode-Jsland, 
Connecticui^ 


Ilolteiit 
Mr.  EUeiy, 
Colling 
Mr.  Speneer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Floyd* 

Mr.  Fen, 


Petmtybma,    Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 


JJCtaWfttTt 

Ftrginia, 


ay 
no 

At]«e,  no 

•  Searlc,  Jio 
Muhlenberg,  no  I 
Wynkoop,  no J 
Ifr,  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adama, 

P.  L.  Lee, 

R  H.Lec^ 

Mr.  Peuu, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Lwirem^ 


I  I 


So  H  jiaiaed  in  the  negative* 

On  the  queatlon  to  agree  to  the  attbetitate  aa  a  reaolotion :  resolved  in  the 

affirmative.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  IStb,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
to  him  from  major  Harnage,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  captain  flawker,  both  of 
the  62d  British  regiment,  requesting;  permission  for  himself  and  his  family, 
with  capt.  Hawker,  to  go  by  way  of  Uhode-lsland  to  New- York,  and  from 
thence  by  water  to  Fredericksburgh,  or  any  town  nearest  to  Charlotteville,  to 
join  the  troops  of  the  convention  :  also  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial  held  by  order  ot  Con^^ress,  upon  tlie  uilicerb  ot  the  elainiratory,  and 
deputy  qoarter-master  at  Springfield  ;  Whereupon, 

Mtsolved^  That  gen.  Wasbingtoii  be  informed  that  Congress  cannot  agree 
tb  mig'or  Hamace  and  capt  Hawker's  goin^  to  Ylrpnia  in  the  way  proposed 
and  requested,  but  have  no  objection  to  their  remaining  where  they  are. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  be  returned  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  take  such  order  thereon  as  he  shall  judge 
proper. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  have  authorized  and  directed  the  boaid  of  wrf  of  the 
said  state,  to  purchase  fiour  and  grain  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitaut!:>  thereof, 
who  are  greatly  distressed  by  the  want  of  bread  : 

Besolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  executive  powers 
of  the  states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware^  Pennsjlvania,  NewJersey, 
and  New- York,  to  permit  the  exportation  of  suck  flour  and  grain  aa  has  been 
or  maj  be  purchased- within  the  said  states  respectively,  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  board  of  war,  if  authorized  as  aforesaid. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr«  G.  Morrisy  and  seconded  by  Mn  Burke,  in  the 
words  following : 

Whereas  the  subsistencemoney  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
bv  a  resolution  of  the  2d  day  of  June  last,  hath  become  insuRicierit  for  their 
support,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  prices  of  the  necessanes  oi  life;  theie- 
fore, 

*<  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  to  make 
provissioii  tor  supplying  the  oiiicers  of  their  states  respectively  with  the  a|:ti- 
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eles  at  the  rates  following)  vix.  West-India  ram  two-thirds  of  a  doltar  per 
gtiloii»  Muscovado  sugar  at  half  a  dollar  per  pound,  coffee  at  half  a  doUar 
perpoond«  tea  at  one  dollar  and  two'thirds  per  pound,  and  chocolate  at  half 
a  diHtar  per  pound ;  and  that  an  agent  be  appointed  to  supplj  the  officers  not 

belonj^tng  to  any  particular  state  at  and  after  the  same  rates,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  com* 
mander  in  chief  shall  frame  and  <)irpct." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  that  the  considera- 
tion thereof  be  po^tptined  till  to-morrow. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 

K.'Hammhire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Xamfm»-Bay,  Mr.  8.  Acuuim^ 

Ix>vett 
Gerry, 
lloltcn^ 

MNb/f&m<^  Mr.BUeiy* 

ColUii8» 

Cmnecticitt,     Mr.  Spencer, 
^tiwYwrk,       Mr.  .lay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 

Pentuyhania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

8hippen» 

Atlee, 

Searle^ 

Muliienberg,    ay  !  '  .  , 

Wynkoop,  noj 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

After  detwte,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hoi  ten,  seconded  bj  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Rmivedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoitkted  to  confer  with  (he 
commander  in  chief. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Joseph  Gardner  be  appointed  a  signer  of  the  coiltihenta;I 
bills  of  credit. 

THC7RBDAT,  JprU  15, 1779. 

Mr.  William  Sharpe,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  pro- 
doced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committed  consisting  of 
Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.Duane,  Mr.  Wkt, 
Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  M'Xean,  Mr. Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  * 
Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a  member  from  each  state,  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  foreign  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  also  the  conduct 
of  the  late  and  presentcommissionersof  these  states,  wherein  the  committee 
report, 

*•  1st.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.  Franklin  is  plenipotentiary  for 
these  states  at  the  court  of  France,  Dr.  A.  Lee,  commissioner  lor  the  court 
of  Spain,  Mr.  William  Lee,  commissioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  lier- 
fio,  Mr.  R.  Izard,  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Tuscany  :  that  Mr.  J.  Adams^  ' 
^  appointed  one  of  thc^vommisiioiieri  at  the  court  of  France  in  the  place 
<^  Mr.  Deane,  who  had  been  appointed  a  joint  coinimissioner  with  Br.  mnk- 
lio,  and  Dr.  A.  Lee,  bnt  that  the  said  commisifion  of  Mr.  Adame  i»  super- 
seded  by  the  plenipotentiary  commission  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  ministers  plenipotentiary 
for  these  states  are  only  necessary,  for  the  present^  at  the  courts  of  VersaiUea 
and  Madrid. 

3(1.  That  in  the  course  of  their  examination  and  enquiry,  they  find  many 
complaints  against  the  said  commissioners,  and  the  political  and  commer- 


ay 


►ay 


Delaware^ 
JUarylandt 


Virgifda^ 


S.-CaroUna, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Phter, 
-  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adama^ 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Smith, 

R.U.Lee^ 

Griffin, 

Mebon, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  LaoreiM, 

Draytof^ 


►no 


no 


•no 
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cial  agency  of  Mr.  J)cnne  ;  w^jich  complaints,  with  the  evideoce  in  support 
thereof,  are  herewith  deiireredy  and  to  which  the  committee  heg  ie&ve 

to  refer. 

4th.  That  guspicions  and  animo^itir^i  have  arisen  among  the  said  commis- 
sioners which  ma^  be  highly  prejudicial  tu  the  honor  and  interciit^  uf  these 
Uuiied  States* 

5th.  That  the  tppointnieiits  of  the  said  commiMumers  be  vacated,  and  that 
oew  appoiotmeotB  oe  made. 

6th«  That  there  be  bat  one  plenipotentiary  minitter  or  committioiier  Ibr 
these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

7th.  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  comroisaiener  for  these  United 
States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public  office. 

8th.  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commission- 
er for  these  United  States,  who  h  not  a  citizen  thereot^  and  who  has  not  a 
fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein. 

•  9th.  That  tit  and  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  Mi*. 
Deane'i  public  accounts,  and  the  public  accounts  of  all  other  pei&oDs  whu 
have  transacted  the  commercial  al&irs  of  these  states  in  France. 

loth.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiariest  ministers,  and  commiasioners, 
who  now  is»  or  has  been»  or  maj*  be  appointed^  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
per  annum." 

The  house  having,  on  former  days,  when  the  report  was  under  debate, 
agreed  to  the  first  and  second  articles  thereof;  and  having  also  read  the 

third  article  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  a  motion  was  this  day  nuula 

by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

*'  That  the  members  of  this  house  who  may  have  any  papers  or  evidence  , 
in  tlieir  possession  relative  to  the  said  report,  do  lay  the  same  on  the  table."  ! 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  anirmuti\  e. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  fourth  article  in  the  report,  when  a 
motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  MfrCarmichael,  to  strike 
Wi  the  words  **  which  ma  j  be.'* 

FRIDAY,  April  16,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  poet-offiee  having  conferred  with  the  post^master^ 

and  other  principal  officers  ef  that  department,  report. 

That  it  will  be  proper  to  supply  the  post-master  general  immediately  with 
6967  1-3  dollars,  to  pay  the  debts  due  from  the  post-oflice  for  the, quarter 

ending  the  5th  of  this  month  :  i 
That  it  will  be  proper  to  advance  to  the  post-master,  on  account,  the  fur-  i 
ther  sum  of  5000  dollars,  for  the  accruing  expenses  of  his  depid  tment,  \ 
to  the  end  that,  dealin«^  with  ready  money,  he  may  be  enabled  to  make  the  j 
best  bargains  for  the  public :  '  ' 

That  the  present  rate  of  postage  be  donbled 

Tint  the  annual  aalary  or  the  post^master  general  for  the  iiitore  be  SOOO 
dollars  per  annum :  ^ 
•  That  the  snrveyor'a  pay  be  increased  from  six  dollara  to  12  dollars  per  day 
each: 

That  the  comptroller'a  salary  be  incieaeed  from  340  dollars  to  €i80  dol*  , 

,Jars  per  annum  : 

<  .MeMoived»  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

■    SATURDAY,  ApHl  17,  1779. 

The  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  to  whom  was  referred  the  lettei  oi  tbft 
7th  of  March,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report,  which  wss 
taken  into  consideration^  and  thereupon  Congresa  came  to  tne  following  rc- 
soAvtioni  , 

.1 
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Whtreas  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  major  Mead,  aid-dc-camp  to  major-gen.  Lincoln,  commanding  officer 
in  the  southern  department,  that  he  is  in  such  an  ill  state  of  health  a»  that 
his  continuing;  longer  in  that  warm  climate  Tuny  endanger  his  life: 

JResuived,  Tliat  the  said  major-?;en  Lincoln  be  permitted  to  retire  from  the 
command  of  the  southern  army,  and  join  the  army  under  i^en.  Wasliington, 
that  the  public  mav  avail  itself  of  his  services  in  a  climate  more  suitable  to 
his  couhlitution  wikea  insi  liealth  will  adu)it  of  it.  • 

MMvedf  That  so  niioh  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  promotion  of> 
br^adiert  to  the  rank  of  roajor-general^be  referred  to  the  board  of  war* 

The  bmrd  of  war  to  whom  was  rc-committed  their  report  of  the  12th, 
brought  ill  a  farther  report:  Wherenpon, 

molvedt  That  the  commander  in  cnief  be  authorized  and  directed  to  take 
such  measures  for  inlisting  a  competent  number  of  wagoners,  to  continue  in 
service  for-nine  months  or  dunni;  the  ensuing  campaign^  as  shall  by  him  be 
deemed  most  efficacious  and  pro[jer : 

That  the  wagoners  so  inlisted  shall  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding  40  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  a  suit  of  clothes  as  a  bounty  : 

That  such  regulatiousi  shall  be  established  by  the  quarter-master  j^cner  al 
for  the  conduct,  mustering,  and  paying  of  the  said  corps  of  wagoners  as  bhali 
be  judged  expedient  and  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  all  regulations  made  in  virtue  hereof»  and  the  number  of  wagoners 
falisted,  be,  from  time  to  time,  returned  and  repdrted  by  the  quarter-master 
general  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1 6th  of  March,  on  the  subject 
of  inlistins  wagoners,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  foil  lowing  motion  was  made  by  the  delegiUes  of  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island  : 

"  Wliereas  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations have,  in  pursuance  of  a  direction  li  um  said  state,  represented  to  Con- 
gress that  the  legislature  thereof  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  endea- 
vor to  raise  a  brigade  oi  1500  men,  officers  included,  for  one  year,  for  the  com- 
mon defence  of  that  and  the  United  States,  and  have  accordingly  ottered  a 
bounty  of  £  45,  the  same  clothing  allowed  continental  troops,  and  an  addition 
of  six  pounds  per  month  to  their  wsffes,  for  their  better  subsistence:  and 
have  requested  that  the  same  bhoold  be  furnished  and  defrayed  by  the 
fontinent.  •  , 

Kesolvedt  That  Congress  approve  the  raising  of  a  brigade  of  1500  men  by 
the  state  of  Rhnde-I?!and  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the  common  de- 
fence of  thai  and  the  United  State?,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  upon  the  con- 
ditioris  set  torth  in  tlie  said  representation  ;  and  thattlie  bountv,  pay,  cloth- 
ing and  subsistence  of  said  brigade,  shall  be  supplied  and  furnished  at  conti- 
nental expense." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry,  that  tlie  same 
be  committed. 
Question  put,  passed  in  neeativd* 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr*  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr*  Henry,  that 
die  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

After  debate,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smithy 
^0  add  to  the  motion  for  postponing,  the  following  words^  **  uniil  the  sense  of 

the  commander  in  chief  can  he  had  thereon 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

M-Tfamj)fiklrey  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mtui  stU'Majf,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell^ 


Holten, 
<SWd^./tAIfM4  Hr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 


no 

^no 

no 

no 

no 

no' 

no 

>  no 

Connecticut,^  Mr.  Spencer,  no  y* 
Xew-York,       Mr.  Jay,  ay  2  ^ 


AhmAritfy,     Ifir.Witheiipoon,  no 
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no 


Ai-GorofiM,   '  Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Sharpe, 

S.' Carolina,     Mr.  Lauren^ 


J*eimi^lomia,  Mr.  Siiippen,  no 

Muhlcnbei^,  no  ^ 

Jklitma-e,        Mr.  A^and}  ke,  ,no  }  no 

Maryland,       >Ir.  Tlater,  ay  ^ 

'  Cannichael,  no  5 

Fngima,        Mr.  M.  Smith,  ay  ^ 

li.  H.  Lee,  no  ino 

(jrrilfin,  noj 

So  it  passed  in  tlse  negative. 

On  the  question  iur  postponing,  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr. 
Ellery, 


N^-Hampslure,  Mr.  W}vpp1<^ 
./>/a««a*«At>^a3r,  Mr.  9.  Adam% 

Lovell, 
llolten, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  I'.lli  ry, 

Coiliits, 

G9tiiic«tfcit<;     Mr.  Spencer, 

JfytO'Ttrk^      Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 

Mu>-Jcr9cyp     Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Fell, 

Peimtifhamat  Mr.  Shipncn, 

Mulilcubeig', 


Tklaware, 

Mi;^land, 


N»'Caroiina, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Catmieliae^ 
Ilenr}*, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson^ 
Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr,  LaurenB, 
Drayton, 


no  yno 

ay^ 

ayUy 


ayj 

nor  .„ 
^  >  av 
ay(  • 

ay  7 

ayl 

no  >no 
no  J 

no> 

So  it  jMssed  in  the  negative. 

A  niotTon  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams*  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  upon  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  said  representa- 
tion, and  that  the  bounty,  ])ay,  clothing;  and  subsistence  of  the  said  bri^ide 
shall  be  supplied  and  furnished  at  continental  expense;"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert,  *♦  to  be  entitled  to  continental  pay,  clothing  and  subsistence,  and  a 
b<»unty  not  exceeding  £00  dollars  for  every  QUQ-commissiuned  oilicer  and 
boMier. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  shall  Uic  words  moved  to  be 
struck,  out  stand  ? 
I'he  determlnatipii  thereof  was  postponed  by  the  state  of  Nev-York. 

MONDAY,  JipHl  19, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  capt.  Stoddard,  was  read,  desirtog  leave  to  re- 
sign his  commission : 
Be^lved,  7'hat  his  resignation  be  aceepted. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Sureao  du  ViWer,was  read,  representing 
tltat  he  had  been  nominated  by  the  general  assembly  of  North-Carolina,  ma- 
jor of  a  French  re'ziMieiit  proposed  to  be  rfiised  in  that  state  and  connti:inded 
hy  col.  Chariol  :  that  the  impossibility  of  procuring  men  to  inlist  induced 
the  said  assembly  to  disvsolve  tlie  regiment :  that  the  governor,  well  satisfied 
with  his  conduct,  gave  iiim  a  recommendation  to  the  honorable  Con2;ress  to 
be  employed  as  n\ajor  in  the  continental  army;  that  having  expended  his 
money  he  returned  to  Guadaloupe  for  afresh  supply,  and  is  now  returned, 
and  praying  tliat  lie  be  cuiUinued  a  major  in  the  continental  army,  or  have 
an  allowance  for  his  expenses,  and  a  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Borke, 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  Sureaa  du  Yivier  be  informed  that  Congress 
cannot  agree  to  his  request. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  renewing  his 
reouest  for  1  eave  to  resign  : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whitherspoon, 

Pefiohed,  That  his  request  be  complied  with. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  whensoever  a  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
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shall  cominand  a  biigade  of  the  troops^ of  these  states  in  the  absence  of  a 
brigadier,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  draw  six  rations  in  addition  to  the  one  he 
draws  as  colonel,  in  consideration  of  the  e&tra  expense  he  is  subjected  to^ 

by  such  command. 

The  detenni nation  of  the  question  which  was  on  Saturday  postponed  in 

right  of  a  state,  was  called  for: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Be^olved,  That  when  a  question  is  postponed  in  right  of  a  state,  it  shall 

be  put  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  house  immediately  after  going  throus;h  the 

public  despatches,  witliout  debate,  provided  such  meeting  shall  not  be  ou  the 

MQie  day. 

The  (^aestion  being  put»  ahall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  f 
passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  to.  amend  the  amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted,  bj 
strilviiig  out  the  words  «•  200.^ 

Question  put,  shall  these  words  stand  ?  passed  iu  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams»  seconded  by  Mr.  Whipple,  to  insert  150 
dollars the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Ntu^Tfdmpshirt,  Mr.  Wliipple, 
Maxuittii'.Buyt  Mr.  S.  Adain% 

Gerr)-, 


Lovell, 

Holtcn, 
Mr.  Kllery, 
Collins, 
Mr.  SpenceTt 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
G.  MoiTia, 
JLewis, 


il&M^Jbwy,  Withenpoon,  ^y\^y 

Fell,  no  3 


Pemti^fiiomiittt    Mr«  Annstrong^ 

•  Alice, 
Searie, 
Mnhleobeig, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
M.8iiutb» 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Sharp  e, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afTirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  amended :  resolved  in  the 

afiirmotive. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  toamfn  l 
the  main  question  farther,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  that  Congress  approve 
the  raising  of  a  brigade  of  loOU  men  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  iiisert,  •*  that  the  men  wlio  may 
be  raised  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  in  addition  to  their  i^uuia  of  conti- 
nental troops,  to  serve." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  stand?  the  yeas 
and  naj9  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

ay  ^ay 


N.'ManipMn^  Mr.  Whipple, 
3fiHta*«nr-ilajf,Mr.8.  jSame^ 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 

JtM^/atond;  Mr.  EUcry, 

Collins, 
Connecticut,     Mr.  Spcnoer, 
New- York,       Mr.  Jay, 

Morrill 

Lewis, 


Xew-Jfertey^     Mr.  Witberspoo%  no 


no 


PenjuylvcuuOf  Mr.  Armatroug^ 

Alice, 
Sr. trie, 
Muhlenbei^g', 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichsely 
lb*.  T.  Adama^ 
Siiiitli, 
Gritfin, 

Mr.  Burke^ 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Lauren^  - 


Marjlaruli 
Carolina, 


ay  >ajr 


Fell,    '     "  no^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirniative. 

Another  amendment  was  njuved  by  Mr,  6.  Morris,  sccuiided  by  Mr. 
Daane,  to  add  to  the  main  question  as  amended,  the  following  words  : 
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<*Upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  - wages  be  allowed  to  the  said 
men  bj  the  said  state  than  what  it  paid  to  other  contineatal  troops*"  ' 

TUESDAY.  JipHl  20,  1779. 

A  motion  was  made     Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  bj  Mr.  G.  Morris, 

That  the  house  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  daj  upon  the  report  of  the 

committee  of  13  upon  foreign  aftairs  : 

And  upon  the  question,  tlie  yeas  and  najrs  betog required  bjr  Mr,*Dravton; 
resolved  m  the  aHinaative  :  thereupon, 

('origress  resumed  the  consideriuion  of  the  amendment  moved  the  4tli 
article  of  the  report ;  and  ou  the  quealion,  sshall  the  woi  d:»  which  maj  be«" 
Stand  part  of  the  report  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

I'^ew-Hampskiret  Mr.  Whipple^      no  ^no  Maryland^ 
Jlku9i^9tti'£ai/,  Mr.  B.  AdUMt 

Gerry, 


Bhode-Mamlt 
Connnetictit, 


JVerw-Jeneyf 


Love  11, 
Holteiiy 
Mr.  Elleri^ 
CoUioib 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
T,ewis, 
Mr.  jb'cii, 
Ur.  AfiMtrongt 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenbein^ 
Wynkoop> 


no  ^no 
no' 
no 

no 
no J 

ay 
no"^ 
no  I 
no  >no 
no  I 
noj 
no)> 
no*> 
no  I 
no  I 


no 
no 
no^ 


-no 


S^'CaroHnOf 


Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichae^ 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Smith, 
ft,  H.Letk 
Griffin» 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 

Mr.  I.aurcns, 
Draytooi 


no 


np 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  stmek  out* 

A  division  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  Gerqr,  and  that  tlie  irst  question 
be  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of  the  4th  article,  viz. "  that  suapicions  and  ani- 
mosities have  arisen  among  the  said  commissioners.'^ 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Daane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  amend 
the  clause  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  said  and  in  lien  thereof  inserting 
*'late  and  present.*' 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  aftiriinitive. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  before 
the  words    late  aud  present,"  to  insert  *'  feonie  of." 

On  the  question  putj  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  awendmetit 
was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr«  EHery,  that  thie 
consideration  of  the  4th.  article  be  postponed  until  the  5th  article  is  ecgosi- 
dered  and  determined  on : 

Question  pot,  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morr^  to  add  the 
names  of  the  commissioners,  taking  the  sense  of  the  house' on  each  name  to 

be  added : 

On  the  question,  shall  tlie  names  be  adtled  r  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question,  shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin's  name  be  inserted?  resolved  yi 
the  ulbrnialive. 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  name  be  added  ? 
.The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smithy 
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N.-Ilampshire.f  Mr.  Whipple, 
Massa^&tfii-JBai/yMi'.  S.  Adanis, 

Gem', 
LovelL 
Hohen, 

Bhode-Mand^    Mr.  Elleiy, 

Collins, 

Conn£cticut,      Mr.  Spencer,  ^ 

iycw'Yorlc,        Ml'.  Jay, 

Duane,    .  . 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 

Fenmylrania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Sliippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 


Maryland, 


Virgin  ia. 


X.-Carolina, 


S.'Cartlitia, 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Camiichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
. ,  Smith, 
.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn,   ,  , 
.  Hill, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
^Ir.  Laurens, 
.  Drayton, 


'7 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee's  name  be  added  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  I>eing  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


N.'HampshirCf  Mr.  Wliipple, 
Mis*ifstU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
Love  11, 
Holten, 

Bhode-IsUmd,    Mr.  Ellery, 

ColUns, 


Say 


Connecticut^ 
Ntw-Yorkf 


Maryland, 


Virginia^ 


JST.'CaroUna, 


S.- Carolina, 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichliel, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Fatruylvama,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Ralph  Izard's  name  be  added  ? 
^  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

N.-Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple,         ay  >-ay  Maryland, 
Massa'sttS'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams 

Gerr}', 

LovcU, 

Holten, 

Phode-IsUtnd,   Mr.  Ellery, 

ColUns, 
Cnmecticut,     Mi*.  Spencer, 
^Veiff-York,       Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morri.s, 

Floyd, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 

.  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  William  Lee's  name  be  added? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Vol.  in. 


ay  )-ay 

ay] 

ay  1 
ay  1 

^y 

no  j 

div. 

ay< 

ay  ) 

» 

ay  J 

ayf 
ay( 

ay 

ay  J 

ay 

*y'ay 
no  1 

ay  1 

ayj 

K-CaroUna, 


S.-CaroUna, 


ay 

ay>  ay 

ay^ 


ay 


ay^ 
ay 

ay  y 

ay 
ayJ 
ay 

ay  I 
ay  I 

ay 


ay 


>ay 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

ay; 

ay 

.ay 

Carmichael, 

ay  J 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

ayn 

Smith, 

ay  1 

R.  H.  Lee, 

ay 

!^y 

Griffin, 

ay  1 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

ayJ 

ayi 

Hill, 

ayf 

ay 

Burke, 

ay  I 

Sharpe, 

ay  1 

Bfr.  Laurens, 

ay] 

•ay 

Drayton, 

ayj 

JOURNALS  OF  CONCBKBSS,  17t9. 


li'Btmpihire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
ykams^ut&-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 


Lovell, 
Holtcn, 

Jtkotk'Jsiand,   Ur.  EUety, 

(Mini 

Cmneeiicut,  Mr.  Spenee^ 
ikuhYiKFk,      Jif.  Jay, 


Floyd, 

ftmffkamth  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg", 
Wynkoop, 


ay 

ay  I 


Mr.  Fkter, 
Paca, 

Ifr.  T  Adanii, 

Smith, 
K.  H.  I^e, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 


Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Diaytoi^ 


So  it  wag  resolved  in  tkie  affirmativt. 
On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  John  Adams's  name  be  added  ? 
The  jreaa  and  nays  bemg  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


N^Bimpahire^  Mr.  Whipple^ 
JfiMM'iftk^A^Mr.  S.  AdaOHb 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Hoiten, 
Mr.EUery, 

Collin?;, 
Mr  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 


ay  >ay 


Connecticut^ 


»no 


»no 


Marylandj 


N'-Civoiina, 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adam% 
Smith, 
R.  H*  Xi6Cj| 

Griffin,  » 
Nelson, 
Mr.  l^emi, 
Hin, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Lauren^ 


DO 


Morris, 

Floyd, 

Fmmyivama,  Mr.  Armstrong,      ay^  S.-CaroiifUh 

Sliippen,  a) 
Atlee,  nc 
'  Searle,  nc 

Muhlenberg,  m 
^  Wvnkoop,  nc 
So  it  passed  in  uie  negatire. 
The  nrst  clause  being  amended  so  as  id 
That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the  late  and  present 
commissioners,  namely,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee ;  and  the  question  being 
ready  to  be  put,  the  preirious  questioii  was  nMYcd  bj  Mr.     Adams*  and  ae* 
conded  by  Mr.  Love!!, 

Tliai  the  question  be  not  now  put;  on  which  the  jeasand najs  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 


N,'Hamp8kire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
J4Ml«^»^fl^  l(r.  a  Adauns, 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Hoiten, 
Ifr.  Bflery, 

Mr.  Spencer* 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 

Morri^ 

Floyd, 

J^amejfhmith  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atiee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 


ManfUmd,      Mr.  Plater, 


Crmneetieut, 
JSTew-Yorkt 


-ay 


AV  Car  fiiuM^ 


Carmictee^ 
Mr.  T.  AdamiH 

Siaitb, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Ml'.  Penn, 

Burke, 

sharp 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


no 


no 

*•: 

no" 
no 
ay 
no 
no^ 
no- 
no 
no 
no 

»y  ]  dir. 

no) 
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So  it  ptasMl  in  the  neg^tiv*. 

The  qnestiAii  bein^  then  put  to  agree  ti  the  lint  cltme  m  «Mnd«d»  fMl 
Hm  jeit  aad  My»  being  lequwed  by  Mr.  Ihnjten, 


Maryland^ 


ay 


Xi.'CmvUna, 


ay 


iTvAflytMr^  Mr.  Whipple, 
Jbu^aU'JSasf,  llr.  8.Aaiiii% 

Geny, 

Lovell,  ay  f"*^  Vitgim^f 

Hoiten, 

Colthis, 
Connecticut,     Mr.  Spencci;^ 
J^kn-Tork^      Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

PamMifhoniaf  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippei^ 
Atlee, 

Searle,  av 
MuMenberg,  ay 
Wynkoop,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  to  agree  to  the  second  oUioAe,  on  which  the 
JHM  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  l>raytont 


110  ^no 

ayj 

ay 
ay 

»y 

ay 


Mr.Fhter, 
Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adami^ 

R.  H.  Lee^ 

Griftn, 

Kelaon, 
Mr.  Peno, 

Hili, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Sngftooi 


N,.Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
WmHm%  Bajft  Ut,  8.  Adani^ 

Geny, 

Lovell, 
Hoiten, 

iZ^Mmd^  Mr.EDery, 

coUiiiai 

Si»7mit      Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Mocria, 

Ifr.  Armstrong', 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 


no  )4io 


div. 


►ay 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Curmicliadt 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Le^ 

Griffin,. 

Nchon, 
Mr.  Peiin, 

Hill, 

Burte^ 

Sharpe,  ' 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


Muhlenberg', 

Wynkoop, 

Soit  wasi^eso^i^ei,  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the 
late  and  present  commisbioners,  nauiely,  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Oeane^ 
Mr.  Arthur  J^ee,  Mr.  lialph  Izard,  and  Mr.  Williaoi  Lee,  highly  pr^ndicUl 
io  the  honor  and  inteceat  of  these  United  States. 

WEDNESDAY,  JlprU  01,  1779. 

Congreas  proceeded  to  consider  the  5th  article  of  the  report4>f  13,  on  fo- 
reign lU&ira. 

Onmetion  of  Mr.  Eilery,  and  aeeonded  by  Mr.  Henry, 
^aolwA,  That  the  names  of  the  ministers  therein  referred  la  be  ie^tad» 
nidtheqwBsdon  taken  en  each  iadhridnally« 

THURSDAY,  JiprU      1779.  ' 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that,  according  to  the  on^er  of  the 
^ouse,  they  have  had  the  reports  of  the  board  relative  to  finance  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  public  bu* 
tiness  cannot  be  conducted  under  the  present  arrang;ement  of  the  treasury, 
and  that  it  is  necessary  the  reports  now  submitted  be  taken  into  conaidera- 
tion  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  metion  ot  Mr.  Smithy  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
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SiMvedn  That  CongreM  proeeed  in  the  order  of  tke  daj  on  report  4 
fho  committee  of  ditrteen  u  pon  foreign  affittrs* 

Goi^ress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Ml  Of  tkle  in  tfaei  report  of  dilr* 
teen  on  foreign  affairs,  and  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  first  ques- 
tion debated  was,  shalt  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
coiirt  of  France,  be  recalled  ?  When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr*  DraytOD, 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Iiaureu9«' 


no  ^no 


no 


ftIO 


DeltiUHirf, 
Maryland^ 


N*'CaroUna, 


N,-Hampshire,  Mr.  "VVhlpple, 

Gerry, 
Lovellt 

Holtcn, 

Mod^-Mmd,  Ifr.  Eller}^ 
'  CoUins, 
Conmuikuit    Mr.  Spencer,. 

Duane, 
Horns, 
,  Floyd, 
Lewia^ 

J^^eti^-Jersey,      Mr.  Fell, 
JPmiuiflvamap  Mr.  Armstiong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 

.  Sr;irle, 
Muhlenberg^, 
"Wynkoop, 

So  the  previous  question  be  inp;  lost,  the  inaiii  question  was  put;  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith,  » 


Mr.  M'Kcan, 
Mr.  Plater 
Paca, 

Cannicbael 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adami^ 

Smitli, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

GrifBn, 

Nelsoi^ 
Mr.  Feiuiy 

Buike,- 

]fr.  Laurens, 
Utrayton* 


Xf.'Hampskire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MoM^ittt-JBayt  Mr.  S.  Adains, 

•Gerry, 

Holten, 

Jihode^jUand,  Mr.  EUery, 

Collins 

Gmneethutt    Mr.  Spencer, 
Jfem'Ttrkt      Mr.  Jay, 

Buane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Lew  18, 
AVw  Jf^rsry,       Mr.  T'(  11, 
FenM^ihanUh  -  Mr.  Ai-mstrong', 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 


no 


no 


no J 


T)f1  aware f 


Mr.  M'Kcan, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmiduie], 

Henry, 
Ur.T.  Adaini^ 
Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

-Burke^ 

Sliar]>e, 
ib.  Laurens, 

Drajtoo, 


no 


So  it  paaaed  ia  tbe  iieg;ative. 

FRIDAY,  ^prii  23,  1779. 
M (•  Bickimon,  a  delegate  for  Delaware,  attended^  and  took  kis  mt  in 
Coasresa* 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Fell,  nm\  Mr.  Laurens, to 
whom  a  meniofial  of  suadrj  inhabttanta  of  Bemudaa  was  rderred,  report 
as  follows: 

"  That  they  have  examined  the  said  memorial,  and  coaversed  with  captain 
Albouj,  the  bearer  thereof: 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bennudaai*"^ 
deep  distress  for  want  of  provisions :  that  the  Virginia  and  Galatea  ships  oi 
war  are  stationed  at  Bermuda:  that  it  is  garrisoned  bj  British  BtldferSy^i^^ 
that  it  11  not  altogether  certain  that  an  j  provisions  ci4>t.  Albony  maj  be  per*- 
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lutled  t9  eiport  will  go  to  the  relief  of  the  Beruiuduuis ;  tlttrcfofie  the  4:0111- 
nltlte  ane  of  opioion*  ... 

^Tluit  so  lon^  as  Bermuda  shall  contume  to  be  gaaidad  by  Bnti8h.8lii|M  md 
ptrrisoned  by  British  soldiers,  how  powerfallj  soever  humanity  may  plead 
in  their  behalf»  and  the  disposition  of  Congress  incline  them  to  relieve  th« 
distresses  of  Bermuda,  yet  sound  policy  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  con-  * 
stituents,  will  cottttrua  them  to  rafoe  a  oooipliMioa  with  therequMt  of  the 
memorialiHt«^." 

On  the  question  to  affree  to  the  report  of  the  committee«.th.e  yeas  .and  nayp 

being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

'N.'Hcmp^hire^  Mr.  Whipple,         ay  ^ay  Delaware^ 
Mani'MlM-Jiaif,  Mr.  S.  Adams,       ay^  "  Marylattd, 

Gerry, 


Mr.  Dlckms<Miy 
Mr.  Plater, 


Virginia 


Henry, 
Mr.  T.Adams, 
Mi  8mi^iy° 

Mr.  Penn, 
Shfirpe, 

Mr.  Laiu  ens, 
Dn^ton, 


Lovel^ 

Bkadt-ItlanA,   Me.  Ellerv, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duanc, 
G.  Morris^ 
l.ewi8^ 

Mr.FelU 
Mr»  Ai'uurtKimg'y 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg', 
Wyakoopk 

So  flie  states  were  equally  divided. 

Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  memerlaly  be  re-committed. 

The  committee^  conaistiDg  of  Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Arm* 
stroDg,  appointed  to  superintend  the  commissary's  and  qaarter-raaster's  de- 
partments, to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  from  general  Greene» 
qaarter-master  general,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Rpsolvi'd,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
employ  so  many  wagoners  as  shall  be  necessary  fur  the  use  of  the  army, 
upon  the  best  terms  on  which  they  can  be  obtained,  provided  such  terms  are 
approved  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Con2:res8  resumed  the  c(  nsidoratlon  of  the  resolution  moved  by  the  dele- 
gates ot  Rhode-Island,  and  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Morris 
and  Mr.  Duune,  viz.  ''upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  wages  be  al- 
lowed to  the  said  men  by  tlie  bald  state,  than  what  is  paid  to  other  the  con- 
tiaental  troops ' 

A  siibstitate  was  moved  bj  Mr.  Burke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Whipple,  ia 
the  following  words : 

'*  Provided,  that  the  said  state  shall  not  augment  the  pay  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  said  brigade,  beyond  the  pay  allowed  to  officers  and  sol* 
dierg  in  the  continental  army." 

On  the  que^on  to  adopt  the  substitute  in  lieu  of  the  amendment*  theyesa 
and  nays  being  required  liy  Mr.  Morris» 

y.'Hampsfnre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MoMia'stts-Bay^Mv.  S.  Adams, 

JLovell, 

Holten, 

Bktde-hland,  Mr.  Ellciy, 

Collins 
C^ucUcut,     Mr.  Spencer, 
NathYork^       Mr.  Jay, 

PenmuivesttUh  Mr.  Arntstrong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenbei|p» 

Wyiikoop, 


no 


Delaware^ 
Manfland, 


Mr.  niclcinsoei, 

no 

^no 

Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

no' 

av 

^110 

Henry, 
Mft  T.  Adams, ' 

1U> 

no' 

Smith, 

no 

I' 

ay 
a>" 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

no 

Mr.  Laui'ehs, 

ay 

Ihray ton. 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  "state,"  these  wonts,  "  wbetlltr  bj  4kA  WU&e 

of  pay,  wages  or  sub^iste)lce,  or  in  any  other  manner.^ 
On  which  the'jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 


ir,-amp9kire,  Mr.  Whipple^ 

LoveU, 

Iloltcn, 

Mhmk-hlondf  Mr.  Eilery, 

Collina, 
Cimin  tfi/,  Xr.flpeacer, 

Jifkm^TaHh      Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 

Pcnniylvaiua^  Mr.  AniisUong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oil  the  question  to  agree  to  the  ameDdment»  the  jeas  and  najs  being  re- 

quired  by  Mr.  Morris, 


S.'Caroiitui^ 


Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  T^fff 
l|r.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
•  DraytoiV' 


Mr.  DickinsoDt 
Mr.  i^iater. 


Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adaxn% 
Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 

^  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


ay  \ay 

ay  Say 
ayi 

av"> 
uyCay 
III13 


no 

no  ^ 


S'.-Tfnrrtps  tr* ,  Mr.  "^^liipple, 
J^Luas'idU'Jsuy,  &ir-  S.  Adams, 

Lord], 
llolten, 

MMh-Iitand,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
CtmeeHaa,    Mr.  Spencer, 
MuhTtfk,      Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 

Pamsylvamo,  Mr.  Annstrong, 
'  Atlee, 

Muhlenbeig', 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  retoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  add 
a!)d  provided  that  the  continental  battaUona  of  the  said  atate  be  iirat  com- 
pleted." 

On  whicli  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Morris, 


Mart^land^ 
S.-Carolirui, 


no  3 

III'' 


New-fffmps/nre^  Mr.  Whi])ple, 
MamiUtS'Mui^t  Mr.  S.  Adamit, 

LoveU, 


llolten, 
Mr.  Kllery, 
(Joiiins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Moi-ris, 
Mr.  Armbtrong', 

Shippen, 
•     Munienbeig,  no( 
Wynkoop,  im>. 

8»ii  ptised  m  the  nnptive. 


no 


Dekavaret 
Maryland^ 

Vtrgjma, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Pae^ 

Heniy, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

E.H.Lee, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Hui'ke, 
Sharpe, 

Dnyloil, 


no  ^no 

ayi 

no  J 
ayV 


ay  1 
no  Soo 
noj 


MONDAY,  ^pril  2G,  1779. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New -Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seat. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Searle, 
Mesolvedt  Tiiat  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  purchase  the  vessel 
called  the  Jason^ lately  captmd  aad  carried  into  Boston. 

TUBSDAY,  JlprU  fff»  1779. 
Mr*  Sh«nuii»  a  dd^gwle  Ixmn  GoiiDeetle«^«tttiiAeil»  wd  ddmred  Are- 


y  Googl 


iiktiob  of  tl»|Mienil»8emblv  of  that  aCate,  napoeting  the  powoiB  of  Mr 
dakgataat  whidi  was  md  as  loUowa : 

,  *'  At  a  ffeoeral  assembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  state  of  Con* 
necticut,  holden  at  Harttord,  bjr  special  order  of  his  excellency  the  goreraot^ 

on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1779  :  KesoWed  by  this  assembly,  that  any  one  of 
the  delegates  of  this  state  in  Congress  be,  and  is  hereby  fuliy  authorized,  in 
the  absence  of  the  others,  to  represent  this  state,  until  the  articles  of  con- 
federation  are  fully  ratified,  so  as  to  be  made  the  rule  of  proceeding  in  Con- 
gress. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

GEORGB  WYLLYS, /Secretary." 
Mr*  Jenifer,  a  dd^ate  of  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
CongfeH» 

The  hoard  of  treafory  hating  reported,  that  an  additional  asditor  should 
be  appointed  for  the  army,  and  recommended  capt.  Joseph  Howell  te  that 
<iffice ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  several  andttocs  ottfae  army  bo  increased  to 
oght  doUara  a  day : 

On  the  qnnatiMif  Aflfolosd^  That  an  additional  auditor  bo  appointed  ior 
the  army  \ 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  electij^n:  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  captain 
Joseph  Howell  was  elected. 

On  the  question  to  aa;ree,  that  tlie  pay  of  the  several  auditors  of  the  Jirmy 
be  increased  to  eight  dollars  a  day,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Smith, 


UkuhHampshire,  Mr.  Wliipple, 
Mma^ttU'Baf,  Mr.  Ceny^ 

LoveU, 


Hhode-hlaml, 
"MiSf-JWI^ 


Molten, 
J^.  Ellery, 
Mr.  8henna%  - 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Lewi% 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrongs 

Ailee, 

Scarle, 

Muhlenberg', 

Wynkoop, 


ay  >ay 

ayUy 
no  3 
no  yno 

.*^ldiv, 
no) 


Fargimay 


N.- Carolina,, 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Carinlchael, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  T.  Adain^ 
Smitli,  ' 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Ifir.  Peno, 
Bnrke^ 
S»hafpe^ 
Ifr.  I>atirens, 
Drayton^ 


ay 

ayJ  • 

ay  J 
ayUy 
no  >  « 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereas  many  accounts  of  expenditures  for  the  public  ^rvice  in  the  state 
of  New-York  remain  unsettled  : 

Be&fdved,  That  John  Welles,  Edward  Chinn,  and  Eleazer  Wales,  esqrs. 
the  commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  northern  department,  be  continued  in 
their  present  office  so  long  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall  think  it  exp^ient, 
notwnhstending  the  appointment  of  Mr*  Welles  as  a  oommissioner  of  the 
chaa^r  of  aeoonnto  s  and  that  all  such  accounte  as  have  arisen  or  shall  arise 
widdn  tiiesaid  department,  be  adjusted  by  tliesaid  coounsikmers  of  accounte* 

On  Bsotion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke« 

Re$oM^9  That  when  a  motion  is  made  te  bring  on  or  postpone  any  parti* 
cnlar  business,  no  member  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  once. 

Resolved,  That  4000  loan-office  certificates  of  1000  dollars  each,  of  the 
same  tenor  and  date  as  the  last  emission  of  such  certificates,  be  struck  and 
sent  to  the  several  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-office,  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  treasury  ;  and  that  as  many  certificates  of  the  lower 
denominations  already  struck,  as  amount  to  4,000,000  of  dollars,  be  retained 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  loans  until  the  further  orders  of  CongressL*  ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  F.  Lewis  have  leave  of  absence* 


Digitized  by  Google 


'  ^Jlesolved,  That  capt«  John  Helm  be  appoiatedl  one  of  the  signers  of  tfke  ■ 
tinenUl  bills  of  eredit. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  report,  *^  that  information  has  beengiTesi] 
the  board  of  treasury,  that  Alexander  M'Kallister,  the  deputy-commisBnrj 
the  hospital  at  the  Yellow-Springs,  has  made  a  practice  of  exchanging  ' 
hospital  stores,  such  as  sus^ar,  molasses,  &r.  for  butter,  poiiUrv,  and  e| 
&c.  for  his  owu  and  the  doctor's  table  ;  that  he  keeps  a  blooded  horse  in 
guard  house,  and  a  mare  and  colt ;  and  a  hostier  at  his  quarters  and  anol 
at  the  hospital;  that  he  entertains  all  people  who  conie  to  the  liospital  wil 
wine  and  toddy,  alleging  that  he  is  allowed  to  do  so  by  Congress  or  DrJ 
bhippen,  the  infonnant  is  not  certain  which;  that  those  circumstances  hai 
given  occasion  to  great  clamors  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighborhood  , 
that  it  is  a  convalescent  hospital ;  that  they  have  repaired  the  farmers'  houses 
In  ^e  neighborhood  for  their  own  conTenionce  at  the  public  expense 
Whereupon,  s  .i] 

f  (hdmd.  That  tiio  information  from  the  committee  on  the  treas*i3rrela<^l 
tiveto  Alexander  M^Kallister,  be  referred  to  the  medical  committat^  and 
that  they  take  such  measures  for  ascertaining  the  factSy  and  if  properlj  sup- 
portedy  for  bringing  him  to  a  trial,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. 

WEDNESDAY.  JtpHl  28,  1779.  ' 

Mr.  William  Fleming,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  predncodi 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  J.  Reed,  president  of  the  state  of  PennsjlTania*^ 
was  read ;  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

That  the  president  make  application  to  tlie  president  of  tlie  state  of  Penn-j 
sylvania,  to  desire  that  he  w  ill  specity  those  "  transactions  respecting'  gen. 
Arnold,  which  are  likely  again  to  become  the  subject  of  discussions  between 
Congress  and  the  authority  of  the  state,'*  alluded  to  in  his  letter  of  the  27th, 
as  information  received  through  the  delegates  of  that  state ;  Congress  not 
bein^  acquainted  with  anr  such  transaetiotts  on  their  part,  and  to  assure  thc( 
president  that  Congress,  being  disposed  to  preserve  tne  most  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  wish  to  avoid  *eVerj  transactioQ  likely 
to  become  the  subject  of  discussion  with  the  state. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  that  the^ 
letter  from  Mr.  President  Reed  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  I 
referred  the  letter  from  major-general  Arnold.  1 

On  the  motion  for  commiUnent,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Drayton, 

PenmyhamOf    Mir.  Armstroqg^  a 


Xfeuo-Hampfihire,  Mr.  Wliipple, 
Mma*stts-JBa7ff  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Gcny, 


ay  >ay 


CoHHtCtUHttf 


Ixwell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
Ifr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
Ifr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Monis, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay^ 

Scudder,  ay>ay 

FeU,  ay5 


Atlee, 


Marjfland, 


Miiideiibeq^ 

WvTtkoop^ 
BIr.  Plater, 
Paca, 


N.'CkiroUm, 


Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  T.Adams, 
Smith, 

R.  H.  Uet 

•  Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke; 

Sharpc, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Praytoi^ 


.ay 


no 
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it  was  resolTcd  in  the  aSmiative. 
A  motion  was  then  made  bj  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffin, 
TXhat  the  Gommittee  be  instructed  to  make  application  to  the  president  of 
Imaslate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  desire  that  he  will  specify  those  **  transactions 
n[|Sctipg  gen.  Arnold,"  which  '*are  likely  a|»ain  to  become  the  subject  of 
iT^issions  between  Congress  and  the  authority  of  the  state,"  alluded  to  in 
he  president's  letter  of  the  27th,  as  information  received  through  the  dele- 
^tes  of  this  state.  Confess  not  being  acquainted  with  any  such  transactions 
n  their  part,  and  to  assure  the  president  that  Congress,  being  disposed  to 
reserve  the  most  perfect  harmony  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  wish  to 
vDid  every  transaction  iikely^  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion  with  the 
tate. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  pot,  the  previous  question  was  moved 
T  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  b^  Mr.  Sherman  ;  and  on  the  previous  question, 
he  jeaa  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Drayton, 

Pemujfhfoma,  .Mr.  Armstrong,  c 

Atlee,  i 

Searle,  a 

Muhlenberg,  a 

Wynkoop,  a 

Mr.  Ptstcfy  I 


r,-Bn^Mre,  Ifr.  Whipple, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 

^M^Itkmd,  Ifr.EUery, 

Cdliiii^ 
Mr.  SheniiM^ 
Spencei^ 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duan^ 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay*^ 
8eiidder»       sly  >  ay 


Maryland, 


S.-Caro&nop 


CaimichM^ 
Henry, 
Jeniwr, 
Mr.  T.  AduMk 

Smith, 
R.  H.  Leeb 
Griffin, 

Mh  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 


>ua 


no 


l>raytony 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  set  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Besolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  instruct  the 
mtinental  agent  at  Boston  to  obtain  a  division  of  the  prize  ^oods  lately  ta- 
ea  bv  the  ships  Warron,  Queen  of  France  and  Ranger,  and  to  retain  such 
urt  as  belongs  to  the  United  States  for  the  di^iposition  of  the  said  committee. 

ntlDAT.  Jlpra  so,  1779. 

ITie  order  ^  6ie  da^  being  read  for  proceeding  to  Hie  eonnderatioii  'of 
^  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affiiirs ;  and  the  question  nndeir  de- 
ate  being  ataCedt  shall  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  United  States 
t  the  Goart  of  Madrid,  be  recalled  ? 

Mr*  Paca  arose,  and  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  important  information 
h  the  subject  of  the  said  report*  which  he  wonld  communicate  agreeable 
te  order  of  the  house :  he  then  proceeded  to  lay-on  the  table  a  paper  sigilf*  - 
d  by  himself  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Drajton*  containing  intelligence  respeotinf 
Jthur  Lieei  esq.  which  wai|  read. 

SATURDAY,  May  1,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Witherspoon, 

"Resolved^  That  the  reasonable  expenses  of  major-general  Heath's  table, 

iring  his  separate  command  at  Boston,  be  discharged  by  the  public  ;  and 

at  the  board  of  treasurj^  take  measures  for  liquidating  and  setUing  those 

^counts. 

Yoi..m.  ,S4 
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States,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  to  be  entitled  to  coutiueatal  paj,  clothing 
and  subsistence,  and  a  bounty  not  exceeding  150  dollars  for  every  non-com- 
miMtoned  officertnd  soldier;  upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  wages 
be  allowed  to  the  said  men  bj  the  said  state  than  what  is  paid  to  other  con- 
tinental troops." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr«  EUlery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Collins,  to  re-consi- 
der the  latter  part  of  the  amendment*  viz*   upon  conditionp^  &c* 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


y.'Hampakire^  "Mr.  Wliipple, 
Maf*tU9*Ma^  Mr.  S.  A(kin% 

Lovell, 

Bkt^lOmi,   Ifr.  Ellery, 

Collins 


ay  y^y 
no  ^  ay 


\Delaiuaar9p 

Maryland, 


Mr. 


no 
no 
no 
no 


Dickinson, 
Vandyke,  . 
Mr.  Plater, 
Cam^chael, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Flemings 
Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

S,-C0nSmf    Mir.  LMimi% 

IlntytiO% 


Virginia^ 


J\/',' Carolina, 


no 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Sp«ncer, 

Mr.  Jfty» 

Duane, 
Moms, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  Witberspooo,  *  no  } 
Snidder,  noj 
femujfhania,  Mr.  Armstrong,  no" 

Atlee,  no 
Searle,  no  >no 

•    Muhlenberg,  no 
Wyiikoop,  no_ 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  the  question  to  agi  ee  to  the  amendment,  so  as  that  it  pass  into  a  reso- 
lotion ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


ili-Mamp»fur€f  Mr.  \V  iupple, 

I.ovell, 


ay  >.ay 


llhode-Islandp 
Camudieiti, 

yew-Jersey, 


noi 

Uiv. 


Delmvare, 
Maryktm^ 


FirgMa, 


jY.'Car^kmp 


Mr.  Dickinson^ 
Vandyke^ 
Ifr.  Plater, 

f'armichael, 
Ueury, 

Mr.  Smith, 
GrifRn, 
Fleming, 
Mr.  Peniv 
Burke, 
Sharpen 
Mr.  Laur«n% 
DraytOQi 


>-no 


.no 


Ilolten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
CoUin% 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Shennaq, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Dnui^ 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  \N'itlicrspooD, 
Scudder, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop^ 

So  it  was  resol?ed  in  the  affirmative. 

WEDNESDAY  May  5,  1779. 
Mr.  Dickinson  nnd  Mr.  Vandyke,  two  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of 
Maware,  pursuant  to  the  powers  and  instructions  to  themgiven*  signed  the 
Nicies  of  confederation  in  behalf  of  the  said  state. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States, 
Remitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of 
^  United  States :  that  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the 
same  tenor  and  date  as  the  emission  directed  on  th^  first  of  April  last^ 
^nd  be  numbered  from  the  last  nnmber  in  each  denomination  progreS8i?e)y^ 
ana  consist  of  the  following  denominations*  m» 
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45^5  bills  oi  60  dollars  eftch,  U,727;iOO 

45^55  do,     50          .  2^2,750 

45»455  4o.     40          -  1,818,200 

45,455  do.      30           •  1,363,650 

45,455  do.     ^           -  909,100 


45,455  bills  of  8  dollars  each, 
45,455  do.  7 
45/lldf  da.  .  5 


363,640 


glO.OoOJ-J 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  froin 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  admiiustrator  of  the  iate  cummissary -general  Joseph 
TrumbuUy  respecting  the  manner  of  settling  the  said  accounts,  report, 

^  Thftt  daring  the  life  time  of  the  said  commissary-general  Tnunball,  the 
commissioners .  of  accounts  for  the  middle  department  of  accouiits  hid  or- 
ders from  the  board  of  treasury  to  settle  all  the  accounts  of  the  said  late 
eommissarj : 

That  it  was  represented  by  the  commissioners  that  thf  said  accoants  were 
not  collected  and  ready  for  settlement : 

Tliat  the  commissary -general's  death  pat  an  end  to  the  prospect  of  such  set* 
ilement,  and  the  said  commissioners  of  accounts  have  U^en  directed  to  re- 
pair to  the  board  of  treasury  : 

That  there  has  been  no  want  of  care  or  attention  in  the  board  of  treasmy 
to  get  the  said  accounts  settled,  as  appears  by  an  official  report  of  the  cou\- 
missioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle  department  of  accounts,  a  copy  of, 
which  is  annexed : 

That  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  under  the  present  circumstances 
it  will  be  advisable  to  grant  full  power  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  to  seUlc 
and  adjust,  at  the  public  expense,  all  the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  com- 
nissaneil  and  purchasers  employed  by  or  under  the  late  commissary  Tnua- 
bull     Wfiereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  accounts  of  the  deputy  purchasing  and  issuing  commissaries, 
under  the  late  commissary -general  Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  were  unset* 
tied  at  the  time  of  hisideatb,  and  still  remain  to  be  adjusted,  and  it  is  need* 
sal*?  that  those  accounts  should  be  closed  without  delay  : 

Jkesolved,  That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  be»  and  he  is  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  settle  and  adjust  the  said  accounts,  under  tte 
direction  of  the  bfjard  of  treasury. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj 
Mr.  Jay, 

N.' Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mas8(^ttt9'BaiftMT.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 

Bhoth-Mdndy    Mr.  Collins, 


CotiJiecUcut, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Spencer, 
Ur,  Jay, 
Duane, 
Flovd, 


[oyc 
itht 


Delaware, 

'  Mr.  DieldnMn, 

ay] 

■  Vandyke, 

ay! 

Mr.  Plater, 

nol 

Carmichad^ 

ay 

Henry, 

*y| 

Jenifer, 

Vtrginki, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

zy) 

Mr.  liuike, 
8barpe, 

no] 

no 

}ir.  Laurens^ 

Drayton, 

ayj 

^tbu^-Jersey,  Mr.Wimer^oon, 

Scudder, 
Fenntifkama,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Muhlenberg", 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

Xeaohedf  That  the  said  Jonathan  TmmbuU  be  allowed  a  clerk  to  mst 
him,  and  be  paid  his  expenses  and  a  reasonable  compensation  for  hti  hme 
and.  trouble,  to  be  adjusted  when  the  nature  and  extent  of  tibe  serviceio'i 
be  ascertained. 


On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  beine  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


N.-Harnpfihirey  Mr.  Whipple, 


ay  >^ay 


famps, 

Masi^attt-Bay,  Bfr.  S.  Adams,  ay") 


LoreD, 
Holten, 

JSMto'htattd^  Mr.Colfins, 


ay  >ay 
&o>no 


Cmmomattf     Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
Neuo-Ywrk,       Mr.  Jay, 

Dttine, 
Floyd, 


ayW 
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ikw-Jenetff     Mr.  Withenpoon; 

Sen  drier, 
^etmiybtamOf  Hr.  Armstrong, 

Muhlenberg, . 

Mnomt,       Mf.  Dickinson, 
'  Vandyke, 
^kryiatui,       Mr.  Plater, 

Caimiclutel^ 

Henry, 
Jenifer, 


no  J 
ay^ay 

ayl^y 
ay-J 


ay 

av 


ay 


y.-CarvlinOf 


Mr.  M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Shaxpe, 

Mr.  Lamina, 
Drayton^ 


no*! 
ay  {.ay 

^no 


no 
no 

av 
no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolvfd,  Tliat  the  said  Jonathan  Trumbull  shall  take  an  oath  for  the  faith- 
fcl  execution  of  this  duty,  to  be  administerLti  tw  the  board of  treasury  : 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  whom  it 
may  concern,  to  enact  proper  laws  for  facilitating  the  settlement  of  the  said 
accounts,  and  compelling  accountants  and  defaulters  within  theu*  respective 
jurisdiction  to  settle  their  accounts  and  do  justice  to  the  public. 

FRIDAY,  J>fay  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  April*  from  W.  Green,  governor  of  Rhode-Island, 

was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

'  Resolvedy  Tliat  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted  to  the  commander 
in  chief,and  that  he  take  such  order  thereon  as  the  necessities  of  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island  may  reauire  and  the  good  of  the  service  admit. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  furnish 
and  keep  up  constantlj  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta* 
^ons,  their  several  quotas  of  troops  as  adjusted  by  the  resolution  of  a  com* 
mittee  from  the  said  states  and  the  state  of  New-York»  which  met  at  Spring- 
field, in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Baj,  the  30th  day  of  Julj,  1777. 

A  letter  from  William  Adams,  surgeon  of  the  Pennsylvania  artillery,  was 
read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of 
health: 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Laurens,  to  wliuiii  the  memorial  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  the  islands  of  Bermudas,  dated  the  28th  of  March,  1779,  was 
le-committed ;  wherdn  they  represent,  '*  that  from  a  re-consideraiion  of  the 
deplgrabie  circumstances  of  those  unhappy  persons,  who  are  deprived,  as  it 
hath  been  represented  to  your  committee,  of  the  ineans  of  supplying  them- 
selves  with  bread,  which  are  allowed  to  other  inhabitants  who  openly  profess  ' 
^eir  attachment  to  the  enemies  of  these  states,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  executive  powsrs  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  respectively  to  permit 
1000  busliels  of  Indian  corn  to  be  exported  from  each  of  the  said  states  for 
the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  those  islands:" 

To  which  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Monis, 
in  the  following  words : 

That  the  memorialists  be  informed,  that  Congress  deem  it  highly  inexpe* 
dbmt  to  grant  the  prayer  of  their  memorial. 

Oo  the  question  for  adopting  the  substitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Jay, 


MBmifmt-Bayt  Hr-  S .  Adam%  ay 


N^jHampth^  Ifr.  Whipplo,       ay  ^y 


Loan 
Lovell, 
Hulten, 


no 

ay 


CotmuSiaUt    Mr.  Shevroan, 

Spencer, 

NewYork^       Mr.  T  »y,  ^ 

Uuane, 
G.  Motris,' 
Floyd, 


n 


no 
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Maryland, 


Hr.  Witherspoon, 

Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong*, 

Stiippen, 

Seane, " 

Muhlenbefg, 

'\'\'ynkoop, 
Mr.  \  andyke^ 
Mr.  Plater 

Caniiichael 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 


no  S 

no"" 

no 

no  >iio 
no 

ay. 

ay  )«^y 
no"> 

ayj 


Ftrginim, 

N.-Cajrokna, 


R.  H.  Lee, 
Fleming-, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  La)iifen% 


ay/ ay 

.  ay) 


So  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

On  the  Question  to  at^^t  ee  to  the  subatitate  SO  as  that  it  pass  into  a  reaala* 

iion  ;  resolved  in  the  alUrinative. 
Thf»  conimitteeon  tiie  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
ResoLvedy  i  hat  the  claims  of  col.  Johnson,  for  purchasing  arms  and  cfofh- 
ing,  ought  to  he  settled  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of 
September  last,  and  if  no  allowance  has  been  made  in  the  adjustment  of  his 
account  with  the  auditors  of  the  main  army  for  expenses  on  business  not  in- 
cidental to  his  office,  that  they  be  directed  to  ascertain  the  time  in  which  he 
was  so  employed,  and  make  hini  an  allowance  accordinglj :  that  no  charges 
for  expenses  and'senrices  in  recruiting  his  regiment  other  than  what  are  an* 
tliorized  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  nor  the  difference  In  Talue  between  gold 
advanced  m  tiie  year  1776  and  bills  of  credit  received  for  the  same  in  the 
jear  177%,  as  set  forth  in  his  petition  to  the  honorable  the  council  of  Penn- 
syivania,  can  be  admitted  or  allowed. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  «5peedy  supply  of  the  money  for  exchanging  the 
emissions  of  May  20,  1777,  ancf  April  11,  1778,  bills  of  70  and  80  dollars , 
be  struck  in  lieu  of  the  denominations  of  7  and  8  dollars,  ordered  by  a  reso- 
lution of  Con  irress  of  the  14th  of  January  1779:  that  for  this  purpose,  instead 
of  116,280  bills  of  the  denominations  of  20,  8,7,5,4,3,2,  1,  respectively, 
there  shall  be  emitted,  3 1 ,427  bills,  each  of  the  denoiuiriations  of  80,  70,90, 
5,  4,  S,  2,  U  which  will  reduce  the  sum  ordered  to  be  struck  b/  the  resolu- 
tion aforesiiid  five  dollars: 

On  the  quesiiuii  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Jay, 


Mw-Hamps/ti're,  Mr.  \\  hippie, 
^Ia8s<^9tt9-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holt^ 


Hhode-hlaml, 
CmmecUcutf 


Mr.  CoUins, 
Mr.  Shennan, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Diiane, 
Floyd, 

Mr,  Withcrspoon,  av 
FeB,  ay 

Mr.  Annstrong,  ay'^ 
Sliippen,  ay  I 
Muhlenberg,  ay  j 
Wynkoop,      ay  J 


ay  y&y 

ay5 
ay  >ay 

"^|no 
no  \ 

no") 

ay  Cay 

ay 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Ifr.  Plater,  , 

Carmichael, 

Henr\', 

Jenifer^ 
Mr.  Smitii, 

Griffin, 

Fit  ining, 
Mr.  l^urke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Dniytoiv 


ay. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  af&rmative. 
The  commissioners  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  account  of  major-general  Howe,  for  his  tn* 
vellinjK  expenses,  with  that  of  his  suite,  from  CharlestoUj  South^arolias* 
to  Phuadelphia,  and  find  it  amounts  to  6063  60-90  dollars*  and  that  he  his 
received  of  Benjamiu  Harrison,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Yiiginia,  1000 
dollars,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  5063  60-90  dollars,  due  to  the  said  nuyor* 
general  Howe.  , 
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\  '  Ordered,  Thatt  the  aame  be  pvd. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mrs  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  T.aurens,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  lieatenant-goverDor  of 

South-Carolina :  * 

Resolved^  That  the  recruits  lately  raised  and  ralsintr  in  Virginia,  to  com- 
plete the  said  state's  cjuota  of  troops  for  the  continental  armj,  be  ordered  . 
with  all  possible  expedition  to  join  the  southern  army  in  South-Cauiliiia : 

That  colonel  Bland's  regiment  of  light  dragoons  be  ordered  to  join  the 
Urathem  army  as  ezpeditioual  j  as  potBibTa :  ' 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  coK  Bajlor?8  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
be  directed  to  order  aa  many  of  the  dismounted  men  of  the  said  regiment  as 
col.  Bland  has  spare  horses  fcjt ,  to  join  col.  Bland  without  delay : 

That  t^e  said  commanding  officer  be  directed  to  detach  all  the  mounted 
and  equipped  men  of  the  said  regiment,  under  officers  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  men,  to  join  cot.  Bland's  regiment,  and  proceed  therewith  to  re- 
inforce the  southern  army : 

Tliat  the  president  write  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  requesting, 
in  the  name  of  Congress,  that  the  new  levies  in  Virginia  may  be  furnished 
with  the  clothes  promised  them  by  law,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  if  this 
cannot  be  immediately  dou«,  that  the  state  use  its  influence  to  induce  the  , 
men  to  proceed,  with  satisfactory  assurances  that  the  clothing  shall  follow 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolveat  That  the  state  of  North-Carolina  be  earnestly  requested  to 
complete  its  quota  of  troops  in  the  most  expeditious  mode ;  and  that  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  continental  regiments  raised  in  that  state,  be  em- 
ployed in  the  southern  army** 

MONDAY,  Jtfay  10,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  cen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  ^en.  Scnuyler,  with  an  account  of  col.  Van  Schaick's 
expedition  against  Onondaga;  also  a  report  by  colonels  Davies  and  Harrison 
of  their  conferences  with  the  i^i  itish  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  a  car-' 
tel  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  Diisoners: 

Retolvedt  That  the  thanks  oi  Con|;ress  be  presented  to  ctA*  Van  Schaick*  ■ 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  activity  and  good 
conduct  in  tbe  late  expedition  against  the  Onondagas. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  approve  of  the  conduct  of  colonels  Davies  and 
Harrison,  in  the  course  of  their  conferences  with  the  British  commissioners- 
on  the  subject  of  a  cartel  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  colonels  Davies  and  Harrison  tO  the  COm- 
mander  in  chief,  of  their  conferences  aforesaid,  be  published. 

llesrAvedt  That  copies  of  the  said  report  be  transmitted  to  the  American 
prisoners  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended  to  them  to  persevere  in  enduring  their  captivity  with  the  magnani- 
mity and  patience  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  distinguished,  and  tliat 
tliey  be  assured  of  the  constant  endeavors  of  Congress  to  render  their  situa- 
tion as  conyenient  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit* 

A  letter,  of  the  Sth,  from  W.  Livingston,  governor  of  New-Jersey*  was-  ' 
read,  enclosing  a  representation  of  the  legislative  council  and  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  New- Jersey : 

Resolvedt  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  of  New-Jersey,  that  as 
soon  as  Consreas  shall  have  concluded  their  deliberations  on  certain  affairs 
of  great  moment  now  before  them,  the  circumstances  of  the  nt  my  shall  be 
duly  considered,  and  due  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  subject  matter  of 
l"^  letter  and  1lie  paper  therein  enclused. 

Oideredy  That  the  representation  of  the  legislative  council  and  general 
assembly  of  tlie  state  of  New-Jersey  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  Lr aiismitted  to  the  commander 
•  in  chief,  and  that  he  consuier  himself  at  liberty  so  to  direct  the  militarjr  ope- 
rations of  these  states  as  shall  appear  to  him  most  expedient* 

TUESDAT.  JIfiiy  n«  1779. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  du  PortaiU  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
Congress  taking  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war»  relib- 

tive  to  the  corps  of  sappers  and  miner8» 
Rmlved,  That  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  engineers  and  of  the  olE* 

cers  and  m^n  of  the  companies  of  sappers  aud  miners,  shall  be  the  same 
'  with  those  of  officers  of  the  like  ranks  and  of  the.men  in  the  artillery  of  these 

states  : 

That  brigadier-general  du  Portail  be  appointed  commandant  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  and  companies  of  sappers  and  miners. 

Congress  takiiif^  iiitu  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  rielative  to 
the  deputy  coniuHstsarien  of  iabues,  and  a  report  relative  to  the  officers  in  the 
department  of  the  quarter-master  general : 

JReioleed,  That  the  pay  of  200  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to  the  deput/ 
commissary-general  of  issues,  to  commence  from  Ihe  1st  day  of  January  last  x 

That  the  assistant  commissaries  of  issues  at  every  mazazine,  post,  or  bri- 
gade of  the  army,  be  allowed  90  doilari  per  month,  and  the  clerks  of  the 
commissary-generaU  and  deputy  commi8|!ary-general  of  issuesi  the  sum  of 
80  dollars  per  month  : 

That  the  clerks  of  the  brigade  commiss;iries,  and  those  at  pogts  and  ma-, 
gazines,  be  allowed  50  dollars  per  month  ;  but  no  such  clerk  to  be  employ* 
ed  where  the  daily  issues  do  not  equal  400  rations: 

That  a  clerk  ot  t!ie  scales  be  allowed  35  dollars  per  month  : 

That  every  deputy  commissary -general  ul  i)»sues>  be  entitled  to  forage  for 
two  horses : 

That  every  brigade  commissaty  be  entitled  to  forage  for  one  horse;  and 
whensoever  tpe  doty  of  the  department  requires  the  commissaries  fit  poets, 
and  magazines  to  travel,  the  quarter*master  at  the  post  shall  furnish  a  borso 

for  the  occasion : 

When  the  deputy  of  an  assistant  commissary  absolutely  requires  that  he 
<  should  travel,  he  shall  be  allowed  three  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  so  ne- 
cessarily travel,  for  and  toward*  his  expenses  on  the  journey  : 
"  "  That  the  deputy  commissaries  geneiul  of  issues  shall  once  in  six  months 
visit  all  the  magazines,  posts  and  issuing  stores  in  their  respective  districts^ 
to  examine  the  state  of  the  provisions  and  stores,  and  see  that  their  assist- 
ants are  punctual  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  ;  and  they  shall  be  al- 
lowed three  dollars  per  day  for  meir  travelling  expenses  in  making  such, 
circuits :  ^ 

That  an  accurate  list  of  all  the  commissaries  of  issues  be  made  out  once  in 
every  three  months  and  lodged  with  the  board  of  war ;  and  every  such  com-  • 
missary  who  shall  have  been  in  the  department  for  one  year,  previous  to 
this  date,  and  now  continues  therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  out  of  the  clo- 
thier-general's store  one  suit  of  clothes  for  himself  and  one  suit  for  his 
clerk,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  that  officers  in  the  line  are  charged  for 
the  same  :  and  that  they  couUuue  annually  to  do  the  same  until  Congress 
shall  order  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  all  deputy  quarter-masters  general  who  transact  business 
upon  commissions,  shall  not  be  entitled  either  to  pay  or  rations  ;  but  where 
they  act  without  receiving  such  commissionb,  whether  stationed  at  a  post, 
or  with  the  army,  they  shaU  be  allowed  SOO  dollars  per  month,  two  rations 
per  day,  and  40  dollars  per  month  subsistence : 

That  the  pay  of  an  assistant  quarter-master  be  140  dollars  per  month,  and 
the  usual  rations  and  subsistence ; 
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That  the  pay  of  a  deputy  wagon  master  geoeral  be  100  doHan  per  month, 
and  one  ration  per  day,  and  20  doUara  per  month  anhsiatence ;  and  that  a 
wafon-maater  be  allowed  80  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  per  day,  and  10 

dollars  per  month  subsistence : 

That  a  deputy  commissary-general  of  forage  attending  the  main  army,  or 
attached  to  an  army  in  a  separate  department,  be  allowtil  tiie  same  pay  aiui 
rations  as  a  deputy  (juarter-master  ojeneral  acting  without  commissions: 

That  the  assistant  commissat  ico  of  forage  either  attending  the  army  (o 
•  collect  forage  on  a  inarch,  or  those  employed  in  purchasing  under  the  prin- 
cipal purchasers  in  districts,  shall  have  the  same  allowance  as  the  aswstant 
deputy  quarter-maaters-general :  and  the  forage-masters  who  attend  the 
receipt  and  issues  of  forage  at  posts  or  magazines,  and  one  with  each  brigade 
of  the  army,  be  allowed.the  Same  pay  and  rations  as  wagon- masters: 

That  alt  staff-officers  who. serve  with  the  armj  shall  be  allowed  clothing 
si  the  same  conditions  as  officers  in  the  line,  provided  thej  engage  frr  a 
year  or  longer. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr,  Henry,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  .state  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  and  to  report 
whether  an  additional  brigadier  is  wanting  for  the  troops  of  that  state,  and 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr.  President  ileed  to  the  delegates  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  laid  before  Congress  the  26th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  brought  in  a  report,  and  the  satpe  being  read  : 
^  BiMlved,  That  an  additional  brigadier  be  appmnted  for  the  Pennsylva- 
Bia  troops,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  tne  appointment. 
Colonel  W*  Irwine  was  nominated  by  the  comroidee* 

WEDNESDAY,  May  12,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
'    Remlvedn  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Yallance  and  ensign  Brush, 

of  coloner  Warner's  regiment,  be  accepted. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier  for  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  the  ballots  being  takes.  Colonel  William  Irwine  was  elected. 

THURSDAY,  May  13, 1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouglit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
JieBolvedt  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  September  the22d,  1778,  from 
Messrs.  Franklin,  Lee  and  Adams,  late  commissioners  of  the  United  States, 
tsgether  with  ajcopy  of  the  memorial  from  Jonathan  Loring  Austin,  be 
transmitted  to  the  honourable  council  of  the  state  of  Maasachusetts-Bay,  who 
are  requested  to  make  a  proper  allowance  to  Mr.  Austin,  for  bis  time  and 
expenses  in' carrying  to  France  the  account  of  die  surrender  of  general  Bur» 
gtioyne's  army  at  Saratoga,  and  to  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  with  information  of  the  mode  in  wliich  they  desire  a  reimburse- 
inentof  the  said  allowance. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  ofMons.  Compt/« 
report, 

••That  Mons.  Compty's  authority  from  the  marquis  de  Britigny,  is  toia- 
Kat  for  such  a  space  of  time  as  the  French  volunteers  shall  be  kept  up  and  no 
longer,  any  number  of  effective  Frenchmen :  that  it  appears  the  coqis  to  ba 
commanded  by  the  marquis  is  merely  temporary :  that  the  expense  of  inlist* 
ing,  equipping,  and  supporting  the  small  number^of  Frenchmen  that  can  be 
obtained  here,  and  who  must  be  sent  to  a  considerable  distance,  will^e 
great:  that  if  the  men  should  be  inlisted  for  a  length  of  time.  Congress  maj 
be  embarrassed  after  the  dissolution  of  the  temporary  corps,  which  may  hap- 
pen on  or  before  the  arrival  of  the  inlisted  men  at  Carolina,  either  wilb  ap- 
YoiA  III.  35 
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plications  for  increasing  the  small  Dumber  of  inKsted  men  to  a  regimeni»li 
m  what  manner  to  dispose  of  them :  Whereupon,  ^  ' 

jffesolml.  That  considering  the  circumstances  and  distant  situathm  of  fli 
corps,  it  is  inexpedient  to  com  pi  j  with  Mons.  Com{)t^'s  request. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  captain  JohB  Bap- 
^st  Allen,  report, 

^*  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  same,  together  with  the  papers 
thermn  referred  to,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  petition  of  John  Baptist 
Allen,  who  being  a  captain  in  col.  J.  Livingston's  regiment,  was  cashiered 
by  sentence  of  a  gener;\l  court-martial,  and  now  pravs  to  be  reinstated  in  his 
post,  be  dismisseil,  as  there  are  no  sutiicient  reasons  for  tlie  interfareiMO  of 
Congress  in  the  case : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

On  the  recommentlation  ot  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved^  That  Hampton  Round  and  Cornelius  Coniyges  beappoiated 
signers  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Stales. 

xhe  board  of  war  report. 
That  tbej  have  taken  into  conmderation  the  reference  from  Con^sa 
relatire  to  a  promotion  of  brigadier  Moultrie,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
wonld  be  inexpedient  to  promote  brigadier  Monltri^  nnless  a  more  geneiml 
promotion  took  placet  as  some  other  states  think  themselves  entitled  to  a 
promotion  of  their  general  officers ;  but  as  it  may  excite  uneasiness  and  Ml*- 
culties  unless  a  continental  officer  commands  the  army  in  the  southern  dis- 
trict, it  will  be  best  to  make  a  special  appointment  of  brigadier  MottltriOs  to 
be  commandant  of  the  southern  army;'^  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Moultrie  be  commander,  in  the  absence 
of  major-geuerai  Lincoln,  of  the  southern  army,  during  its  continuance  to  the 
Southward  of  North-Carolina,  with  the  allowance  of  major -general  ou  a 
separate  command,  until  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  Miy  14, 1779. 

After  reading  the  journal,  Mr.  M.  Smith  arose,  and  in  Itis  place  informed 
the  house,  that  he  saw  printed  in  a  newspaper,  entitled  Royal  Gazette,  pob- 
liihed  tn  New-York  by  James  Riving^ton,  a  letter  written  by  Henry  Im- 
tens*  and  directed  to  gov.  Houstooj  of  Georgia,  which  contained  matter 
derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Coiu;ress»  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  UBited 
States,  and  tending  to  destroy  tint  confidence  which  the  states  should  refKi^ 
in  thiabody ;  and  therefore  he  moved  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  that  the  said 
letter  be  read,  and  that  Mr.  Laurens  be  called  on  to  declare  whether  he 
wrote  that  letter:  < 

Objections  were  made  to  the  said  motion,  as  out  of  order,  being  contrary 
to  the  order  of  yesterday,  **  that  after  reading  the  journal  this  mornin':^,  the 
report  on  finance  should  be  considered  but  Mr.  Smith  insisting  on  his 
motion  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  the  debate  was  proceeding  on  the  question  of 
order,  when  inteliigence  was  communicated  to  the  house  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

^  Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  excellency  Thomas  Johnson,  esq.  dated  Aanapolia^  13tik  of 

May,  1779,  to  coKnn  1  liLnry  Holling^worth. 

**SiR ;  Last  night  capt.  Hanson,  with  whom  capt.  Plunket  was  going  as  a 
supercargi*,  put  back  to  this  place  ;  they  inform  they  saw  a  frigate,  a  brig  of 
about  14  or  16  guns,  a  small  armed  vessel  or  two,  and  two  prizes  in  the  bay. 
Hanson  narrowly  escaped  being  taken  :  capt  Jack  Nicholson  was  drove  on 
shore  on  or  near  Gwin's  Island.  Yesterday  near  the  mouth  of  Patuxent  they 
met  with  one  Mr.  Robinson  in  a  boat  irom  Choptank  bound  down  the  bay. 
Robimon  told  them  that  on  Monday  morning  he  spoke  a  schooner  m  tlie 
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mouth  of  Puankatank  tMiind  to  sea,  and  chased  in  by  a  fleet  of  between  20 

and  50  sail,  amou^  tbem  several  large  ships:  that  she  made  this  fleet  oft'  the 
Horse-shoe  oq  Saturday  morning,  but  it  being  hazy,tJiey  could  iiot  make  out 
the  exact  number:  that  there  were  several  sloops  and  schooners  amongst 
them:  we  have  vet  heard  nothing  lartlier.   I  am,  sir,  \our  obedient  servant, 

TllUMAS  JOHNSON.*- 

Whereupon,  a  motion  m  :vs  made  by  Mr.  R.  H,  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  ^. 
Adams,  that  the  consideration  ol  the  question  ot  order  be  postponed^  until 
order  be  taken  on  the  intelligence  aforesaid. 
On  this  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. Smith, 


N^Hctmpahire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MmttttU-Bofft  Mr.  S.  Adun^ 

Gerry, 

Level!, 
Holten, 

BkiMkM^  llh^^Ellery, 
"  Mr.,  Sherman, 

Spencer^ 


Nm-York, 


Maryland,       Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmicba^ 

Henr}-, 
Jenifer, 

Virginia^  Mr.Smitli, 

Griffin, 
Flemings 
JV^t^roffRO,  Mr.Penii, 

Burke, 
Sharpe, 

S.' Carolina,     Mr.  Laurens, 
•  Drayton, 


Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd. 

Hew-JSenoff     Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

^om$jfhttma,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen^ 
Atlee, 

SeM-le, 
Mulilcnberg, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
The  intelligence  being  again  read, 

I^esolved,  That  the  said  intelligence  be  committed  to  the  board  of  war, 

and  that  they  be  directed  to  take  measures  to  prevent  any  stores  from  fall- 
ing into  tiie  bauds  of  the  enemy,  should  the  fleet  in  the  said  intelligence 
mentioned,  attempt  a  descent  any  where  in  the  bay  of  Chesapeake  or  the 
rivers  that  empty  therein :  and  that  copies  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  president  of  PeunaylTaniay  and  the  governor 
•f  Delaware. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  questkm  under  debate,  and  a 
diririon  being  called  Ibr  bj  Mr.  Duane, 

On  the  question,  is  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  for  reading  the  letter  referred 
to  in  his  infermation*  in  order  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

if -Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Maua'stt9-Iiai^,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

Love  11, 

Holten, 

^Wk-hland,   Mr.  Eller>, 
CumeetictU^     Mr.  Slierman, 

Spencer, 
Ifr.  Jny, 

Duaiie, 

Hoyti, 

JwAneif,     Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

^emuyimnia,  Mr.  Armstrongs 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 

Searle, 
Muhlenberg^ 
,  "Wynkoop, 
^  it  passed  in  tiie  negative. 


Mr.  Pkter, 

Carmichael, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Lee, 

Griffin, 

Fleming 
Ifip.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sluirpe, 
Mr.  Lauitfiis, 

Drayton, 
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On  the  question,  is  that  part  of  Mr..  Smith's  motion,  "that  Mr,  Lauren* 
be  called  on  to  declare  whether  he  wotc  that  letter,"  in  ord«r^ 

The  yc:is  and  nays  bein^  required  by  Mr.  Lmrens:  it  fNMRd  IB  the  Be* 
gatire,  everjr  member  present  aosweriog  no* 

SATURDAY,  J%  15,  1779. 

After  reading  the  jou)  rial,  Mr.  Laurens  arose,  and  with  tlie  leave  of  the 
lieilfe  reed  in  his  place  a  paper  which  he  delivered  in,  and  whicli  being  reed 
at  the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  tlie  journal,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Preeident,  the  motion  which  was  made  jeeterdajr  bj  one  of  the  hon 
norable  delegatet  from  Vii^inia,  for  reading  a  presumed  copy  ef  a  letter  aa^ 
to  have  been  written  b^^  me,  and  printed  in  the  garrison  of  the  eneie^  OB 
Kew-York  island,  and  (or  calling  upon  uie  te  declare  whether  I  had  written 
such  a  letter,  appeared  to  me  to  1^  irregular^  unprecedented,  and  full  of  dan- 
gerous consequences,  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and 
alarming  to  the  tree  and  Independent  citizens  of  these  United  States  :  thence 
arose  tlio^r  cautions  and  adniotrnions  which  a  sense  of  duty  prompted  me  to 
oiler  to  the  house  while  the  subject  was  under  debate,  and  1  rejoice  in  that 
wisdom  which  was  displayed  by  the  house  in  overruling  the  attempt. 

Sir,  had  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  called  on  me,  and  in  proper 
terms  enquirv:d  whether  the  printed  letter  was  a  copy  of  an  original  address 
from  me  to  governor  Houston,  I  would  have  given  him  all  the  aatisfaction 
that  could  have  been  desired  by  anjr  man  of  true  honor. 

And  now,  sir,  as,  if  I  (lave  been  guilty  of  aught  criminal,  or  have  inad- 
vertently expressed  any  thing  amiss  in  my  correspondence  as  a  private  ci- 
tizen with  Mr.  Houston,  I  would  rather  receive  a  censure  ore  reproof  from 
Congress  than  be  charged  with  a  want  of  candour,  or  commit  iny  conduct  to 
the  whispers  of  malice.  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  Congrens  that  I  did» 
X>n  the  srtli  ot^  AiJL^ust  last,  write  a  pi  iv:ite  letter  to  governor  Hon'ston. 

If  tlie  house  shali  judge  it  proper  ti»  determine  by  a  vote  that  thev  may  of 
right  demand  a  copy  of  that  private  letter,  andfehall  in  t  onsequence  of  such 
vote  call  on  nie,  or  if  Cnntrress  nhnll  be  pleased  by  a  vote  to  direct  their  pre- 
feideat  in  writing  to  request  me  tu  i.i^  before  them  a  copy  of  that  letter,  I 
will,  in  either  case,  produce  a  genuine  and  true  copy,  reservii^  to  myself  in 
the  mean  time  the  privilege  of  voting,  as  I  certainly  should  vote  if  I  were  not 
a  party  coneemed. 

I  confide  in  the  candor  of  the  house  to  order  this  address  to  be  entered  om 
the  journal,  and  if  the  house  shall  be  pleased  to  call  for,  or  request  a  copy  of 
my  letter,i  shall  expect  that  will  also  be  entered  on  the  journal.  May  i^tlv 
1779." 

On  the  question  for  entering  the  above  on  the  jnnriial,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens,  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  at&rmative ;  every 

member  pre-^eiit  :n)-.wering  ay. 

Mr.  Siiiitli         moved,  serouded  by  Mr.  Penn, 

That  the  sense  of  the  liouae  be  expressed,  whcilici  Uie  moUon  he  made 
yesterday  was  an  attempt  irregular,  unprecedented,  and  full  of  dangerous 
consequences,  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and  alarm* 
ing  to  the  free  and  mdependent  citizens  of  these  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Barke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffiin,  as  a  substi- 
tute to  tlie  foregoing,  in  the  words  following : 

That,  by  the  vote  for  entering  on  the  journal  the  paper  delivered  -in  by 
Mr.  Laurens,  Congress  did  not  mean  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  suggestion 
therein  contained,  tliat  the  motion  made  bv  Mr.  Smith  was  unprecedented 
and  full  of  dangerous  consecjuences,  derofratory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
Congress,  and  aiaruiiug  to  the  free  and  independent  citiz^s  of  these  United 
States. 

On  the  question,  shall  this  be  received-as  a  substitute  r 
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The  jeaft  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Laurens, 


»y>ay 

ay") 

nyj-ay 
ay  3 
ay  ).ay 

no  S 
no  Cno 

av 


no 
av 


ay 


Maryland^ 


N.-Caroiina, 


Mr.  Pkter, 
Cntmcbad, 

Jenifer, 
ytr.  Smitli, 

a  H.  Lee, 

Griftiii, 

Fleming, 
Air.  i*enn, 

Burke, 

Sharpen 
Ml'*  Laurens, 

Diayton, 


If^Smnpshire,  Mr.  >Vhipplc, 
Ma9^9tU'Bayt  Mr.  S.  Acbmi 

Lovell, 
Holten, 

Mhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  SbernMi^ 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Ja}', 
Duane, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  Scuddeik 
Mr.  SUippen, 
Alice, 
Seatle,  - 
Miih1eid>erg', 

So  it  wag  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  ^ 

On  the  queaUoo  to  agree  to  the  substitute  as  a  resolution,  resolved  in  the 
HBrmative.  - 

MONDAY,  May  17,  1779* 

Sisolved,  That  on  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  immediately 
sfter  tiie  reading  of  the  journal  and  despatches^  tne  reports  on  finance  becon<^ 
flidsred  until  a  decision  is  obtained  thereon,  and  that  no  other  business  shall 
•n  any  of  those  days  be  taken  up,  unless  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  members* 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouglitin  a  report  :  ^'hereupon, 
Rpfiolved-f  Tliat  the  auditors  ot  the  main  army  be  authonz.ed  to  establish  a 
general  rule  for  making  allowances  to  recruiting  officers  for  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  drums,  fites,  and  cockades,  reporting  the  same  to  the  board  ol  treasury. 
The  cotnmittce  or  the  treabuiy  having  repotted, 

^*That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress  the^  have  referred  the  ac« 
counts  of  general  count  Pulaski's  le^on  to  the  aumtors  of  accounts  for  the 
nainanny  :  that  for  want  of  regularity  in  keeping  those  accounts  and  of  proper 
vouchers,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  Congress  and  the  board  of  treasury,  au- 
ditor Mmslon  has  reported  to  them  that  it  is  impracticable  to  settle  the  said 
accounts,  as  appears  from  his  report  and  remarks  accompanying  their  report:" 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  of  the  army 
seningin  South-Carolina  and  Heorgia,  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  pay-master 
fur  the  said  legion ;  and  that  captain  Balde-^ciui,  the  present  pay-master,  bt; 
detained  until  he  shall  have  produced  competent  vouchers,  ana  settled  the 
accounts  of  the  said  le^^ion. 

The  board  ot  war  ha\  ing  reported  on  sundry  matters  referred  to  them  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment be  directed  to  consult  gen.  Washington  upon  all  treaties  with  the 
Indians,  and  to  govern  themselves  by  such  instructions  as  be  shall  give  them 
relative  to  any  partial  or  general  treaty  of  peace  to  be  concluded  with  them. 

Resolved^  That  the  adjutant-general  of  tne  army  of  the  United  States,  be 
allowed  the  same  rations  as  a  brigadier-general : 

That  he  be  permitted  to  engage  two  assistants  and  one  clerk,  the  assist- 
ants to  be  taken  from  the  line,  and  both  they  and  the  clerk  to  be  approved  of 
hy  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  each  assistant  be  allowed  Ruch  an  addition  to  his  appointments  as  an 
officer  iii  the  line,  as  shall  make  the  same  equal  to  those  of  a  lieutonant-colonel : 

That  the  clerk  be  taken  fi  oiu  the  subalterns  or  volunteers  in  the  army,  and 
aUowed  pay  and  hubsiitencc  equal  in  the  whole  to  those  ui  a  ca^taiu. 

TUESDAY,  May  18.  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from%en«  Washington,  was  read,  informing  that  bri- 
gadier M'Intosh  is  desirous  of  serving  in  the  southern  army,  as  the  war  is 
ROW  in  the  state  to  which  he  belongs;  and  therefore  recommending  him.  as  a 
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eentleman  whose  knowledge  ofservice  and  of  the  couiitiypfMiiSM  to. 
£im  useful ;  Whereupon* 

Resolved,  That  bripcadier -general  M'Intosh  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the 
soutiiern  army,  and  there  act  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  iq 
that  departim' lit,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chiel^ 

The  committee,  consisting;  of  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr.  Pacay 
to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  Leonard  Albouy  and  others,  report; 

*•  That  being  convinced,  from  a  variety  of  concurrent  testimony  and  cir- 
cumstances, the  distresses  of  the  Bermudians  are  not  exaggerated,  and  that 
any  provisions  which  may  arrive  at  their  islands,  will  be  faithfully  and  en- 
tirely applied  to  their  use ;  having  also  collected  a  number  of  important 
YOttcners  in  proof  of  their  warm  attechment  to  these  states,  and  being;  more- 
over assured  by  the  minister  of  France,  that  his  court  wiU  cordiaUjr  MMi- 
csce  with  any  measures  which  the  policy  of  Congress  may  adopt  in  behalf  of 
those  suffering  islanders,  they  are  of  opinion  that*  notwithstanding  Ibo  mrftt* 
tioD  of  inexpediency  of  the  7th  inst.  some  mode  of  immediate  refief  fa  tfcftt 
distressed  people  ought  to  be  adopted^and  therefore  do  earnestly  wwrnmitmA 
the  followingresolution; 

i?eso^v€i2.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  statetof 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North -Carol  in  a,  respec- 
tively, to  permit  1000  bushels  of  Tridiari  corn,  to  be  exported  from  each  of 
the  said  states,  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  tho.se  islands  ; 
and  that  it  be  required  of  the  captains  of  any  vessels  on  board  whicli  the  said 
corn  sliall  be  laden,  to  return  to  the  respective  executive  povvers  aforesaid, 
certificates  of  the  delivery  and  faithful  appropriation  of  the  said  provision, 
under  the  signature  of  at  least  two  of  the  prmcipal  inhabitants  of  the  said 
islands 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  strike  out  the 
words,  **  and  North-Carolina    and  on  the  question,  shall  those  words  istand  ? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bnrke> 

Hsui^fttU'Bayt  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU, 

Holten, 

Mhode-Tsland,    Mr.  Colhns, 
Connecticut^     !Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
JBTeW'Tiri,      Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 

New-Jertey,     Mr.  Scudder, 

Fen, 

Pcnfuyftmcoy  Mr.  Shippen, 

Atlee,  , 

Searle, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Penn, 


Ur.  Plater, 
Carmidiae], 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smitli, 

R.  H.  Ijee,  . 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

^irke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Dnyton, 


Ma»9Btt9-Bayi  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU, 

Holten, 

Bhode-Tshvid,  Mr.  Collins, 
Connecticut,     Mi'.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
Mw-Yvrk,      Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 

J\iap^ermf,     Mr.  Scudder, 

^  Fell, 
Patmyhmia,  Mr.  Shippen, 

Attee, 

Searle, 

Wyukoop, 


iMaryUmd, 


Virginia, 


NAIaroluitt, 


ay 


Mr.  Plater, 
Ctrnmchael, 
Heniy, 

.Tenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R*  H.  X^e, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mir.  Lauiens^ 

Drayton, 


ay  » 
nor 
noi 
no} 


no 


no 
no 
no 

110*1 

ayS-iy 

no*! 

no  Vno 
no  J 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith  then  arose,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  read  in  his  place  a 
paper  in  answer  to  the  paper  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Laurens,  in  which  he  re* 
peati  his  request,  <*  that  Congress  will  explicitly  declare  whether  it  be  their 
epiriw  tiuit  the  ifietion  which  he  made  on  Friday  waa  fhll  of  dangerous  con* 
H|Sfinron,  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and  alarming  to 
iifiee  aiid  independent  dtizens  of  these  United  States ;  and  hopei^  that 
Cwgress,  having  indulged  Mr.  Laurens  with  entering  his  address  upon  the 
joonal,  will  do  him  equal  justice,  and  allow  him  the  same  indulgence  bj  en- 
tering his  addrese  upon  the  journal  of  Congress: 

Tm  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Penn, 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Smith's  address  be  entered  on  the  journal  ? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Naih3mps/dre,Mr.  Whipple 
ikmlttU-Bayt  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovdl, 


no  ^no  Maryland^ 


mk  Umd,  Mr. 


Firginia, 


N.'Cofolina, 


S.-CanHna, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Henrys 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smitli, 
K.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Flenung, 
Mr.  Penn,  " 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurem^ 
Drayton, 


Holten, 
Ellery, 
Colling 

Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

^emjfbioniOt    Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippcu 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jday  19,  1779. 

Acstrding  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Consress  proceeded  to  the  consiilera- 
6sasf  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  relative  to  the  rale- 
ing  supplies  and  supporting  the  credit  of  the  eonttnentai  currency. 

On  considering  the  resolution, 

"That  these  United  States  be  called  upon,  in  addition  to  the  sum  requi« 
nd  by  a  resolution  of  Coneress  of  the  m  of  January,  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  million  oi  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasu- 

rj  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  in  the  proportion  following." 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr. Morris,  that  the 

blank  be  filled  with  the  word  "  sixty." 
Oa  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reauired  by  Mr.  Morris, 


JlkuhBampahire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
* ^     Mr.  8, 


vmppie, 
.  Adanifl^ 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holtei^ 
Ifr.  EUeiy, 
Coliinii^ 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Daine, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 
Scodder, 
7d],  'no 


PmfUfylvaiiia, 


■1 


Bo>  no 


Delaware, 
Maryland^ 


Firgima, 


S,'Carolina, 


Ml'.  Ainistrong',  no 
Shippen,  no 

Atlce, 

Searle,  ay 

Muhlenberg,  ay  I 

Wynkoop,  no J 
Mr.  Dickinson,     ay  ^ay 
Mr.  Pkter,  no^ 

Carmichael,  ' 

Henry, 

Jevafer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R.  11.  Lee, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Bufke^ 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  l^aurcns, 

Drayton, 


r. 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  secOMeabjr  Mr. 
the  blank  be  filled  with  the  words  "  forty-five.*^  • 
Oil  which  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  hf  Mr.  Morris^ 


It^JBhmpshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MawftXU'Boijft  Mr.  S.  Adaiii% 

Geny, 
Lovcll, 
Holtcn, 

Mhode-Iiland,  Mr.  EUeiy, 

CoUina^ 


>no 


CmnecHcutf 

New-Jersey, 


Mr.  Shenittii 

'  Spenicer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Datne^ 

Morris, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Scudder, 

Fell, 


ay 


Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrongs 

*  Atlee, 
Searle, 
Mulilenberni 
Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Carmichael* 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Jlr.  Smith, 

K.  H.  Lee, 
Flemings, 
Ipr.  Pcn^, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Delaware  f 
Marykmd, 


•9 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  • 

THURSDAY,  Ma^  20,  1779. 

The  delegated  of  Virginia  laid  before  Congress  certain  powers  and  inatlAM" 
iions  to  them  given  by  the  general  assembly  of  thw  state,  which  were  riML 
and  are  as  fol&ws :  '>« 

In  General  Assembly,  Saturday  the  I9lh  of  Ikeember,  1779^'"^^ 

Besolved,  nemine  contradicente.  That  our  delegates  ia  Congrets  be'^^ 
stnicted  to  propose  ta  Congress  that  they  recommend  to  each  of  the  il 
named  as  parties  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  heretofore  laid  before 
ratified  by  this  assembly,  titat  they  authorize  their  delegates  in.  t^bngriitB . 
ntify  the  said  articles,  toother  with  the  delegates  of  so  many  other  e^' 
said  states  as  shall  be  willing,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  forever  binding  on 
states  so  ratifying,  notwithstanding  that  a  part  of  those  named  shall  deelii 
to  ratify  the  same,  allowing,  nevertheless,  to  the  said  states  so  deelinf 
either  a  given  or  indefinite  time,  as  to  Congress  shall  seem  best,  for  accediM 
to  the  said  confederation,  and  making  themselves  thereby  members  ef  M 
union. 

Unsolved,  nemiue  contradicente,  That  our  said  delegates  now  in  office,  or 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  be  authorized  and  required,  and  are  hereby  autho- 
riz.ed  and  required,  to  ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  on  the  part 
of  this  commonwealth,  with  so  many  of  the  other  states  named  in  theai 
parties,  as  shall  on  their  part  ratify  the  same.  .  •        .  .  : 

B.  HARRISON,  S.  H.D. 
Test:  A.  GARY,  S.  S.»» 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  powers  and  instructions)  the  said  delegates  mp- 
ved in  the  words  following: 

"  Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  safety,  honor  and  interest 
of  the  United  States,  ths^t  the  confederation  be  closed  as  soon  as  may  be,  and 
rendered  forever  binding  on  the  states  aeced  ina  there  to :  • 

Meiolved^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  each  of  the  states  named 
as  parties  to  the  confederation,  that  they  authorize  their  ddegates  in  Congraae 
to  ratify  the  same  on  er  before  the  day  of  '  'next,  in  conjunctioa 
with  the  delegates  ef  so  manv  other  of  the  said  states  as  shall  be  willing}  te 
the  end,  that  the  same  may  be  thenceforward  forever  binding  on  the  stntee 
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90  ratifying,  p<twttliilMMlwig  iliit  a  jmrt     tiMMe  nmed  shall  decline  to  n* 
tifythe  sarae.'^ 
Thedele^^ef  Vu^ak  tlMii  delifeved  in  a|iap^ 

Tvords  following: 

"  In  consequence  of  the  forpjroing;  instructions  and  powers  to  us  given, 
we  do  hereby'  declare,  that  we  are  reativ  and  willing  to  ratifjr  the  confedera- 
tion witii  an^  one  or  more  states  named  therein,  so  that  the  same  shall  be 
forever  binding  upon  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Signed)  M£R£W£.ther  bMixH,  Kiohard  Iii<.NR¥  Iae^ 

Cyrus  Griffiw.  Wiixiam  Flxmiw*. 

Congress  proceeded  to  t}\c  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs  : 

Aft^r  ddiate,  it  waA  i^reed  by  the  house,  that  the  question  shall  be  stated, 
dnU  Mr.  E.  lEEid  be  mailed  ? 

FRIDAY,  JIfoy  £1,  177% 

Mr.  HM4iBglw»  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 

in  Congress. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  informed  Congress,  that  they  have  received 

instructions  respecting  the  article*?  of  confederation,  which  they  are  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  Congress,  and  to  ha%'e  entered  on  their  journals;  the  in* 
itnictions  being  read  are  as  follows :  . 

**lBitnietiQiMof  the  general  aaeiiiblyof  Maryland,  to  George  Plater,  William  Paca,  William 
Ginaiabael,  John  Henry,  James  Forbes  and  Daniel  <^  St.  Thonoas  Jenifer,  esqrs ; 

GaNTLSKSN,  Haviog  contei  t  ed  upon  you  a  trust  of  tlie  highest  nature,  it 
18  evidettt  we  place  great  confidence  in  your  integrity,  abilities  and  zeal  to 
promote  llie  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the  particQlar  interest 
of  this  state,  where  the  latter  is  not  incompatible  with  the  former;  bat  to 
add  jgireater  weight  to  your  proceedings  in  Congress,  and  te  teke  away  all 
suspicion  thai  the  opinions  you  there  deliver,  and  the  votes  joo  give,  may  be 
the  mere  opinions  of  individuals,  and  not  resulting  from  your  knowledge  of 
the  sense  and  deliberate  judgment  of  the  state  you  represent,  we  think  it  our 
duty  fo  instruct  you  as  folio weth  on  the  subject  of  the  confederation,  a  sub- 
ject in  which,  unfortunately,  a  supposed  difterence  of  interest  has  produced 
an  ahnost  equal  division  oi  sentiments  amon^  the  several  states  composing 
the  union  :  We  say  a  supposed  difference  of  interests  ;  tor,  if  local  attach- 
nents  and  prejudices,  anu  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  individuals,  would 
g[ive  way  to  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy,  founded  on  the  principles  of  jus-* 
tice,  (and  no  other  policy  but  what  is  founded  on  those  immnteble  principles 
deserves  to  be  called  sound,)  we  flatter  ourselves  this  apparent  diversity  of 
interests  wonid  soon  vanish ;  and  all  the  states  would  confederate  on  terms 
mutually  advantageous  to  all ;  for  they  would  then  perceive  that  no  other 
confederation  tlian  one  so  formed  can  be  lasting.  Although  the  pressure  of 
immediate  calamities,  the  dread  of  their  continuance  from  the  appearance 
of  disunion,  and  some  other  peculiar  circumstances,  may  have  induced  some 
itates  to  accede  to  the  present  confederation,  cuiUrary  to  their  own  inter- 
ests and  judgments,  it  requires  no  great  share  of  foresi«;ht  fo  predict,  that 
vhen  those  causes  cease  to  operate,  the  states  which  have  thus  acceded  to  the 
^SSafederaiioii  will  consider  it  as  no  longer  binding,  and  will  eagerly  embrace 
the  first  oeoasion  of  asserting  their  just  rights  and  securing  their  indepen* 
dence.  Is  It  possible  that  those  states,  who  are  ambitiously  graspine  at  ter- 
ritories, to  which  in  oar  judgment  they  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  excla- 
im right,  will  use  with  greater  moderation  the  increase  of  wealth  and  power 
derived  from  those  territeriesy  when  acquired,  than  what  they  have  displayed 
their  endeavours  te  acquire  them  ?  we  think  not;  we  are  convinced  the 
<Uie  spirit  which  hath  prompted  Mmi-te  inlist  on  #  claim  so  extriitMit  so 


Digitized  by  Google 


ftpiignant  to  everj.piiiici|i4«  •!  jMlM^  to  iacoin|Nil»Me  with  the  greneral 
welfare  of  all  the  states,  will  urge  them  on  to  add  oppression  to  injustice.  If 
tliej  should  not  be  incited  by  a  superiority  of  wealth  and  strength  to  oppress 
by  open  force  theii-  less  wealthy  and  less  powerful  neighbours,  yet  the  clepo* 
puiatfton,  and  consequently  the  impovoi  ishment  of  those  states,  will  neces- 
sarily follow,  which  by  an  unfair  consuuction  ot  thi,  confederation  may  be 
stripped  of  a  common  interest  in,  and  tl\e  common  benefits  derivable  from, 
the  western  country.  Suppose,  fur  iitdtaitce,  Virginia  indisputably  possessed 
of  the  extensive  mid  fertile  couatrj  to  wUeli  m  h«B  set  up  a  Mai»  what 
would  be  ikt  probtUe  €oiMe<|iieiiee»  t»  Moryland  of  iach  an  amiifttiifbwl 
and  undisputed  possession?  tlvey  cannot  escape  theloaot  discomiagt  • 

Virginia,  by  selling  on  the  most  moderate  teims  a  small  proporlionoC  th» 
lands  in  question,  would  draw  into  her  treasury  vast  sums  of  money,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  sums  arising  from  such  sales,  would  be  enabled  to  lessen 
her  taxes :  lands  comparatively  cheap  and  taxes  comparatively  Idw,  with  the 
lands  and  taxes  of  an  adjacent  state,  would  quirkly  drain  the  state  thus 
disadvantageously  circumj»tanccd  of  its  most  useful  iid>abitant!*,  its»  wealth; 
and  its  consequence  in  the  scale  of  the  confederated  states  wouUl  sink  of 
course.  A  claim  so  injurious  l()  unHi?  than  one  half,  if  not  to  the  whole  of  the 
Uiiited  States,  ought  to  be  su|>i)orted  by  the  clearest  evidence  of  the  right. 
Yet  what  evidences  of  that  riglit  have  been  produced  P  what  arg^nedta  al- 
leged in  support  either  of  the  evidence  or  the  right ;  none  tiuit  we  h«ra. 
beard  of  deservi  ng  a  serious  refutation* 

It  has  been  said  that  some  of  the  delegates  of  a  neighbmiring  state  have 
declared  their  opinion  of  the  impracticability  of  governing  tte  extensive 
dominion  claimed  by  that  state:  hence  also  the  necessity  was  admitted  of 
dividing  its  territory  and  erecting  a  new  state,  under  the  auspices  and  direc- 
tion of  the  elder,  from  whom  no  doubt  it  would  receive  its  form  of  govern- 
ment, to  wiiom  it  would  be  bound  by  some  alliance  or  confederacy,  and  by 
whose" coum  lis  it  would  be  influenced:  such  a  nu  a-ure,  if  ev^r  attempted, 
would  ce[  tamly  be  opposed  by  the  othersiato^.  as  incouMstent  with  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  proposed  confederation,  hhuukl  U  take  place,  by  establish- 
ing a  sub-confederacy,  imperimn  in  imperio,  the  state  p<isses8e(fof  this  ex- 
tensive dominion  most  then  eith^  submit  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  an 
•vefjg^wnand  unwieldy  government,  or  suffer  theautiiority  of  Congress  to 
interpose  at  a  future  time,  and  to  lo|p  off  a  part  of  its  territory  to  be  erected 
into  a  new  and  free  state,  and  admitted  into  the  confederation  on  such  con<* 
ditions  as  shall  be  settled  by  nine  states.  If  it  is  necessary  for  the  happiness 
and  tranquillity  of  a  state  thus  overgrown,  that  Congress  should  hereafter 
interfere  and  divide  its  territory;  wliy  is  the  claim  to  that  territory  now 
made  and  so  pertinaciously  insisted  on  i  we  can  su'^gest  to  ourselves  but  two 
motives;  either  the  declaration  of  relinquishing  at  some  future  iieriod  a 
portion  of  the  country  now  contended  for,  was  made  to  lull  suspicion  asleep, 
and  to  cover  the  designs  of  a  secret  ambition,  or  if  the  tlunight  w  as  seriously 
entertained,  the  lands  are  now  cUimed  lu  reap  an  immediate  protit  from  the 
sale.  We  are  eonvinced  policy  and  justices  require  that  a  coantry  ^set-* 
tied  at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  claiqied  by  the  British  crownv  and 
ceded  to  it  by  tlie  treaty  of  Paris,  if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy  by  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  states,  should  be  considered  at  a  com- 
mon property,  subject  to  be  parcelled  out  by  Congress  into  free,  convenient 
and  independent  governments,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  wis- 
dom of  timt  asseinblv  shall  hereafter  direct.  Thus  convinced,  we  should 
betray  the  trusi  reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents,  were  we  to  authorize  you 
to  ratify  on  their  behalf  the  confederation,  unless  it  be  farther  explained  :  we 
have  coolly  and  dispasbionately  considered  Itie  subject;  we  have  weighed 
probable  iuconveniences  and  hardships  against  the  sacrifice  of  just  and  es^ 
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an  article  or  articles  be  added  thereto  in  conformity  with  our  declaration 
should  we  succeed  in  obtaining  such  article  or  artiiQiefl»  then  jTMt  are  hereb/ 
fttlly  empowered  to  accede  to  ilie  confederation. 

That  these  our  sentiments  respecting  the  confederation  may  be  more 
pnhlicly  known  and  more  explicitly  an»l  conciselj  declared,  we  have  drawn 
up  the  annexed  declaration,  which  we  instruct  you  to  lay  before  Congress, 
to  have  it  printed,  and  to  deliver  to  cacii  of  the  delegates  of  the  otherstates 
10  Congreis  asaambled,  copits  thereof,  signed  by  yourselves  er  by  such  ef 
yea  as  enav  be  present  et  the  4iiM  «if  tbe  4elivery ;  to-ilie  intent  and  pur* 
Mse  that  the  copies  aforesaid  may  be  ceiaaittnicated  to  our^  brethren  of  the 
iJniled  States,  and  the  contents  Jf  the  saiil  declaration  taken  into  their  se* 
rious  and.eandid  consideration. 

Also  we  desire  and  instruct  you  to  move  at  a  proper  time,  that  these  in- 
structions be  read  to  Congress  by  their  secretary,  and  entered  on  the  jonmals 
of  Congress. 

We  have  spoken  w  ith  f  reedom,  as  becomes  freemen,  and  we  sincerely  wish 
that  these  our  representations  may  make  such  an  impression  on  that  assem- 
hly  as  lu  induce  tncm  to  make  such  addition  to  the  articles  of  confederatitm 
M  may  bring  about  a  permanent  union. 

A  trneoopT  from  the  proceediogs  of  December  15,  1778. 

Tebt,  T.  DUCKETT,  C.  H.  a 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  Connecticut  laid  before  Congress  farther 

{lowers  relative  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  which  were  read,  and  are  as 
bllows : 

"STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT, 

At  a  TCneral  Assembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  Ameriorr, 
uoldcu  at  llai  tforil,  by  sptrvial  order  of  tlte  governor  of  the  said  bialc,  on  VV  eduesiday, 
(US.)  therdidftf  oTApnl^AnnoOonuiuirra.  . 

^  It  appeal  ing  to  this  assembly  to  be  essentially  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion, saiety.  independence,  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  the  articles  of  oonfsderation  and  perpetual  union  be  acceded  to,  ratified 
and  confirmed :  and  whereas  all  of  the  said  stotes,  except  Maryland,  hav^ 
a^i-eed  to  and  confirmed  said  articles  of  coofederation»  and  Maryland  hath 
fiot  acceded  to  said  articles  as  drawn  up,  for  reasons  heretofore  published  ; 
i^nd  whereas  the  confederation  of  thirteen  stotes  may  not  be  oonsideredos 
obligatory  on  twelve  states  only  : 

HesolvcfJ^  That  the  delen'ates  of  this  state  in  Con2:ress  be  directed  and  em- 
powered,  and  full  power  and  authority  is  hereby  pM'u  and  granted  to  the 
said  delegates,  iu  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  state,  to  enter  into,  ratily  and 
confirm  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  uiiiun  with  the  states  of 
«ew-Hainpsliii  e,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  Plan- 
Utions,  New -York,  New  Jersey,  Tennsylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia,  North- 
^j^oUna,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  the  most  full  and  ample  manner ; 
always  provided  that  the  state  of  Maryland  be  not  thereby  ezdnded  from  ao- 
to  laid  confederation  at  any  time  hereafter*  A  true  copy  of  record  i 
Eaamined  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  StcntargJ* 

Congress  resumed  tiie  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury 
finance,  and  in  considering  the  resolution  uncler  debate  on  Wednesd;»j, 
A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Gcrry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmithael,  to  strike 

^l**  January,"  in  the  last  line;  and  in  the  room  thereof  iafiert  "April  j'* 

^'id,  on  the  question,  shall  the  word  '*  January"  stand  r 
*n«  Jreas  and  nays  being  r.equired  by  Mr*  Gerryi  , 
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^fim^iNt-AVf  Mr.  S.  Ad«nf» 

Geny, 

L.ovel], 

Hoften, 

Collins, 


Pi 


av 


Mr.  Sherman, 

iiuntingtoiit 
Hr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Scuddcr, 


ay 


DeUivftre, 


N.-CaroUwif 


M^  Armatran^ 

Shippen, 

Atlee» 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynknop, 

Mr.  Dic)unson» 
Mr.  Flater, 
Ca 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Flcmin|^ 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 


1400,0001  Delaware, 

6,000,000  Maryland, 

750,000  Virg-inm, 

5,100,u(M)  r^orih-Carolina, 

2,400,000  South-Carolina, 


450.000 
4^68(M)00 

7,200,000 


80  It  wtt  rmlfcd  in  the  affimaiiipe. 
On  the  auetflifm  to  agree  to  the  resolution  m  amended, 
RnoUm^  That  these  United  States  be  called  upon,  in  addition  tothemm 
mqnired  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  January  last,  for  their  re* 
tpective  quotas  of 45,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  continentiltWM 
serj  before  the  irst  daj  of  Januaiy  neit*  in  the  prapertion  fellewnigt 

New-Hampahire, 

Bfassacbusetts-Bay,      •  • 

JDonnecticut, 

HeW'Ycvk,  «  «  • 

New-Jersey,  -  -      .  2,400,000 

l^ennqrlFania,  -  -  5,700,000 

Georgia  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  her  proportion. 

ResoTi^edt  That  the  said  several  sums,  or  any  greater  sums,  which  shall  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  states  into  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be  passed  to 
their  respective  credits  on  interest,  on  the  same  terms  as  are  prescribed 
the  reaoiutioQ  of  Congress,  passed  the  22d  of  November,  1777 • 

SATURDAY,  May  22,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2l8t,  from  \V.  Rogers,  chaplain  of  the  brigade  late  com- 
manded by  brigadier  Conway,  was  read,  requesting  that  tlie  stile  of  the  bri 
gade  may  be  changed  to  that  uf  the  liiird  Pennsylvania  brigade,"  beiog 
the  stile  by  which  it  is  known  in  the  army  : 

Besolved,  That  his  request  be  granted,  and  that  a  new  certificate  be 
granted  to  him,  referrin^^  to  his  appointment  of  the  11th  of  June,  1778. 
'  The  committee  on  the  treamiy  broni^t  in  a  report^  which  was  ndl; 
Whereupon, 

Raoloed,  That  upon  application  from  the  state  of  Connecticut^  a  warrant 
issue  on  the  treasurer  in  &vor  of  their  delegates,  for  150^0  dollars,  the  siid 
atate  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  a  like  sum  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  thereof  in  the  month  of  August  next,  with  interest  at 
six  per  cent  per  annum,  transmitting  duplicate  receipts  to  the  bosidof 

treasury  : 

That  upon  application  from  the  state  of  Mnssachusetts-Bay,  a  warrant 
issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  John  Lovell,  for  800,000  dollars,  the 
said  state  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  500,000  dollars  thereof  tothc com- 
missioner of  the  continental  loan-ofiBce  of  the  said  state  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust next,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annual^  transmitting  duplicate 
receiptib  to  the  board  of  treasury : 
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.iJ  T^'  •        m^mJ^i^  III  ■■>!■<»  mil  I '  I.-*  III.  !■■  .1.         '       I        I    L-r'  'hi  i.iP-iLP-  I  m  millli  r 

Unit  upoo  application  from  the  state  of  Vhninia,  a  warrant  issue  on  the 
treasarer  in  favor  of  John  Moss,  esq.  for  300,000  dollars,  the  said  state  to  be 
accoantable,  and  to  pay  a  like  stun  to  the  commissioner  of  the  continental 

loan  office  thereof  in  the  month  of  August  next,  'with  interest  at  six  percent, 
per  annum,  transmitting;  duplicate  receipts  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolvrd,  That  the  auditors  of  tlic  army  be  authorized  to  increase  the  pay 
of  such  of  their  clerks  as  maj  merit  the  same,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  120 
dollars  per  month,  according  to  their  respective  abilities. 

Resolvedt  That  all  continental  officers  wl»t>  are  or  may  be  exclianged,  and 
not  eontinaed  in  the  service,  be,  after  such  exchange^  considered  as  superou- 
veraiT  oiBeers^  and  entkled  to  the  pay  provided  bj  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of 
the  84th  of  November  last.  f 

Whereas  the  troops  formerly  serving  in  South -Carolina  and  Georgia  are 
united  in  one  body,  under  the  same  commanding  officer,  and  disorder  may 
arise  from  having  two  military  chests  and  pay-masters  in  the  sanie  detach- 
ment of  the  army ;  and  Joseph  Clay,  esq.  deputy  pay- master  for  Georgia, 
having  represented 'fliat  the  money  remaining  in  his  hands  will  be  soon  ex- 
pended, and  a  supply  having  been  lately  forwarded  to  John  Lewis  Gervaisy. 
dsputy  pay-roaster  for  South  Cai  nlina  : 

Resolved,  That  the  general  coawnanding  in  South-Carolina  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  draw  out  of  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Lewis  Jervais,  the 
bliance  which  may  be  due  from  him  to  the  public,  and  transfer  it  to  the  care 
of  tbesaid  Joseph  Clay,  who  shall  be  considered  as  the  sole  deputy  pay-masten 
ftr  thetroo|xi  serving  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  until  tne  further  order 
of  Congress ;  and  tliat  Mr.  Gervais  adjust  and  transmit  his  accounts  to  the 
board  of  treasurj  for  settlement : 

In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  from  the  board  of  treasurj. 

Resolved,  That  John  Reed,  William  Coats,  John  Williams,  George  Bright^ 
and  Levy  Budd,  be  appointed  sip^nersof  the  continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  delegates  of  Nc  v  York,  in  behalf  of  their  state,  moved  that  Congress 
come  to  the  foHowinjj;  resolutions  : 

Whereas  divers  ot  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  of  country,  overs 
particular  part  of  which  the  state  of  New-York,  and  over  the  residue  of  which 
the  state  of  ISJew-Hampshire,  at  the  time  when  these  United  States  were  co- 
httiesofand  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  did  exercise  jurisdiction, 
have»  under  various  pretences,  refused  allegiance  thereto,  and  attempted  to 
coQititttto  themselves  into  a  separate  state,  under  the  assumed  name  of  the 
state  of  Vermont : 

Btsolved,  That  the  states  of  New*Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay,  Rhode* 
Island  aad  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina, and  Geor«;ia,  are  severally  entitled  to  and  (in^ht  to  hold  and  be  main- 
tained in  the  possession  orall  thc  lands  and  territories,  which  appertained 
oi  right  to  each  of  them  respectively,  while  they  were  colonies  of  and  subject 
to  the  king;  of  Great-Britain. 

Resolved,  That  none  of  the  said  states  ought  to  be,  or  shall  be,  divested  of  * 
^ny  land  or  territories  over  which  they  respectively  exercised  jurisdiction  at 
the  time  aforesaid,  unless  by  judgment  of  Congress  in  favor  of  certain  other 
of  the  sud  states  claiming  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  and  pro&ecuting  that 
cUlm  in  the  way  prescribed  by  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Re$olved,  That  no  part  or  district  of  one  or  more  of  the  said  states  shall  be 
permitted  to  separate  therefrom,  and  become  independent  thereon,  without 
the  express  consent  and  approbation  of  such  state  or  states  respectively. 

Reaoimd,  Thai  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  pretended 
state  otA'et  niont,  to  return  peaceably  to  their  foi  inci-  jiirisdicrioris,  tiiat  to 
those  who  have  separated  from  the  state  of  Ivew-York,  to  the  state  of 


t 
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New-York  ;  and  tiH)se  whcr  have  ifgrited  fw  th€»Ute  New*H«»|MAirg» 
.to  the  state  of  New-Hampsliire. 

Resolved,  That  Coii^^ress  will  readily  hear,  examine,  and  interpose,  to  ob- 
tain a  redre>is  ol  any  ^Mevanc(-s  oi' which  the  bald  mliftUitaoU  UAJT  iiavecaus^ 
to  complain  a<>;ainbl  iheir  bnid  respective  states. 

I^eboivtd,  rhdt  nothing  in  the  preceding  resolutions  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  confirm  or  prejudice  the  title  of  tlie  states  of  New-Hiiwpiliir^, 
«r  New-York,  to  the  junedietieiis  ifopeMM,  or  le  eselvde  or  b§rmy  rhim 
iiducli  other  etelee  maj  have  thereto*  or  to  way  pert  thereof.'^ 

A  motion  wag  tbereu|mi  made  bj  Mr.BerM,  eeconded  bj  Mr.  Momp 

That,  on  Saturday  next,  Congress  be  veioh«d  mte  ft  coRMMllieefvihe 
whole  to  consider  the  foregoing  resolu^ns. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  aajs  beiag  required  by  Mr.  Jaj, 


N.-Hdmpsliirey  Mr.  Whipple, 
MBt9sa9(t9'Muif,i^.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 

JRhodC'Isfandf    Mr.  ColUns, 


ConiiecticiU, 


SBUhYork, 


Mr.  Si[ierman, 
Speaecft 

HimthigtoiV 

Mr.  Jay, 

Diume, 
Morris 

Mi  .  Fell, 


ay 


J£argUuid, 


Mf.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 

HuUenbeti^, 
Wynko'n, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Carmicliael, 
Jeniler, 

Ifr.  Smith, 
ItH.  Lee, 
Fleming-, 

Ifr.  Pena, 

Sluirpe, 
Itr.  Laui«en8, 
Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflRrniative. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Lovell)  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  ef  France, 
with  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  MiraiUes,  dated  Ma^r  18th»  1779,bnHig|itin 

a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  6th  day  of 
March  la^^t,  relative  to  the  controul  of  Congress  by  appeal  in  the  last  resort 
over  all  jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  high  seas^ 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  fhe  several  states  ;  and  that  they  be  respec- 
tively requested  to  take  etiectuai  measures  for  conlurmiiin;  therewith. 

Jiesolved^  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  the  uiiiii6ter  plenipoten* 
tiary  of  France,  au  1  signed  by  the  president: 

Sir,  Congress  having  taken  into  consideration  your  letter  of  the  i9th  of 
this  month,  I  am  directed  to  assure  you,  that  as  soon  as  the  maiter  shall  in 
doe  course  come  before  them,  they  will  attend  verjr  particularly  to  the  casSB 
of  the  vessels  stated  in  the  note  from  Don  Jnan  de  Mirailles  to  have  been 
sailing  under  the  fla§  of  his  CSatholic  majesty,  and  captured  by  armed  vessels 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  will  cause  the  law  of 
nations  to  be  most  strictly  observed :  that  if  it  shall  be  found,  after  due  trial, 
that  the  owners  of  the  captured  vessels  have  suffered  damage  from  the  mis- 
apprehension or  violation  of  the  rights  of  war  and  neutrality,  Congress  will 
cause  reparation  to  be  made  in  such  manner  as  to  do  ample  justice  and  vin* 
dicate  the  honor  of  the  Spanish  flag. 

That  Congress  iiave  every  possible  disposition  to  cultivate  the  most  per- 
feet  hauuony  walk  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  to  encourage  the  most  liberal 
and  friendly  intercourse  betweea  his  subiects  and  the  ciii/.ens  of  the* 
United  States ;  but  they  cannot,  consistently  with  the  powers  entrttsted  to 
them  and  the  rights  of  the  states  and  of  individuals*  in  any  9a8e,  suspend 
interrupt  the  orainary  course  of  justice. 
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Oft  motion  of  Mr.  DuaBe,  aeconded  bj  Mr.  Morris*  Cofigi^M  cavio  to  tfae 

following  resolution : 

Whereas,  a  proposition  has  beea  made  for  exchanj^^lng  a  number  of  the* 
good  citizens  ot  these  states,  who  are  in  captivity  at  >iia^at  a  and  iu  vicilii- 
ty,  for  disatlected  citizens  who  are  desirous  tu  juin  the  enemv  : 

ResoLvedf  That  the  commissioners  of  Indiaik  affairs  tor  tlie  nortiiern  de- 
partment, or  anj  two  ot  them,  be  authoria^ed  and  directed,  with  the  concur- 
renceof  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  ijoreruor  or  executive  autliority  of 
the  eevml  states,  whose  citlzieiis,  respcetivelv;  shall  bo  tke  sabjest  ik  the 
promaii  aacahai^;a»  to  Mgotiato  ami  settle  sii«h  eichanga  in  the  maoner  aod 
OA  taataroMi  the/  shall  jadsia  reasaaabU  atnl  expedient* 

MONDAY,  May  24,  1779. 

Resolced,  That  the  journals  of  a  precedlnjj;  da^  be  open  to  correcUoii  dur« 
iogthe  whole  of  the  next  day. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  20thy 
from  T.  Johnson,  governor  of  that  state ;  ' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  be 
directed  to  fttrnish,  with  all  convenieat  despatch,  to  the  state  of  Mai  j  land, 
600  stand  of  arm^  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmlchael)  in  the 
words  following : 

^'  Whereas  Cox^ress  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  did  unanimously  resolve^ 

tliat  all  mUltarjr  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  then  were  or  there- 
after mif^ht  bo  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  should  continue 
there! [1  during  the  war,  and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  states 
or  any  of  them,  should,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive annually  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  should  live  so  lonj^,  one 
halt  of  the  present  pay  of  sucli  officers,  with  certain  provisoes  and  iimita- 
tioiis;  and,  whereas,  the  great  suiierings,  exemplary  fortitude,  and  unshaken 
perseterance  of  the  said  officers,  justW  entitle  them  to  the  favorable  notice 
ofagmtefttl  coantry,  whose  liberties  they  have  bravely  defended,  supported 
aad  established ;  this  Con^ss,  therefore,  mindful  of  their  present  suffer- 
ings, and  willing  to  make  future  provision  for  the  age  of  those  whose  youth, 
and  health  and  ease,  have  been  generously  expended  in  the  service  of  the 
public,  do  resolve  aa4  promise,  that  all  military  officers  commissioned  by 
Congress,  -^vho  are  or  shall  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
coutinue  therein  during  the  war,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  thereof,  receive 
annually  during  their  natural  lives  one  half  of  their  present  paj.'' 

An  objection  being  made  against  taking  this  into  consideration,  as  bein* 
out  of  order;  on  the  question,  is  the  above  motion  in  order?  the  yeas  ana 
nays  bein^  required  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 


N^Havipahirty  Mr.  Whipple, 

Gerry, 

LoveU, 

Holten,  ^ 
Bhode^hlmtd^  Ifr.  EUery, 
CWicctictt^     Mr.  SI 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 
^^Titrk^      Bir.  J«y, 

.  Morris, 
JW?w^«tfy,     Mr.  Sciidder, 

PelJ, 

'^"■MJffcaillc^  Mr.  Arnistrongf,  no"^ 

Shippcn,         no  I 
Muiiienbei-g,    no  >no 
Wynkoop,     m  \ 
AUee^  noj 


Maarykmdf 


no 


Ifr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Cannicbael, 
Hemy, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
I'leraing', 
Ml.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
MTit  Laurens, 
Druytou, 


>-no 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Sinitli  having  previously  obtained  the  general  consent  of  the  house, 
moved  the  following  resolutions  : 

**  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  the  enemj,  at  the 
time  of,  and  since  their  landing  in  Virginia,  have  perpetrated  the  most  unne- 
cessary, wanton,  and  outrageous  barbarities  on  divers  of  the  citizens  of  that 
state,  as  well  as  on  several  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  resid- 
ing therein  ;  deliberately  putting  many  of  them  to  death  in  cool  blood,  after 
they  had  surrendered,  abusing  women,  and  desolating  the  country  with  fire  : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  cause  diligent  en- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  representations,  and  to  transmit 
to  Confess  the  evidence  he  may  collect  on  the  subject. 

Jiesmved,  Timt  Congress  will  retaliate  for  cruelties  and  violations  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  committed  in  these  states  against  the  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  in  like  manner  and  measure  as  if  committed  against  citi- 
zens of  the  said  states  ;  and  that  the  protection  of  Congress  shall  be,  on  all 
occasions,  equally  extended  to  both." 

A  motion  was  mdde  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  that  the 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  ;  and,  on  the  question  for  postponing,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

N'-HampahirPy  Mr.  Whipple,         ay  )>-ay 
Mauc^sttS'Bai/,  Mr.  Geiry,  no< 

LoveH  av'/  no 

lioltcn,        r  no) 
lihode' Island f    Mr.  Ellery, 
Conjiecthntf     Mr.  Sherman 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 
JVcw-York,       Mr.  .lay, 

Duane, 

,  Morris, 
^ew-Jerseyt      "hlr.  Sciidder, 

Fell, 

Permsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong",  no"^ 

Shippen,         no  I 
Atlee,  no  >no 

Muhlenberg,  no 
Wynkoop,  no^ 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  first  resolution,  and  on  the  question, 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

After  considering  the  second  resolution,  when  the  question  thereon  was 
about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Laureas. 

And  on  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Jay, 


DclaivarCf 
Mat-ylutuiy 


no 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

.  Carmichacl, 
.    »  Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
N.-CaroUtw,     Mr.  Penn, 
^  Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Dra}ton, 


S.-  Carolina^ 


N.-Hampshirey  Mr.  Whipple, 
Ma8aa*stts-Baify  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Iloltcn, 

Mhode-Island,    Mr.  LUery, 

Collins, 


Connedicutf 


.A/Vw-KorJt, 


New-Jerstyy 


yii.  Sherman, 
Huntington^ 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Ja\', 
Duane, 
Mon-is, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  Scuddcr, 
Fell, 


Penmylvctnict,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Maryland,       Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 

Virginia,         Mr.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 

^.-Carolina,     Mr,  Penn, 

Burke, 
Sharpen 

S ^Carolina,      Mr.  Laurens, 
.  Iteiylon, 


►no 


no 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  .   .        ..^i.  i 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 


quired  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

N.'Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Ma*m*stt8'Batfy  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
... '  Gerf}', 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
If/iode-hlancly   Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 


fl  . 


being  re- 


CofmecHcut, 
New-York, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Iluntingfton, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Diiane, 
Morris, 
Plo>'d, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
.  Fell, 


Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong",  no' 


Mainland, 


N.-CardUm, 


S.'CaroUna, 


a\tlee, 
Muhlenberg^, 
Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Carmichael, 
Henr}', 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Biu-ke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Dravton, 


av 


►ay 


So  U  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  26,  1779. 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  have  considered  a  letter  from  the 
board  of  war  of  the  21st  of  May,  together  with  a  fresh  application  from  col. 
Melchior,  t>arrack- master  general,  for  200,000  dollars,  in  addition  to  a  like 
sum  granted  the  22d,  and  are  of  opinion,  , 

That  col.  Melchior  be  directed  to  dismiss  all  his  deputies  not  at  this  post 
and  Charlotte ville,  and  make  report  of  the  names  and  stations  of  the  deputy 
barrack -yiasters  so  to  be  dismissed,  to  the  board  of  war,  who  shall  issue  or« 
ders  to  the  quarter-master  general  to  put  the  barracks  under  the  charge  of 
his  deputies :    '  - 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report. 

The  house  being  intori^ed  that  his  excellency  the  president  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  accompanied  by  several  gentlemen,  was  at  the  door,  with  a  petition 
signed  by  a  number  oi  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  of  other 
states,  which  he  desired  might  be  introduced  and  laid  before  Congress  in  the 
manner  most  agreeable  to  tliem.  . 

Ordered,  That  his  excellency  the  president  and  the  gentlemen  accompa- 
nying him  be  introduced,  in  order  that  he  may  present  the  petition. 

Accordingly,  being  introduced,  the  president  addressed  the  house  in  a 
short  speech,  presented  the  petition,  and  withdrew : 

The  petition  was  then  rejid ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration,  with  the  report  of  the 
board  of  treasury  on  finance. 

His  excellency  the  president  of  the  state  having  suggested  that  some  gen- 
tlemen had  signified  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  presenting  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Congress  will  at  all  times,  cheerfully  receive 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituents  upon  every  important  matter  which  maj 
l»ecome  a  subject  of  their  deliberations. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Duane» 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  several  states  on  the  present  situation 
of  affairs,  brought  in  a  new  draught,  which  was  read,  amended,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to  as  follows : 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
Friends  and  Countrymen, 

The  present  situation  of  public  affairs  demands  your  most  serious  atten* 
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tioD»  and  jparttctilarlj  the  great  and  increasing  d^Nwoiatm  of  joar  ooji'imifcty 
mfmrea'the  imtnedlate»  strennova  and  united  dferts  ef  alltrae  frimpAptftP 
their  country,  for  preventing  an  extension  of  the  mischiefs  that  have  alrMlf 
flowed  from  that  sedrce*  .     r  *" 

America,  withont  arms,  ammnnition,  discipline,  reTenney  go^nnient  nr 
ally»  almost  totally  stript  of  commerce,  and  in  the  weakness  of  yoath,  as  it 
were,  with  a- "  staff  and  a  sling"  onlj»  dared,  *'  in  the  namie  of  the  Lonl  of 
Hosts,"  to  engage  a  gigantic  Mversary,  prejpared  at  all  points,  boa<?ting  ef 
his  strength,  and  of  whom  e?en  miehtj  warriors  ^'were  greatly  afraid.-' 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  uncommon  war,  your  representatives 
in  Con2:re-;s  were  obliged  to  emit  paper  money  ;  an  expedient  that  you  knew 
to  have  been  before  generally  and  siiccessfiilly  practised  on  this  continent. 

They  were  very  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  with  whicli  tuo  ft  cf/uent 
emissions  would  be  attended,  and  endeavoured  to  avoid  them.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  established  loan-offices  so  early  as  in  October,  1776,  and  have 
from  tliat  time  to  this,  repeatedly  and  earnestly  solicited  yuu  to  lend  them  mo-' 
iiey  on  the  laith  of  the  United  States.  The  sums  received  on  loanhave  ne- 
vertheless proved  inntl equate  to  the  public  exigencies.  Our  enemies  prose- 
cuting the  war  by  sea  ;ind  land  with  implacable  fury  and  witli  some  success, 
taxation  at  home  and  borrowin^::  abroad,  in  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, were  alike  impracticable.  Hence  the  continued  neccaijity  oi  new 
•  emissiunfi. 

But  to  this  cause  alone  we  do  not  impute  the  evil  before  mentioned.  We 
have  too  mvch  reason  to  believe  it  has  been  in  part  owins  to  the  artifices  eC 
who  ha?e  hastmied  to*enrtch  themselves  by  monopolizing  the  neoeesa- 
ries  of  life,  and  to  the  misconduct  of  inferior  officers  employed  in  thepvUio 
service. 

The  variety  and  importance  bf  the  business  entrusted  to  your  delegates, 
and  their  constant  attendance  in  Congress,  necessarily  disamea  them*  from 
mvestigatine  disorders  of  this  kind.  Justly  apprehensive  of  them,  they,  fay 
their  several  resolutions  of  the  22d  of  Nov.  and  20th  of  Dec.  17779  *fid  of 
the  ddand  9th  of  Feb.  ITTS,  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  executive 
|K>wer8  of  these  states  a  due  attention  to  these  interesting  affairs.  How  far 
those  recommendations  have  been  complied  with,  we  will  not  undertake  to 
determine :  but  we  hold  ourselves  bonud  in  duty  to  you  to  declare,  that  we 
are  not  convinced  there  has  been  as  much  diligence  used  in  detecting  and 
reforming  abuses  as  there  has  been  in  committing  or  complaining  of  them. 

\Vith  regard  to  monopolizers,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  taxes  judicious!  v  laid  " 
on  such  articles  as  become  tlip  objects  of  engrossers,  and  tiiose  frequently 
collected,  would  operate  against  the  pernicious  tendency  of  such  practices. 

As  to  inferior  oi&cers  employed  in  the  public  service,  we  anxiously  desire 
to  call  your  most  vigilant  attentuin  to  their  conduct  with  rcs[)ect  to  every 
species  of  misbehaviour,  whether  proceeding  from  ignorance^  ne»lij2;ence,  or 
fraud,  and  to  the  making  of  laws  for  inflicting  exemplary  puuisiiments  on 
all  offenders  of  this  kind. 

•  We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  some  persons  are  so  slightly  informed  of  their 
own  interests  as  to  suppose  that  it  is  advantageous  to  them  to  sell  the  pro- 
duce of  their  farms  at  enormous  prices,  when  a  little  reilcction  nngiit  ton-  ■ 
vince  them  tliat  it  is  injurious  to  those  interests  and  the  general  welfjfre.  If 
they  expect  thereby  to  purchase  imported  goods  cheaper,  they  wUl  be  egre- 
l^ottsly  disappointed ;  for  the  merchants,  who  know  they  cannot  obtain  re- 
turns  ii>  jBold,  silver,  or  bills  of  exchange,  but  that  their  vessels,  if  loaded, 
here  at  aU,  must  be  loaded  with  produce,  will  faise  the  price  of  what  they 
have  to  sell,  in  protportion  to  the  priee  of  what  they  have  to  hay ;  andveon- 
aequently,  the  land-holder  can  purchase  no  more  foreign  goiids*for  the  same 
quantity  of  hia  prodaee  than  he  could  hefore. 
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The  evil,  however,  does  not  stop  at  this  point.  The  Und-holder^bj  acting 
on  this  mistiken  fcaiculation* »  only  labouring  to  accnmulate  an  immense 
debt  bj  increasing  the  public  expenses,  for  the  payment  of  which  his  estate 
isenga^e^l,  and  to  embarrass  every  measure  adopted  for  vindicating  ius 
liberty  and  securing  his  prosperity. 

Af  the  liarvests  of  this  year,  which,  bv  the  divine  goodness,  promise  to  be 
pleutiful,  will  soon  be  gathered,  aritl  some  new  measures  relating  to  your  fo- 
re!^ concerns,  with  some  arrangements  relating  to  yum  ilomestic,  are  now 
under  consideration,  iVom  which  beneficial  ellects  are  expected)  we  enter- 
tah  hopes  that  your  affairs  will  acquire  a  much  greater  d^;ne  of  regularity 
tad  efiergy  than  they  ha^  hitherto  had* 

Bat  we  should  behighly  crimtnal  if  we  did  net  plainly  tell  you  that  those 
hopes  are  not  founded  wholly  upon  our  own  proceedings.  1 se  must  be 
supported  by  your  virtue,  your  wisdom  and  your  diligence.  BVom  the  ad- 
vanta^  of  those  seats  in  the  national  eouiytl  mik  whm  yon  have  hon6ured 
us,  we  have  a  pleasing  prospect  of  many  blessings  approaching  this  our  na* 
tivn  land.    It  is  your  patriotism  must  introduce  and  fix  them  here. 

In  vain  will  it  he  for  your  delf^srates  to  form  plans  of  economy,  to  strive 
to  stop  a  continuation  ui  tMiiissioiis  by  taxation  or  loan,  if  you  do  not  zealous- 
ly co-operate  with  them  in  jnumoting  their  de?iy:ns,  ami  use  yonr  utmost  in- 
dustry to  prevent  the  waste  of  money  in  tlie  expenditure,  whicli  your  respec- 
tive situatioHb  iu  the  several  places  where  it  is  expended,  may  enable  ^ou 
h>  do.  A  discharge  of  this  dfuty  and  a  compliaaoe  miA  recogigiehdations 
ftr  supplying  money,  might  enable  Congress  to  speedy  assiixanfles  to 
the  public  that  no  more  emissions  shall  take  plaee»  and  mmj  close  that 
aource  of  depreciation. 

Your  governments  being  now  established,  and  your  ability  to  c<»itend  with 
your  invaders  ascertained,  we  have,  on  the  most  mature  deliberation,  judged 
it  indispensably  necessary  to  call  npon  van  for  45,000.000  of  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  tlie  15,000,000  required  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of 
Jan.  last,  to  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasury  before  the  Ist  day  of  Jan. 
t:ext,  in  the  same  proportion,  as,  to  the  quotas  of  tlie  several  states,  with  that 
fur  the  said  15,000,000. 

It  appeal  ed  proper  to  us  to  fix  tlie  1st  day  of  next  Jan.  for  the  payment 
of  the  whole;  but  as  it  is  probable  that  some  states,  if  not  ali>wiU  raise 
part  of  the  sums  by  instalments  or  otherwise  hsforis  thai  time,  we  recooi- 
mend,  in  the  strongest  manner^  the  paying  as  much  as  can  be  collected  as 
teen  as  possible  into  the  continental  treasury. 

Though  it  is  manifest  that  moderate  taxation  in  times  of  peace  will  reco- 
ver the  credit  of  your  cnrrenoy,  yet  the  encoiiraiiiement  whioh  yonr  enemies 
derive  from  its  depreciation,  and  the  present  exigencies^  demand  great  and 
8pp*»dv  exertions, 

VV  e  are  persuadefl  vou  will  use  all  [)ossible  care  to  make  the  promotion  of 
general  welfare  interfere  as  little  as  may  be  with  the  ease  and  comfort 
of  individuals:  but  though  the  raising  these  sums  should  press  heavily  on 
Some  of  our  cinistituents,  yet  the  obligations  we  feel  to  your  venerable  cler- 
^y,  the  truly  helpless  widows  and  orphans,  your  most  gallant,  generous^  me- 
ritorious officm  and  soldiers,  the  puUio  fidta  and  the  oosamon  wnal^  so^ irre- 
sistibly urge  us  to  attempt  the  appreciation  of  yonr  currency,  that  we  cannot 
withhohl  obedience  to  tims  autnoritative  benaattona. 

On  this  sufa|ect  we  will  only  add,  that  as  therulea  of  justice  am.moit 
pleasing  to  our  infinitely  good  and  gracious  Creator,  and  an  adiicrence  to 
them  most  likely  to  obtain  his  favor,  so  thcj  will  ever  be  found  to  be  the  best 
^nd  safest  maxims  of  hnman  policy. 

To  our  constituents  we  submit  the  propriety  and  purity  of  our  intentions, 

^ell  kuQwmg  they  wiU  not  foj;get,  that  we  lay  no  burihena  upon  theui)  but 
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tbose  in  which  we  participate  mih  them  ;  a  happy  syflApathy*  ti^t  pervade! 
societies  formed  on  the  luisis  of  etfual  liberty.   Many  careR»  many  labors, 

ami  may  we  not  add,  reproaches,  are  peculiar  to  us.  These  are  the  emolu- 
ments of  our  unsolicited  stations ;  and  with  these  we  are  content,  if  you 
approve  our  conduct.  If  you  du  uot,  we  shall  return  to  our  private  condition 
with  no  other  regret,  than  that  which  will  arise  trora  our  not  havin»  served 
you  as  acceptably  and  essentially  as  we  wished  and  strove  to  do,  though  as 
cheerfully  and  faithfully  as  we  could. 

Think  net  we  despair  of  the  comeonwealUi,  or  endeavor  to  shrink  from 
eppeduff  difficulties.  Ne«  Yonr  ceiue  ie  toe  goed»  je«r  eljec^s  ioe  Meifd 
to  be  reunqnished.  We  tell  you  tnithe,  becaiue  joii  ere  Iromen  whi»  een 
bear  to  hcer  them  and  majr  profit  by  them ;  and  when  they  reach  TOttreoenii«t» 
we  fear  net  the  conseqnencea,  because  we  are  not  ig^ierant  of  their  remraei 
or  own  own.  Let  your  good  sense  decide  npon  thc^mpariaen*  Letevtu 
their  prejudiced  understandings  decide  upon  it^  and  yon  need  net  be  appm* 
hensive  of  the  determination. 

W  liatever  supposed  advantages  from  plans  of  rapine,  projects  of  blood, 
or  dreams  of  doioiuatton,  may  heretofore  have  amused  their  infiamed  tan- 
cics,  the  conduct  ol  one  moiicircli,  tlie  friend  and  protector  of  the  rv^hts  of 
mankind,  has  turned  the  scale  i»o  luucli  against  them,  that  their  visionary 
schemes  vanish  as  the  unwhoiesome  vapours  of  night  before  Uic  healthful  in* 
flnencce  of  the  sen. 

.  An  alliance  has  been  fmned  between  VuH  nmet  Christian  maj  ebty  and  these 
states,  on  the  basis  of  the  most  perfect  dlqoality*  for  the  direct  end  of  main- 
taining effectnaliy  their  liberty,  siMrer«%nty  ana  independence*  abaolnte  and 

unlimited,  as  wefi  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce.   The  condast 

of  our  good  and  great  ally  towards  us,  in  this  instance  and  others,  has  so 

fully  manifested  his  sincevifv  and  kindues*^,  as  toescitef  on  OlUr part, oories- 
pondent  sentiments  of  confidence  and  adcciioii. 

Observing  the  interest  of  his  kingdon!.  to  which  duty  and  inclination 
prompted  his  attention,,  to  be  connected  with  those  of  America,  and  the 
combination  of  both  clearly  to  coincide  with  the  beneficent  designs  ot  tiie 
Author  of  Nature,  who  uiu^ueAiionabiy  intended  men  to  partake  uf  ceitaiu 
riglits  and  portions  of  happiness,  his  majesty  {)erceiv^  the  attainmeflft  sf 
these  views  to  be  founded  en  the  single  proposition  ef  a  separation  between 
Americnand  Great'Britein. 

The  resentment  and  confoston  of  yonr  eneames  will  point  out  io  yon  tbe 
ideas  you  should  entertain  of  the  magnantmit/  and  consmnaate  wisdom  sf 
his  most  Christian  majesty  on  this  occasion. 

They  perceive,  that  selecting  this  grand  and  just  idea  from  all  those  spe» 
cious  ones  that  mi«^ht  have  confused  or  misled  inferioi^judgment  or  virtue, 
and  satisfied  with  tlie  advantag:es  which  must  result  from  that  event  alone, 
'  he  has  cemented  the  liarinony  bet  ween  himself  and  these  states,  not  only  U) 
establishing  a  reciprocity  of  bencllts,  but  by  eradicating  every  cause  of  jea- 
lousy and  suspicion.  They  also  perceive  with  similar  emotions,  that  the  mo- 
deration of  our  ally,  in  not  deslriog  an  acquisition  of  dominion  on'  tMs 
continent,  or  an  exolnsien  of  other  nations  from  a  share  of  its  commeretsi 
advantages,  so  useful  to  thesih  hiui  gtfen  no  alarm  to  those  naliensf  but  In 
fact  has  interested  themin  theaccomplisbawnt  of  his  generous  undertaking, 
to  dissolve  the  monopeJ^  thereef  by  Great-Britain,  which  has  already  con- 
tributed to  elevate  her  present  power  and  haughtiness,  and  threatened  if  €00- 
tinned  to  laise  both  to  a  height  insupportable  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 

In  short,  their  own  best  informed  statesmen  and  writers  confess  that  your 
cause  is  exceedingly  favored  by  courts  and  people  in  that  quarter  ot  the 
world,  while  that  oTyour  adversaries  is  equally  reprobated;  and  from  thence 
draw  ouunous  and  well  grounded  conclusions,  that  the  final  event  (nuit  piQve 
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rtuMlA  l»  tli0  ktter.'  Indeed,  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  liiat 
we  sMI  saoo  form  other  allianceB*  and  on  principles  ,ho&or^ile  and  beoe- 
fia^  .lD  these  states. 

J|fiUuated  as  your  enemies  have  been  from  the  bmnning  of  this  contest, 
il^jjpMl  ioMigUie  they  can  now  iatter  themselves  ifitn  a  hope  of  coni|vering 
Mtaimteas  joQ  are  fiidse  to  jourselvcs  ? 

When  unprepared,  undisciplined,  and  unsupported^  you  opposed  their 
ieets  and  armies  in  full  conjoined  force*  then*  if  at  any  timef  was  conquest 
to  be  apprehended.  Yet  what  progress  towards  it  have  their  violent  and  in- 
cessant eflforts  made?  Judge  from  their  own  conduct.  Having  devoted  you 
to  bondage,  and  after  vainly  wasting  their  blood  and  treasure  in  the  disho- 
norable enterprise,  they  deigned  at  length  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation, 
with  respectful  addresses,  to  that  once  despised  body,  the  Congress,  whose 
humble  supplications  unly  for  peace,  liberty  and  safety,  they  had  contempt- 
uously rejected,  under  pretence  ot  its  beino^  an  unconstitutional  assembly. 
Nay,  more  ;  desirous  of  seducing  you  into  a  deviation  from  the  paths  of  rec- 
titude, from  which  they  had  so  tar  and  so  rashly  wandered,  they  made  most 
specious  oifers  to  tempt  you  into  a  violation  of  your  faith  given  to  your  illus- 
IrkiQS  ally.  Their  arts  were  as  unavailing  as  their  arras.  Foiled  again,  and 
stung  with  rat^e,  embittered  by  envy,  they  had  no  alternative,  but  to  renounce 
the  iiiglorious  and  ruinous  controversy,  or  to  resume  their  former  modes  of 
prosecuting  it.  They  choose  the  latter.  Again  the  savages  are  stimulated 
to  horrid  massacres  cir  women  and  children,  and  domestics  to  the  murder  of 
their  Hiaaters*  Agpdn  ear  Ivrave  and  unhappy  brethren  are  doomed  to  misera* 
UiAmtlM  in  JaiU  and  prison  ships.  To  complete  the  saof^inary  system,  all 
dm   extremities  of  war"  are  bj  anthoritr  denounced  a^inst  jou. 

PImmIj  endeavor  to  derive  this  consolation  from  tlieir  remorseless  fuiy, 
that  ifam  Father  of  Mercies'^  looks  doW&  with  dbapnrobation  on  such  au- 
dadoiiB  defiances  of  his  holy  laws  ;aiid  be  further  comforted  with  recollect- 
ing, that  the  arms  assumed  by  you  in  your  ri^teous  cause,  have  not~been 
snUied.bj  avj^  unjustifiable  severities* 

Your  enemies,  despAiring^  however*  as  it  seems,  of  the  success  of  their 
unsted  forces  against  onf  main  army,  have  divided  them,  as  if  their  design 
was  loJuwaia  jou  by  predatory,  ddmltorj  operations.  If  you  ar^^  assiduous 
in  hnproving  opportunities,  Saratoga  may  not  be  the  only  spot  on  this  conti- 
nent to  give  a  new  denomination  to  the  baffled  troops  of  a  nation  impiously 
priding  herself  in  notions  (»f  her  onmipotence. 

Rouse  yourselves,  therefore,  that  this  campaign  may  finish  the  great  work, 
vou  have  so  nobly  carried  on  for  several  years  past.    What  nation  ever  en- 
gaged in  such  a  contest  under  such  a  complication  of  disadvantages,  so  soon 
surmounted  many  of  them,  and  in  so  short  a  period  of  time  had  so  certain  a 
prospect  of  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion.    We  will  venture  to  pronounce 
that  so  remarkable  au  instance  exists  not  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  We 
well  remember  what  you  said  at  the  commencement  of  this  war.    You  saw 
the  immense  dittcrence  between  your  circumstances  and  those  of  your  ene- 
mies, and  you  knew  the  quarrel  must  decide  on  no  less  than  your  lives,  li- 
berties, and  eatates.    All  these  you  greatly  put  to  every  hazard,  resolving 
rather  to  die  freemen  than  to  live  slaves;  and  justice  wdl  oblige  the  impar- 
I  tu|)  world  to  confess  you  have  uniformly  acted  on.  the  same  generous  princi- 
!  |M»  Consider  how  much  you  have  done*  and  how  comparatively  little  re- 
mini  to  be  done  to  crown  you  with  success.  Persevere,  and  jou  ensure 
pMce,  freadom,  safety,  glory»  sovereignty,  and  felicity^  to  yourselves,  your 
dnldren»  and  your  ehildien's  children. 

Bneoniiiged  by  favors  already  received  from  infinite  goodness,  gratefully 
aeknowledgine  them,  earneslly  imploring  their  continuance,  consUntly.en- 
dt%Torinf  to  waw  them  down  on  your  heads  by  an  amendment  of  your  lives. 
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and  a  conformity  to  the  divine  will,  humblj  confiding  in  the  protection  bo  oTtea 
and  wonderfoliy  experienced,  TisorcniBly  employ  Sie  means  placed  by  Pro- 
vidence in  jour  hands,  for  compiettng  jour  labors. 

Fill  np  jonr  battalions :  be  prepared  in  everj  part  to  repel  the  incnrsions 
of  yoor  enemies  ;  place  your  several  quotas  in  the  continental  treasury ;  lend 
money  for  public  uses  ;  sink  the  emissions  of  your  respective  states  ;  provide 
effectually  lor  expediting  the  conveyance  of  supplies  for  your  armies  and 
fleets,  and  for  your  allies  ;  prevent  the  produce  of  tlie  country  from  being 
monopolized  :  effectually  supei  i!iti»nd  the  behaviour  of  public  oflScers  ; 
diligently  promote  piety,  virtue,  bn)tli(^Hy  love,  learning,  frugality,  and  mo- 
deration ;  and  may  you  be  approved  before  Almighty  God  worthy  of  Uiose 
blessings  wc  devoutly  wish  you  to6njoy. 

Done  in  Congress,  by  unanimons  consent,  this       day  of  May,  one  thoa- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine. 

JOHN  JAir,  Fmiie^. 
Attest,  CHARLES  THOMSON,  8emtarj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fleming,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Jiesolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to  consider,  whether  h 
be  expedient  that  so  manj  hortes  be  forthwith  purchased  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  remonnt  such  of  colonel  .Baylor's  resiment  as  are  without  borses,  aid 
to  make  such  order  therein  as  they  nay  judge  will  best  pn>n^ote  the  service 
of  tlie  United  Sutea. 

FRIDAY,  .Iftiy  d8, 1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  tlie  treasury  board  on  finance;  and  tbereupon  came  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  the  greatest  economy  shouMbe 

introduced  into  the  public  expenditures  : 

lii'solved.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  strict  enquiry 
into  tlie  establishments  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  respective  boards  and 
departments,  and  to  consider  and  report  tne  retrenchments  and  reformations 
which  shall  ap|>€ar  to  be  practicable  and  expedient ;  and  that  they  liave  power 
to  call  lor  returns  from  the  offices,  and  for  information  from  the  officers  of 
any  department,  and  to  confer  thereon  with  the  commander  in  chief:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.fcfcudder. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  iNJr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  consider  of,  and, 
if  they  jud^c  it  expedient,  report  apian  for  anticipating  the  taxes  recommend- 
ed to  be  raised  in  the  several  states  by  the  suMcriptions  of  public  spirited 
individuals,  to  be  repaid  when  the  tax  shall  be  collected. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  will  be 
impracticable  to  carry  on  the  war  by  paper  emissions  at  the  present  enor- 
mous  expenses  of  the  commissary  general's,  quarter-master  general's,  and 
medical  departments  :  that  it  appears  to  them  that  a  general  opinion  pre- 
vails, that  one  causae  of  the  alarmino:  (  \  pauses  in  these  departments  arises 
from  allowing  cmumissions  to  the  nutiierous  persons  employed  in  purchasing 
for  the  army,  and  that  a  very  general  dissatisfaction  has  taken  place  on  that 
account  among  the  citizens  of  these  United  States  ;  and  that,  in  their  opinion, 
it  is  necessary  to  put  the  said  departments  on  a  different  footing  with  respect 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  money  :^ 

Resolvid,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tbree,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  purpose ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr*  Dfick^ 
inson,  Mr. Huntington,  and  Mr. Burke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

Emlved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  constder  Qie  mutft 
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advisable  made  ot  negotiating  a  foreign  loan,  to  what  amount,  and  in  what 
ma^nei:  .the  same  maj  be  most  advantageously  applied  to  the  Q3e  of  the 
states:  the  membem ehosen,  Mr.  Dickiimn,  Mr.  Moraity  and  Mr. Smith. 

SATURDAY.  JUay  a9,  1779. 
^hmgyew  taking  into  eonsideratioii  a  report  of  the  eominittee  on  the  trea- 

That  the  pa  j-raaster  general  shall  keep  his  office  in  the  place 
vhere  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold  their  sessions  : 
33uit  he  be  allowed  to  employ  as  many  clerks  as  shaU  be  jadged 

necessary  by'  the  board  of  treasury. 

Tliat  he  be  authorized  to  soperiotend  the  sevenil  deputy  pay-masters 
goDeral,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  monthly  returns  to  him  and  reason* 
able  applications  for  money  for  the  use  of  the  armj  ;  to  follow  his  directions 
in  the  mode  of  keeping  their  accoants,aBd  all  other  matters  relative  to  their 
office  t 

That  all  accounts  of  advances  made  by  any  of  the  states,  or  any  officer 
or  person  whatsoever,  for  the  pay  of  the  continental  army  or  for  the  recruit- 
ing service,  shall  he  delivered  to  the  deputy  pay -master  general  of  the  dis- 
trict where  such  advances  may  be  made  ;  and  tlie  said  deputies  are  hereby 
directed  Ut  keep  a  copy  of  such  accounts  in  a^iook  to  be  provided  by  them 
for  (hat  purpose*  and  to  transmit  the  originals  immediately  to  the  pay -mas- 
ter general : 

That  the  pay-master  general  shall  keep  regular  books,  and  charge  therein 
all  monies  that  have  been,  or  may  be  advanced  to  the  deputies  in  the  several 
departments:  and  when  he  receives  their  monthly  returns  shall  give  thehi 
credit  tor  the  same,  charging  the  several  regiments  or  persons  to  whom  such 
advances  have  been  made,  and  transmitting  their  accounts  to  the  auditors  of 
the  army  respectively :  .       . » 

That  the  auditors  of  the  army  in  the  several  districts  <make  monthly 
ittar«a  to  the  paymaster-general  of  the  accounts  settled  in  their  office,  par- 
tlenUurly  specifying  the  manner  in  which  such  accoants  were  balanced*  and 
tiie  4a«s  et  the  setUemeat  t 

That  a  deputy  pay-master-general  be  appoipted  for  the  army,  under  the 
mwnidiitr  command  of  his  eicellency  general  Washington. . 

Resoh^f  That  it  be  referr^  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury  to  consider 
and  report  the  allowances  of  nay  to  be  made  to  the  deputy  pay-master 
general  at  the  main  army,  as  well  as  to  thedeputv  pay-masters  general  in  the 
ether  districts,  and  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  deputy  pay-masters  general. 

Resolved^  That  the  assistant  auditor-general  and  the  secretary  of  the 
boani  of  treasury  be  respectively  allowed  the  same  salary  as  is  granted  to  a 
cemniissioner  of  the  chamber  of  accounts. 

In  consequence  of  a  nomination  by  the  board  of  treasury,  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  an  assistant  auditor-generftl,  and  a  secretary  to  the 
board  of  treasury;  and,  the  ballets  being  taken,  Joseph  Nourse  was  elected 
assistant  auditor-general ;  Robert  Troup  secretary  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury, 
liesolvedy  That  William  Collailay,  M attiiew  iStrong,  James  Johnson,  Samuel  ' 
Nicholas,  William  Gray,  John  Grail,  jr.  Jacob  Masoner,  John  Hazzlewood 
and  Daniel  VV  ister,  are  appointed  signers  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  G.  Clinton,  governor  of  the  state  of  New-York^ 
was  read,  enclosing  copies  of  sundry  papers,  viz.  No.  1.  A  petition  of  the 
committees  of  Cumberland  county;  2.  A  letter  of  colonel  Patterson  of  Cum- 
berland county  to  governor  Clinton,  May  5th,  1779 ;  3.  Governor  Clinton's 
letter  of  May  14th,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  committees  of  Cumber- 
)aiid  county;  4.  A  printed  pamphlet,  entitled,  A  public  defence  of  the  right 
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of  the  New-HamfMhtre  gimifts,  te.  ttd  suiMlrj  other  papen  retttiTe  t»  the 

dispute  between  the  state  of  New-York  and  the  inhabitantB  of  a  cortlii  dii* 

trict  stiling  themselves  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Vermont. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  bv  Mr.  Drayton, 

**Th»t  whenever  the  house  shall  o;o  into  a  conimittee  ot  tho  whoiOt  the 
chairin:iii  be  choserrbj  thecommiitee  by  ballot." 

On  tlie  question  to  agree  to  thls^  tlie  j^eas  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Morris, 


N-Hampihirey  Mr.  \V  hippie. 


Mma*ttl^Bay,  Ifr.  8 

Holteii, 

Jtikjik-bhmd,    l^Ir.  Ellery, 

Coltiits 

Covmecfiett^    Kr!  Shemian, 

liuntingtoi^ 
Stw-Ynrkt      Mr.  Jay, 

Buane, 

Idioms, 

Floyd, 

Sp  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


A'eTP-Jertq/,      Mr.  Scudder, 
PtMHUj/immUf  Mr.  Amrtron^j 

~"  Ippen, 


Iklawartf 
Man/land, 


51- 


Muhlenbei^, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichse^ 

.Tciiifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming, 
M^.  Burke* 
Mr.  Dnyton, 


MONDAY,  Mkttf  $U  1779. 

Conj;ress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commlttt^oa 
the  treasury  rehitiTO  to  ftnance*  and  particolarlj  that  part  wherein  thej 
recommend. 

That  million  of  dollars^  or  such  a  part  hereof    flhall  be  brought 

into  the  continental  loan-offices,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  ]iezt>  be 

borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

On  the  question, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  first  blank  be  filled  with  the  word  "  twenty,"  and  the 

second  with  ihe  word  "  October." 

A  niotiuti  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  to 
strike  out  the  word  "oflices,"  in  order  to  insert  in  Heu  tliereof  the  words 
••office  where  Congress  shall  sit;"  and,  on  the  question,  shall  the  word 
t)ffices stand?  The  yeas  and  imy  :  bein^  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

ay  y^y 

m  1 


jPf.'Hampafiire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MmtftttB-Bayt  Mr.  8.  Adam^ 

Geny, 

Novell, 
Uolten, 

Wtode-Llandf   M*.  Elleiy, 


iVVw-iarAr, 
J^ew-Jertei/, 


Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntiugtun, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Witiiei-spoon, 


PtnmyiiatuOt  hh\  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlec, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
miene, 
Jfiryfiou^      Mr.  Phrter, 

Camiicha^ 
Hennr, 

JOUKT, 

fWMi,  lir.8miai. 

Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Mr.  Peon, 


ay 


N.-CaroUna, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  Uie  a&rmative. 


Sharpe, 
Mr.  I>ntytoa, 


TUESDAY,  June  I,  1779. 
According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  was  resoWed  into  a  comnu^ 
tee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair;  simI 
Mr.  Plater  reported*  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  haye  taken  into  MfiU' 


Digitizeo  ^OOgle 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRBSS*  1779. 


&9r 


deration  the  letter  of  the  I8th  of  May,  from  his  excellency  governor  Clin- 
toii»the  petition  of  the  committees  of  Cumberland  countj^the  letter  of  colo- 
nel Patterson  to  gpTernor  Clinton^  governor  Ciinton'ft  answer,  &c.«nd  have 
come  to  Bvndry  resolntioDS  thereon,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  s 

The  report  netng  read,  Congress  thereopon  came  to  the  following  reso* 
litisoai 

Whereas  divers  applications  have  been  made  to  Consress  on  the  part  of 
Ae  atale  of  New- York  and  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  relative  to  dis- 
tnrbances  and  aoimosities  amon^  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  known  ]bj 
the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,"  praying  their  interference  for 
the  quieting  thereof ;  Congress  having  taken  the  same  into  consideration, 

Reaohitei,^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  inhabitants  of 
a  certain  district  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  and 
enquire  into  the  reasons  why  they  refuse  to  continue  citizens  of  the  respec- 
tive states  which  heretofore  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  said  district ;  for 
that  as  Congress  are  in  duty  bound  on  the  unc  hand  to  preserve  inviolate 
the  rights  ot  the  several  states,  so  on  the  other  they  will  always  be  careful 
to  provide  that  the  justice  due  to  the  states  does  not  interfere  with  the  jus-, 
tice  which  may  be  due  to  individuals: 

That  the  said  committee  confer  with  the  said  inhabitants,  and  that  they 
take  every  prudent  measure  to  promote  an  amicable  settlement  of  all  dif- 
ferences, and  prevent  divisions  and  animosities  so  prejudicial  to  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  thia  subject  be  postponed  un- 
til the  said  committee  shall  have  made  report. 
Ordered^  That  they  report  specially  and  with  all  convenient  speed. 
Previotts  to  passing  the  first  resolntiott* 

A  motion  was  mac^  Imt  Mr.  Henry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  to  strike 
out  the  word  **  several,^  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  ^  United  and*  on  the 
question,  shall  the  word  several  stand?  The  yeas  and  nays  being  requiied 
by  Mr.  Henry^ 


jy.-J9iinw«ft<re,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Ma»9*tn9'Bajfi  Ifr.  Gerry, 

Bhode-IsUmdf    Mr.  Bllqry, 


CmmeeUeuit 


Mr.  Shiimnaii, 
Huntiiigtoiit 

'  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

UoiTia* 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Witherspo<^ 

Sciidder, 

Fell,  ' 


ay  >-ay 


no  yno 


ay 
no 


Pewisylvania, 


Maryland^ 


N^CaniUna, 


Ifir.  Aniifllrong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 
M'Clene, 
Wynkoop, 
Ifr.  Plater, 
Camudiae], 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smilli, 

Griffin, 

Flemini^ 
Mr.  Pent), 

Burke, 

Sliarpe, 
Ifr.  Dragon, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  * 
Eesolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  committee. 
Baqlved,  mammoudf.  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  New-Tork,  that  a  more  early  attention  wou|d  have  been  paid  tp  the 
pressing  applicatioiis  of  that  state,  relating  to  the  disturbances  mentioned  in 
his  several  letters*  had  It  not  been  pretented  by  matters  of  the  greatest  im- 
fMirtanee;  and  that  Congress  will  continne  to  pay  equal  attention  to  the 
rights  of  that  state  with  those  of  other  states  in  the  union. 

Ordmd,  That  Mr.  Plater  have  leave  of  absence. 

«  < 

WEDNESDAY,  June  2,  1779. 
Bett^ived,  That  the  ^eoinmittee  to  repair  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  New- 
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Jiarapshire  liraDts,  consist  oi  tive,  any  three  of  whom  to  be  empowered  to 
act:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  £iiswprtb,  lir.  £dwardt«  Mr.  Witherspoon^ 
Mr.  Atiec,  and  Mr.  Rdot. 

The  committee  uu  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Maolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  eosage  snch  per- 
sons^  and  on  snch  terms  as  the^  maj  wink  nroper,  to  sign  w  continental 
iiiUs  of  mdit,  reporting,  from  time  to  time9.«Mir  nanea  to  Congresa. 

Reaohedy  That  a  aenber  bo  added  to  the  conunittoe  on  the  treasniy  In 
the  room  of  Mr.  Laogworthyi  the  neniber  chosen^  Mr.  Wjnkoop. 

Co  motion  of  the  aiarine  committee, 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  marine  committee,  one  in  the 
room  ot  Mr.  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  and  the  other  in  the  room  of  Mr, 
R.  H.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  wlio  ate  absent:  the  members  choaeny  Mr. Hunting- 
toa»  fjor  Connecticut ;  Mr.  Fleming  for  Vifginia. 

THURSDAY,  Jtme  S,  1779. 

Mr.  Lewis«  a  delegate  from  New -York,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 

Conmss. 

Tkt  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Spcncerf  Mr.  Atiee,  Mr.  Sendder,  to 
whom  was  reflBfred  a  letter  Uom  hrigadier*general  Thompson  and  col.  Webb^ 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  sundry  otherSyrepresenting»  ^that  ^n.  Clintoa 
had  consented  to  their  retiring  into  the  country  on  parole,  nntd  such  time 
as  they  shall  be  called  for;  and  that  he  required  in  return  that  they  should 
obtain  permission  for  generals  Philips  and  Reidesel,  with  their  aids-de-camp, 
and  capt  Watterson  of  the  21st  regiment,  to  go  into  New-York  on  the  same 
condition  ;  and  praying  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  comply  with  the 
said  proposal  for  their  parole  exchange,"  brought  m  a  report;  Whereupoii, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  coiraaaiider  in  chief  be  authorized  to  make  such  and 
so  many  parole  exciiaages  as  he  shall,  fiom  tuue  to  lime,  judge  beueiicial  or 
expedient 

FRIDAY.  Juw  4,  1779* 
The  committee  on  the  treasury,  report, 

••That  the  board  htwin"-  considered  a  letter  from  Ebcne/.er  Hfincock,  de- 
puty  pay-inaster  t^eneral  in  the  eastern  tlepartment,  dated  May  2Uth,  request- 
ing that  a  sum  of  money  be  remitted  for  the  use  of  the  military  chest  at  Bos- 
ton: that  1,200,000  dollars  having  been  drawn  out  ot  the  treasury  for  tha 
use  of  the  detachment  of  the  army  to  the  eastward,  and  ordered  into  the 
hands  of  Beniamiu  bteile,  an  a^disiaut  to  Mr.  Hancock,  in  addition  to  100,000 
dellara  which  he  is  to  receive  of  Natibaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  lean*office  in  the  state  of  Massachnsetts-Baj;  thej  are  of 
opinion  it  is  nnnecessary  to  keep  two  distinct  military  chests  for  the  service 
of  one  detachment;"  Whereupon, 

^  iUmdved,  That  E.  Hancock  repair  to  the  detachment  of  the  army  at  Pro- 
vidence, and  take  the  charge  of  me  nulitary  chest  there,  and  that  the  sums 
requisite  for  the  service  of  Boston  be  supplied  out  of  the  said  chest. 

msntved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  State?, 
be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of 
the  United  States. 

Tiiat  the  bills  shall,  excepting  tlie  nunibers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emissions  directed  on  the  5th  ol  May  last, and  be  cambered  Irom  the 
last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  follow* 
it)g  denominations,  viz. 

45,455  bills  of  60  dollars  each,  2,727,300  45,45Sbinf  ofSdolkncMiit  363,640 
45,455  do.     50  -  2,272,750    45,455  do.  '  7  -  318,185 

45,455  do.     40  -  .'       1,818,200    43^$  do.     5  -  '2:^7,385 

45,455  do.      30  -  l,.l6^,r^50   

45,455  do.     20  -  9ul,iU0  '  glO,000,100 


t 
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SATURDAY,  June  5,  1779. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  rtad; 
Whereupon, 

JlMuloecl*  That  the  report  of  the  eommittee  on  the  treasury  of  March  ITIli, 
1779,  be  re-considered. 

The  said  report  being  read.  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  a  receipt  of  William  Palfrey«  pay-master  f^eneraU  dated  tlie 
Ist  of  July.  1 777,  and  other  cyidence,  it  appears  that  Elias  Boudinot  supplied 
him  with  2000  dollars  in  bills  of  credit  intended  to  have  been  placed  in  the 
continental  funds;  that  in  consequence  of  a  refusal  of  John  Rorden,  esq,, 
commissioner  of  tlie  continental  loan-ofTice  in  New- Jersey,  to  issue  certifi- 
cates in  part  of  a  warrant  drawn  on  h'un  by  the  president  of  Congress  in  fa- 
vor of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  the  matter  has  been  suspended : 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  said  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  in  faTOur 
of  the  said  Etias  Boudinot,  for  3000  dollars,  ht  toa]iH>fllce  certiieates,  bear* 
log  date  the  Ist  of  July,  1777,  in  Ml  for  alike  sum  delivered  by  him  tol/Vil- 
liam  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Accor4ing  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  iJie  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M. 
Smith,  Mr»  Cannichael,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Searle,  on  .the  memorial  of 
Mr.  de  Francey,  which  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  Mr.  de  Francey'a  memorial  was  committed, 
report. 

That  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  Congress,  they  have  conferred  with 
Mr.  de  Francey : 

That  he  has  delivered  to  tlie  committee  divers  invoices  of  cargoes  shipped 
,  in  France  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  viz.  cargo  by  the  Amphitrite,  and  into* 
^  rest  toSlst  March,  1779, 782,827  IWres ;  Seine,  6«r,515 ;  Mereare,  700ydd4  } 
Amelie,  280,174;  Therese,  985^17;  Mere  Bobie,  66,750;  Marie  Catharine, 
148,075 ;  Flamand,  545,416.— Also,  a  genera)  account  of  disbnrsesAents  by 
Mono.  Cambasse,  at  Cape  Francois,  for  porchasing  Bermudian  beats  to  take 
the  cargoes  of  the  Amelie  and  Therese,  115,000;  demurrage  paid  Mr. 
Monthieu,  on  the  Therese>  Flamand,  and  Amphitrite,  agreeable  to  contract 
^vilh  Mr.  BeaiinTarchais,  141,400,  and  of  sums  advanced  to  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
rind  paid  by  his  order,  together  with  interest,  144,524,  making  4,547,593 
livrea  ;  equal  to  198,957  sterling,  or  thereabouts  ;  on  which  no  commission 
IS  yet  charged,  nor  premium  of  insurance,  if  insuratice  was  made.  The  ar- 
ticles of  commission  and  insurance,  as  well  as  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  account 
in  seneral,  is  committed  for  adjustment  to  the  commissioners  of  these  states 
to  the  court  of  Yersatltes* 

In  abatement  of  the  sbcivementioned  smn,  Mr.  de  Fraficer  adants  sbont 
300,000  livres,  ordSl$,125  sterling,  and  115}  hogsheads  of  tolMcco,  exported 
in  the  Fier  Roderiqoe^  the  net  jproeeedsof  which  remain  unsettled ,  Mr. 
Francey  also  supposes  there  are  farther  charge  to  be  brought  tothe  debit  of 
the  general  account,  and  intimates  tliat  there  may  be  some  few  errors  in  the 
invoices,  but  requests  that  the  commercial  committee  may  be  directed  to  en- 
ter on  their  books  the  amount  of  the  invoices  as  they  now  stand,  remarking 
that  errors  may  l)e  hereafter  redressed .  Mr.  Francejr,  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  the  24th  of  May,  1 779,  writes — 

•*Mr.  Beau marchais's  claims  a^^ainst  Congress  amount  to  about  §^200,000 
•terlinfcnot  including  the  commission  and  other  charges,  as  these  aie  to  be 
lictermuied  betuveen  the  American  cemmiiftsioaers  and  Mr.  Beaomarchaisy 
>n  France*  It  Is  not  in'  my  power  to  fia  at  tiiis  moment  the  exact  amount  of 
the  debt,  but  I  am  rerr  certain  it  will  eieeed  SfUiOfiOO  i  in  order  to  discbarge 
part  of  it  directly,  I  would  propoae  to  have  bills  drawn  bf  Congress  upon 
uie  plentpotentiaiy  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Parisi  to  the  order  of 
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Mr.  Beaumarchais,  payable  at  the  end  of  three  years,  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  annuall/for  the  amount  of  100,000  sterling,  in  50  bills  of 
£2000  each.  In  the  mean  while  I  should  wish  that  produce  of  this  countcj 
maid  be  ^rchwed  to  load  without  delay  some  vessels  which  I  expect  dailr, 
and  by  which  I  will  receitre  all  the  papers  "tiiat  may  be  necessary  to  setde 
finally  this  transaction.'* 

From  the  several  accounts  abovementlonedt  all  which  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Congress*  It  appears  ihat  Mr  Bttuimarchais  has  a  jut 
claim  on  these  states  for  a  large  sum  of  money/  bot  it  is  not  in  their  psnwt 
with  any  decree  of  exaetness,  to  ascertain  the  amonnt. 

They  beg  leave  torecoitimepd  to  Congress^ 
.  -1st.  To  give  the  necessary  directions  for  discovering  what  articles  ofroer« 
chanrlise,  warlike  stores*  and  other  articles,  have  been  received  la  these 
states  from  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  Mr.  Carabasse,  and  in  what  manner  the 
Bermudian  boats,  said  to  have  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Carabasse  have  bcea 

disposed  of : 

Also  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  committee  for  foreign  af- 
fairs to  write  imfnediately  to  the  commissioners  at  the  Court  of  France,  aud 
desire  them  to  transmit  an  account  of  their  proceedings  in  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais's  account,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Congrw  of  the  I3th  day  of  Apiii^ 
1778: 

That  in  the  meanwliile  the  committee  on  the  treasury  l>e  directed  to  pre- 
pare proper  bills  of  exchange  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
France,  payable  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  order  at  the  end  ot  three  years  from 
the  date,  with  interest  to  be  paid  annually  at  six  per  cent.  That  \nih  to  be 
for  different  sums,  from  £1000  to  4000  sterling,  or  the  value  tliereof  in  litres, 
and  six  bills  to  each  set,  and  to  ainouut  in  the  whole  to  iUO,OUO  iouisd'OTiT 
d»4009000  livres  of  France  : 

That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr*  de  Fnncey 
all  the  merchantable  tobacco  beloDging  to  these  states,  and  now  in  store  is 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  North^Carolina,  and  to  consign  the  ship  Chase  and 
her  cmo  of  tobacco  to  Mr.  de  Seanmarchais.*' 

Oa  pike  question  to  a^^  to  these  several  recommendations  and  diiec« 
^ns,  reported  by  the  committee,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolmd,  That  one  more  blank  commission  be  sent  to  the  commissioDmof 
Indian  affairs  in  tlic  northern  department,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  name  of 
each  faithful  chief  as  they  shall  deem  wortliy  of  that  honor* 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  aeneral  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  extracts 
from  the  proceedings  of  a  Imard  of  general-officers  on  the  claim  of  major 
Powell,  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  sundry  papers  relative  to  cohmel 
Dubois's  claim  of  rank ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Dubois  rank  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United 
■    States  of  America,  after  colonel  Van  Cortlandt  and  colonel  Gansevoort. 

Revolted,  That  the  commission  of  major,  granted  to  captain  Fowel!  in  the 
12£h  PenHsylvania  regiment,  be  vacated,  and  that  the  rank  of  the  officers 
continue  the  same  as  they  were  at  the  time  of  passing  the  resolution  fur  iQ- 
corporating  Patton's  and  Hartley's  i  egimeiits  and  the  independent  comp- 
nies,  and  nse  according  to  the  priuupie  or  rule  established  in  the  armv* 

MONDAY,  Jtfite  T,  1779*  . 
A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Amos  VV  ilkinson,  captain  of  ai  tiiiery,  was  resdi 
requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Resolved^  That  his  rcsigniition  be  acce|)te(l. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  fiom  J.  Wadawoith,  coHiiuissary -general  of  F*'* 
cliasesy  was  read  \  Whereupon^ 
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.  Besolved  uwadmmulif.  That  Congress  have  Mi  confidence  in  the  integri- 
ty  and  abilities  of  the  qvarter-master  general  and  commissary-^neral ;  and 
although  there  is  reason  to*  believe  that  abases' have  be^n, committed  by  infe- 
fior  officers  iu  theirrespective  departments,  yet  Congress  are  peNuaded  that 
roany  of  them  deserve  well  of  their  country ;  and  that  measures  will  speedi- 
ly be  taken  to  dijitinguish  such  of  thera  as  have  been  faithful  from  Sttch  as 
hive  been  otherwise,  and  thereby  cause  justice  to  be  done  to  all : 

That  colonel  Wadsworth  be  informed  ttiat  at  so  criticn!  a  season  as  the 
opening  ot"  a  campaign,  sudden  changes  in  the  appointmeiu  ol  principal  offi- 
cers in  his  department  would  be  inexpedient  and  dangerous,  and  therefore 
that  they  caoaot  accept  his  resignatiuo ;  and  farther,  that  Congress  expect 
lus  defKities  and  agents  will  not  expose  themselves  to  the  resentment  of 
ilidr  covntrj,  or  embarrass  the  service,  by  quitting  it  at  so  cridcal  a  period, 
but,  by  exerttns;  tiieir  utmost  eifiirts  in  their,  several  places,  manifest  their 
ability  and  |mbTic  spirit. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  having  nominated  John  Pcirce  to  the  office 
of  deputy  pay -master  general  to  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of 
general  Washington^  (  ongress  proceeded  to  an  election;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Mr.  John  Feirce  was  chosen. 

Tlie  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  council 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  dated  the  23d  of  February,  IT79,  respecting  the 
powers  of  foreign  consuls,  report, 

**  That  as  by  the  31  st  article  ot  the  treaty  of  commerce,  it  is  provided,  that 
^  two  contiacting  parties  grant  mutually  the  liberty  of  having  each  in  the 
ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  agents  and  sommisMurieB^  whose 
lonctions  shall  be  rc^^nlated  1^  a  particular  agreement^  it  seems  necessary 
that  persons  be  appointed  by  Uongreasto  adjust  and  settle  with  tlie  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Fi  ance  the  powers  and  privileges  of  consuls  in  the  potts 
of  either  nation;"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Dickinson* 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Resolved,  That  every  despatch  received  by  the  house,  and  on  which  no 
other  order  shall  be  made,  shall  be  of  course  considered  as  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tabic  tor  i'arthtir  consideration  : 

ThatoQ  every  day  upon  wiiich  it  has  been  resolved  to  proceed  on  the  or- 
der of  the  day  after  reading  the  journals  and  despatches,  the  house  will  pro- 
ceed accordingly ;  and  no  other  order  than  is  above  mentioned  shall  be  made 
on  any  despatoi,  unless  it  be  by  unanimous  consent :  that  this  role  continue 
in  force  until  Congress  shall  have  gone  through  the  reports  of  the  board  of 
treasury  relative  to  finance,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on 
foreign  affairs,  and  of  that  on  the  communications  from  die  minister  pleni-* 
potentiary  of  France,  and  no  longer. 

The  board  of  treasury  havirt^^  reported, 

That  they  have  consiflcred  the  memorial  of  major  James  Quarles,  of  th^ 
i^d  Virginia  state  regiment,  dated  aj  Philadelphia,  June  the  4th,  1779,  refer- 
red to  thera,  and  finding  the  three  dollars  per  day  allowed  by  a  resolution  of 
tlie  4Ui  of  September  last  to  ofhcers  orcii^red  on  business  not  incidental  to 
their  office,  were  not  intended  as  an  allowance  for  their  whole  expenses,  but 
M  an  addition  to  their  pay  and  subsistence  whilst  on  such  business,  and  that 
til  the  accounts  of  the  army  since  the  date  of  that  resolution  have  been  set* 
tied  agreeably  thereto,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  tlie  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tion cannot  be  granted : 

On  the  Question,  i?eso<ved.  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Rpsnlved,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  pay  to  the  order  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  captivity,  any 
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smM  not  cxceikKn^  the  amount  of  their  oay  and  suMstenc^,  ill  order  to 
enable  fhem  to  assist  their  families;  and  tliat  he  make  mmMf  letwm  to 

the  pay  master  g;eiieral  of  their  accounts  respectivelj* 

Meaoivedt  That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  heretfl 
ter  allowed  the  same  salary  ss  is  granted  to  a  coataussioiBer  of  the  cKMnbtr 

of  accounts. 

The  committep  on  the  treasury  havinc  nominated  Thomas  Reed  to  the 
office  of  deputy  pay -master  i^eueral  at  Albany,  Conj^ress  |)t oi  eotled  to  tiie 
election ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Thumas  iieed  w&«  chosen. 

TUESDAY*  Jum  8»  1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  daj.  Congress  proceeded  to  tlw  csMidm* 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  siUrSft  and  on  tte 
question,  shall  Mr.  R.  Izard  be  recalled  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New-Ihmpshirf,  Mr.  "UTiippIe, 

iieny, 
Lovell, 
Hoken, 

Mr.  K11(  ry, 
Ml'.  Sherman, 
Huntiiigton, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duanc, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  ^'cuddcr. 
Fell, 


no  )>no 


no 


Vay 


Miaryiatid^ 


Mf.  Aimntteiig,  xkT 

Shippen,  no 

Searie,  no 

Mulilenbeii^  ay 

M*Clene,  no 

"^Vynkoop,  ay, 

Mr.  Dickinson,  av 

Mr.  Plater,  \  ' 


N.'CaroHna^ 


Canmchael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer^ 
Mr*  Anilli, 

Griffin^ 

Fleming', 
Mr.  Fenn, 

Burke,  ^ 

ttharpe, 
Ifr.  Lauren^ 

Dfaytoo, 


ng 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Uuane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstronj^, 

**  That  Mr.  Izard  be  informeLl  lliat  it  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that  be  need 
not  repair  to  America  until  it  suits  his  convenience.'* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the  words  ''until  it  suits  his  convenience,*'  be  struck  out. 

On  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  rootton»  as  amended,  the  yeas  md  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Paca, 


Ifn-Bampahire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 

Jtkode-bknd,  Mr.  Bllery, 

Collins, 


ay  ^ay 

r\r\  ' 


no 


Corwtclicut^ 


Mr.  Shc  nnan, 

UuntingtoD, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  .Tay, 

Duanc, 

Moni^ 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fdl, 


ay 

ay  1 
ay>  ay 

no*^ 
ay 

no  >ay 
ay  I 


Pennaylvamat  IIr  Amstrang^ 

Shippoiy 

Mulvleaberig^ 
M<Clene, 
Wynkoop, 
Iklawart,       Mr.  Dickei8oii,| 
Marylmdt      Mr.  Pinter 

Paca, 


Firginia, 


S.'CaroUtuH 


Henry, 

Jcniferj^ 
Mr.  Smith, 

Flemiiig, 
Mr.Fenn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurem^ 

Diaytoi^ 
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SOS 


Bo  it  wai  resoW^d  in  the  affirmative^ 

Od  the  questioiu  shall  Mr*  W.  Lee  be  recaUed»  ikt  yeas  and  najs  being 

required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Pamtyhania,  Ur.  Armstrang*^  n( 

Shippeiiy  uc 


NfHttmp^hiri\  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mma**tis-May,  Mr.  S.  AcliUEqa^ 

Geny, 
LovdU 

Iloltcn, 

Jiii^Uiand,.  Mr.  Ell^n, 

llr.  Shemnii 

Huntingtont 
Spencer, 


Cwiiifcli'ciilt 


Neiv-Jerset/, 


Morris, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  Scuddcr, 
FeU, 


Maryland^ 


N.-CanUna, 


Searle, 
Muhlenbefg', 
M'Clone, 
Wyukoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Fkter, 
Paca, 

Carmichae^ 
Henry, 
Jenifier, 
Mr.  Snntli, 

Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Sli'jrpc, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


►no 


n9 


So  it  was  reselTed  in  the  affirmatlTe. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sherman,  that 
Mr.  W.  Lee  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that  he  need  not  re- 
pair to  Amertca**'. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  tlitSi  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr* 
South, 

Petmtgkgnht  Mr.  Armstrong*, 


N.'Hampshire,  Mr.  Wlilpple, 
Mmt^HU'BajffUr.  S.  Adain% 

Gerry, 


Connecticut^ 
JSew-Tork,  ^ 


Sew-JarKif, 


LoveA, 
Hohea, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Shennan, . 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

MI, 


>1M 


DcUaoart^ 
Murykuul, 


Firgitua, 


M-CaroUnot 


SL-CoFoUna,' 


Shippcn, 
Scaric, 
Mnhlenberg, 
M*Clenc,. 
AVvnkoop, 
Mr.  Dickiasou, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmadiae^ 

Je  niter, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Flemings 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 


Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  ia  the  affirmative. 

Rtsulvedt  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  ministisr  or  commissioQer 
for  these  United  States  at  a  foreij^n  court. 

The  7th  propohition  in  the  l  epurl  being  read,  viz.  that  no  plenipotentiary 
minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United  States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall 
exercise  any  other  public  office  s"  after  debate,  the  previous  qaestion  was 
laored  by  Mr.  Moms*  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton^  and  being  passed  in 
the  affirmative,  tlie  main  question  was  set  aside 

^  The  8tli  proiNisition  being  read,  "that  no  person  be  appointed  pleni|)0ten«- 
tiuy  minister  or  commissioner  of  these  United  States,  who  is  not  a  citizea 
thereof,  and  who  has  not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein." 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  &  Adam|«  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris. 

A  diyi^on  of  the  wain  question  was  required  ;  and  on  the  previous  ques* 
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tioq  on  the  first,  viz,  « that  no  penon  be  appoiDted  plenipotentiary  miiiistv 
tir  commtssioiier  for  these  United  States,  who  is  not  a  citizeii  thereof." 
The  jeaa  and  nays  i 

N.'Hampskire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
WMSMt'«llt»ifaf  ,  Mr.  8.  Adaiw 

Gem', 
JLovell, 


by  Mr.  Penn, 

Delaware, 


Cormectirnt, 


JPtnntjflvwto, 


Hdten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Shei-mao, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Ouane, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Anr)  strong, 

Shlppen, 

Searle, 

M'Clcne, 
Wynkoop, 


av 


no 


-ay 


Virginia, 


Mr. 

Mr.  Paca, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
]fr«  Sffiitii, 

Flemin|f, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpen 
Mr«Lw]veii%' 

Draytmi, 


QO 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirnkative»  aiid  that  part  of  the  main  qneite 

set  aside. 

The  previous  question  being  pot  on  the  latter  part,  passed  in  the  affinna- 
tive,  and  that  part  was  also  set  aside* 

WEDNESDAY,  June.^,  1779. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Floyd  and  Mr.  S.  Adams  have  leave  of  absence* 
On  iviotioii  of  Mr.  Diokinhon,  secondetl  by  Mr.  Burke, 
Resolved,  That  the  management  of  all  business  relating  to  the  roarioe  ot 
these  United  States,  be  vested  in  commissioners. 

THURSDAY,  June  10, 1779. 

The  board  of  war^  to  w6oin  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain  LoiaEMni 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  major-general  Gates  be  directed  to  enqnire  into  the  case 
of  Augastin  Loizeau,  a  Canadian,  late  a  captain  in  col.  James  Liviog^'ft 
TCgiment,  and  dismissed  from  the  service  pursuant  to  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  held  in  January  last  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Jsland,  and  report  to  Coo- 
^ress  the  result  of  snch^eoquiry,  and  his  opinion  whetber,  from  a  ooosidera- 
tioa  of  all  circumstances,  capt.  Loizeau  merits  foigiTenesa  and  to  be  fe- 
atured to  his  rank  in  said  regiment  or  not. 

The  board  of  war  having  further  reported. 

That  Mons.  Garano;er  and  his  brother  were  engaged  under  the  contract 
\i'ith  Mons.  du  Coudray,  in  October,  1776,  in  the  ranks,  the  memorialist  ot  a 
captain,  and  his  brother  of  a  iieuteuant  of  bombardiers  :  that  both  the  me- 
morialist and  his  bother  were  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  and  detained 
at  New -York  for  twelve  months,  until  they  were  exrhanged,  a  few  moatJis 
ag;o,  as  French  prisoners  :  that  it  appears  both  these  gentlemen  are  entitled  to 
pay  under  the  contract,  and  as  Mons.  Garanger  produces  ample  certificates 
of  his  knowledge  in  his  profession,  and  of  his  good  character,  it  seems  to  the 
board  proper. 

That  he  proceed  to  the  grand  army,  there  to  exhibit  such  proofs  of  bw 
talents  and  merit  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  enable  the  commander  itt 
chief  to  certify  to  Congress  the  propriety  or  inexpediency  of  retainiog  h"" 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  what  rank,  if  he  shall  entitle  him- 
self to  a  favorable  certificate  from  gen.  Washington  : 

JZssoIueil,  That  Conmress  ogree  to  the  said  report. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke^  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

M  That  Silas  D«me,  esq.  be  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United  SUtes  f^' 
out  the  special  permission  of  Congress ;  and  that  Arthur  Lee,  esq^  be  direct* 
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ed  forth  with  to  repair  to  America,  in  order  the  better  to  enable  Congress  to 
enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  several  allegations  and  suggestions  made  by  the 
said  Arthur  Lee,  in  his  correspondence  with  CongresS)  against  the  said  Silas 

Wheo  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  prevloiis  question  was  mofod 
bjrlfr.  C^rrj,  and  seconded  bj  Mr.  8»  Adams ;  and  a  diYislon  of  the  main 
qoestioa  being  called  for» 

And  on  the  qaestion  to  wee  to  the  preWous  question  for  orderinj^  Mr. 
Deane  not  to  depart  the  United  States  without  the  special  permission  of 
Congress^  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  hj  Mr.  Laurens; 


NnyBosmpshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MamthHtBtt^,  Mr.  s.  Ad^s, 

JLovell, 
HolteDv 
]fr.E]le|y, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
HuntiUijlon, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


Penrnifhankif 


Maryland, 


J\r»- Carolina, 


Mr.  Armstrongs 

Shlppen, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

M*G]eiie^ 

Wynkoopk 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jeinwrf 
Mr.  Smith, 

CIriffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 
fkakt, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laorensi, 
Di-ayton, 


►no 


.no 


no 


So  tlie  States  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question  lost 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  uiain  question  for  ordering  Mr.  Deane  not 

10  depart,  ^c.  the  yeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Holten, 


y.'Hamffshirey  Mr.  Whipple, 
Jtiimo' iitts -Mill/,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

LoTey, 

Holten, 

JBh^de-Jsiand,   Mr.  Ellen-, 

Collins, 


no  )>-no 

no 
no 

no 


Spenoer» 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Mr,  Scudder, 

Felt* 


no'^ 

no  J  no 
no  3 


Fmnaykamof  Mr.  Annstrong, 

Shippeii, 


Maryland, 


Firgima^ 


Muhlenbei|^ 
M'Clene 
Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Oundchael, 
Henry, 

Mr.  Smitii, 

Fleming 

Griffin^ 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharps 
Mr.  Uuren^ 


one 


Dmyton, 

So  the  states  were  eqoallj  divided  and  the  question  was  lost 
On  tfre  question  to  ag;ree  to  the  previous  question  on  the  second  part»lbr 
directing  Mr.  A.  Lee  to  repair  forthwith  to  America,  &c. 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative^  that  the  main  question  be  not  now  put.^, 

•  .. 

FRIDAY,  June  11,  1779.  '  " 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  J.  Read,  president  of  the  state  of  Fennsylvanist ' 
totbe  delegate!^  of  the  said  state,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  pian 
for  regulating  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  and  coininissary-gen- 
eral;  and  that  the  committee  confer  with  the  supreme  executive  councu  of 
PeoQsjlvania  thereon,  and  report  on  Monday  next. 
Vol.  111.  39 
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The  committee*  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane«  Mr.  Burke*  Mr.  Gcrrj»  Mr* 
Laurens,  Mr  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Smith,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  plani 
relative  to  finance*  brought  io  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coniidentiQiij 

and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  20,000,000  of  dollars,  or  such  part  thereof  a?  ^fiall  be 
brought  into  the  continpfit-il  loan-nfliccs  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  to  be  borroweil  on  the  faith  oi  the  United  States  of  America,  at  an  ia- 
terest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

For  facilitating  the  said  loan, 

Resolved,  1st  That  the  loan-offices  in  every  state  do  immediately  opea 
subscriptions  for  the  said  loan  : 

2d»  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  several  states  be  requested  im- 
mediately to  appoint  persons  of  cliai  acter  and  influence  in  every  county 
town  or  district,  to  receive  subscriptions  and  transmit  the  same  to  the 
loan-officer  oi"  officers  in  the  states  respectively : 

Sd.  Hiat  no  subscri^on  be  received  for  less  than  500  dollars : 

4tb#  That  all  subscriptions  under  10,000  dollars  shall  be  paid  into  is 
loan-office  where  the  same  shall  be  snbscribed*  or  into  the  hands  of  the  oer* 
ion'obtdning  the  anbscription,  within  14  days  after  the  subscriptiop  will 
be  made : 

5tb*  That  any  person  subscribing  10,000  dollars,  or  upwards,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  pay  the  same  at  two  periods,  to  wit,  one  half  within  14  days  after 
the  subscription,  the  residue  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next :  the 
whole  to  bear  interest  from  the  time  of  the  first  payment,  provided  the  other 
payment  shall  be  punctually  made  : 

6th.  That  each  lender  shall  have  his  election  cither  to  receive  the  principal 
at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to  continue  it  in 
the  funds  on  interest  until  the  whole  amount  of  continental  bills  circulatiBg 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  in  circulation  at  the  time  of  the  loan. 

7th.  That  interest  on  all  sums  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  loan-oflice  be- 
fore the  said  first  day  of  October,  or  which  shall  be  subscribed  and  {)aid  8fi;rep- 
ably  to  the  terms  pf  the  5th  resolution  aforesaid,  shall  be  payable  annually 
the  continental  loan-office  of  the  state  in  which  the  money  was  originally  sub- 
scribed: 

8th.  That  tiie  loaa  oilkers  shall  transmit  to  tlie  board  of  treasury  monthlj 
returns  of  all  sums  subscribed  and  received  In  their  respective  offices : 

9th.  That  as  Congress  Are  bound  by  every  motive  of  policy,  and  of  public 
and  private  justice,  to  maintain  the  credit  of  ^e  paper  mone;^  emitted  by 
llieir  authority,  on  the  fiiith  of  the  United  States ;  so  it  is  their  intention  not 
only  to  avoid  farther  emlssioDS,  but  to  diminish  the  quantity  in  circulatioD, 
provided  that  the  respective  states,  by  correspondent  and  vigorous  ezertofif 
shall  puj^it  in  their  power  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  sixth  resolution,  the  yeas  and  mrfs  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


'Jftw-Hampshirey  Mr.  Whipple^ 
MaM'tm-Bo^t  Mr.  G 

S.  Adams, 
Holten, 

UMeMand,  Mr.  EUery, 

,  Collins, 
fffSkuilMiat     Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 
Speneor, 
Mr,  Jay, 
Ihiane^ 


^Peno-Jeney^    Bfr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Femutflvattifh  Mr-  Armstrong-, 

Shippcii, 
Seane, 
M*CIene, 
Wynkoop, 

Deiaware,       Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 

Maryland,  '    Mr.  Ciimif^te^ 

Jenifei^ 

rir^tmo,        Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming-, 
Griffin, 
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Hr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Shurpe, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


ayUy 
ay3 


S,'Carolm<h    lfr.Laureii%         *y  ^7 


SATURDAY,  June  IS,  im. 

^  • 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  a  form  of  a  comraiffsion  for  officers  of 
the  staff;  the  same  waa  read,  a|>d  a^ed  to  as  follows : 

'<The  United  States  lof  America  in  Congress  assembled,  to 
greeting:  We,  reposing  especial  ti^ist  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism, 
nradence  and  fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  to 
be  You  are  therefore  faithfnlly  atid  diligently  to  discharge 

thedutr  of  by  doing;  and  Dcrfbrmin^  all  mainier  ot'  things  there- 

unto belonging.  And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  direc- 
tions, from  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congress 
uf  the  United  States,  or  committee  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  appointed,  a 
committee  of  the  states,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer,  accoraing  to 
the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  yon* 
This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Con* 
gress,  the  coipmittee  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  or  a  committee  of  the 
states. 

Wit ?ie«s  president  of  the  Congress 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
day  of         and  in  the         year  of  our  independencev 

Entered  in  the  war-oflice,  and  examined  by  the  board, 

secretary  of  the  board  of  war." 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  oonsistii^ 
sf  Mr.  prajton,  IMIr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
uieniorialof  Or.  John  Morgan,  late  director-general  and  physician  la  chief 
in  the  general  hospitals  of  the  United  States,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
luliuwing  resolutions: 

Whereasby  the  report  of  the  medical  committee,  confirmed  by  Congress  on 
the  9d)  of  August,  1777,  it  appears  that  Dr.  John  Morgan,  late  director-goncral 
i»nd  chief  physician  of  the  general  hospitals  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
removed  from  office  on  the  9th  of  January,  1777,  by  reason  of  the  general 
complaint  of  persuub  oi  all  ranks  in  the  aruw,  and  the  critical  state  of  afl'airs 
St  that  time  ;  and  that  the  said  Dr.  John  Blorgan  requesting  an  inquiry  into 
nis  conduct,  it  was  thought  proper  that  a  committee  of  Congress  snould  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose :  and,  whereas,  on  the  tSth  day  of  September  last^ 
^uch  a  committee  was  appointed,  before  whom  the  said  Dr.  John  Morgan 
Is^lli  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  vindicated  his  conduct  in  every  respect 
as  fli rector-general  and  nhysician  in  chief,  upon  the  testimony  of  the  com- 
inatult-r  in  chief,  general-officers,  officers  in  the  general  tiospitai  department, 
t^'i*!  uther  officers  in  the  army,  shewing  that  the  said  director-general  did 
couduct  himself  ably  and  faithfully  in  the  dischai^e  of  the  duties  of  hi^ 
<*fice;  therefore, 

^isolved.  That  Congress  are  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Dr.  John  Mor* 

el  while  acting  as  dtrector-general  and  physician  in  chief  in  the  general 
pitais  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  resolutLon  bo  pablishe£ 

MONDAY,  June  14,  1779. 

Mr.  Marchant,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  attended,  and  produced 

"le  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  that  state,  which  were  read. 

The  committep,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
^^rk^api^iuted    to  report  a  plan  for  putting  the  quarter-naster  general 
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and  commiBsary -general's  departmeBts  on  aditerent  footing  witk  reafiect 
to  the  expendittire  of  public  noiiaj/'  brougHt  in  a  report*  wbick  was  read ; 

Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  empowered  to  allow  and 
pay  for  a  wagon,  driver  and  four  horses,  13^  dollars,  one  ration  and  forage 
per  day;  shoeing  the  horses,  if  done  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States* 
to  be  neducted  from  the  wages. 

TxesuLved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  these  states  to  exempt  all  drivers 
of  wagoQS  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  militia  duties, 
and  from  all  nnes  on  that  account,  while  they  are  engaged  in  tho  aervtce ; 
and  that  snch  service  shall  be  considered  and  allowed  as  their  tour  of  duty 
in  the  mitilia  for  snch  time  as  they  are  thns  engaged. 

TUESDAY,  June  15,  1779» 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  read,  charging  Dr.  William 
Shippen,  jun.  in  the  service  of  the  I ^nited  States,  with  mal-practices  and 
misconduct  in  office,  and  declaring  his  rc:\diness  to  give  before  the  proper 
court  having  jurisdiction,  the  necessary  evidence  in  the  premises  against  the 
suid  Dr.  William  Shippen. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
Resolvedy  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted  to  the  comnand- 
er  in  chief,  and  tiiat  he  be  directed  to  cause  such  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon,  as  that  the  charges  alluded  to  in  it  be  speedily  enqmred  iuto^  and 
jastice  done. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  the  letter*  with  the  above  resolntiony  be  trans- 
mitted to  Dr.  Shippen. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  16,  1779. 

The  committee,  consistinj^  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  Mr.  Sharpe, 
to  whom  vvaa  referred  tlie  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  from  governor  Clmton, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Boohed  unatdmoud^t  That  the  otBcert  acting  under  the  state  of  New- 
York,  who  were  lately  restrained  of  their  liberty  by  certain  persons  of  a  dis- 
trict called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  ou^tto  be  immediately  liberated. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  in- 
habitants of  a  certain  district  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire 
Grants,  be  directed  to  enciuirc  into  the  matters  anrl  things  contained  in  the 
letters  ol  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  27ih  of  May.  and  of  tlie  7th  inst.  and  thatcopies 
of  the  said  letters  be  transmitted  to  the  said  committeey  and  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  lepoit  bpe{  ially  to  Congress. 

Resolved  unanimoiiUy,  That  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress,  by  their 
resolution  of  the  1st  Inst,  uor  ought  the  same*  or  any  other  part  thereof,  to 
be  construed  to  hold  up  principles  sabTersive  of,  or  unfavorable  to»  the  in- 
ternal policy  of  any  or  either  of  the  United  States: 

That  as  Congress  expect  very  salutary  effects  from  the  appointment  of  the 
said  committee,  therefore  all  further  proceedings on  governor  Clinton's  let- 
ter be  postponed  until  they  report. 

FRIDAY,  Jum  IS,  1779. 

A  letter  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  W.  Philips,  was  read,  recommend- . 
ing  capt.  Featheratone,  of  the  convention  troops,  who  comes  to  Philadelphia 
by  ^ermissioii  of  governor  Henry  and  col.  Bland,  to  be  exchanged,  and  inti- 
mating that  captain  Featiierstone  diould  be  exchanged  as  lieutenant*  his  pro- 
motion to  a  captain-lieutenancy  hamg  happened  since  the  convention ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  captain  Featherstone  repair  immediately  to  the  town  of 
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Blount- 1 1  oily,  and  remain  there  until  the  treaty  for  his  exchange  between 
the  commanders  in  chief  of  botli  armies  sliall  be  terminated  ;  and  that  the 
preudent  write  to  the  general  upon  that  subject,  and  inform  him  that  Con- 
eress  have  no  objection  to  the  captain's  exchange  as  a  lleateiiant»  provided 
9ie  principle  on  which  the  same  shall  be  made  &  full  j  established,  and  that 
lie  give  eraers  respectiog  captain  Featbentoae's  rente  to  New-York«  in  case 
the  ezdiange  take  place. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  report, 

.  That  thej  have,  according  to  order,  prepared  bills  of  exchange  on  the  mi- 
nister plenipotentiarj  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France*  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Caron  de  Beatimarchais»  consisting  of  fifty  sets,  six  bills  to  each  set,  as 
specified  in  a  schedule  annexed,  all  dated  the  15th  daj  of  this  inst.  June, 
amoanting  in  the  whole  to  2,400,000  livres  tournois,  and  payable  the  l^th 
day  of  June,  ;  and  also  six  sets,  six  bills  to  each  set,  all  aated  the  same 
clay,  drawn  on  the  said  minister,  in  favor  of  the  said  Mr.  C.  de  Benitmar- 
chats,  for  the  yearly  interest  of  the  said  principal  sum,  at  six  pet  cent  ,  being 
144,000  livres  yearly,  in  the  whole  45:2,000  livres  ;  the  principal  and  interest 
so  drawn  for  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  2,832,000  livres,  which  last  men- 
tioned bills  tor  the  interest  are  particularly  specified  io  tlie  said  schedule; 
and  that  they  have  also  prepared  letters  oi  advice  of  the  said  bills  of  ex- 
change to  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary ;  Whereu[)on, 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  said  drauglits  be  signed  by  the  president  of  Congress, 
and  entered  in  the  auditor's  office  as  warrants  are  usually  passed,  ancfthca 
delivered  to  Mr.  Francey,  agent  for  the  said  Mr.  de  B^umarchais^  on  his 
giving  the  attfitor-^eneral  a  rec^pt  for  the  same ;  and  that  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
chals  be  chai^^  with  the  amount  of  tiie  said  principal  sum  in  the  books  of 
the  treaeury. 

Iteaolveit  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  make  f;ood 
any  contract  or  engagement  which  shall  be  entered  into  by  the  said  minister 
plenipotentiary,  or  anj  future  minister  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  for  obtaining  money  or  credit  to  enable  him  to  honor  the  mid 
drafts  and  provide  for  their  punctual  discharge. 

Congreea  proceeded,  in  tne  order  of  the  day,  to  the  subject  of  finance ; 
Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

"That  when  the  interest  on  moneys  whicli  h:ive  been  or  maybe  placed  in 
the  several  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  1st  day  of  March,  1778,  shall  become 
due,  aoU  be  paid,  the  same  shall  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  sum  of  continental  paper  money  which  may  be  in  circulation  after  tlie 
dates  of  such  loans  respectively." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  strikie  out 
the  words  "have  been  oi,"  and  the  w(»^d^^  "  on  or  after  the  1st  day  of  March, 
1778,"  and  also  the  words  *«  and  be  paid,"  in  order  after  loan  office  to  insert^ 

on  the  loan  of  20,000,000,  voted  to  be  borrowed  by  the  resolution  of." 
On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moTed  to  be  struck  out  stand  ?  The  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


^.-Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Muisa  utts-Bayt  Mr.  Gen y, 

Lovell, 

Ilolten, 

Mkod^hUmd,     Mr.  Marchant, 

Colling 


Cmmecticut, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Huntiagton, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
MorriS) 


ay  yky 
ayi 
ayj  ay 


ay 


ayi 
•y>sy 

ayi 

ay> 
no>  ay 


Netinfei'sey,       Mr.  Scudder, 

FcU, 

Fmnsyhankk    Bfr«  Amistrong, 

Shippen 
Searie, 
Mulilenberg, 
M*Clene, 
DdmBOn^        Mr.  DickinMO, 

M'Kean» 
Marykmd,        Mr.  Paca, 

Henty, 
Jenifer^ 
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VwgKma,         Mr.  Smith,  no-^ 

Grirtin,  ay  >iio 


NAJmuUm^     Mr.  Pcnn, 


Pcnn,  ay>« 
Burke,  no  $  ^* 


!3,'Car(Ai3Ut,      lir.  Laureii^  no 


So  it  was  resolTed  in  the  affirmative. 

MONDAY,  JwM  21,1 779. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  as  the  plan  of  raising  a  corps  of  German 
deserters  is  laid  aside,  tiiere  is  no  prospect  of  cmplojing  lieutenant-colonel 
Klein  with  aflvantage  to  the  TJnited  States,  and  that  the  men  of  th^tcorpa 
are  now  reduced  to  a  scijeant  and  four  privates  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutt nant-colonei  Ivleiii  be  intormeil,  iliat  although  Con- 
l^ress  have  a  hi^h  sense  ol  his  zeal,  yet  as  he  cannot  be  usefully  employed 
in  the  serv  ice  of  the  t'uiied  States,  he  has  permission  to  retire  thereiroiii. 

MeBolved,  That  lieatenant^colonel  Klein  receive  one  year's  paj  and  8«b- 
sistence,  to  enable  hini  to  return  to  Europe* 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  non-comroissioned  ofiicera  and  privates  of  the  intended 
corps  of  German  volonteers  lie  transferred  to  the  corps  commanded  hj  colo* 
Jiel  Armand. 

TUKSDAY,  June  22,  1779. 

Mr.  Peabody,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  attended^and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  ot  the  2lst,  iroin  J.  Reed,  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
niat  was  read,  informing*  that  the  iuhabitants  of  the  town  of  York,  in  this 
•tate*  having  complaineo  to  the  council  of  John  M'KalUs.ter,  a  deputj  com* 
missarj  of  issues,  and  forwarded  sundry  ai&tlavits  taken  in  his  presence, 
from  which  he  appears  to  have  been  guiltj  of  peculation  and  embezzlement 
of  tlie  public  stores  and  provisions,  the  council  have^  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solves of  Congress,  suspended  him  from  pay  and  employment  until  Congpress 
shall  take  farther  order  respecting;  him  ;  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  the  president  and 
executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  fur  their  vigilance  and  atten- 
tion, and  that  they  be  requested  to  cause  a  prosecution  to  be  commenced 
against  the  said  John  M'Kallister^  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  oif  war  | 
and»  me  ballots  being  taken,  major-general  Yi.  Heath  was  elected^  having 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Kllery. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war  of  the  17th;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  majors,  in  consideration  of  their  extra  duty,  acting  as  bri- 
gade inspectors,  and  majors  of  brigade^  receive  44  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition  to  their  regimental  pay. 

Resolved,  That  Coiigi  ess  entertain  a  grateful  sense  of  the  virtue  and  ser- 
vices of  those  faithful  and  zealous  soldiers  who,  at  an  early  period,  engaged 
in  the  ariides  of  these  states  dorin^'the  war ;  and  to  encourage  a  continuance 
of  their  exertions,  and  as  far  as  arcnmstances  admit»  to  put  them  on  a  foot- 
ing in  pecuniary  matters  with  other  soldiers*  gen*  Washington  be  empow- 
ered to  order  a  gratuity  of  100  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  to  the  men  so  inlisted 
during  the  war ;  thisgratuity  to  be  paid  only  toaucn  soldiers  as  inlisted  before 
the  23d  day  of  January,  1 779. 

Resolved,  That  the  adjutaut-generai  for  the  time  being,  be  also  assistant 
inspector-general. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, to  whom  was  referred  lite  letter  of  Mi^y  2(ilh,  irum  general  Parsons^ 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
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Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legisUtive  and  executive  powers 
in  tke  several  states,  more  especialljr  those  that  are  adjacent  to  Long-Islatid 
aftd  other  places  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  to  take  the  most  effectual  mea* 
snres  to  prevent  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  such  places,  and  all  officem 
4if  the  army  are  directed  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  such 
practicea.  .   ^  i  ' 

A  memorial  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read,  ac- 
eompanied  with  a  commission  by  him  given  to  the  sieur  de  St.  Hilaire,  of 
vice  cooaul  for  the  port  of  Aleiandria,  in  Virginia,  desiring  that  the  same 
may  be  made  known  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  tha.t  they  take 
order  thereon. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  23,  1779. 

A  meinorial  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
was  read,  respecting  the  powers  of  consuls  and  vice-consuls: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  settle 
tlie  powers  and  privileges  of  consuls. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  finance,  and  ail 
amendment  having  been  adopted,  bj  inserting  after  the  word  "same,"  the 
"words    until  s«me  more  accurate  standard  of  value  can  be  devised,** 

A  motiuu  was  made  hj  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  to  re-consider 
the  motion  for  inserting  those  words;  and  on  the  question  for  re-couiiider- 
ing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


N.-Hampahire,  Mr.  Wliipple, 

Peabody, 

Mant^ttta-Moj/flb.  Gerry, 

LovelJ, 
Holtcn, 

M^-Jslartd,  Ifr.EUety. 

BCarcnant^ 


no 


no 


CoimecUeut, 


Collins, 
lir.  Sherman, 
HuiiUitgton, 
.  Spencsf, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 
l^Ir.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


Pennsjfivatiia, 

* 

Virginia, 


Ail  .  AiTOstrong, 
Shippen, 
Miihienbei]^, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carndcluf],- 

Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Smith, 
Griffin,  • 
Vleming', 
Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Dtajftoi^ 


no 


no 


n9 


no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
sajB  being  required  by  Mr*  Smitiu 


Whipple^ 
Peabody, 
Ma/m^tUt-Sa^lb.  Gerry, 

jLovell 

MJM^JUtald;  Mr.  EUery, 

Marcban^ 


Osnnccticutt 


Collins, 
Mr.  Slierman 
Huntington, 
Spenoer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Murm, 

Mr.  Scudder, 


Delatvare, 


80  it  was  resolved  in  ihfi  affirmative. 


Munienberg', 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
.  M'Kmb, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Heniy, 

Jenifer, 

rn^gmia,  Mr.&nith, 

Griffin, 
Flominj;^ 
Mr.  i^enn. 
Burke, 
Bfr.  X^aurens^ 
Drajtoq, 


N.'Caroiina^ 


•n 

no  > 

ay  J 

no"^ 

no J 
no^ 
no  Vno 

no  J 

no 


no 
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That  when  the  interest  on  monies  which  have  been  or  maj  be  placed  | 
in  the  several  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall 

become  due  and  be  paid  flie  game,  until  some  more  accurate  standard  of 
value  can  be  devised,  shall  be  increased  In  proportion  to  the  increase  of  tlie 
sum  of  continental  paper  monej^ which  may  be  in  circulation  after  the  dates 
of  such  loans  respectively. 

A  Diotion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Morris^  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sherman*  to  recon- 
sider the  sixth  resolution  passed  on  the  Uth,  viz. 

**  That  each  lender  shall  have  his  election  either  to  receive  the  principal 
at  the  expiration  of  three  years  ii  om  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to  cotitinue  it 
in  the  funds  on  interest  until  the  whole  amount  of  continental  bills  circu- 
lating at  the  time  of  the  loan  shall  be  diminished  one-eighth  part  at  the  least. 

Question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  wts  then  made  bj  Mr.  ShervMO,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morrii)  to 
strike  out  die  wprds  shall  be  dlmiiuBbed  one-eighth  part  at  tlie  least isd 
afbr  the  word  *^  circulating,"  insert  the  words  *'.shall  not  exceed  the  sum  is 
circulation.'' 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  f  The 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  8cudder» 


^^Bamptkut,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody* 

MoM'sttM-JBaif,  Mr.  Gerry, 

I^ovell, 


Cormecticutf 


Holten 
Mr.  Ellenr, 
Marchanl^ 
Collins, 
Mr.  SheniuiD, 
Huntin^on, 
Spenocr* 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morria, 
Ifr.Scudders 
Fell, 


I 


no 


no 


no 

no 

no 
no^ 
no; 

no1 

no  Vno 

no  J 

no>no 
noj 

ay  >no 
no  J 

div. 


no5 


Bstmryfaontdy  Mr.  Armstrongs 

Muhlenbeig, 

M*Clenes 
Maryland,       Mr.  Faca, 

Camucha^ 

lie  my, 
.Unifer, 
Firginia,        Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming', 
Mr*  Pcmn, 
Burke,  • 
SL^CaroBuot    Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no  Vno 
no J 

*y 

nol 

no 
no>» 
no5 

no " 
no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  nc|^tlve»  and  the  words  were  struck  outs 
Question  put  for  insertbg  the  words  moved  to  be  inserted :  reselved  io 

the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  fnopositioa  as  amended,  the  jess  ind 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

ir^BampMn,  Mr.  Whipple^ 

Peabody, 
Masta'aUt'Bay,  Mr.  Gciry, 

Lovell, 
Holteii, 

jModb-Mndl   Mr.  Matchant^ 

Collins, 


jScw-Jtraey, 


Mr.  SheiTnaii, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Moni% 

lb*  Scudder, 
Fell, 


■ffcwmylwaiiifl'i  Mr*  AiinitRing» 

Shippen, 
Muhlenberg, 
M*Clene, 
Mr.  DieldnMiiH 

M<Ke«n, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmicbael, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Mr.Penn, 
Burke, 

Mr.  I>anrcns, 
^^rayton. 


Marylaad, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


THURSDAY,  Jum  24,  1779. 
Mr.  Pcnn,  a  delegate  of  North-Carolina,  laid  before  Congress  thecredcil- 
tials  of  his  re-appointment  which  were  read. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JfOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  t7T9. 


I 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Drajton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris/ 

Xmek^,  ThatSandaj  the  4th  daj  of  July,  being  ^e  annimaarrof  the 
declaration  of  l^e  independence  of  these  United  States,  the  chaplains  of 
Congress  be  requested  to  prepare  sermons  suitable  to  the  occasion :  a  far- 
ther motion  was  made, 

That  the  President  caase  an  entertainment  to  he  prepared  on  the  5th  of 
July,  in  celebration  of  the  independence  of  these  United  States;  oa  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Marchant, 


If.-Muiy[ulurtf  Mr.  Whipple, 
Peabody, 
tu^9ttt'£ay,  Mr.  lioveil,. 

Uolten, 

£hode-J»latuk  Mr.  Enc  rv, 

^l&rchant, 
Colfins 

Cnnwicui,    Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntingtooi, 
,  Spencer, 

J^Tttkf      Mr.  Jay, 

Morris,  ' 
Lewis, 

J^ew-Jertey.      Mr.  Scudder, 

Pdl, 


no 


no 


PentiMghania,  Mr.  Arm<^trong, 

Stuppen, 
Searie, 
Mohknbeiig*, 
M'Ckne, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 
He  my, 
Jenifer,     ,  - 
Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming", 
Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 


Delaware^ 
Mainland, 


Virginia, 
JV.-Ciirol(fta» 


Sharpe, 

S^CamUnOf     Mr.  Laurens^ 

tliaytoo,- 

8o  it  was  resoWed  in  ilie  ai&muitiTe. 

Jbsolvsil,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  assist  the  President 
in  resalating  the  said  entertainment :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr* 
Loveu,and  Mr.  Paca. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  et^ection  of  a 
clothier-general and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Peter  Wikoff  wa#  eiectr 
ed,  having  been  previouslj  Dominated  bj  Mr.  Armstrong. 

FRIDAY,  jtme  «5,  1779. 

ConsTCSS  proceeded  to  the  coubidetatioa  ot  the  subject  of  finance,  whea 
a  mouuu  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  re-consider 
the  8di  resolution  fmssed  the  lltii  inst.  tIz. 

That  the  securities  to  be  given  for  all  sums  so  borrowed  shall  be  made 
payable  to  the  lender  or  to  his  fecial  attorney,  executor  or  administrator  f 

On  the  question  for  re-considenng,  the  yeas  and  nays  bong  required  by 
Mr.  Jay, 


if... 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Peabody, 
Mm^Ktt9'Bayt  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lord], 
Holten, 

BMikmd,  Mr.Elleo% 

Marchant, 
CoUuM, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

SpenceiV 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Liewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Pell, 


Mew-YorK 


ay  7 
ay  y  ^ 
ay  1 
ayS-ay 
ay3 
ay"> 
ay  >ay 
ayj 

no") 
ay  Uy 
ayJ 


Penntykmria,  Mr.  Armstrong. 

Searle, 
Muhlenbexg, 
M*C1ene^ 
Bfr.  DickinstM^ . 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Grifhn, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Draytoi^ 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 


Fir^gima, 
S,' Carolina, 


no 


no 


00 


So  it  was  resolved  io  the  affirmative.  * 
On  mution  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  *  ' 
Mesolveds  That  the  said  resolution^be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  loan-office  certificates  for  borrowing  20,000,000  of  dollars, 
agreeably  to  the  resd^ation  of  the  11th  inst.  be  prepared  and  sent  to  the  se« 
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Teral  loan-offices,  aoder  the  direction  of  tbe  board  of  treaaurj,  and  consiBt 
of  MieK  denotntnatiooi  as  they  shall  judge  eipedknt. 

SATURDAY,  June  26,  1779. 

The  board  of  wnr,  to  whom  W|i8  rcfprred  tbc  mpinorinl  of  the. Rev.  Mr. 
M'Murdie,  complaining  of  the  appointment  oi  tlie  Rev.  Mr,  Roorers  to  be 
-  chaplain  of  the  Sil  Pennsylvania  brigade  as  an  injury  done  to  him,  report, 
<*  that  they  have  conferretl  with  Mr.  M'Murdie  on  the  subject  of  his  memo^ 
rial;  and  that  Mr.  M'Murdie  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  assigned  no 
sufficient  reason  to  Induce  them  to  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Rocers  WhereupoDt 

JRiBolvm,  That  Mr.  M*Murdie  be  informed,  that  as  there  is  no  vacancy 
for  a  chaplain  in  the  Pennsylvania  brigades^  no  appointment  as  such  can  lie 
given  to  nim. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  having  taknn  into  consideration  a  letter 
and  order  of  the  honourable  council  of  the  state  of  Massachy^etts-Bay  of 
the  8tli  of  June,  itist.  containing  tlieir  opinion  in  consequence  ot  tlie  KMiuest 
of  Congress,  on  :i  pt  oper  allowance  to  be  made  to  Jonathan  Lorine;  Austin, 
for  his  services  atul  expenses  in  carrying  despatches  and  tran^cting  busi- 
ness m  France,  and  on  the  mode  of  payment,  report. 

That  agreeable  to  tbe  opinion  of  the  said  board ,  the  commissioners  of  these 
United  States  at  Paris,  be  directed  to  discharge  the  account  of  Mr.  Austin 
with  the  late  house  of  Messrs.  Pleame,  Pennet,  9t  Co.  in  Nantz,  to  the 
amount  of  6400  livres,  and  to  charge  the  same  to  these  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  further  sura  of  ISO  louis  d'ors,  advanced  him  by  tlie  said  com- 
missioners, as  set  forth  in  his  memorial  to  Congress,  in  full  compensation  fio;^ 
his  time  and  services  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report  ' 

MONDAY,  Jims  S8, 1779. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  signed  Holker, 
and  transmitted  to  Confess  by  the  minister  of  Prance  on  the  9tst,  respect- 
ing Francis  Fleury,  earned  by  force  on  board  the  armed  ship  General  Green^ 
brought  in  a  report;  1/Vbereupon, 

Mesolued,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  said  paper  be  tmnsmitted  to  his  excellency 
the  President  and  the  honourable  the  supreme  executire  eonncil  of  tbe  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  justice  may  be  done  m  the  premises. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Scudder, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  remonstrance  and  petition  of  the  legislative  council 
and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  brought  in  a  report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  when  vacancies  of  commissioned  oflicers  happen  in  any  of 
the  regiments  raised  by  the  respective  states  for  the  continental  army,' no- 
tice thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  sUto  to  which 
the  regiment  belongs,  by  the  coromandiug-o0ieer  of  such  re^inent,  to  the 
end  that  proper  persons  may  be  appointed  to  fill  such  vacancies^  agreeable 
tothe  resolntlon  of  the  8th  of  March  last,  having  due  regard  to  the  hiles  of 
promotion  recommended  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  ue  £4th  of  Novem* 
ber,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  governor  Xiv- 
ingston,  and  that  he  be  informed,  that  it  was  judp;ed  expedient  in  tlie  late 
arrano^ement  of  the  army,  to  authorize  the  coniuiiUee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  concurrence  with  the  commander  in  chief,  not  only  to  dismiss  super- 
numerary and  unqualified  officers,  but  to  fill  vacancies  by  promotion  of  good 
otBcers  who  bad  been  appointed  by  the  respective  states,  and  stood  fair  for 
promotion  in  the  proper  lipe  of  succession ;  but  If  there  has  been  any  infringe- 
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flieiit  of  the  light  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  or  any  other  state,  by  ezelud- 
iDggpod  officers  hot  SQpemamerarj,  orfilliDg  vacaiicies  by  new  creations^ 
Congress  will  be  ever  rc^uij  to  redress  any  grievances  of  that  kind  whea 

particularly  pointed  out. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  '^^r.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Paca,  tO 
whom  was  referred  the  nicinorial  of  Messrs.  Jolin  Cox  and  Charles  Petit, 
assistant  quarter-masters  general,  report  that  they  have  come  to  the  followin|; 
resolutions  tliereupon,  viz. 

That  Congress  cannot  in  any  manner  controul  the  legislature  of  New* 
Jersey  in  the  in|emal  police  of  said  state  : 

That  it  is  not  to  be  presttmed  that  any  cttlzen  will  be  ttnjnstly  or  oppress-  ' 
ively  taied'in  any  state,  without  remedy  by  appeal  or  otherwise  within  the 
same : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress  an  act  of  the 
i4;islatare  m  that  state,  respecting  their  powers,  which  was  reiul  as  follows  i 

«  STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Jnthe  House  of  SepreamtaHvea,  June  10, 

Whereas  inconveniences  may  arise  in  conseqaence  of  a  resolve  of  the 
general  court  of  the  15th  of  October  last,  which  requires  that  three  of  the 
members  chosen  to  represent  this  state  in  Congress  should  be  present,  in  or- 
der to  exercise  the  powers  with  which  by  that  resolve  they  are  vested  ; 

therefore, 

liesolved.  That  anyt\\  o  of  the  gentlemen  chosen  to  represent  tliis  state, 
or  when  more  are  prtisent  in  Congress,  a  major  part  of  the  same  be,  and 
thej  are  hereby  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  ot  this  slate,  to  exercise  all  the 

Sowers  which  in  the  said  resolve  of  tlie  15th  of  October  are  particularly  men- 
oned  s  although  it  is  still  expected  that  four  of  the  said  gentlemen  con*  • 
itantlj  attend  upon  the  business  of  their  del^tiim. 

Sent  up  fer  concurrence,  J.  HANCOCK,  Speaker* 
In  council^  June  15, 1779,  read  and  concurred, 

JOHN  AVERY,  JO^tj  Setretary. 
Consented  to  by  tlie  major  part  of  the  council. 

True  copy.    Attest.    JOHN  AVERY,  £^^*y  fifecr«*ar^."  . 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jenifer  have  leave  of  absence. 

TUESDAY,  June  a9»  1779. 

A  letter  from  major  Burkhart  of  the  German  battalion,  was  read,  request- 

ing  leave  to  resign  ; 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon,  Congress 

passed  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  the  allow  auce  of  S-90th  parts  of  a  dollar  upon  every  100  dollars, 
made  to  the  commissioners  for  destroying  bills  of  credit  taken  out  of  cir- 
culation by  order  of  Congress,  is,  in  consequence  of  the  time  which  they  have 
necessarily  spent  in  conducting  tliis  business,  inadeijuate  to  their  services  : 
^  Resolved,  That  in  lieu  of  such  allowance,  the  said  commissioners  be  en- 
titled to  receive  5-90tb  parts  of  a  dollar  for  every  100  dollars  so  destroyed ; 
aad  that  the  allowance  for  fhture  service  be  divided  amongst  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  dollars  which  shall  be  counted  by  them  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  commissioner  be  appointed  for  destroying 
bills  as  aforesaid 

The  board  having  nominated  Samuel  Downe,  esq.  to  be  appointed  com- 
missioner for  destroying  bills  called  out  of  circulation  : 

Confess  proceeded  to  Ihe  election :  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr. 
Samuel  Downe  was  chosen. 
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The  committee  on  the  treaiary  htving  amn^d  the  seTeral  resolutions 

for  borrowinj^  50,000,00f)  doTlars,  reported  the  same  for  publication  as  follows: 
As  Congress  are  bound  by  every  motive  of  policy,  and  of  public  and  private 
justice,  to  maintai?!  the  credit  ot  tlie  paper  money  emitted  by  theli  authority 
on  thefaitli  of  the  IJiiittHl  States,  so  it  is  tiieir  intention,  not  only  to  avoid  fur- 
ther emission!),  but  to  duninisli  the  quantity  in  circulation,  provided  that 
the  respective  states,  by  correspondent  and  vigorous  exertions,  shall  put  it 
.  us  their  power  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies. 

JUMohed^  tkereforif  That  90,000,000  or  dollars,  or  sttek  part  thereof  ao 
shall  be  brought  into  the  continental  loan-offices  on  or  beforf  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States*  at  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent  per  annum. 

For  facilitating  the  said  loan. 

Resolved,  Int.  That  the  loan-officers  in  every  state  do  immediately  open 
subscriptions  for  the  said  loan  : 

2d.  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  several  states  be  requested  ifn- 
mediately  to  appoint  persons  of  ciiaracter  and  influence  in  every  couii ty, 
town  or  district,  to  receive  subscriptions  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  loan- 
officer  or  officers  in  the  states  respectively. 
'  ^3d.  That  no  snbscription  be  received  for  less  than  500  dollars : 

4tb.  That  all  subscriptions  under  10,000  dollars  shall  be  paid  into  the 
loan-office  where  the  same  shall  be  subscribed,  or  into  the  hands  of  the 

Eerson  obtainiikg  the  sabscription»  within  14  di^s  after  the  snbscriptiou  shall 
e  made  : 

5th.  That  any  person  subscribing  10,000  dollars,  or  upwards,  shall  bo  al- 
lowed to  pay  the  same  at  two  periods,  to  wit,  one  half  within  14  days  after 
the  subscription,  the  residue  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  October  next  :  the 
whole  to  bear  interest  from  the  time  of  tlie  iiistpay  uieut,  provided  the  other 
payment  shall  be  nunctually  made. 

6th.  That  each  lender  shall  have  his  election  either  to  receive  the  pruici- 
pal  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  firom  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to  contune 
it  in  the  funds  on  interest  until  the  whole  amoaat  of  continental  bilto  In 
circulation  shall  not  exceed  the  som  in  circulation  at  the  time  of  the  loan. 

rth.  That  interest  on  all  sums  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  loan-office 
before  the  said  first  day  of  October,  or  which  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid 
agreeably  to  the  terms  ot"  the  ."ith  resolution  aforesaid,  shall  be  payable  annu- 
al! V  at  the  continental  loan-oHice  of  the  state  in  which  the  money  was  origi- 
nally subscribed. 

8th.  That  when  the  interest  on  monies  whicli  have  been  or  may  be  placed 
in  the  severs!  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall 
become  due  and  be  paid,  the  same,  until  some  more  accurate  standard  of 
value  can  be  devised,  shall  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
"  mm  of  continental  paper  money  which  nay  be  in  circulation  after  the  date  of 
such  loans  respectively. 

Orderedy  That  the  loan-officers  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury  monthly 
returns  of  all  sums  subscribed  and  received  in  their  respective  offices. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  30,  1779. 

The  board  of  war  liaving  reported  that  maior-«»;eneral  (iates,  and  colonel 
Sheppard,  now  commanding  bri2;adier  Glover's  brigade,  liave  warmly  recom- 
mended the  reverend  Mr.  Van  Horne  for  an  .appointment  oi  brigade 
chaplain : 

Be9ol(ved»  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Wm.  Van  Home  be  appointed,  chap- 
lun  to  the  brigade  now,  or  lately  under  the  command  of  bngsdier-genetal 
-Olover,  and  that  he  be  considered  and  respected  as  such. 

The  committer  consistiDg  of  Mr,  T.  Adams,  Mn  Holten,  and  Mtc  Fre* 
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lia^'OMXh  to  whom  wm  referred  a  letter  from  Joseph  Palmer,  report  aa  their 
opinion. 

That  as  CongreM*  on  the  29ih  daj  of  December,  1775,  earnestly  recom* 

TTiended  to  the  several  assemblies  or  conventions,  immediately  to  promote, 
by  sufficient  public  encouragements,  the  making  salt  in  their  respective  co- 
lonies, liie  letter  from  Joseph  Palmer,  esq.  together  with  his  plan  for  mak- 
ing bay  salt,  be  referred  to  the  general  assembly  ot  the  btate  of  Massachu- 
getts-Bay :        ■  " 

Resolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

FRIDAY,  July  2, 1779. 

A  memorial  from  Major  Burkhart  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Ethan  Alleixand  Jdnas  Faj,  was  read,  enclosing 

a  paper  endorsed  Col.  Allen  and  Dr.  Fay's  appointment  and  instructions, 
atad  accompanied  with  a  book,  entitled  "  Acts  and  laws  of  the  state  of  Vec- 
aont  in  America," 
.  Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury*  to  whom  was  rfe-committcd  their  report  of 
^25th  of  June,  for  allowing  farther  time  to  bi  iu^  m  the  euubbiuub  called 
Mt  of  circulation,  reported  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  have  represented,- 
that  from  the  difficulties  of  communicating  ii^telligence  in  that  state,  and  the 
lemote  situation  of  many  of  its  inhabi  tants,  it  was  impossible  that  they  shou  Id 
receive  seasonable  notice  to  carry  the  money  of  the  emissions  of  liftay  SOth, 
1777,  and  April  the  llth,  1778,  t9  the  proper  officer  by  the  time  limited  by 
Congress,  and  have  therelore  requested  Congress  to  grant  such  further  time 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  state  may  not  be  injured ; 
and  wliereas  it  is  also  represented  to  Congress,  that  many  persons*  in  the  * 
different  states  have  been  prevented  by  unriireseen  causes  from  complying 
with  the  said  resolution:  and  whereas  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress 
thatindinduals  possessed  the  said  bills  should  sustain  any  further  incon- 
venience than  such  as  arose  from  the  necessary  cautions  against  counter- 
feits: 

Resolved  thereforey  That  all  bills  of  the  said  emissions  which  shall  be 
brought  into  the  continental  loan-offices,  before  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
shall,  at  the  election  of  the  owners,  be  received  either  on  loan  or  to  be 
exchanged  for  other  bills ;  and  that  the  same  rules  and  precautions  as  are 
provided  for  registering,  certifving  and  defacing  the  bills  of  the  said  emis- 
sions received  by  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  before  llic 
first  liav  of  June  last,  be  observed  in  respect  to  all  bills  of  the  said  emissions 
^ich  shall  be  brought  in  by  virtue  of  this  resolution.  Provided  that  each 
liolder  of  such  bills  wall  previously  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
^suse  to  be  delivered  to  the'  respective  commissioners  of  the  continents! 
loan-offices  a  certificate  thereof,  signed  by  the  magistrate  administering  the 
lame:  * 

'*  I  do  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  dollars,  of 

the  emissions  of  May  20th,  1777.  and  April  llth,  1778,  of  the  following 
numbers  and  denominations,  viz.  were  mv  property  or  in  my 

possession  on  tiie  iirst  of  June,  1779,  or  at  the  time  of  my  being  informed  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  January,  1779,  for  taking  the  said 
•nnssions  out  of  circulation,  and  were  not  obtained  directly  or  indirectly  at 
»  discount." 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  be  authorized  to 
l^J  off  the  indented  certificates^  which  they  shall  have  issued  for  exchanging 
buls  of  the  emisnoas  of  May  20tb,  irrr,  and  April  llth,  1 77S,  to  any  persons 
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to  whom  such  certificaiM  may  be  endorsed,  provided  that  each  endono' 
ment  shall  be  witnessed  by  a  magiBtrate : 

That  the  commissioiiers  of  Sie  several  eoatiaental  loan-oflBceB  make 
jjtetems  to  the  board  of  treasury  immediately  after  the  1st  day  of  Juuary 
next,  of  the  amount  of  the  bills  received  in  their  respective  offices  after  the  nnl 
iBl«t  day  of  June  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  for  this  purpose 

E roper  bills  be  lodged  at  the  said  offices  within  60  days  from  and  amr  the- 
rstday  of  January  aforesaid. 

A  motion  was  macie  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  strike  out 
the  words,  2d  of  January  for  taking  the  said  emissions  out  of  circulation," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  ioserti  ^  of  July  for  granting  further  time  ta  bring  in 
the  said  emissions." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  standi  theyi 
end  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Pam^Immm^  Mr.  Armstrong*, 

Searle, 


^^JiampaMn,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabotly, 

Masaa'atts-Bay,  Mr.  Gem , 

LoveUt 

Ilolten, 
Bhofk-hlnndf   Mr.  Marchant, 
CotmecUcut,     Mr.  Sherman, 


Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


ay  ) 

no^ 
ay  Say 

ay3 

ay  y&y 

ay) 

ay^ay 

ay  y  ♦ 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


^'Carolina, 


Mulilenberg, 

M^Clene, 
Mr.  M'Keao, 
Mr,  Heniy, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Grifim, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laiirena^ 

Drayton, 


So  it  wns  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  hj  Mr.  Fleming  to  strike 
out  the  words,    and  were  not  obtained  directly  or  indirectlvat  discount.'^ 

On  the  question,  shall  those  words  ^tand?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr*  Smith, 


JKJibnipiAti^  llr.  Whipple^ 

I'eabody, 

Mu8a*9U9-Jiaif,}it.  Gerry, 

LovcU, 
HoHen, 

Jthfide-iaandt   Mr  Marchftnt, 


Jtkw-Tcrk, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


S.-CaroUnOf 


Mr.  Armstrong^^ 

Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
M*Clene, 
)fr>  M'Kcui, 
Mr.  Ctnnkliae^ 

Henry, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
*  Fleming, 
Mr.  Biu-ke, 
Sharpe, 
NL\  Laurens, 
Dnyton, 


So  it  was  resolve^,  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burlce,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  proviso,  including  the  oath. 

And,  on  the  question,  shall  it  stand?  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Sharpe, 


N-BmpMtt  Mr.  Whipple^ 

Peftbody, 

Mmc^sUa^Bay^ytt.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Uolten, 

WtMSttand,  Mr.Matchant, 
Oonoedicu^    Mr.  Sbennan, 

Spencer, 


ay-J 
ay  Vay 
ayJ 

ay  >.ay 

ay 


JV^nhSsney^    Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Pemttybania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 
■  '  Shippen, 
Searle, 
MHhlenbei]g>, 
M'Clene^ 
Delaware^        Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mainland,      Mr.  Cannicbadl, 


an 

ay  j 
ay  >ay 

ay  }ay 
ay 
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Firjimag,       Air.  Smith,  no 
Fleming'}  no 


N.'Cwroiim$    Mr.  Penn, 

liurke. 
Sharps 

S^CmtXna,    Jfr.  Drayton, 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Question  put  to  agree  to  the  report :  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Whereas  it  will  require  time  to  provide  loan-office  certificates  for  bor- 
rowing ^0,000,000  of  doilftrgy  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  29th  oi  June  last : 

Resolved^  That  loan-office  certificates,  of  any  denominatioTi,  already 
struck  by  order  oi  Congress,  be  issued  tor  the  purpose  oi  Lhe  said  loan  ;  any 
thiafl;  contained  in  the  said  certificates  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 

Tfiat  the  board  of  treasuty  be  authorized  to  order  the  treasurer  of  loans . 
to  transmit  to  the  several  conimtssioneraof  the  continental  loan-offices,  such 
of  the  said  certificates  as  are  in  his  possession;  and  that  the  certificates  or- 
dered to  be  struck  the  25th  of  June  last,  be  not  issued  until  the  further  or* 
der  of  Congress. 

Ordertdt  That  Mr.  Ellery  have  leave  of  absence. 

SATURDAY,  July  3,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  fioiu  J.  Prowell,  was  read;  Whereupon,  Congress 
came  to  the  following  reaoiutiou  ; 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  their  resolution  of  the  5th  of  June 
last,  vacatios  the  commission  of  major,  granted  to  captain  ProwelU  in  the 
nth  Pennsylvania  vegimenti  has  been  misunderstood : 

Meulved,  That  tlie  sole  reason  for  vacating  the  said  commission  Wfis  thc^ 
claims  of  elder  captains  in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  over  whom  it  appeared 
that  he  had  been  promoted  by  mistake,  and  not  any  fault  or  want  of  merit 
in  captain  Prowell,  of  whose  cbaractor*  as  an  useful  officer,  Congress  enter* 

tain  a  favourable  opinion. 

A  letter,  ol  tlils  day,  from  Henry  8hrupp,  ensig^n  in  the  German  battalion^ 
was  read,  dcsirit)^  leave  to  resi«fn  las  commission: 

Besolved  That  liis  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  £5th  of  June  from 
A*  Henderson,  report. 

That  the  resignation  of  captain  Alexander  HendersoD,  deputy -commissa- 
ry of  military-stores,  be  accepted. 

Bmivedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  connmittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report : 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  23d  day  of  Mny  last, 
upon  application  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  a  warrant  issued  on  tlie  trea- 
sury in  favour  of  their  delegates,  for  150,01)0  dollars,  the  said  state  to  be  ac- 
countable, and  to  repay  the  same  to  the  cdinmissioner  of  the  continental 
loan -office,  in  the  month  of  August  next,  witii  interest  at  six  per  cent.  And 
vhereas  his  excellency  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  governor  of  the  said  state, 
has  represented  to  Connress,  that  before  the  arrival  of  the  said  money, 
otherjprovision  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  application,  but  as  or* 
ders  for  recruiting  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  the  continental  army  are 
issued,  and  no  money  transmitted  for  that  purpose,  the  general  assembly  of 
t^e  said  state  request  that  Congress  will  charge  the  said  state  with  the  said 
loan,  not  as  a  loan  according  to  the  first  intention,  but  on  account  of  recruit- 
ing and  clothing  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  the  continental  troops  al'ore- 
Saul,  without  any  charge  of  interest : 

Rtsolvedi  That  the  said  request  be  complied  with,  and  the  money  so  re- 
ceived be  charged  to  the  said  state  as  so  much  advanced  for  recruiting  asd 
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cloihin^;  tlieir  quota  of  the  deliciencj  of  contiaenUU  troopfty  and  for  which 
tlie  said  8tate  in  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  liis  excellency  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut 
be  requehledy  it  Liiej  shall  judge  it  expedient,  to  make  a  further  allowance 
in  admtion  to.  what  has  alreadj  been  made  Congrest,  to  Jene  Browo, 
whilst  ridtos;  expteas  in  tiie  senrice  of  the  United  States,. charging  such  al^ 
lowance  to  we  stateir  aforesaid. 

TUESDAY,  July  6,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  r>d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Where  upnn, 

Resolved,  That  Margaret  Corbin,  who  was  wounded  and  disabled  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Washington,  whilst  she  heroically  filled  the  post  of  her 
husband  who  was  killed  by  her  side  serving  a  piece  of  artillery,  do  receive, 
during  her  natural  life,  or  the  continuance  of  the  said  disabilitj,  the  one-half 
of  the  monthly  pay  drawn  bj  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  these  states;  and 
that  she  now  receive  out  of  the  public  stores,  one  complete  suit  of  clotbeii  or 
the  value  thereof  in  money. 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  their  extra  duties  and  service,  the 
officers  in  the  army  of  these  states,  serving  as  sub  and  brij^ade  inspector?,  be 
lUlowLMl,thc  former  three  rations  a  day  and  foraf^e  for  three  horses,  and  the 
latter  two  rations  a  day  and  forage  for  two  horses,  in  lien  of  all  former  ra- 
tions and  fora2:e,  both  as  officers  in  the  line  and  as  ins j)ec tors;  their  sub$is* 
tence  niouey  as  ollicers  in  the  line  to  remain  as  heretoiore. 

A  memorial  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  FrancOt  was  read; 
Whereupon, 

Readvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  excellency  this  gOTemor  of  Ma* 
ryland  to  permit  the  ship  Defence,  which  is  loaded  with  provisions  for  the 
fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  depart  and  carrV  her  cargo  to  the 

place  of  her  destination ;  and  that  care  be  taken  that  she  carry  no  other  pro- 
vision than  the  above^  and  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jui^  7, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  desiring  to^be 
informetl  what  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  are,  and 
vhether,  in  case  of  his  acceptance  of  the  iKffice,  he  will  retain  his  rank  ia 

the  army : 

Ordered,  That  major*general  Heath  be  furnished  with  a  copjof  the  reso- 
lutions establishing;  the  board  of  war  and  defining:  its  powers,  and  that  he 
be  informed  he  wiii  retain  his  rank*  but  be  paid  only  as  a  commissioner  of 
the  board.  | 

THURSDAY,  July  8,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerrj,  seconded  bjMr.  Marchant, 

Prsnlved,  That  a  standing  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  correspond 
with  the  commanding-officer  in  South -Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  report, 
from  time  to  time,  the  necessary  measures  for  defending  the  said  states  ;  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Maichant  and  Mr.  llolten. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  has  represented  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  that  the  trust  reposed  in  him  for  settling  the  accounts  of 
deputies  and  agents  of  the  late  commissary-general,  Joseph  TrumbttU««|^ 
Ceased,  cannot  be  discharged  without  more  assistance  than  is  allowed  by  tbe 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  May  last:  \ 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  breasury  be  autiiorized  to  employ  so  many  au' 
ditional  accountants  or  clerks  to  assbt  in  the  executidn  of  the  said  trust  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary. 

FRIDAY,  July  9,  1779.  • 
.    Mr.  Houston,  a  delegate  for  New- Jersey,  atteaded,  and  produced  the 
credentials,  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 
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Congress  proceeded  to  the  considenit  ion  of  the  reports  of  the  committee, 
consistiDg  ot  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Burke,  appointed  on 
the  28th  of  Ma^  to  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  alarming  expenses  in  the 
commtssarj-genenl's,  quarter-master-eenertl  and  medical  departments* 
and  to  whom  waa  referred  a  letter  of  the  Sd,  from  J.  Cox  and  Charles  Petit, 
assistant  quarter- masters  general;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolvea^  That  the  executive  powers  of  each  state  be  earnestly  reqnested 
instantly  to  make  the  strictest  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  every  person 
within  such  state  respectively  employed,  either  in  the  quarter-master  gene- 
neral  or  purchasing  or  issuing:  commissai  v-general's  departments,  and  in  case 
01  any  kind  oi  misbehaviour  or  strong  suspicion  thereoi  in  any  such  person 
not  bein^  an  officer  immediately  appointed  by  Conjjress,  to  remove  or  sus- 
pend every  huch  person,  ordering  him  at  their  discretion  to  be  prosecuted  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  to  apj^oint  another  in  his  place,  if  ne* 
cessary^  and  wo,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  be,  giving  notice  to  the 
board  of  war,  and  also  to  the  quarter-master  general  or  commissary  general 
in  whose  department  such  removal  or  suspension  shall  be,  of  the  change ;  the 
person  so  appointed  to  have  the  same  authority  and  pay  which  the  |>erson  re- 
moved had  been  vested  with  and  entitled  to,  or  such  pay  as  the  said  execu- 
tive powers  respectively  shall  a*:;ree  for,  to  be  in  like  manner  subject  to  the 
head  of  the  departtnent  tu  winch  lie  belongs,  and  to  observe  all  the  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  deputy  quarter-masters  and  deputy  commissa- 
ries respectively;  anil  that  the  executive  powers  of  each  state  be  in  like 


manner  requested  tu  enquire  into  tiie  number  of  persons  employed  in  the 
qQarter*ma8ter  general^s  and  commissary's  departments^  and  immediately 
to  dischai^  snen  aa  aliaU  be  judged  unnecessary. 
On  which  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


JK-Bbmpaftire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peahody, 
Mast'atit-Majf,  Mr.  Clem, 

Uollen, 


CenneeHcui, 

0 


Mr.  Mtfchant, 

Mr.  SliL  rnian, 
HuiiUiigLou, 
Speneer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 

Mr.  Sctidder, 
Fell, 
Houston, 


av  } 

av  \ 

»yj 

ay  Uy 
ay3 

ay^ay 

ay  J 


PcniHylMMAi^  Mr.  Annstrong, 

Shippea, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
M*Cleiie, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmicbae], 

Henry, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Shaipe, 
Ifr.  Drftyton, 


Maryland^ 

FlrginiOt 


N.'Caruliiui^ 
8^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmadve. 

SATURDAY,         10,  \77^. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  P.  Wikoff,  was  read,  declining  to  accept  the 
office  of  clothier-general. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  maj.  gen.  Gates, 
ID  recommendation  of  captain  3anckc,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Mesohedt  That  captain  Bancke  be  informed  that  although  Congress  have 
a  high  sense  of  his  merit  and  are  obliged  by  his  ofiers  to  serve  in  the  army 
of  these  United  States,  yet  they  find  it  impracticable  to  employ  him  snitabljr 
to  his  wishes. 

That  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  capt.  Bancke^S 
case,  tlic  expenses  he  has  incurred,  and  the  losses  by  liini  sustained,  the  sum 
of  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  him,  to  enable  liim  to  return  to  Europe  ;  and  that 
Qntil  a  convenient  passage  can  be  procured  by  capt.  Bancke,  he  })i  ocee(l  to 
the  army  under  the  command  of  major-general  Gates,  who  is  authorized  to 
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employ  him,  during  his  necessary  stay  in  America,  in  such  way  as  tlie  ge- 
neral shall  think,  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  senrtce  and  agreeable  to 
captain  Bancke* 

MONDAY,  My  12,  1779. 

Mr*  Forbes,  a  detente  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat. 
Resohfed,  That  on  Thnrsdaj  neit,  immediately  after  reading  the  jeitnil. 

Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  clothier-eeneral. 
On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr,  Morris,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  his  excellency  the  pjovernor  of  North-Carolina,  to  the  delegntcs 
of  the  said  state,  refiuestin«3;  that  the  troops  ot  that  state  in  the  cuntinLnial 
line,  may  be  ordered  to  march  to  the  southward  for  the  defence  of  bouth- 

Carolina, 

Besolved,  That  the  season  ot  year  renders  it  dangerous  to  tlie  lires  of 
the  men,  and  that  it  will  in  other  respects  be  inexpedient  to  mareh  tiie  troops 
of  North-Carolba  in  the  continental  line,  from  tiie  main  armj  to  the  soata* 
ern  states,  but  that  as  soon  as  it  can  consistently  be  done.  Congress  vill 
cheerful! J  comply  with  the  request  of  the  said  state.  In  the  mean  time, 
Congress  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  aflbrd 
the  army  in  South  Carolina  the  reinforcements  of  which  thej  stand  in  need, 
agreeably  to  their  former  recommendation* 

TUESDAY,  July  13, 1779. 
On  a  report  from  tiie  board  of  war, 

Metohei,  That  capt.  M<Lane's  company,  now  attached  to  the  Delawaie 
regiment,  and  the  dismounted  dragoons  belonging  to  major  Lee's  psrtizan 
corps,  be  formed  into  a  fourth  troop  and  added  to  the  corps:  this  troop  to  be 

commanded  by  capt.  M'Lane,  and  to  serve  on  foot:  the  numbers  of  which 
it  is  to  consist,  to  oe  ascertained,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  thereof  to  be 
appointed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Atlee,  two  of  tlie  members  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  go  to  the  New-Hampshire  grants,  laid  before  Coogres2»  au  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

WEDNESDAY.  July  14, 1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  Harman  Baron  Zed- 

witz,  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Eesolvi'd,  That  Harman  Baron  iiedwitz,  formerly  a  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  service  of  these  states,  aqd  who,  for  certain  ttaiterous  practices,  was 
sentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  be  confined  during  the  war,  be  nevertheless, 
in  consideration  of  his  own  unhappy  condition,  after  a  confinement  of  near 
three  years,  and  the  consequent  distress  of  his  wife  and  children,  permitted 
to  depart  theae  stales,  together  with  his  fiimilj,  on  giving  his  parole  not  ts 
bear  arms  against  the  United  States  or  their  allies  daring  the  war  ;  aod 
thai  the  aMriae  committee  be  directed  to  provide  a  passage  for  them  in  a 
continental  vessel  to  the  West'Ihdies,  and  furnish  necessaries  for  the  voy* 
ago  thither,  from  whence  tfa^maj  return  to  their  friends  in  Europe* 

THURSDAY,  July  15, 1779. 
Mr.  Perziior  Frazer  was  nominated  by  Mr.  M'Kean  for  the  office  of 
clothier-general : 

Coijffress  proceeded  to  the  election ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Per- 

zifor  Frazer  waa  elected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Clene,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 
BeBolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed 

fortiiwtth  to  cattse  the  crews  of  vessels  captured  from  the  enemy,  to  be  cou 
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field  9a  board  priMa-aldpay  and  supplied  and  treated  in  all  respecU  in  the 
nne  Banner  as  tlie  erews  of  vessels  belonging  to  these  UoUcd  8tites  ami 
ci|itnied  bj  the  efiemj,  are  Mippiied  and  treated. 

FRIDAY,  Juljf  16, 1779. 
The  board  of  war  report, 

Tliat  thcj'  have  attended  to  the  letter  of  colonel  John  Brown,  relative  to 
colonel  James  Easton,  referred  to  them,  and  upon  examining  into  the  case  of 
colonel  Easton,  thej  find  that  a  chai  ge  had  been  exhibited  against  him  and 
colonel  BrowD,  then  major  Brown,  bj  general  Arnold,  for  plundering  theef* 
feels  of  prisoners  taken  at  Sorel ;  that  on  the  .S6th  of  April,  1776»  Congreo 
reMlved  that  the  commissioners  from  Congress  in  Canada, should  be  iDStrnci- 
edie  csose  enquiry  to  be  made  bj  a  court-martial,  or  otherwise,  into  the  said 
charge,  80  far  as  it  respected  colonel  Easton :  that  on  the  1st  of  August,  1776, 
Congress  resolved  that  colonel  John  Brown  should  be  allowed  the  rank  and 
mj  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  armj  from  the  20th  day  of 
Kovember,  1775,  to  that  time  : 

That  James  Easton  was  entitled  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  continental 
arm  J  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the  pay  of  a  colonel  from  that 
day  until  he  should  be  dischargert,  which  it  was  declared  ought  to  be  done  aS 
sooD  as  a  court  of  enquiry  should  report  in  his  favor,  or  a  court-martial 
should  determine  upon  his  conduct,  and  their  sentence  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion :  that  it  seenas  no  such  enquiry  or  court-martial  has  ever  been,  and  at 
this  late  period,  probably  never  will  be  held  :  that  it  was  tlie  duty  of  col. 
Eaaioii  long  since  to  have  procured  such  court  to  sit,  or  if  that  had  been  found 
impracticable,  to  have  inforu^ed  Congress  thereof:  that  it  does  not  appear 
he  has  dune  or  attempted  to  do  either,  but  has  contentedly  drawn  his  pay  to 
this  liiiie  ^V^hereuQon, 

Mmlved,  That  colonel  James  Easton  be  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Aletter,  of  the  i4th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclosihga  letter  of 
the  26th  of  Jane  from  Samuel  Saffi>rd,  lieutenant-colonel,  informing,  that 
WiUism  Sherman,  pay-master  of  colonel  Wamei^s  regiment,  had  offered  to 
resign,  which,  as  he  nas  not  settled  the  accounts  of  the  rejgtment  since  raised, 
sndnas  in  his  hands  a  considerable  sum  o(  money  which  is  its  due,  the  said  lieu- 
tensDt«colonel  thinks  ottgfit  not  to  be  admitted  until  his  accounts  are  settled. 

SATURDAY,  JiU^  17,  1779, 

Aletter,  of  the  17th,  from  Ann  Conyngham,  and  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  were  read,  representing  that  captain  ' 
^tustavus  Conyngham,  now  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  is  closely  confined 
^nfl  ordered  to  be  sent  to  England,  and  praying  tkiat  measures  may  be 
taken  for  the  security  of  his  person  : 

Ord^n-ed,  lliat  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whooi  was  referred  a  petition  from  Mr.  S.  de  Luce- 
na,  brought  in  a  report  ;  Wliereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  de  Lucena  nas  no  just  claim  upon  the  United  States 
for     reimbursement  of  his  expenses  incurred  in  searching  for  sulphur 
mines,  as  set  forth  in  liis  petition. 
On  a  recommendation  and  report  of  the  board  of  war, 
Resolvedy  That  William  Wallace  be  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  col- 
\  oKel  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery,  his  commission  to  bear  date  May  Is^ 
,  1779 :  that  John  Carson  be  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  ditto,  his  com- 
I  imm  to  bear  date  May  Sd,  I77d :  that  Benjamin  Mosely,  jun.  be  appointed 
second  lieutenant  in.  the  said  regiment,  his  commission  to  bear  date  Mar 
^1 1779 :  that  Alexander  Thompson  be  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  coi- 
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onel  Lamp's  reginieiit  ui  artillery,  his  commission  to  bear  date  May  3l8t, 
1779  :  that  Henry  Savage  and  Moacs  Porter  be  u|»poutted  second  lieutenants 
in  colonel  Crane's  regiment  of  artillerj»  their  coaunitilons  to  bear  date 
April  2Ut.  1779, 
The  committee  on  the  treasurj  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereofion, 
sBesolved,  That  5,000,180  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasuryi  in  biUaof  the  fol- 
lowing denominations^  viz. 

2r,OS8bi]bor  dOdoUarseach,  2,162,240    27,028  bills  of   SdoUancacb,  81,084 

27,028   do.     70  1,891,960     27,028    do.       2  54,056 

27,028   do.     20  540,560     27,U28  do.       1  27,028 

27,028   do.       5  135,140 

27,028  do.      4  108412  5,000^180 

/That  the  said  bills,  excepting  tlie  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  those  emitted  the  7th  daj  of  May  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the  last  num- 
ber in  each  regpectiTe  denomination  progressiveW* 

Mesolwdf  That  the  farther  turn  of  10>000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of 
the  United  States,  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States; 

Thatthe  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emissions  directed  on  the  4th  of  June  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the 
last  number  in  each  denomioatioD  progressiveij,  and  consist  of  the  following 
denominations,  viz : 

45,1 55  bills  of  60  doBan  each,  2,727,300  45,455  bills  of  8  doUm  eadw  36.1,640 
45,465  do.      50  -  2,272,750    45,455  do.     7  -  318,185 

45,455  do.     40  -  1,818,200    45,455  do.      5  -  227,285 

45,455  do.     30  •  1,363,650   

45^  do.     30     f     -       ,     909,100  ^0,OOQ400 

On  application  of  tlie  committee  of  commerce, 

Bemvtd^  That  a  commission  for  a  private  vessel  of  war  be  granted  to  the 
said  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  granted  to  such  person  as  thejr 
judz^  proper,  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  like  com'missions are  |p»nted 

by  the  respective  states. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  letter  respecting 
Gustavus  Con^'nglmm,  br(Miw;ht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  following  lettci  from  the  secretary  of  Congress  be  writ- 
ten to  the  admiral  or  oilier  commanding  officer  of  the  fleets  or  ships  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  lying  in  the  harbor  of  New-Yorlt : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  in- 
form you  that  they  have  received  evidence  that  Gustavus  Conyngham,  a  citi- 
zen of  America,  late  commander  of  an  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  the 
said  states,  and  taken  on  board  a  private  armed  cutter,  bath  been  treated  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  the  practice  of  Christian 
civilized  nations.  I  am  ordered  in  the  name  of  Congress  to  demand  that 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  be  n;iven  for  tliis  conduct,  or  that  tlie  said  Gusta- 
vus Conyngham  be  immediatel  y  released  from  his  present  ri^rous  and  igno- 
minious confinement.  With  all  due  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

BesoloeA,  Hiat  unless  a  satisfactory  answer  be  received  to  the  aforegoing 
letter  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  the  marine  committee  do 
immediately  cause  to  be  confined,  in  close  and  safe  custody,  such  and  so  ma- 
ny persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  in  order  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  said 
Gustavus  Conyngham. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  immediately  transmitted  to  New-York 
by  tlie  board  of  war,  and  that  copies  of  the  said  letter  and  resolution  be  dc- . 
livercd  to  the  wife  of  capt«  Conyngham  and  to  the  petitioners. 
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.   MONDAY,  My  19,  1779. 

A  memorial  frnm  Pery.ifor  Frazer  uas  rerid,  declinini*",  OH  acCOUDt  of  UlO 
lalary,  to  accept  tlie  oflice  of  clothtM -i:;erieral  ;  AV  hereupon. 
Ordered,  That  Congress  proceed  to  a  new  choice. 

WEDNESDAY,  Julif  21,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mi  .  Huntington,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, on  a  meaiorial  ot  John  Gartia  Duarti,  and  the  reports  thereon^  brought  in 
a  report;  Whereupon, 

Uuolvedn  That  the  board  of  war  at  Boston  forthwith  deliver  to  the  eaid  J. 
6/J9uarti»  if  he  shall  require  it,  or  to  his  order^  all  the  coin  now  in  their 
hands,  and  all  the  goods  yet  unsold,  being  parts  of  the  cargo  of  the  snow 
"  Nostra  Sennora  del  Carniel  et  Saint  Antonio^'' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqAired  by  Mr* 
Laarens, 


y.-ffampghire,  "Mr.  Peahody, 
Jilm'ttti'May,  Mr.  Gerr}', 

JLoveU, 


ay  >*y 


lilode-Idand, 
Neui-Jmey, 


Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Ihiane, 

Moii'is, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Honutoa, 


PetmayhtrnM,  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

M*Clene, 

/klawarCf        Mr.  M'Kcan, 
Maryland,       Mr.  Carmicbael, 

ncnty, 
Forbes, 

N.-CaroUna,     Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 

iV.-Car«liiM,     Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


ay 


ay 


ay  }.ay 

•J? 
ayUy 

ay3 


So  it  WIS  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Btsolvtd,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  memorial  and  representation  of 
the  said  J*  G«  Duarti,  and  all  the  other  papers  relative  to  the  said  snow^her 
ciigo,  and  proceedings  had  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  like  copies  transmitted  to  his  excellency 
the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  honorable  the  council  of 
Massachusetts-Bay  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  powers  respec- 
tively to  cause  the  raost  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  be  taken,  that  full 
reparation  and  satisfaction  be  made  and  given  to  the  said  J.  G.  Duarti,  and 
the  owners  ot  the  said  snow  and  cai^o,  for  the  injury  sustained  in  the  capture 
ttid  detention  of  the  said  snow  by  Joseph  Cunningham,  late  commander  of 
the  private  armed  schooner  PhoNuz,  as  appears  from  the  papers  and  ezhitnts 
•fore  mentioned. 

liesolvedy  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  said  powrers,  that  the 
most  effectual  measures  be  taken,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  for 
apprehending  and  bringing  to  condign  punishment  tne  said  Joseph  Cunning- 
bam,  Carter  Braxton,  and  any  other  person  or  persons  that  may  be  justly 
Ucenied  guilty  of  the  seizing  and  capture  of  t!ie  said  J.  G.  Duarti,  with  the 
*>aid  snow,  her  crew  and  car^o,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations;  to  the 
•ad,  that  the  good  faith  ami  honour  of  these  United  States,  the  rights  of 
Aeatrality  and  laws  of  nations,  may  be  inviolably  maintained  and  supported  : 

On  the  question  for  inserting  "  Carter  Braxton,*'  which  was  moved  by  Mr. 
^err^u^  seoonded  by  Mr.  Lanrensy  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 


^ew-Hatr^skire,  Mr.  Pesbody, 
J^^oauifttU'May,  Mr.  deny, 

Loyel], 
Holten, 

Jihode-Mmd,    Mr.  Marchaat, 
CmiteUaa,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 


ay  >-ay 
ay-^ 
ay  Vay 
ayJ 
ay  >^y 


Peimtyhania, 
Ikbsume,  ' 


Mr.  Jay, 

Moms, 
Mr.  Tell, 

Houston, 
Mr.  Muhlenbetg,  ay  > 

M'Clcne,  ay  S  ^ 
Mr.  M'Keao,       ay  ^^ay 


« 
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Mayland, 

Mr.  Carmichael,  ayl       |iV.-Caroliiw^     .Mr.  Uurke, 
Ilenrv,          av  >av    1  hharoe. 
Forbes^        ayS      lA-Cmimib  Hr.Lauf€ii% 
Mr.  Griffin,       no'y     1  Df^ton, 

ay 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmicliaelf 
Henrj', 
Forbes^ 
Mr  Cnffin, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Virginia, 


So  it  was  resolved  io  the  affirmattve. 
On  the  nuestioQ  to  agree  to  the  resoltttion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re^ 
quired  by  Air.  Laurens, 

N^Ebmpehirt,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
Mauf^ttU'Bay,^.  Com, 

Ilolten, 

Lovell, 

Rkod^hUtad^   Mr.  Marchant, 
Couneetieutt     Mr.  Huntin^n, 

Spencer, 
New-YorlSf       Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Jfe^'JefKSt     Mr.  Fell, 

Houiiton, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

THURSDAY,  Juhj9.%  1779. 
Mr.  J.  He  we  9,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolinay  attended,  apid  took  his 

scat  in  Contrress. 

Mr.  Edrauiul  Randolph,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Alter  reading  tlie  journal  of  yesteraay,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Penn, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Fleming,  to  reconsider  the  report  of  yesterday  respecting 
tlie  capture  of  the  snow  "Nostra  Sennora  del  Carmel  et  Saint  Antonio.'' 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Mr.  Wlxipple, 
Peabody, 
Ma»sa*9t$9'M^»  Mr-  Level], 

Mhode-lsland,    }&x.  Maichaiit, 

Collins, 


JSTew-rork, 


Ifr.  Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morri% 

Lewta^ 
Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 


no 
no 
no 
no 

no 
no 
no 
no 

no"> 
no 
no  [ 
noj 

no5 


I  i 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


Pemujfhatua,  Mr,  Armstrong',  no^ 

Muliienberg,  novno 
M<Clen^ 
Mr.  Dickimoiv 

M*Kean, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Forbes, 
Mr.teith» 
jPkming, 
Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hewes,  excus'd 
Sharpen  no^ 
Mr.  Laurens,         ay  ^ 
Drayton,       ay  5 


Ikhufare, 
Firginia, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
'    A  copy  of  a  letter  from  captain  Harry,  and  one  from  captain  John  YoVQff, 

to  their  owners,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  :  * 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Delaware  and  Maiy* 
land,  and  that  tliey  take  oriler  thereon. 

^  A  representation  ol  lieutenant-colonel  David  Brearlj,  jun.  was  read,  set- 
tinjj  forth,  '-that  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  to  which  he  belongs,  baa  lately 
appointed  him  chief  justice  of  that  stated  an  office  important  and  honoura- 
ble, but  not  lucrative,  and  have  requested  him  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
retire  from  the  army  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  :  that  he  is  de- 
termined to  comply  with  their  request  but  is  very  desirous  of  holding  his 
rank  in  the  arm^  without  pay.''  ^ 

On  motion  ofMr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Beiolved,  That  the  desire  of  lieutenant-colonel  David  Brearly,  jun.  to 
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hold  kis  rank  ia  the  army,  after  he  shall  have  accepted  the  office  of  chief* 

justice  of  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  cannot  be  complied  witli. 

Whereas  great  numbers  of  tlie  privates  of  the  convLMUion  troopg  have 
fleserteil,  and  iire  daily  deserting,  and  there  ia  ^eat  rcaaoa  to  believe  the/ 
arc  encouraged  thereto  by  their  uiUcers : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  anthori7.ed  at  their  discretioQ|  to  take 
e&ctuai  weasuies  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  the  said  troopa. 

FRIDAY,  Jii/y  2$.  1779. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

Iksuived,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Andrew  Caldwell,  of  captain 
Coren's  companj  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  be  accepted. 

Wbereas  in  tne  unsettled  state  of  public  affairs,  duriag  the  contest  with 
Great-Britain,  the  necessities  of  the  United  Colomea  or  Statea  induced  their 
oficers  In  sundry  places,  to  take  poaeeiaion  of  divers  lota  or  piecea  of  ground 
is  many  of  the  United  Ooloniea  now  States,  and  barracks,  hospitals,  stables* 
itore-luMisea  and  other  bniklings  have  been  erected  thereon,  aometinies  with- 
out the  expresa  consent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  many  of  whom  now 
either  claim  exorbitant  rents,  or  attempt  to  seize  upon  and  hold  or  remove 
the  Inildingv  which  were  ao  built  without  the  express  consent  of  the  said 
praprictora,  or  where  terms  have  been  agreed  on  and  the  times  for  which  the 
^iiflds  were  taken  are  expired, 

Bmlved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective 
state*,  to  make  effectual  provision  by  laws  for  the  preservation  of  the  btiild- 
ings  belonging  to  the  United  States  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and 
lof  the  punisbuieiit  of  those  who  shall  seize  upon  or  injure  the  same:  and 
that  in  cases  where  there  are  considerable  buildings  which  cannot  be  remov- 
ed with  convenience  to  tlie  j)iiblic,  the  proprietors  ot  ihe  jitouiid  be  obliged 
to  gaffer  the  buildings  to  remain  thereon,  at  least  during  the  war,  receiving 
therefur  such  coinpeiisatiou  as  shall  be  allowed  by  indifferent  and  proper 
persons  duly  appointed  and  authorised  to  appraise  and  value  the  same :  tnat 
all  grounds  or  places  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  although  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals,  sluill  remain  during  the  war  appropriated  (if  not  before 
that  time  abandoned  by  orderti  ot  the  proper  authority,)  for  the  military  pur- 
poMi  intended  by  their  being  possessed  by  the  troops :  and  that  no  en* 
crotchaients  shall  be  nude  on  tne  said  grounds  or  )>laces ;  but  the  officer 
covaiandiDe  at  the  poat  shall  rediove  all  auch  encroachroenta  on  thedepen* 
dendes  sf  £e  garrison,  tiie  forts  or  any  oot-worka  thereof,  ao  that  such  ex- 
toitof  grmind  ahall  remain  unoccupied  for  any  private  purpose  round  the 
ftrti  or  garrisons,  aa  the  defence  of  the  same  posts  may  require ;  and  that 
compensation  be  made  to  the  proprietora  of  such  srounda  in  the  manner 
hereta  before  mentioned  s  that  where  permanent  boildinga  are  erected  with 
the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  ground,  and  no  price  is  agreed  on  or  trana* 
r^r  made  thereof,  if  voluntary  agreemento  cannot  be  made,  the  appraners  so 
to  he  appointed  as  herein  before  mentioned,  shall  value  and  appraise  the 
ground  on  which  such  building  is  erected,  according  to  circumstances,  and 
on  receipt  or  tender  of  the  amount  of  such  appraisement,  the  said  ground  be 
vested  in  and  considered  as  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  fee  sim- 
ple orotherwi&e,  according  to  tho  estate  held  therein  by  the  proprietor  or 
former  occupant  thereof. 

And  whereas  divers  persons  become  possessed  of  the  property  of  the 
Inited  States,  either  expressly  delivered  to  their  care  on  public  roads  from 
W  impossibility  to  transport  the  same  to  the  place  or  places  of  destination  by 
hioiiess  of  roails,  breaking  down  of  teams  or  other  causes,  or  by  Unding  or 
^•kiag  the  same :  ' 

Wwwd,  That  It  be  also  recommended  to  the  said  legislatures  to  make  . 
Pnnrision  by  law,  to  oblige  persona  pobae^sed  of  hoiaes,  cattle^  stores,  or 


Digitized  by  Google 


SiB  JOURKALS  OF  CONGIUS^  1779. 


other  property  belongin AT  to  the  Vnited  States,  to  deliver  the  same  on  de- 
mand to  the  proper  otUcer,  or  lu  case  no  detaarul  is  made,  to  give  notice 
tliereof  in  a  limited  time  to  the  executive  power  of  the  state  wherein  thejr 
reside*  or  to  the  nearest  qQarter^master,  commissary  or  nublie  agent,  and 
imposioff  heavy  tnes  on  snch  who  neglect  or  refase  so  to  do;  and  in  easM 
of  felonies  committed  on  the  property  of  the  United  8|ates»  that  pertons 
guilty  thereof  be  brought  to  immediate  and  exemplarr  punishment. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  a  plan  for  regulating  t1ie  hide  depart- 
ment, Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration  ;  and  thereupon, 

Jie^iolved,  That  wli^risoever  the  business  of  the  hide  department  shall  re- 
quire it  in  any  state,  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint 
a  proper  person  to  be  commissary  of  hides  therein,  removable  by  the  said 
board  for  mismanagemeDt,  or  when  by  the  alteration  of  circumstances  ia 
the  particular  state  no  such  officer  ia  further  necessary :  providsd»  that  when 
tiie  business  of  the  department  will  admit  of  it,  two  or  more  states  may.  by 
the  said  board,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  one  commissary : 

That  the  board  of  war  draw  up  instructions,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
direction  and  government  of  the  commissaries  of  hides  in  the  respective 
states,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  to  regulate  their  conduct  by  suck  ia- 
structions : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective  states, 
in  which  commissaries  of  hides  are  thoni;ht  necessary  to  be  appointed,  to 
superitiLend  their  conduct,  and  in  case  ot  delinquency  to  suspend  the  per- 
son acting  in  that  office,  informing  Congress,  or  the  board  of  war  thereof  and 
of  the  reason -on  which  such  suspension  is  founded : 
.  That  the  clothier-nneral  have  the  auperintendence  of  the  commissa- 
ries of  hides,  and  that  lie  be  allowed  a  clerk  extraordinary  to  enable  him  to 
transact  the  business  N^itli  the  said  commissaries,  who  shall  make  returns 
at  least  quarterly  to  the  clothier-^encral,  and  he  shall  draw  the  u  hole  of  the 
returns  received  from  the  several  commis«^aries  into  a  general returo,  ftud 
transin'tt  the  same  fjuai  tL'r  l  v  to  the  board  dfwar: 

That  tiie  ciothier-geuei al  supply  monies,  from  time  to  tune,  to  the  cooi- 
missaries  in  the  respective  states,  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  contracW 
and  pay  their  assistants  and  clerks ;  and  tliat  he  be  furnished  with  money 
accordingly  by  the  board  of  treasury,  on  estimates  signed  by  the  bssni 
of  war : 

That  the  respective  commissaries  of  hides  have  so  many  assijitants  m 
clerks,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  war  the  circumstances  of  their  busi- 
ness shall,  from  time  to  time,  require : 

That  the  pa^  of  a  commissary  of  hides  be  a  sum  not  exceeding  300  dollil* 
per  moDth,  one  ration  a  day,  iitui  the  value  of  three  rations  more,  as  it  now 
is,  or  hereafter  ahali  be  settled  for  office&'S  in  the  line,  and  iorage  lor  udc 

horse : 

1  liat  the  pay  of  an  assistant  commissary  be  a  sum  not  exceeding  1^0 
dollars  per  month,  one  ration  a  day,  the  value  of  one  ration  more  as  shsfs- 
mentionedy  and  forage  for  an  horse. 

Begolved,  That  the  pay  of  a  clerk  be  a  sum  not  exceeding  100  dolto 
per  month,  one  'ration  a  day,  and  the  value  of  one  ration  more  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  for  regulating  and  retrenching  the  expenses  w 
the  departments,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  60  copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  autlmrized  to  employ  and  a^rec 
with  a  copperplate-printer,  on  such  terms  as  tiny  shall  judge  reasoruible.  ; 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  Iv.wc  appointed  Francis  SwaiaSj 
Henry  Epple,  Michael  Kimmeil,  Jacob  Gtali,  ji  .  Christopher  Baker,  Dsviu 
Shafter,  jr. Michael  Shobart,  Henry  Kammerer,  James  Wilson,  Jacob Scbrei' 
aery  and  Charlea  Cbt,  signers  of  bills  of  credit 
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SATURDAY,  July  24,  1779. 

•  On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

•  Ueaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  lesolutiou  passed  yesterday,  respecttnx  the 
presenration  of  the  public  buildings  &c.  as  relates  to  the  purchase  of  the 
pwd  whereon  permaeent  Imildiogs  are  erected^  be  re-considered,  and  that 
Seiame  be  referred  to  a  eommittee  of  three. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clothier-general ;  and^  the  ballots 
hinf  taken,  Mr.  James  Wilkinson  was  elected,  having  been  previonsl/ 
MMBUiated  bj  Mr.  Henr j. 

MONDAY,        S6»  1779. 

If  r.  C«  Harnett,  a  delegate  of  North-Carolinay  attended*  and  took  his  seat 
ia  Congress. 

A  letter  of  the  21st»  from  general  Washington^  was  read,  enclosing  his 
orders  of  the  10th  to  general  Wajne,  for  the  attack  of  Stoney-Point,  orders 
issued  by  general  Wayne  July  the  1 5th,  and  general  Wayne's  letter  of  the 
17th  to  general  Washington,  giving  an  accountofhis  success,  and  enclosing 
a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  and  of  the  stores  taken  : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  mtelligeace. 
Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Moi  ris,  secooded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  - 
Resolved,  unaninu)tisly,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  his  excel* 
lency  seDeral  Washington,  for  the  vigilance,  wisdom  and  magnanimjtv,  with 
which  he  hath  conducted  the  military  operations  of  these  states,  ana  which 
are  among  manjr  other  signal  instances  manifested  iii  his  orders  for  the  lafb 
glorious  enterprize  and  euccessfttl  attack  on  the  enemy's  fortress  on  the 
banks  of  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved,  7inanhnously,  That  the  thnnks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  briga- 
dier-general Wayne,  for  his  brave,  prudent  aud  soldiery  conduct  iu  the 
Spirited  and  weii  conducted  attack  of  ^toney-Point. 

Resolved,  unanimuushj,  That  Congress  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  aud  soldiers  under  the  command  of  brigadier-seneral 
Wayne,  in  -the  assault  of  the  enemy's  works  at  Stoney- Point,  and  highly  com* 
mend  the  coolness,  discipline  and  nrm  intrepidity  exmbited  on  that  occasion. 

Mesohed,  uwmimomltff  That  lientenant-coi.  Flenry,  and  major  Stewart* 
who,  by  their  situation  m  leading  the  two  attacks,  had  a  more  immediate  op* 
portunity  of  distinguishing  themselves,  have,  by  their  personal  achievements^ 
exhibited  a.bright  example  to  their  brother  soldiers,  and  merit  in  a  particilUr 
manner  the  approbation  and  acknowledgment  of  the  United  States. 

Resolvedf  unanimomly.  That  Congress  warmly  approve  and  applaud  tho 
cool,  determined  spirit  with  which  lieut.  Gibbons  and  iieut.  Knox  led  on  the 
iorlorn  hope,  braving  danger  and  death  in  the  cause  of  their  country. 
Resolved,  linanimously,  That  a  medal,  emblematical  of  this  action,  be  struck; 
That  one  of  gold  be  presented  to  brigadier-j^eneral  Wa^rne,  and  a  silver 
one    lientenant'eolonei  Flenry  and  major  Stewart  respectiTeiy. 

Eetohedf  unammoudfft  That  brevets  of  captain  be  given  to  Kentenant  Gib- 
bons and  lieutenant  Knox : 

That  the  brevet  of  captain  be  civen  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  bearer  of  thegeii'* 
eral's  letter,  and  volunteer  aid  to  origadier-general  Wayne : 

That  Congress  approve  the  promises  of  reward  tnade  by  brigadier-general 
AVayne,  witli  the  concurrence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to  the  troops  under 
his  command  : 

That  the  value  of  the  military  stores  taken  at  St^)ney-Point  be  ascertained 
and  divided  among  the  gallant  troops  bj  whom  it  was  reduced,  in  such  man- 
ner and  proportion  as  the  commander  in  c^ief  shall  prescribe. 

TUESDAY,  July  27,  1779. 

Mr.  Matthews,  one  of  the  delegate*  kom  South-Cafolina^  atteeded^  and 

produced  his  credentials. 
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Mr.  Drayton  hud  betore  Congress  farther  credentials,  which  were  read. 

The  committee,  consisUiio  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Ha 
tington»  to  whom  was  referred  an  address  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  broo: 
in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the.  sense  expressed  of  the  endeaTors  of  Congress 
general  sood  in  the  address  of  the  merchants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  isv 
acceptable,  and  thej  maj  rest  assured  that  Congress  will  at  all  times  | 
a  proper  attention  to  the  mercantile  in  common  with  the  other  interesl 
the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 

JResolvedj  That  the  delegates-  of  -the  state  of  Massachnsetta-Baj  keis 
quested  to  communicate  the  above  acknowledgment  and  aasarance  sa  ' 
part  of  Congress  to  the  merchants  of  Boston. 
,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mesolvedf  That  the  board  of  treasury  cause  the  medals,  in  honor  of 
commander  in  chief  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  be  stni 
without  delay,  asr^'^eably  to  the  several  resolutions  ofCongress  on  this  Stti 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  bi  \^;;idier-gencrul  Scott  be  ordered  to  use  every  means  in 
his  power  to  forward  the  troops  under  his  command  to  Charleston^  in  Sou^ 
Carolina,  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  *'| 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  major-general  Heatli,  was  readj  desiriDgtobi 
eiLcused  from  acting  as  commissioner  of  the  board  of  war.  i 

THURSDAY,  July  29,  1779- 

A*l6tter,  of  the  28th,  from  capt.  Baldesqui,  pay -master  of  brigadier  couB 
Pulaski's  legion,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  cause  the  acci 
of  the  said  legion»  for  the  reason  set  forth  in  the  said  letter,  to  be  settled 
such  proofs  as  in  the  discretion  of  the  auditors  or  commissioners  of 
shall  oe  judged  satisfactonr. 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  commissioners  of  claims,  ai 
the  ballots  being  taken;  Mr.  John  Dyer  Mercier  and  Mn  Eleazer  M^Coi 
were  elected. 

On  motion  by  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  elected  for  the  said  committee,  in  th 
room  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  are  absent:  the  members  chosei^ 
Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Randolph. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  ' 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Adainson  Tannehill,  of  Rawling's  regiment,  hi 
appointed  a  captain  in  that  regiment,  his  commission  to  be  dated  the  lsto| 
April,  ir78. 

FRIDAY,  JwZy  30,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  the  minister  of  France,  was  read,  enclosingan 
appointment  of  sieurde'Annemours  to  be  vice-consul  in  the  state  of  Virgini'i: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee;  and  that 
they  cause  the  commission  of  Mr.  d'Annemours  to  be  recorded  in  the  book 
by  thcui  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  his  appointment  made  known  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  board  or 
treasury  relative  to  finance ;  and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  following 

Ordinance  for  ettoblislui^i;;  a  board  of  treasury  ,  and  the  proper  officers  for  managmg  the  fiuaiiccs 

of  tliese  United  States.  ' 

The  principal  officers  of  the  board  shall  consist  of  three  conuaissioncrti 
not  members  of  Congress,  and  two  members  of  Congress,  any  three  of 
to  form  a  board  for  the  deapalcix  of  busiiie«»s.    The  commiisioners  aw 
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iDQuaUj  appointed  by  Congress,  and  cootinue  in  office  until  a  new  election* 
\  ifB  menber  of  Congresa  ahall  continae  to  eenre  as  a  member  of  the  said  board 
l^ger  than  six  months  bj  virtue  of  one  appointment^  nor  shall  there  ha 
lisre  than  one  member  of  the  said  iNiard  at  any  time  belonging  to  the  same 
The  board  to  ^^re  a  seal  of  office,  a  secretary,  a  clerk  and  messeii^ 
Kr;  the  secretary  to  be  annnallj  appointed  by  Congress*  the  clerk  and  mes- 
pger  bj  the  board.  •  ' 

s)|B&t  there  be  the  following  offices:  the  auditor-general's,  the  treasurer's, 
iro  chambers  of  accounts,  and  six  auditors  for  settling  claims  and  accounts 
jpfising  in  the  army. 

That  in  the  auditor's  office  there  be  an  auditor-general,  and  assistant  an- 
soallj  appointed  by  Congress,  and  two  olerka  appointed  by  the  auditor-gen. 

That  in  the  freasiirpr -8  office  there  be  one  treasurer  annually  appointed 
ID?  Congress,  and  one  clerk  appointed  by  the  treasurer. 
That  each  chamKier  of  accounts  siiall  consist  of  three  commissioners  and 
0  clerks. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  be  aulhorized  to  discliarg^e  the  auditors  of  tlie 
jrn»y  orany  of  them  whenever  tliev  shall  find  it  expedient. 

That  the  commissioner^i  an<l  clerks  of  the  chaiuUer  of  account^»,  and  au- 
dil(irst(3r  the  army,  be  annually  elecieU  by  Congress  ;  and  that  the  auditor- 

feral,  treasurer  and  auditors  lor  the  army,  be  respectively  accountable  iur 
conduct  uf  tlitiir  clerks. 
That  apartments  be  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  several  offices 
|f  tlie  treasury,  in  the  city  or  place  where  Con|:ress  shall  hold  their  sessions, 
.j^  Tbt  die  duties  of  the  several  offices  be  as  loUows : 

The  commissioners  or  boaid  of  treasury  to  have  the  general  superintend 
iesceof  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  officers  entrusted  with 

SBieoeipt  and  eacpenditure  or  applicatloB  of  the  public  money,  bills  of  ex- 
ange  or  loan-office  certificates:  to  inspect  the  treasury:  to  laybmre 
pangress  estimates  of  the  public  expenses,  and  necessary  supplies:  and  to 
nil  on  public  officers  for  information  :  to  carry  into  effect  all  acts  and  reso- 
lotions  of  Congress  for  emitting  bills  of  credit  and  of  exchange,  loan-oflko 
rniiiicates  or  other  securiUes,  and  establishing  lotteiies :  to  deposit  in  the  pro* 
per  offices,  such  bills,  certificates  and  securities  when  emitted  s  and  all  mo- 
lies  ariMiirr  from  loans,  taxes  and  lotteries:  to  see  that  the  public  accounts 
re  regularly  stated  in  the  auditor's  office,  and  all  public  debtors  brought  to 
^i  i^uiii,  frauds  detected,  and  defiiulters  punished  :  to  sue  and  prosecyte  for 
Jebts,  wrongs  s^nd  injuries  touching  the  finances  or  propei  t y  vested  in 
trngress:  to  instruct  in  their  duty  all  oflRcerB  concerneti  in  the  tinances  or 
JTxcounts,  and  to  pusi)end  any  of  them  tor  negligence  or  misdemeanor,  till 
^ue  pleasure  of  Congress  can  be  known:  to  re;L;ister  riiid  preserve  all  con- 
tracts and  securities  appertaining  to  tlie  United  States  ;  to  grant  under  their 
ijalot  ofiice  "  a  ijuietus"  to  accoutitaiits  on  a  final  settlement:  where  objec- 
wttt ife  discovered  against  the  report  of  the  conuni-isioners  or  auditors,  to 
rectify  their  respective  errors  and  instruct  them  wheie  they  are  in  doubt:  to 
ueterbiae  on  appeals  by  an  accountant  from  the  decision  of  any  of  the  audi- 
tors or  commissioners  on  any  charge  or  voueher  which  they  may  respectively 
to  examine  into  the  merits  of  aU  requisitions  for  the  adTunce  of  mo- 
^^y  lor  public  senricesy  and  report  thereon  to  Congresa :  to  grant  warranta 
iiniier  tbeir  seal  on  the  treasurer  lor  balances  of  accounts  and  partial  pay* 
lucnts.  '    *  . 

^"  the  question  to  agree  to  this  clause*  as  far  as  ••payments,"  the  yeas  and 
being  required  by  Mr*  Gerrj,  who  ohfected  to  the  words   for  balances 
w  accouuts  and  partial  payments/' 

^-//ff/w;MAirc,  Mr.  Peabody»    •     ay>ay    Ithode-Island,  Mr.  rolllns,  ay  Vay 

^'i^**ttt-£aif,^r.  Gerry  ,  no'f        CoimecUcut,     Mr.  Spencer,  f*J 

Uoltei^ 
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Mr.  Whipple, 
Peabody, 
MamUtt»-Bayt  Mr.  Geny, 
Ijovell, 

Holten, 
I&ide-Lsland^    Mr.  Marchant, 
Ntto-Yarkf      Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
JUf»Jb«<y»     Us.  Fell, 

Houston, 


PaaitjfiiiNiiiMy  Mr.  Shippei^ 

Searle, 


O^ttUHVtf 


N.'Cttr«linat 


Muhlcnbei^p, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  CarmiduLe^ 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Snutli, 

Flemings 

Kaiidolphy 
Mr.  Burke 

Harnett, 
Mr*  MMiUcwi^ 


aySaj 

lib- 

avi 
«>/ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  chambera  of  accoants,  on  the  referenee  of  the  audifor*general»  shall 
carefbllj  examim  claims  and  accounts  against  the  United  States ;  compare 
the  chaises  with  the  allowance  bj  Congress,  and  the  voadiera  to  rapport 

them  ;  rcauce  such  articles  as  are  overcharged,  and  reject  such  as  are  ^roundr 
less  or  unjust,  as  well  as  the  vouchers  which  shall  appear  to  them  incompe- 
tent ;  they  shall  have  power  to  examine  witnesses,  beinj!;  first  sworn  or  affinn« 
ed  by  them,  or  one  ol  them,  and  to  call  for  any  books  or  papers  in  the  public 
offices,  or  in  the  custody  ofanv  public  officer  ;  when  they  reduce  or  reject  A 
cliarge,  or  get  aside  a  voucher,  they  shall  allow  the  accountant  or  ciauudut 
an  appeal  to  the  andltor-generid  if  demanded. 

Toe  aoditors  of^e  arimr  shall  respectively  reside  hi  the maiii  armr  oriie* 
Uehment  of  the  army,  (or  which  thej  shall  be  appointed  bj  the  board  of 
treasury,  and  not  be  absent  without  leave  of  the  commander  in  chief  or  com- 
inaDdins  oflicer.  It  shall  be  his  datjr  to  call  to  account  all  regimenti^l  offlcera 
indebted  to  the  public  :  to  receive  the  pay-rolls  and  abstracts  of  the  army 
fiom  the  pay-master  general  or  his  deputies,  who  shall  previously  examine 
and  certify  the  sum  due  ;  to  settle  all  other  accounts  the  army,  excepting 
those  in  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master,  pay  master,  directors,  clo- 
thier, barrack -master,  or  commissaries  of  provisions,  prisoners,  or  military 
stores ;  but  when  any  articles  in  any  of  those  departments  are  mixed  with 
charges  within  the  immediate  duty  of  the  auditoft  he  shall  settle  the  whohs 
iccount  notwithstanding*  He  shall  also  adjnst  all  other  acconnta  which- he 
ihall  be  histmcted  by  the  board  of  treasury  to  do.  He  shall  preaent  the  ae- 
coQDta  settled  by  him,  and  the  abstracts^  with  certificates  of  what  is  dne»  to 
the  commander  in  chief  or  commander  of  a  detachment,  havinfi^  a  militar]r 
chest,  who  shall  thereupon,  unless  he  have  reasons  to  the  contrary,  issue 
warrants  on  the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  in  discharge 
thereof.  He  shall  make  report  of  all  his  settle?nents  and  transactions  totlie 
anditor-general,  at  such  times  and  in  such  forms  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
auilitor-j^eneral.  In  all  other  respects  be  shall  execute  his  duty  as  pre- 
scribed by  act  of  Congress,  cLited  tiie  6tli  day  u(  Februai  y,  1778,  and  such 
tnstnictioDS  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the  board  of  treasury. 

MONDAY.  Mgust  1779* 

'Hie  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hantingtoo,  Mr.  Lanrens,  Mr.  Smith* 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  M*Kean,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
niinister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  of  the  26th  of  July,  with  sundry  papers 
relating  thereto,  with  authority  to  confer  with  the  president  and  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  minister  and  consul  of  Fiance, 
and  who  were  directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of  facts,  togetiier  with 
tlteir  u[Mnion  of  (he  measures  pi'operfor  Congress  to  adopt  thereupon,  brought 
in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  • 
^  i7esoluni^  That  the  minister  of  France  be  assured  that  Congress  will,  at  all 
tioies,  alferd  every  countenance  and  protectien  to  the  consuls  and  other  ier^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


ad4  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRBWIb  ITT^ 

'     --. .    ■         ■  •  '     —  ■       ■  . ,  — ■  ■ — »  - 

▼ants  of  his  BMMt  Cliriitiaii  majesty,  wiibin  the  powers  and  aatborities  to 
them  delegated  bj  their  conttitaenta : 

That  the  aerenU  appointments  of  consuls  made,  and  which  may  hereafter 
be  made  and  approved  by  Congress,  be  duly  registered  in  the  secretary's 
office,  and  properly  notified  by  the  president  to  &e  axecntive  anthoritiea  of 
the  respective  states,  in  wlurse  port  such  consuls  may  reside  : 

That  the  measures  taken  I)v  Mr.  Holkcr  to  procure  flour  for  the  flcftofhis 
most  Cliristian  majesty  in  tiie  way  ot  coiuinerce,  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  known  unto,  and  been  fully  approved  by  Congress  :  that  the  seve- 
ral proceediugs  and  publications  complained  of  by  the  minister  on  that  sub- 
ject, are  very  injurious  to  the  servants  of  hih  aaid  uiaje^t^,aiid  thatCuDgre&^ 
do  highly  disapprove  the  eames  > 

That  the  president  and  svpreme  executive  eomieil  of  Pennsrlvama  be  in* 
formed  that  any  prosecations  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  dtreet»  for  anch 
matters  and  things  in  the  said  publications  or  transactions  as  may  be  agunst  ' 
the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  s 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  president  and  supreme 
Executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  have  taken  proper  measttres  to  restoie 
the  tiour  taken  from  the  agents  of  Mr.  Uoiker. 

TUESDAY,  Jlugust  3, 1779. 
^  Whereas  Thomas  White,  of  Kent  county,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  yeo- 
man, was  arrested  by  brig.  gen.  Smailwood,  in  pursuanceof  an  order  of  Con- 
gress of  the  S6th  day  of  March,  1778»  and  afterwards  on  the  27th  day  of  May* 
in  the  same  year,  was  permitted  to  remain  at  his  own  house  on  parole: 
On  motion  of  the  delesntes  of  Delaware, 
Mesolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  White  be  discharged  from  his  parole* 

WEDNESDAY,  ^11^  4,  1779. 

The  coiiimittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'kean,  Mr,  Armstrong,  Mr.  Lewis, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
relative  to  the  ship  Mary  and  Elizabeth's  cargo,  brought  in  a  report*  which 
Was  read;  Whereupon, 

Bftolved,  That  Congress  do  not  entertain  any  suspicion  that  Mr.  HoIker»^ 
agent  of  the  marine  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  had  any  participation  in» 
or  knowledge  of  the  shipping  of  provisions  on  private  account  on  board  ves- 
sels despataied  in  the  name  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 

Resolved,  Tliat  frauds  by  masters  and  shippers  are  offences  against  the 
municipal  laws,  and  are  to  be  investi^ted  by  tlie  magistrates  of  the  states 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  have  leave  of  absence. 

THURSDAY,  August  5,  1779. 

Mr.  Scndder*  a  delegate  of  New  -Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  - 
Congress. 

.  FRIDAY,  Augvst  6,  1779. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  prepared  a  . table  for  the  payment  of  inte* 
rest,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  Jane  the  S9ib,  1779)  submitted 

the  same  to  Conmss  for  approbation. 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  have  appointed  John  Levinus. 
Clarkson,  William  Ramsay,  and  Patrick  Ferril,  signers  of  bills  of  credit. 

The  boarfl  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-coniniitted  their  report  respecting 
an  allowance  for  the  commisdioners  in  Europe,  brought  in  a  report;  Where* 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  11,428  livres  tournois  per  annum,  be 
made  to  the  several  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  for  ^eir 
services^  besides  their  reasonable  expenses  respectively : 
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That  the  salary,  as  well  as  the  expenses*  be  coiDputed  from  the  time  of 
their  leaving  their  placet  of  abode  to  enter  oil  the  dutiea  of  their  offices*  to 
be  centmnea  three  months  after  notice  of  their  recall  to  enable  them  to  re* 
tarn  te^eir  fiuntlies  respectively : 

That  the  several  commissioners,  commercial  agents  and  others  in  Europe 
csbiBted  with  the  pablic  monej,  be  directed  to  transmit,  witboot  delay,* 
their  aceoonls  and  vouchers,  and  also  triplicate  copies  of  the  same  to  the 
board  of  treasnry  of  these  United  States  in  order  for  settlement* 

Resolved,  That  a  suitable  person  be  apooLnted  bj  Congress  to  examine 
the  said  accoants  in  Eorope»  and  certify  nia  opinion  thereon  previoaa  t» 
their  being  transmitted : 

That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  report  for  Mr.  Deane  a  rea- 
sonable allowance,  for  his  time  and  expenses  from  the  expiration  of  three 
months  after  the  notice  of  his  recal  to  the  present  time. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 
That  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq.  late  one  of  tlie  commissioners  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  and  political  and  commercial  agent,  be  excused  from  any  fur- 
tiier  attendance  on  Congress,  in  order  that  he  may  settle  his  accounts  with- 
out delay,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

A  uitioii  was  uiiitle  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  M^Kean,  to 
anie;)(J  the  motion  by  striking  out  the  words  *'  in  order,"  &c.  to  the  end; 
Question,  shall  tkose  words  staiidr  Passed  in  the  negative. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  to  amend  far- 
by  striking  out   excused,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  iosertiig dischai^ed:" 
Question  put,  resolved  in  the  formative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 
bmMoired  by  Mr.  Jay, 


Jf^BmpJiin,  Mr.  >v  hippie, 

Teabody, 

•  X.oveU 
fioiteii, 
Rhtde-Itlandf  liir.  Marchant, 
dtmuetkut,    Mr,  Huntington^ 

Spencer, 
MM^vrk,       Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Lewis, 

AWeri^     Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 
Houston, 


ay 

ay 

ay  )-ay 


ay 


ay? 
ayS 

no 

no 


ay 


no 


ay  7 

.  no  S.  ay 
ayi 


Afaryland, 
N.'CarolmOf 


S.- Carolina, 


Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
MfCiene^ 
Mr.  Dictdnso]^ 
Vandyke 
M*Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

FOrbea, 
Ifr.  Smith, 

Fleming* 
Mr.Fenn, 
Hametl^ 
Sharpe, 
'Mr,  Drayton^ 


•no 


no 


*  For  inserting^  the  words  "wlthdut  delay,"  which  were  moved  by  Mr.  Marcbanl^  tnd 
•ccondedby  Mr.  jLaurcus ;  tiie  yca-s  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens^ 


^I^Ban^hire,  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  W 
MamftMa^  Mr.  Geny,         ay  f 

Lovell  no>  ay 

Holton,  ay ) 

Mr.  Marchant,  ay  ^-ay 
^^lUMiiut^  Mr.^Himtinirtoii,  ay  >ay 
*»-rti*i       Mr.  Jay,  ^ 

Lewis, 

^ftJsferaej,       Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
Houston, 

Atlee, 
Searlc, 
Muhlenberg, 
M*Clene,  „^ 
^  VMitiQlved  in  the  afinmtive. 


Firginiaf 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Vandyke, 
M«Kean, 

Mr.  Cannichael, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smitli, 
Flcmiiig, 
Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  LaiireiHb 
Drayton, 


ay) 

ay?  ay 

ay  1 

av  > 

ayi 

ay?  ay 
ay) 

ay  7 

ay>ay 
ayj 
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So  it  was  resolved,  that  tbe  has.  SIIm  Deaae,  esq.  late  one  efllio  esmiiU^ 
itoners  at  the  covit  of  YertaiUes  and  political  and  conittereial  agent,  l>e  dii^ 
diai^pd  from  waj  farther  attoDdanoe  oa  CoDgress* 

SATURDAY,  Jkigm  7»  1779. 

A  letten  of  the  6th,  from  the  Rev.  Henrjr  Milleri  chaplahi  to  theOeraoiSl 
ki  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  read,  requesting  leair^  to  resign: 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  captain  GoMie, 
roqaestingthe  rank  of  nnajor,  having  reported  specially  tfaoimn: 
Congress  took  their  report  into  consideration  :  and,  therenpoo, 
ReaSmA,  That  the  rcqaast  of  captain  Colombo  be. not  granted. 

TUESDAY,  August  10,  1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  SOth,  continned  to  tiie  22d  Jolj  last,  from  W.  BiagNuo* 

was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr,  Laurens, 
Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  rrovernor  Caswell,  to  request  that 
he  would  give  the  necessary  orders  for  forwarding  the  troops  of  that  state 
directed  to  go  to  vSouth -Carotin a,  with  all  possible  despatch  :  and  that  major- 
general  Lincoln  be  requested  to  continue  his  command  in  South -Carolina, if 
the  state  of  his  health  will  permit,  until  he  shall  receive  farther  directe 
from  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  Mr.  Bingham's  let- 
ter, be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickinson, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  cinnittf 
letter  to  the  several  states^  and' that  thof  be  ustnicted  to  report  specially 
what  part  of  the  late  communications  of  minister  of  France  and  of  4)if 
intelligence  contained  in  Mr*  Bingham's  letter,  they  shall  judge  proper  1» 
be  communicated  to  the  seyeral  states* 

WEDNESDAY,  August  11,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 
Resolved,  That  these  United  States  will  reimburse  to  the  y^fate  of  Soutli- 
CaroHna,  such  sums  of  nioney  as  that  state  may  advance  for  importing  such 
military  stores  as  shall  be  deemed  immediately  necessary  by  the  cominaorf- 
ing  officer  of  the  continental  troops  in  the  southern  department^  for  the  de 
fence  of  tlie  said  department,  " 

Cougre:^3  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr,  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Drajton,to 
vvliom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the  light  dragoons,  and 
who  were  instructed  to  report  on  a  farther  provision  for  the  officers  of  tii« 
arm^ ,  and  a  part  of  the  report  having  been  struck  out,  viz. 

That  all  military  oUicera  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  are  or  shdH* 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the 
war,  shall*  after  die  concluaion  thereof^  receive ammallj  daring  their  naninl 
lifas  half  of  thdr  pay.''  .  . 

A  motion  waa  made  hv  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  bj  Mr.  M*Kean, 
To  amend  the  report  by  inserting  ia  the  room  of  the  words  struck  o«ti » 
follows : 

<*That  the  half  pay  provided  by  the  resolution  of  tlie  15th  of  May»  1773» 
be  extended  to  continue  for  life ;  and  that  the  holding  of  »  cifil  oSee  under 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  no  bar  to  prevent  any  officer  fr«ui 
receiving  the  same." 

W  ben  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  a  division  was  call^  for ; 
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thequesUon  tu  agree  to  the  first  clause  oi  the  amendmeat,  the  jeas  and  najs 
being  required  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

If.'Hampthm,  Mr.  Peabody, 
JfrMWhAe^*  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 
Bhodc-Mmdf    Mr.  Merchant, 
ColUns, 


no 


no 


ttr.  Huntngtoiv 

Spencer* 
J^cw-Ywrkt       Mr.  J  Ay, 

Duaiie, 
Lewiflb 

iRttsArtftfy     Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  iu  the  affirmative. 


Penmi/hania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 
Mr.  M'kean, 


Delaware, 


av  ' 

ay 


Mr.  Carmichael, 

Forbes, 

Fkgfmsk       Mr.  Smith,  ay 

Fleming",  ay^ay 

Randolpht  ay. 

Mr.  Hamet^  sy^ 

Sharp  e,  ay  y 

Mr.  MatUiewfl,  ay  >>ay 


S^CaroUna, 


THURSDAY,  August  12,  1779. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis  che- 
valier de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le  Moine,  chevalier  de  Neufielle,  &c.  report, 
that  they  have  examiYied  into  tlie  matter  complained  of  in  the  said  raeniorial, 
and  find  the  tacts  therein  set  iorth  to  be  tiulj  stated  Whereupon  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolution ; 

Whereas  Frascis  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Aime  le  Mome»  chevalier  de 
Neafielle,  Julien  Bouchand*  and  Joseph  Jacob  da  Tetre»  subjects  of  his 
most  Christian  tiuijestj,  have  by  due  course  of  law  recovered  judgment 
against  John  Dou^lass»  late  commander  of  the  privateer  schooner  called  the 
nunter,  by  commission  under  Congress,  for  the  sura  of  £  9780  for  injuries 
they  had  sustained  from  the  said  John  Douglass,  while  acting  under  pretext 
of  his  said  commission,  and  seizing  and  taking  the  said  Francis  chevalier  de 
ia  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le  Moine,  chevalier  de  Neufielle,  Julien  Bouchand,  and 
Joseph  Jacob  du  Tetre,  their  vessel  and  cargo  ;  and  that  since  the  said  judg- 
ment was  obtained,  the  said  John  Don^lass  hath  absconded  out  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  and  eluded  the  said  judgment,  and  prevented  redress  ior  Uie 
said  injuries  committed  ;  therefore, 

JieMVfdg  That  the  bond  given  at  the  ma  tiie  said  Joha  Doajufass  ob- 
tained hiasaid  commission  be  put  In  salt  aail'thathis  said  eomaiissisii  be  va- 
cated and  made  void  ;  and  also  that  the  said  John  Douglass  be  not  admitted 
to  hold  any  commission  under  the  United  Slates,  on  board  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war*  until  such  time  as  he  shall  surrender  himself  and  abide  the  said 
judgment  against  him,  dr  proeure  the  saaM  to  be  reversed  ar  set  aaida  by 

due  course  of  law. 
Mr.  Root»  a  delegate  from  Connecticat»  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 

Cont^ress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  a 
Idrther  allowance  fur  the  uificerii  of  the  army ;  and  farther  amendments  be- 
•  ing  moved  : 

•  OndercdL  That  ikt  report,  with  tiie  aaM&dments,  be  referred  to  a  commit* 
tee  of  ftTe  i  the  members  chsseD^  Mr.  Garry,  Mr*  Duanai  Mr.  Smith,  Mr 
Boot»  and  Mr.  Burke* 

.    SATURDAY,  Mgust  14,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant, 

i2esolved,  Thatamember  be  appointed  for  the  committee  of  appeals^in  the 
room  of  Mr  Henry,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Root. 

The  eommittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry,  ap« 
pointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  several  statesi  bcouriit  In  a  draught,  whiQh 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

VoL.lU«  43 
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Sir,  Congress  liave  deemed  it  highly  necessary  to  iiilonu  you  that  the 
enemy  have  exerted  themselves  to  send  out  a  very  cdnsiderable  reinforcement 
to  their  army  now  in  America*  Seven  thousand  were  destined  hither  from 
Europe  and  SOOO  from  the  We8t-Indie»«  The  oper«tioiis  in'  the  blaee^  lait 
menlioned  maj  perhaps  prevent  the  arrival  of  those  troops  ;  but  tnere  is  bo 
solid  reason  to  expect  that  the  European  reinforcement  will  not  arrive.  It 
is  proper  yon  should  be  informed  that  our  al  lies  were  much  concerned  to  find 
that  preparations  were  not  earlier  made  for  a  vigorous  campaign.  The  exer- 
tion? of  America  are  necessary  to  obtain  the  great  objects  of  the  alliance,  her 
liberty,  «?overeT<:^ntv  and  independence.  The  barbarities  already  exhibited  by 
the  enemy  and  tiieir  avowed  determinations  to  j^ive  a  still  grciitet-  scope  to 
their  ravages,  are  additional  motives  to  onr  endeavors.  Congress  are  fully 
convinced,  therefore,  that  you  will  comply  with  their  earnest  wishes  to  prc- 

f>at  e  lor  the  most  immediate  and  most  vigorous  operations,  particularly  by  iil- 
ing  up  your  battalions  and  having  the  militia  of  your  state  ready  to  march  at 
the  shortest  warning.  It  is  highly  probable  tliat  dronmiitances  may  soon  call 
them  forth  to  operate  oflTensivelj  ;  and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  with  such 
energy  and  effect  as  to  free  these  states  from  their  hostile  invaders. 
A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Uesolved,  That  the  honora!>!e  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, be  requested  to  call  into  service  500  of  the  militia  of  that  state  proper- 
ly officered,  to  be  stationed  at  Sunbury,  on  the  Susquehanna,  for  guarding 
the  public  stores,  keeping  open  the  communication  by  that  river,  furnishing 
escorts  for  stores  ana  provisions,  and  protecting  the  frontiers  of  the  said 
state  against  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  during  the  present  appearances  of 
danger,  till  the  furliier  determination  ot  Congress 

The  board  of  treasarv  report^  that  thev  have  appointed  Joseph  Nourse, 
esq.  a  ai§;ner  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  united  States*  , 

MONDAY,  Ju-Msf  IG,  ]7r9. 

The  board  of  treasury  hnvi?!*  reported  '*  a  table  of  tlie  first  year's  inter- 
est to  be  paid  o\\  nioniL's  which  liax  e  been  placed  in  the  several  continental 
loan-oUiceb,  between  tlie  1st  of  March  and  tlie  1st  of  Septembei,  irrb,  cal- 
culated for  each  day  ooivhich  the  money  may  have  been  lent*  in  pursuance 
of  a  resf^iitbnof  Congress  of  the  39th  4»f  June,  1779  i^^ 

On  motkmof  Mr*  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr*  Holten* 

BetUved,  That  the  board  of  treasary  be  directed  and  empowered  to  take 
neasnreSy  irom  time  to  time^  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Congress* 
of  the  £9th  of  June  last,  for  regulating  the  interest  payable  on  the  public  loan* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  secondctlby  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved,  Tliat "  the  table  of  the  tirst  year's  interest,*'  &c.  reported  by  the 
board  ot  treasury,  be  re-conimitted,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 
A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  clothier- general  estimate  the  value  of  the  several  arti- 
cles of  soldiers^  clothiiigj  at  ihej)rices  the^  were  respectively  worth,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1778,  and  forthwith  transmit  snch  estimates  to  the  pay-mas- 
tera  of  the  several  resiments,  who  riiall  be  famisbed  out  of  the  military  chest 
whb  moneys  to  pay  Sie  soldiers  for  all  deficiencies  of  clothing,  at  the  esti- 
mated prices  of  every  article,  as  fixed  by  the  clothier-ffeneral»  who  shall 
henceforward  transmit  like  eatimates  before  the  close  of  every  year  during 
tiie  war,  so  that  the  soldiers  be  paid  by  the  regimental  pay-master,  according 
to  such  estimates  annually,  ana  previous  to  their  discliarge  when  the  same 
happens  before  the  end  of  the  year,  for  nil  articles  of  clothing  allowed  them  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  September,  1777,  which  they  have  not 
received,  and  which  are  or  shall  be  due  to  them  after  the  year  last  mentioned, 

TUESDAY,  August  17, 1779. 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  comnuttee  for  sapcnnteiidiag 


Digitized  by  Goc^s^lc 


JOURNALS  OF  CONQilESS,  1779. 


da9 


tfce  depftrtflients  of  the  quarter-master  end  commissarj  general :  the  mem- 
\tn  choseR,  M r.  Reot  and-  Mr.  Scudder. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Penn  have  leave  of  absence. 

Besdved,  That  tliree  members  be  ad^ed  to  the  marine  committee,  in  tbe 

room  of  meinbera  absent,  or  who  have  leave  of  absence  i  the  members  chosen, 
for  Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  llolten,  in  thr  rnom  of  Mr.  S.  Adams  ;  for  Ma- 
ryland, Mr,  Forbes,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hearj  ;  aud  lor  North-Caroliaa,  Mr. 
iiewes,  ill  the  room  of  Mr.  Penn. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
captain  de  Luce : 

Mesolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the  merit 
and  services  of  captain  de  Luce,  butj  in  consequence  of  arrangements  lately 
established,  %hej  cannot  complj  with  his  request,  that  thej  would  granthim 

the  brevet  of  major. 

Metob^ed^  That  the  sum  of  1 500  dollars  be  paid  to  capt  de  Lace«  to  defraj 
fte  expenses  of  his  voyage  to  France,  whither  he  proposes  to  return. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Gerrv,  Mr.  Dunne,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr.  Burke, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on  a  farther  provision  for 
the  arm  y  ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Eesnlved,  That  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  tbe  report  for  extending 
the  half  pay  be  postponed. 

Whereas  the  army  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  have,  by  their  patriot- 
ism, Talor,  aod  perseverance,  in  the  defence  of  ^e  rights  and  liberties  of 
their  ceuntrji  become  entitled  to  the  gratitude  as  well  as  the  approbation  ^ 
their  fellow  citizens : 

Hesolvei*  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the  seyeral  states 
tbat  have  not  already  adopted  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  make  such  fur- 
ther  provision  for  the  officers,  and  for  the  soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war,  to 
them  respectively  belonging,  who  shall  continue  in  service  till  the  establish- 
ment of  peace,  as  shall  be  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  many  dan;iers, 
losses,  and  hardships  they  have  suffered  and  been  exposed  to  in  the  course 
of  the  present  content,  either  by  granting  to  their  ofiicers  half  pay  for  life, 
and  proper  rewards  to  their  soldiers  ;  or  in  such  other  manner  as  may  appear 
most  expedient  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  : 

Od  the  question  to  agree  to  this  proposition,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
paired by  Mr.  Smith, 

Petirui/hama,  Mr.  Armstrong, 


If^BampMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
Mtum^mt-Bi^Ur*  Gem', 

Holtien, 


ay 


Ifr.  Mareluail^ 

Collins, 
Ifr.  Hiintingtoi^ 

Spencer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mon'is, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Houston, 


ay 


ay 


Pirgiftkt, 


S.-  CuroHfia, 


Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Iklr.  Carmicbacl, 

Forbes,  ■ 
Mr.  Smith, 

.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Peniv 
Hamcttf 
Hewcs, 
l^lr.  Laureili^ 
Msttfae«% 


ay 
«y 

ay 

ay 

ay. 


*^'?div. 

no  5 

no 

noS.no 

no  3 


ay  7 
no5 


dbr. 


BntHved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to 
make  such  jNroyision  for  the  widows  of  such  of  their  officers,  and  such  of  the 
soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war,  as  have  died  or  may  die  in  the  service,  as  shall 
secure  to  them  the  sweets  of  that  liberty  for  the  attainment  of  whidi  the 
husbands  have  nobly  laid  down  their  lives. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  proposition,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 
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J^^B^n^Mn,  llr.l¥liipple, 

Maaa'stU-Bni^,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 

Collins, 

CvmteHeuip     Ur.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 
'  Boot, 
Mr*  Moins, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scuddcr, 
Houstoo, 


ay  5  ^ 

ay5 

ay  J  ay 


Atlee 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 


Firgima, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirniati?e. 


Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming 

Hewetfy 

Sharpe, 

MaLtiiews, 


'WEDNESDAY,  jfii^  18, 1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  marine  committee  for  South- 
Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Drayton,  who  desires  to  be  excused  from  at- 
tending :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Matthews. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  for  a  further  allow- 
ance to  the  officers  of  the  army ;  when  a  motion  was  made  bj  Mr*  Mat- 
thews, seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

That  the  clause  in  the  report  for  extending  the  half-paj  to  continae  dor- 
ti»  life,  wMich  was  postponed,  be  oow  taken  up  and  constdered* 

On  which  the  jea9«and  nays  being;  required  bj  Mr*  Forbes, 


JS^.'IIampskirt,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peaboay, 

Mtt^ittt-Bajf,  Mr.  Gerry,  | 

Love  11, 
Holten 

BhodC'Itland,  Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Hantitifton, 
Spencer, 
Koot, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Lewis, 
llhSondder, 
Housloii, 


Peannhama,  Mr.  Armstrongs 

Attec^ 
Bearle, 

Muhlenbeig^ 
M'ynkoopf 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Canniduie^ 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming", 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Mr.  Laurcns,- 

Mattbewib 


ay' 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

N.'CaroUna, 


ay 


So  it  passefl  in  the  nesative. 

Jieso(veil»  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congresi,  the  aaid  officers  be 
entitled  to  receive  monthly  for  their  subsistence  money,  tiie  sums  following, 
to  wft,  each  colonel  and  bri^e  chaplain  500  dollars,  every  lieutenant-colo- 
nel 400  dollars,  every  major  and  regimental  surgeon  300  dollar?,  every 
captain  &00  dolhirs,  every  lieutenant,  ensign  and  surgeon^s-mate  lOOdollara. 

jResolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  10  tloilart 
be  paid  to  everj  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  monthly  for  fheir 
subsistence,  in  heu  of  those  articles  oi  food  originally  intended  fur  tbew 
and  not  furnished. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
five :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Root. 

THURSDAY,  Mgust  19,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  HuntipgtoD, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  July  the  6th,  from  J.  Beat^,  commissar/ 
general  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  colonel  in  the  line  be  sHo^^' 
ed  to  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners : 
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TMTtiiTrTnirirnnTnrin — r-  ii  i  '  -  — — 

jReselvedy  That  he  be  estided  to  draw  jwtlj  from  the  itom  Of  Jthe  clotb- 
ier*^iferal  a  full  suit  of  clotheo*  on  the  same  terms  as  officera  of  the  line 
receive  the  clothing  funuBhed,  mireiiaiit  to  the  resolution  of  Congress*  No- 
▼eaher  the  S6tb,l  77r« 

■ 

FRIDAY,  Jiugwt  SO,  1779* 

Mr.  Georg^e  Patrldge*  a  delegnfe  for  the  state  of  Massacbosetts-Baj.  at- 
tsiided,  and  produced  tbe  credentials  of  his  appuintmentj  which  were  read. 

SATURDAY,  Jiugusi  21,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  ciaj»  from  the  bun.  sieur  Gerard,  miui&ter  plenipotentiarj 
of  France,  was  read. 

On  motion  of  iVir.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  T/aurens, 

Smlved,  That  the  request  ot  the  minister  oi  France  be  complied  with  ; 
fliathis  letter  be  referred  to  the  cummittee  for  buperinteDdins  the  depart- 
ments of  the  quarter-master  and  commissary -general ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee be  directed  io  take  tiie  necessary  measures  for  this  purpose,  and 
inform  Congress  thereof. 

The  committee, consisting  of  Mr,  Randolph,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  the  letter 
from  major  j^eneral  Philips,  report  as  their  opinion,  **  that  as  the  imprison- 
ment of  liru  tenant-governor  Hamilton  was  the  act  of  the  executive  powt^r  of 
the  state  of  Virginia,  to  whom  it  properly  belonged  to  decide  on  the  treat- 
ment suitable  to  his  conduct:  and  as  the  American  prisoners  of  w:ir  in  New- 
iork  have  hitherto  been  denied  the  liberty  of  communicating  tu  auy  public 
body  within  the  L  nited  States  tl^  severities  exercised  upon  them,  Congress 
eoght  not  to  indulge  major-general  Philips  with  forwarding  his  letters  and 
papers  respecting  the  said  mmtlton : 

IU$olvea,  lliat  Congress  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee* 

Bnohstd,  That  the  president  signify  to  general  Washington  the  sense  of 
Congress,  that  he  refuse  hb  assent  to  the  request  of  major-general  Philips, 
that  two  officers  of  tite  convention  troops  be  allowed  to  go  into  Canada* 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  signify  to  the  officer  com- 
inandin«>  the  guard  of  the  convention  troops,  that  he  do  not  hereafter  suff'er 
any  of  the  officers  of  those  troops  to  remove  from  the  place  or  places  as!<igned 
fur  their  residence  in  Virginia,  without  permission  i^st  obtained  from  the 
board  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  coromitteee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr  Root,  to 
whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  tlie  resolution  of  the  supreme  execu- 
ti?e  council  of  PennsylTaniay  relative  to  an  embargo,  brought  in  a  re^rt, 
nvhich  was  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Renlvti^  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  of  the  states  as  have  embar- 
gses  existing  in  them,  respectively  to  continue  sucb  embargoes  until  the  1st 
day  of  Januarj  next,  and  if  such  embargoes  do  not  comprehend  the  whole 
of  the  following  articles,  viz.  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  com,  rice,  bread, 
beef,  pork,  bacon  and  live  stock,  to  extend  tlieir  embargoes  respectively  to 
the  aforesaid  articles,  and  also  to  all  other  kind  of  provisions  not  herein  enu- 
merated ;  and  to  such  other  of  the  states  as  have  not  embargoes  in  existence, 
to  take  the  most  effectual  and  immediate  measures  to  lay  on  embargoes  for 
the  purposes  before  mentioned. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  first  part  of  the  resolution, 
ss  far  as  "  enumerated,''  inclusive,  the  previous  question  was  moved  bj 
Mr.  Armstrong,  seconded  by  Mr*  Sharpe,  that  the  question  be  not  now  put« 

On  which  tiie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Armstrong, 
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Ifew-Hampdurt,  Mr.  Whipple^  no  ^no 

MaaK^MtU'Bayt  lir*  Oem%  noi 

Holten,  no  vno 

Mridge,  lioS 

JViode-Jsland,     ^fa*.  Marchant,  n<y'^>iio 

CmneciMiii;      Mr.  nuntington  noS 

Spencer,  noCno 

Root,  1103 
JQuJfavjyy      Mr.  Scudder, 


Houstoiv  Matthewi^  no 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  main  question  was  therenpoo  pa^ 
and  re8otve4  in  the  affinnative* 

MONDAY,  Jlugua  23, 1770. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Baolvedi  wumimauiUf,  Hiat  a  oommittee,  oonantiiig  of  one  member  fnni 
each  state,  be  aifpoioted  to  congratulate  the  minister  of  France  on  thesnni- 
▼ersary  of  the  birth  of  his  most  Christian  rasjestj,  and  to  assure  him  that 

the  pleasure  which  we  feel,  on  this  occasion,  can  be  estimated  by  those  odIj 
who  have  a  just  sense  of  the  extensive  blessings  which  many  nations  Ittve 
already  derived  from  his  wisdom,  j  ustice,  and  magnanimity,  and  of  the  pros- 
pect or  general  happiness  to  mankind  through  the  influence  of  his  uu^estjr's 
virtuous  exei  tions  and  glorious  exam  plti  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr  Wliinple,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  bmithy  Mr.  LaureDS, 
Mr.  lliirneU,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr^  Lovell, 

Ordered^  That  major  Noirmont  de  la^Neuville  be  allowed  the  pay  and  sub* 
iistence  of  a  major,  while  heahall  continue  a  volunteer  with  the  army. 

Mr.  Scudder  reported,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  congratulate  the 
vinister  of  France  on  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  had  obeyed  the  order  of  the  house,  and  delivered  to  ttie  minister  I 
'  copy  of  the  resolution  ef  Congre8s»  to  which  thej  received  tiic  following  sn« 
swer,  viz. 

Gentlemen:  The  manner  in  which  Conjjress  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  sentiments  on  the  anniversary  of  the  king,  mv  master's  nativity,  cha- 
racterizes their  fi  ieiid^hip  and  regard  for  his  majesty.  Your  expressionf 
are  truly  becoming  a  taithiul  and  affectionate  ally,  aud  I  dare  assure  ^ou, 
gentlemen,  that  the  account  I  shall  render  to  his  majesty  will  be  inlioitelj' 
a<^reeable  to  him.  6BRARJK 

TUESDAY  .37t-u.s/  24,  1779. 

'    A  letter,  of  July  the  LOth,  from  WiUiam  Glascock,  president  of  Georgia, 

was  read  r 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Jfesofoed,  unanimously^  That  the  executive  council  of  Georgia  be  assured 
of  die  determination  of  Congress  to  give  them  all  possible  support :  and  that 
500,000  dollars  be  transmtttSd  wi«bout  delay,  for  the  uie  of  that  state,  to  the 
executive  authority  thereof,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  or  August  the  dth,  from  Thomas  Chittenden,  and  one  of  the 
dOth,  from  Jonas  Fay  and  Paul  Spooner,  with  two  papers  enclosed,  were  read 
On  motfon  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  following  papers  be  delivered  to  Jonas  ray 
and  Paul  Spooner,  as  private  persons,  yiz. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  petition  from  the  representatives  of 
the  New -Hampshire  grants,  dated  January  tiie  I7th,  1776,  and  read  the  8th 
of  May  following  :  - 

2.  Report  on ^eeph  Woodward's  letter,  dated  tlie  I7th  of  JJinuary,  JTTft 
and  read  the  SOth  01  May  following  : 


ay 


Penmi^mmkt    Mr.  Arrertmni^ 

Shippen, 

Maryland^      ,  Mr.  Carmicliael  ay  5  ji- 

Forbes,  no  J™'* 

Vlrgkma^         Mr.  Smith,  iio5  ^ 

Fleming,  m  5 

JsT.-Cai'^inat     Mr.  Hametl^  no  > 

Sharpe,  ay^*"^' 
'S^-CW«KfU%      "Mr.  Laureni, 
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5*  Proceedings  of  CongreM  on  the  extractg  of  the  proceedings  of  the  eon* 
▼entibn  of  New-Hampshire  grants,  24  th  of  July  and  25th  of  September,  1776  • 
>  4.  A  letter  from  Pierre  Van  Cortlaudt*  president  of  New-York,  to  Con- 
gres55,  dated  Ma?  the  27th,  1777,  and  proceedini!;s  of  Congress  thereon  : 

5.  Governor  Clinton's  letter  of  May  the  8th,  1778,  and  read  the  18th  of 
Septraiher  following,  and  the  resolution  thereon  : 

6.  Governor  Clinton's  letters  of  the  27th  and  2Sth  of  May,  with  three  pa* 
pers  enclosed,  and  of  the  7th  of  June,  1779,  and  resolves  of  Congress : 

7.  The  several  papers  rdatiog  to  the  trial  oi  Hiikiah  Trout,  dated  Febru- 
ary the  18th,  1779. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  25,  17;79. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  major-general  Philips,  was  read,  with  sundry 

papers  enclosed : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transmitted  to  tiie  commander  in  chiefs  and 
that  he  take  order  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  have  leave  of  absence. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Uop- 
kins,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  if  James  Hopkins,  at  his  own  risk  and  expense,  shall 
raise  and  weigh  any  or  aH  of  tne  seven  vetoel^snnk  in  the*  Delaware,  as 
mentioned  in  his  memorial,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December  neit,  he 
be  entitled  to  haTe  and  enjoy  all  the  right  and  interest  which  the  United 
States  have  or  might  claim  in  the  said  vessels  and  their  cargoes  sank  as 
aforesaid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commi|;tee  rela- 
tive toan  embar;^o  ;  and, 

The  next  resolution  in  the  report  being  amended,  when  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded 

by  Mr.  iScudder. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


N.-Bamps/ure^  Mr,  Peabody, 
Ma8Mf8tts-Bat/9  Mr.  Hohen, 

Patridge, 


Rhode-liland^ 


no 
no 
no 

av 


Mr.  Mai'chant, 
Mr.  lluutiugton. 

Root, 
Ifr.Jay, 

Morris, 
Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Scuddcr, 
Ifr.  Annstrong,  , 

Atleo, 

Muhlenberg',  ay  | 
Wynkeop, 


no  )»nc 

no  ^no 
^no 

|div. 

ay  \ 
ay  >ay 


Deiawcu'e, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

M^ean, 
Ifr.  Paca, 

Cannicfaael^ 

Forbe^ 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming", 
Mr.  Harnett 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr  Laurens, 

Matthew^ 


ay) 

ayj>ay 
no3 
no*j 
noS  no 

no) 

no"!  I 
no  no 

Si*- 


So  it  passed  in  the  nesative ;  and  thereupon  the  main  question  was  pnt* 
On  which  the  jreas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Scuddery 


N-Hampthire,  Ifr.  Peabody, 
JiMro*MkAw,lIr.  Holten, 

Patridge, 

iiiunk-hiund,    Mr.  Marchant, 
Comiictkut^     Ifr.  Huntington, 

Root^ 

J^tUi-Yarkt      Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 

^fytf-Jeraey,     Mr.  Witherspoon, 

SGuddo^ 


ay  >-ay 

no> 
r  iio 

ay  >^y 


Pemui/Ivania,  Mr.  Annetrong, 

Shippei^ 

At  lee, 

Muhlenbcx;g^ 
W3nikoop^ 
Mr.  Dickinaoi^ 

M'Kean, 
Mr.  Faca, 

Carmichael, 
Faibe% 


Maryland, 
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Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
■Fleming-, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewea, 
Shirpe» 


ay  1 

*y>*y 
»j3 


S^CaroUna,     Mr.  Lauren^ 

Matthew^ 


So  it  wu  reflotvedf  that  it  be  eaniestlr  recomrnendcd  tft  tba  amfil  states 
to  take  eff  every  restrietkMi  on  the  inland  trade  between  the  iaid  utatoi. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr;  M*Kean»  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris^  tore* 
consider  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  on  Satnrdaj  last,  recomniendiog 
to  the  several  states  the  continttin^  or  laying  embargoea  to  the  ftiit  Ja« 
anary  next. 

THURSDAY,  JuguU  26,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasnir,  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  tlie 

board  of  war  and  committee  of  Congress,  respecting  colonel  Knoblauch,  to- 
gether with  his  memorial  and  papei  j^,  report,  that  col.  Knoblauch  is  not  pos- 
sessed of  vouchers  to  shew  any  contract  with  the  commissioners  of  these 
states  in  Europe,  to  induce  him  to  come  to  America  ;  but,  as  the  committee 
entertain  a  hig:h  sense  ot  his  merit  as  an  officer,  and  his  zeal  to  serve  these 
states,  they  submit  tu  Congre&s  tlie  grautiji^  to  him  a  sum  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses in  coming  to  America,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe ;  Wbera- 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ttsiie  on  the  treasnrer  in  favor  of  colonel  Knob- 
lauch,  for  5000  dollars,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses  in  coming  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  to  enable  him  to  retnm  to  Europe. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress  to 

reporta  reasonable  allowance  for  the  time  and  expenses  of  Silas  Deane,esq. 
from  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  the  notice  of  his  recai  from  Bo- 
fope,  findiiiij;  the  said  three  montlis  to  expire  on  the  4th  of  June,  1778,report, 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Silas  Deane,  esq.  late 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France^  for  10,000  dollars, 
in  full  consideration  of  his  time  and  expenses  during  his  attendance  on  Con- 
gress, from  the  4th  of  June,  ir78,nntil  the  6th  day  of  August  instant : 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Dickinaoni  aeconde4  by  Mr,  Griffin^  to  strike 
out   ten  thoQsand 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  stmck  out  stand  ?  ^e  yea* 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


J^.-Hampskiref  ftlr,  Peabcxfy,        no  ^no 


Mamftk-Baih  Mr.  Lovel), 

Holten, 
Patridge, 
Mr.  Marchant^ 
Mr.  HuntingtOl^ 
Koot, 
Spuiiccr, 
Itfr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Srtitldcr, 
Jfetuuyhcuua,  Mr.  Ami^iUH^Tig, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 


JIhodB-lilanS, 


■  no 


Mr.  Dickinsoiv 

M«Keaiv 

Mr.Faca, 

*yj 

I*' 

Forbea^ 

»y 

Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

no 

FleTning", 
Mr.  (larnett. 

no: 

no" 

Hewea, 

noj 

Sharp  e, 
Mr.  I^ireus, 
Matthews^ 

ay- 

dir. 

ayi 

So  the  states  bein'^  equally  divided,  the  words  were  struck  out. 
A  motion  was  tlien  niade  by  Mr.  Spencer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickinsou,  to 


fill  theblanlt  with til  teen  thousand. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

N'Jiamjjs/dre,  Mr.  Peabcxly,  no  J>uo     lUtode'Isiand,    Mr.  Marchan^ 

JdasTMif/c-JSay,  Iff.  LoTell,  noS 

Holten,  nov.no 

Fathdg%  JtQj 


OMHMMtH^    Mr.  Huntiiigtoi^ 

lioot, 

5peocer» 


no  >nd 
noi 

»yw 
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Ikw-York,      Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 

^hcJersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 
Faimylvania,  Mr.  Sh^ppen, 

Searle, 

nkoop, 

Jkkuoare,        Mr.  Dickinson, 


no  { 

►  no 

no  i 

no  ' 

^no 

no 

no/ 

no 

nui 

no  J 

iu>: 

Mr.P«ca» 

Foi^ei^ 

Mr.  Smith, 
Gritiiu, 

Mr.  HametC 

Ifewes, 
Sharpc, 

Matthewi^ 


no 


So  it  |Mi8Bed  in  the  nei^tiTe. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  bjMr.  Searle,  to  fill  the 
UaDk  with  twelve  thousand :" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 
H-Bmpildre,  Mr.  ^Iilpple, 


Peabody, 
Muia\U9'Bay,  Mr.  LovcU, 

Holten, 

Jlkode'hiand,    Mr,  Mui  ciiant, 
Connecticut,      Mr.  Huntiu^on, 
Root, 
SpcnccP, 
^eio-York,       Mr.  Jay, 

Lewii^ 

XeohJenejft  llr.  Scudder, 
/'oHuylvaflM^   Mr.  Shippen, 

Atlee, 
Senile, 
Wyiikoop, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negaUre. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Shaqie,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  <*  ten  thousand  five  hundred.'' 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


Jklatvare, 

Mr.  DiclNin^nn, 

ay 

M'Kcan, 

ay 

*Warj  fandf 

Mr.  Faca, 

ay 

Carmichae^ 

no 

Forbes, 

no 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Smith, 

ay 

Griifin, 

ay 

Fleining, 

ay 

N,'CaroUna, 

Mr.  ffr.rnctt. 

ay 

Hewes, 

ay 

Shiirpe, 
Hr.  Lanrena^ 

no 

S^CoroUna, 

no 

Matthews, 

no 

ay 


•.ao 


.ay 


.ay 


no 


Jfr.  Whipple, 

Prabody, 
^Uusa-ttti-Bajf,  Mr.  Lovell, 
Holten, 

P;l'  i  ]  Ig-e, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntini^on, 
Boot, 
Spencer, 
Mr*  Jay, 

Lewiti, 
lb*.  Scudder, 


Rhode- Tshmfl, 
Cwmecticut, 


Ptimtjfhankh  Mr.  Atlec, 

Searlc, 


Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virgima, 
S.- Carolina, 


VSr.  Dickinson, 
^T'Kean, 

Mr.  Faca, 

Carmicbae^ 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming", 

Mr.  Hamet^ 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthew^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  adirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 


being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

^''Hampshire,  Mr,  Pcrt'sody, 
Matta'ttU'Bai/,  Mr.  Loveil, ' 

Holten, 


Cmuiecticutf 


New-York^ 


Palrid^e, 
Mr.  Mui'cliiint, 
Mr.  Huutiiigtoii, 
Root, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Scudder, 


'Ptmujfhonia,  Mc  Atlee, 

Searl^ 

V0L.IIL 


Iklaware, 
Maryland, 

Firginia, 

Jsr,.CaroUm, 

S^CaroUna, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 
Mr,  Pacfl, 

C'lniuchacl, 

Forbes, 
Ml".  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Hew  ea, 

Sharpc, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Matthews^ 


av7  . 
J 


\ 


no 

ay 
ay- 
ay 
no. 

ay  Say 
no  } 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aiiinnative. 

Op  inotioii  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Smithy 

(hderedf  That  the  board  of  treasurj  be  directed  to  lar  before  Congress, 
on  or  before  the  Ipth  daj  of  September  nezt;  an  account  o}"  the  whole  amount 
of  money  received  on  loan  at  the  several  loan-ofiices  in  the  United  Slates, 
to  the  2hth  of  February,  1778,  inclusive ;  also  of  the  amount  reeeived  from 
the  1st  of  arch,  1778,  to  the  said  10th  of  September,  so  far  as  returns  shall 
have  been  made  to  tliat  day,  and  thai  in  each  case  the  amount  received  ou 
loan  at  each  office  be  distinj;iii-lH  il  : 

That  the  board  oftreasm  y  iJo  likewise  lay  before  Congress  a  true  account 
of  the  whole  amount  of  money  issued,  and  to  be  issued,  by  virtue  of  resolves 
of  Congress  already  passed  or  which  shall  pass  before  the  said  10th  of 
September  nezt*  diitinguiahiug  the  dates  and  amonnta  of  each  emtsueii. 

FRIDAY,  dugust  j2r,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Atlee»  Mr.  Anmtrong,  Mr.  Spencer^ 
Mr.Dickinson  and  Mr.  Bfatthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  15th 
from  general  Wasliington,  ^  ith  the  papers  enclosed  relative  to  the  western 
expedition,  brought  in  a  report ;  Wliercupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  prepared  by  general  Washington  for  conducting 
the  western  expedition,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  vFise  and  judiciuiis; 
that  the  measures  he  has  taken  for  the  executiim  of  it  are  proper  and  pru- 
dent ;  and  tliat  Congress  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  general's  conuiict 
relative  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Paea  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  od  ip' 
peals,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Randolph,  who  is  absent. 

Smolved  That  a  member  be  aaded  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury}  is 
room  of  Mr*  JDuane*  who  is  absent  s  the  member  chosen»  Mr*  Hewes. 

MONDAY,  August  SO,  1779. 

Halved,  That  the  500, (lOO  dollars,  which  by  a  resolution  of  llie  24th  inst. 
were  ordered  to  be  tranMnitu  d  lor  the  use  of  the  state  of  Georgia  to  the 
executive  authority  thereof,  be  sent  tt»  Joseph  Clay,  esq.  pay-master  to  the 
department  of  Sooth-Carolina  and  Georfia ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  pay 
the  same  to  tiie  order  of  the  governor  and  executive  counpil  of  the  said  state 
of  Geoi|;ia,  established  agreeable  to  the  constitution  of  the  said  state,  oris 
case  no  such  establishment  shall  have  been  made,  to  be  otherwise  disposed 
of  as  the  said  J.  Clay,e8<|.  with  the  advice  of  major-general  Lincoln,  or  the 
commander  of  the  forces  in  that  department  far  the  time  being,  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  service  and  welfare  of  the  said  state  of  Georgia. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  president  of  t!ie  state  of  Delaware,  was  read, 
informing  that  the  act  of  tliat  state,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour^gruini 
&c.  expires  the  Istday  of  September,  6cc.  Whereupon, 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

ReBnlved,  That  the  nresideot  of  the  state  of  Delaware  be  informed,  it  is 
the  wish  of  Congress  tnat  the  embaigo  might  be  continued  until  be  shall  be 
further  intormea  from  Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  1,  1779. 

Tlie  marine  committee  report,  that  it  is  necessary  an  agent  for  prizes  be 
appointed  for  the  state  of  New-Jers^ey  ;  Whereupon, 

J^esolved,  That  Okey  Uoaglandt»  eaq*  be  appoiuted  agent  for  prizes  for 
the  state  of  New -Jersey. 

A  letter,  of  the  3 1st  of  August,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  inform- 
ing Congrs^s  that  major  SculT  has  signified  his  intention  to  resign  his  office 
ofsecretanr  to  that  board»and  recommending  captain  Benjamin  Stoddartto 
fill  that  omce;  Whereupon, 
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Congresii  prucecUeil  lu  a  choice ;  aitti,  tiie  ballots  beiu^  taken,  captaiu 
BefljamiD  StodiJart  was  uQanimouslj  elected  secretary  to  me  board  of  wju** 

Another  letter,  of  the  Slat  of  August,  from  the  boArd  of  war>  was  rat^> 
encloeing  a  eopy  of  xeneral  orders  issued  to  the  troops  under  his  cotmnand 
hj  major-geueral  SuTlivan,  reflecting  upon  the  board ;  and  representing  that 
the  characters  of  the  board  are  made  very  free  with  in  general  Sullivan's 
army,  who  being  under  a  deception,  censure  the  members  with  great  bitter- 
ness, and  theroupcm  requestin^^  the  favour  of  r()n!i;rcss  to  appoint  a  commit* 
lee  to  examine  into  tiieir  conduct  and  proceedings  on  this  subject i  Where- 
upon, 

Oidered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  aopoiated  for  the  purpose  above- 
Bientiohed  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Root,  aiid  Mr.  Arm- 
strona;. 

A  letter,  of  the  STth  of  Aug.  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  V^hereupon, 
i'cso^i^.  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  appioint 
a  deputy,  tor  the  special  purpose  of  providing  for  the  troops  of  the  COnTen- 
tioD  of, Saratoga  and  their  guards  during  their  sta^  in  Virginia : 
On  passing  this«  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Lattrens, 


SisuhBa^tahite,  Air.  Whipple, 

Peabody,  - 

•Mtma'tUt-Baxf,  Mr.  llolten, 

Patridg-c, 

Mide-rtlant^     Mr.  Mai-chan^ 


C«fi}iec<icti^ 


lAr.  riuiitingloil, 

Koot, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Juv, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 


Pennsyhfonint 

Delawurc^ 
Mury'andf 

rirgima, 

A'.-  Carolina^ 

Si-CaroUna, 


Mr.  Ai-matrong, 

Shippcn, 
Mr.  M*K.caii, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Forbes, 
Mj'.  Sniith, 

Hcming, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Sharpen 
Mr.  I.aTirrns, 

Matthewflb 


no  3 
no  ^►no 

ay  5 


II  tlu'  aflii-inative. 

ive  oi'.lcr^  t(j  tlie  said  dcjiufy  io  confine  his  purchases, 


So  it  was  resolv 
Resolved^  Tliat 

to  places  from  wljciice  supplies  fur  the  armies  of  these  states  cannot  eonve 
nieotly  be  drawn. 

Bmhfi^,  That  tiie  accounts  of  supplies  for  the  said  convention  troops  be 
kept  distinct  from  the  accounts  of  those  purchased  fot^  and  issued  to,  the 
huopa  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 

relative  to  finance : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Reived,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  t!ic  re[)nt  t  l)e  postponed. 
,  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jliou&ton, 
in  the  words  following  : 

Whereas  it  is  inexpedient  to  derive  the  supplies  for  a  continuance  of  the 
present  war  from  emissions  of  bills  of  credit : 

^«Khedf  That  Cons;ress  will,  on  no  account  whatever,  emit  more  bills  of 
^dit  than  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  such  bills  200,000,000  of  dollars  s 

Nor  will  they  emit  the  40,000,000  necessary  to  complete  that  sum,  pro* 
vided  a  sufficient  supply  of  money  for  the  public  exigencies  can  be  ob- 
tained by  other  means. 

A  division  being  required,  when  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  on  the 
first  clause,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Smith  :  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

^•ffiw»ito<^  Mir. 


Dody, 
Whipple, 


no 
no 


] 


no 


MCM?tU§'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Hohen, 
I'atridge, 
iih^A-Jfitrnd,  Mr.  Collins, 


'>inc 


rto 

no^jno 
no\ 
no^Qo 
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^'erw'Tmiff      Mr.  Jay, 
ikwJefmfi     Mr.  Sciidder, 

FeU, 

Houston,  , 
FienntyhaaUt,  Mr.  AtniBtroiigv 

Shippen, 
Wynkoop 
Jklaware^        Mr.  M'Kean» 


Maryland,       Mr.  CanuiehMl, 


S.-CaroUna, 


Forbes, 

Mr.  SmitJi, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

Ur.  Harnett, 
Hewea, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mftttfaewi^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  b egatiye. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  put,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  b(in| 
required  bj  Mr.  Smith, 


Virginia, 
S.-CaroUma, 


Mr.l 

Mr.  Carmichaffl, 

Paca, 

Forbes 

Mr.  Smitli, 
Gtifftn, 
Fleming", 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  liBUxenflb 
Matthews, 


H'Bampthke,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peaoody, 
Ma8^itU-May,  Mr.  Gerr>% 

Holten, 
Patridge, 
Mhotk-Mmd,    Mr.  Collilis, 

Connecticut,    •  Mr.  Root^ 
New-Yorky        Mr.  Jay, 
New^aty^     Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 
f&mtifiwikk  Mr.  Armstrong', 

Shippen, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mesolued,  That  the  consideration  of  the  second  clause  be  postponed. 

THURSDAY,  September  2,  1779. 

The  committee  on  tlie  ti  eahurj,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  the 
roT.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

i^Mverf,  That  until  me  further  order  of  Congress  the  rev.  Mr.  LoilHnier 
be  allowed  200  dollars  per  month  for  subsistence. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
martial  on  the  trial  of  John  Bmmes,  late  a  pilot  of  the  ship  ChampioOf  for 
desertion  t 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Mesolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  said  conrt-martiu  k 
•uipended  until  Saturday  se'ennight. 

FRIDAY,  S^tember  3,  1779. 

Mr.  WoodbuTj  Langdon,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Haropahiiti 
attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  Congress.  '        -  a 

Rpsolvedy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical  committee:  Uie 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Peabody,  and  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  second  clause  of  tlu'  n  soiulion  moveo 
the  1st  instant,  and  the  same  being  set  aside  ;  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Congress  came  to  the  tollowing  resolution  : 

And  whereas  the  sum  emitted  by  Congress  and  now  in  circiiWM<*J» 
amounts  to  159,948.880  dollars,  and  the  sum  of  40,051,120  dollars  remaiss t» 
complete  the  200,000,000  of  dollars  above  mentioned: 

Resolved,  ThatConeress  will  emit  such  part  only  of  the  said  sum  of  40f 
05l,lS0,  dollars,  asshdl  be  absolutely  necessarylfor  pUblic  exigencies  before 
adequate  supplies  can  be  otherwise  obtained,  relying  for.such  suppiieB  lo  ^ 
exertions  of  the  several  states.  , 

BisoiveAiT\i9i  the  consideration  of  the  preamble  first  moved  be  pos^Kweo* 
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SATURDAY,  Septemhey  4,  irr9,~' 

Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton,  one  of  the  delegates 
for  the  state  of  South -Carolina,  died  last  nizht,  and  that  circamBtances  re- 
quired that  his  remains  be  interred  this  evenini;; : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  in  a  body,  atteml        funeral  this  evening, 
at  six  o'clock,  as  mourners,  with  a  crajjt^  round  tiie  ieltarin,  and  will  cuuliaue. 
iijmouriiing  for  the  space  of  one  monih. 

Mesolved^  That  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Harnett»  be  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  funeral ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  the 
attendine  chaplain^  be  notified  to  officiate  on  the  occasion ; 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  general  assembly  and 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania^  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France^  and  other  persons  of  distinction  njw  in  town,  to  ' 
attend  the  funeral. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  wn?  retencd  ii  k;tt(M-  of  niaj')r-j[i;(Mieral  Gntes, 
report,  that  they  havt^  convt-rseil  with  the  u.(.'nt.lo!iuiu  stiling  huu^elf  Ic  bai  ya 
deBenyowsky,  meiitiunetl  in  general  (iatrs'.-  letter  ;  that  they  know  nothing 
from  any  testimonials  he  produces  except  lii.-*  having  a  leltei  directed  to  gen. 
Pulaski,  who  he  says  is  his  half-brother,  and  to  whom  he  now  desires  only 
the  means  ofgoin^ ;  Whereupon, 

Bitolvid^  lliat  Mons.  le  baron  de  Benjowsky  be  supplied  with  an  hot^se 
and  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  general  Pulaski^  now  with  the 
louthern  armr. 

Ordpredy  That  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the  cnp- 
ture  of  the  snow  Nostra  Senr»ora  del  Carmel  et  St.  Antonio,  captain  Duai  ti, 
be  sent  by  the  comiiyittee  for  foreign  affairs  by  different  convryances,  to 
the  nunist«r  plcnipotealiary  of  the  ITnited  States  at  the  court  of  t  rance,  to 
be  by  him  communicated  to  the  court  uf  Lis.bun. 

•  The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  - 
Armstrong,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  from  general  Washington  and 
colonel  Simms,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  leave  of  absence  from  his  regiment  be  given  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Siinms  till  the  20th  day  of  November  next : 

That  copies  of  liis  applications  to  Congress  and  general  Washington's 
letter,  be  transmitttnl  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  that  it  ho  «?i'^nifio(l  to 
him, that  as  lieutenant-colonel  Slmniv's  application  has  hron  coniplii.Ml  with 
atatime  when  his  absence  is  with  the  greatest  ri'liutjiiee  <li,^penscil  with, 
it  is  the  wish  of  Congres*!  that  he  luav  be  I'TiahU'il  to  rejoin  his  regiment  a^i 
speedily  ^as  possible ;  and  tlmt  such  mtasui  es  uiay  be  taken  respecting 
claims  similar  to  that  of  lieutenant-colonel  Simms,  as  may  prevent  other 
officers  of  the  Yirgintaline  making  applications  for  the  like  indulgence  of 
ftbsence,  which  mu^t  in  the  midst  of  a  campaign,  be  utterlj  inadmissible  ; 
ind  that  a  copyof  Uiis  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

I^f'fiolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  every  cornet  of  horse 
be  entitled  to  recei\  monthly  for  hi^  subsi^tent  c,  lOt)  dollars,  to  commence 
agreeable  to  an  act  ot  Con»^re«s  of  the  iSlh  of  August  last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tiaim  ii^.  seconded  bv  Mr.  Holten, 

JResolved,  That  so  much  ol  the  resolutions  l  ebjiectiiig  the  establishment  of 
t  board  of  treasury  as  relates  to  the  annual  election  ol  ilic  oUicers,  be  refer- 
ed  to  a  committee  of  three:  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  the  sala- 
ries of  the  said  officers  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Qerry,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

MONDAY,  September  6, 1779. 
The  committee  on  the  quarter-master  and  commissar  j-general^s  department, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr.  Scudder,  laid  before  Con- 
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gress  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  August  from  JeretDiah  Wadsworth*  commissary  - 

^nenl  of  purcbases,  which  was  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  ;  and  that  thej  be 

directed  to  take  the  proper  steps  for  obtaining  a  division  of  the  prize  goods 

latelj  captured  bj  continental  vessels^  and  cause  stach  of  the  articles  as  thej 

judge  proper  to  be  retained  for  the  future  order  of  Congress* 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolvedj  That  the  nuarter-master-general  be  directed  to  erect  barrscts, 

at  the  expense  of  the  United  States^  for  quartering  the  troops  in  theslite  of 

Rhode-Island  : 

That  the  said  barracks  be  of  such  dimensions  and  situated  in  sach  place 
as  <^eneral  Gates,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troops  in  that  state  for  tbe 

time  being,  shall  approve  of. 

Thebt>arfl  of  war,  to  wliom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th  frum  generil 
Washington,  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Massachusetts  line  uf  ufii- 
cers,  brftu^ht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Beaolvea,  1  hat  the  arrangement  of  the  ofticers  in  the  Massachusetts 
as  now  fixed  by  the  commander  in  chief^  be  confirmed^  and  their  counuid' 
siuns  iiMiued  accurdingljr* 

WEDNESDAY,  SepUnUffr  S,  1779. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New-York  laid  Uetore  Congress  certain  in- 
structions which  they  have  received  from  their  constituents,  accompaoied 
with  sundry  papers,  which  were  read ;  also,  a  petition  of  the  committees  of 
Cumberland  county  to  Congress  was  read,  praying  their  speedy  interposition 
in  settling  the  disturbances  upon  the  New- Hampshire  Grants,  accompsnied 
with  sundry  papers: 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca, Mr.  Holten, Mr.  Huntington,  and Mr.Smitii. 

Besolvedt  That  the  president  be  requested  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to 
the  several  states,  to  accompanr  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  1st  sod 
Sd  instant,  for  stopping  the  fnrtner  emissions  of  bills  of  credit. 

Congress  proceeaed  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  for  re-considerin*; 
the  resolution  passed  on  the  21st  of  August,  recommending  to  the  several 
states  to  continue  or  lay  embargoes  to  continue  until  the  first  day  of  Januarj 
next, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  to  strike 
out  "  January,"  in  order  to  insei  t  instead  thereof  ♦*  October." 

On  the  question  ,  shall  the  word  "  January" stand  ?  the  yeas  and  naysbeio^ 
required  by  Mr.  Pea  body, 

^^-tiampalure^  Mr.  >Mi;])ple, 

l\'ab(jdy, 
Langtlon, 
Miau^fUt-Ba^t  Mr.  Lovell, 

Holten, 

lUwde-JisIand,    Mr.  Mai  cliaiit, 

Cormedkutt     Mr.  Huntingdon, 

Root, 

Spencer, 
NeiD-York,       Mr.  Jay, 


Mm-Jenejft  Mr< 


Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 


Pcnmjfloamap  Mr.  Armstrongs 

Searle, 
Muhlenberg^ 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carniicliael, 

Forfics, 
Mr.  Snuiii, 
Griffin, 
Flemings 
Mr.  Harriett, 
Mr.  I^urens, 
Matthews, 


Dehnoarey 
Virginia, 


N.-CaroUna, 


no) 
ayi  no 
no« 

no  yno 

^  I  (liv. 
no) 

noi 
my 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


« 
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THURSDAY,  Septen^  9, 1779. 

Mr.  James  Mercer,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended  and 
took  his  seat  in  Coi^reas^ 

jRemUved,  That  Mr.  Griffin,  at  his  request,  be  discharged  from  the  com* 
snittee  on  the  tretsurj,  on  acoo«nt  of  his  ill  state  of  health. 

MBsalved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the- committee  on  the  treasttry,  in 
the  room  4sf  Mr.  Griffin,  nntil  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury  shall  be 
appeinted  t  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Marchant 

FRIDAY,  September  10,  1779. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereopon,  Congress  came  to  the 
fallowinf^  resolutions : 

It  appearing  from  the  representation  of  the  board  of  war,  that  fur  the  more 
comfortable  accommodation  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  it  is  expedi- 
efit  that  each  state  should  provide  clothing  for  its  own  quota  of  those  troops, 
in  aiklition  to  that  which  lias  been  imported  or  aiready  procured  by  the 
agents  ap))ointed  by  the  said  board  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the 
several  states,  immediately  to  provide  large  quantities  of  clotiiing  for  tiieir 
respective  quotas  of  troops  : 

That  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  articles  of  hats,  hose,  shirts,  blan- 
kets, and  shoes,  which  are  indispensably  necess>tirj  and  immediateiy  want- 
ed, and  without  wMch  the  troops  must  severely  sutler  : 

That  the  clotliing  $to  purchased  or  procured  by  the  states  respectively  be 
delivered  to  the  sub  or  state  clothiers,  agreeably  to-^e  ordinance  of  the  £Sd 
of  Mmrcli  last:  . 

That  the  ^nb  or  state  clothiers  make  regular  monthly  returns  to  tiie  clo- 
:  tkier'-seneral  of  alt  clothing;  received  from  their  respective  states  % 

That  the  eiecutive  powers  of  the  several  states  be  requested  to  correspond 
with  the  board  of  war,  from  time  to  time,  informing  them  of  their  proceed- 
ipgia  and  prospects  in  the  clothing  business  ;  that  every  assistance  may  be 
given,  where  necessary,  by  the  said  board»  when  the  continental  stuck  will 
admit  thereof,  and  continental  purchasers  be  stopped  when  a  sufficiency  of 
clothing  is  provided : 

That  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  governnients  of  the  respective  states^ 
to  take  measures  for  preventing  any  competition  of  prices  among  the  par* 
.   chasers,  whether  on  account  of  the  continent  or  prifticuhir  states  : 

That  the  said  governments  be  intonned  that  the  principal  supplies  of  cloth- 
for  the  troops  of  their  respective  (iuotas  are  expected  froiit  thenj  ;  nnd  to 
this  end  ther  are  earnestly  requested  now  dili,u;eiil!y  l<>  exert  themselves, 
and  In  future  to  make  timely  provision,  either  by  purcliase,  manufacture^  or 
importation  : 

That  tljc  buard  of  war  be  directed  to  infunn  the  executive  powers  of  the 
several  states,  fi  om  time  to  time,  of  anv  considerable  additiuus  to  the  stock 
of  clothin*^  provided  by  the  United  States,  by  importation  or  oilierwise,  that 
whensoever  all  or  any  considerable  part  of  the  clothing  for  the  troops  is  or 
shall  be  provided  by  the  United  States,  the  governments  of  the  several  states 
'aiay  cease  further  provision. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  according  to  order,  laid  on  the  table  an 
account  of  the  money  received  on  loan*  and  of  the  whole  ^amount  of  money 
issued  and  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  resolves  passetl  before  this  day. 

MONDAY,  September,  13,  1779. 

Mr.  Fitzbngh,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  fth,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
of  the  30tb  oC  August*  frem  msjor*general  tiulUvan : 
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Orderedt  That  it  be  i  eferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  correspond 
with  major-general  Lincoln* 

Beaalved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  theaaid  committees  the  mca?> 
bers  chosen »  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Fitzhugh. 

The  president  laid  before  Congress  a  draught  of  a  circular  letter  frooi 
ihp!  Con^res<«  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  their  cooatittteiita*  which 
was  read  twice  and  unanimouslj  agreed  to  ; 

Friends  and  Fellow -Citizens! — In  governments  raised  on  the  generoiis 
principles  of  equal  libertj,  where  the  rulers  of  the  state  are  the  servants  of 
the  people,  and  not  the  masters  of  those  from  whom  thej  derive  authoritj ; 
it  is  their  duty  to  inform  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  state  of  their  affiiirs,  and 
by  eTinciii'^  the  propriety  of  public  measures,  lead  them  to  unite  the  influence 
of  inciinatiou  to  the  force  ot  legal  obligation  in  rcndcriti2;  them  siiccessfut. 
This  duty  cej\ses  not,  even  in  times  of  the  rndst  perfect  peace,  order  and 
tranquillity,  when  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth  is  neither  etHhin2;ere(l  by 
force  or  seduction  from  abroad,  or  by  faction,  treachery  or  misguided  aiiibi- 
tioii  from  within.  At  this  season,  therefore,  we  fincf  ourselves  in  a  parti- 
cular manner  impressed  with  a  sense  of  it,  and  can  no  longer  furbe«ir  call- 
ing your  attention  to  a  subject  much  misrepresented,  and  respecting  wliich, 
daiigeiuiis,  as  well  as  erroneous  upmiuos  have  been  held  anci  propa* 
gated     we  mean  your  finances. 

The  ungrateful  despotism  and  inordinate  lust  of  domination,  which  marked 
the  unnatural  designs  of  the  British  kin^  and  his  venal  parliament,  to  enslave 
the  people  of  America,  redoced  jon  to  the  necessity  or  either  asserting  yomr 
rightsbyarmsyoringlortpnslj  passing  undertheyoke.  Yon  noblj  preferra  wan 
Armies  were  then  to  be  raised,  paid  and  supplied :  money  became  necessary 
for  these  purposes.  Of  yonr  own  there  was  hot  little ;  and  of  no  nation  la- 
the world  could  you  then  borrow.  The  little  that  was  spread  among  yea 
could  be  collected  only  by  taxes,  and  to  this  end  regular  governments  wece 
essential ;  of  these  you  were  also  destitnte.  So  circumstanced,  jon  had  no 
other  resource  but  the  .natural  value  and  wealth  of  your  ferdie  cciuntnr. 
Bills  were  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  bank,  and  your  faith  was  pledged  for 
their  redemption.  After  a  considerable  number  of  these  had  circulated,  loam 
were  solicited,  and  offices  for  the  purpose  established.  Thus  a  natioiial 
debt  wns  unavoidably  created,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  as  follows  : 

Bills  emitted  and  circulating,  159,948,880  dollars  ;  monies  borrowed  be- 
fore the  1st  of  March,  1778,  the  interest  of  which  is  payable  in  France, 
7,545,196  r)7-90ths  ;  mo iiies  borrowed  since  the  first  of  March,  1778,  the 
interest  uf  which  is  payable  here,  S6, 188,909  ;  money  due  abroad,  not  exactly 
known,  the  balances  not  having  been  transmitted,  supposed  to  be  about 

^4,000,000. 

For  your  further  satisfaction  we  shall  order  a  particular  account  of  the 
several  emissions,  with  the  times  limited  for  their  reden^ption,  and  also  of 
the  several  loans,  the  interest  allowed  on  each,  and  the  teriuh  assigried  for 
their  payment,  to  be  prepared  and  published. 

The  taxes  have  as  yet  brought  into  the  treasury  no  more  than  3,027,560, 
so  that  all  the  monies  supplied  to  Congress  by  the  people  of  America,  amonnt . 
to  no  more  thtto  36,761,065  67-90  dollars,  that  beine  the  sum  of  the  loaay 
and  taxes  received.  Judge,  then,  of  the  necessity  or  emitsbns,  and  learn 
from  whom  and  from  whence  that  necessity  arose* 

We  are  also  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  first  day  of  September  inst.  we 
resolved  that  we  would,  on  no  account  whatever,  emit  more  bills  of  credit 
than  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  such  bills  200,000,000  of  dollars,'*  and 
as  the  sum  emitted  and  in  circulation  amounted  to  159,948,880  dollars,  and 
the  sum  of  40,051,120  dollars  remained  to  complete  the  200,000,000  above- 
mentioned,  we  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  inst.  further  resolved,  "  that  we 
would  emit  such  part  only  of  the  said  sum  of  40»051>1£0  dollars  as  shonld 
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lie  mbsulutely  neccesary  tor  public  exigencies  before  ade  quate  supplies  could 
othttrwiie  l>e  obtained^  relyitig  lar  iiuch  supplies  on  tiie  exertionii  of  the  Se- 
vern! MtMitm.^ 

Kxctanve  of  Ibe  gmtt  ud  vdtmtj  ezpeni^es  tncideDt  to  the  war,  the 
^eprecimtmn  «f  ithe  ettrreaegr  hft%  ao  smHed  the  prices  of  every  neceiMry 
avttcJe»  And  ofxeaaeqeence  made  such  addittona  to  the  iieual  amount  <^ex<- 
pendttarQa»  ihat  very  cuDaidenble  MMiliee  Awst  be  immediately  j^rovidi»l  Jfau^ 
imam  and  tames  ;  and  we  UDaMmiMisly  declare  it  to  be  essentiu  to' the  wdf- 
fare  of  thcee  states,  that  the  taioa  already  called  tor  be  paid  into  the  conti* 
neivtal  treasury iry  the  time  recommended*  for  that  purpose.  It  ts  alsoh^hly 
prmpcr  thmt  jou  should  extend  yonr  viewa  beyond  that  periofU  snd  prepare 
m  saason,  as  well  ibr  bmnging  your  respective  quotas  of  troofMrinto  the  field 
earir  the  ii€xt  campaign,  as  for  providiiig  the  snppUeil  - necessary  in  the 
course  of  it.  We  shall  take  care  to  apprize  you,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
state  oi  the  treasury,  and  to  recommetid  the  proper  measures  for  supplying' 
It.  To  keep  your  battalions  full,  to  encourage  loans,  and  to  assess  vour  taxes 
with  prudence,  collect  them  with  firmness,  and  pay  them  vvitli  ]>u[]ctuality, 
i*  all  that  will  be  reijuisite  on  your  part.  Further  ways  and  means  of  pro- 
vidins  for  the  public  exigencies  are  now  under ^uiidecalioB,  and  wiU  soon 
be  lain  before  you.  * 

if aving  thus  given  you  a  short  and  plain  state  of  your  debt,  and  pointed 
out  the  uecessity  of  punctuality  in  furnishini^  the  supplies  already  required, 
we  shall  proceed  to  uiiike  a  few  remarks  on  the  depreciatAun  of  the  curi  eucy, 
to  wbich  we  entreat  your  attention. 

The  depreeiation  of  htiU  of  credit  is  always  eithe/.natorai  or  artificial,  or 
balk.  '  Tm  iatler  is  onr -case.  The  memeatthe  snm  In  dronlation  exceeded 
wriuit  mmm  ^necessary  as  >a  medtnm  in  sonimerce*  it  began  and  eootlnaad  to 
depraciale  in  proportion  as  the. aMoont  of  the  snrnliis  inoreased ;  aial  that 
propTtaom  .woald  hold  good  unltl  the  sam  emitted  snottld. become  so. fifeataa^ 
neorl  J  to  «qaal  the  value  of  the  capital  or  stock,  on  the  credit  of  which  the 
bills  were  issaed.  Supposing,  therefore,  that  30,000,000  was  necessary  for 
.1  circulating  medium,  and  &t  160,000,000  had  issued,  the  natural  depre* 
ciaiten  is  but  little  more  than  as  five  to  one  :  but  the  actual  depreciation, 
excecdn  that  proportion*  and  that  excess  is  artificial.  The  natuial 'depred- 
ation is  to  be  removed  only  by  lessening  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation* 
It  will  regain  its  primitive  value  whenever  it  shall  be  reduced  to  the  sum 
necessary  fur  a  medium  of  commerce.  This  is  only  to  be  effected  by  ioaas 
and  "taxes. 

The  artiiiciul  depreciation  is  a  more  serious  subject,  and  merits  minute 
Investigation.  A  distrust  (however  occasioned)  entertained  by  the  mass  of 
the  people,  either  in  the  ability  or  iiiciination  of  the  United  States  to  rrdeeui 
liieir  bills,  is  the  cause  of  it.  Let  us  enquire  how  far  reason  will  justiiy  a 
diiitruat  in  the  ability  of  the  United  States. 

The  ability  of  the  United  States  must  depend  on  two  things  ;  first,  the 
success  of  the  present  revolution  ;  and  secoiuiiy,  on  tiie  sullicieiicy  4)f  tlkO 
natural  wealth,  value  and  resources  of  the  country. 

Tiiat  the  time  has  been  n^en  hone&t  men  might,  without  lieing  chargeable 
vi^  timiditjr,  fiava  doab^  thO'SaccesB  of  the  pt  esent  revolution,  we.admitt 
bat  that  paniNl.  is  passed,  Tba  independence  of  America  is  now  as  &Kd  as 
fata*  aM  the  petalaat  efforts  of  Britun  .to  break  it  down  are  as  "vain  and 
Ihiitleaa  as  the  ra^ng  of  the  waves  which  beatamnst  then*  difls.  liSt  thosa 
wha  .are  atill  afflict^  with  thisse  doubts  ^consiwsr  the  character  and  caadi* 
tion  of  <mr  enemies.  Let  them  remember  that  we  are  contending  against  a 
kii^dom  crumbling  into  pieces ;  a  nation  without  public  virtae ;  anu  a  •pea* 
pic  aold  to,  and  betrayed  by^'their  own  representatives;  against  a  pnn^ 
governed  by  has  passM—fand  a  miniatnr  withont  coafidenoe  or  mmm^ 

•  * 
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against  armies  half  paid  and  generals  half  trusted ;  agaiaat  a  gwremnicnt 
equal  onl^  to  plans  of  plunder,  conflagration  and  murder ;  a  gownment,  br 
the  most  impious  violations  of  the  rights  of  religion,  justice,  hnmani^i  and 

mankind,  courting  the  vengeance  of  neaven  and  revolting  from  the  protec- 
tion of  Providence.  Against  the  fury  of  these  enemies  ynu  m;ide  success* 
ful  resistance,  v^rhen  single,  alone  and  ti  iiMidloss,  in  the  dajs  of  weakness 
and  infancy,  before  your  hands  had  beco  taught  to  war  or  your  fingers  to 
fight.  And  can  there  be  any  reason  lo  apprehend  that  tiie  divioe  disposer  of 
human  events,  after  having  separated  us  from  the  house  of  bondage,  and  led 
«s  safe  through  a  sea  of  blood»  towards  the  land  of  Ubertj  aod  promise,  will 
leave  the  work  of  our  political  redemption  unfimshed,  and  either  nennit  ui 
to  perish  in  a  wildensess  of  difficttlties»  or  suffer  as  to  be  carried  back  ia 
chains  to  (hat  country  of  oppression,  from  whose  tjrannj  he  hath  mercifoi* 
ly  delivered  us  with  a  stretched  out  arm  ? 

In  clo«»e  alliafice  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  tiations  in  Europe  which 
has  generously  made  our  cause  her  own,  in  amity  with  many  others,  ami 
enjoying  the  ji;ood  will  of  all,  what  tlanger  have  we  to  fear  from  Britain?  In- 
stead of  acquiring  accessions  of  teniLory  by  cnn(juest,  the  limits  of  her  empire 
daily  contract:  her  iieets  no  longer  rule  the  ocean,  nor  are  her  armies  ia- 
vincible  by  land*.  JSow  manjr  of  her  stiodards,  wrested  from  ^e  hands  of  hct 
champions*  are  among  your  trophies,  and  have  craccd  the  triumphs  of  your 
troops  ?  and  how  great  is  the  nomber  of  those^  wnof  sent  to  bind  you  in  fet* 
ters,  have  become  your  captives,  and  received  their  lives  from  your  hands  ^ 
In  short,  whoever  considers  that  these  states  are  daily  increasing  in  power; 
that  their  armies  have  become  veteran  ;  that  their  governments,  founded  in 
freedom,  are  established ;  that  their  fertile  country  and  their  affecfioTiate 
ally  furnish  them  with  ample  supplies  ;  that  the  Spanish  monarch,  well  pre- 
pared for  war,  witli  tieeU  and  armies  ready  for  combat, and  a  trcasur)  over- 
flowing with  wealth,  has  entered  the  lists  against  Britain;  that  the  other 
European  nations,  often  insulted  by  her  pride,  and  alarmed  by  the  strides  cf 
her  apibitioa,  have  left  her  to  her  hie ;  that  Ireland,  wearied  with  her  sp- 
presnonsy  Is  panting  for  liberty,  and  even  Scotland  displeased  and  uneasy  at 
her  edicts :  whoever  considers  these  things,  instead  of  doubting  the  issue  of 
the  war,  will  rejoice  in  the  glorious,  the  sure  and  certain  prospect  of  success. 

This  point  being  established,  the  next  question  is,  whether  the  natural 
wealth,  valae  and  resources  of  the  country,  will  be  equal  to  the  payment  of 
the  debt  ? 

Let  us  suppose  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
the  emissions  should  amount  to  200,000,000;  that  exclusive  of  supplies  from 
taxes,  which  will  not  beinconsi(ierubie,thc  loansshouid  amountto  100,000,000| 

-then  the  whole  national  debt  of  the  United  States  would  be  300,000,000. 
There  are  at  present  3,000,000  of  inhabitants  in  the  13  states  s  500,000,000 
of  dollars,  divided  among  3,000,000  of  people,  would  give  to  each  psnoa 
100  dollars;  and  is  there  an  individual  in  America  unable,  in  the  conrse 
of  18  or  90  years,  to  pay  it  again  P  Suppose  the  whole  debt  assessed,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  on  the  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  their  respective  estates,  what 
would  then  be  the  share  of  the  poorer  people?  Perhaps  not  10  dollars.  Be- 
sides, as  this  debt  will  not  be  payable  immediately,  but  probably  20  year^ 
allotted  for  it,  the  number  of  inliabitiints  by  that  time  in  America  will  be  lur 
more  than  cbmble  their  present  amount.  It  is  well  known  that  the  inhabi- 
tants ot  this  country  increased  almost  in  the  ratio  ot  compound  inteiest.  By 
natural  population  they  doubled  every  20  years,  and  how  great  may  be  the 

,  host  of  emigrants  from  other  countries  cannot  be  aacertained.  We  haTS  the 
highest  reason  to  believe  the  number  will  be  immense.  Suppose  thst  only 
10,000  should  arrive  the  first  year  after  the  war,  what  will  th«)se  10,000 
with  their  liuniliet  count  in  SO  yean  tiae^«-|M;1lbably  deuble  the  oanber. 
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This  observation  applies  with  proportionable  force  to  the  etnifrrants  of 
every  successive  year.  Thus  you  set-  threat  part  of  your  debt  will  be  payable 
Tint  merely  by  the  present  number  of  inhabltants.-but  by  that  number  s^veI!ed 
and  increased  by  the  natural  populatiou  of  the  present  inhabitants,  by  mul- 
titudes of  emigrants  daily  iin  ivmg  from  other  countries,  and  by  the  natural 
population  of  thooe  succefloive  emigrants,  m)  that  every  pei-son'a  sbaroof 
tbe  debt  will  be  conatantljr  diminishing  by  others  coming  in  to  pay  a  pro« 
portion  of  it- 

These  are  advantages  which  none  but  yoong  countries  enjoy.  The'niiin^ 
ber  of  inhabitants  in  everr  country  in  Europe  remains  nearly  the  same  from 
one  century  fo  another.  No  country  will  produce  more  people  than  it  can 
subsist,  and  eve^y  cnuntrv,  if  free  and  cultivated,  will  produce  as  many  as 
it  can  maintain.  Hence  we  niav  form  sume  idea  of  the  future  population  of 
tliese  states.  Extensive  \viltleLnesse>,  now  scarcely  kiiown  or  explored,  rc- 
niain  yet  to  be  cultivated,  and  vast  lakes  and  rivers,  whose  waters  have  for 
ages  rolled  in  silence  and  obscurity  to  the  ocean,  arc  yet  to  hear  the  din  of 
mdustrj,  become  subservient  to  comVnerce,  and  boast  delightful  villas^  gild» 
€d  snires,  and  spacious  cities  rising  on  their  banks. 

Tnus  much  for  the  number  of  persons  to  pay  the  debt.  The  next  point  is 
their  ability.  They  who  enquire  how  many  millions  of  afres  are  contained 
only  in  the  settled  part  of  North- America,  and  how  much  each  acre  is  worth} 
will  acquire  very  enlarged,  and  yet  very  inadequate  ideas  bf  the  value  of  this 
country.  But  those  who  will  carry  their  enq'iirie'?  further,  and  learn  that 
wc  heretofore  paid  no  annual  tax  to  T^ritain  of  ,3,(>(}i),f)(M)  sterliiig  in  the  way 
of  trade,  and  stili  i!;i'ew  ilch  ;  that  our  commerce  was  then  confined  to  her; 
that  we  were  obliged  t(»  carry  our  commodities  to  her  market,  and  conse- 
quently to  sell  them  at  her  price ;  that  we  were  compelled  to  purchase  fo- 
reign commodities  at  her  6t«»reSy  and  on  her  terms,  and  were  forbid  to  est»« 
bfishanT  manufactories  incompatible  with  her  views  of  gun ;  that  in  lutura 
tlu;  whole  world  will  be  open  to  us,  and  we  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase 
from  those  who  will  sell  on  the  best  terms,  and  to  sell  to  those  who  will  give 
the  best  prices ;  that  as  the  country  increases  in  number  of  inhabitants  and 
cultivation,  the  productions  of  the  earth  will  be  proportionably  increased,  and 
tlie  riches  of  the  vvhole  proportionably  n;reater.  W  hoevcr  examines  the  force 
of  these  and  similar  observations,  mu>t  ^mile  ai  the  i^Doraace  of  those  who 
doubt  the  ability  of  the  Unitetl  States  to  rodeeni  then-  bills. 

Let  it  also  be  remeoibered  tliaL  |)apei-  money  is  the  t)nly  kind  of  money 
which  cannot  **  make  unto  itself  win^s  and  fly  away."    It  remains  with  us, 
H  will  not  forsake  us,  it  is  always  ready  and  at  hand  for  the  purpose  ofcem- 
neree  or  taxes,  and  every  industrious  man  can  find  it.  On  tne  contrary, 
flhould,  Great-Britain,  like  Nineveh  (and  for  the  same  reason)  yet  find  mercy^ 
and  escape  the  storm  ready  to  burst  upon  her,  she  will  find  her  national  debt 
in  a  very,  different  situation ;  her  territory  diminished,  her  people  wasted, 
her  commerce  ruined,  her  monopolies  gone,  she  must  provide  for  the  dis 
charge  of  her  immense  debt  by  taxes  to  be  paid  in  specie,  in  gold  or  silver 
perhaps  now  buried  in  tlie  mine^  nf  Mexico  or  Feru,  or  still  concealed  in  tUe 
brooks  and  rivulets  of  Africa  or  hidosf  in. 

Having  shewn  that  there  is  no  reason  to  iloubt  the  ability  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  their  debt,  let  us  next  enquire  wheiber  as  much  can  be  said  for 
their  inclination* 

Under  this  head  three  things  are  to  be  attended  to : 

1st.  Whether  and  in  What  manner  the  faith  of  the  United  States  has  been 
pledged  for  the>edemption  of  their  bills; 

Sd.  Whether  they^have  put  tbemBelves  in  a  political  capacity  to  redeem 
tiiem  ;  and, 

3d.  Whether,  admitting  the  two  former  propositions,  there  is  any  reason 
to  apprehend  a  wanton  violation  of  the  public  l^ith. 
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]«t*  It  i«U8t  be  evident  to  every  niaii  who  reads  tlit?  journals  of  Congress, 
•r  knk»  at  the  face  of  one  ot  their  bills,  that  Congress  have  pledged  theSutli 
U  tb«ir"coDilitaciiti  for  the  redemption  of  thenu  Mi-M  Mtt  b«  a^rattf 
CMadenti not  vnty  tlmtthtY  badMthMrity  todo  io^ but thst  their  taBttoti^ 

tbcir  i^iHs,  pwing  liMrs  eit» 
lilkiing  camncjy  and  ponlsliiDg  these  who  cennterfeit  ibem.  Setlnt 
it  may  with  troth  be  tiki  that  the  people  have  pledged  their  £iitb  fiir  the  re- 
tlemption  of  tfieLin,  not  only  collectively  by  tlietr  representativesr  bilMi- 
Tidiially.  *  ' 

dd.  whether  the  United  Stftlet  have  put  themselveeio  a  poitticatcifiatjr 
iof  redeem  their  bills,  is  a  question  which  calls  fur  more  full  disrussion. 

Our  enemies,  aa  weH  forein;n  as  domestic,  have  labored  to  raise  doubts  on 
this  head.  They  argue  that  the  confederation  of  the  states  remains  yet  to  be 
perfected ;  that  the  union  may  be  dissolved,  Congress  be  abolisfied,  and  each 
state,  resuming  its  delegated  powers,  proceed  in  future  to  hold  and  exprci^e 
all  the  rights  of  sovereignty  appertaining  to  an  independent  state.  In  y\K\\ 
an  event,  say  they,  the  continental  bills  of  creilit,  created  and  supported  b) 
the  union,  would  die  with  it.  This  position  bein^:  assumed,  they  next  pro- 
ceed to  as'^ert  this  event  to  he  probable,  and  in  prool  «>f  it,  urge  our  divisions, 
our  parties,  oyr  separate  interests,  distinct  manners,  former  prejudices,  ind 
many  other  arguments  equally  plausible  and  equally  fiallaciou!^.  Kxjimliie 
tlu«  matter. 

For 'every  purpose  essential  to  the  defence  of  these  states  in  the  progress 
of  the  present  war,  and  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of  it,  these 
states  now  are  as  tully,  legall  y  .  and  absolutely  confederated  asitis  poiaWe 
for  them  to  be.  Read  the  credentials  of  the  different  delegates  who  esn* 
posed  the  Congress  in  1774.  1 775,  and  part  of  1776,  Yoo  will  find  thsttkey 
establish:  SIS  nnion  for  theei|iress  purpose  of  opposing  the  opprewbsaoi 
fleitsiiir  and  obtaining  redress  of  grievances.  On  the  4th  of  Jnly»  1776,  m 

Xsentatlves  in  Congresa,  perceiving  that  nothing  less  than  onconditiond 
ittion  neottld  satisfj  ear  enemies,  did»  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the 
Unrtcen  United  Colonies,  declare  them  to  be  free  and  independent  state?, 
tad  for  the  support  of  that  declarationy  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  proteo* 
tion  of  Oivino  Providence,  did  mutnally  pledge  to  each  other  their  lives, 
their  Fosnmnsi^  and  tbdr  sacred  honor.''    Was  ever  confederation  mnrc 


niies  have  been  raised,  and  bills"  of  credit  emitted  and  loans  made  to  pay  a"*^. 
supply  them.  T!ie  redemption,  therefore,  of  these  bills,  the  psynientot 
these  debts,  and  the  setlleinent  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  states ^or  ex- 
penditures or  services  for  the  common  benefit,  and  in  this  common  cause, irft 
among  the  objects  ot  this  confederation  ;  and  consequently,  while  all  or  any 
of  its  objects  remain  uaattained,  it  cannot,  so  far  as  it  may  respect  such  alt* 
jects,  be  dissolved, con^stent  with  the  laws  of  God  or  man.  ^ 

But  we  are  persuaded,  and  our  enennes  will  find  that  our  union  issstw 
end  here.  They  are  mistaken  when  they  suppose  us  kept  together  only 
n  sense  of  present  danger,  k  is  a  fact  wnich  they  only  will  disp«t*i 
that  the  people  of  these  states  were  never  so  cordially  united  as  at  thisdi/* 
By  having  l»een  obliged  to  mix  with  each  other,  former  prejudices  navs 
worn  oir,  and  their  several  manners  become  blended.  A  sense  of  - foo^'^P'' 
p^nnaiunt  interest,  motnal  afiection  (havti^  been  brethren  in  afliction.)  tbe 
ties  of  consansninity  daily  extending,  constant  reciprocity  of  good  omces, 
shniiarity  in  language,  in  governments,  and  therefore  in  manners,  the  I'n- 
portance,  weight  and  splendor  of  the  uinon,  all  conspire  in  forming  a  stwop 
Chain  of  connoxioh,  which  must  forever  bind  us  together.  The  Coitid  rs^ 
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v'mcea  of  the  Netherlands  ami  the  L  luted  Caiitunft  of  Switzerland  became 
free  aad  iailepend^nt  under  circumstances  very  like  ours :  therr  inde{>en- 
flenee  kmb  hem  long  eaUbUshed,  and  jet  their  conlederacies  continue  in 
full  v%pr.  Wh*t  vmmm  am  ho  MtigMd  wky  our  unimi  abovM  be  leva  last^ 
in^  ?  or  wbj  ihmM  tiM  people  of  tlieae-sUtea  b»  ajppoaed  leas  wife  thm  IN* 
lnh>tiltimU  of  thoao  i  Yon  are  not  uiiaiifiinfted  that  a  plan  far  a  perptfaarl 
ofNiMeratMMi  bttn  prepared  aod  Hot  twelve  of  tko  thirteen  atates.luivi 
aliSMidky  mecc^Wl  to  il»  fiyt  enooch  has  been  aaid  to  abew  that  for  everj 
pwrpiMe  of  the  preeent  war,  and  all  things  incident  to  it,  there  doea  at  pro- 
mt mint  A  perfect  solemn  confederation,  andhtherefiare  that  the  atntes  now 
are  aniL  alwajs  will  be  in  polilioai  capnoilij  to  redeem  Ibeir  billa,  pay^  tbek 
debts  aod  settle  their  accoimts. 

Sd.  Whether,  admitting  the  abilUjr  and  political  caipedtj  of  the  United 
States  to  redeem  their  bills,  tiaere  ia  anj  naaaon  to  apprehend  a  wanton  ifuh 
lation  of  the  public  faith  ? 

It  is  with  *5reai  rej^ret  and  reluctance  that  we  can  prevail  upon  oiirsclTes  to 
take  the  least  notice  of  a  question  which  invoivt:^  in  it  a  doubt  sa  injurioiia  to 
the  honor  and  ditcnity  of  America. 

The  enemy,  aware  that  ti)e  strength  of  America  lay  in  the  union  of  lier 
citizens,  and  the  wisdom  and  iiitegrity  of  those  to  whom  they  conimitted 
the  direction  of  their  affairs,  have  taken  unwearied  pains  to  disunite  and 
alarm  the  people,  to  depreciate  the  abilities  and  virtue  of  their  rulers,  and  to 
impair  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  their  constituents.    To  this  cn.d, 
repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  draw  an  absurd  and  tar;cilul  line  of 
distinction  betw€;eu  the  Congress  and. the  people,  and  to  create  an  opinion 
and  a  belief  that  their  intereata  and  viewa  were  oifterent  and  opposed .  HencQ 
tiKk  ndicidoya  talea^  the  »vidtonB  tnainttatHMia^  and  the  whtinalcal  suspi- 
daiMi  that  bave  been  Ut^ftA  and  propagated  bj  dAaMised  enilasarieBand  trai* 
tim  ill  the  jgarb  of  pattiota*  Uenee  baa  proeeeded  the  notable  dUoovenF 
that  as  tha  Coni^reaa. made  the  money  they  alao  can  deatroy  it  $  and  that  ft 
will  «iot  no  longer  than  tbey  find  it  convenient  to  parmit  it  It  ia  net 
aarprieing  that  in  a  free  oonntry»  where  the  tongues  and  pens  of  such  peo« 
pie  are  and  must  be  licenaed*  such  political  heresies  should  be  incaleated  and 
dtfTaaed*  but  it  ia  really  aetoniabing  that  the  mind  of  a  single  vtrtnoea'cHi^ 
MB  in  America  aheu Id' be  inflnencea  by  them.  It  certainly  cannot  be  neeea* 
eaajr  to  remind  you  tliatyour  representatives  here  are  chosen  from  amonnj 
yonmelves  ;  that  you  are  or  ought  to  be  acquaintetl  v^\t\\  tlieir  several  charsc* 
tera  ;  that  they  are  sent  here  to  speak  your  sentiiuents,  and  that  it  is  con- 
atantly  in  your  power  to  remove  such  as  do  not.    You  surely  are  con- 
vinced that  it  is  no  more  in  their  power  to  annihilate  your  monay  than  your 
independence,  and  that  any  act  of  theirs  lor  ather  of  those  purposes  would 
he  null  and  void. 

We  should  pu^  an  ill  compliment  to  the  understanding  and  honor  of 
every  true  American,  were  we  to  adduce  many  arguments  to  shew^  ilie  base- 
ness or  bad  policy  o{  violating  our  national  faith,  or  omitting  to  pursue  the 
measures  necessary  to  preserve  it.  A  bankrupt  iailhkiis  republic  would  be 
a  novelty  in  the  political 'world,  and  appear  among  reputable  nations  like  a 
common  prostitute  among  ehabte  and  respectable  matrons.  The  pride  of 
America  revolta  from  the  idea:  her  cittzena  know  tat  wbntjmrpdsea  these 
eiaiaaioaa  were  made>  and  have  repeatedly  plighted  their  fiiith  for  tne^emp* 
tiotaof  dien ;  tbe^r  are  to  be  foond  ia  evofj  mai^a  poaaeaston,  and  ererf 
wMin  ia  intonated  in  their  being  redeemed :  thej  auiat  therefore  entertain  a 
btgh  opinieaof  Ameriean  crednlitj,  who  suppose  the  people  capable  of  be« 
liavins,  on  dne  reflection*  that  all  America  wdl,  against  the  fiutn,  the  hoimr 
and  the  iatereat  of  all  America,  be  ever  preToiM  npon  toco«ntaaance,sup-» 
IMNTt  or  permit  so  rainoas*  so  disgraceftil  a  measnre.  We  are  eonvtnced  that 
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the  efforts  and  irts  of  our  enemies  will  net  be  wanting  to  draw  us  into  Ihif 
liaaiiliating  and  contemptible  sitnttion.  Impelled  by  malice,  and  the  sar* 
ge»tiont  of  cbacrin  and  disappoiDtment,  at  not  being  able  to  bend  our  necKi 

to  their  yoke,  tney  will  endeavour  to  force  or  seduce  ii?  to  commit  this  un- 
pardonable sin,  in  onier  to  subject  us  to  the  punishment  due  to  it,  and  that 
we  may  thenceforth  be  a  reproach  and  a  bye  word  aTTion^;  llie  nations.  Ap- 
prized of  these  consequences,  knowing  tlie  value  ot  national  cliariicter,  and 
impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  immutable  laws  of  justice  and  honor,  it  i* 
impossible  that  America  should  think  without  horror  of such  an  execrable  deed. 

If  thenr  neither  onr  abilitf  «r  indtnatloii  to  dischme  the  pobtic  de%tire 
justlj  questloDable,  let  our  coadnct  oorretpond  with  this  ooDndeiiee,  and  let 
us  rescae  our  credit  from  its  present  impntstlons.  Had  the  attention  of 
America  to  ttiis  object  been  unremitted,  had  taxes  been  seasonably  imposed 
and  collected,  had  proper  loans  been  made,  bad  laws  b^en  passed  ana  exe* 
Cttted  for  punishing  those  who  maticioiislv  endeavoured  to  injure  the  public 
credit;  had  these  and  many  other  things  equally  necessary  been  done,  and 
had  our  currency,  notwithstanding  all  these  eftbrts.  declined  to  its  present 
dcfi^ree  of  depreciation,  our  case  would  indeed  have  been  deplorable.  But  as 
these  exertiuiisi  have  not  been  made,  we  may  vet  experience  the  good  ef- 
fects which  naturally  rebult  from  them.  Onr  iormer  negligences  thereto 
•honld  now  animate  ns  with  hope,  and  teach  ns  not  to  dea|Mir  of  rsmoviag 
by  vigilance  and  application  the  evils  which  sopineness  and  inattention  hafS 

•produced. 

It  hat  been  already  observed,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  further  natural 
depreciation  of  our  bills,  we  have  resolved  to  stop  the  press^-and  to  call  upon 
you  for  supplies  by  loans  and  taxes.  Yf»iir  are  in  capacity  to  afTord  tliein, 
.  an<l  are  bound  by  the  s;troiiu;cst  ties  to  do  it.  Leave  us  not  tbci  elore  witSiout 
supplies,  nor  let  in  that  fioud  ot  evils  whicli  would  follow  iVom  such  a  neglect. 
It  would  be  an  event  most  grateful  to  our  eaenues,  and  (iepend  upon  it  thej 
will  redouble  their  arttliceji  and  industry  to  compass  it.  lie  therefore  upon 
your  guard,  and  examine  well  the  policy  of  every  measure  and  the  evidence 
of  every  report  that  may  be  proposed  or  mentioned  to  ^ov  before  yon  adopt 
the  one  or  believe  the  other.  Recollect  that  it  is  the  pnceof  the  libertjr,  the 
peace  and  the  safety  of  yourselves  and  posterity,  that  now  is  required; 
that  peace,  liberty  and  safety,  for  the  attainment  and  seeurit;^  of  which,  jou 
have  so  often  and  so  solemnly  declared  your  readiness  to  sacrifice  vour  lives 
and  fortunes.  The  war,  though  drawing  fast  to  a  successful  issue,  still  rages. 
Disdain  to  leave  the  whole  businesi^  of  you!"  defence  to  vour  ally.  Be  mind- 
ful that  the  brightest  prospects  maybe  clouded,  ami  that  prudence  bids  us 
be  picpared  for  every  event.  Provide,  therefore,  for  continuing  v(»ui  armies 
iu  tlie  field  till  victory  and  peace  shall  lead  them  home,  and  avoid  there- 
preach  of  permitting  the  currency  to  depreciate  In  your  hands,  when  by 
yielding  a  part  to  taiea  and  .loans,  the  whole  micht  have  been  appreciated 
and  preserved.  Humanity  as  well  as  justice  makes  this  demand  upon  vou, 
tlie  complaints  of  ruined.widowB>and  the  cries  of  fatherless  children,  whose 
whole  support  has  boon  placed  m  your  hands  and  melted  away,  have  doubt- 
less reached  jou  :  take  care  that  they  ascend  no  higher.  Rouse,  therefore, 
strive  wlio  shall  do  most  for  his  country  ;  re-kindle  that  flame  of  patriotism 
which  at  the  mention  ot  disgrace  and  slavery  blazed  throughout  Amenca, 
and  animated  all  her  citizens.  Determme  to  finish  the  contest  as  you  began 
it,  honestly  and  gloriously.  Let  it  never  be  said  that  America  had  no  soon- 
er become  independent  than  she  became  insolvent, or  that  her  infant  gloriej 
and  growing  fame  were  obscured  and  tarnished  by  broken  contracts  and 
violated  faiSi,  in  the  very  hour  when  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  ad- 
miring  and  almost  adoring  the  splendor  of  her  rising. 
.  By  the  unanimous  order  of  Conmss,  JOHN  JAY,  Fre$idi»t' 
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Mr.  Jenifer,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Marykod,  attended,  aud  took 
his  seat  in  Congress. 

Ameaiunal  of  the  proprietors  of  a  tract  of  land  called  Indiana,  signed  on 
behalf  of  the  proprietors,  and  as  their  agent,  b^^  George  Mor^n,  wes  read» 
statiol;.  *^  that  on  the  Sd  day  of  November,  1768,  at  a  general  Congress  with 
the  Six  Nations  aod  other  Indians,  held  at  Fort-Stauwix,  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  ^£85,916  10  8,  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  damages  sus- 
tained bv  the  traders,  the  said  Six  United  and  Independent  Nations,  the 
true  and  absolute  owners  and  propriotors,  cliil  grant  a  tract  nf  land  called 
Indiana,  described  a«?  follows,  viz.  Ik'^i^imiiii;;  at  the  southerly  ^ifle  of  the 
mouth  of  Little  Keruiawa  creek,  where  it  eiuptie^  u-^ell"  iiito  the  river  Ohio, 
and  running  frcn  thence  south-east  to  the  l^iiurel-liili,  thence  along  the 
Laurel-Hill  uiU*.  it  strikes  the  river  Muuoii^ahala,  thence  down  the  sircam 
of  the  said  river  Monongahala,  according  to  the  several  courses  thereof,  to 
the  Boathern  boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  thence  westerlV 
along  the  course  of  the  said  province  boundarv  line,  as  far  as  the  same  shall 
extend,  and  from  thence  by  the  same  course  to  the  river  Ohio,  thence  down 
the  said  river  Ohio,  according  to  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  the  place  of 
beginning:  that  the  said  tract  of  land,  thus  obtained  for  so  valuable  a  con* 
sideration,  and  with  every  circumstance  of  notoriety  and  autlioi  ity  that  can 
give  validity  to  any  grant,  was  afterwards  (as  bewj;  iin  liuii'd  \vithin  tlie 
bounds  of  a  lar'-'^r  tract  of  land  calletl  V'andiilia,)  by  order  <d  the  kiu^  of 
Great-Britain  in  i-ouucil,  h-^tD'  e  the  declaraliua  ol  the  iiidepeiitleitcy  ol  liiese 
United  States,  separated  Irum  the  dominion  which,  in  right  of  the  crowa, 
Vicginia  claimed  over  it.  And  tiierefore  the  memorialists  are  advised,  that 
the  said  tract  of  country  cannot  remain  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Virgin 
Ida  or  any  particular  state,  but  of  the  whole  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled: mat  some  acts  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  directing  the  sale  of  the 
lands  in  question,  to  commence  in  October  next,  for  the  particular  benefit 
of  that  state,  seem  intended  to  prevent  and  defeat  the  interposition  of  Con-* 
gress,  and  tlierefore  praying  this  honourable  hn?jse  to  take  the  distressed  case 
of  the  menaorialists  into  speedy  consideration,  and  that  such  ordr  r  niav  be 
directed  as  may  be  thought  proper  to  .-^tay  Virginia  in  the  sale  <A  liw  hinds 
ill  question,  till  Viririnia,  as  well  a>  the  nieniiuiulisLa,  can  be  hr.iid  before 
this  huoourable  hou^e,  and  the  wliole  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  tract  ol  land 
called  Vandalla,  of  which  Indiana  is  a  part,  shall  be  ascertained  in  such  a 
nimier  aii  -ma^  tend  to  support  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  and  the 
jut  rights  of  individuals  therein." 

Also  a  memorial  of  William  Trent,  in  behalf  of  Thomas  Walpole  and  hit 
anociateSy  claiming  a  right  to  the  tract  of  land  called  Vandalia,  was  read. 

A  motion  was  nude  by  Mr.  Scudder,  seconded  Ijy  Mr.  Fell,  that  the  first 
memorial,  signed  by  Getji  a;e  Moraian,  be  referred  to  a  roniTnittee. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  bcudder, 


N.-Ha  mpn  hire,  Mr.  Langdon, 
Miwux'&iU-Bay,  Mi*.  Gerry, 

Holtcn, 


JHuHk-Mmd, 


I'utridg-c, 
Mr.  M  .rcli'uit, 

Cuilms, 
]fr*  Koot, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

JUewis, 
Mt.  Seiidder, 

Fell, 
Houston, 

^mnsjfhHtma,   Mr«  Sldppen, 

Atlee, 

Scurle, 


Muldenbei:g,  ayj 


Deiaioare, 
Murrjkmd^ 


in 


•gimu. 


y.-CujoUiiOy 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

M  freer. 
Mi",  Hunictt, 

Sharpc, 
Mr.  Kaiircna, 

Matthews, 


ayi 

T 


ay 
no 
no 
no 
no J 
no 
no 
no 
no 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirnative* 
MeBolved,  That  tbe  cMunitto  oouitt  tf  ftve. 

AVEDNESDAY,  September  15.  1779. 

^  A  letter,  of  thU  day,  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentkrj 
ot  France,  was  read,  desiring,  iu  Ute  cuurae  of  tbb  neek«  audience,  i&or- 
tler  that  he  may  take  bis  leave : 

Ruolfcedt  That  ¥Mkj  next  be  tsaigned  fiNr  grantuig  a  private  a»di«ine  1» 
ilie  hoiu  aieur  Gbrard,  suDiater  plmipotentiarj  of  France*  in  order  to  Ids  (ak* 
UIg  leave. 

Another  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  the  said  minister  plenipoteatiai^  ml 
read,  informing  that  he  has  conatituted  the  siear  lames  A\  ilson  adTocate- 
general  of  the  French  nation,  in  order  tliat  he  may  be  chaiiged  with.aUtbe 
causes  atul  matters  relative  to  navitj^ation  and  commerce." 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  col.  Uu  tier's  letter  of  the  2 1st  of  August,  which 
was  enclosed  in  ;;en,  \\  ashington's  letter  of  the  23d  of  the  said  moo th,  and 
referred  to  tbe  board  of  treasury,  be  transmitted  to  the  auditors  of  the  autia 
armj,  whe  are  directed  to  allow  him  S3 16  dollacft,  the  Mm  Motioned  iahis 
letter,  on  his  mahinir  oath  to  the  liicta  aet  forth  in  tbe  aame* 

Bmlvedt  That  all  applications  in  future  for  moneys  for  the  nap  of  the  dif- 
ferent departmenta  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  war,  be  made  te  the 
treasury  by  the  pay-master  of  the  said  board,  who  is  mstructed'to  have  them 
|>reviously  certihed  by  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  for  all  sums  granted  lA 
coaaequeuce  of.sucb  applicatioos  tbe  said  pay -master  be  acoouAtalue. 

THURSDAY,  September  16.  1779. 

'A  memorial  from  capt.  William  Macplierson  was  read  ;  W  hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  of  major  in  tbe  army  of  the  United  States  be  graot- 
ed  to.  WUliam  Macpherson,  and  that,  while  in  actual  service,  he  ceceive  (ha 
pay  and  subsiatettce  of  a  major. 

Qritndt  That  major  Macphcrson  repair  to  the  eoiithern  army,  aad  re- 
ottve  thf  orders  of  major-general  Lincoiny  or  the  comnin«tiiig  oflmr  ia  tfu^ 
department  for  the  time  being. 

The  committee,  consistinj^  of  Mr.  Muhlenberjr,  Mr.  Marchaat,  and  Mr. 
{?mitli,  to  whom  a  memorial  ti  tmi  rol.  IviiubUuch  was  referred,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  iberenpon  CoAgress  caui^ 
to  tlie  foUowin;];  resolutions  : 

Unsolved,  That  although  col.  Knoblauch  brou;;ht  with  him  very  respecU- 
ble  recommendations  to  a  member  of  Coofress,  and  to  gen*  WaalungtM},]^ 
it  ia  inconsistent  with  the  arrangement  of  the  army  to  employ  him  ngrcaofe 
tn  his  wishes.  > 

Resolved^  That  Congress  entertain  a  prepei:  seoee  of  col.  Knoblauch's  leal 
for  the  cause  of  America,  and  that  the  sum  of  10,000  duilacs  4ie  paid  to  cul. 
Kntiblauchy  in  order  to  defray  bia  expenses  to  Etti)^,  and  4hoie  iAcarrw- 
during  his  residence  in  America. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  order  of  the  26tli  of  August,  in  favor  of  colonel  Kqo5' 
lauch,  be  canceHed. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  rLlf  rred  tbe  letter  from  nuyor  Widdcr- 
sheime,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whei  eupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  Widdersheime  be  informed,  that,  thoush  Congrefll 
entertain  a  proper  sense  of  hi&  offer  to  enter  into  the  service  ef  tnescr  stated) 
yet  it  is  impracticable  to  employ  him  in  the  line  of  the  army,  consistent  arita 
'  the  amuigement  thereof.  .  , 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  rearf. 
informing  that  John  Bayntoa  has  resigned  the  offiiof  nf  pay<4Bas|sr  Imc  tu« 


Digitized  by  Gc 


JOUENALS  OP  CaNGB£SS»  1779^  m 

•  ■-  .  '  , 

western  district,  and  that  ii  ia  iiee«tillj  aDotfaer  perMMi  bcapp^fildl  tQtaiic- 

ceed  him ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  proceeded  to  m  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  John  Bore- 
man  was  elected  deputy  pay-nia»ter  for  the  western  district^  la  the  room  of, 
Mr*  John  Bajntoa*  reaigueiL  ,         •  > 

FRIDAY,  Sejamher  1 7, 1779.  - 

Undhed,  That  two  membera  be  appointed  to  mtroduee  the  mimter  Hor^ 
private  atidience :  the  membeca  choaeD,  Mr.  Laurena  and  Mr;  Janiftr;  v ' 

The  miniater  being  introduced,  took  hia  leave  in  a  speech,  of  whidh  the 
following  is  a  translation  :  "  ^ 

**  Gentlemen:  The  king  my  master,  having  been  pleased  to  att(  rid  to  the 
representations  which  my  ill  state  of  health  Dbli'^od  inc  to  make  to  him,  his 
majesty  has  granted  me  leave  to  return.  At  the  sametiiiio  he  \vas  taken  care 
fosend  a  new  mi'^^ter  ])letupotentiary  to  America,  that  there  may  be  no  in- 
terruption in  his  cU'c  to  cultivate  a  mutual  frieiRlship.  I  nui-^t  leave  it  to 
the  abilities  oi  Muu 8.  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  explain  to  you  his  nia- 
jeaiy'aaentinients,  and  confine  myself,  at  this  time,  in  testifying  to  you,  gen* 
tlemen,  the  'aatisfaction  I  shall  have  in  rendering  bim  an  account  ot  the  oe- 
carfcaeea  which  I  have  been  witneaa  of  for  more  than  a  year  during  my  re- 
sidence with  yott/  Hia  majesty  will  thereby  perceive  the  sentiasenta  with 
which  jreiir  councils  are  animated  -and  governed,  your  wiadom,  your  firm- 
ness, your  attachment  to  the  alliance,  and  your  /.cal  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
common  cause  an*^  th»*  two  nations  respectively.  He  will  see  with  pleasure 
that  that  inestimable  union,  which  e<insf itute-  the  principal  force  and  weight 
of  the  confederacy,  reigns  alnun^•  the  United  Slates;  tliat  the  citi/ens  arc  so 
litrlroui  being  wanlini^  in  zeal  and  spirit  to  rej)el  incursions  which  can  have 
■0  other  object  thaii  u  baibarous  devastation,  that  there  is  not  an  Aiaciican 
wholaiiotMiiaibte  of  the  necessitj  of  concurring  to  humble  still  further  and 
weaken  tiie  common  enem^,  by  efforts  proportionate  to  thd  imfwrtaflear^. 
happily  terminating  a  glorious  revolution,  and  of  securing,  as  speedily^aa 
posaible,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  by  a  solid  and  honorable  peaces 
the  inestimable  advantages  of  liberty  and  independence,  which  is  the  essei^ 
tial  and  fundamental  object  of  the  alliance  and  of  the  war  kindled  add  ren- 
dered necessary  bv  Knirland. 

It  only  remain  or  me,  gentlemen,  to  oiler  you  as  a  body  and  as  indivi* 
duals,  the  tribute  of  my  thanks  (or  the  marks  of  confidence  and  esteem,  and 
also  of  attention  which  1  have  received  from  you;  I  have  always  en<iea>our- 
ad  to  deserve  them  by  the  most  sincere  and  zealous  attachiueut  to  ihe  inte- 
leata  and  d%nitv  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  principlea  aatd 
■entimeiita  reaoftln^  IVom  the  alliance.  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  Ml  Ibr 
every  thing  that  could  have  any  relation  to  that  object,  and  that  could  firtiier 
cement  the  eonnexions,  whether  |»olitical  or  personal,  between  the  two  na« 
tions.  The  most  flattering  recompence  of  all  mj  laboura  woald  be  the  teati- 
meny  of  your  sat i  fa c t i o n . " 

To  which  the  Pre&ideut,  in  behalf  of  Congress,  returned  the  following  an* 

awer : 

"Sir:  We  receive  with  \mivU  c(wicern  tlie  intimation  you  have  given  us, 
that  the  bad  state  of  your  health  ubligca  yuu  lu  leave  America;  though  at 
the  same  time  we  are  sensible  of  the  continued  friendly  care  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty  in  sending  a  new  minister  plenipotentiuir  to  tl^ae  statea. 

Great  as  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  with  you,  yet  it  adorda  ua  pleaanrt 
to  think  how  well-disposed  you  are  to  improve  the  favourable  opportnnitiea 
you  win  have  on  your  return  to  France, of  evincing  to  his  majesty  the  reality 
of  those  sentiments  on  our  part,  which  may  juatly  be  termed  the  animating 
principles  of  the  United  States. 
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-  By  such  representations  the  king  will  be  assured,  that  the  citizens  of  these 
Utates  observe,  witli  the  most  lively  satisfaction,  the  repeated  instances  of 
has  amitj  for  them;  that  thej  regard  the  alliance  as  au  ioestiraable  coanex- 
lam,  eimared  to  tbem  by  the  puritj  of  the  motives  on  which  it  was  foaiMM, 
the  advaniom  derWed  from  it,  and  the  blessings  it  promiiea  to  botk-^im* 
tWns ;  that  their  resolution  of  secoring  its  esMiitial  objects,  libertj  and  ift- 
dependence,  is  analterable  $  that  they  are  determined  bj.all  the  exertions 
in  their  power  to  advance  the  common  cause,  and  to  demonstrate  thai  sriltle 
they  are  attentive  to  their  own  interests,  thej  as  ardentlj  desire  to  approve 
themselves  not  only  faithful  but  affectionate  allies* 

Bj  a  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Congress,  you  are  enabled  to 
Ibrm  a  competent  judgment  of  the  diftcuities  we  have^hadlo  encounter  as 
well  as  of  our  efforts  to  remove  them* 

Sir,  we  should  be  deficient  in  the  respect  due  to  distinguished  merit,  if  we 
should  fail  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  testifying  the  high  esteem  which 
yitu  have  obtained  throughout  this  country  by  your  public  an<l  private  con- 
duct. Yuu  have  happily  combined  a  vigilant  devotion  for  tlie  dignity  and 
interest  of  our  most  excellent  and  illustrious  ally,  With  a  zealous  attaok^ 
inent  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  these  states. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability  aiirl  <li!igence  in  discharging  the  eminent 
trust  reposed  in  you,  have  secured  our  entire  confidence,  and  now  suiicit 
from  us  the  strongest  declaration^^  of  our  satisfaction  in  your  behaviour. 

That  yxm  ma.y  be  blessed  with  a  favourable  voyage,  the  approbation  of 
your  sovereign,  the  perfect  recovery  of  your  health,  and  all  happinebS,  is 
among  the  warmest  wishes  of  every  member  of  this  body.**  * 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  ndBunl 
Arfantimoty  dated  at  New- York,  the  SOth  of  August,  1779,  report, 

Tbat  on  an  enquiry  the^r  find  there  b  a  person  of  the  name  of  WtlllMBk 
new  In  the  prison  of  this  cit^,  who  was  taken  a  pilot  of  the  aloop  Hothmn ; 
that  there  is  also  in  the  said  prison  a  person  of  the  name  of>  P^pley :  that 
those  persons,  as  well  as  other  prisoners  in  general,  are  in  comfortabit 
fooms,  provided  with  good  provisions,  and  indo^^  with  the  liberty  of  the 
ylupd  at  certain  hours  every  day,  and  are  not  ^in  close  and  cruel  confine- 
ment," as  is  suggested  in  the  admiral's  letters 

Resolved,  That  the  President  return  an  answer  to  admiral  ArbuthiMifs 
4^ter,  and  enclose  him  a  oopj  of  the  foregoing  report. 
■  The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  Au- 
gust, from  governor  Livingston,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr«  Musco  Living* 
aton,  report, 

"That  it  is  not  eligible  to  employ  Mr.  Musco  Lvvlno:«^ton  in  the  way  he 
proposed,  and  recommend  that  his  letter  and  certihcate  be  returned  to  go- 
vernor Livinpton :"  ^  • 

BeMlved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Resolved^  That  in  consideration  of' the  distinguished  merit  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Talbot,  a  commission  of  captain  in  the  navy  of  tiie  Lniied  iSiates 
be  given  him,  but  that  his  pay  and  rations  as  lieutenant-colonel  cease  while 
actuall;^  employed  in  the  navy ;  and  that  the  nmrine  committee  be  directed 
to  jprofide  a  proper  Vessel  for  htm  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  committee  on  the  tneasurr  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpon, 
.    BuoihA  That  5>00(m80  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
Stateii,  /ind  under  the  direction  of  the  beard  of  treasury,  in  bills'of  credit  of 
the  following  denominations,  viz* 


27,028  bills  of  80  doUatS,  2,162,240 

•27,028   do.     70  1,891,960 

27,028    do.     20  540,560 

27,028   do.       5         ^  135,140 

27,028-  do.      4  108,112 


ft 


27,028  bills  of  3  dollars,  8I,0iU 
27,02$  do.  ,S  54,056 
27,(lSa  do.      a  X  Sr,Q38 

5,000,180 
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That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  tfie  same  tenor  and  date 
as  tliose  emitted  the  I7th  day  of  July  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the  last 
nutttber  in  each  respective  (denomination  progressively. 

Resolvfd,  That  a  farther  sura  of  10,000,080  dollars,  be  emitted  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  in 
bills  of  credit,  of  tiie  tullowing  denominations,  viz. 

26,316  bills  of  65  dollars,  1,710,540 
26,316    a<K  60  1,578,960 


26^16 
26,316 
26,316 


do. 
do. 
do. 


55 

50 
45 


1,447,380 
1,315,800 
1,184^20 


26,316billB  of  40  dollars, 
26,316  do.  35 
2«^16  do.  SO 


1,052,640 
921,060 
789,480 


That  the  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  at 
The  emisstons  directed  on  the  14th  of  Jannarj  last,  and  be  Qumbered  from 
the  last  number  in  everj  denominatien  progressively. 

Qrd&redt  That  the  committee  of  commerce  forthwith  report  a  proper  al- 
lowance for  the  commercial  and  other  continental  agents  in  these  United 
States,  and  that  the  marine  committee  and  committee  of  commerce  direct 
their  respective  agents  forthwith  to  render  their  accouuts  in  order  for  set- 
tletiient. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  refer  red  the  letter  of  the 
8th,  from  the  board  of  war,  brought  in  a  repoi  t  ;  Whereupon, 

Rp^olved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  jubt  sense  of  the  exertions  of  the 
bi)aril  of  war,  in  superintendiii*^  and  directing  the  necessary  purchases  of 
clothing  for  the  arn^y,  and  of  tlieir  constant  attention  to  that  important  busi- 
ness, and  that  it  is  necessary  the  board  should,  for  the  present  campaign, 
and  until  sixne  more  expedient  arrangement  can  be  adopted,  provide  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  and  upon  the  beat  terns  they  are  able,  the  ne- 
cessa  ry  su ppltes  of  cloth i  ng  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  committees  of 
OnmilMrUnd  county,  together  with  instructions  from  the  senate  and  assem* 
bljr  of  the  state  of  New- York  to  their  delegates  in  Cong  resa»  and  other  papers 
acoompifnying  the  same,  brought  in-a  report. 

MONDAY,  Septembar  20,  1779. 

.  Tlie  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Rolten, 
Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Fitzhegb,.  appointed  to  correspond  with  nuyor-general 
T^incoln,  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Tth  from  general  Wash- 
ington, brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  to  detach  the  North -Carolina 
troops,  now  at  or  near  West-Point,  to  join  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
major-^er]  eral  Lii^col  n  in  South -Carol  ma,  and  that  the  pleasure  of  C<mgress 
be  signified  thei  eun  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  second  paragraph  being  amended,  a  division  was  caUed  for;  and  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  iSliai-jie, 


N.  Hampshire,  Mr  Peabody 
Mass'sttS'Jiaif,  Mr.  Geny, 


RfuHle-hfaridf 
Cotmeeticui,' 


Patridge^ 

M'-.  Collins, 
Mi\  liiiMtuigton, 

lioot, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 


S.  Carolina, 


Mr.  Carmichael, 

Forbes, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  GrifHn, 

Mercer, 

Fitzhugh, 
Mr.  HametU 

Hogfaea, 

Sharp  e, 
Mr.  Lft'ircns, 

AUtthew^ 


So  it  wa|8  reaolred  in  the  affirmative 


I 
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That  three^of  the  contiiH-ntnl  fri^rnh's  or  ^liips  of  war,  now  m  the  port  of 
Boston,  or  elsewhen*  in  the  eastern  states,  be  ordered  to  repair  to  South- 
Carolina,  Avith  all  possible  expedition,  after  having  received  on  board  at 
such  place  as  the  marine  cointnittee  shall  appoint,  as  man j  of  the  North- 
Carolina  troops,  with  stores  and  baj^gage,  a:i  the  said  frigates  or  ships  of 
war  can  safely  accommodate,  and  taking  nnder  ^ir  protection  one  or  more 
transport  or  transports,  if  necessarj  to  be  employed  tor  condncting^  such  of 
the  said  troops  and  necessary  stores  for  the  vofvage,  as  the  three  frigates  or 
ships  of  war  cannot  conveniently  receive  or  take  on  board.' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  latter  clause,  from  the  word  ^xpeditiont" 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqaired  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


N.-Ha/np»hiref  Mr.  Peabody, 
MaB8'$tt$-Bay,  Mr.  Lovcll, 

Holten, 


Connecticut, 
J^ewTurkt 


Mr.  Ko«^ 

Mr.  Jay, 
Lcwia, 

Ifrt  AnnftTOQfl^ 
A«ee,  ' 
^fuhlenberg', 

JMiTt  Uacmichacl, 

Jeoner, 


Vhrgima, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 

Fitzhngh, 
Mr.  Hametty 

Hewes, 

Sharjie, 
Mr.  Lturani, 

MallhftWi^ 


ay 


no 
ay 

»y 
•y 

ay  7 

ayUy 
noj 


So  it  was  reaolTed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  immediately  to  take 
order  for  hiring  such  transports  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  and  for  despatch- 
ingthe  said  frigates  or  ships  of  war  with  their  convoy  without  delay : 

That  the  conimancler  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  the  North-Carolina 
troops  to  proceed  to  such  place  or  places  aa  the  niarme  couimittee  shall 
advise  : 

That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  give  orders  to  the  commaDding 
officer  of  the  frigates  ur  sliip:^  ot  war  tfoiug  to  South-Carolina,  to  confer  ana 
co-operate  with  maior-general  Lincoln,  or  the  commaudiiig  offi.cer  for  the 
time  being,  till  further  orders  from  the  marine  committee ; 

That  the  said  comnmndins  officer  be  directed  to  confer  on  all  naval  ope- 
rations with  the  governor  and  executive  council  of  the  state  of  South-Caro- 
lina, and  that  it  recommended  to  the  said  state  to  aiford  everj  practicable 
and  necessary  aid  and  assistance  for  promoting  and  effectuating  such  par- 
poses. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  set  of  resolutions  on  the  report^  the 

yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


JV.-Mampshire,  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  ^ay 
Mmf^-£ay,  Mr.  Gerry,  no  i 

'  Holten,  ay>  no 

Patridg-c,         no ) 
JRhode-hlwid,   Mr.  Collins,  ay  Say 

CwtneeHcul,     Mr.  Root,  ay  ^ay 

NtiB'Ymlt,      Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 

Pemuyhmua,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenbeig', 


ay 

ay  >i 

ay  7 

ay  \  ay 

»y3 


Fifpma, 


Mr.  Carmichael, 

Forbes, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Mercer, 

FitzlHlgh, 
Mr.  Hamet^ 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  LAuren% 

Matthews 


-ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  from,  Cuniber' 
land,  die.  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  22,  1779. 
The  committee  of  commerce  having  informed  Congress  that  a  pri:^*  cap 
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tured  by  a  continental  ship  of  war,  is  carried  into  Boston,  on  board  ot  which 
is  a  quantity  of  wine, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  give  orders  for 
procuring  a  division  of  the  said  wine  ;  and  that  tlie  part  thereof  belonging  to 
the  continent  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY,  September  24,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  on  the  first  day  of  June  last.  Congress,  by  a  certain  resolution, 
reciting  that  whereas  divers  applications  had  been  made  to  Congress  on  the 
part  of  the  state  of  New -York,  and  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  relative 
to  disturbances  and  animosities  among  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,"  praying  their  interference  for 
quieting  thereof,  did  resolve  •*  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
New-Hampshire  Grants,  and  enquire  into  the  reasons  why  they  refuse  to 
continue  citizens  of  the  respective  states  which  heretofore  exercised  jurisdic-  - 
tion  over  the  said  district;  for  that,  as  Congress  are  in  duty  bound,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  preserve  inviolate  the  rights  of  the  several  states,  so,  on  the 
other,  they  will  always  be  careful  to  provide  that  the  justice  due  to  the  states 
does  not  interfere  with  the  justice  which  may  be  due  to  individuals :  that  the 
said  committee  confer  with  the  said  inhabitants,  and  that  they  take  every 
prudent  measure  to  promote  an  amicable  settlement  of  all  differences,  and 
prevent  divisions  and  animosities  so  prejudicial  to  the  United  States and 
did  farther  resolve,  "  that  the  farther  consideration  of  this  subject  be  post- 
poned until  the  said  committee  shall  have  made  report."  - 

And  whereas  it  so  happened  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  the  afore-mentioned  resolution,  did  not  meet  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, and  therefore  have  never  executed  the  business  committed  to  them,  or 
made  a  regular  report  thereupon  to  Congress  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged. 

And  whereas  the  animosities  aforesaid  have  lately  proceeded  feo  far,  and 
risen  so  high  as  to  endanger  the  internal  peace  of  the  United  States,  which 
renders  it  indispensably  necessary  for  Congress  to  interpose  for  the  restora- 
tion of  quiet  and  good  order. 

And  whereas  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  union  of  the  United  States  of 
America  is  the  mutual  protection  and  security  of  their  respective  rights  ;  and 
whereas  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  said  union,  that  all  causes  of  jea- 
lousy and  discontent  between  the  said  states  should  be  removed  ;  and  there- 
fore that  their  several  boundaries  and  jurisdictions  be  ascertained  and  set- 
tled :  and  wliereas  disputes  at  present  subsist  between  the  states  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- York,  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
people  of  a  district  of  country  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  the 
other,  which  people  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the  said  states  over  the 
said  district,  and  each  of  the  said  states  claim  the  said  district  against  each 
other  as  well  as  against  the  said  people,  as  appertaining  in  the  whole  or  in 
part  to  them  respectively  : 

Resolved,  unanimouslrj.  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  New- 
York,  forthwith  to  pass  laws  expressly  authorizing  Congress  to  hear  and  de- 
termine all  differences  between  them  relative  to  their  respective  boundaries, 
*n  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  so  that  Congress  may 
proceed  thereon  by  the  first  day  of  February  next  at  the  farthest :  and  fur- 
*^er,  that  the  said  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- 
York,  do,  by  express  laws  for  the  purpose,  refer  to  the  decision  of  Congress 
all  difiereDces  or  disputes  relative  to  jurisdiction,  which  they  may  respective- 


\j  have  with  the  people  of  the  district  afoi-esaidt  so  that  Gengrew  may  pro- 
ceed thereon  on  the  first  daj  of  February  nextyand  also  to  authorae  Congress 
to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all  cfispntai  snbaisting  between  the  gran* 

tees  of  the  several  states  aforesaid,  with  one  another  or  with  either  of  the 
saifl  states,  respecting  title  to  land^  'y'^^g  in  the  said  district,  to  be  heard 
and  iJetei  inined  in  the  mode  prescnbeii  lor  such  cases  bvthe  articles  ut  cfm- 
federation  aforesaid  :  and  further,  to  provide  that  no  advanta<^e  be  taken  of 
the  non-performance  of  the  conditiuuis  of  any  of  the  (^rauts  of  llie  said  laadSj 
but  that  further  reasonable  tiipe  be  allowed  for  fulfilling  such  conditions. 

Resolved,  unanimtmslif.  That  Congress  will»  and  hereby  do,  pledge  their 
faith  to  carry  into  esecution  and  support  their  decisions  and  determinatioiis 
in  tfie  premises,  in  favour  of  whichsoever  of  jthe  pardes  the  same  may  be«  to 
the  ena,  that  permanent  concord  and  harmony  may  be  established  betweoa 
them,  and  all  cause  of  uneasiness  removed. 

J^psnfvedy  unanhiioftshj.  That  Congress  will,  on  the  said  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  procerd,  witliout  delay,  to  hear  and  e^amiue  into  tlie  disputes 
and  differences  relative  to  jurisdiction  aforesaid,  between  the  said  three 
states  respectively,  or  such  (  t  them  as  shall  pass  the  laws  before-mentioned 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  afoiesaid  who  claim  to  be  a 
separate  jurisdiction  on  the  other;  and»  after  a  full  and  fair  hearing,  will 
decide  and  determine  the  tame  according  to  equity ;  and  that  neither  of  the 
said  states  shall  vote  on  any  (question  relative  to  the  decision  therooC  And 
Congress  do  hereby  pledge  their  faith  to  execute  and  support  their  decisions 
and  determinations  in  the  premises. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  confederacy,  that 
all  intestine  dissentions  be  carefully  avoided,  and  domestic  peace' and  geod 
order  maintained  : 

Reftnlved,  uuiuiunonsly,  Tlint  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  tlie  district 
aforesaid,  who  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  all  the  ai'ore-named  states,  to 
abstain  in  the  mean  time  from  exercisting  any  power  over  any  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  district  who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of,  or  to  ot^  c 
atlegianee  to,  any  or  either  of  the  said  states :  bnt  that  none  of  the  towns, 
either  on  the  east  or  west  side  of  Connecticut  river^  be  considered  as  includ* 
ed  within  the  said  district,  but  such  as  have  heretofore  actually  joined  in 
denying  the  iurisdiction  of  either  of  the  said  states,  and  have  assumed  a  se- 
parate jurisdiction  which  they  call  the  state  of  Vermont.  And  further,  that 
in  the  npitnon  of  Conj^ress,  the  said  three  states  afore-named  ought,  in  the 
mean  luiie,  to  suspend  executing  their  laws  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  district, except  such  of  them  as  shall  profess  allegiance  to,  and  confess 
the  jurisdiction  oi,  the  same  respectively.  And  further,  that  Congress  will 
consider  any  violences  committee  against  the  tenor,  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  resolation  as  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  confederacy,  which  they 
are  determined  to  keep  and  maintain.  And  to  the  end,  that  alt  such  violences 
and  breaches  of  the  public  peace  may  be  the  better  avoided  in  the  said  dis* 
trict,  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  there<»f,  to  cultivate 
harmony  and  concord  among  themselves,  to  forbear  vexing  each  other  at  law 
or  otherwise,  and  to  give  as  little  occasion  as  possible  to  the  iaterposidoa  of 
magistrates. 

kesoivtd,  unanimoushj.  That  in  the  opiniun  of  Congress,  no  unappropriated 
lands  or  estates  which  are  ur  maybe  adjudged  forfeited  or  con  fiscated,  lying 
in  the  said  district,  ought,  until  the  final  decision  of  Congress  in  the  preiakses, 
to  be  granted  or  sold. 

Or&red,  That  copies  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be  sent  by  express  to 
the  states  of  New- York,  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts -Bay,  and  to 
the  people  of  the  district  aforesaid,  and  that  they  be  respectively  desired  to 
lose  no  time  in  appointing  their  a^nt  or  Agents  and  otherwise  preparing  for 
the  hearings  aforesaid* 
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The  sforcuid  resofations  being  read  over,  and  a  queatioa  taken  to 

tiie  whole, 

.  i?aoioed,  imaliiinouslj  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  resumeii  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Atler,  Mr. Dickinson,  to  whom  were  referred  a  let- 
ter of  the  £3d  of  An<^ust  trom  general  WiUihmgtoa,  and  the  papers  therein 
enclosed;  Whereu|)on, 

iBeso/rerf,  That  the  Lhaiiks  ofCoii^ress  be  given  to  his  excellency  general 
Washington,  for  ordering,  w  iili  so  much  wisdom,  the  late  attack  on  the  eue- 
mj'k  fort  and  worka  at  Powles-Hook. 

Boohed,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  major-general  lord 
Stirling,  for  the  judicious  measures  taken  bj  him  to  forward  the  enterprtze 
and  to  secure  the  retreat  of  tlie  party. 

Resolvedt  That  the  tliauks  of  Congress  be  eiven  to  major  Lee^for  the  re- 
markable prudence,  address  and  bravery  displayed  by  him  on  the  occasion  : 
and  that  they  approve  the  hmiiaiiity  shrwn  in  circumstances  proitiptliii^  to 
severity,  as  honourable  to  the  anii^  ol  tlie  United  StiUes,  aud  corr&spoudeut 
to  the  noble  princij>les  on  uliich  ihvy  wera  assumed. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entei  Ulii  a  high  sense  of  the  discipline,  forti- 
tude and  spirit  manifested  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  the  command 
of  major  Lee,  in  the  march,  action  and  retreat;  and  while  with  singular  sa- 
tiBfiustion  they  acknowledge  the  merit  of  these  gallant  men,  they  feel  an 
additional  pleasure  by  considering  them  as  part  ot  an  army,  in  which  veiy 
many  brave  officers  and  soldiers  have  proved,  by  their  cheerful  performance 
of  every  daty.  under  every  difficulty,  thai  they  ardently  wish  to  give  the 
truly  glorious  examples  they  now  receive. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  justly  esteem  the  military  caution  so  htippily 
combined  with  daring  activity  by  lieutenants  M*Ciiliister  aud  Rudoiphi  in 
leading  on  the  forlorn  hope. 

Resolved,  That  a  medal  of  gold,  emblematical  of  this  affiiir,  be  struck, 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  presented  to  major  Lee. 

Beaolved,  That  the  brevet  and  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  captain,  be  given 
to  lieutenadt  M'Callister  and  to  lieutenant  Rudolph  respectively. 

A  motion  having  been  made,  that  the  sum  of  100  dollars  for  every  pri- 
souerbe  put  into  the  hands  of  major  Lee,  to  be  by  him  distributed  among 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  detachment,  in  such  .man- 
nerasthe  commander  in  chief  slmll  direct: 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Jay, 


^''ffampshire,  Mr.  PLabody, 
Ma9ia*sttS'£at/,  Mi-  Holten, 

Pfttridge, 


Jihode-Itland, 


Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Huntiugton, 
Root, 

•Mf».F«fJb,      Mr.  Jay, 

^ew-JfTfffy,      Mr.  Houston, 
feumijiuama,    Mr.  AnnsU'ong, 

Stuppen, 
Muliknbei*g, 
Iklaware,        Mr.  Dickinson, 


av  y.iy 

no  yno 
y  no 


Vif^ginia, 

no  ~ 
no 

ay  S 

no  y 

no  Vno 

no  J 


Maryland^ 


S,'CQroUna, 


Mr.  Carmichael, 
Forbes, 
Jenifer,  x 

Mr.  Sniith, 

Fleming, 
Mercer, 

Fit/hii^h, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewcs, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  I.:r.i;<  ris, 
MuttUews, 


no 


a)  ^ay 

So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atlf'p,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  the  s^uui  of  15,000  dollars  put  into  the  hands  of  ma- 
jor Lee,  to  be  by  liiiu  distributed  among  the  ti(Ui  comiuLSNloned  ofiicers  and 
soldiers  of  tlie  detachment  he  commanded  at  ihe  attack  aud  surprise  of 
Powles-Hook.  in  such  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct. 

A  letter  of  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  was  read,  praying,  as  circumstances 
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preveuted  bis  making  use  of  the  leave  of  absence  wbich  Congress  were 
pleased  to  grant  bim  in  December  last*  tbattbe  same  be  now  renewed: 
Wbereupon» 

J?e8o(vei2,  That  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  have  leave  of  abseoce  fbr  six  j 
months,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  America. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  sccondcJ  by  Mr.  Furbes, 

J^p<>(ilvp^,  That  tlip  pav  and  subsistence  of  captains  he  allowod  to  lieu- 
tenants Gibbtrns  and;K.nox,  the  officers  who  led  on  tbe  forlorn  hope  in  the  late 
attack  on  Stoiiev  -Point,  and  also  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  bearer  of  the  general's 
letter  and  volunteer  aid,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  their  respective 
commi^biuns  of  brevets,  voted  by  Congress  the  26th  day  of  July  last. 

SATURDAY,  September  25,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr. Matthews,  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton, to  whom  was  referred  intelligence  communicated  by  the  honorable  Mr. 
Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolvedf  That  the  president  return  Mr.  Gerard  the  following  answer  : 
Sir,  Congress  feel  themselves  obliged  by  your  communication  of  the  Tt!* 
instant,  and  are  happy  that  Mr.  Gerard  will  be  able  to  contradict,  from  the 
fallest  evidence^  every  insinuatioa  which  may  be  made  prejudicial  to  the 
faith  and  honor  of  the  United  States. 

MONDAY,  Si>pfrmhp}"2r,  1779. 

Resolved^  That  a  memliL  r  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  (ju^ii  t*'r-mast<M  and  commit?  try  ^;eneral'M  departments,  and  that 
another  be  elected  in  the  luuiit  of  Mr.  VV  hipplej  who  is  absent:  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Jenifer,  and  Mr.  Mercer.  i 

Mesolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  war,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Spencer,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Root.  . 

A  letter,  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read,  desirine 
that  he  may  be  indulged  with  a  furlough  to  revisit  his  native  country ;  and 
accompanied  with  a  letter  of  the  £dd,  in  his  favor,  froiA  general  M^isliing- 
ton,  under  a  flying  seal,  directed  to  the  president  of  Congress  ; 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  have  leave  of  absence  for  nine 
months  to  commence  from  the  time  ol  liis  departure  from  America.  ' 

Ordered^  On  the  request  of  lieuteuant-cohmel  Fleury,  that  the  letter  from  i 
general  Washington  in  his  favor  be  delivered  to  him.  ,  ' 

TUESDAY,  September  28,  1779. 

Congress  having  appointed  the  honorable  John  Jay,  esq.  their  minister  pleh- 
tpolentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  be- 
tween the  T'^nited  vStates  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  he  hav- 
ing siornitied  his  acceptance  of  tluit  oilier,  and,  thereupon,  resigned  tliechair, 

Reaolved^  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  president  : 

Congress  accordingly  proceeded  to  an  election  ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  counted,  tlie  honorable  Samuel  Huntington,  esq.  was  elected. 

The  Committee  on  the  treasury  having  reported,  that  by  a  letter  of  thia 
day's  date  from  the  board  of  war,  they  are  informed  that  major-general 
Philips  and  sundry  other  officers  of  tiie  convention  troops,  with  ,th«ir  fiimi- 
lies,  are  on  their  way  to  New -York: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  improper,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
our  affairs,  to  permit  any  of  the  officers  or  persons  aforesaid  to  go  into  New- 
York  ;  and  the  board  ot'  war  are  hereby  directed  to  detain  tliem  until  the 
further  order  of  Cougress. 

Ordevr  d,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  conf- 
mauder  in  chief. 

Ordgredt  'KhAi  Mr.  Smitlihave  leave  of  abbeiice. 
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Ordered,  That  Mn  Fteming  litTe  leavo'of  absence. 

Meiolved,  That  three  memMcsbe  elected  to  the  marine 'cotnmittee,  in 
room  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Hnntiogtoii,  and  Mr.  Fleming  :  the  members 
choaen*  M r.  Lan^on,  for  New*Hampshire ;  Mr.  Root,  for  Connecticttt  ;Mr. 
Mercer,  for  Virguiia. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  29, 1779. 

Mr.  Bberman,  one  of  the  delegates  for  Connecticut,  aiteuded,  and  took 
his  seat; 

A  letter»  of  this  daj«  fn>m  Gideon  Olmstead,  was  read :  -  * 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Gideon 
Olmstead,  and  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  relatiye  to  carrying  into  execution  the  decree  of  the 

court  of  appeals  concerning  the  sloop  Active  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr* 
Root,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  I.nurc  ns. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  ot  the  above  resolution  be  li  aiiamitted  to  the  speaker 
of  the  general  asseiublv  of  the  state  of  FeTiiHvl vaiiia  :  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  procure  acuuiniiliee  ol  tliat  house  to  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
llie  above  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report : 
.  Whereas  on  the  SSd  day  of  August  last,  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia represented  to  Congress,  that  application  was  made  to  the  said  delegates 
by  the  board  of  trade  in  that  state,  to  procure,  on  account  of  the  state,  a 
sum  of  continental  money,  to  bo  ]>n'\d  Into  tlic  hands  of  JohnMoss»  esq.  agent 
forthe  said  state  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
supplies  of  clothing;;  and  other  neco«?«aries  for  the  finmediatc  u^e  ofthe  troops 
of  tdat  state  in  the  coniiiuiiUil  army  ;  and  ihat  it  was  proposed  by  tlic  said 
board  ot  trade,  to  repay  the  money  by  answei  11112;  t'iebiU»  ot  orilers  olthe  trea- 
sury, for  the  aiuount  i»t  the  sum  bon  uvved  payable  in  iUe  said  state,  or  other- 
tirise  as  Congress  n\ay  direct :  aiid  w  hereas  a  wai  iaiU  was  accordiu^ly  issued 
by  Congress  on  tiie  continental  treasurer,  in  favor  ofthe  said  John  Moss, 
ncK  for  400,000  dollars,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

Oniere^s  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  board  of  trade  of  Virginia,  in  favor 
of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  commissary-general  of  purchases,  to  be  paid  to 
the  order  of  his  assistants,  Chaloner  &  White,  for  400,000  dollars,  to  re- 
imburse a  like  sum  lent  to  ti)e  said  state  as  afores^aid ;  the  said  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth  to  be  accountable. 

Rpmlvedf  That  the  daily  pay  ot  Robert  Paitoii.  ine->t'ni;cr,  and  William 
Hurrie,  door-keeper  of  Congresst,  be  increased  to  v\\:[\\\  dullais,  from  the  1st 
of  May  last,  and  that  in  future  they  be  uliowed  ten  dollars  per  day,  until  the 
further  order  of  Congress. 

Cong;re8S  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  person  io  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  several  commissioners,  commercial  agents  and  otiiers  in  Europe,  en- 
trusted with  the  public  money  of  these  United  States;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson  was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated 
by  Mr.  Jenifer. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  to  whom  was  relt;rred  a  letter  of 
the  27th  from  the  board  of  war  with  the  letters  enclosed,  brought  in  a  re- 
|H)rt;  Whereupon, 

J?^Soif ed.  That  ropiesof  fheb  lier-,  betdi e-nieiilioned,  be  lorthwitii  trans- 
nutted  to  the  govti  iior  \  ir^';itiia,  and  that  it  be  recomineiided  to  ibe  exe- 
cutive authority  of  that  htate,  to  superintend  ibe  ftiationing  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  convention  troops,  in  case  any  invasion  shall  be  made  on  that 
state^  and  that  the  said  executive  authority  do,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
may  require,  advise  the  board  of  war  of  their  proceedings  in  that  business. 
Vol,  III.  47 
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THURSDAY.  September,  30, 1779. 

The  committee  on  the  departments  of  the  <||aai1er«-niarter  and  commis- 
sar j- general,  Gonsiating  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  M!ercer,  to  whom' 
were  referred  the  letters  of  the  24th  of  Ausust  from  ^neinl  Waahington, 
and  the  dth  of  September  from  J.  Wadaworcby  brought  in  a  report;  Where* 

lipOD, 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Bradford,  continental  ag;ent  nt  Boston,  be  directed 
to  sell  and  deliver  out  of  the  stores  of  these  United  States  there,  to  the 
state  of  New-York,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  or  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorised  by  them  for  the  purpose,  any  quan- 
tity of  sugar  and  rum  not  exceeding  500  hogsheads  of  the  former,  and  50 
hogsheads  of  the  latter,  at  the  current  wholesale  price  of  ihu^e  articles  in 
cash :  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  or  the  eiecntive  powers 
of  the  said  state,  to  cause  the  said  rum  and  sugar  to  be  sold  and  distributed 
among  the  people  in  such  manner,  as  that  all  may  partake  of  the  benefit  in* 
tended  them,  and  at  no  higher  price  than  will  raise  the  amount  of  the  prime 
cost  and  charges  s 

That  the  marine  committee  be  direrted  to  <»lve  the  necessary  orders  to 
enable  the  com  mi^sary -general  to  perform  his  engagements  actually  made 
with  the  people  fur  «ii*rrir,  &'c. 
On  passing  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr  Peabodjr, 


no 


Ahrylutul, 

y,-Carolitia, 
S.- Carolina, 


Mr.  Forbefi, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhiig^h, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewea^ 
fiharpc, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Matthews, 


ay  3 
ay^ 

ay  5  - 


Xf-Mao^iMn,  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon, 
.Mbtt'aM-i^,  Mr.  Lnvefl, 

Holtm, 
Patndg^e, 

BJuMk'hland,    Mr.  Marchant, 
Cmn^aakuif    Mr.  Sherman,*^ 

Huntington, 

Hoot, 

J^'av-Jersey,     Mr.  Fell, 

Hoaatoii> 
Pemuyhmda,  Mr.  Armatrongy 

Atlee, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

That  the  commissary -general  be  informed,  that  although  the  necessity  of 
the  case  may  justify  his  using  the  expedient  in  this  instance,  yet  Congress 
ouinot  approve  of  hlis  making  any  purchases  in  ordinary  cases,  otherways 
than  for  money : 

Raohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  ^e  treasury,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Carmichael :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman. 

FRIDAV.  October  1.  1779. 
A  letter  from  the  marine  committee  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  be 
tlirected  to  prepare  and  rcjwrt  a  plan  of  regulations  for  conductinsz;  the 
naval  iittairs  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  committee  formerly  appuiot- 
ed  fur  that  purpose  be  discharged. 

The  board  or  war,  to  whom  was  referred  their  report  respecting  lieuten- 
ant-colonel Fleury,  brought  in  a  re^rt;  Whereupon, 

Uegolved^  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  zeal,  activity,  mi- 
litary genius  and  gallahtry  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  which  he  1ms  exhi- 
hited  on  a  variety  of  occasions  during  his  service  in  the  armies  of  these 
states,  wherein,  while  he  has  rendered  essential  benefit  to  the  Ameru  an 
cause,  h<>  h;is  floservedly  acquired  the  esteeua  of  the  army  and  gained  un fad- 
ing repuiatlon  fur  himself. 

l)n  motion  of  Mr.  Fell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews,  '  ' 

JlenuLoed,  That  the  thanks  of  Congixss  be  given  to  the  hon.  John  Jiy,  esq. 
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late  president,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  tiie  chair^ 
and  the  execution  of  public  business.  •  '  > 

SATURDAY,  Octoh^r  i  1779.        '  ^. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody,  Congress  came  to  the 
following  resolution  : 

Whereas  in  the  first  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September  last, 
relative  to  a  district  of  country  called  "New-Hampshire  Grants,"  is  the  fol- 
lowing clause,  viz. 

"  And  also  to  authorize  Congress  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all 
disputes  subsisting  between  the  grantees  of  the  several  states  aforesaid  with 
one  another,  or  with  cither  of  the  said  states,  respecting  title  to  lands  lying 
in  the  said  district,  to  be  heard  and  determined  in  the  mode  prescribed  for 
such  cases  by  the  articles  of  confederation  aforesaid  and  whereas  no  pro- 
vision is  made  in  tlie  said  articles  of  confetleration  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining disputes  between  any  state  and  the  grantees  of  any  other  state : 

Resolvea  unanimouslr/,  Tiiat  the  clause  above  recited  be  repealed. 

Resolved  unanimouahfy  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  states 
of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-York,  to  authorize  Con- 
gress to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all  disputes  subsisting  between  the 
grantees  of  the  several  states  aforesaid,  with  one  another,  or  with  eitlier  of  the 
said  states,  respecting  title  to  lands  lying  in  the  said  district,  to  be  heard 
and  determined  by  "commissioners  or  judjjes,"  to  be  appointed  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  the  9tli  article  of  the  confederation  aforesaid.  • 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolves  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massacliusetts-Bay  and  New-York,  and  also  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants. 

On  a  representation  from  the  executive  of  Virginia,  to  the  executive  of 
Maryland,  which  was  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land ; 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Paca,  seconded  by  Mi^Forbes, 

Hesolvi'dt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Mary- 
land, to  permit  as  much  bread,  flour  and  wheat  to  be  exported  for  the  state 
of  Virginia,  as  the  saiil  state  may  want  for  its  public  supply. 

MONDAY,  October  4,  1779. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  one  of  ihe  delegates  for  Delaware,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat.  * 
A  letter,  of  the  SOth  of  September,  from  general  Washington,  was  read  : 
On  motion  (if  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolvedy  That  colonel  Clarke  be  directed  to  halt  the  North-Carolina 
troops  at  Trenton,  till  farther  orders. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  September,  from  general  Washington,  was  read, 
enclosing  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  the  said  month,  from  baron  de  Frev,  captain 
in  brigadier  count  Pulaski's  legion,  was  read  ;  and  also  a  memorial  of  cap- 
tain Charles  de  Frey,  requesting  leave  of  absence  for  eight  months,  to  revisit 
his  native  country  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Charles  de  Frey  have  leave  of  absence  for  eight 
months. 

Resolved,  That  a  person  be  appointed  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance, 
and  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ;  and  that  he  be  allowed 
the  same  pay  as  a  commissioner  of  the  chambers  of  accounts. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  6,  1779. 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  a  delegate  for  New-York,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 
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According  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  comiDiitee  of  tbe  whole, 
on  the  subject  of  finance;  and  after  soroe  tune,  the  president  rewnded  tbe 
chair,  and  Mr,  Jenifer  reported,  that  the  committee  have  come  to  sundry  re- 
solutions which  he  was  ordered  to  report,  and  farther  to  desire  leave  to  sit 

again : 

The  report  being  received  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  general  Arnold  that  his  applic.ifion 
ought  to  be  made  tu  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  ot  Pennsylvania,  in 
whose  disposition  to  protect  every  honest  citizen  Congress  have  full  confi- 
dence, and  highly  disapprove  tlie  insinuations  of  every  individual  to  the,, 
contrary. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  l  epoii  of  the  committee  of  the  • 
whole;  and  thereupon, 

'  X  Me$olved,  That,  In  addition  to  the  sums  required  by  the  resolutions  of  Con«- 
gress  of  the  Slid  November,  1777,  and  Sd  January  and  dlst  Maj,  1779,  the 
seTeral  states  be  called  on  to  raise.  In  such  manner  as  thej  maj  jiitlf;e  espe- 
dient,  sufficient  sums  to  enable  them  to  par  into  the  continental  treasttty^or 
to  the  order  of  Congress,  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  and  on  ^  Ist  d^ 
of  each  succeeding  month,  until  the  1st  day  of  October  next)  ineMBke,  0mt 
respective  proportionn  of  15,000,000  of  dollars: 

That  all  sums  which  may  be  so  paid  by  any  of  the  states  during  the  oea- 
tlnuance  of  the  war,  shall  be  passed  to  their  respective  credits,  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  firit  article  of  a  resolution  of  Congresa  of  the  QSd  of  Me- 
vembei-,  1777: 

And  that  the  several  states  be  respectively  charged  with  the  annual  inte- 
rest of  six  per  centum  on  all  deficiencies  in  the  payment  of  the  BOVeial 
quotas  which  have  been  or^ay  be  required  of  them  : 

On  passing  this  clause,  ihe  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  I^aurais, 

^»y>       Pentuykama^  Mr.  Amistpong, 

Atlee, 


av 


Delaware, 

Maryland 


Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Qhifin, 

Mercer, 

Fitzhugb, 
Mr.  Harnett 

Shaipe, 
Mr.  liaui'eiis, 

Mattbew% 


H^Bmp^int  Mr.  Peabofh, 

Langdoi],  , 
M(Ut^stU-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
.  LK}vel^ 
Holten, 
Patridge, 

Rhode-Mandj  Mr.  Marchiui^ 
Conneclicut,    Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntuigton, 

Root^ 

IkuhYark,       Mr.  Morns, 

Lewis, 
MwJersey,     U)r.  Fell, 

HcuBton, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirquitivv. 

JUaolvedf  That  tiie  encouragement  ol&red  by  the  resolution  of  Coi^prcss 
of  tiie  fi9th  of  June  lasty  for  promoting  loans,  be  extended  to  all  sums  which 
may  be  paid  into  the  continental  loan-offices  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
March  next,  to  the  amount  of  the  blank  loan-ofiice  certificatea  which  are 
already  ordered  to  be  struck  by  Congress : 

That  anr  person  subscribing  10,000  dollars  or  upwards*  shall  be  allowed 
topay  one  half  thereof  within  14  da^s  after  the  subscription,  and  the  residue 
at  the  end  of  two  months  after  the  hrst  payment,  the  whole  to  bear  interest 
from  the  time  of  the  first  payment,  if  the  other  is  punctually  made. 

Rpfiolved,  That  a  comnuttee  of  one  member  from  each  state  be  appointed 
to  consider  and  repurt  the  sums  to  be  piiid  into  the  continental  treasury  by 
the  respective  states,  to  make  up  the  15,000,000  required  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Qwjt 
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THVn^D AY,  October  7,  1779.  ' 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  Bache,  post-mastcr-n:cncra!,  ^yns  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  (ni  the  pust-oilk  e  ;  and  that 
three  member?  be  electi d  tor  tliat  coiiiuiittee,  in  tiie  room  of  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Ellery  and  Mi .  R.  li.  Lee,  who  ure  absent:  the  memberi  choi^,  Mr. 
Grifliii,  Mr.  Holteii  and  Mr.  Houston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gen  j,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Besolved,  That  it  lie  r ecommended  to  the  several  states  to  direct  their 
treasurers  to  traiianiit  to  Congress,  m  the  first  day  of  every  inontb/ retnnw 
of  the  suOM  which  thej  may  have  respectively  received  for  suppljiog  the 
eoatinental  treasury ;  that  the  moBey  mentioned  therein  be  credited  from 
tiie  respective  dates  of  the  returns,  and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  Coi^gress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  respective  states^ 
brought  in  a  report  :  \A'h(  reupon, 

Resolved,  That  tnc  (jnoias  of  tlie  several  states  to  make  up  the  iiioiithlv 

assessment  of  15,000, Odd  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  first  ihiv  ol"  FehruMi  y 

ntxt,  and  the  ilrst  day  ut  each  succeeding  mouth,  to  the  first  daj  ol  October 

next,  inclusive,  be  as  follows :  . 

New-Hampshire,  •  .  400,000 
Massachuaetts-Bay,      -      -  3,300,000 


Dehware^       -  •  -  170,000 

Maryland,        *  .  1,580,000 

Virg^iuia,       '   -  -  -  ?,5(j0,00O 

North-Carolina,-  .  -  1,0' (;^uuO 

South-Caroliiia,  •  •  -  1,200,000 


Rhode-Island,  &c.  -  -  200,001 

Connecticut,        -  -  -  1,700,000 

New-York,           -  .  -  -  750,000 

NewJcTsey,         •  •  .  900,000 

Pttonsylvania,      -  -  -  2,300,000 

Georgia  being  im  aded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  its  prO|>ortion. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Houstnn,  secotulcd  hv  Mr.  Morris, 
Jiesolvefl,  That  neither  the  present  nor  anv  former  apportionment  of 
(|Uotas  of  taxes  to  the  several  states  be  considered  as  a  precedent. 

FRIDAY,  Oceofter  8, 1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  electiou  oi  a  coiomittee  ou  the  memorial  of 
George  Morgan,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  14th  of  September  last;  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  members  chosen  were,  Mr.  IVitherspoon,  Mr. 
ienifer,  Mr*  Atiee,  Mr«  Sherman  and  Mr.  Peabody* 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  Trent,  in  behalf  of  Thomas  WaU 
pole  and  his  associates,  he  referred  to  the  foregoins;  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffin, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  nn  instruction  to  the  said  committee  to  encjTiire  into 
the  fuundation  of  the  objection  formerly  made  by  t!ie  Viri;inl:i  (hHe;jates  upon 
the  reading  of  the  <*ahl  petition  and  n!<  inorial,  to  the  juriMtiction  otConure^s 
on  the  subject  matter  of  Uie  said  papers,  and  first  report  tiie  lacts  relating  to 
tiiat  point. 

SATURDAY,  Octofter  9,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  gen.  Gates,  of  the  24th  of  September:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  informed,  in  aifsWer  to  his  letter,  of 
the  2d  inst.  that  the  subsistence  money  ^ranted  by  the  act  of  the  1 8th  of  Au- 
gust, extends  only  to  the  ofTicer^  nrtd  pnvatrs  of  the  continental  army  ;  and 
that  the  mil  itia  who  are  or  www  bi-  culled  out  are  only  to  receive  the  subsist- 
ence granted  previous  to  the  act  aiurcaaid. 

^Reiolved,  That  the  president  ul  Delaware,  and  the  governors  ol  Maryland 
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*  and  South-Carolina  respectively  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  and  au- 
thorized to  (h  aw  cm  the  several  treasurers  in  those  states,  lor  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  found  necessary  tor  paying  the  amonot  of  purchase  b  utiloui 
and  rice  which  shall  be  madennder  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  delegates 
of  theeaidatatesyin  pnranance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  instant, 
inch  sums  to  be  drawn  from  the  monej  arising  froro  taxes  raised  and  t»  be 
raised  and  paid  into  the  several  treasunesof  the  said  states,  on  the  first  day  sf 
January,  1780,  transmitting  to  Congress,  a»  early  as  possible,  an  aceeunt  sf 
the  sums  so  drawn  from  the  trcasurej'S. 

The  ronnuittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Atlee, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Timotiiy  Taylor  and  J(^n  Thomson,  re- 
port :  * 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  find  sufficient 
voucliers  to  prove  that  there  was  taken  by  colonel  Stewart,  by  order  of  geu. 
Washington,  from  the  fulling-mill  of  Thomas  Jenks,  in  Bucks  coonty,  Peon- 
sjlvania,  cloth  amounting  in  value  to  the  sum  of 7467  dollars^''  Whereopon, 

Sesfdmd^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  tre^rer  in  favor  of  Henry  Wyn- 
koop,  esq.  one  of  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania,  for  the  above  sum  of  T467 
dollars,  to  be  pot  into  tlie  hands  of  Thomas  Jeoks^  and  by  him  psid  is  the 
owners  of  the  said  cloth. 

The  ^ame  committee,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  petition  of  John  Hart, 

esq.  report, 

TIjat  they  have  eicamined  the  papers  referred  to  tliem,  and  find  sufficient 
vouchers  to  prove  that  a  large  quantity  of  cloth  was,  by  order  of  gen.  Wash- 
ington, taken  from  the  fulling-mill  oi  John  Hart,  kept  by  Francis  Caspar; 
that  a  part  of  the  said  tloth  was  sold  in  gen.  Mifflin's  office,  amoantinKte 
the  value  of  134  69-90  dollars ;  that  the  cloth,  of  the  re-delivery  of  wfiidi 
there  is  no  evidence,  amounted  in  value  to  1,067  dollars ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  ^cn.  Miffiia  be  directed  to  pay  the  above  sum  of  134  69-90 
dollars,  to  Dr.  J.  Witherspoon,  one  of  the  aelegates  for  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey ;  and  that  a  warrant  is^tie  on  the  treasurer  to  pay  to  the  said  T)r.  J. 
■\Viilierspoon,  1067  dollars,  to  i)c  delivered  to  Jacob  Bergen,  esc).  justice  of 
t!ie  peace  in  the  county  of  Soihl r>('t,  New-Jersey,  and  by  him  paid  to  the  se- 
veral persons  whose  clotli  is  contiiiiied  in  the  miller's  account ;  taking  an  oath 
of  each  of  them  before  payment^  that  they  had  not  before  received  their  seve- 
ral pieces. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Hantingtmi, 
Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Morris,  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  accompany  the  resolutions  relative  to  finance,  reported  the 

same  :  ' 

The  draught  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Sir  :  [  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  sundry  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  the  Gth  and  7th  instant,  for  supplying  the  continental  trensii- 
ry,  and  to  request  the  earliest  cummuuication  of  them  to  tlic  legislative  au- 
thority of  your  state. 

The  money  which  C(»n<i;rcss  are  at  liberty  to  emit  will  probably  be  expend- 
ed in  the  beginning  of  December  next,  and  subsequent  supplies  mustbe  far* 
nished  by  the  states.  Thb  evinces  the  necessity  of  the  punctual  payments 
of  their  respective  quotas,  on  which  their  public  credit,  thr existence  of  thev 
army,  and  me  support  of  their  liberties,  so  greatly  depend. 

Congress  are  deeply  concerned  to  find  that  the  sums  required  are  so  great : 
but  since  the  emissions  are  limited,  they  doubt  not  that  the  operation  of  taxes 
and  other  salutary  measures  in  the  course  of  the  year  will  reduce  the  prices 
of  articles,  antl  enable  them  to  lessen  the  quotas  required,  or  apply  P^f^ 
thereof  to  diminish  the  public  debt.  To  promote  so  desirable  an  object, 
(^ingress,  on  their  part,  will  endeavour  to  ob&erve  the  stvictest  economy  w 
the  expenditures.  *    -  ,  * 
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I  hnre  only  M add  llMt  nmrraots  will  be  isBued  im  4he  treasurers  pf  itbe 
respective  states,  for  the  quotas  to  furaished  on  tlfie  first  of  January  oex^ 
ana  that  i  romaui  with  the  greatest  respect*  « 

MONDAY,  11,  1779. 

Mr.  Piater»  a  delegate  from  Maryiaad,  atteuUed  aud  took  his  seat  iu  Con- 
gress. 

A  representation  from  the  legislative  council  and  general  asscmblj  oi  the 
state ut  New-Jersey,  was  icad  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  a  member  fiiom 
etch  state:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr*  Sherman, 
Mr*  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Matthews^  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Forbes^  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.  AYynkoop. 

Ordendt  That  Mr.  Armstrong  have  leave  of  absence. 

TUESDAY,  Ociober  12,  1779. 

The  board  of  w.w,  to  whom  was  referred  a  representation  of  Nicholas  and. 
Mark  Focjuet,  brought  in  a  report :  VVliereupon,  * 

Resolved^  Thai  Messrs.  Nicliol.is  and  Mark  Forpiei,  having  been  emplDV- 
ed  in  the  service  of  the  Uniicd  States  for  two  years,  in  superintending  tlie 
Iranness  of  manufacturing  powder  and  salt-putre,  and  having  lionducted 
themselves  with  much  reputation,  and  evidenced  their  utility  to  the  United 
States,  have  thereby  recommended  themselves  to  the  favorable  opinion  of 
Congress* 

That  bills  of  exchange  for  900  livres  be  delivered  to  those  gentlemen  res- 
pectively, beside  the  sum  mentioned  in  their  contract  with  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance* 

WEDNESDAY,  October  13,  1779. 

.  A  letter,  of  ilte  J  1st  of  May  la^t,  from  A.  I.ee,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  secomleii  by  Mr.  M  a  ris, 

Mesolvedj  That  Mr.  A.  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr.  Jay'a  iippoiotmeiii,  and 
^%  agreeable  to  his  request,  he  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  America. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr,  Peabody, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jiacob  Hiltzhetmer  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
provide  for  the  horses  belon^iii<<^  to  membn  ^  of  Congress;  tliat  for  this  piir- 
P'>««  the  commissary-general  of  forage  be  directed  to  supply  idm  with  such 
articles  of  forage,  anil  of  such  qualities  as  he  shall  direct ;  together  with 
the  accounts  of  the  cost  tJiiTfof ;  that  each  member  be,  from  time  to  time, 
lurnished  with  an  account  of  the  expense  of  Iv*  t  ping  his  horses,  by  the  said 
Jacob  Hlltzheimer,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  liit-  pav-master  of  iIk'  lioard 

war  and  orilfiance,  in  tlie  mode  prescribed  by  a  resolution  of  Congress 

the  17th  of  August,  1778. 

THURSDAY,  October  14,  1779. 

A  letter, -of  the  9th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter of  the  S8th  of  September,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Chemung,, 
giving  an  account  of  his  successful  expedition  against  the  hostile  Indians ; 
Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cct  rr,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  thauks  of  (  (Mi;ii  ess  be  given  to  his  excellency  general 
"asluijgj^on,  for  directing,  and  lu  iiiajor  general  Snllivafi,  nnd  the  brave 
'►flicers  and  soldiers  unffer  liis  commarHl,  lor  eirertually  eAecuUii^aii  impor- 
^"^'^ expedition  a^aiiibt  such  of  the  Indian  iiailons  as,  encouiaged  by  the 
^uiiciU  and  conducted  by  the  officers  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  had  periidi' 
<>ttsly  waged  aa  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  against  these  United  States,  laid 
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waste  man  y  of  their  defenceleti  towDiy  aad  with  savage  bariNurlty.aUilgli* 

tered  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  v^  \\\  be  proper  to  set  apart  the  second  Thursday  in 
Pecembcr  next  as  a  dav  of  general  thaiikscriving  in  tljese  United  States, 
and  that  a  committee  oJ  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to 
the  said  states  for  this  purpose :  the  members  caosen,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Uotteo, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg  and  Mr«  Morris. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  cemnnitee  on  appesls,  io 
the  room  of  Mr.  Drayton,  deceased,  an<!  Mr*  Paca»  who  is  absent;  tne  laom* 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Griflin. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon* 

Resolved,  That  5,000,180  d(»!l^rs,  beln«;  part  of  the  sum  remaining  to 
complete  ^00,000,000,  be  eniitletl  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  direciiou  of  the  board  of  tieasurj,  in  bills  of  the  following  de- 
nominations, vi/.. 


2r,(m  of  80  doUars, 
27,028  of  70  do. 

27,028  of  20  do. 

2r,<'^R  of  5  do. 
2r,<'28  of  4  do. 


2,162,240 
1,891,960 
540,560 

135,140 

108,112 


27,028  of  3  doUaa, 
27,028  of  a  do.  . 
27,038  ol'  Ido. 


81,084 
37,038 


5,000,1HO 

That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  t  enor  and  dak 
as  those  emitted  the  17th  of  September  last,  and  be  numbered  Irom  the 
ia^t  uuuii>er  in  each  respective  denQUiindlioii  prog  restively. 

FRIDAY,  October  15,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Jay,  was  read,  soliciting  leave  of  abseace 
for  lieatenant-coionef  Livingston  to  accompany  him  to  Spain  : 
A  motion  was  matle  by  M  r.  Matthew    seconded  !)y  ISir.  Harnett, 
That  lieutenant-colonel  U.  B.  Livingston  have  leave  of  absence  fur  twelrr. 

months. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


Maryland, 


VirgmM, 


S.'  Carolina, 


Mr.  riater, 
Forbes, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzliugli, 

Mr.Uwnef^ 
Hewes, 
Shm-pe, 

Mr.  Mattiiews, 


ay) 
no>  ay 
ayV 

*yf 

noj  V 

ay) 

ay-l 

»y>*y 

ay  W 


if^'Uampsldn,  Mr.  Peahody, 

I.at»{jdun, 
iSa»^^Boy,W»  Gerrv, 

Iloltcn, 

Patricide, 

Jiltode-lsland,  Mr.  Miuchaiit, 
Cwneeiimif     Hr.  Sherman, 

Montlngtoi^ 
Uoot, 

JVh'j-Jfv.^ey,     Mr,  Fell, 
J^ennst/ivunia,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Muhlenbei^, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  af&rmative. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  vas  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Rcsmvpd,  That  the  resignation  ot  captain  Thomas  liuchanan,  of  the  first 
Fenasjlvauia  regiment,  be  accepted. 

SATURDAY,  October  16, 1779, 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Ktrkland  be  appointed  chaplnin  to 
the  garrison  of  Fort-Schuyler,  and  the  other  posts  established  in  that  quarter, 
with  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  brigade-chaplain,  continuing  at  tlie  same 
time  to  pay  as  j^reat  attention  to  theOneidas,  aiui  other  Indians  contiguous 
tothem«as  may  be  consistent  with  the  above-meutiotied  appointment. 

MONDAY/  Oeteber  18,  1779. 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  their  report  respecting  major  ia  Neavillewsi 
le-commitfed,  broaght  in  another  report  I  Whereiipony 


Digitized  by  Gopgle^ 


'  lovmy^og  €6111^^  art 

Resolved,  That  major  tie  la  Neuville,  who  has  sierved  two  campaigDS 
in  the  American  armj,  and  has  obtained  verj  honorable  tcstiinonials  of  his 
merit,  valor  and  services  in  the  several  capacities  in  which  lie  has  been  em- 
plojed,  be  appuiated  a  LieuUnaut'ColoacI  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  tfaelTlii- 
M  States: 

Thatlieateiiint-colonel  Noirmontde  la  Nenville  hare  leave  to  retnrn  lo 
France. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  from  the  govenior  of  Virginia,  brought  in  a  report  ;  Wlicrciipon, 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virq^inia  be  informed,  that  in  the  opinion 
of  Congress  the  deficiency  of  ttour  for  the  convmtloTi  troops,  which  cannot 
beobtiiiaed  from  %vheat  in  Virginia,  ought  to  be  supplied  wiih  meal  made  of 
Indian  corn,  which  is  equally  wholesome  : 

That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  inform  the 
commanding  oihcer  of  those  troops,  that  if  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Mtiih  forces  will  order  guppliea  of  flour  to  be  sent  to  Virginia  from  parjta 
in  poMesnon  of  the  British  army,  passports  will  be  ordered  for  the  purpose 
when  applied  for. 

Retdwdg  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  give  the  necessary  orders 
to  the  conmiiasary-general  of  purchases  and  the  commissary -general  of  is- 
sues, for  supplying  the  convention  troops  with  rations  of  Indian  meal^  in 

lien  of  flour,  agreeably  to  the  fnrf';2,ning;  resolutions. 

Onmotion  ot  Mr.  M;irrli;iiit,  st^cijiuled  liy  Mr.  Paca, 

PesolvedyTh&i  the  resolutiun  of  Cojij;reaS  passed  the  £d  of  July  last,  so 
i«ir  us  it  directs  or  provides,'*  tliil  euch  endorsement  of  the  certincates  is- 
sued by  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  for  exchanging 
bUls  of  the  emissions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  the  llth,  177^,  be 
witnessed  by  a  magistrate,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

TUE6DAY,  October  19,  1779. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fell,  ?ecnnde<l  bv  Mr.  S'herman, 

Resolved ,  ThvLi  the  biurd  ot  war  be  dlrecti'd  lo  make  eiu|uirv  into  the 
number  and  quality  of  rations  drawn  and  deUvereti  in  the  cii  v  ot  Philadel- 
phia, within  three  months  past,  from  the  quarter-master,  commissaries  of 
purchases  ami  issues,  and  barrack-master,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
Bach  rations  have  been  delivered,  their  office,  rank  or  occupations,  and  the 
particular  departments  they  belong  to,  and  make  report  to  Congress. 

Vfmm:Sl)A\\  October  20, 1779. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  13th,  from 
Jacob  Rushy  which  was  read,  notifying**  that  an  appeal, in  which  the  United 
•States  fire  a.  party,  from  tlie  court  of  admii'alty  in  the  '^tate  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  relative  to  the  ship  Viper,  is  now  tlepeiidin;^  heture  t!ie  commissioners 
of  appeal  ;  that  the  marine  committee  may,il  tiiey  think  proper,  retain  coun- 
sel on  the  part  of  the  continent 

Ordered,  That  it  Ue  referred  to  the  marine  comniittec  to  take  order  thereon 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
BtsteSy  for  setting  apart  the  Sd  Thursday  in  December  next,  as  a  day  of  gen* 
ersl  thanksgiving,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  becomes  us  humbly  to  approach  the  throne  of  Almighty  God, 
with  gratitade  and  praise  for  the  wonders  which  his  goodness  has  wrought  in 
conducting  our  fore-fathers  to  this  western  world  ;  for.his  protection  to  them' 
md  to  their  posterity  amidst  difficulties  and  dangers  ;  for  raisin?,  its,  their/ 
children,  from  deep  distress  to  be  numbered  auiong  tlie  nations  ot  tlie  earth 
md  for  arming  the  hands  ul  just  and  mighty  princes  in  our  deliverance  ;  and*  " 
specially  for  that  he  hath  been  pleased  to  grant  us  the  enjoyment  ofhealthj 
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fubd  80  to  order  the  revolving  reasons,  tfait  the  eartii  hath  produced  her  in- 
crease  in  abundance,  blessing  the  labors  df  the  huBbtnthneity  and  spiMiQ| 
'  plenty  throogh  the  land  ;  that  he  hath  prosperett  our  mns  and  these  Of  oir 
ally ;  been  a  shield  to  our  troops  in  the  hour  of  danger,  pointed  their  swordi 
to  victory  and  led  them  in  triumph  over  the  bulwarks  of  the  foe;  that  he  hath 
gone  wi'tn  those  who  went  out  into  the  wilderness  against  the  savage  tribes; 
that  he  hath  stayed  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  and  turned  back  his  meditated 
destruction;  that  he  hath  prospered  our  commerce,  knd  siven  success  to 
those  who  fought  the  enem^  on  the  face  of  the  deep  ;  and  above  all,  thithe 
hath  diilised  the  glorious  light  of  the  gospel,  whereby,  through  the  merits  of 
oar  melons  Redeemer,  we  may"  become  the  heirs  of 'his  etermdglety: 
therHore, 

I  Raohxd,  That  it  be  reooaunended  to  the  several  states,  to  appoint  Thirri« 
day,  the  9th  of  December  next,  to  be  a  day  of  public  and  solemn  thaoksgtving 
to  Almighty  God  for  his  mercies  and  or  prayer  for  the  continuance  of  his 
favor  and  protection  to  these  United  States  ;  to  beseech  him  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  influence  our  public  councils,  and  bless  them  with  wis- 
dom from  on  high,  with  unanimity,  firmness,  and  success  ;  that  he  would  ^ 
forth  with  our  hosts  and  cro%\Ti  our  armies  with  victory  ;  that  he  would  graut 
to  bis  church  the  plentiful  eSusions  ofdivine  grace,  and  pour  out  his  holy  spi- 
rit on  IdlnioMert  df  the  gospel ;  thtt  he  would  bless  and  prosper  theneui 
.  of  edacaiioii*  md  spread  the  light  of  christian  fcnowledKe  through  tii^  resMt* 
est  comers  eif  the  earth ;  that  he  would  smile  upon  the  labours  of  his  people 
end  cause  the  earth  to  brin^  forth  her  fruits  in  ainindancc ;  that  we  may  with 
l^cntltnde  and  j^adness  enjoy  them ;  that  he  would  take  into  his  holy  protec- 
tion our  illustrious  ally,  ffivehira  victory  over  his  enemies,  and  render  him 
signally  great,  as  the  Tfather  of  his  people  and  the  protector  of  the  rights  of 
mankind  ;  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  turn  the  hearts  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  to  dispense  the  blessings  of  peace  to  contending  nations  ;  that  he 
vrould  in  mercy  look  down  upon  us,  pardon  our  sins  and  receive  us  into  his 
favor,  and  finally,  that  he  would  establish  the  independence  of  these  'United 
States  upon  the  Imsis  of  religion  and  virttte»  and  support  and  protect  dicia 
in  the  enjoyment  of  peacOy'IiMrtj  and  safety. 

. .  Done  in  Cohgress,  the  20th  day  of  October,  one  thousand  soTen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  the  independence  of  the  Uait- 
ed  States  of  America* 

SAMUEI.  HTTNTINGTON,  Freside^a* 
Attest,       •       CHARUblS  THOMSON,  SecrUary. 

THURSDAY,  October  «t.  1779. 
Mr.  Scttdder,  a  dele|;^te  from  New -Jersey,  attended  and  took  his  seat  la 
Congress. 

The  committee  on  the  treasnry  bronglit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
JbwMtiy  That  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commiasioner  of  the  continental  ioaii 
aKce  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  directed  to  renew  for  Philip  Marstel- 
ler,  six  de&ced  certificates,  of  the  following  denominations,  via^.  one  of  300 
dollars,  dated  April  9,  1779,  to  Adam  Heilman  ;  one  of  300  dollars,  djlted 
April  9,  1779,  to  Henry  Humberger;  one  of  1000  dollars,  dated  April  P. 
1779,  to  Casper  Stoever  ;  one  of  600  dollars,  dated  April  9, 1779,  to  Jacob 
Neff ;  one  of  600  dollars,  dated  April  9, 1779,  to  Peter  Witmer ;  and  one  irf 
500  dollars,  dated  April  9,  1779,  to  William  Young. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  rcprcsttltl' 
tioQ  from  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Joraey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Vandyke,  who  are  ahKfrt: 
the  itpeaibors  chosen,  Mr.  Scndder  and  Mr.  Dickinson. 
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FRIDAY,  October  "2%  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the£Oth,  from  Charles  Petit,  was  read,  rt^cltitighis  former  ap- 
plications to  Congress,  on  account  of  a  tax  to  which,  by  au  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New-Jersey,  he  in  bubjectcd,  as  a«;si^taiit  quarter-master  gtMicral,  and' 
the  pioceeutnga  of  Congress  tliereoii ;  and  mfuruung  that  he  is  callcil  on  for 
d^lOOOtax,  as  assistant  quarter-master  general,  and  req^esting  th^  attend 
tioo'of  Congress  to  hig  letter,  of  the  7th  of  July,  and  to  the  report  of  the  com- 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr,  Marchant,  seconded- by  Mr.  Paca« 
Thai  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee :  ^  / 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fell, 


If^MBm^pthire,  Ur.  Peabo<ly, 

w\Dm*stt8'Jia^f  Mr.  L.o\  cU, 

Holteti, 


Rh»de-h1antlj 
(ktmecticut. 


K(W-Yf>rI,\ 


^^r.  Nfarcliant, 
Mr.  bhermaii, 

Hulitington, 

Root, 
^Ir  T.owis, 
Mr.  He  udder. 

Fell, 
Jfr.  Atlcc, 

Scarle, 

Muhlenberg', 


no^  \Defaware, 
uy  5     •  ^Meu^land, 
no^ 
no  Cno 
no  j) 
ay  )>ay 
no  \ 
ay  C  no 
no\ 

«y>  ♦ 

no  ^ 

1103 

no  ^ 


no 

no 


no 


no 


Virginia, 


S,-CaioUva, 


Mr.  Dickiasony 

Mr.  Fl.itrr, 
l^aca, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Piuliugh, 

Mr.  Hamel^ 
Hewes^ 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laui-cns, 
Matthews^ 


.So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  board  of  war  having  represented  that  Mons.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville 
has  expressed  tiis  uneasiness  lest  liia  nut  being  gratified  witli  Uie  rank  and 
eommAod  of  a  Ueutenant-colonel  should  create  disagreeable  comparisons  be- 
tween the  supposed  ideas  entertained  by  Congress  of  his  merit  and  that  of 
those  enjoying  such  command : 

Resolved^  That  Congress  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the  personal 
merit  andxnditary  diaracter  of  Mons.  Noirmont,  which  he  has  evidenced  on 
every  occasion  presenting  itself  to  him  during  his  service  in  America;  but  a 
reformation  the  army  fi;n'iri;x  lately  taken  place,  w  hicli  renders  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  arrangeuuMit  ;i!>  now  settled  to  ^vauX  comniands  in  the  line  to 
gentlemen  under  Mr.  NolnnoTit'*  circijin>t;tnce,'^,  has  [)revefited  his  having  a 
cummission  of  (he  same  uiAture  wiih  some  others,  though  his  merit  and  ser- 
vices would  uLhei  wise  entitle  iiim  thereto. 

SATURDAY,  October  23,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Paca  haveleave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  Tlint  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post-office, 
in  the  room  ot  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  have  leave  of  absence:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson  ;aul  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  marine  cuiiunittee,  to  w  hom  was  referred  tlie  letter  of  the  21st,  from 
the  supreme  executive  cchju  jII  of  Penn^vlvania,  report,  that  they  have  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  capt.  Harding,  of  the  Confederacy,  reeiting  "  thai  they  have  re- 
ceived information  *^  that  he  has  lately  impressed  on  board  the  said  frigate  se- 
veral seamen,  citizens  of  this  state,  who  have  left  families  in  this  city  in  a 
distressed  situation,  and  ordering  him,  if  this  be  true,  to  discharge  themiia* 
>ncdiately.'» 

Conj^ess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 

of  the  3 1st  0^  August  last,  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
niuch  of  the  resolutions  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  board  of  treasury 
relates  to  the  annual  election  of  the  oliicers,  and  who  were  also  to  consider 
proper  salaries  for  the  said  ofUcers ;  Whereupon, 
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^U$alv9d^  That  the  commissionen,  Meretary  and  clerka  of  tlie  board  of 
troaaarj,  and  all  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  anditor-geBeral,  treasurer, 

aTid  chambers  of  accounts,  who  may  be  appointed  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
present  war,  shall  holt!  their  respective  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gres!>;  any  thing  contained  in  an  ordinance  for  catablishing  a  hoard  of  trea- 
sury, and  the  proper  offices  for  managing  the  finances  of  these  United  Statesi 
to  the  contrarj  notwithistandinjcji 

On  nassing  the  turegoing  reiiuiution,  the  jeas  and  udy^  being  required  by 
Mr.  Mercer, 


lf.*Bitn»pddrt,  Mr.  Peabody, 

Lftngdoiv 

Msu^m^'Baift  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU 


no 
no 


BO 


Comiectieuif 


Holten, 
Patfidge, 

Mr.  Marchrint, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

bbcrman, 
Mr.  Scudder. 


no  i 
no  J 
nbj 

no  ^no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


Penfuyhmuot  Mr.  Atlee, 

Searie, 


Delaware^ 
AlarifiatuI, 

r  nVlnMBf 


S^'Carolina, 


Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  UickinsoOt 
Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  (iriffin. 
Mercer, 
Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Hamettf 

Hrwes, 
Sharp  e, 
Mr.  Maitliews, 


So  it  passed  in  the  aflirmativp. 

HesoLved,  That  until  the  iurtlier  order  of  Congress,  the  commissioners  of 
the  board  of  treasurr^  not  members  of  Congress,  be  respectiTelj  allowed  i 
falarjr  of  14,000  dollars  per  annrnn : 

That  the  aiM|ttor«^eneral  be^allowed  a  salarj  of  12,000  dollars  per  annom; 

That  the  commissioners  of  ^the  chambers  of  acconnts  be  allowed  19»000 
dollars  per  annum : 

That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  assistant  auditor* 
general,  be  respectively  allowed  l(),{)nO  dollars  per  annum: 

That  the  treasurer  be  allowed  15,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  clerks  of  tlie  board  of  treasury,  and  of  the  departments  of  tbe 
auditor-general,  treasurer  and  chambers  of  accounts,  be  allowed  7,000  dol- 
lars per  annum  respectivel;jr : 

That  the  salaries  aforesaid  shall  be  annually  or  oftener,  if  Con^^ress  shall 
judge  it  expedient,  revised  and  altered  agreeable  to  the  appreciation  of  ib» 
coniinentii  currency. 

MONDAY,  October  25,  1779. 
"Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congress,  on  behalf  of  Susanfiah  Hotchkiss* 
widow  of  John  Hotchkiss,  late  of  New-Haven,  deceased,  that  the  said  John 
Hotchkiss,  on  the  31st  of  May  last,  deposited  in  the  continental  loan-oflice 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  270  dollars,  of  the  emissions  of  May  20tb,  1777) 
and  April  11th,  1778,  for  exchange;  that  on  the  5th  of  July  last,  at  Nev- 
Haven  aforesaid,  the  said  John  Hotchkiss  was  slain  in  battle,  in  repelling 
the^  common  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  that  his  pocket-book,  ia 
which  was  the  certificate  which  he  received  for  said  bills,  cannot  be  fouBfl* 
that  the  commissioner  oi  the  said  loan-office  does  not  think  himself  warfsat- 
ed  to  pay  the  sum  due  on  said  certificate,  without  the  spedal  order  of  Con- 
gress: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  applicatioii  be  referred  to  tbe  board  of  treasnrjr. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  27,  1779. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  to  tlie  board  of  ord- 
nance, and  pay -master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  i  and,  the  b&lloU 
being  taken,  Josej^  Carleion  was  elected. 
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The  board  of  war  having  represented  to  Congress  that  Mr.  J.  Carleton 
has,  their  appointment,  discharged  the  business  of  the  office,  to  which  he 
is  now  elected,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Nourse's  resignatiooy  at  which  date  he 

waf?  by  them  recommended  to  Coni^ress  : 
Remivedy  That  Mr.  J.  Carieton  be  considered  as  secretary  to  the  board 
ordnance,  and  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  entitled 
to  the  py  and  emolumenU  of  that  office  from  the  time  of  Mr.  J.  Nourse's  re- 
signation. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr.  Marchant, 
fo  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Slat,  from  general  Washington,  en* 
ckisiflfe  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  D.  Broadhead»  brought  in  a  re- 
port;  whereupon,  * 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  his  excellencj  general 
Washington,  for  directing,  and  to  colonel  Broadhead  and  the  brave  officer^ 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  executm^  the  important  expedition 
against  the  Mingo  and  Munsey  Indians,  and  that  part  of  the  Senecas  on 
the  Alleghany  river,  by  which  the  depredations  of  those  savages,  assisted  by 
their  merciless  instigators,  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Bntain,  upon  the 
defenceless  inhabitants  of  the  western  frontiers,  have  been  restrained  and 
prevented.  .      ,  . 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  respecting  barmi 
de  Frey ,  brooght  in  a  report  WhereupoUt 

jRemwd,  That  the  resolution  of  the  4thjnst  giving  a  farloifgli  to  baron 
deFrey,  be  re -considered  and  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  the  baron  de  Frey,  being  desirous  of  retaming  to  France, 
be  excused  from  any  further  service  : 

That  in  consideration  of  his  nierit  and  good  services,  he  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  1.500  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scudder,  seconded  by  Mr.  Houston, 

Resolved,  Tliat  tiie  director-general,  each  of  the  deputy  directors-general, 
each  phj  siciaa  andburgeon-general,  each  senior  physician  and  surgeon,  each 
jauior  sui  geon,  each  apothecary -general,  each  chaplain  and  e^ch  apotiieca- 

3r's  assistant,  in  the  hospital  of  the  United  States^  shall  entitled  to  draw 
othing  annually  from  the  stores  of  the  clothier- general,  in  the  same  man- 
nei^  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  are  established  for  officers  of  the 
,line,  by  a  resolution  of  the  26th  day  of  Novemt>er,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  said  officers  the 
military-hospital  shall  also  be  entitled  to  subsiBtence,  in  like  manner  as  U 
granted  to  officers  of  the  line,  to  be  estimated  in  the  following  ratio: 

1st.  The  director-general  to  receive  the  same  subsistence  as  a  colond  iiv 
tlie  line  : 

2d.  The  deputy  directors-general,  the  physicians,  surgeons  and  apothe- 
caries-eeneral,  the  same  as  lieatenant-coloneis :  * 

9d.  The  senior  physicians  and  surgeons  the  same  as  majors : 

The  junior  surgeons  and  apothecaries*  aesistants  the  same  as  captains: 
and  the  chaplains,  the  same  as  chaplains  of  brigades  are  entitled  to  by  a 
resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  August  last»  and  to  commence  from  the  said 
18th  day  of  August 

Ppsofved,  That  the  mates  of  the  military  hospital  shall,  during  service,  be 
entitled  tu  the  same  subsistence  as  is  given  to  regimental  surgeonVmatea» 
by  the  resoiutiun  of  the  18th  day  of  August  last. 

THURSDAY,  October, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2rth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  quantity 
of  leather,  not  exceeding  lOO^OOO  lbs.  weight^in  the  state  of  Sottth-Cin>Una» 
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That  the  board  of  war  be  authorised  to  draw  upon  the  gov^nor  of  ifie 
state  of  South-Carolina  for  siirh  sum  or  sums  as  will  be  necessary  to  pay 
for  tlie  said  leatlier,  and  that  the  governor  of  the  said  state  of  South-Caro-  j 
lina*be  requested  to  advance  outol  the  taxes  raised  on  the  continental ac-  i 
county  sucn  sums  as  shall  be  drawn  tor  by  the  boaid  of  war  for  thatpurpOM* 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Scudder,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Baofved,  That  the  resolutions  of  yesterday,  respecting  the  officers  of 
^  ikt  hotpital  department  of  the  Unitedf  States,  lie  re-consiaered ;  and  togjft*  i 
ther  uritfa  the  repert  ef  the  medical  oemmiftlee  on  the  hoipltal  departiii«nt^ 
be  re-commttted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  marine  committee  w- 

.spccting  the  navy  department ;  Whereupon,  | 

liesoTvedt  That  a  board  of  admiralty  established,  to  superintend  the 
naval  and  marine  aftkirs  of  these  United  States;  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners not  members  of  CongrcMs,  and  two  members  of  ConffresA,  any 
three  of  whom  to  form  a  board  for  the  despatch  of  business;  to  be,  subject 
in  ail  cases  to  the  control  of  Congress ;  • 

That  there  shall  not  be  more  than  one  member  of  the  said  board  at  any 
time  belono;ing  to  the  leme  state : 

That  there  shall  be  a  secretarj  to  the  said  board,  to  be  appointed  bj 
Consresis : 

^  That  the  board  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  assist  them  in  the  eiflsih 
tion  of  the  business  of  the  department: 

That  the  said  board  of  admiralty  be,  and  they  arc  hereby  authorized,  em- 
powered and  dii  ected,  to  form  proper  plans  fur  increasing  the  naval  force 
of  the  United  istates,  and  for  the  better  regulating  the  same,  and  lay  tliem 
before  Congress : 

That  they  have  the  ordering  and  directing  the  destination  of  all  sliips  and 
vessels  of  war ;  that  they  superintend  and  direct  such  navy  boards  as  are 
BOW  Mteblished  or  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  established  bf  Congreis} 
cause  fair  entries  to  be  made  and  proper  aecoonts  kept  of  all  business  trans- 
acted  bj  them ;  examine  the  accounts  of  the  several  navy  boards,  and  all 
agents  and  other  persons  who  have  transacted  or  may  transact  any  business 
relative  te  the  marine  department,  where  such  accounts  have  not  been 
finally  settled  ;  report  the  same  to  Congress,  and  make  proper  entries  in 
their  books,  so  that  the  whole  matters  may  be  comprehended  in  one  view;  i 
keep  an  alpliabctical  and  accurate  register  of  the  names  of  all  officers  of  I 
the  navy  in  the  service  of  the  UnitecfStates,  with  their  rarik  atid  the  date 
of  their  commissions,  which  commissions  shall  be  signed  by  the  president  of 
Congress  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  to  the  said  board  ol  admiralty; 
publish  annually  a  register  of  all  appointments ;  obtain  regular  and  exaet 
returns  of  all  warlike-stores,  clothing,  provisions  and  all  other  necessary 
articles  belonging  to  the  marine  department;  take  the  care  and  direction  of 
alt  marine  prisoners;  execute  all  such  matters  as  shall  be  directed,  and 
give  their  opinion  on-all  such  subiects  as  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  Con- 
gress, or  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  better  retaliation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and  in  general  to  superintend  and 
direct  all  the  branches  of  the  marine  department : 

That  the  said  board  shall  sit  in  the  place  where  Congrcijs  shall  be  held, 
and  no  member  of  the  bctard  blia,U  absent  himseU  without  leave  of  Congress, 
or  the  committee  of  the  states  in  the  recess  of  Congress ; 

That  all  the  proceedings  of  Ae  said  board  ihall  be  inspected  by  Con^^sSi 
or  a  committee  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose,  as  often  as  mar  be 
thought  proper  and  convenient;  and  every  member  of  Congress  may  hav^ 
free  access  to  the  records  and  papors  of  the  said  board,  excepligg  such  as 
are  in  thek  nature  secret : 
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•  Wtun  ikAvj  antQ  miring  ilftccM  tad  oth«r«Ueailing  upon  or  cwmected 
^iMi-fhe  ttdmirftlty  departmeift,  be,  aad  thej  are  hmbj  re«ytred  and  eft- 
jouMl  'to'tbMre'the  directicnt  of  tlm  laid  boln-d  in  all  dach  other  matters 
tMty  maj^^  'direeied>  or  may  tend  to  facilitate  the  haaifiiiaa  of  the  de- 
partment* 

Resolved^  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  three  commissioners  who  eholl 
ewdnet  the  business  of  the  boerd  of  admiralty,  be  14,000  dollars  per  aii- 
]|iiBi»and  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  said  board  be  10,000  dollars  per 
antt^ro;  saM salaries  lobe  atmually,  or  oftener  if  Cone;rehS  shall  judge  it 
eipedient,  revised  and  altered  agreeably  to  th&  appreciation  of  the  conti- 
nental ciirreacy. 

FRIDAY,  0(^&er  d9, 1779. 

* 

A  memorial  from  major  W  itldershcime  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  tliat  they  pro- 
vide major  Widdersheime  with  a. passage  to <Biirope  by  the  first  opportunity. 

€ongress  took  into  conaideratioii  the  .report  of  the  committee  on  the  me- 
moriai  of  0eopge  Meraan,  andtthe^petitioii  of  William  Trent : 

llte'debcte,  a  moSoa  waKmade'by  Mr..Blercer»  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris* ' 
lktihfrrMft.be  re-^MmittdL 

(Hi  whicn  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Oriffin*  tiie  v^rt  he- 
ntaa  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  were  refemd  the  memorial  of  G.  Morgan  and  the 
peti^enof  WiUiam  TrcAit,  bes;  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  read  over  and 
considered  the  state  of  facts  given  in  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  and  can- 
not find  any  siich  distinction  between  the  question  ofthe  jurii3ictionofCon> 
ffreas,  and  the  merits  of  the  cause,  as  to  recommend  any  decision  upon  the 
Irst  separately  from  the  last;  that  they  recommend  to  Congress  the  follow-  ^ 
ing  resolution,  that,  considering  the  present  incomplete  state  of  the  confe- ' 
deration,  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  every  other  state 
in  similar  circumstances,  to  suspend  the  sale,  grant,  or  settlement  of  any 
laad  unappropriated  at  the  time  of  the  declariitioa  oi  independence,  until  th.e 
conclusion  of  the  war. 

Defaware, 


N^Umpskire^  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon 
Muemt-Bagt  Mr*  Oeny» 

Holten 

Jlhde-Ishiuly  Mr.  Merchant, 
OmecUcutf     Mr.  Slicrinan, 

Huntiiigtun* 

•Vev^Foflfe^      Mr.  Morris, 
A'dMSMty^     Mr.  Wlthcrspoon 

Sc  udder, 

IloUiilOll, 

Mr*  Wjnkoi^ 


no 


no 
no 

no  Vno 

no  J 
ao  \  no 
no) 

v>* 

no 
no 
no 
no  yno 


no 


S.'Carolina, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbe^ 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhugliy 

Mr.  Hamet^ 
Hewes, 
SLarpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


no  ^no 


8sit  jmssed  in  the  negative. 

SATURDAY,  Oetober  SO,  1779. 

The  eoiiimittee'OU4be  Ireasury^bmight  In  a  report ;  Wberennon, 
^esohtd,  Tbat  the  managers  be  directed  to  make  sale4»f  tne  tickelB'of 
the  third  cites  df  the  ^tottery  of  the  United  States  withont  4elay,  that  the 
^iravine  thereof  commence  the  first  of  March  next,  and  be  eompleted  as  soon 
«s  may  be,  and  that  the  tickets  then  vnseid  be  ther*pn^ty  and  at  the  risqne 

ofthe  said  states. 

Umlved,  That  loan-office  certificates  of  the  follovring  denominationS| 
bearing  an  interest  of  six^r  centum  per  annum,  be  struck,  under  the  direc* 
,^oa  ot  the  board  of  treasury,  to  be  issued  to  such  fortunate  adventurers  In 
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the  seconci  cla8s  as  may  be  entitled  to  and  apply  for  tlie  same  ;  arid  that  the 
said  certificates  be  dated  at  the  time  of  finishing  the  drawing  of  the  said  cla^ 
and  made  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  their  date,  viz..  18  certifi- 
cates of  5000  dollars  each,  90.000  dollars ;  100  certificates  of  1000  dolUn 
each*  lOOtOOO  dollars ;  8S0  certificates  of  500  dollars  each,  410,000  dsUan; 
amootftiiig  to  600.000  dollar*. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Facai,  seconded  bj  Mr*  Plaier*  in  the  IbUsv* 


ing:  words; 


^  Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress  that  the  opening  the  land-office  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  lands  unappropriated  at  the  time 
independence  was  declared,  has  produced  much  iineasincss,  dispute  vend  con- 
troversy, and  gi'Catly  weakened  these  United  States  by  the  emigrations  oi 
their  inhabitants  to  parts  remote  from  defence  against  the  common  enemy; 
Resolved,  tlierefoie,  that  it  be  earuesUy  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia to  ve-consider  tiieir  late  act  of  assemblj  for  opening  their  lattd«slkei 
and  that  it  be  recemmended  to  the  said  state,  and  all  otner  states  nnllidf 
circnmstaneed,  to  forbear  setttiiy  or  issuing  warrants  for  snch  nnqipropriated 
lands  or  granting  the  same  during  the  continuance  of  tiie  present  war 

The  resolution  was  taken  into  consideratiout  and  a  division  being  cilled 
for,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  as  far  as  '*  land-office/'  it* 
clusiYe,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Griffin, 


K'Baapthut,  ilr.  Peabody, 

Langdoiit 

Mim*4tit'£ay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovd^ 
Holt  en, 
"  Pttridg-e, 

Mhode-Islatui,   Mr.  Marchoiit, 

CM^mHemt,    Mr.  Shernuui, 

T{untington» 
lioot, 

JSTrtv-Vorkp       Mr.  Moms, 

Lewifl^ 

HtwJemy,     Mr.  Withcrspooq, 

Scudder, 

.     '      .  ^^^^^ 

HOOfifllly 


ay 


ay  >ay 

syUy 

ayi 


ayf 
ay  I 
ay 


ay 


Pauujflvama,  Mr 

Mainland, 

Firgima, 
N.'CaroUiUh 


Senile, 
Muhlenbeig^ 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Forbes, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhu^hy 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Sharpe, 
Ifr,  MatthewsL 


Vf 


ay 

no) 
naVns 

no,J 
uo 
no 


u 

>II0 

I 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr*  Morris,  seconded  by  ^r.  Shar;^ 
strike  out  the  words   and  all  other  states  similarly  circumstanced*^ 

And  on  the  question,  shall  those  words  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr*  Morris, 


NtuyOm^Jmt,  Mr. 


Rhode-Island, 


♦ 

BJ^M  Rna**f 


Pcahody, 
[.ang-don, 
>L'.  Gerrv, 
Lovell^ 
Holten, 
Patridg-e, 
Mr.  Marcbant, 
Mr.  Shernian^ 

Huntington,  ay  W 
Root,  ay j 
Mr.  Moms.        no  7 
.   LenHf,  ayj 
Mr.  'WitherspoQDfay^ 
Scudder,      ay  L 
'Fell,  Kyr^ 

ayJ 


div. 


Maryland, 
FirginiOf 


Mr.^Seaile,  ay 
Muhlenbeig,  ay 

Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Forbes, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  Grifiin, 
Mercer, 

Fitzhiigl^ 
Mr.  Hnmctt,  J 
hharpc. 


ay-\ 

ay  > 
ayl 

»y^ay 

ay3 

no  J 


Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  affirmative.  , 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the^  latter  clause  as  it  stands ;  resolved  in  the 
affirmative* 
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i»aH«ii  of  Mr.  Morris,  leconded  by  Mr*  Sherman^ 
Bmiked,  That  the  considiMtion  of  the  Dreamble     postponed*  . 

•  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
'  Rmlvedy  That  the  following  preamble  be  adopted  : 

"Whereas  the  appropriation  ot  vacant  lands  by  the  several  states,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  tUe  opinion  of  Congress,  be  attended 
with  great  mischiefs  ;  therefore." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  preamble,  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required 
bj  Mr.  Griffin, 

PmnsylmmOi  Mr.  Seade,  ' 

IfuUc^berg^ 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 


ay 


ay 


Maryland, 


-  Forbes, 


Virgil 

JST.'CarcUna^ 


Mr,  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnett^ 
Shaipe, 

Mr.  Mattbews, 


%\^- 

ayj 

no  ^Qo 
no  J 
no? 


K'Bmpshirc,  Mr.  Peabody, 
'    *  Langdon, 
Mu^Hlt'Maiff  Mr.  Gerry, 

Level], 

•  .  Molten, 

.  Patridge, 
Mkm'IaUmdt   Mr.  Marchant, 
(Saimeelicutt     Mr.  Huntington, 

*  ^  Sherman, 

Root, 

Mm^TmK      Mr.  Morris, 

Lewis, 

Ilkw^Jerstyf      Mr.  WitluTspoon,  ay 

Scudder,  ay 
Fell,  ay 
Houston,  ay 

So  it  was?  resolved  as  follows  : 

Whereas  tfie  appropriation  of  vacant  lands  by  the  several  states  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  be  attended 
with  great  mischiefs  ;  therefore,  » 

'Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  to 
re-consider  their  late  act  of  assembly  for  opening  their  land-office  ;aQd  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  said  state,  and  all  other  states  similarly  circum- 
stanced, to  foiiiear  settling  or  iasning  warrants  for  unappropriated  lands,  or 
granting  the  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war. 

MONDAY,  J>rovember  1, 1779. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came 

to  the  following  resolution  r 

Lieetenant-colonel  J.  Connolly  having  made  frequent  applications  to  be 
liberated  and  exdianged;  tberetWe,  iu  cousideratioa  of  his  long  captivity 
ttd  confinement, 

MuoMk  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  authorigfied  toTex- 
change  lieutenaiit-ooloiiel  J.  Ctaittoll^  for  any  Ueutenant-eolonel  of  the  army 
of  this  United  States,  who  is  now  pnsoner  to  the  enemy. 

THURSDAY,  JVat?em/  ^r  4,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  October,  1779,  from  governor  Livingston,  was 
read,  enclosing  an  account  of  expefiies  in  carrying  into  execution  the  reso- 
lution of  the  9th  of  July  last : 

Resolved^  That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  president  to  liis  excellency 
^vemor  Livingston,  expressing  the  satisfaction  of  Congress  at  his  conduct 
in  carrying  into  efiect  their  resolution  ot  the*9th  of  July  last. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  John  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  in 
^e  main  army,  was  read,  requesting  leave,  on  account  of  bis  weak  stale  of 
health,  to  remn  1 

Resolvedp  That  his  resignation  be  ncceptod*  and  that  the  letter  bcrrefeited 
to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  October,  from  Thadeus  Benedict,  was  ready  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  Dr.  Forster ; 
V0L.IIL  49 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be  | 
directed  to  cause  such  proceedings  to  be  haii  thereon,  as  that  the  chai|et 
alluded  to  in  it  be  speedily  enquired  into  and  justice  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  transmit  to  the  comraamler  iu 
chief  the  memorial  of  Tliadeus  Benedict  and  others,  against  i>r.  For8ter,aiid 
sucfi  other  papers  as  they  may  have  respecting  that  matter. 

A  petition  of  John  Bmes,  waa  read;  Whereupon, 

Coi^ress  tbok  into  eoneideration  ncoceiedings  of  a  eoQrt*>Mrti|l  for 
the  tnal  ef  John  Bmes,  which  were  laid  before  them  by  the  narioeoMi* 
fldlUe I  end,  thereupon, 

Jteofeeii,  That  tmit  part  of  the  lentenee  of  the  eottrt-martial  wbich  c* 
dera  the  said  John  Kmes  to  be  banished,  be  W  aside^  and  that  in  cemUlii- 
iitin  ef  his  long  coniaeaient»  the  whole  of  the  stripes  order^sd  to  be  inttefed 
npoB  him  be  remittedi  and  that  the  said  John  be  disGhaf]ged  from  his  pre* 
sent  imprisonment* 

FRIDAY,  yyavember  5,  1779L 

Rmolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  present  committee  on  thetm- 
snrjv  in  the  reem  of  Mr.  Hewes»  whose  health  wili  not  admit  his  atteadiiicei 
the  member  chosen,  Mr*  Sharpe. 

Besolvedt  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  u- 
perintend  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  and  commissaiy-gcatnl'l 
tim  membws  chosen,  Mr*  Wjnkoop  and  Mr*  Forbes* 

SATURDAY,  A^ovember  6.  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  general  Washington, 
with  an  application  in  favour  of  captain-lieutenant  VandykCf  bcougi^  in  i 
report;  \V hereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  captain-lieutenant  Vandyke,  of  the  artillery,  have  lesTt 
of  absence  for  eight  months;  that  agreeably  to  his  intentions  he  maj  t^kta 
voyage  to  sea,  this  being  judged  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  his  health) 
appears  by  certificates  produced  to  Congress. 

MaKDAT,  Mvmtber  8, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  colonel  Broadhead,  at  Pittsburgh,  was  reiJi 
informing  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  from  Yoghiagania  and  Ohio  co»o 
had  cros^  the  Ohio  and  made  small  improvements  on  the  Indians'  iandfi 
the  river  Mttskinnim  to  Fort-M'Intosh,  and  SO  miles  up  the  branches  sf 
OUe  fiver;  end  Suit  he  had  oiderad  the  trespassers  te  be  appreheedsdio^ 
the  hets  to  be  deetnnred :  I 

Orikndf  That  a  fetter  he  written  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  cmInU 
a  copy  oi  colonel  Breedhead^s  letter,  and  reqnesting  his  eioeUeni^ te4M 
vonr  to  prevent  a  repetiiion  <tf  the  trespasses  mentioned  in  it*  1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthew^,  seconded  by  Mr.  Merrfo,  J 

jRe$9hed,  That  the  late  and  former  presidents  of  C^gress,  be  desired  li 
lodge,  as  soon  as  they  copveniently  can,  in  the  secretary's  office,  copief  i 
eU  pMie  letters  bj  tbem  respectively  written  during  tfaur  presidentiii^ 

TUESDAY,  J^ovember  9, 1779. 

Consress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  board  of  inmrjy 
agreeable  to  the  ordinance  for  establishing  that  board  ;  and,  the  ballots  bctdl 
taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen:  Mr.  Ezekbl  FisfemaD,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  commissioners  of 'the  board  ef  traasury;  Mr 
chael  Hillegas,  treasurer ;  Mr.  James  Million,  auditor-general;  Mr.  io^^-f 
bourse,  assistant  auditor  general ;  Mr.  Robert  Troup,  secretary  of  the 
board  of  ti  easury ;  Mr.  William  Govett,  Mr.  Resolve  Smidi,  Mr.  IViliuV] 
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QeddMy  Mr.  Jolm  D.  Mtpoicr*  Mr.  Rloaier  M<^lib  Mr.  Nithuuel  Mua- 
M,  e»fiimtsftioiieri  tt^ehanlNlw  of  ifwmi^tt}  Mr;  John  liHIeMtott*  Mr« 
'Wiiliam  RamMj,  clerks  of  the  chambers  of  accounts ;  Mr.  Jract  JokMOll* 
Mr.  Joseph  Howell,  Bir.  Bedlow,  Mr.  Felix  Vartoj,  Mr.  Alexittifer  F<Mrler^ 
ittditort  ofthe  armj. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  for  the  board  of  treftsii- 
rj and)  the  ballots  being  taken«  Mr.  ii«mstoii  aad  Mr.  Sbiurpe  wese  ^eeen. 

. '    '       WEDNESD  A  V,  mvemher  10,  1 779.  '  ... 

Confess  bcinor  informt d  thut  Mr.  J.  Hewes,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the 
state  0?  Nor  til -Carolina,  died  lids  moiuing,  and  that  it  is  prupo&ed  to  inter 
him  to-morrow  evening :      '  .  ' 

Resolved,  That  Coi^reM  will,,  in  i.  bedy^  attend  the  funeriJ  te-morrew 
evening,  at  three  e'cloek,  with  a  crepe  round  the  left  erm,  and  will  etitttiiuie 
in  mcmniiiig  for  the  space  of  one  month  t 

S$tofvtip  That  Mr*  Hemeit.  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.  Griffin,  Im a  commitiee 
to  sttpenntend  the  funeral,  and  that  the  KevtMr.  White,  the  attending  chap^ 
lain,  be  notified  to  officiate  on  the  occasion.  « 

OrdpTpdy  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  invite  t^e  general  assem- 
bly and  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  ot  i^ennsylvania,  the  • 

minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  other  {persons  of  diatinatian,nuw  \vl 
town,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett,  that 
three  of  the  iri^^ates  now  at  Boston  be  ordered  by  the  marine  committee  to  - 
.proceed.immediatelj  fof  Charleaton,  Sonth^Camlina,  there  to  be  under  the 
direetien  ef  the  commanding  officer  for  the  time  being,  in  the  loutbern  de- 
partment, until  fnrther  ordeni  s  ' 

On  the  qnettien  to  agree  to  thia  motion,  tiie  jeaa  and  aajs  being  reqiiired 
hgrMr^Gerry, 

X.-Hampshirej  Mr.  PeabodjT,       »y  W    fVwMyfciaiiia,  Ifr.  Atl^  ay>  . 

Muifat^Mmtft  Mr.  Geny,         «  no  >  Muhlenberg',    ay  f  ay . 

1-oveU,  a>r  Wynkoop,.      ay  3 

JSude-L^nd,  Mr.  Mirchant^  ay  )»ay  Uelmoan^  '  Str.  H*KeMi|  ay  >^y 
CtmeeHcuim     Mr.  Huntington,    ay  >       Man/km^      Mr.  Plater,  ay  >  ... 

^  Koot,  ayj*y  Forbes,  noj"'^', 

New-YitrJc,       Mr.  Lewis,  »y    ♦      Fir^nia,         Mr.  Uriifui,  r* 

UkuhJerte^,     Mr.  Scudder,        ^X^av    N'-Oofiratinaf     Mr.  Harnett,  *^\tLv 

HouslOl^        *yi  .  Sliarpe^        .  > 

SAimllitta,    Mr.  MatUieir^  «y>ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  ^  ' 

Resolvedy  That  a  naember  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  conrea- 
pond  with  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  copy  of  the  proceeding  of  a  conventiun  of  comnuttees  from  the  fife 
eastern  states,  met  at  Hartford  for  the  regulation  of  prices,  and 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  October,  from  the  gener^ii  assembly  of  New-York, 
were  read :  '  -  , 

Ordered,  Xliat  they  be  refenred  to  Ae  comnuttte  on  the  representation 
Tom  the  legifllatnre  of  the  state  of  New-Jersej. 

Raohedf  That  Blr.  Griffin,  membec  for  the  atate  of  Virginia,  be  added  to 
the  committee  on  the  representation  from  the  leg^tnre  of  the  atate  of 
Hew-Jersey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Mercer. 

J^esolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  treasury  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
thu  duties  formerly  enjoined  them,  until  a  board,  on  the  new  establish- 
meatf  be  formed  aiid  ready  to  proceed  to  business. , 

THURSDAY.  JVovemfter  li,  1779. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  J^^aurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  HoUen^ 

r 
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Mr*  Hanitf^-aBd  Mr.  ITitBhogh,  appointed  to  correaprndwith  the  comnand'* 
iag  officer  m  the  sontheni  department,  and  to  whom  were  referred  die  let- 
Mi  of  the  2Sd  of  October  last,  from  raa|or-genoral  Lincoln,  brongfit  in  a  re* 

port ;  WhereupoD, 

Mesolvedt  That  gen.  Washington  order  the  North-Carolina  troopi,  and 
such  others  as  may  be  conveniently  spaced  from  his  armj*  to  Reinforce  gui. 

lincoln  without  tlelay. 

Pesolvedf  That  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  be  assured  of  th*^ 
attention  of  Cotigress  to  their  preservation,  and  be  requested  to  make  those 
exertions  in  their  own  defence  recommended  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
of  the  9th  and  29th  ol  March  last,  for  tilling  up  the  continental  army,  aadto 
provide  that  the  militia  of  the  said  states,  when  called  into  service,  sbatl  k 
eeijeet  totheoontinentil  articles  of  ivnr,  in  like  auumer  witb  the-sHlitiaof 
ether  elMiei. 

Metolved,  That  the  governors  of  Virginia  and  North -Carolina  be  again  re- 
anesled  to  use  their  ntroosteiertions  to  have  the  whole  of  the  troops  oidend 
from  their  respective  states,  sent  forward  without  loss  of  time  te  jmn  geaeiit 
Lincoln's  army,  and  that  the  troope  be  ordered  awaj  as  tbej  can,  from  tfane 

■to  time,  be  collected. 

Fesnlv<^df  That  gen.  Lincoln  be  directed  to  cause  a  court  of  enquiry  tobe 
beid  on  bngadier-geueral  8cott,  for  disobedience  of  tlie  orders  of  CoD^reisaf 
the  27th  of  July  last. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  Fhiladel|jhia  be  order- 
ed to  procure  a  proper  vess^,  and  immediately  to  transport  the  mUitaij 
stores  ordered  and  now  in  readiness  for  the  state  of  ^ontli-CarellM. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovember  12, 1779. 
.   Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  ^  the  cewmittee,  consistioeof 
Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  nca^  on  the  memorial  of  colonel 

Falfrey  t  " 
The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  being  read  • 
"  That  W.  Pali  rev,  pay -master  ceoeraly  as  a  further  conipensatifin  of  Iw 
pastserviceii,  be  allowed  tne  sum  oi  thousand  dollars 

•  A  motion  was  made  hj  Mr.  Fell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eoot,  to  till  the  blmi 
with "  twenty -live:"  ,  ^  •  . 

On  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  beii^  required  by  Mr.  Forbes,  ' 


N.-Hamjuhirei  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdoi^ 
MSmftttB'Ma^  Mr.  Gerry, 

J, o  veil, 
Jloltcu, 

J?AMfe-/«la»4  Ifr.  Marchant, 
Qoimeetkuit    Mr.  ifunting^ton, 

Shcrnuw, 
iioot. 


no  5 

ay^ 

ay3 

no  )>no 

no  C  no 
ayi 


^evf-Jersei/,      Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
Houstcm, 
Penmykama,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Mr,  Dickinson, 

M<Kean, 
Jiikr.  i^iater^ 

Mr.  Harnett^ 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  MatOiews, 


Delauate, 

MoJ-yiaiidt 


.no 


-no 


:ive. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negati 
A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett^  tUt 
tlie  blank  be  tilled  with  "  twenty." 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Peabody, 

LangdoD, 

litmftUt'St^  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU, 
Holten, 


ay 
no 


div. 


ay  7 

ay  say 
ay3 


Rhode-hland^     Mr.  March  <nt, 
Cofmedkui,      Mr.  Huntington 

Root, 

Nwi^Yarih        Mr.  Morris, . 

Lewi8»- 


no  Vdo 
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,  Fell, 

Houston,  _ 

Fmtisyhania,    Hr.  Atlee,  ay"^ 

'         MuUenbeii^  i^oV-ay 


Jklmbmt,         Mr.  0ielDwoii, 

M'Kcaiv 
Mea^land,        Mr.  Pkter, 

Forbes^ 
.Y.-Oaro2ma»     Mr.' Harnett^ 

^.-CMmm^      Mr.Mattii«ir%  no 


no  >4io 


So  itwii  resolved  that  WinUm  Falfrej,  esq.  ptj-master-gdiieral,  as  a 
further  compeMfttion  for  kit  past  services  be  allsved  the  sun  of  SfifiQQ 

dollars. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  pay-mnstci:  g;eTi- 
era!  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  14,000  dol- 
lars per  annum  :  , 

That  so  much*  of  the  memorial  of  colonel  Palfrey,  of  the  29th  of  Sfflp- 
tember  last,  as  relates  to  the  deputy  pa7-ma8;ters-geDeral,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  tromr  j. 

Congress  resumed  the  considention  of  a  report  of  the  board  of  troanurj^* 
which  was  postponed  on  the  6th  iastant ;  uid,  thereupon, 

Eesolvedt  That  each  of  the  comnissioners  of  Hie  board  of  war^  not  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  be  allowed  14,000  dollars  per  aoDOiiitand  each  of  tko 

commissioners  of  the  navy-board,  1  2,000  dollars  per  annum  :  the  secretary 
to  the  board  of  war,  10,0U0  doUars  ;  and  each  of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  Congress  and  of  the  board  of  war,  7000  dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  aforesaid  be  aniiuaUy  or  oiiener,  as  Congress 
shall  judge  it  expedient,  revised  and  altered  ^c^ording  to  the  appreciation 
of  the  continental  currency.  '  . 

Resolved,  That  regimental  pay-masters,  not  being  of  the  rank  of  cap- 
toiS)  quarter*iiiaBter9  and  adjutants,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  si^bsts- 
tenco  money  as  is  allowid  to  captains  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1811^  of 
Aiumst  last ;  this  subsistence  to  commence  on  tiiatday. 

SisolvedfThtLt  the  eleven  companies  of  artificers,  raised  by  the  quarter* 
master-goneral,  be  reformed,  and  incorporated  and  arranged  in  such  manner 
as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  deem  proper  : 

•  That  when  such  arrangement  shall  have  been  made,  and  the  same  be 
transmitted  to  the  board  of  war,  to  the  ir;tent  the  officers  may  receive  their 
euiumissions,  which  shall  entitle  them  to  rank  only  in  their  own  corps,  and 
enable  them  to  hold  Tegmental  courts-martial  in  cases  that  concern  their  own 
corps  only,  and  are  uaually  cognizable  by  regimental  courl^-maiiial  of  the 

That  the  officers  and  men  of  the  said  corps  be  considered  at  part  of  the 

auotas  of  the  80  battaliohs  as  apportioned  on  the  several  states  to  which 
iey  respectively  belong. 

Un  motion  of*^  Mr.  Mattheirs,  seconded  by  Mr*  Morris, 
Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered,  if  they  judseit  pro- 
per, to  discharge  the  vessel  which  they  were  directed  to  take  up  and  employ 
as  a  prison-ship* 

SATURDAY,  J^ovemhf'v  ir>,  1779*. 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  a  deleo^ate  for  the  state  ol  Pennsylvania,  laid  before 
Congress  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  for  the  said  state,  which  were  read  ; 
whereby  it  appears,  that  the  general  assembly  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
five  persons  to  serve  the,8tate  m  Congress ;  and  the  election  being  taken  by 
ballot,  John  AnnstroM,  James  Searfe,  Frederick  Muhlenberg,  Jamer^ 
M<Clene»  and  William  ohippen*  senior,  esqrs*  were  duty  elec^eo*  and  de* 
dared  aQcbrdingty. 

#  A  ietter»  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read»  reqnetting 

•  lme»  onacoeniiiof  his  ill  state  <of  Ee«Ub>  to  redr» from  the  service: 
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Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Htmett, 
*'  that  the  resignation  of  major-general  Sullivan  be  not  accepted,  but  that  be 
have  leave  to  retire 'from  the  service  as  long  as  he  shall  judge  it  expedieiU 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health  "  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Morris,  seconded     Hr*  Blattfcew^  that  the 
foregoing  letter  and  motion  be  referred  to  m  committee  of  tlMree'} 
On  wuck  the  yeas  «id  nays  Mag  required^  Mr.  Serty, 

NewJertey,       Mr.  Scudder,      vf  \ 

FeD,    .  ay 
HoustOD,  ay] 
Peruuyhania,    Mr.  Muhlenberg^  *y)*7 
Delaware,         Mr.  M'Keaii»       ay  )iy 
Maryland^        Mr.  Plater, 


N^HampMret  llr.Peabody,  b^vbo 

langdon,  no5 

Mmt^aM$&^t  Ifr.Geny*  no^ 

Lovell,  no  J,. 

Holten,  ay  r"^* 

Patridge,  ay J 


Vofiie^ 

N.-Cmdbm9     Mr.  Hamet^ 

Sharpe,        ay  5^' 
iS.-Canimop    '  Mr,  MatUiew%  ay^ 


MktMtaad^    Hb.  Mtrdnn^  *  ay  >ay 

CWiiMcririfft      Ht*  Huntingtai^  aj]^ 

Shernum,  ay  ^  ay 

Koot,  ay  3 
Ncof-Yorky        Mr.  Morris, 

Lewia,  ayS^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  seconded  hj  Mr*  Morris, 
'  Absolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  mfbrmed^  that  major-|;enend  I1iili|i 
and  brigadier-general  Reidesel,  wiOi  their  fiunilies,  are  permitted  to  rncsed 
ilo  New- York  on  parole ;  and  tiiat  they  take  nece^ary  measnres  to  lorMrf 
them  immediately. 

RmeiM^  Tkat  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  giving  aadieneetsAt 
hon.  chevalier  de  la  Lnxeme,  minister  plenl^rteotiaiy  of  hu  mart  Chririaf 
andesty. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  wait  upon  the  Iss. 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzeme,  and  conduct  Inm  to  the  andience:  no  Bimsicrl 

chosen,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treasoifii 
the  room  of  Mr.  Wynkoop :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Muhlenben;. 

Resolved,  That  the  door  of  the  Congress  diamber  be  open  duriD^  the 
audience  to  be  given  to  the  miaister  pleoipotcatiary  of  his  most  Chiute 
majesty. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  inform  tbe 
president  and  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  speaker  and  assembly  of 
the  said  state,  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christan  majesty 
the  king  of  France,  will  receive  his  audience  of  Congress  on  Wednesday 
next,  at  twelve  o'clock;  when  the  doors  of  the,  Congress  chamber  will  be 
opened. 

•  Resolved,  That  each  member  of  Congress  may  give  two  tickets  for  the 
admittance  of  other  persons  to  the  audience,  and  that  no  person,  except 
those  specified  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  admitted  without  such  a 
ticket,  or  a  ticket  signed  by  the  members  appointed  to  introduce  the  miaister 
to  Congress. 

MONDAY,  Mvember  15,  1779« 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey^  pay-master  general,  wss  mii 

Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-mester  g^eral,  have  leave  of  shseice 

to  visit  his  family.  * 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

«  Whereas  it  may  be  highly  injurious  to  the  interest  of  these  United 

States,  to  permit  candidates  for  pnbUc  offices  to  Yote  in  or  otli^rweys  tsia- 
ence  their  own  elections ;  ^ 
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ibso/r^t/>  Thftt  Congress  wUl  xiot  appoint  an  J  member  tbemf  durU^ 
time  of  his  sitting,  or  within  six  months  after  he  shall  have  been  in  Congress^ 
to  any  office  under  the  said  states  for  which  he  or  any  other  for  hii  benefil 
may  receive  any  salary,  fees  or  other  emolument." 

On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Forbes,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Morris,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


N,-Hmp9hiret  Ifr.  Peabody, 

Langdon, 

Matft^Bayt  Mr.  Gerry, 

LiOvell, 


CTVMflM'flillff 


Holten, 
Patridge, 
M!r.  Htlntingtoii, 

Sherman, 
|fir.  MoiTis, 
Lewis, 


Maryland, 

S.-Cas'oUna^ 


Ml'.  ScudderA 

FeU, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mulenberg", 
Shippen, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Focbei^ 
Mr.Hametl^ 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  MatUicws, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Mar- 
chant,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain  Charles  de  Frey,  brought 
in  ft  report ;  Whereupon^ 

Bmimip  That  captnin  Chftrici  de  Frcj  have  leave  of  afaMce  foir  eiglit 

MMMlthBi 

TUESDAY,  JVor^mfcer  16,  1779. 

Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Yorkyaltended«  and 
produced  a  notification  of  his  appointment,  which  was  read. 

The  marine  committee  having  communicated  to  Congress  a  paragraph  of 
a  letter  from  J.  Beatty,  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  informing,  that 
there  are  some  Spaniards  on  board  the  prison-ship  at  New-York,  wnose  ne- 
cessities call  for  our  support;"  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners  be  directed,  until 
^  further  order  of  Congress,  to  make  the  same  provision  for  the  Spanish 

Cisonen  in  Ne«r-Totk  at  Is  nade  for  tbt  priaooen  dt  the  United  Statesi. 
eping  a  separate  acconnt, thereof.. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mercery  Mr.  HoosteD,  Mr.  Sherman* 
Mr,  iMies,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  jreferred  a  letter 
of  the  21st  of  September  last*  from  the  conncU  of  Maasacbasetti-Baj*  report 

the  following  resolution : 

That  although  Congress  have  the  highest  sense  of  the  zeal  and  exertions 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  the  common  cause,  and  are  at  all  times 
disposed  to  give  them  every  possible  proof  thereof,  yet  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  general  treasury,  and  from  the  pressing  necessity  of  a  full  and 
punctual  payment  of  the  taxes  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  their 
reqaest  to  retain  the  6,000,000  of  dollars  mentioned  in  their  letter  of  the 
•ftlst  ef  &e|rtsmher  last,  caooot  be  complied  with*" 

On  the  queitioti  to  agree  to  the  said  resolntum^  the  jeas  and  najs  bdsf 
fsipdred  hjr'Mr^  Gerry, 

iViuNfirM^     Mr.  Soiiddtr^        ay  > 

ay  5  *y 

Zh.- 

ay  J^ay 

%W 

Mr>ay 


Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon^ 
Mau*9U9'Bay9  Mr.  Geiry, 

lioveil, 

Patridge, 
CmneetieiU,    Ifr.  Huntinglon, 

Sherman, 

JV>9-r«r!fe>,      Mr.  Schuyler, 
.  .  Lewis, 


Fell, 

Peitrujfivamat  Mr.  Seai  le, 

Delaware,       Mr.  M^Retiii 
Marglant^  Ifr.Phiteiv 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Grifiin, 
'nu,    Mr.  ftametl^ 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Mattheiir% 


yirgima. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affimative. 
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The  committee  on  tt^e  quarter-master  and  commttsarjr-veneral's  depart- 
ments, laid  t»efore  Congress  a  letter  of  the  Ut,  and  one  of  tfae9tfa»frMa  J; 
Wads  worth,  commiss:\rv -general  of  purchases;  Whereupon, 

IxeHolved,  That  the  rum  and  sutxar  bcIoni^iTi^;  to  the  public  be  delivered 
over  to  the  committee  on  the  coiumissarv  and  quarter  master  f^cneral'sd^ 
partments,  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  ai  thej  niaj,  ironi  time  to  time, 
direct,  excepting  such  parts  thereof  as  the  marine  committee  may  tiunknc- 
cessarj  for  the  use  of  the  continental  uavj.  ^ 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  waa  read  ;  Whereupon, 

MuAvii^  That  in  addition  to  the  snb-clothiers  appointed  br  firto^  of 
the  ordinaDce  of  the  8Sd  of  March,  irf9*  for  re(j;o1ating  the  clothing  de- 
partment! the  clothier-general,  with  the  approbation  of  theboafd  of  vtr 
and  the  commander  in  chief,  appoint  a  sub-clothier  to  receive  from  the 
clothier-neneral  and  the  several  sub-state-clothiers,  the  proportion  of  cloth- 
ing assigned  the  artillery,  cavalry,  artificers  and  corps  composed  of  troops 
from  different  state?,  arrording  to  the  general  estimate,  ana  to  cause  <»uch 
clothing  to  be  distributed  to  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the  several  corps 
aforesaid,  and  in  all  other  respects  to  govern  his  conduct  in  the  execution 
of  the  said  business  agreeably  to  the  regulation  of  Congress  of  the  £3tl  of 
March,  1779,  respecting  Uie  sub-clothiers. 

Heaolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  ttates  to  allow  the  corpi 
of  artificers  established  by  Con^^ress  the  ISth  inst  all  the  benefits  provided 
for  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  fine  of  their  quotas  of  the  continental  bttta- 
iionn,  except  the  half-paj : 

That  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps  of  artificers  Shalt  be  allowed  the 
same  pay  and  subsistence  as  a  lieutenant-colonel : 

That  the  allowance  of  pay,  subsistp!ice  and  clothing  of  the  other  officers 
and  men  of  the  said  artificer*,  be  the  same  with  tliatof  the  artillerj-&rti&- 
cers  under  the  command  of  colonel  B.  Flower.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  secretary  of  t^ongress  be  allo^ved  at  the  raU 
of  10,000  dollars  per  annum,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  secretary ;  and,  thebsllots 
Keing  taken,  Mr.  George  Bond  was  elected. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman^  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Dtddnsoo, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  i^th  of  October  last,  from  Dr.  J.  Mor- 
gan, brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  autliority  of  the  re- 
spective states,  upon  the  ajiplication  of  the  judn^e  advocate  for  that  purpose, 
to  grant  proper  writs  requiring  and  compellini;  tl;e  person  or  persons  whoste 
attertdance  shall  be  requested  b>'  the  said  judge,  to  appear  and  j^ive  testi- 
mony in  any  cause  depending  before  a  court-martial ;  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  vest  the  necessary  powers 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  in  their  executive  duthorities,  if  the  same  oe  not 
already  done. 

'   Uuolvedt  That  in  cases  not  capital  in  trisls  in  coitrts-martialydepositHMM  \ 
maj  be  given  in  evidence,  provided  the  prosecutor  and  person  accused  are  j 
present  at  the  taking  the  same.  | 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Langdon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resoh-edy  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized,  from  time  to  time, 
to  appoint  advocates  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  and  man^ng  the 
maritime  causes,  in  which  the  United  States  are  or  may  be  concerned.  / 
Ordered^  That  Mr.  Langdon  have  leave  of  absence.  j 

WEDNESDAY,  JVbvom^  ir,  17m 
Atcording  to  order,  the  honorable  cheviitierde  la  Luzerne,  minister  pleni- 
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potentiaij  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  was  introduced  to  an  audience  by 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  two  members  for  that  purpobe  appointed, 
and  being  seated  in  his  chair,  the  secretary  of  the  embassy  delivered  to 
the  president  a  letter  from  his  muat  Christian  majesty,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  translation :  ,  , 

To  our  very  dear  grc«t  Inendt  ind  allies  the  oreudeat  and  laembert  of  the  general  Congreia  of  ■ 

the  United  States  in  Noilh-Anusriaa : 

Very  dear,  great  friends  and  allies. 
The  bad  9tate  of  health  of  the  sieur  Gerard»  6ur  mlmster  plenipotea* 
tiMT  to  you,  having  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a  rocnl, 
we  have  made  choice  of  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a  colonel  in  our  service, 
to  supply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  be  agreeable  to  you, 
and  that  you  will  repose  entire  conliJence  in  him.  We  pray  you  to  give 
full  credit  to  all  he  shall  say  to  you  on  our  bchaU,  especially  when  he  shall 
assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  w  isihes  for  your  prosperity,  as  well  as  of  the 
constancy  of  our  adection  and  of  our  friendship  for  the  United  States'in  geii'. 
erai,  and  for  each  one  of  them  in  particular*  Wc  pray  God  to  keep  youyour 
my  dear,  great  friends  and  alUeSi  in  his  holy  protection. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally,  LOUIS. 
(Underneath)  GRAYIER  DE  YERQENNES. 

D^ne  at  Yersailles,  the  31st  of  May«  1779. 
The  minister  was  then  announced  to  the  liouse  ;  Whereupon  he  arose,  and 
addressed  Conjrress  in  a  speech,  which,  when  he  had  finished,  the  secretary 
tlelivered  i&  writing,  to       president^  and  of  whi^h  the  following isa  trans- 
lation : 

Gentlemen,  The  wisdom  and  courage  which  have  founded  your  republic  i 
the  prudence  which  presides  over  your  deliberations  ;  your  firmness  in  exe- 
cution ;  the  skill  and  valor  displayed  by  your  generals  and  soldiers,  during, 
the  course  of  the  war,  have  attracted  the  admiration  anfl  resard  of  the  whole 
world.  The  king,  my  master^  was  the  first  to  acknowledge  a  liberty  ac- 
quired amidst  so  many  perils  and  with  so  much  glory.  Since  treaties  dictated 
by  moderation,  have  fixed  upon  a  permanent  base  the  union  of  France  with 
the  American  republic^  his  majesty's  whole  conduct  must  have  demonstrated 
how  dearly  he  tenders  your  prosperity,  and  his  firm  resolution  to  maintain 
yniir  independence  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The  events  which  have 
successively  unfolded  themselves,  shew  the  wisdom  of  those  measures.  A 
puworftil  ally  hath  acknowledged  thejusti^^e  of  those  motives  whiclihad  com- 
pelled the  king  to  take  arms,  and  we  inav  reasonably  linpe  for  the  most  solid 
success,  from  the  operatious  ol  the  united  iieets.  The  naval  force  of  the  eu-, 
emy  h&th  been  diverted  from  your  continent.  Compelled  to  flee  to  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  possessions,  all  their  eiforts  have  been  too  feeble  to  pre- 
vent ovr  troops  from  conquering  a  considerable  part.  The  other  British  is- 
lands feared  the  same  lo^  when  the  French  general  stopped  the  current  of 
his  success,  to  seek  new  dangers  here.  In  conforming  to  his  majesty's  in- 
tentions, he  has  complied  with  his  own  inclinations,  the  desires  of  the  French 
and  the  request  of  the  Americans,  which  invited  him  to  join  his  arms  to 
those  of  your  republic.  Events  have  not  completely  answered  his  courage 
and  his  efforts,  but  his  blood  and  that  of  my  countrymen,  shed  in  a  cause  so 
dear  to  us,  hath  cemented  tl»e  b^ise  on  which  the  alliance  is  founded,  and 
impressed  on  it  a  character  as  indelible  as  are  all  those  by  which  it  is  already 
consecrated. 

That  alliance,  gentlemen^  becomes  dailr  more  indissoluble,  and  the.bene- 
ftts  which  the  two  nations  derive  from  it,  nave  given  it  the  most  perfect  con- 
sistence. The  relations  of  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  the  king,  my 
master,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United  States  continually,  mnl- 
tiply ;  and  we  may  alr^y  perceive  in  spite  of  those  obstacles  which  em- 
barrass the 'reciprocal  commuhicalion,  how  natural  it  is,  how  advantaceous 
Vol- in.  50 
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i|  will  be  ta  the  twoQationg  antl  all  who  participate  la  it^  and  hjvw  mochihe 
moBOpoiuung  spirit,  the  jealcMH  attention  and  prohibitorf  adioti  of  tka  cat- 
toy  to  jroor  ti*eedoa»»  havebeeii  prejudicial  tojoar  happinesa* 
It  if  QD^er  these  drcvraataiicea^  gefttlemeD,  that  the  king,  my  mtiti, 

hath  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  yea*  Tia 
have  seen  in  the  letter  which  I  had  just  now  tne  honor  to  deliver  from  kia^ 

fresh  assurances  of  hi?,  friendship.  I  consider  as  the  happiest  circumstance 
of  my  life,  a  mission  in  the  course  of  which  I  am  cerfain  of  fulfiHing  ttit 
daty  when  I  labour  for  your  prosperity  ;  and  1  felicitate  myself  upon  being 
sent  to  a  natiun  whose  interests  are  so  intimately  blended  with  our  own, 
that  I  can  be  useful  neither  to  France  nor  the  American  repubUc»  witiuNU 
rendering  myself  agreeable  both  to  tlie  one  and  to  the  other. 

It  was  certainly  desirable  that  tho  affairs  with  which  I  am  charged, had  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  that  enlightened  minister  wliom  I  succeed,  and 
whose  liealth  compels  him  to  return  to  France.  I  have  not  his  abilities, but 
like  lilm  I  have  an  unbounded  zeal  for  the  welikie  and  success  of  the  com- 
mon cause  ;  like  him  I  am  directed  to  concur  in  every  thing  which  can  be  use- 
ful or  agreeable  to  your  republic.  1  have  the  same  attacliment  (o  the  people, 
vou,  gentlemen^  represent,  and  the  same  ad uu ration  of  their  conduct  I 
nave  me  moat  fervent  wish  to  give  you  proofs  of  it,  and  I  hope  by  these  dtfi^ 
ent  titles  to  merit  joar confidence  and  vour  eateem. 

LE^CHEY.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
T»  wkidi  the  preeident  retomed  the  foUowinr  aaawer  t 
8n,  The  early  attentieii  of  eur  ||ood  friena  and  Mj  to  these  Untei 
Statea  ia  gratefullj  felt  bjr  all  thdr  virtiioiia  citizens ;  and  we  ahonU  be  u- 
Iklthfal  representativea  if  we  did  not  wannlj  acitnowledge  eveiy  iaeltaee 
of  hia  re^rd^and  take  ererj  opportnnHr  of  expressing  the  attachncatof 
onr  constitaents  to  treatiea  formea  upon  uie  purest  principles. 

His  most  Christian  majesty,  in  rendering  himself  protector  of-the 
rights  of  mankind,  became  entitled  to  assistance  from  the  friends  of  man. 
l^is  title  conld  not  but  be  recognized  by  a  monarch  whose  diadem  is  adoni- 
ed  with  equity  and  truth  :  that  monarch,  bj  joining  his  arms  to  those  of  (Hir 
great  ally,  hath*^iven  a  fatal  blow  to  the  common  enemy ;  and  from  the  jast- 
ness  of  tne  motives  which  unite  the  combined  fleets,  we  expect  the  most 
solid  benefits  will  crown  their  operations  ;  nor  can  we  doubt  that  other  pow- 
ers will  rejoice  to  see  that  haiij^htv  nation  humbled,  in  proportion  as  thejf 
have  been  insulted  by  lier  presumptuous  arrogance. 

We  well  know,  and  ail  the  world  must  acknowledge,  the  moderation  and 
friendship  of  the  most  Christian  king,  in  neglecting  conquests  which  court- 
ed his  acceptance  fur  the  benevolent  pleasure  of  succouring  his  allies.  In 
this,  as  in  every  other  instance,  we  perceive  his  strict  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  defensive  alliance.  We  are  sensible  of  the  zeal  of  the  French 
eeneral,  in  executiiig  his  majesty's  orders.  We  esteem  his  courage,  we 
lament  his  wounds,  untl  we  respect  that  generous  valour  which  haih  led 
your  countrymen  to  contend  with  ours  in  the  same  common  cause,  in  the 
8ame  field  of  glory.  A  nuble  emulation  u  hicli  hath  poured  out  the  blood  w 
the  two  nations,  and  mingled  it  together  as  a  ^acied  pledge  of  perpetatl 


union  ' 


The  consequences  which  have  followed  from  the  appearance  of  the  ^''^^ 
fleet  upon  eur  coasts,  particnlarlv  by  disconcerting  the  enemy's  ^nstn 
operationt  and  destroying  aconsiderule  part  of  their  nayal  forcei  dentoo- 
atrate  the  wisdom  or  mt  measnre.  That  thej  have  not  been  stiU  more 
beneficml^is  to  be  attribated  totheaeinddente  which  in  (he  hand  of  Omnipo- 
tence determine  all  httman  events:  but ovr disappointment  is compensateu 
by  reflecting  on  the  perfect  harmony  tliat  snbsistea  between  the  generals  aotl 
the  troops  m  the  two  nations. 
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The  protjpmvi  courie  of  the  ctmpaign  giv«t  a  pleasing  hope  tliat  the 
moment  of  peace  may  soon  arrive,  when  the  reciprocation  of  mutual  good 

offices  shall  amply  recompetice  our  mutual  labours  and  cares  ;  and  we  doubf 
not  but  in  that  motnent  the  commerce  betsvopii  tliii  allied  nations,  now  strug- 
gling under  j^reat  inconveniences,  will  shoot  forth  w!t)i  vigor  and  advantage,' 
and  happily  (iemonsuate  tiie  injaries  we  once  Budcred  train  the  restnuatsof 
our  enemies. 

•  WHile  we  lament*  sir,  the  loss  of  jovr  worthy  predecessor,  we  are  led 
fiM  rwr  persoftarcharftcter  to  the  pleasing  expectatbn  that  you  wUl  poa- 
8M§  thai  coBfidenee  and  esteem  whieh  he  ei^oyed.  They  are  due  to  the 
sematof  our  benefactor :  we  are  happy  in  his  choice,  and  being  thorough- 
Iv  convinced  of  the.  intimate  connexion  between  the  intereita  ud  views  of 
the  allied  nations,  we  cannot  but  persuade  oarselves  that  the  mora  attentive* 
lyyou  shall  perform  your  duty  to  your  sovereign,  and  the  mere  sedulously 
you  shali-guard  and  promote  tlie  welfare  of  your  country,  the  more  agree- 
able and  respectable  you  will  render  yourself  to  the  citizens  of  America. 

The  secretary  of  Congress  delivered  to  the  minister  a  copy  of  the  lore- 
going  reply  dated  in  Congress,  November  17,  1779,  and  signed  Samuel 
Huntington,  president.  Whereupou,  the  minister  withdrew,  and  was  cun*- 
dseled  Mme  m  the  dianner  in  whioh  he  was  brought  to  the  house. 

The  nommittee  on  the  treasunr  brought  in  a  ref^ ; 

JReBolvei,  That  5)0OOJMO  doflart  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  and  underthe  direction  of  the  board  df  treaaory,  in  bills  of  credit  of 
the  fallowing  denominationsi  vts»  ^ 


13,158  bins  of  65  <loQu^  855,270 

13,158  do.    of  60  do.  789,480 

13,158  do.    of  55  do.  723,690 

13,158  do.   of  50  do.  657,900 

i3,158da  of  45  do.  592,110 


13,158  bills  of  40  Mk§,  '  526,320 
13,158  do.  oe  35  do.  460,530 
13,158  do.   of  30  do.  394^740 


5,000^040 

That  die  said  bills,  excepting  the  namberSy  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  data 
astheemisaiooa  directed  on  the  Ifth  of  September  last,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  last  number  in  every  denomination  progressively. 

Mesolved,  That  the  farther  sum  of  5,050,500  dollars,  be  emitted  on  the 
fdith  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasurjTj 
in  bills  of  credit  of  tlie  following  denominations,  viz. 

27,300  bills  of  3  doUM%  81,000 
27;J00   do.       3  '  54,600 


27,300  biUs  of  80  doited  •  2,184,000 

27,300  do.     70  1,911,000 

^,300  do.    20  546,000 

27,300   do.       5  136,500 

27,300  do.      4  109,300 


27,300  do.      I  Sr,300 

5,050^500 


That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  those  emitted  the  14th  of  October  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the  Isat 
Qumber  in  every  denomination  progressively. 

THURSDAY.  J^emUr  IS,  \m. , 

A  letter,  of  the  14tli,  from  gan.  Waahlng^t  was  read  $  Whtnupon, 
Buoivedt  That  the  president  inform  generat  Waahincton*  that  Congresa 
approTe  the  sentiments  and  opinion  ezpreasad  in  his  Tetter  of  the  14tli 
instant,  and  desire  that  he  mar  take  what  meaanrea  he  thinka  most  prepta 

upon  the  intelligence  he  must  nave  by  this  time  received. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  October,  from  colonel  Saffbrd,  was  read,  enclo- 
Sioga  letter  of  the  2l8tof  the  same  n^onth,  from  Jacob  Saffbrd*  an  ensign 
in  colonel  Warner's  regiment,  requesting  leave  to  resign  : 
.    Hesolved,  That  the  resignation  of  ensign  Jacob  Saffbrd  be  aeC4^^tad« 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson  have  leave  of  absence. 

FRIDAY.  JV^m&er  19»  1779. 
Ooa^.*e  ss  reaumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  c^mittee  oil 
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the  representation  of  tk»e  iegistatife  eonncil  and  mneral  assembly  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  commissioners  from  tiie 

fiv^  eastern  statt^s,  and  thereupon  catne  to  the  following;  resolution?? : 

Whereas  the  tiuctuating  state  ot  prices  not  only  causes  inrqiidlitv  and  in- 
justice in  private  dealings,  and  in  furnishing  the  public  suj)plies  from  the  se- 
veral states,  but  renders  it  impracticable  to  make  the  proper  estimates  for 
luture  expenses,  and  to  fix  ec^uitable  aularies  for  those  employed  in  the  ser- 
Yica  of  Hie  United  States :  and  whereas  the  estimates  according  to  which  the 
retjaisitionsfor  the  taxes  of  the  succeeding  year  have  been  made  bj  the  rsM- 
Intion  of  the  6th  of  October  last,  have  been  formed  on  the  principle  that  tke 
prices  of  commodities  necessary  for  the  public  use  would  not  exceed  twenty 
fold  of  the  former  prices,  and  should  they  rise  above  that  rate,  the  taxes  must 
be  accordingly  increased,  but  should  they  fall  below  it,  the  snrplns  of  ths 
sum  raised  tnay  be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund  :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  forth- 
with t(t  enact  laws  for  establishing  and  carrvin";  into  execution  a  gencialli- 
mitaiion  of  prices  throughout  their  respective  jurisdictions,  on  the  following 
principles,  and  to  commence  in  their  operation  from  the  first  day  of  Februa- 
ry nelt : 

Arlioles  el  doneetie  prodvce,  farming  and  common  labor,  the  wages  of* 
tittdesmen  and  inechamcs^  water  and  land  carriage,  not  to  exceed  tweaty 
fold  of  the  prices  current  dirovgh  the  ▼arious  seasons  of  the  jw  1774. 
•  Articles  imported  from  foreisn  parte  to  be  in  due  proportioa  with  labor' 
and  the  articles  as  above  8tate£  making  a  proper  ailownace  for  fjreig)tt,ia« 
snrance,  and  other  charges. 

Salt  and  military  stores,  whetl^er  of  home  manufacture  or  imported  Droia 
abroad,  to  be  excepted  frdiii  rmiltaiiun  of  price. 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  reconuneiided  to  the  several  states  to  enact  strict 
laws  ai^ainst  engrossing  and  withholding,  and  totaite  the  necessary  measures 
fur  haviiig  the  same  carried  into  full  execulion. 

'  Rmolwd^  That  the  proceedings  of  the  comroisaionen  from  the  eastern 
atates  to^New^York  inclusive,  at  their  meeting  in  Hartford,  in  Conneictiait, 
on  the  80th  of  October  last;  discover  ageilerous  attention  to  the  public  |ood, 
and  are  well  calculated  to  promote  the  same :  it  is  nevertheless  expected  thtt 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  giving  effect  to  these  resolutions,  as  the  same  genenl 
purpose  may  thereby  be  attained,  and  at  an  earlier  period. 

Resolved,  That  al!  officers  and  agents  employed  in  making  purchases  for 
tlie  United  States,  be  directed  to  conform  strictly  to  all  regulations  that  arc 
or  may  be  established  in  the  several  states  : 

That  accounts  be  kept  aiul  returns  made  by  all  persons  emjdoyed  to  make 
purchases  in  behalf  of  Che  United  States,  or  to  hire  vessels,  carriages,  or  men, 
for  the  service  of  the  same,  of  the  prices  by  them  respectively  given  in  such 
atates  as  shall  not,  before  the  1st  day  of  Februarjr*  1780,  |^  laws  tor  the 
limitation  of  prices  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  fore* 
going  resolutions;  to  the  intent  that  such-  states  as  shall  have  neglected  to 
iMus  laws  for  the  purposes  aforesaid^  may  respectively  be  charged  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  difference  of  prices  paid  from 
and  aftei;  the  said  first  day  of  February,  1780»  in  audi  states  and  those  ia 
which  such  laws  may  have  been  enacted. 

The  last  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  being  read, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  tlie  several  states  to  revise 
their  laws  for  making  the  paper  currency  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debtSi 
and  so  to  frame  them  that  injustice  to  ciedilois  and  debtors  may  be  prevent- 
ed and  an  amendment  being  moved  by  Mr.  WitherspoeVf  secisnded  by  Mr. 
Forbes,  by  adding  the  wonls  and  that  the  injustice  which  has  already  tskeft 
place  may  be  remedied,  as  far  as  mij  be  practicable 
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A  notioii  WK8  made  bj  Mr.  Gervj^McoBdedbf  Mr«  M&tth«ws»  tbat  tbe 
ctandtration  of  that  partoi  tbe  report  and  tiie  amendmeiit  be  postponed ; 
On  wbkb  tbe  yean  aod  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Forbes* 


JLAmnAvcl  Ifr.Peabodvw 

JLangdaot 
Jfttf'iflf-^^  ]fr.Geny, 

JLovell, 
Holten, 

Phode-Islandf  Wb.  Bforclmnt, 
OMMCcteli     Mr.  Huntingtoiv 

Sherman* 
Root, 

JVhv-r«rJb»      Ifr.  Schuyler, 


AWvsAmar*     Mr*  Withenpoon,  ay 

Scuddert 

lioubton, 
Pemut/lvaruaf  Mi'.  Searlc, 

Muhl^tberg^ 
Shippen, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Hamet^ 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Mtttbewi^ 


8e  it  waa  resoWed  ia  tbe  affirmative. 

SATURDAY,  J\^ovember  20,  1779. 

Mr.  J.  M'Clene,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsjivania,  attended  and 

took  hi«?  seat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Yoi  k,  attended aad 
prodaced  the  credentials  of  his  appomtiuent,  which  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  ot  the  medical  committee  on 
the  hospital  staff;  Whereupon,  " 

Resolved,  That  the  director-general,  deputy  directors-general,  tbe  assist- 
ant deputy-directors,  the  physicians  and  surgeons-general  of  the  liospitals 
and  army,  the  senior  surgeons,  the  second  or  junior  surgeons,  the  apotheca- 
ries-general and  apothecaries  mates  or  assistants,  the  ho8pital  chaplains,  re- 
gimental surgeons  and  mates,  liiates  of  the  military  hospitals,  commissaries, 
usbtant  commissaries,  pay-masters  and  stewards  of  the  hospital,  who  shall 
IttTe  been  in  the  service  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  are  at  present  employ- 
ed in  the  same,  shall  each  be  entitled  annnallj  to  draw  clothing  from  the 
itrntkof  tbe  dotbier-general,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  sameregn- 
ktbas  as  an  established  for  officers  of  tbe  line  bj  a  resotution  of  Congress 
if  the  d6th  day  of  November*  1777. 

jflMtml,  That  nntil  the  fiirther  order  of  Congress,  the  following  officers 
if  the  military -hospital  shall  be  entitled  to  subsistence,  in  like  manner  as  is 
granted  to  officers  of  the  line  by  a  resolution  of  the  18tb  day  of  August  last, 
and  in  the  following  proportions,  viA.  each  deputy  director-general,  500  doU 
Urs;  per  month  each  assistant  deputy  director,  400  dollars;  each  pbysf^ 
cian-general  and  surgeon-general)  500  dollars  ;  each  physician  and  surgeon- 
genera  1,5(K>  dollars;  each  senior  surgeon,  400  dollars;  eaeh  junior  surge  on, 
300  dollars ;  each  apothccary^neraU  400  dollars ;  each  apothecary's 
assistant  or  mate,  100  dollars;  each  commissary,  300  dollars  ;  each  com - 
tnissary's  assistant,  200  dollars;  each  cleric,  who  is  to  be  pay  master^  £00 
dollars;  each  steward,  100  dollars;  each  ch^jplain,  400 dollars; 

The  same  to  commence  from  the  18th  day  of  Au^^ust  last. 

HesoLvedf  That  all  mates  nere^^sarily  employed  in  the  military  hospital  or 
army  shall,  during  service,  be  entitled  to  the  same  subststence  as  is  given 
(0  regimental  mates,  viz.  100  dollars  per  month. 

MONDAY)  Mvember  2S1»  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  correspond  with  tbe  commanding  officer  of 
tbe  southern  department!  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  d4tn  of  Octo- 
ber from  majuL  general  Lincoln,  which  was  read^  togc  tlier  with  a  list  of 
I  Articles  wanted  for  the  sonthem  department : 

Ordirid,  That  tbe  list  enclosed  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war«  and  tbitt 
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the  board  order  m  mny  of  the  wM  articlet  m  can  be  wputi^tmu^icok 
with  the  general  eervice,  to  be  seat  wKh  all  deapalcli  to  Utt  aoolfam  ^ 

partment* 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  oomiuttee  give  everj  aatiatance  in  their  power 

in  forw^ding  stores  and  troops  to  Soatn*Caroiina« 
A  petition  from  captain  John  Palfrey,  a  prisoner,  was  retd't 
Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  be  peraiitted  on  parole  to  nroceed  to  Boston, 

and  that  his  petition  be  referred  to  the  oooncil  of  the  aaia  state,  to  takso^ 

der  thereon. 

.  Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  instructed  to  revise  the  oeTenl 
resolutions  passed  respecting  the  hospital  department,  and  to  digest  and 
arrange  them  with  sucn  amendments  as  may  make  the  whole  consistent  vitk 
and  conformable  to  the  alteiations  made  bj  Coogressin  the  original sjnftoa, 
and  report  die  same  to  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Lame  [is  and  Mr  Lewis,  who  are  absent:  the  memliefii 
chosen,  Mr.  Griftiu  and  Mr.  Hamctt. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  bsna4e 
Bonstellen,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Revived,  That  Congress  have  a  due  sense  of  the  zeal  of  the  baron  4| 
Bonstellen  for  the  service  of  the  Unitetl  States;  but  that  it  is  not  compati- 
ble with  the  present  arrangement  of  the  arniy  to  employ  him  in  a  station 
suited  to  his  military  pretensions,  nor  consistent  with  the  principles  estab- 
lished for  rank  and  proraotion  theretn^  to  grant  him  the  brevet  he  requests. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  &e  report  be  referred  to  the  uiaiioe 
committee,,  to  take  order  thereon. 

TUESDAY,  J^ovennher  Sd,  177%. 

According  to  order»  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  theiMi^ 
and  after  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr*  Plater  report* 
ed,  Ifaat  the  committee  hai^e  had  nnder  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee'on  ways  and  means,  and  come  to  a  conclnaion  thereon^  winch  h| 

was  directed  to  report: 
The  report  being  read, 

<*  That  bills  of  exchange  bedrawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jay,  to  the  aoMiant  of  £  VS/K 
000  sterline,  and  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  to  the  amount  of  £  100,000 
Ung,  payable  at  six  months  sight ;  and  that  the  same  be  sold  at  the  ennmt 

rate  of  exchange.'' 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  that  the  first  question  be.  that  bills  of  ex« 
cltan<2;e  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J,  Jay,  to  the  amount  of  £  100,000  sterling,  para- 
ble at  six  months  sights  and  that  the  same  be  sold  at  the  cnmnt  ratsol 

exchange. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


N.  FTamp-shire,  Mr.  Peabody 
Mi^esm-JSaji,  }Sx.  Lovell, 

Uolten, 


ay  W 

ayj.ay 

nos.iio 
]id3 


avf 
ay) 


f^wmyhaiwfl,  Mr.  Seai  lc, 

Ship[ 


a.  Caivlma, 


M*Ciciie, 

Plater, 
Fosbes, 
Hamett, 

Mr.  M^Uicws, 


ay 

ay 


Si*' 


Patiidge, 

Ur.  Huntington, 
Bheiwan, 
lioot, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 

'.livingitoa, 
Ifr.  Withcrspoon, 
Scudder, 
Fell, 
Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  part :  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  ffi^Q 
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nerof  carrying  the  above  re<;oliition  into  effiect  :  tke  members  ckofieo^  Mr.i 
.  Living<?ton,  Mr,  Matthews  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  war,  ia  the  room 
of  Mr.  Atlee  :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  R.  R.  LiTinq^ton. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  or. 
more  special  commiBsiotiers  ot  accounts  in  coBjunCtioil  with  any  one  or  twa 
of  the  commissioners  ^readj  appointed,  to  proceed  to  Maryltiil,  in  order 
to  settle  snehpiUieaeeQiaiitB  as  the  oaki  boitd  shall  difoct.  ' 

WBDNSSDAY,  JVbwtmber  24,  1779. 

The  ddegates  of  Cetoecticiit  laid  before  Congtesa  their  eredeBtials,^ 

which  were  read. 

The  delegates  of  New-Hampshire  laid  before  Congreaathe  ccedentiala,  of . 
their  appointment,  which  were  read.  < 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  forei^  afialrs : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr.  Livingston.  t 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  '» 

Ordered,  That  it  be  reterred  to  the  marine  committee  to  take  order 
thereon,  and  that  the  quarter-maater  be  dischai^d  from  procuring  «  vessel' 
tftlbnnird  atorei  to  Soath*Cuolin%  aa  directed^     the  resolution  of  te^ 
nth  instant. 

On  petition  of  John  Palfrey : 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  22d  on  bis  former  petition  be  re-eonsi- 
^ered  and  repealed,  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  president 

and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  to  take  Order  thereon. 

A  hotter,  of  the  22d,  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  Dr« 
Shippea  being  first  fitmished  with  a  copy  thereof.  • 

THURSDAY,  JVVweaiftsr  25,  1779. 

A  report  fhim  the  board  of  war  was  read  }  Wberenpon,  Congress  came  to 
the  fbllowinff  resolutions :  •  ' 

^^hereas  Congress,  by  sundry  resolotions,  have  provided  tiiat  clothing  be  * 
himished  to  officers  of  the  title  and  others  at  prices  proportioned  to  their - 
pay;  but  no  enumeration  of  the  articles  intended  to  be  comprehended  in  a 
suit  of  clothes,  having  been  madd  or  any  rnlea  explicitly  lain  down  fgr  the 
delivery  of,  or  payment  for  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  the  following;  articles  be  delivered  as  a  suit  of  clothes  for 
fjie  current  and  every  succeeding  year  of  their  service,  to  the  officers  of  the 
line  and  staff,  entitled  by  any  resolution  of  Congress  to  receive  the  same,  viz. 

One  hat,  one  watch -coat,  one  body -coat,  four  vests,  one  for  winter  and 
three  for  summer,  four  pair  of  breeches,  two  for  winter  and  two  for  summer, 
four  ihirts,  four  stocks,  sue  pair  of  stockings,  three  pair  there^  worsted  and 
three  of  thread,  famt  pair  of  shoes. 

For  which  articles  of  clothing  the  officers  shall  pay,  on  receipt  thereof,' 
one  half  more  than  the  prices  at  which  the  same  were  currently  sold  before* 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  April,  1775;  and  for  this  end,  the  pur- 
chasing  agents  employed  on  continental  account  shall  transmit  to  the  cloth- 
ier-general, with  the  clothing  they  shall  respectively  purchase,  the  prices 
marked  thereon  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  also  correct  iavotcesof  the  same, 
and  copies  of  suc!i  rates  and  invoices,  to  the  board  of  war.  And  all  clothing 
purchased  on  continental  account  by  the  respective  states  shall  be  valued, 
marked  and  invoiced  in  Itke  manner,  and  copies  of  such  invoices  and  rates 
elao  transmitted  to  the  board  of  war  and  the  clothier-general:  the  clothing 
so  purchased  ahall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  sub  or  state-clothiers,  t<^ 
he  issued  by  them  to  the  regimental-clothiers,  and  by  tiie  latter  to  tiie  offi- 
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cer«4  of  the  regiments  and  corps  ;  and  the  said  regimental -ciothiers  shall 
receive  from  the  officers,  on  delivery  of  the  clothing,  the  prices  thereof  so 
fixed;  and  they  shall  every  three  months  settle  their  accounts  of  monies  re- 
ceived for  clothing  ^ith  the  auditors  of  the  army  in  which  they  shall  serve, 
and  pay  the  monies  which  in  such  tettleoients  ghall  be  found  chargeable  to 
them  or  in  their  handa^  to  the  pay -master  general  or  depat?  paj-maater  ] 
general  of  the  army  or  deiaohmont  in  which  such  regimeatal*elothior»  ahall 
serve.  And  the  said  pajr«auister  general  or  deputy  pay-maater  general  shall 
make  returns  of  the  amonnt  of  wl  tach  monies  so  revived  to  the  board  of 
treasury,  that  the  said  par-niaster  general  or  deput)r  pay-master  general 
maybe  dnlv  charn;p(l  with  me  same.  The  auditors  makin«;  such  settlements 
"witli  the  regimental -clothiers,  shall  transmit  to  the  pay  master  or  deputy 
pay -master  general  abstracts  of  such  settlements,  specifjinn;  the  balances  i 
due  from  the  rep^imental -clothiers  respectively,  that  in  cases  ol  neglect,  they 
ntuy  be  duly  called  on  for  payment  of  the  same:  copies  of  such  abstracts 
^all  also  be  transmitted  to  the  board  of  treasury.  Excepting  from  this  rule 
of  distribution  all  staff>officers  not  takon  from  the  line,  who  are  to  receive 
their  clothing  immediately:  from  the  dothier-general ;  or,  if  attached  to  the  ; 
corps  of  or  residing  in  any  state  at  a  distance  from  the  clothier-general's 
stoce,  from  the  sub-clothier  of  such  state  ;  paying  for  the  same  at  the  rates 
aforesaid.  And  all  monies  so  received  by  the  clothier-general  or  sub  or 
state-clothiers,  shall  be  placed  to  the  cretiit  of  the  United  States,  and  ac- 
counts thereof  duly  transmitted  to  the  board  of  treasury.    The  clothier- 
geiieral  to  be  char^red  in  the  settlement  of  his  contingent  account  with  the 
inoiiies  so  received,  and  tlie  sub  or  state-cloth ier&  to  be  accountable  for  and 
pay  the  nionies  received  by  them,  to  the  oider  of  the  executive  of  the  state 
uppointin^  Uicm  respectively;  and  the  state  to  be  cliuiged  in  its  clothing  , 
account  with  the  amount  jof  such  monies.  Excepting  also  all  staff-officers  | 
who  receive  eommissiona  on  their'  expenditures  of  public  monies,  who  are  j 
not  to  receive  any  clothing  provided  at  continental  expense. 

That  all  clothing  issued  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  inlist- 
.ed  artificers  and  wagoners,  beyond  that  allowed  to  them  as  a  bounty,  sliail 
also  be  valued  and  paid  for  at  the  rate  before ' mentioned  ;  but  no  non-com- 
missioned officer,  soldier,  wagoner  or  artificer^  shall  be  en1itle<!  to  purchase 
in  any  one  year,  out  ot  the  public  store,  any  other  addition ;il  articles  tliaii 
those  of  hats,  hose,  shirts  and  shoes,  and  not  more  of  these  than  are  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  not  exceeding  the  number  of  the  Uke  articles  allowed 
as  their  bounty  clothing.  "  i 

That  all  the  clothing  before-mentioned  for  officers  in  the  line  and  sol-  : 
diers,  shall  be  issued  on  returns  certified  by  the  commanding-offiicer  of  tiis 
corps  to  which  {hey  belong ;  all  clothing  to  ataft'-offioera  on  the  certificmtos  of 
their  principal  with  the  army  or  in  the  diatrict within  which  thej  shall  serve; 
to  ^tificers,  on  the  certificate  of  the  commanding-offiiser  of  their  corps  ;  and 
to  wagoners  on  tlie  certificate  of  the  quarter-master  general,  ^ne  of.  the 
assistant  quarter-masters  general  or  of  the  deputy  quarter-master  general 
employing  them,  or  of  the  wagon-master  general  or  deputy  wagon-master 
general  under  whom  they  serve. 

•  That  no  staff-officer,  artificer  or  wai^oner,  not  being  engaged  for  at  least 
one  year,  shall  receive  clothing  ;  and  if  any  such  officer,  artificer  or  wagon- 
er, being  engaged  for  one  year  or  more,  after  receipt  of  such  clothing,  sliall 
ouit  the  service.before  the  expiration  of  tho  term  for  which  he  or  thejr  are  or 
shall  be  engaged,  he  or  thej  ahall  forfeit  and  pajr  the  full  value  of  adch 
clothings  and  be  subject  to  all  other  penalties  and  inconveniencea  attending 
his  or  their  breach  of  contract,  or  desertion* 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
treasury;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  John  Gibson  was  elected* 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  G«rrjr»  seconded  bjr  Mr.  ShermaD,  in  the  fol- 

lowiiie  words : 

**  Whereas  it  majr  be  highly  iniurioas  to  the  interest  of  these  United 
States,  to  penut  candidates  nr  pttUie  offioea  to  ¥016  in  ot  otherwiao  influence 
"Mf  own  el^etions : 

^  Mmlved,  That  Congress  will  not  afipoint  anj  member  thtreaf  durinar  tl|e 
tiflM  of  bia  sitting,  or  within  six  mimtha  after  he  shall  have  been  in  Con- 

Eess,  to  anj'Oflieo  under  the  aaid  atataa  far  which  he  or  anj  other  for  faia 
nefit  may  receive  any  salary,  fees  or  other  emolument." 
Whereupon,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  jLivingstony  seconded  by  Mr.  Searle^to 
postpone  the  consideration  thereof : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


JVeiv-Jeraeu,     Mr.  Scuddei; 

Fell, 
Houston^ 

Peimst/lraniOf  Mr.  M'Clcii^ 
Maryland,       Mr.  Plater, 

FcH<be% 

Pireiivfh  Mr.  GrHBn, 
If.-^ankna,     Mr.  Harnett 


Sh 


lf.-£famp8hire,  Mr.  Fe&body, 
MmhtU'Bayt  Geny, 

Lovel^ 
Ilolten, 
,  Patridge, 
Budt-hland^  Mr.  Marclmit, 
(^turndkut,    Mr.  Hantuigtoii, 

Rhermaiv 

Root, 

NtPhYorkf       Mr.  Schuyler, 

Livingston, 

So  it  jiaaaed  in  the  negative. 

A  nsoUbn  waa  made  by  Mr.  Schuyler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  after  ikt 
words  ^in  Congress/'  to  insert  the  words  *<  unless  he  shall  have  boon  de- 
prived of  bia  aeat  by  the  act  of  the  iegialature  of  the  state  ^hich  he  rapm- 

sented." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


arpe, 

^.•Carolina,      Mr.  Matthews 


no) 
aySay 

no  >no 
no>* 

To}" 

no  ^no 


N'Hampsldre^  Mr.  Peabodyj 
Mu^ttt»-Ba^,  Ml*.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 
^  Moltem 

PatridgtJ, 

Jftkode-hlojidf    Mr.  Marchant, 
Comieciifut,     Mr.  Huntington, 

ShemMii, 
Koot, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 
Livingston, 


JSTewhJeneg,     Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 

PenMykama,  Mr.Shippen, 

M<Clene^ 
Maryiant^       Mr.  Plater, 

Forbe^ 

\Firffinia,  Mr.Griiifa^ 
y^CwmStuh  lir.IIniiett» 

Sharpe, 
S,'Canlina,  Mr,Matttiew% 


no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


I 

no}* 

-|div. 

no)«o 


ab  ^ao 

no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Schuyler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to  add  to 
the  onginal  motion  aa  follows,  *'  unless  to  the  office  of  ambaasanor,  pleuiijo- 
teatiary  or  ^voy  to  a  foreign  state,  and  nnleaa  to  the  office  of  a  cfKHinit* 
iioner  to  negotiate  a  foreign  loM.'' 

On  which  the  ydas  and  naja  beii^g  required  by  Mr.  Peabodj, 

N.'Bampshire^  Mr.  Peattbdf, 
J^'ttU-May,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Molten, 

Patridge, 

Rhofk-Tiland,   Mi*.  Marchant, 
i^oanectkutf    Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 
Root, 

JiflUi'Yuh,       Mr.  Schuyler, 

Living'ston, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  previous  question  WAS  then  moTe4  by  Mr.  Holten,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Marchant. 

Vol.  m.  51 


nof 
noL 


no  ywo 
no^ 
no  vno 

ay 

ay. 


|ay 


maJimty^    Ht.  Fdl. 

Houston, 

Peimaylvania,  Mr.  Shippen, 

M'CIeiiCji 

MaryfMd,      Ifr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 

Vireima,        Ifr.  Griffin, 
N.^anltna,    Mr.  Hlkrnett^ 

Shatbt, 
S.'Car9^     Mr.  Matthew^ 


no  y 

"''Ino 
no  5 

*>'}div. 


no 


no^no 
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On  which  the  yeas  and  luijs  being,  required  bj  Mr.  Gerryi 


J>t€t9'Jeneg9     Mr.  FH1, 

Houston, 
Peiuut/lvaiua,  5Ir.  Shippen, 

M'Cfeneb 
Marylamd,      Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 

VirpmOf        Mr.  Griffin, 
N.'Cari^na,  Mr.Hamett^ 

Shupc^ 


JS\'Hampshrre,  Mr.  Pcabody,         no  }no 
'  Mtm^ftti'Ma}/,  Mr.  Gcny, 

Lovell, 
tlolten, 
Patridge, 

Jihode-hlandy    Mr.  Mnrrluint, 
'  OmneeUad^     Mi-,  l^tunungton, 

Shemuui, 
Eoot, 

NeUhYmkf      Mr.  Schuyler, 

Livingston, 

So  itpassed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Root, 

Resolved,  That  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  general  and  of  the 
commissaries-ji^eneral  of  purchases  aiul  issues  be,  for  the  future,  under  the 
supei  intendencj  and  direction  of  the  board  of  war;  and  that  the  coniminee 
of  Coiigrt';-s  on  those  departments  deliver  over  to  tbe  board  of  war  allp&pefa 
in  their  handii  respecting  them,  and  thereupon  be  discharged. 

»  FRIDAY,  JV^rewfcer  26,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.Gibson,  was  read,  accepting  the  office  of  com- 
missioner  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
•.  Resolved,  That  the  returns  for  clothing  for  officers  in  the  medical  stiff, 
(regimental  surgeons  and  their  mates,  who  are  to  draw  with  the  reginwitil 
staff,  excepted)  be  signed  by  the  director-g;eneraI  or  the  nhysician-geDefil 
and  surgeon -general  of  the  district,  and  sneh  clothing  shall  be  delivm  o> 
ther  bj  tiie  clothier-general,  or  any  sub-clothier  in  the  state  in  whicb'thefli» 
cer  to  receive  cl^tbing  shall^  reside,  as  is  proirided  in  the  cases  of  othttctif 
oftcers  not  taken  from  the  line :  . 

,  That  no  clotiiing  shall  be  sold  or  delivered  to  non-commissioned  officers 
or  soldiers  beyond  the  articles  they  Itave  received  ad  their  bountj^,  until  the 
whole  of  thearhiy  shall  have  received  their  bounty  clothing,  it  being  tikis* 
tention  hereof  that  the  surplus  only  shall  be  disposed  of. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Schuyler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Rmihxd,  That  when  any  committee  appointed  by  Congress  have  prepared 
their  report,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  secretary  at  the  table,  wiio 
shall  immediately  endorse  thereon  the  day  of  delivery,  and  if  more  than  one 
are  delivered  on  the  same  day,  the  hrst  shall  be  endorsed  No.  1,  the  second 
Ko.  "S,  and  so  on,  to  the  intent  that  on  the  following  day,  after  the  journals, 
and  any  despatches  which  may  have  been  received,  and  the  reports  from  the 
board  of  treasury  and  board  of  war  are  severally  read,  decided  upon  orpost- 
poned,  the  reports  of  the  rommittees  may  be  read  in  the  order  of  the d«tC8 
and  numbers  endorsed  on  them. 

^  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  for  fhehonnl  nf  ailw^* 
ralty,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thomas  Waring,  esq.  and  Wiiiiam  Whip 
pie,  esq.  were  elected. 

SATURDAY,  J^emhtr  9ir,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Morris,  on  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  October 
last,  from  major-general  Schuyler;  and  thereupon  agroed  to  the  foUowiflS 
ans%ver  to  the  said  letter : 

"Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  many  injuiies  committed  by  the 
Compress  are  disposed  to  peace ;  the  conditions  on  which  they  insist  are, 

First,  that  it  shall  be  supplicated  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  secondly, that 
they  shall  surrender  all  the  Ameiicans  in  their  bands ;  thirdly,  that  they 
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shall  expel  all  Britisli  agents  and  emissaries  ;  tmirthly,  that  they  shall  cove- 
nant to  deHver  up  such  as  shall  hereafter  go  among  them  ;  fifthly,  that  they 
shall  covenant  not  to  take  up  the  hatchet  again  under  penalty  of  hi  itio;  drivea- 
fium  their  country  ;  and  sixthly,  that  thej  shall  give  hosUges  fur  tUeir  strict 
adherence  to  the  promises  to  be  by  them  made.''  ' 

Towjiich  it  was  moved  Mr.  Forbes,  leconded  by  Mr.  Hontton,  to.  add 
''and  tfaatjbongress  are  willing  to  accept  of  any  ceaiion  of  territory  which, 
the  said  Indians  may  be  inclined  to  make  to  the  United  States,  reserving  to 
aajr  iwrticular  state  their  right  of  a  prior  claim  to  the  territory  aforesaid,  oc^ 
a&y  part  thereof." 

Ad  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Liv!np;ston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Schuyler, 
U  add. "  which  cessioQ  shall  be  for  the  beoeUt  of  such  state  as  may  ^ave  a 

prior  right." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Forbes, 

^i-Bmipslure.,  Mr.  Peabody, 
Ma^tata-Bai/f  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 


Jihode-Islandf 
Cotmecticut, 


no  ^no 
no  ^no 


/  no 
no  S 


ay> 

ny  5 


ay 
no 
no 


ay 


no 


Maryland, 

Virginia^ 
N,-C!aroUua, 


Mr.  Marchttnt, 
Hi',  ilvmtington, 

Sherman, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 

Livii^stoi^ 
Mr.  FeU, 
Houston, 

So  it  passed  in  the  ne^^ative. 
The  previous  qucbtiuii  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  seconded  by 
Mn  Sharpe* 

Or  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Forbes, 


Fenmjfivania,  ^<  Searle, 

Muldenberg, 
M<CIene^ 
Shlppen, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Plater, 
Mr.Ciriffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Shari 
Mr.  Matt 


S.' Carolina, 


irne, 
tthev 


ewa^ 


no"^ 

no J 

noj^** 
ay>* 

ay 


no  >i 


N^Bampsliire,  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mm^$U8*Ba^,  Mr.  Ceny, 

Lovell 


ay  y^y 


Holten, 
Patridge, 
Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Huntingtoiv 
Sherman, 

Mr.  Schuylfer, 
Livingston, 

Mr.  Fell. 


no 

no 


Penmylvmua,  Mr.  Searle, 

Muhlenbef|^, 
M'Clene^ 
Stiippen, 
Marylwid,       Mr.  Plater^ 

Forbe%  > 
Mr.  Gnffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Sharpe, 
MCi  Matthew^. 


Virginia, 
K-UantUna, 


no  Vno 

^no 

and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 


ay") 

ayj 

ay  y* 
ay>*y 


lihode-Tsfand, 
Cotmeciiouit 

NeuhYork, 

lIou:^lon, 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Forbes, 
*•  That  It  be  one  condition  of  the  peace,  that  no  land  be  sold  or  ceded  by 
auj  of  the  said  Indians,  either  as  individuals  or  as  a  nation^  unless  to  the 
United  States  of  America  or  by  the  consent  of  Congress." 

On  which  the  previous  questiott  was  moved  br  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  bj 
Mr*  Sharpe,  and  tae  jeas  and  nays  being  required  1^  Mr*  Marcluuit,  ^ 

N^SSan^luMni  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mai^Uta'JBa^  Mr.  Gerry, 

LovclI, 
Holten, 
Patridg^, 

Rhode' Island,  Ifr.  Marchant, 
Connetiicta^    Mr.  Hunlhi^on, 

hhermao, 

JVifw-TbrA?,      "  Mr  Schuyler, 

I  ivingston, 
Seu^JieTMy,     Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  a$nnative»  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside* 


PemmskMUikk  Mr.  Seaile^ 

Muhl( 


Maryland^ 


Virgima, 


M'Clene, 

Shippen, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Sharpe, 
Ifr.Mattbewi^ 


ay^ 

ay 

ay 

►  ay 

ayj 

no  ( 

no 

no 

ay 

ay, 
ayj 

•ay 

Digitized  by  Google 


404  JOURNALS  OF  C(NffCnBl,'l770. 


'       '  MONDAY,  JSovember  29,  irfQ. 

The  delegates  of  Kew-Jersej  laid  before  Congress  the  credentiaU  of  tMr 

Sppotntment  for  the  rear  ensuing;,  which  were  read,  and  br  which  itappem 
liat  the  honourable  John  Fell.  Williain  Cburcbbill  Houston,  and  IMl 
Henderson,  esors.  were  duly  elected. 

Congress  iooK  into  cfmsicforation  the  report  of  the  committee  appmrfp^Ito 
report  the  manner  in  which  the  resolution  of  the  23d  inst.  reliiive  to 
draw  ing  bills  of  exchange  oa  Mr.  Jajr  and  Mr.  iiaarens,  sii&li  be  carrtediali 
execution  ;  Wherenpon,  V  ' 

Resolved,  Tli:it  the  bills  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  botnl  of 
treasury,  and  with  such  checks  as  they  roaj  devise  to  prevent  counterfeitii 
and  be  signed  by  tht»  treasurer  ot  loans:  " 
That  80  many  of  the  bills  as  the  treasury  board  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
think  proper  to  issue,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  continental  lonn  officer 
ia  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or  ol  any  other  state;  and  that  the  boud  of 
treasury  direct  the  lowest  rate  of  exchange  at  which  the  same  maybefold: 
That  the  board  of  treasury  may,  at  their  discretion,  suspend  die  ^  of 
Bttch  bills,  re^oirtink  to  Congress  tlieir  reasons  for  sodoingj  that  thej'mj 
rei^eiTe  directions  tKereon  i 

That  the  coromittee  of  foreign  aflhirs  be,  and  Hiejare  here^jdiiMMI^ 
write  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens,  informing  them  of  the  drafts  thitvillte 
made  upon  themtand  explaining  full^  the  reasons  that  urge  Congreti 
dniw»  directiii^  them  to  keep  a|>  a  mutual  correspondence  and  aim  uA 
other  every  assistance  in  procuring  mone^  to  pay  the  bills : 

That  1-8  per  cent,  on  monies  received  in  payment  for  the  aaid  lnOs,M 
be  allowed  to  the  persons  entrusted  with  the  sale  thereof: 
That  no  bill  ,be  drawn  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  of     50  sterling. 
On  the  <|uestiott  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  reaolutions^  the  yets  andj^ 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Ifew-JSampshiref  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  J'ay 

Mu^ittB'JSojff    Mr.  Gerry,  no ) 

Patridge,  noS 

Rhode-Mandf     Mr.  Marchan^  ay  )-ay 

Cmmtelkni^      Mr*  Huiiliiigtoii»  ay  >  ^ 

Sherman,  no  J 

AtaMfMy       ,  Mr.  Schuyler,  ay  > 

liviiigston,  ayj  ^ 


NeutJeney^      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 
Pennsyloania,     Mi.  Searle, 

M*Clene, 

Sluppcflt^ 
Mvgtmd,  Mr.Flater» 

Forbes, 

N,'CoroUnat      Bfr.  Hamett, 


no, 

K 

ajr] 

So  it  was  resolved  io  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  31st  of  October,  from  major-ffeneral  Lincoln,  was 
enclosing  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  the  same  month,  from  lieutenant-colwel 
Bedaulx,  giving  information  of  the  deatii  of  brigadier  count  Pulaski. 

Resolvmt  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  brigadier  eMft 
Pulaski,  and  that  u  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  rsiOhitftn 
for  that  purpose:  the  memhers chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Liviigltoii  aw 
Mr.  Harnett. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  . 

lUiohed,  That  10,000,140  dollars,  being  in  full  of  the  Mfiffifi^^ 
dollars,  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  difec- 
tioii  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following  detim^* 
tions,  viz. 

26^16  bills  of  65  doUais,  1,709,640    26,316  bills  of  40  dollars,      ,  ^fi^^ 

36^317   do.  60  1,579,020    26,316  do.  35  92t^ 

3Cj316    do.   55  '  1,147,.'?R0    2^16  do.  '30  TSM^ 

'  3^316    do.   50  1,315,800  '  •     -   : 

36,316    do.   45  1,184,220  Ifl^l*^ 

That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  sameteaor  un^^^^^ 
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as  the  eiaisijionh  directed  oa  the  i7th  of  Moveaiber  instant,  aud  uum* 
band  from  the  last  number  in  everr  denomioatloii  progreisWtlfv 

Budved,  Tliatthe  treasurer  be  directed  to  retain  in  hit  hands  4.000,000 
of  ddltknjoi  the  SQOi  this  day  ordered  to  b^  emitted,  for  discharging  snch 
warttnts  as  may  be  hereafter  issued  for  suppljfing  thesoTeral  military -chests^ 

Cong^m  took  into  cooaideration  the  report  of  the  committeei  late  on  the 
commissary  and  quarter-master's  departments,  to  whom  was  n^ferred  a  let- 
ter of  the  lOtJi  of  t>rt<>ber  last  from  J.  Wadaworth,  esq.  commissarj-g^neral 

iii  purclmses  ;  Whereupon, 

msnhed,  That  Ji  reniiah  ^Va^l8\vorth,  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
aave  leave  to  ressi^rii  liis  otlice  on  tlie  Urst  day  of  January  next,  agreeable  to 
liis  request,  and  that  he  settle  Ins  accounts  w  tiii  ihe  public  as  suua  after  he 
is  out  of  office  ds  may  be,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

TUESDAX,  JV\M»m6er  dO»  1779. 

Mr*  JSllery,  a  delegate  for  Rhode-Islandy  attended,  and  took  his  s^at* 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Sherman* 

Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  wa&  re-committed  their  report  on  a 

letter  of  the  20th,  from  gen  Washington,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Remlved,  That  a  cummittee  of  two  be  appointcKl  to  repair  to  head  rjuar- 

tt^rs  and  confer  with  tlie  commaudei*  in  chief,  on  the  state  of  the  southern 

department : 

That  the  said  committee,  previous  to  their  departure,  confer  with  the 
committee  a'Jipointed  to  con  espund  wiih  ihe  commanding  officer  in  the  south- 
ern department,  who  are  hereny  directed  to  furnish  them  With  ail  suqh  in- 
telligence relating  to  the  same  as  has-been  received: 

That  'tM  committee  also  confer  with  the  commander  in.  chief  on  the  snb* 
ject  of  the  papers  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  minister  plenipotentia^ 
of  his  most  Christian  majestjr  and  Don  Juun  de  Mtraiiles,  an(l  report  to 
Congress  such  measures  as  to  the  conferrees  may  seem  most  advisable  to 
betaken : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  apply  to  any  i  1  tfie  states  lie  may  think 
proper  for  such  number  of  militia  as  he  may  j  iiijje  requisite,  to  replace  the 
troops  detached  or  which  may  bt^  detached  to  the  southward :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  Ml  .  Marchant.  ' 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Livingston^  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Matthews,  on  a  letter  of  the  6th  of 
Octebsr  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham ;  Whereupon, 

Smived^  That  Mr.  Bingham's  letter  of  the  6th  of  October  last,  with 
th^  pafiera  enclosed  therein,  and  marked  No,  1  •  3,  4,  tosether  with  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  his  appointment  to  the  place  of  continental  agent,  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  president  to  ttie  legislature  of  the  state  .of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  with  the  fullo\vin«;^  letter;  * 

"  Gentlemen,  1  am  directed  Ity  Congress  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
papers  from  Mr.  Bingham.  Ttiey  contain  an  accomit  of  his  proceedings 
relative  to  a  vessel  said  tube  Danish  property,  captured  by  the  sloop  Pilgrim, 
aud  carried  into  Martuuiiue,  about  whicu,  as  lie  says,  a  suit  is  now  com- 
menced against  him  in  your  superior  conrt.^  Upon  a  full  examination  of 
the  papers,  you  will  judge  of  tbe  measures  which  ought  fo  be  adopted  to  pre- 
vent, on  the  one  hand,  injustice  to  individuals,  and  on  the  other,  the  embar* 
rassment  of  agents,  who  are  obliged  to  conform  to  the  will  of  the  ruling 
wers  at  the  place  of  their  residence.  As  courts  are  now  instituted  at 
artinique  for  the  trial  of  such  causes.  Congress  submit  to  you  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  stop  the  suit  already  commenced  till  judgment 
H  obtained  upon  the  principal  question ;  after  which  it  will  be  ia  Sir.  Bing- 
.ham's  power  to  discluu'se  himself  .by  delivering  to  the  true.uwuera  tbe  pro- 
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ptrty  placed  m  his  hands  for  their  use.  If  you  should  be  of  a  contrtry  \ 
opinion,  thej  request  jou  to  furnish  Mr.  Bingham's  agent  with  the  eocktarf 

rxL^"^''^"     ^        consideration  the  report  of  the  committpc  on  the  MM 
riS-iT  A^?®^         "'''j^^'^^"*-'**^^  Sullivan,  which  isasfoilowa: 

,  ;  ,p'*S'"e8s  have  a  just  sense  ol  the  services  and  abilities  of  maior- 
genenl  bulli|ran,  and  greail  y  regret  tlie  indisposition  which  deprives  them  of 
sogaliant  an  officer ;  that  as  gen.  Sullivan's  health  wiil  not  permit  hiscoiK 
tinuance  in  the  Amencao  army,  his  resignation  be  accepted.''  ^ 
A  motion  wu  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody,  to  strike 
Otat  the  words  « that  as  gen.  SulliTan's  health."  &c.  to  the  end,  in  order  to  i«! 
•ert  in  lieu  thereof  "  and  that  gen.  Snllivan  have  leave  to  retire  from  tim 
service  80  lone  as  »  •hall  judge  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  ins  health." 
On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  ? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  P^body, 


^■.•Bai^diret  Mr.  Peabody, 
iMm^JSt^,  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU^ 
Pfttridge, 

Hho(le-Jsland,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Owwttwft'cw^     Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 

JVevhYork,      Mr.  Schuyler, 

LivingstOl^ 
Htnv^erseif,     Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 


no  J- no 
no  J 
novno 

no  ^no 


Penn^lvania,  Mr.  Searle, 

Muhlenberg-, 
8hippen, 
M*Cloiic, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Jklr.  Griffin, 

8haipe» 


Vtn 
N, 


ay) 

ay  J.  *  ' 

SSI-* 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  resolved  in  the  affirroatlTO*  1 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Liviiigston,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Marchant, 

^flfr    '  1  president  be  requested  to  return  the  thanks  of  Con- 

gress to  major-ffeneral  Sullivan  for  liis  past  services.  ^ 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Poabody, 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  procure^  from  the  nuarter- 
Miter general,  the  commiwaries-general,  the  foiage-master  and  the  barrack- 

X^^S^nri^^^"^*"^^^  l*!*  officers,  agenTs  a^^^^ 

TJJr^^  employed  in  their  restive  departments,  the  district  in  which 
t%  !^  *«»P>oyed,  and  tU  tenSs  upon  wh'ich  they  are  enga^T  i^d  thlt 
such  returns  be  made  by  the  first  day  of  January  next       6  5««  >  «m  mat 

l»^i::^J!^^^^^^  ^'  Mr.Sch«,Ier 

WEDNESDAY,  December  1,  irr9. 
JcT^Th^::^;:^  consideration  the  «port  f  tf.e  «m»„iite.  on  the 

BMlved,  That  the  accounts  of  tlie  post-master  ffeneral  hA  rAfA-^^  4^ 

*^^«?  ^rr '        -'j-'^''  and  li  uiST    ^  *° 

inat  the  salarj  of  tlic  post-master-general  be  increased  i»  1  ^nn   ' 

peranum,  to  commence  the  first  day  of  September  la?t: 

coJ^iSToXttaro^S^pttt^^  to2..00doU.r.p««.^t. 
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A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  Morgan  Cornier,  lieutenait-ooloiiel  cominaiidaiit, 
if  the  7th  PeoDsylTaiiia  regiment,  wm  read,  requesting  leave  of  8baence,ihat 
he  may  make  a  TOjage  to  the  West-Indies  for  the  recovery  of  his  health* 
and  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  2dd  of  November  from  gen.  Washiogton,  appro^T- 
iag  his  request  and  referring  him  to  Congress  for  obtaining  it ;  Wherenpob* 

Jiesolvea,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Morgan  Conner  have  leave  of  .ibsence 
for  six  months,  and  that  he  maj  make  a  voyage  to  the  West-ladies  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  I'Kdise  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  cap- 
tain^ during  the  pleasure  ot  (Juu^ress : 

That  so  soon  as  clothing  shall  be  provided  for  the  staff  of  the  army,  and 
the  state  clothier  of  New-Vork  shall  be  thereby  enabled  to  deliver  out  the 
same,  he  be  directed  by  the  board  of  war.tb  furnish  Mons*  I'Eclise  with  a 
suit  of  clothes  on  the  terms  on  which  clothine  is  delivered  to  the* officers  of 
the  staif,  agreeably  to  the  regulation  of  the  S5th  ultimo. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  late  committee  on  the 
quarter- in  as  ttM*  and  commissary-general's  llepartments,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  memorial  of  K.  BI;nn(>,  deputy  commissary -general  of  purchases^ 
of  the  Srth  of  October  last ;  Whereupon, 

^  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress,  an  es- 
timateof  the  provisions  wanted  for  one  year  from  the  1st  instant,  for  the 
ttraj  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  thev  inform  themselves  from  the  con- 
sul France  what  provisions  will  probably  be  wanted  for  the  fleets  of  our 
&lly  in  the  ensuing  year,  and  also  report  the  same. 

iesolvedf  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress 
an  estimate  of 'the  provisions  that  will  be  wanted  for  oneyearf  from  the  1st 
instant,  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  proceetled  to  the  election  ofa  commissary-general  of  purchases; 
^H,  the  ballots  be^ng  taken,  Epiiraim  Blaine^  esq.  was  elected. 

FRIDAY,  December  3,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  coinmis^sioner  for  the  board  of 
admiralty;  and,  tite  ballots  being  taken,  George  Bryan,  est^.  was  elected, 
kaving  been  previously  nominated  bj  Mr.  Sherman.  ^ 

The  members  of  Congress  elected  for  the  said  board^are  Mr.  Floyd,  and 
Mr.  Forbei ;  Mr.  J.  Brown  was  elected  secretary  of  the  board  of  admiitdty* 

SATURDAY,  December  4,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  £9th  of  November  last,  from  gianeril  Washington,  was 

read;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tl  it  general  Wasliington  be  informed  it  is  the  desire  of  Con- 
gress, that  the  troops  of  the  \  irginia  line  be  immediately  put  in  motion, 
agreeably  to  what     mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  his  letter. 

'  Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  oi  war,  and  that  the 
beard  be  instructed  tb  take  measures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  views 
ef  the  general. 

A  motion  was  Mdis  by  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

"  That  major-general  Charles  Lee  i>e  informed  that  Congress  have  no  fur- 
ther  occasion  for  his  services  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America.'' 

On  which  the  previous  question  being  moved  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gerry,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 

^•^Hmnpshhc,  Mr.  Peabody,  »y  ^^y    ^  Rhode- Island,   Mr.  Ellen',  ^^Y  Vay 


•>Xw#*«tt#-i^a;y,  Mr.  Gcrr>', 

Holtcn,  no( " 

Paindge, 


Connecticut^     Mr.  UunUngton,     no  > 

Sherman,        no  5 
NeuhTmh      Hr.  Livingston,  ay's 

Floyd,  ay  Cay 

JL'Hommedieu,  ay  3 
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Mm-Mnefft     Mr.  Pell,  '^o^no  yi''Si***<h  Mr.  Griftin,  no^* 

Houston,  »»$  N.-Caniknat  Mr.  Haroett,  fty^.. 

^^tmuphmmih  Mr.  Miihlcnbeig',  ay  ( Shnrne,  no  I 

Shippcii,  af)  ^  S.-Cai-Qtituh  Mr.  MattLcw8»  agr>%jr  i 

Mar^liutdf      Mr,  Plater,  >^°2na  ! 

Foffbe%  noj"" 

So  it  paated  in  the  efllmiative*  and  the  main  question  was  aei  atide^ 

ItmoM,  That  J.  Wadsworth^esq.  be  informed  that  C 
to  accept  of  his  resignation,  and  have  elected  Ephraim  Blahie,Cfiq.  to  sue-  j 
ceed  him,  but  as  Mr.  Blaine  has  not  jet  signified  his  acceptance,  and  a  fai-  j 
lure  of  pujiplies  may  he  attended  with  danj^erons  consef|nencpf»,  that  Mr.  ■ 
Wad<JW()!  th,  w  ith  the  deputies  under  him,  be  desired  to  continue  in  the  bu- 
siih      of  supplying  the  army,  until  his  successor  shall  have  accepted  and 
shttU  be  in  capacity  to  eater  upon  and  execute  the  duties  of  the  oliicc. 

MONDAY,  Iktmher  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Washiojgton,  waa  read  ;  Whereupon, 

JResohwd^'That  general  Wasl}ioston  be  informed  that  Congreea  apprm 
of  colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  mgoons,  at  present  commanded  bj  lira- 
tenant-colonel  Washington,  being  sent  to  South -Carolina*  and  tiiat  the  bond  I 
of  war  order  them  to  proceed  immediatelj  to  join  major-general  Lincshi. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wlierenpon, 

J^esolved,  That  all  officers  who  hare  been  or  shnW  be  indfjJged  with  fur- 
loughs, and  who  have  not  joined  or  shall  not  join  their  corps  at  the  expiration 
of  tne  times  limited  therein,  and  all  officers  absent  without  leave,  shall,  when 
practicable  so  to  do,  be  personally  notified  and  directed  by  the  cominafld- 
log-oilicer  ot  the  corps,  to  join  their  regiment  or  corps  in  a  reasonable 
time  after  receipt  of  such  notification ;  and  in  case  of  neslect  or  retassl  w 
to  do»  or  to  give  satisfactory  reaaona  for  their  remaining  absent  therelreai*  s 
court-roaKiai,  on  proof  made  of  such  notice  given  and  consequent  neglect 
or  refnsal,  ahall  proceed  against  such  absentees,  in  the  same  manner  ai  if 
thej  were  present,  and  such  abaence  and  neglect  or  refusal  to  appear  or 
give  satisfactor}*  reasons  for  their  confiruance  of  absence,  shall  be  snfficient 
canse  for  cashierina:,  by  judgment  of  the  court-martial^  the  officers  so  noti* 
fied  and  neglectiiifi  or  refusing  : 

That  when,  from  the  want  of  informatifn  of  the  residence  of  any  absent 
officer  or  ofticei  s,  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps  or  rercimcnt  shall  not 
have  it  ia  his  power  to  send  a  personal  notification,  he  shall  publish  in 
newspapers  of  the  state,  where  f  nch  absent  officer  or  officers  belong  sod 
ttsnally  reside,  an  order  requiring  generally  all  absent  officers  belonging  to 
aoch  corps  or  regiment,  to  join  the  same  in  a  specified  time ;  and  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  to  appear  within  the  time  limited,  or  before  the  sitting  of 
the  court-martial,  if  sach  space  of  time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  be 
reasonable  and  proper,  such  absentee  or  absentees  shall  be  proceeded 
against  in  like  manner  with  those  receivin;:^  persnnal  notice. 

A  note  from  tht>  lion,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  was  read, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  an  £ngUsh  ves^l  called  the  Gi'ey-houod^  by  eight 
American  sailors : 

Ordered,  l  lial  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  of  October  the  14db 
IT77,  be  transmitted  to  the  mintstef,  and  that  he  be  informed  it  ia  the  pic- 
ture of  Congress  that  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  captnre  bepaid 
to  the  captors*  agreeably  to  the  said  resolution. 

TUESDAY,  December  7.  1779. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  8th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Charles  Siaias, 

vas  read,  desirinjr  leave  to  resijrn  : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted* 
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A  letter,  of  tiie  6th9  from  O*  61700,  eoq*  woo  rood,  decliniDg  to  accept 
the  office  of  commiMioner  of  the  board  of  Mlmiraltj. 

Con|;reM  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  ofad- 
niraltj;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  was  chosen. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  of.arar; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  William  Grayson,  was  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeals,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr,  Root :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  L^Uom- 
medieu  aud  Mr.  Ellery.  .       '  .  . 

Ordered,  Th&t  Mr.  Harnett  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  8,  1779. 

Mr.  Thomas  Burke  and  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  delegates  for  the  state  of  North* 
Carolina,  attended,  and  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  da^>  irom  F.  Lewis,  was  read,  signifyiog  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

A  motiou  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  use  the  best  means  in  their  power, 
to  forward  by  land  the  YirKinia  troops  to  join  the  southern  army. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Blr.  Ellery,  seconded     Mr.  Forbes, 

That  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  motion  be  postponed  until  the 
committee  who  are  eone  to  head-quarters,  and,  among  otner  thin&;8,  were  to 
confer  with  general  Washington  on  the  state  of  the  southern  department, 
shall  have  reported  the  result  of  their  conference. 

A  division  of  the  last  motion  was  called  for,  and  on  the  question  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  4<^st  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Matthews, 

K-Hampshire,  Mr.  Peabody,  no  ^-no 

^lanii&iLii-Jiay,  Mr.  Lovell,  no^ 

Holten,  novno 

PatridgQ^  ayj 

Jihode-TslanJj  Mr.  Ellen',  ay  yay 

Conneeticut,     Mr.  Uun^gUni,  ^^^nb 

Shenaan,  no  J 

JM»>YM,      Mr.  Livingstxii^  HQ'S 

Floyd,  noCno 

JL'ilommedieu,  no  j 


Marylandt 
Virgiruii, 


Mr.  Fell, 

ay  i 

dir.. 

Houston, 

no  1 

Ifr.  Muhlenberg, 

no^ 

|no 

Shipper 

noj 

Mr.  Plater, 

no' 

|diy. 

Forbei^ 

ay; 

Mr.  Gfiflbi^ 

r ' 

Mr.  Harnett, 

no . 

Burke, 

no] 

>no 

Jonefi^ 

no 

Mr.MBtthew% 

■0; 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  conrideration  of  the  first  motion,  which  being 
ameiided  by  striking  out  sundry  words : 
On  the  (juestion.  Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  forward 

the  Virginia  troops  to  join  the  southern  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  lAyingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
hoard  of  war  about  the  best  method  of  conveying  the  troops  of  the  Virginia 
lioe  to  join  the  southern  army,  by  land  or  by  means  of  any  inland  naviga- 
tion, and  take  order  thereon;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.Gkimn^ 
and  Mr.  Matthews. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  committee  appointed  to  cor- 
respond  with  tlie  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  in  the 
room  of  Mr/Bfarchant:  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Burke* 

The  election  of  Mr.  Lewis,  and  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  a  com- 
niissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  haying  vacated  Mr*  Ployd'a  seat  atthilt 
board,  both  of  them  being  from  the  same  state ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd, 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  admiralty  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Floyd:  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  £Uery. 
Y0L.UL  52 
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*  Resolved,  That  all  matters  heretofore  refifcrrcd  to  tbe  onarUie  comttittee,! 
be  transmitted  to  the  board  of  ftdnlralty.  *  ^ 

FRIDAY,  Decmber  10, 1779. 

-    A  renort  from  the  botrd  of  war  was  read  $  Wbareapon, 

Refomdf  That  governor  Jelferson  be  infimned  that  Coli^reSB  approve  of 
measures  talceo  bf  the  exeootive  of  the  state  of  Virgiiita  ia  sendii^  to 
'the  post  of  Charlotteville,  as  guards  to  the  convention  troops,  a  HewiuMii 
btttaHon  of  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  light-horse  of  their  state  troops;  lod 
that  those  .troops  be  considered  in  continental  service  and  receive  ooayntt' 
tal  pay  and  rations,  while  doing  duty  at  the  convention  barrack^: 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  party  of  colonel  Blaad's 
regiment  of  light-dra8:oons  now  at  Charlotteviiiey  to  proceed  to  South-Caco- 
iina  forthwith  and  join  the  regiment  there  : 

Thr\t  Congress  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct, firm- 
ness and  prudence  evidenced  by  colonel  Hiand  in  his  command  at  the 
convention  barracks  ;  but  as  the  state  of  his  health  and  the  situation  of  his 
private  affairs  will  not  permit  him  to  remain  in  command  at  that  post, gene- 
ral Washington  be  directed  to  appoint  h  successor  in  ihe  corn  maud  to 
colonel  Bland,  who  sliall  immediately  proceed  to  tlie  post«  and  takeopoa 
him  the  direction  of  alVairs  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  colonel  Bland  be  accepted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  ol  the  committee,  couiisting 
of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Forbes,  to  whom  was  reierred  a  let- 1 
ter  of  the  23d  of  September  from  J.  Bradford ;  Whereupon,  i 

Sesolved,  That  instractioDB  be  sent  to* the  respective  agents  underlie  i 
aathotilj  of  these  United  Btates.that  thejdo  not  in  future  on  aDjcoDii-4 
deration  dispose  of  an^r  part  of  the  continental  share  of  prints;  nnlettitki 
of  such  articles  as  are  in  a  perishable  state^  withont  orders  for  that  purpoftil 

SATUUDAY,  December  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee^' consist-^ 
ing  of  Mr*  Gerry,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Matthews  aad  Mf« 
Sherman,  appointed  to  devise  means  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  tnoj; 

and  thereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to 
furnish,  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  th^  first  day  of  Apnl 
next,  30,000  barrels  of  Indian  corn,  and  transport  the  same  to  such  place? 
within  the        st.ite  as  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  shall  direct: 

That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  refjuested,  in  adilitioo 
to  the  15,000  barrel^  of  flour  liei  etofore  required  of  them,  to  furnish  for 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  ou  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  mU 
51)00  barrels  of  flour  and  5000  barrels  of  Indian  corn: 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  furnish,  for  the  nrmj  f! 
the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  oO,001i  Iwrrds 
ol  noiir,  or  wheat  in  proportion; 

That  the  10,000  baiiels  of  Hour,  or  wheat  in  proportion,  lieieluUre  re- 
quested from  the  state  of  Delaware  by  the  committee  of  Congress,  be  f«M 
nished  as  soon  as  possible ; 

That  8000  barrels  of  flour  be  requested  from  tlie  state  of  New-Je«ey, 

5 art  of  which  to  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible,  to  answer  the  immedtate. 
emands  of  the  army : 

That  the  state  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  furaisli^  for  the  Amy 
United  States,  8000  barrels  of  flour. 

Sesolved,  That  the  committee  who  brpught  in  the  report,  bedirectd  to 
confer  with  his  excellency  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  oi 
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PeBDsjlvanis,  in  order  to  their,  carrjiag  ittto  exeevtioii  tke  reqiett  of  Con- 
gress  made  to  their  btate  s 

'  That  letters  be  written  to  the  other  states^  requeatt^g  thea  immediatelj 

to  proceed  in  furnishing  the  supplies. 
.  Jiesolvedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poitponed. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  honourable  the  minister  of  France,  iirai* 
read,  relative  to  the  proceeda  of  the  veasel  captured  bj  eight  A^B^ican  ffv 

men;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  minister  of  France  be  informed,  tliat  Congress  approve 
the  pajine  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  Grey-hound,  which  waSj 
captured  by  eight  American  seamen,  to  the  captors  or  to  their  attornies  in 
equal  shares;  and  Uiat  measures  will  betaken  to  convey  intelligence,  to  the 
said  captors.  -        .  • 

Ordind,  That  the  said  letter,  together  with  hit  note  on  tbia.iiuliject,  be^ 
reierfed.to  the  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Rhode48land«       •  ^  > 

MONDAY,  December  13,  1779. 

A  memorial  of  Christ.  Hele,  was  read,  praying  to  be  exchanged,  and  to 
have  leave  to  go  to  New-York  upon  bis  parole  for  a  few  days^  to  procure  a 
person  in  his  room  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hele  be  informed  tliat  the  prayer  of  his  memorial 
cannot  be  granted  until  captain  Cunnin<^ham  is  releasecl,  as  it  ba^  been  de* 
termined  that  he  must  abide  the  fate  of  that  officer. 

A  letter,  of  the  lUh,  from  Charles.Pope,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Dela*, 
ware  regiment,  was  read»  praying  lesre  to  resign  his  conunission : 
'  Bmlvei^  That  Ids  resigpation  be  aficeptod. 

Bi8olved»  That  a  meniMr  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasnir,  in  the  room 
•f  Mr*  8harpe»  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Floyd* 

TUESDAY,  December  14,  1779. 

Mr.  PenD»  a  delegate  for  Nortli- Carolina,  attended,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
Congress.  / 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
supplies,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  the  aid  of  the  several  states  is  necessary  in  furnishing  provisions 
for  the  army,  and  other  supplies  for  carryin|^  on  the  war;  and  justice  re- 
qoires  that  they  be  called  upon  to  furnish  their  respective  quotas  at  equita- 
ble prices: 

Mnolvedt  That  all  the  states  shall  be  called  upon  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  such  supplies  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  wanted  for  carrying  on  th^ 
war;, and  in  making  the  requisitions,  due  care  shall  be  tahen  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  several  states;  and  the  articles  by  them  respectively 
furnished  shall  be  credited  towards  their  quotas  of  the  monies  which  they 
arc  called  upon  to  raise  for  the  United  States,  at  equal  prices  for  articles 
of  the  same  kind  and  quality,  and  for  others  in  due  proportion  ;  and  the  ac- 
counts abali  be  liually  compared  and  adjusted  so  as  to  do  equity  to  all  the 
states. 

On  passing  tlie  foregoing  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Forbes, 


wMtui'sUs'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU, 

HoUtn, 

Patridg^ 
£iho<k-hl<md^   Mr.  £ller>  , 
CmmecHeutf     Mr.  Unntington, 

Sherman, 
^'ew'T^rkp      Iff.  Livingston, 

Floyd, 

L'Uommedicu,  ay 


New-JtTiey,     Mr.  Fell,  «y  J 

Ilotistofii  vfS* 

Mr.  Searle,  ay"S 
*  *  Muhlenberg,    ay  I 

M'Clene,  ay  (  " 

Shippen,  ayj 

Mixrfffandt,      Mr.  Plater,  ^  no 


So  it  was  resoifed  in  the  ilfimative. 


Forbes,  no 
N.'OavtimOf     Mr.  Buike, 

Jones, 

S^-CuT^SnOt    Mr.  Matthewi^ 
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WEDNESDAY,  lUttmber  1$,  1779. 

A  report  from  tiie  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereii|NNi, 

Mmhtd,  That  auch  of  the  Virgifiia  troofM  whoso  times  of  senrne  will 
oi^re  1^  file  lastdaj  of  March  next,  and  who  incline  to  ililist  for  the  uiaal 
bounties,  to  serve  during  tlfe  war,  be  pemltled  to  go  home  on  farleeg^  till 
the  first  day  of  April  next : 

That  such  as  do  not  incline  thus  tore-inlist,  be  ordered  to  rejoin  the  main 
armVy  except  those  whose  times  of  service  will  expire  by  the  last  da  y  of  De- 
cember instant,  who  are  to  be  emplojedr  during  the  residue  of  their  wrfice 
as  the  board  of  war  sl>all  direct. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved y  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative,  or,  where  vested 
with  competent  authority,  to  the  executive  powers  of  such  of  the  states 
where  embargoe»  are  in  force,  to  continue  the  same  ;  anti  where  embargoes 
are  not  in  force,  to  lay  them,  to  prohibit  until  the  1st  daj^  ot  April  Qextjlbe 
exportation  of  the  seireral  articles  mentioned  and  described  in  the  remh* 
tkmof  Con^reia  of  the  Slsl  of  August  last 

THURSDAY,  December  16,  1779. 

Mr.  Kllsworth,  a  delegate  for  Connecticttt,  attended  and  took  his  mi 

in  Congress, 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  one  from  lieutenant- 
colonel  Adams,  requesting  leave  to  take  a  voyage  to  the  West-Indieii,  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  a  furlough  for  six  months  be  granted  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Peter  Adams,  to  enable  him  to  talce  a  Toy  age  to  the  West-Indies,  for  tlie 
recovery  of  his  health. 

FRIDAY,  December  17, 1779. 
The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  Mr. 

Million's  letter,  report. 

That  after  maturely  retiectiup;  upon  the  ordinance  for  establishing^  a  b(»ard 
of  treasury,  it  appears  evident  to  them  that  Congress  intended  the  auditor- 
general  and  his  assistant  should  examine  the  accounts  and  vouciiers  reporttJ 
upon  by  the  chambers  of  accounts,  as  a  check  ;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  in  order  that  the 
intention  of  Congress  may  be  fully  complied  with,  Uie  board  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  we  assistant  auditor  general  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
iwsting  of  the  books,  as  the  ordinance  directs,  but  that  this  duty  be  perfsns- 
ed  hereiiter  by  a  clerk  properW  qualified ;  Whereupon, 

Hmilvtdt  That  the  duty  of  keeping  and  stating  the  public  books  at  the 
treasury  be  assj^able,  as  often  as  necessary,  to  the  first  clerk  in  the  audi- 
tor-general's ofiice,  that  the  assistant  auditor-generai  may  be  the  better 
abled  to  attend  to  other  parts  of  his  dutv. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  SherTnan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

I^esnlvedy  That  a  committee  of  fi\  e  be  ap|,ointed  to  obtain  estimate's  of  the 
supplies  necessary  to  be  procured  for  the  use  of  the  army  for  the  veai  ensu- 
ing, in  the  commissaries'  and  quarter-masters'  departments,  and  also  lor  the 
support  of  the  war,  and  report  to  Conj^ress  the  quantities  and  kinds  wliich 
each  state  ought  to  furnish  as  itb  quota  thereof. 

jResoft^y  That  when  the  legislature  of  any  state  shall  have  und^rtskftt 
to  procure  its  quota  of  any  of  the  articles  required,  all  fmrebnsos  of 
articles  br  the  commissaries  and  quarter-masters  in  such  state  bo  discon- 
tinued :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  Mr«  Griffin.) 

SATURDAY,  December  18, 1779. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livingston^  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Shenw,  to 
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vihom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  8tepli«a  Moora^  brought  in  a  report,  whic& 
being  read  and  coosUered  t   '  . 

SMioed,  That  u|M>n  the  said  Stephen  lleore  producing  a  certificate  from 
ihennarter*ttaiter  general  of  the  quantitjof  wood  cut  on  the  farm  mentioned 
in  the  itid  memorial  for  the  pnrpeee  of  wppljing  the  army  w  ith  wood,  or 
for  the  erecting  of  fortificatiene*  and  of  tlie  vulne  thereof.  Congress  will 
mile^nioh  eompemiatioii  therefor  at  has  been  itauaUj  allowed  in  similar 

CW8.  ♦ 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
sistingof  Mr.  Matthews, Mr.  Schuvler,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Gen y,  Mr.  FTous- 
ton,  towhom  was  referred  general  Waahington'a  letter  of  the  IBtiioi  No- 
vember last,  and  haviug  amended  a  proposition  so  as  to  read, 

"  That  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  the  several  states  be  required  to  furnish.v 
by  draughts  or  otherwise,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  the  defi- 
ciency of  tlieir  i  ei>pective  quotas  of  80  battalions  of  infantry,  as  appui  LioneU 
by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  i9thof  March,  1779 

K  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forbes,  seconde4  bj  Mr*  Plater»  in  strike  out 
the  words'*  as  apportioned  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9th  of  March, 

And  on  the  qiestion,  shall  these  words  stand  f  the  jeas  and  najs  being 
teqnired  by  Mr*  Forb^, 

JlfBmpshire^  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  )>ay  no 
Mtii^m9-Baif9  Ifr.  Getiy,    o^ri  no^ 

Lovcll,   ay  Lj^^no 

no  f 


Holten, 

iZlM-A&iii4  Ifr.Elleiy, 
CmmeeHem^    Mr.  Huntingdon, 

Sherman, 
£lk»wortb» 


NeuhYvrk,      llr.  Zivingston,  ay 

FtojriC  ay 

L'Hommedieu,  av 


«^  c  no 

no  ) 

- 

ay  >^ 


New-Jeri^fy^      Mr.  Houston, 
PemityLvaiiia,  Mi-.  Seaiie, 

lt«Clene» 
Jlanfland,   '  Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 

N.-Cand^tta,     Mr.  Burke, 

SMtnStuit     Mr.  Matthews^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  Hie  affirmative* 

A  motiim  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr*  Peabody,  to  add 
the  words  excepting  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  two  of  whose  batta- 
lions shall  be  recruited  by  the  state  of  Virginia 

To  which  an  objection  was  made  as  being  out  of  order;  and  on  the  ques» 
tiott^ia  the  motion  in  order  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

no  V* 


N^BrnqMref  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mm^alU^aift  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 
Patridge^ 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 
Vmmeeiieutp     Mr.  Hunim^on, 

Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
iV^IM^      Mr.  Livingi 

Floyi 


ay  ^ay  [JVereJevsey,     Mr*  liMiatoo, 
PmntykmtOf  Mr.  Seai-le, 


Maryland^ 
NAkminaf 


Ml*.  Flatt-r, 
Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
>Ir*  Fenn, 
Burke, 
Jones^  ' 
Mr.Matthewib 


L'Uommcdieu,  no^ 

6o  it  was  determined  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr*  Peabod^r,  to  re- 
consider the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  r  in  or- 
der to  add  after  **  1779,**  the  following  words,  *«  excepting  the  state  of  Mas- 
i3chiiHetts-Bay,  two  of  whose  battalions  shall  be  recruited  by  the  state  of  Vir> 

ginia 

On  tlie  question  for  re-considering,  the  yeas  and  nays  bein|;  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


414 


.    JOURNALS  OF  CONGBfiSS.  1779.. 


NtmJ&wy^  Mr.  Houston, 
Pttmsj/htud^  Ur.  Searle, 

M'Clene, 


no 


Maryland, 

Vwginia, 


Mr.  Pinter, 

Mr.  GfUEo, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Jones,  • 

Mr.M«ltheink 


•J 

no 

no 


no 


ay  1 
no  >nQ 
lio  V 


J^,'Hampshigt,  Mr.Peabody, 
Maufttt9'Bajf9  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Hohen, 
Patridgc, 
nh^de-hSmnd,  Mr.  KUery, 
CwmedUiUt    -Mr.  Huntingtoiv 

Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 

J^]M»      Mr.  Livingston, 

Floyd, 

Li'liommedieui  ay. 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  PeaboHy,  Mr.  Gerrv.  and  Mr.  Lovoll,  then  d<^sired  that  their  ajps  on 
the  tirst  question  [)c  chaii;;ed  into  noes,  u  htch  was  agreed  to,  the  detenniaa** 
tioo  of  the  questioo  uot  being  thereby  afi'ected. 

TUESDAY,  Jkemher  n,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  J.  Laurence,  judge- ad  vacate  general,  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Jtesokfed,  That  iiiitU  the  farther  order  of  Congress,  the  subsistence  of  a 
judge -advocate  be  the  same  as  the  |iresent  anbsisteiice  of  a  colonel  $  and  that 
the  subsistence  of  a  deputy  judge -advocate  be  the  aaase  aa  the  |»reie&t  sab- 
flisteace  of  a  lieotenant-coloneL 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Consress  that  the  soldiers  in  the  barraclcf 
neartbb  oity  are  not  properly  auppTied  with  woodi  and  that  great  injury  is 
the  troops  and  to  the  citizens  may  arise  therefrom ;  \ 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  immediately  cause  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  truth  ol  the  above  representation,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them  to 
be  well  founded,  that  they  cause  the  barrack-master  to  be  arrested  and  duly 
tried  tor  his  iie^^lect,  aiui  in  the  mean  time  take  efi'ectual  measures  to  pro- 
vide wo»>d  tor  the  troops  in  or  near  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Besoived,  That  coiauiisaiuns  be  granted  to  the  officers  of  the  company  of 
artillery  artificers  attached  to  the  artillery  in  the  field,  and  bear  date  as  fol- 
lowBym.  that  of  Noah  Nichols,  captain,  November  16»  1776 ;  Thomas  Fat- 
ten«  captain-lieutenanty  March  1st,  1779;  BeU  Nichols,  fiirst-Iieatenant, 
March  lst»  1779 ;  l^eter  Sears,  second-lieo tenant,  March  l8t«  1779. 

Mesolved,  That  an  express  bcaent  to  the  state  of  Delaware,  requesting 
them  to  procure,  in  part  of  their  quota*  aa  mncb  ilour  as  can  be  obtained  with- 
in their  state»  the  necesaitiea  of  the  army  calling  for  their  immediate  and 
most  strenuous  exertions* 

'  W^EDNESDAY,  December  S2,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Lewis  Dubois,  colonel  of  the  fifth  Ncw-Vork 
regiment,  wa»  read,  praying  for  leave  to  resisn  his conunibsiou  ;  - 
Resolved,  Tluil  ins  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  (^f  Paul  Fooks, 
praying  an  increase  of  his  salary,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

MoMvedf  That  Paul  Fooks  oe  allowed  a  salary  of  2400  dollars  per  an- 
num for  acting  as  interpreter  to  Congress  in  the  French  and  Spanish  lan- 
guages. 

THURSDAY,  December  23,  1779, 

'The  board  of  war,  to  whwn  was  ret  erred  a  letter  of  the  21st,  from  Mr. 
Hodgdon,  iield -commissary  of  military  stores,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  and  thereupon* 

Bendved,  That  instead  of  the  aubsiatence  allowed  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
of  the  18th  day  of  February  last»  tothe  officer!  in  the  department  of  the  field 
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CfAnmissdry  of  military  stores,  the  following  sums  be  allowed,  viz.  to  the 
field  commissary,  400  dollars  per  month  ;  to  a  deputy  field-commissary,  SCO 
dollars  ;  to  a  conductor  100  dollars  ;  to  a  clerk  100  dollars  ;  and  that  this  in- 
creased subsistence  commence  on  the  18th  day  of  August  last,  aodcontiaue 
till  the  further  oi-der  of  Congress,  . 

FRIDAY,  Beeember  24,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memonitl  of  baron  Beniowaki, 
hiving  reported  tbereoB,  Congress  took  their  report  into  eonsideration  ;  and 
thereupon, 

Bmlvidf  That  the  board  of  war  inform  baron  Beniowski  that  the  curcnm- 
stances  of  the  army  will  not  admit  of  his  being  employed. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon,  ' 

BiWiDed,  That  Robert  Patton,  messenger,  and  William  Hurrie,  door- 
keeper  of  Congress,  he  in  future  allowed  20  dollars  per  dajr,  until  the  fuT'- 
tiier  order  of  Congress, 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kcan,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Elle- 
ry,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  20th,  from  Dr.  Morgan,  brought 
io  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  on  the  trials  of  cases  not  capital  before  courts-martial,  the 
depositions  of  witnesses  not  in  the  line  or  staff  of  the  army,  may  be  taken  be< 
fore  some  justice  of  the  peace,  and  read  in  evidence,  provided  the  prosecutor 
and  person  accined  are  present  at  the  taking  the  sane^  or  that  notice  be  given 
of  the  times  and  fdaoes  of  tdcing  snch  depositions  to  the  opposite  party  foor 
days  prevkras  thereto^  where  the  witness  resides  within  the  distance  of  thir^  * 
miles  from  snch  party,  and  six  days  where  the  witness  resides  above  the  dis- 
tance of  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  eighty  miles,  and  a  reasonable  time  for  a 
greater  distance. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ceqnir- 
ed  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

no  )-no 
»y  >*y 

ay  3 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Rfisolved,  That  to  encourage  witnesses  who  do  not  belong  to  the  army  to 
attend  on  courts  martial  and  give  their  evidence  viva  voce  wlien  requirea  by 
the  judge-advocate,  the  reasonable  expenses  of  such  witnesses  shall  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States,  and  paid  by  the  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war 
aod  ordnance,  being  first  adjusted  by  the  said  board. 

MONDAY,  number  ^,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole ; 
and  thereupon, 

Mesolved,  Thatbiltsto  the  amount  ofi^5,000  sterling  of  the  money  directed 
to  be  drawn  for  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  2Sd  of  November  last, 
be  sold  at  the  rate  of  25  dollars  in  continental  bills  of  credit,  for  4$.  6d.  ster- 
ling, on  condition  that  the  persons  purchasing  the  same  lend  to  the  United 
States  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  sura  paid  forthe  bills,  for  which  they  shall 
receive  six  per  cent  per  annum  interest. 


KHamptMre,  Mr.  Peabody, 

Ilolten, 

Bhode-Lkind,    Mr.  Ellury, 
Gmnediey^     Mr.  Huntingtoii, 

Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Nem-Yurkf       Mr.  Floyd, 

L*Hommedieu 

NnoJkntjf^     Ifr.  Fell, 

Houston, 


MH:lene, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  M*Kean, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Forbe% 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Jones, 


ay  >^iy 
ay  >.ay 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  reprt  of  the  committee,  €omW|| 
of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Livingston,  to  whom  was  referreda 
letter  from  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  delegat^if 
that  state,  dated  the  15th,  of  December  iostant,  and  thereapoi  came  te  lb 

following  resolution  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress,  froni  the  representation  of  the  delegates 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  that  disputes  liave  arisen  between  the  states  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  relative  to  the  extent  of  their  boundaries,  wHicfi 
may  probably  be  productive  of  bcriuus  evils  to  both  states,  and  tend  to IfiM  ; 
their  exertions  in  the  common  cause  :  therefore,  '  i 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  contending  parties  not  tu  graot  ' 
any  part  of  the  disputed  land,  or  to  disturb  the  possession  of  any  perioDfi 
living  thereon,  and  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  lorce until  the  disputecan 
be  atuicably  settled  by  both  states,  or  brought  to  a  just  decision  by  the  in- 
tervention of  Congress:  that  possessions  forcibly  taken  be  restored  to tl* 
original  possessors,  and  things  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  they  vere 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war^  without  prejudice  to  thtfeclaiiiBof  ; 
either  party,  •  -  '  -  -v--  ! 

Congre8»  took  into  cmurideratioii  the  report  of  the  committee  ofethiMl* 
office ;  VThereopon^  *"  > 

Misc^ioeAf  That  the  post-office  be  so  regulateii  as  that  the  post  llialhit 
out  and  atrive  ait  the  place  where  Congress  shall  be  sitting  twice  in 
week,  to  go  so  far  as  Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  uAp 
Charleston,  in  the  state  of  Sonth*CaroIina  r 

That  all  express-riders  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States  be  discharied, 
and  that  no  established  express*rio4r  lie  in  fntare  maintained  at  thefw 
expense: 

Resolved^  That  tiie  three  surveyors  of  the  post-office  be  allowed tteM 

of  40  dollars  a  day,  until  the  further  order  of  Coner^si 

That  as  the  duties  of  the  post-master  general  and  comptroller  will  hence- 
forward be  considerably  increased  by  the  above  resolution,  the  salary  of  tbfr 
post  TTiavter  general  be  5000  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  comptroUer't  in 

4000  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  and  the  quarter-master,  his  assistants 
and  deputies  in  Pbiladeiphiat  be  uumediateiy  informed  of  the  aforesud 
resolutions.  - 

TUESDAY,  Deeemher  28, 1779.  * 
A  letter,  of  November  the  $6th,  from  the  president  of  New -Hampshire, 
wiis  reati,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of"  an  act  to  allow  appeals  to  CoQgress 
in  certain  maritime  causes,"  passed  by  that  state :  •         *  i 

Ordered,  Thui  the  said  copy  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeali.  i 
A  letter,  of  November  the  29th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Ba/, 
was  read,  accomnanied  with  the  proceedings  of  a  committee  apjpointed  bj 
the  le|;iBlature  or  that  state  ^  to  investigate  the  canses  of  the  fiiiiare  of 
expedition  to  Penobscot*  and  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  cotaimir' 
ders  br  land  and  sea  employed  in  the  said  expedition,"  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  minutes  of  the  said  proceedings  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
perusal  of  the  memben. 

A  letter*  of  this  day,  from  captain  Galvan,  was  read,  soliciting  the  laok 
of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved,  That  captaia  Galvan  be  in  informed  his  request  cannot  be 
plied  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pell, 
Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  applications  for  promotion  in  the  army  of  tiie 
United  SUtes  of  America  be  made  to  the  board  of  war,  and  ail  appUcatioAS  ' 
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fur  promotioQ  in  the  Qnvjf.  to  the  board  of  adiiiiraitjr*  and  that  thejr  ceport 
to  Congress. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referfed  a  memorial  of  captaia  Joseph 
Baldesqui,  pay-master  to  brigadier  count  Pulaski-^  leeion,  report, 

That  hj  a  certificate  of  Messrs.  Jolinsonand  Howen,  auditors  of  the  main 
ariuj,  dated  at  West-Point,  the  24th  of  August,  1779,  accompanjing  tha 
•aid  memoriaU  it  appears  that  captaio  fialdesqui  has  duljr  and  resularlj  set- 
tled his  accoiintg,  as  pajomaater  to  coant  Pulaaki's  legion,  to  the  first  daj 
of  March  last  t  and  that  on  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before  the  board*  thej 
are  of  opinion  be  haa  discharged  his  duty  with  strict  Integrity  and  honor  s 

Bnohei^  That  Congress  concur  in  the  said  report. 

The  committee  on  the  post-office  bronght  in  a  report*  which  was  read  j 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  rate  of  posta^,  until  the  further  order  of  Coilg^rett» ' 

be  twenty  prices  upon  the  sums  paid  in  the  year  1775  : 

That  single  letters,  directed  to  anv  officer  of  the  line, 'and  all  letters  di- 
rected to  general  otTicers  or  to  officers  commanding  in  a  separate  depart- 
lueot,  and  all  letters  to  and  from  the  ministers,  commissioners  and  secreta- 
ries of  these  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  be  free. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  M*K.ean  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a. 
letter  of  November  the  2d,  from  the  governor  of  Connecticut ;  and,  there- 
npon,  *  '  . 

MUiolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  great  and  elfectn- 
al  exertions  of  the  ^tate  of  Connecticut  in  the  common  cause*  alid  of  the 
readiness  with  which  they  have  ezecnted  the  measures  recommended  to  them : 

That  as  any  alteration  in  the  quotas  established  by  the  resolation  of' the 
7th  of  October  laat^  would  probably  be  productive  of  confusion  and  embar- 
rai^ment,  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  state  to  raise  the  quota  therein  as^* 
i!gne<{  to  them,  confiding;  that  due  attention  will  in  future  be  paid  to  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  in  governor  TrumbuU'a  letter  of  the  2d  of  Novem*- 
ber  last : 

That  Congress  are  earnestly  disposed  to  do  full  justice  to  every  state  in 
the  liquidation  and  allowance  of  ail  regular  and  necessary  expenditures,  and 
hav  e  established  the  means  of  adjusting  and  settlinj*  all  accounts  of  the  re- 
spective states  with  the  United  States,  in  order  tliat  due  attention  may  be 
aeaaooably  paid  to  that  object ;  but  cannot  in  the  present  critical  posture  of 
aftirs^  assent  to  the  retaining  of  any  partof  the  taxes  rais^  for  general  use, 
as  an  example  of  that  kind  might  involve  the  most  fatal  consMiuences : 

That  continental  pay  and  rations,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  fUL 
and  6th  of  June,  IfrS,  be  allowed  for  the  service  of  the  militia  which  shall 
appear  to  have  been  necessarily  employed  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Mtit^ 
between  the  first  day  of  April  and  nrst  day  of  November  last : 

On  passing  the  last  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  ForbeSt 

Mam'ttU^Btjf,  Hr.Geny,  ay\        PemujfkanUh  Mr.Searle, 

Lovell,  ay  f  M'Clene 

Uoltcn,  ^        ay  i  Shippen, 
Patridge,       ay  I       Maryland^       Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
J^.-CoroUnOt    Mr.  Penn, 
•  Burke, 
Joneib 

S^OmUnM^    lir.  MMthewi^ 


Hhode-hfnnrf^    Mr.  EUery, 
Cotmecticut,     Mr.  Huntington, 

bhennaii, 
I^nthTmK      Ifr.  Floyd, 

L'Honanedieii^iMi 
Neuh^mf^     Mr.  Pell,  ay  | 


Houston,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  Uie  affirmative. 
Vol.  hi.  5$ 
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A  report  from  the  board  of  yar,  od  a*  lAemortal  of  Keutetuuit  coHmel 
Derickt  beingreai), 

Maeived^  That  In  cbntideratlon  of  the  pecnTiar  circumstanceft  attending 
'  the  case  of  lieutenant -cotooet  Derick,  that  gentleman  receive  the  par  and 
atihaiatence  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  i^tatea  froii 
the  date  of  his  brevet  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  boartl  of  war,  on  a  metnonal  of  rnptain  Raldesqulf  was 
read  ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  followinu;  r(  solution: 

The  circumstances  of  the  corps  lately  coinman<letl  bj  general  count  Pu- 
laski not  now  requiring  a  pay  niasler,  and  captain  Joseph  Balde^qui,  its 
present  pay -master,  for  that  reason  and  from  the  situation  of  his  private  af- 
fairs, desiring  leave  to  resign, 

Besolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

BesQlvtd,  That  major -general  Lincoln  be  empowered,  if  fie  shhtt  think  it 
for  the  good  of  th(B  8ervic?»  to  I'educe  the  corns  lately  commanded 'by  bri|a« 
dier  count  Pulaskii  and  to  incorporate  such  or  the  men  as  remain^  into  anch 
of  the  regiments  of  horse  and  infantry  under  hia  command*  as  he  shall 
think  proper;  the  men  so  incorporated  to  be,  neverthelesSt  considered  at 
part  01  the  qootas  of  the  states  to  which  thejr  belong. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  memorial  of  briiradier-genNul 
Muhlenberi^  waa  read ;  Whereupon*  Congress  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Whereas  Congress  did,  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1778,  resolve  that 
cencral  Washington  call  in  and  cancel  the  commissions  of  brigadiers-p;eneral  ' 
>N  uodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott  and  Weedon,  and  that  new  commissions  be 
granted  them,  and  that  they  rank  in  future  agreeably  to  the  following  ar- 
rangement, Woodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott,  Weedon. 

Mesolved^  That  the  arrangement  made  therein  was  founded  upon  princi- 
plea  not  afihcting  the  personal  characters  or  compartive  meritsof  those  officers.  . 
,  A  report  from  the  board  of  treasory.  on  a  petition  of  Thomas  Bentley,  was 
read;  whereupon, 

Btiolved,  That  the  case  of  the  petitioner  doth  not  differ  from  that  of  many 
others,  whose  application  for  compensation  of  damages  hare  not  been  allowed, 
and  that  hia  request  ^nnot  be  granted* 

THURSDAY,  December,  50.  1779. 
Mr.  GrIfBn,  a  deleg;atc  ft  om  Vir^^iiiia,  laid  before  Congress  an  e"^emplifi- 
catioQ  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  statet  empowering  ikuj  oue 
of  their  delegates  to  give  the  vote  of  the  state. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  letter  from  Edward  Williaius*  ensiga 
in  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

.  Resolved,  TUat  the  resignation  of  eabign  Edward  Williams,  of  the  8th 
Virainia  renment,  be  accepted. 

'  Mr.  N*  Folsom,  a  delegate  for  Kew-Hampshirei  attended,  and  produced 
tbe.crcdentudt  of  his  appointment  which  were  read. 

FRIDAY,  DmmhtT  31,  1779. 

A  letter*  of  flie  SOth,  from  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipofentilirj of 
France,  and  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Holker,  were  read,  respecting  a  de- 
mand for  damages  to  the  owners  of  tlie  ship  Holy  Martyrs,  captured  by  as 

American  privateer,  and  acquitted  on  an  appeal  :*  | 
Ordered,  That  it  he  leferred  to  a  committee  of  three;  the  mea^r^ 

chosen,  Mr.  M*Keau,"Mr.  Kllery  and  Mr.  JUii  ke.  ' 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tliC  report  of  the  committee  re 

specting  the  commissary  and  quarter-waster's  departments,  and  made  sou^e 

pro|;res8  thereia:  _        '  ' 
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On  the  question  tu  agree  to  the  following  propc^ition  : 

That  1|  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  each  oi  the  assistant  purchasing  com- 
missaries upon  all  the  purchases  made  within  their  respective  states,  out  of 
which  they  shall  pay  all  inferior  deputies,  and  defray  the  whole  expense 
attending  such  purchases:  nor  shall  they  or  either  of  their  deputies  be  enti- 
tled to  rations  or  forage,  except  when  called  by  the  necessary  business  of 
their  departaeot  to  attenU  the  army,  in  which  case,  tbej  shairbe  permitted 
to  flraik  ntioM  for  tbemseWes  and  (ma  aervuit  each>  mi  forage  for  two* 
koraes. 

And  whereas*  the  payment  of  cooimisaiona  ia,  on.  the  one  hand,  necea- 
msryp  in  order  to  apportion  the  wages  of  the  officer  to  the  business  that 
INMSea  through  hia  handa,  while,  on  the  other,  the  increased  prices  at  which 
proviaioiia  are  aoanetimea  necessarilj  laid  in,  may  subject  them  to  unjusl 

censure : 

That  all  commissions  on  the  produce  of  the  country  shall  be  rated  in  con- 
tinental bills  of  credit  at  20  for  1  on  the  price  at  which  such  piroduce  sold 
in  the  yein  1774,  and  at  30  for  1  on  all  foreign  commodities." 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr, 
M*Ciene,  on  the  first  paragraph,  for  granting  commissions,  rations  and 
forage  in  certain  cases : 


If^-MampMit,  Mr.  Peabody 

Folsom, 

Min^9m^Bay,  Mr.  Geny, 

Holten^ 

R/iode-Lland,  Mr.  KUery, 

Conn^ctUt    Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 
EUiwofth, 
JVJb,     Mr.  Livii^gstom, 
Floyd, 

L'lIomme<liea 


no  7 

no5 

ay  ^ay 
no  S 
ay  Cay 
ayi 


»y>  ay 
leu,  ay  i 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Atatf  Jb^y,    Mr.  Fell, 

HbustcHV 
Peniuyhania,  Mr.  8eule^ 


no 

no 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 

Iffmirn'ii  far 

8.  CaroUna, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbear 
Mr.GrUBn, 
Mr.  Penn,  « 

Burke, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


no  ywo 

ay  I 
ay  >ay 

no  y 
no  )-no 


SATURDAY,  January  1,  1780. 

The  delegates  fur  Massachusetts-Bay  produced  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  30  dollars  a  day  be  allowed  to 'Robert  Jewel),  keeper  of 
the  new  gaol  in  Philadelphia ;  90  dfollaia  a  dair  t»  enoh  hia  aariafuita ;  and 
ten  dollars  a  day  to  his  turnkey ;  in  full  of  th«r  acfvicea  and  sihaislewof » nnr 
tU  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

Restdved,  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  allowed  a  aalaij 
at  the  rate  of  40,000  dollars  by  the  year,  until  the  further  prder  of  Congraat; 
also  six  rations  a  day,  and  forage  for  four  horaes. 

Resolved,  That  an  assistant-commissary  be  appointed  by  the  coromissarT*- 
general  to  each  of  the  states  in  which  it  shall  be  necessary  that  purchases  be 
made  under  him,  and  in  which  provision  shall  not  have  been  made  bj. the 
states  respectively  for  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies. 

That  the  said  assistant-commissaries  be  allowed  on  all  good  merchantable 
articles  which  may  be  purchased  by  them,  or  under  their  direction  respective- 
ly, two  per  cent,  on  20  fold  the  prices  they  were  sold  at  in  the  year  1774, 
until  tlie  further  order  of  Congress  ;  out  of  which  they  shall  pay  all  their 
agents,  and  defray  the  whole  expense  attending  such  purchases ;  nor  shall 
tnW,  nor  any  of  their  agents,  be  entitled  to  rations  or  forage,  except  when 
calM  br  the  neceaaacj  Gnaineaa  of  their  department  to  attend  the  trrnj* 

And  m  order  the  (tetter  to  aacertain  aucn  prices^ 

Re9Qlved,  That  the  executive  power  of  every  state  be  requested  to  return 
to  the  board  of  treaaurj  a  list  of  the  commodities  uauallj  iold  Within  such 
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state,  and  the  price  current  in  the  year  1774  ;  and  that  copies  of  such  lifH 
be  furnished  troin  thence  to  the  cnmmissarv-generil  and  his  assistants  : 

That  the  comnii-^^arv-j^eneral  be  directed  to  keep  regular  accrnints,  in 
tvhich  he  shali  charge  all  persons  belonging  to  hh  department  with  the  inonej 
advanced  to  them,  and  give  them  credit  for  tlie  purchases  made  by  them,  fn- 
tering  their  respective  accounts  at  large  ;  that  he  check  all  accounts  within 
his  department,  and  reject  improper  charges  ;  direct  the  mauuer  in  whidi  ' 
the  accoiintt  of  his  respective  deputies  shall  be  kept,  ordering  the  artiskl  \ 
.purchased  te  be  entered  under  distinct  heads^  so  that  the  expenditursR  for  ' 
each  ieparate  article  may  be  seen'  at  one  tlew ;  Ihtt  be  shall,  once  in  efsiy  ; 
three  months,  or  oftener  if  required,  exhibit  a  fair  and  comprehem^ve  vlesr  ; 
of  the  slate  of  his  purcbases*  in  columns,  the  manner  in  which  the  same  has 
been  expended,  and  the  stock  on  hand,  with  the  price  of  endi  articie»  andthe 
state,  county,  and  district  in  which  purchased  : 

That  every  assistant-commissary  make  monthly  rcttirns  to  the  comroiSM- 
rv  ffe fie  rill  ol  the  articles  purchased,  the  price,  the  name  of  the  agetit  by 
whom  tlie  same  were  bought,  and  the  persona  to  whom  deiivered  for«  if  still 
on  hand,  at  whiit  place  stored  :-  '  •  I 

That  no  mouey  be  advanced  to  any  assistant  commissary  until  he  has  made  i 
such  returns,  and  accounted  for  money  received,  rendering  to  the  commi*-  | 
sary -general  receipts  from  his  agents  for  the  money  advanced  to  thero  : 

That  evesy  assistant-commissar j  call  upon  his  aeents  for  monthly  retomi 
of  their  expenditures ;  without  which  returns  no  turthet*  soma  be  advancdi 
to  ^em ;  but  that  they  be  sued  to  account  for  the  money  in  their  hands : 

That  tiie  commissary -general  of  issues  be,  i|nd  he  is  hereby  directed,  ts 
make  monthly  returns  of  the  number  of  rations  issued,  to  what  persons,  and 
at  what  place,  to  the  board  of  war«  in  order  to  take  their  direction  as  to  ths 
continuing  snch  issues. 

MONDAY,  January  3,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  siHn  of  96  dollars  be  allowed  to  Andrew  Harper,  for 
his  services  from  Augu^st  tiie  1st,  to  December  the  ilth,  1779  ;  Ue  being  dur- 
ing that  period  employed  in  extra  duty  by  gen.  Hegan,  while  commanding 
inVhUadelphia.  . 

AsslMid^  That  the  board  of  treasury  publish  the  detflfmlnatioa  of  Congre^g 
with  reapect  to  the  drawing  of  bills  oi^excbange,  ameaMe  to  the  resolvlioe 
of  the  Srtb  of  December  last ;  the  ternls  upon  which  thej  are  to  be  8old>aiMl 
Ibo  ipam  on  which  they  will  be  ready  for  sale,  tegethor  wtth  the  names  of  IIk 
persons  appointed  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  5,  1780.  ' 

Resolved,  That  a  menUj(»r  be  added  to  the  coinniittee  on  appeals,  in  th6 
fOom  of  Mr.  Paca,  who  is  ab&ent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Kliaworth. 

FRIDAY,  JMuary  7,  1780. 
ReaolvedfThdii  the  commissary -seneral  of  purchases  be  empowered  to  sp- 
point  an  assistant,  whose  duty  it  sttalLbe  to  remain  at  head-quarters  and  re- 
ceive the  directions  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  tlie  commissary-general. 

That  the  said  assistant  be  allowed  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  10,000  doflanJ 

Ser  annum,  two  rations  a  day»  and  forage  for  one  horse«  until  the  further o^ 
er  of  Congress. 

That  the  coopers,  butchers,  packers,  drovers  and  superintendents  of  cat- 
tle, be  under  the  regulations  and  directions  formerly  established  by  resolu- 
tions of  Coiigre*is; 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  renraaentiut  ths 
'apprehensioBS  of  Congress  on  account  of  the  amatl  aoppty  or  be^»  sai  re- 
questing the  innnodiate  aid  of  6ie  legblatare  of  that  state  to  the  eomis«« 
ry*fancr^  or  hia  assistants,  in  procuring  and  forwanling  tkoaaaM  $  (be  cS' 

I 
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pense  of  which  Congress  will  m«aos  toddiriiyy  or  credit  to  the  stale,  in 
jiart  of  their  quota  of  supplies. 

A  representation  froiu  the  eupreme  executive  council  ol  tlie  state  of  Pcnn- 
fiyUania,  respecting  the  barracks  near  the  city  of  PhiiadelphiaAaud  the  barr 
rmik-master's  department,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  i'liat  it  be  reiei  retl  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  directed 
to  discharge  iihtnediateljr  .the  siipej  Dumerarj  officers  in  the  barrack'Haster's 
department,  a^  take  fiurther  order  thsrton* 

JUaoUiiif  That  when  expressesare  wanted  for  forwarding  despatches  from 
(Toi^esHi  or  any  of  their  commitUas*  apfdacatkio  be  made  to  the  board  or 
wsr.;  who  are  to  provide  the  sanies 

;  ,  fif^e4.  That  .tlie  committee  of  commerce  dispose  of  the  eugar  and 
coffee  in  their  possession  in  this  city,  in  anch  manner  as  they  sbaiideeoi  most 

for  ihe  public  interest. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  surveyors  of  the 
post-office  be  allowed  their  reasonable  expenses  in  travelling  the  roads;  an 
aecoont  of  such  expenses  to  be  rendered  every  three  months  to  the  post-mas- 
ter general,  upon  oath;  and  that  a  late  resolution  of  Congress^  giv^^ 40 
doluirs  a  day,  be  repealed. 

'    '        •  SATURDAY,  Jonitary  8»  irso. 

Besglved,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Joseph  Hite,  of  the  8th  Vtr* 
ginia  regiment,  be  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  every  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  wjiose 
duty  requires  his  being  on  horseback  in  time  of  action,  be  allowed  a  sum, 
'not  exceeding  the  average  price  ^iven  at  the  time  in  the  department  or  place 
where  the  accident  shall  happen,  ftr horses  purchased  foi-^rivate  dragoons, as* 
compensation  for  any  horse  he  shall  have  killed  ih  battle  :  fhi^resolution  to 
have  retrospect  as  far  as  the  1st  of  January,  1779;  and  tlie  quat  ter-niaster 
general,  or  his  deputy,  is  Jjereby  authorized  to  pay  tlie  value  of  such  horses, 
not  exceeding  tlie  said  price,  to  the  respective  sufferers,  on  the  facts  being 
projperly  authenticated. 

Resolved,  That  the  four  Georgia  regiments  be  refonaed,  and  no  more 
officers  retained  in  the  service  than  are  necessary  for  two  regiments. 

•That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  army  ostabhsh  sooio-  equi-  - 
stable  rule  for  tdie  arrangement  of  the  said  officers ;  and  such  a¥  are  left  omt 
-of  the  arrangement  he  deemed  supernninerary,  agreeably  to  the  rules  adopt- 
ed by  the  main  army,  and  entitleci  to  the  beneftts  allowed  by  the  resolutum  , 
of  the  24th  of  November,  1778 : 

That  such  of  the  officers  as  are  retained  in  service  shall  be  emploved,  until 
the  regiment  can  be  recruited,  in  such  way  as  the  said  commanding  officer 
shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest: 

That  the  Georgia  otiicers  of  the  gallies  and  of  the  light  dragoons,  whoare  , 
on  continental  establishment^  be  considered  as  supernumeraries. 

Resolved,*T\\2ii  the  marines  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  whilst  doing 
'  garrison  duty,  be  allowed  the  same  subsistence  monies  as  are  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  line  uf  liie  army  by  the  rc:>olution  of  Congress 
of  the  lath  of  August,  1799. 

MONDAY,  January  10,  1780. 

Me$(dved,  That  major  general  Charles  Lee  be  informed,  that  Congress 
'have  no  further  oecaston  for  his  services  in  the  army  of  the  United  St«es. 

WEDNESDAY,  Joiiiutry  IS,  1780. 

Resolved,,  That  such  of  the  Virginia  troops  as,  by  a  resolve  of  the  15th  of 
December  (|ist,  were  required  to  return  and  join  the  main  army,  be  marched 
"b^  tMr ofieers te  the  state  of  Virginia,  awl  Ikero  discharged^:  a  change  of 
cirawvitMsca-tridering  their  junction  withthsi  asniyunnccessai:^:  except 
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Bttch  number  of  those  whose  times  of  inllsfement  will  latest  mcyiM  is  «MH| 

deemed  necessary  to  be  employed  as  soards  by  the  board  of  wvtr.  v-* 
Beftolvedt  That  the  board  of  war; be  directed  to  order  twellFe  dragni 
Horses  to  be  delivered  to  colonel  Armand,  for  the  Use  of  his  corps:  thetiid 
horses  to  be  taken  from  those  already  puitshascd  for  the  ftbik'^awlmi 

otherwise  necessarily  employed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Oalvin  receive  the  commission  of  major  in  the  imy 
of  the  United  States,  and  be  employed  la  tlie  iiispe€torskip»«i  tko  oeoMttP 
derin  chief  sliall  direct. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referrerl  the  letter  of  the  5th  instant  from 
general  Washington,  inciasinga  letter  of  the  3d  fmm  Royal  Flint,  assiitant-  . 
commissary,  and  one  of  the  4di  from  brigadier-generiii  Irwine)  brou^tiat  \ 
report ;  Whereupon,  * 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letters,  as  far  as  they  respect  thedii* 
tress  or  the  ai  m^  from  the  want  of  provisions,  be  sent,  will  all  possible  de«* 
patch,  to  the  legislatures,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  supreme  executive  council^ 
of  the  states  ofConiiectiLut,  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware; 
that  they  be  respectively  urged,  in  the  most  pressing  manaer,  to  send  in* 
mediate  supplies  of  provisions  to  the  army* 

Remdved,  That  the  mustering  department  be  dlsGOiiliatted«  and  the  oiM 
tiiereof  discharged.  ■< 

And  whereas  the  commissary-generai' of  ' musters  has  snproved  MsMit 
good  and  faithful  oiBcer,  and  those  who  hate  be^n  employ^  under  himlut 
given  satisfaction  in  their  offices :  *   *  -  • 

Rualvedt  That  the  said  commissary«genera1  of  musters,  and  those  oiBcefl , 
who  have  continued  in  that  department  under  him  for  iel^tecm  months  ltd  | 
past,  shall  be  entitled  to  receire  a  sum  equal  to  thdrpty  respeetttely  fr  | 
the  terms  of^welve  months  from  this  day. 

Besolvedy  That  in  future  the  business  of  mustering  the  troopS  be  petfom-  '. 
ed  by  the  inspectors  of  the  hrmr,  [in  such  maihier  and  under  such  r^*  \ 
lations  as  the  commander  in  chiefshall  direct;  who  is  herebjr Utttheriim to 
make  the  arrangements,  reporting  the  same  to  Congress. 

«. 

THURSDAY,  January  13,  1780. 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  jn;eneral  Washington,  was  read,  accompanied  I 
with  sundry  papers  relative  tu  a  proposed  exchange  of  prisoners  oi  war;  j 
AVhereupori,  I 

Resolved,  That  a!l  the  powers  granted  to  general  Washington,  hv  there^ 
solution  ot  the  ath  of  March,  1779,  respectino;  the  exchange  of  prisooerSi 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  renewed  and  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  accompanying  die  general's  letter  of  the  4th  be 
returned  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authorities  af  the  se- 
veral states,  to  transmit  with  all  possible  expedition  to  getierai  Washingtoo^ 
the  names  and  rank  of  all  officers ;  and  the  number  of  privates  belongiog  to 
the  enemy,  held  as  prisoners  of  war  within  their  respective  states^  m  ^ 
places  they  are  at,  in  order  that  they  may  be  included  in  the  general  ^' 
change,  should  a  cartel  be  agi-eed  to,  between  the  eommandersin*cUrfw- 
the  American  and  British  armies. 

.Many  inconveniences  attending  the  present  management  of  prisosm  of 
wa«,  and  great  dissatisfaction  having;  arisen  from  the  mode  of  exdisvgjiK 
them  heretofore  used,  fh>m  the  partwlities  inevitably  attending  the  same, 
while  conducted  under  various  directions  bj  cKvers  commissanes  indepen- 
debt  of  each  other;  mid  sufficient  pnivisioii  not  being  mud^  fo'lMri*^ 
riti%  in  many  cases  frequently  occurring :  I 

ilhsok*e<2.  That  all  prisoners  of  war,  whether  ustpdvated  by  the  arm/ i 
naTjr  of  the  United  States^  or  b/  the  sukiioctay  trosps»  or  iHf^Jtm^f^^ 
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lar  state,  fthall  be  delivered  into  the  care  and  custody  or  the  coiumissary- 
^ner^tl  of  pn^on^rH,  his  deputies  or  assistauts,  and  be  deemtid  and  treated^ 
Hi  ali  respects,  a«  prisoners  of  war  to  tlie  UuUed  States: 
•  That  it  be  eaniestly  recommended  to  the  govertiments  of  the  respective 
states,  tliat  they  niake  no  exchanges  of  prisoners;  to  the  intent,  that  all 
exchaiiges  may  be  made  through  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  by 
direction  of  Congress  or  the  commander  in  cbaef,  or  board  or  admiralty ; 
and  wlmprtpoiiera  ara  Ukan  bj  the  pariicalar  subjects,  troopa  or  veaaels  of 
aoj  state^  not  id  the  acrvice.  of  tha  United  States,  or  by  private  ahina  or 
vaaaala  af  wari  fitted-  omt  in  any  particiiiar  atate»  these  aliatl  ba  first  exchang* 
edt-aa  far  as  is  necessary,  for  the  subjecla  or  inhabitants  ot  the  same  state* 
taken  bj  the  subjects,  adherents,  ships  or  vessels  of  the  enemy ;  and  the 
overplaSi  if  any,  shali  go  towards  redeeuun^  the  prisoners  in  tlie  hands,  of 
the  enemy ;  withaiit  regard  to  their  being  sobjeou  or  inliabitauta  of  anjr  par- 
ticular state  f 

Tliat  all  masters  or  cointimnders  of  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  shall 
take  the  utmost  care  t**  bi  itiir  iiuu  port  all  prisoners  ca|*tivated  by  them. 
And  if  from  necessity  tliry  sliali  be  obliged  to  dismihs  any  prisoners  at  sea, 
they  shall,  on  return  f  rom  their  cruise,  make  report  thereof,  on  oath,  to  the 
jadge  of  the  admiralty  of  the  slate  to  which  they  belong,  or  in  which  they 
arrive,  within  £0  days  after  their  arrival,  with  their  reasons  for  such  dismis- 
sion. And  if  theitMige  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  .the  reasons  assigned,  or  if 
it  shall  apfiear  that  the  prisoners  were,  dbcharged  to  avoid  the  trouble  or 
expenae  of  bringing  them  into  port,  and  delivering  them  into  custodyj  or  In 
nsy  wise  nnnecessarilj.  then  the  judge  shall  .tranaiait  an  account  tliereof  to 
the  eieentiveof  the  statob  vba  are  requested  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and 
vacate  the  enfuni^sion  granted  to  ttie  said  delinquent  master  or  commander 
of  the  ship  or  vessel,  if  thejr  are  of  opinion  that  such  dismission  was  improper  t 

That  all  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  be 
delivered  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  masters  or  owners  of  such  ships  or 
vessels,  to  a  commissary  of  prisoners  nearest  the  place  of  Uieir  lanilifsg,  or 
into  the  lu  arest  county  gaol,  ou  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  cumoiissioa  grauled 
to  such  private  ship  or  vessel : 

That  on  such  delivery  oftiie  prif^oners  into  the  j^aol,  the  gaoler  shall  be 
obliged  to  inform  the  government  of  the  state  wherem  the  said  prisoners  are 
lauded  or,  in  case  oi  their  residence  at  too  great  a  distance,  the  lieutenant 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  of  the  county  wherein  snch  prisoners  are 
Wande4  the  commissary-general  of  prisonera  or.  his  deputy;  that  if  the  said 
prieeners  are  not  deemed  by  the  executive  'of  the  state,  or.  the  aaid  com* 
mending  officer  of  the  militia,  to  be  in  a  place  of  sufficient  security,  they 
my  be.reinoved  under  proper  guards  to  a  place  or  placea  of  greater  aafety 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  And  the  executive  powers  of  the  re* 
elective  states-are  requested  to  give  the  necessary  orders. to  the  command- 
ing  oflicera  of  militia  on  this  subject,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  escorting 
and  transporting  the  prisoners  ;  charging  the  same  to  the  United  States.  The 
said  executives  are  also  requested  to  give  orders  to  the  officers  of  their  mi- 
litia, to  take  iruoiediate  charge  of  all  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  tlie  ships 
and  vessi  ls  of  war,  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  to  any  particular  state, 
and  to  convey  them,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  the  nearest 
conrtmisaary  oi  prihouers,  or  to  the  couuty  gaol  ;  and  also  direct  the  like  steps 
to  be  taken  in  regard  to  their  removal  fo  places  of  greater  saiety,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  the  case  oC prisonera  captured  by  private  vessels : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  le^isUturea  of.  the  reapective  atateato  *effiNS<> 
tiielly  to  provide,  at  the  expense  Qi  the  United  Stfttes.  for  the  delivery  and 
aafe,  Keeping  of  all  prisoners  captivajted  by  thair  respective  subjects,  out  of 
vejiaela  stranded  or  cast  on  ahore  on  their  coaatSy  jMiging  the  parties  taking 
f^riaoiieri^,  to  deliver  them  to  the  nearest  commissary  of  prisoners  or  into  w 
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nearest  gaol,  in  cnse  no  commissary  of  prisoners  is  stationed  within  conve- 
nient distance  of  the  place  of  capture;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  misconduct 
in  the  persons  so  taking  the  pi  isoners.  that  they  forfeit  all  right  to  the  ves- 
sel, her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture  so  cast  on  shore,  or  the  property  they 
may  save,  or  be  otherwise  entitled  to  out  of  suci)  vessel ;  or  imposing giu^ 
ether  penalty  as  the  said  legislatures  shall  respectively  think  proper: 

That  it  be  l  ecouunended  to  Uie  said  legislatures  to  provide  and  direct,  that 
all  gaolers  receive  and  deliver  prisoners  of  war,  without  charging  any  tee  of 
reward  to  the  persons  delivering  them  into  oT  taking  them  by  proper  author- 
rity  out  of  their  custody.  The  reasonable  expenses  of  supporting  such  pri- 
soners in  gaol,  to  be  paid  by  the  guvernment  of  the  state  vvhereui  they  sLall 
be  confined,  and  charged  to  the  United  States;  except  where  they  can  and 
shall  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  proper  officer  in -the  service  of  the 
United  States.  And  the  gaoler  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  hia  charges  against 
the  United  States*  for  aeeonnt  of  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  coniniiiSarY*<i;«M*' 
ral  of  prisoners,  or  his  nearest  deputy,  when  any  prisoners,  leave  tlie  gfi^ 
rither  for  removal  to  places  of  greater  security,  or  for  exchange : 

That  prisoners  of  war,  either  on  their  march,  or  in  confinement»tiel9r« 
Dished  with  only  two-thirds  of  a  soldier's  ration  : 

That  none  bat  sick  or  wounded  prisoners  be  allowed  carriages  at  fiifk 
expense : 

That  all  prisoners  on  parole  pay  their  own  expenses  ;  and  sncb  expesM 
shall  be  paid 'before  they  shall  be  exchanged  : 

That  all  officers,  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States,  ttnless  in  h^- 
tals,  pay  their  physicians^  surgeons  and  attendants : 

That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  and  his  deputies,  make  regu- 
lar monthlv  return^,  to  tlie  board  of  war,  of  the  numbers,  situation  andex* 
changes  of  all  prisoners  under  their  charge;  and  that  they  also  give  tk 
said  boaid  such  occasional  information,  of  all  material  transactions  in  their 
department,  as  circumstances  from  time  to  time  render  necessary,  or  when 
they  hhail  be  required  by  the  board  so  to  do,  under  pain  uf  being  suspeodeii. 
or  dismissed  by  the  said  board  : 

That  all  exch m^^es  of  prisoners  made  in  consequence  of  the  foregoiog 
resolutions,  shall  be  soldier  for  soldier  and  sailor  for  sailor. 

Whereas  brigadier-general  du  Fortail  and  colonel  Laumoy,  and  lieuten- 
ant-Colonel  de  Gouvion,  have  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stat€»s  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Ist  of  January,  1779, 
and  uiuler  a  permission  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  othis  niostCbrtt-' 
tiaii  inajesty  ,  and  have  obtained  from  the  commander  in  chiei  ample  tcatl*^ 
monials  of  honorable  and  useful  services  rendered  during  the  last  campaign: 

Jtesplved,  That  bripadier-general  du  Portail  and  messieurs  Lauoioj  and 
Gouvion  be  retamed  in  the  aervice  of  the  United  States  (if  pennissiM  €aa 
be  obtained  for  that  purpose  from  hia  most  Christian  majesty  or  bis  niaister 
plenipotentiary)  so  long,  during  the  present  war,  as  shall  be  coosisteDt 
with  their  inciioationa  and  duty  as  offiicera  to  their  kings 

That  the  board  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  minister  o(  Fhince  oa  t1» 
subject,  and  inform  general  du  Portail  and  messieurs  Laumoy  and  Goaww 
of  the  result  of  «uch  conference. 

Aesoii?e<i,  That  the  commander  in  chielf  be  authorized  to  order,soBan/ 
expresses  to  be  retained  in  the  public  aervice  as  he  n^y  judge  neoesMcy  w 
the  immediate  purposes  of  the  army* 

i?eso/rei, '  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  report  proper  sala- 
ries for  such  officers  of  the  United  States  as  have  acted  without  stipulated 
allowances  ;  and  also  what  denominations  of  officers  are  entitled,  by  reso 
lutions  of  Congress,  to  receive  commissions,  and  at  what  rate,  on  the  sttin^ 
whicb  they  have  respectively  negotiated* 
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'  Whereas  by  tUe  eleventh  ardcle  of  the  trei^ty  of  amity  aiid  commercii 
between  his  moftt  Christian  miyestjrand  the  United  States  of  Americaj  it  is 
provided,  that,  **  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  UnitiMl  States,  or 
any  uneof  them,  shall  not  be  reputed  aubains  in  France^  and  consequently 
shall  be  exempted  from  the  Droit  d'  Aubaine,  or  other  similar  duty,  Under 
what  name  soever:  they  may,  by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose 
of  their  goods,  moveable  and  immoveable,  in  favour  of  such  persons  as  to  tnem 
shall  seem  good  ;  and  their  heirs,  subjects  of  the  said  United  States,  residing, 
whether  in  France  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,ab  intestat,  without  being 
obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and  without  having  iheetYact  of  this 
concession  contested  or  impeded  under  pretest  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives 
of  provinces,  cities  or  private  persons:  and  the  said  heirs,  whetlier  such  by 

Sirticalar  title,  or  ab  intestate  shalftte  exempt  from  all  duty,  called  Droit  de. 
etraction,  or  o^er  duty  of  the  same  kind ;  saving,  nevertheless*' the  local . 
rights  or  duties,  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  establish^  by 
the  United  States  or  any  of  them :  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king 
shall  enjoy,  on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire 
and  perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  present 
article  ;  but  it  is  agreed,  at  the  same  time,  that  its  contents  shall  not  affect' 
the  laws  made  or  that  may  bo  made  lierer^fter  in  France,  against  emigrations, 
Vihich  shall  remain  in  all  thoir  force  and  vigor;  and  the  United  States,  on 
their  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact  such  laws  relative  to 
that  matter  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  reconHiicnded  to  the  legislatiu  es  of  the  several  Uni- 
ted States  to  make  provision,  where  not  already  riiade,  for  conferring  like 
privileges  and  immunities  on  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
agreeable  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  the  above  recited  article, 

SATURDAY,  JamUry  15, 1 780. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Laudimsn  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  lientenant 
in  colonel  ArmandV  corps  ;  his  commission  to  bear  date  from  the  1st  diy  of 
June,  1779  ;  the  date  of  his  brevet :  '  * 

That  Mr.  Buffault,  who,  on  the  ISth  qf  January,  1779,  was  appointed  to 
the  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  receive  a 
commission  of  licut.in  col.  Armand's  corps,  to  bear  the  date  of  his  brevet: 

That  Christian  Brymanbe  appointed  to  the  rank  of  cornet ,in  colonel  Ar- 
mand's corps. 

Resolved,  That  a  court  be  established  for  the  trial  of  all  appeals  from  the 
courts  of  admiralty  in  these  United  States,  in  cases  ol  capture,  to  consist  of 
three  judges,  appointed  and  commissioned  by  Congress,  either  two  of  whom, 
in  the  absence  of  the  other,  to  hold  the  said  court  for  the  despatch  of  business : 

That  the  said  court  appoint  thmrown  register  : 

That  the  trials  therein  be  accord in^^  to  the  usage  of  nations  and  not  by 

That  the  said  judces  hold  their  first  session  as  soon  as  may  be  at  Philadel* ' 

I'liia ;  and  afterwards  at  such  times  and  places  as  they  shall  jud^e  most  con- 
•lucive  to  the  public  good,  so  that  they  do  not  at  any  time  sit  further  eastward 
than  Hartforu,  in  Connecticut,  or  southward,  than  vVilliamsbur^,  in  Virginia: 
That  the  sniary  of  the  said  jud<]^es  be  fixed  on  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next;  and  that  in  the  interim  the  sum  of  1£,000  dollars  be  advanced  to 
tach  of  them. 

J^esoli'fd,  That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  lor  electin*:;  the  judges  of, the 
court  of  appeals  ;  and  tiiat  in  the  mean  wlule  nominaiioo  be  made. 

MONDAY,  Jamtttry  ir,  1780. 

Theboardoftreasnry,  to  whom  was  referred  an  appUi^OB  of  AsaWor- 
Vol.111.  54 


Digitized  by  Google 


 •   I  i  ■■  I     I  ■  I  .■■11.^    |.    I  ...I  I  ,    .1  •  •  ,  , 

tti^gton,  employed  as  iftspeetor  of  cattle  in  the  department  of  :tbfcooiiis- 
eary-geneial,  from  the  18th  day  of  November,  1779,  to  the  15th  of  Jaavarj, 
IfBC^hMijhtina report;  WMreupon,  . 

SnolvMt  That  in  addition  to  his  pay,  of  4  dollars  per  day,  the  mid  Att 
Worthingtun  be  allowed  the  ium  of  5940  doliare,  in  compeosation  f«ir  hii 
•enieei  mlwpensea  to  thia  date ;  end  that  a  warrant  itatto  4»  the  tnm- 
nr/in  fan  favor,  fbrtbat  anm* 

The  board  of  wafj^to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  De- 
cember last,  from  gen.  Washington,  relative  to  monsienr  Hyaciathe  It 
Motte,  brought  in  a  report ;  WtMrenpon, 

ResohotA^  That  the  expediency  of  continuing  monsieur  la  Motte  id  his 
iresent  employment,  be  referred  to  the  honorable  council  of  Massachusetts* 
bay?  who  are  requested  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  moa- 
SUicr  la  Motte,  at  continental  expense  ;  and  if  they  deem  his  contiDuance 
unnecessary,  to  di^chariie  him  from  any  farther  service  ;  and  thcit  the  council 
be  informed,  that  tiie  board  of  war  have  advanced  monsieur  la  Mott^^ 
dollars,  on  account  of  his  pay. 

Eesolvedt  Tliat  the  cominissary -general  of  purchases  be  allowed  two  decks, 
to  be  by  him  appoiuted. 

That  each  of  the  said  clerks  be  allowed  the  same  salary  as  clerks  of  the 
board  of  treasury. 

TUESDAY,  Jamary  18,  1790.  " 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  John  Streepr, 
praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  house,  accidentally  burnt  by  a  pioLst 
guard  of  the  American  army,  in  December,  \7T7,  report. 

That  aa  Ciiiig^sa  have  frequently  decld^  the  compensation  for  danm 
ou£^t  notto  be  partially  made,  but  must  be  postponed  to  the  eml  cf  tte 
war*  to  be  then  taken  into  consideration,  th^  boara  cannot  report  In  j^vnr 
of  the  said  petitioner ;  bnt  think  his  petition  ought  to  be  defected  for  Ik 
present : 

Metohid,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report  ! 

THURSDAY,  January  20,  1780. 

lUseloedf  That  three  commissioners,  one  of  whom  to  be  a  member  of 
Conji;reea|be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expenses  of  the  staff  departoients 
and  the  means  of  retrenching  the  same;  that  they,  or  any  two  of  thein,be 
authorized  to  enquire,  by  inspection  or  otlierwisc,  concerning  the  severe! 

posts  or  places  where  oracers  of  the  staff  are  stationed  ;  and  to  requit  e  al 
them  any  intormation  relative  to  their  respective  departments  ;  to  discbarge 
supernumerary  and  delinquent  oflicers  and  men  of  the  said  departments; 
to  break  up  unnecessary  posts,  and  to  establish  posts  where  requisite ;  tostop 
all  issues  of  rations  and  other  supplies  not  indispensibly  necessary  for  the 
service;  that  they  repair  to  head -quarters,  and  that  they,  or  any  twoofthero, 
be  authorized,  in  conjunction  with  gen.  Washington,  to  reduce  the  number 
of  horses  and  wagons  employed  in  the  ai  my,  and  to  adopt  the  cheapest  and 
most  certdn  method  of  transportation ;  and  any  oUier  measureit  fur  pmoot* 
in<j  economy  in  the  said  departments  : 

That,  fur  the  present,  they  be  empowered  to  stop  all  issues  of  ratioMOf 
every  kind,  for  three  months,  due  to  persons  not  in  camp»  who  caa  beeditr* 
wise  supplied  than  from  the  public  stores ;  and  to  report  the  sum  to  bepii<l 
-  for  the  mtiotti  sostopped : 

That  they  report  anch  arrangements^  in  waf  or  all  of  the  teid  dspart- 
mentSt  as  they  may  judee  exp^ient;  haTins  regacd  to  the  MohUnW'^ 
Congress  of  the  14th  aim  Ifthof  Oecoolier  last  t 

That  the  depnrtneiit  of  the  hnirack«inatter  gmieral  be  ^Miehed,  awl  tint 
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he  he  called  to  ah  ithniediate  acconnt  for  the  monej  adraBced  him  hy-ijtm 
United  States.  . 

JUiolvi4i  That  to-morrow  he  assianed  Ihr  electing  the  commiaaioBeia.  . 

FRIDAY,  Jmuarif  21,  1780. 
According  to  order,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  colonel  Pickering  were  elected* 

SATURDAY,  January  22,  \7S(k 

The  board  of  admiralt?  having  laid  before  Congress  a  return  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy : 

'  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  back  to  the  hoard,  and  that  thej  re-*' 
port  on  tlie  expediency  of  stopping  pay  and  rations  or  subsistence  to  all 
officers  and  mechanics  oi  the  admiral tjr  not  in  actual  service;  preserving 
to  the  former  their  rank  in  the  navy. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  electidn  of  another  eonrmie^neri  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  gen.  Thomas  Miffiin  was  elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  ;  and 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  president  informed  Congress,  that  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Pace  and  Mr.  Hosmer,  were  dulj  elected ;  Mr.  Hosmer  and  Mr.  raca 
having  an  equal  number  of  votes. 

*     MONDAY,  Jarmary  24,  1 780. 

A  letter  from  the  honorahle  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 
read,  iiUonning,  that  he  has  appointed  monsieur  D'Anmour  consul  of  France 
for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  ami  inclosing  his  commission  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  a{>pruve  the  same:  that  the  commission  be  re- 
glistered,  and  notice  given  to  the  ofovernor  of  North -Carolina, 

Congress  being  informed  of  ^reat  abuses  iii  the  quaiter -master's  depart* 
inent,  at  Martinsburgh,  in  Virginia ;  .     . , 

Riitdvidt  That  the  boardof  war  be  empowered  to  appoint  suitM^j*^* 
•ons  to  enquire  into  the.  said  abuses,  and  to  make  the  proper  retrenchments 
and  reformations. 

TUESDAY,  Jamary  25,  1780. 

;  Mr.  A.  Clark,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  attended  and  pre- 
.duced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  return  of  the  officers  m 
^e  navy  of  the  United  States,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  ^ 

Besoivpd,  That  the  paj  of  all  officers  of  the  navjr»  not  in  actual  service^ 
cease  from  this  day  : 

That  such  oflicers^  retain  their  rank,  depositing  their  commissions  in  their 
respective  navj  boards  until  they  shall  be  called  into  actual  service. 

THURSDAY,  Jumuanf  9,7, 1780, 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  Delav^are,  attended  and  produced  thecre* 
dentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read. 

*  A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Eustace,  was  read«  requesting  leave  to 

resign  : 

*  Kesolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

JResolved,  Tliat  the  treasurer,  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war,  the 
commissioners  oftlie  chambers  of  accounts,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 
boards,  the  secretaries  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  of  the  board  of  war,  the 
assistant  auditor-getieral,  and  the  clerks  of  the  board  of  treasury,  board  of 
war,  chambers  of  accounts,  treasurer,  auditor-general,  and  of  the  secretary  of 
Congress,  be  entitled  to^  receive,  in  lieu  of  every  oUier  allowance,  from  the 
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itd  day  of  November^  1778,  or  from  the  dates  of  their  appoiotments,  \£fimtfi 
after  that  tiiiie»  the  same  salaries  as  are  aUowed  thani  mpectively  by  a  reMh 
lution  of  Congress  of  tiie  £d<i  of  October^aBd  ene  of  ike  12tk  of'NoYciibc«i 

1779: 

That  the  pay  of  John  Gibson,  esq.  for  his  services  whilfit  auditor-general,  be 
as  follows  ;  from  the  9th  of  December,  1776,  the  time  of  the  last  adjustnent 
of  his  account,  to  tlie  16th  of  October,  1778,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  se- 
ven liundrecJ  and  filteen  dollars  per  annum  ;  from  the  date  lastmentidoed,  to 
the  9d  of  November,  1778,  at  the  rate  of  S430  dollars  per  annum;  and 
from  thence  to  the  25th  of  Novemi)er,  1779,  at  the  rate  of  12,00Q  doUarsper 
annum : 

Tliat  tlie  pay  of  the  secretary  ot  ron2;re?s  be  as  follows  :  from  the  10th  of 
February,  1778,  the  date  of  tbe  last  setilernent  of  his  account,  to  the  iCthof 
October  lull<»wing,  at  the  rate  of  £000  dollars  per  annum  ;  from  the  time  last 
mentioned  to  the  2d  of  November,  1778,  4000  dolhu  s  per  annum  ;  and  Um 
and  after  that  day  until  the  further  order  of  Congiebb^at  the  rate  of  14,00a 
dollars  per  anDum : 

That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  marine  committee  be»  from  the  9t 
of  November,  1770,  at  the  rate  ofSOOOdoKaraper  annum,  untU  he  was  ap- 
pointed secrotarjto  the  board  of  admiralty : 

That  the  pay  of  the  clerks  of  the  commercial  committee,  the  clerk  sf  As 
navy  board  of  the  middle  district,  and  the  secretary  of  ordnance  and  pay- 
master to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  from  the  20th  of  November,  1778, 
or  from  the  dates  of  their  appointments,  if  elected  after  that  time,  beatite 
rate  of  8000  dollars  per  annum  respectively,  until  the  further  ordirs£ 
Congress  : 

That  William  Story,  having  performed  the  service  of  clerk  and  pay-mas- 
ter to  the  navy  board  'of  the  eastern  district,  be  entitled  to  receive,  fi-omthe 
2d  of  November,  1778,  in  lieu  of  every  other  allowance,  at  the  rate  of  80QP 
dollars  per  annum,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress  : 

That  tlie  salary  of  the  treasurer  of  loans,  frcnn  the  2d  of  November, 
1778,  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  commissioner  of  the  chambers  of  accounts, 
until  the  further  order  of  Congress  ;  in  full  of  all  services  in  the  said  office: 

That  the  accounts  of  the  said  officers  be  forthwith  adjusted  and  closed. 

Resolved,  That  all  issues  of  articles  in  the  department  of  the  commissary- 
general  of  issues,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resuluiionof  Congre^isof  the  2d 
of  October,  1777,  be  discoiitinued  : 

Thatthc  medical  committee,  as  soon  as  they  shall  judg;e  convenient, give 
directions  for  removing  the  hospitals  in  or  near  Plilladclnhia,  to  some  other 
place,  where  wood  and  other  necessaries  may  be  procured  on  more  reason- 
able  terms  than  in  the  city  aforesaid : 

.  That  the  jssuin|||;-commissarie8  be  respectively  directed  not  to  deliver  n- 
tjons,  or  parts  ofrations,  to  any  hospital -commissary,  unless  on  retarnt 
signed  by  him  and  countersigned  by  the  principal  physician  or  surgeon  of 
the  respective  hospitals,  specifying  the  names  and  stations  of  the  persons 
for  whom,  and  for  what  time,  the  rations  are  drawn;  and  that  the  hospital- 
commissarv  be  also  reaulred  to  annex  to  each  return  the  receipts  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  be  shall  have  delivered  the  provisions  drawn  on  the  list 
return  : 

That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  direct  the  form  of  the  letums  asd 
receipts  aforesaid. 

FRIDAY,  January  9.%,  1780. 
Whereas  the  drawing  of  tfie  blanks  as  well  as  the  prizes  in  the  second 
class  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  has  been  attended  with  ^reat  and  unne- 
cessary expense  and  delay,  and  th6  drawing  of  the  prizes  only  is  equally 
cure  and  advantageous  to  the  adveaturers  ;  therefore. 
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Rmhs^A^  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  direct  the  mana- 
gers of  the  United  States'  lottery  to  draw  the  prizes  only,  in  the  third  clans 
of  the  said  lottery ;  and  that  in  case  any  of  the  tickets  should  remaifi  unsold 

at  the  commencement  of  the  drawing,  to  continue  tlie  sale  inthe  ptacu  where 
the  lottery  is  drawn,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  board. 

Resolved,  That  a  secretary  be  not  allowed  to  the  navy  board  in  the  mid- 
dle district  ;  but  that  Mr.  J.  rennel  be  clerk  and  pay-masttr  to  tlie  ^idiioard« 
with  hib  former  salary  of  8000  dollars  per  annum. 

MONDAY,  Jtmimry  31, 1780. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  are  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  attach- 
ttent«nd  seal  9i  ^e  magtstratts  and  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New- Jersey, 
iutheoommoQ  cause;  and  of  their  ready  and  effectual  exertions  in  providing 
and  fimitshiiig  the  army,i  under  his  excellency  the  commander  in  cnief,  with 
provisions,  at  a  time  when  the  difficulty  of  transportation  rendered  such  ex- 
ertiiBsabaoltttely  necessary. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  2,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  January  SO,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  inclosing  •  let- 
ter from  major-ueneral  Greene,  quarter  master  f^oneral,  and  the  proceedings 
of  t!ie  general  court-martial  on  tlie  trial  of  major-general  Arnold; 

Ordered^  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  considering  the  proceedings 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  commission  to  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  be  as 
follows :  ■ 

•  The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  to  the  hoiun  aV.le  grcetiiigi 
Know  you,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  learning, 
prudence,  intee;rity,  and  abilities,  we  have  assigned,  deputed,  and  appointed 
you  one  of  our  judj^es  of  our  court  of  appeals,  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all 
appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty,  in  the  states  respectively,  in  caiies  of 
capture,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  duly  entered  and  made  in 
tny  of  the  said  states ;  and  to  do  generally  all  those  things  that  you  are  or 
shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  b^  Congress  to  do  and  perform,  and 
which,  shall  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of  Siesaid  office,  according  to  the 
law  and  usa^e  of  nations  and  the  acts  of  Congress  ;  to  have,  hold,  exercise* 
and  enjoy,  all  and  singular,  the  powers,  authorities,  and  jurisdictions  afore- 
said ;  and  also  the  privileges,  benefits,  emoluments,  and  advantages  to  the 
?aid  office  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining.  Witness,  his  excellency 
Samukl  Huwtikgton,  esq.  president  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the 
day  of  '  in  the  f  ourth  year  of  our  independence,  and  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

FRIDAYi  Fthruary  4,  1780. 

Mr.  John  Collius,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-island,  attended  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congrms. 

^*       MONDAY,  February  7,  1780. 

Mr.  Samuel  TJvermore,  a  de]e2:ate  from  New -Hampshire,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  brigadier-general  Huger,  dated 
April,  1779,  ^ 

JResolved,  That  the  Rev.  Henry  Purcell  be  appointed  chanlain  to  the  bri- 
gade commanded  .by  said  brigadier-general  Huger,  and  entitled  to  the  emo- 
lumenta  of  the  said  office,  from  the  7th  day  of  April,  1779. 

A  letter^  of  Jaonary  £d,  from  Nathaniel  Muuford,  was  read,  signifying 
his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of  accounts.  . 
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'  The  delegates  of  iMassachusetta-Bay  Iditl  before  Coiigre]^  theilr  coaunu- 
slou  aad  inatructions,  which  were  read. 

A  representation  from  Peter  Alcott  and  BazaleefWoodward,  stjlmj:theDi' 
Selves  agents  from  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  in  the  northerftimrkt  oftlie 
New-Hampshire  Granto)  on  both  aides  of  Connecticetrrrer,  andhdwcMi  ti 
heights  of  land  oil  the  two  sides,  accompanied  wkh  a  paper,  signed  '*Mq| 
Marsh,  chairman  of  said  eonvehtion,''  purporting  to  be  powers  gitliM  1M 
}kj  a  convention  of  members  from  the  towns  aforesaid^  were  read. 

An  act  of  the  lefpslature  of  the  state  of  New*Hampsbtre  was  laid  bffyit 
Congress  and  read,  as  follows : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  :  ' . 

*  In  the  year  of  our  Lortl  one  thousand  4>ev  ca  Imadrcd  uud  seventy-nine. 

An  net  for  complving  with  and  earthing  into  efTect  the  reeommendiUions  ooolakied  iii  6ectVBi& 
solutions  r>t  the  'CongKM  oTthe  United  Statei  of  America,  qf  t|ie  Skb  of  HqMaihet,  aadSlir : 
October,  1779. 

^Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did,  on  tfie  ^4!f  I 
day  of  September  last  past»  ttnanimmislj  enter  into  certain  resolutions,  in  the 
words  foilowin^;,  namely,  (here  the  resolutions  are  entered  at  full  length} 
and  whereas  also  the  said  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did,  on 
the  2d  oF()ct(»ber  !ast,  tnianimously  enter  into  a  certain  resolution,  in  th  ■ 
words  fol lowinj;,  nameiy,  "  whereas  in  the  firsf  re?^o!ijtiori  of  Congress,  oi 
the  24th  oFSeptember,''  Ike,  (the  whole  resolution  bt  iti^  recited)  and  wficre* 
as  the  afore-recited  resolutions  and  recommendations  are  founded  in  equif  ; 
justice  and  tru>'  pulirv,  and  have  for  their  object  the  establislunent  of  perpe-  , 
tual  hanuonv,  (i  it  iKisliij)  .uhI  mutual  confidence  bpfwecn  the  states  therein 
named,  wfiicii  is  no  less  the  desire  than  interest  of  tliis  state  to  promote: be 
it  therefore  enacted,  that  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which  it  is  recoin- 
mended  to  or  requested  of  this  state,  in  and  by  the  said  resolutions,  to  res? 
in  or  grant  to  the  said  Congress,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  in  andgraSt* 
ed  thereto,  as  fully  and  amply  as  if  the  same  were  herein  again  partictihlrtT 
enumerated  and  described ;  and  that  the  decisions  and  determiaati^s  nMn 
shall  be  made  in  the  prentiises,  in  pursnance  of  the  tiowers  and  atthorifo 
hereby  granted,  shall  be  obligatory  on  this  state,  ana  the  people  lherso( 
iur  as  the  said  decisions  and  determinations,  or  any  or  etmer  of  theni>  shall 
respect  the  same  or  any  part  thereof.  And  farther,  that  Ails  act  shall  il* 
ways  be  construed  in  a  sense  most  adapted  to  advance  the  design,  trst  li- 
ient  and  meaning  of  the  said  resolutions.  And  be  it  further  enacted  b^thfi 
authority  aforesfiul,  that  no  advantage  shall  be  taken  by  this  state  of  theatt* 
performance  of  any  of  the  conditions  in  any  of  the  grants  of  land  in  the  mid 
resolutions  referred  to ;  but  that  further  time  be  given  to  fulfil  the  same  re- 
spectively, to  wit,  until  the  expiration  of  six  yearSi  to  be  computed  from  dke 
publication  of  this  act. 

•*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  esq.  witli  the  dcle2;ates  of  this  state  iit  the  Continental  CoiiLrress,  for 
the  time  being,  or  either  ot  them,  be  and  ilu  y  are  hereby  fully  ^lutliorized and 
empowered  to  appear  as  aj^ent  or  agents  for  this  state,  and  to  represent  the 
game  before  tlie  said  Congress,  or  any  court  or  commissioners  appointed  bj 
Congress  to  hear  and  determine  any  or  all  the  disputes  aforesaiff.** 

Jtesolved,  That  the  commissar)  general  of  musters,  his  deputies  and  mus- 
ter-masters, be  allowed  100  dollars  per  month  for  each  detained  ration,  from 
the  I8th  of  August  last  to  the  12ib  of  January  last,  when  the  department  was 
discontinued,  lu  like  manner  as  officers  in  the  line. 

Jitisolved,  i  lidt  the  officers  attached  to  the  companies  of  sappers  aod 
ners  be  commissioned,  and  rank  as  follows : 

Mr.  Nevin,  captain,  April  S5th«  1779 ;  Mr.  Bebee^  Mr.  Murray*  Mr«  Ai 
Veil,  captains ;  Mr.  Gilleland, Mr.  Bushnelly  Mr. Cleveland,  captain li^fl^ 
nantSf  August  2, 1779;  Mr*  Welsh,  lieuieAant. 
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Sesolvedf  tliat  in  part  payment  for  tbe  wood  and  other  supplies,  furnish- 
ed for  the  uae  of  the  Unitod  8tate8,  firon  the  estate  of  Stephen  Muore,  at 
West-Point,  a  wtmuit  itmie  on  the  treasurer,  in  his  favour,  for  10,000  dol- 
lars, and  another  on  his  exceHency  Richard  Caswell,  esq.  q:ovenior  of  the. 
s^ate  of  North  Carolina,  in  his  favour,  for  30,000  dollars,  being  part  of  the  - 
monej  raised  in  the  said  state  tor  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  tlit^ 
final  settlement  of  bis  demands  be  deferred  to  a  future  opportunitjr. 

TttESDAV,  February  8, 1780. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  l/oii^ress  of  the  28th  of  November,  1773,  it 
WM  provided,  that  the  allowance  of  the  managers,  after  that  time,  ahould  be 
determined  at  the  close  of  the  drawing  of  the  second  dais  of  the  lottery :  . 

Jitaokxdf  Tliat  the  said  man^cets  be  respective! j  allowed  Id  dollars  per 
day  for  their  services  from  the  a8th  of  November,  1778,  to  the  89th  of  Jon*' 
1779>  being  the  time  of  finishing  the  drawing  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  their 
allowance  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  third  class  be  determined  at 
the  close  of  the  drawing  thereof. 

J^esohed,  That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  R«  Tronp,.  secretary  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  be  accepted. 

JResolved,  That  when  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  in  the  service  of  tiie 
United  States,  shall  be  lo^t  by  capture  or  otherwise,  a  court  of  enquiry,  con- 
sisting of  that  continental  navy  board  which  shall  by  the  bfiard  of  admiralty 
l>e  directed  to  proceed  therein,  or  any  three  persons  that  such  navy  board 
»iay  appoint,  be  held  to  eiKjuire  into  the  cause  of  such  loss ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  .same  was  occasioned  the  negligence  ormalconduct  of  the 
4<aptain,or  any  otlier  commissioned  officer. belonging  to  the  ship  or  vessdof 
var  so  lost,  that  then  a  court-martial  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  so 
ofendin^  to  consist  of  such  officers,  if  conveniently  to  be  collected,  as  by 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy  constitute  a  court-martial ;  otnerwise 
ef  five  such  persons  as  the  said  navy  board  slhill  for  that  purpose  anpoint; 

if  such  loss  should  be  by  capture,, and  it  shall'  appear  on  trial,  tnat  the 
^me  was  occasioned  by  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, then,  and  in  that  case,  such  commanding  officer  shall  sulTer  death  ;  and 
if  the  lose,  whether  bv  capture  nr  otherwise,  shoutd  be.  occasioned  by  any  , 
otiu  r  iiialconductt  such  commanding  officer  shall  be,  by  such  court-martiat^ 
cashiered : 

That  when  two  or  more  slups  or  vessels  of  war,  in  the  service  of  thc«e 
states,  are  in  company,  and  any  or  either  of  them  shall  be  lost,  by  capture 
or  otherwise,  a  court  of  enquiry,  so  constituted  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  to 
enquire  into  the  causes  thereof ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  such  loss  was 
sccasiotted  by  the  malcoiidoct  or  negligence  of  any  captain  or  commanding 
cflicer  of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  company  as  aforesaid,  then  a  court-martial 
constituted  as  before  menttoned»  shall  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  so 
oflTending ;  and  the  loss  should  be  by  capture,  and  it  should  appear  on 
trial,  that  such  capture  was  occasioned  by  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  such 
captain  or  commanding  officer,  by  withholding  his  assistance  from  the  sliifi 
or  vessel  of  war  so  captured,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such  captain  or  com- 
mandirs;  ofTicer  shall  suffer  death  ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  loss  hap- 
pened through  any  other  malconduct  of  such  captain  or  commanding  oiUcery 
ilien  he  shall  be,  by  such  court-martial,  cashiered  : 

That  if,  upon  enquiry  as  aforesaid,  into  the  conduct  ol  any  officer  or  ofH- 
cers  in  the  service  of  these  states,  it  shall  appear  that  they,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  have  offended  in  any  instance  mentioned  in  these  resoiutioub,  it  shall 
be  In  the  power  uf  the  nuvy  board  to  suspend  such  officer  or  officers,  until  a 
tiial  by  court-martml  shall  be  had ;  and  the  navy  board  shall  forthwith 
traosmU  U  Ihe  b«ud «l  admindij  the  proceedings  of  siich  c6urt  of  enquiry, 
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with  their  doings  in  consequence  thereof,  and  to  .  ^   ^  -^^ 

ings  of  courts-martial,  when  any  shall  be  had,  previous  to  tlie  executiw«f 
any  capital  sentence  that  shall  fie  bv  such  court-martial  awarded  ;  to  the 
end  that  Congress  may  extend  their  mercy  to  such  offenders  «s  thej^piy^ 
judge  to  be  proper  objects  thereof. 

Resolvpcl^Thht  the  board  of  admiralty  order  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be 
instituted  agreeably  to  the  furegoing  resolution,  to  enquire  into  the  cause 
of  the  loss  of  the  continental  sloop  Fiy»  lately  commanded  by  cjift|ii^ 
James  Robinson. 

A  petition  from  the  corporation  of  the  public  grammar  school,  or  aca- 
demy, of  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  Delaware  state,  was  (eafi| 
praying  a  comfiensation  for  the  damages  done  to  their  public  school:  ^ 

Ch^deredf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  there  to  be  fi^d 
with  papers  of  a  similar  nature.  .  ,  .«^.  m 

WEDNESDAY,  February  9,  1780. 

A  letler,  of  the  8th,  from  W.  Paca»  was  read,  signifying  his  acc«pfii^cie|f 
the  office  of  judge  of  the  coort  of  appeals. 

Fesolrndf  That  the  reasonable  expense  any  state  hath  incurred,  or  maj^ 
ctir,  by  raising  and  having  in  the  continental  army  more  than  what  shall  bQ 
after  appear  to  have  been  their  just  proportion  of  the  troops  actually  seri 
in  the  said  army  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  allowed  to  such  states,  ai 
equitably  adjusted  in  a  &nai  settlement  of  their  accounts  with  the  Us 
States.  * 

Nesolvedf  Tliat  for  the  ensuing  campaign  the  states  be  respectively  rt- 
<|uired  to  furnisli,  bv  draughts  or  otherwise,  on  or  before  the  tirst  day  of. 
April  next,  their  rts[>cctive  deficiencies  of  the  number  of  35,21 1  men,  e^^clji- 
sive  of  commissioned  odicers,  which  Congress  deem  necessary  for  the  serifp^j 
of  the  present  year  : 
That  the  quotas  of  tiie  several  states  be  as  follows  : 


Nev-Hampihire,         ...  1215 

Massachusetts-Bay,       ...  6070 

Iiho<le-!slancI,       -  810 

Connecticut,        -  3238 

New-York,          ...      -  1620 


Delaware^        ,  .  .  •  40$ 

Maryland,        ...  *  -  •  '  32SB 

Virg-'ima,           *  .  •  •  .  6070 

North-CaiolniA,  -  •  -  3640 

SouUi-Caiulina,  -  -  -  24o0 


New-Jenej,        ....      1630  [excliuhe  of  Uim^Idl. 

FeniMylvania,      ....  4855 

That  all  the  men  whose  times  of  service  do  not  expire  before  the  last 
of  September  next,  be  counted  towards  th^  quotas  of  the  states  to  whii^;^ 

they  respectively  belong,  whether  they  compose  the  battalions  in  the  line  of  ^. 
the  several  states,  those  of  the  additional  corps,  including  the  guards,  tte 
artillery  and  horse,  or  the  regimental  artificers  in  the  departments  of  the 
qnarter-master  general  and  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  who  being 
credited  to  the  states  respectively,  should  be  provided  for,  deemed  and  treat- 
ed in  the  same  manner  with  the  men  in  the  sexeral  state  lines  ;  and  it  h 
rcommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  like  provision  for  the  officers  an^. 
men  of  the  artillery,  horse,  additional  corps,  including  the  guards  and  regl*,, 
mented  artificers,  as  inny  be  made  in  pursuance  of  any  resolution  of  Con-  ^. 
gress,  for  the  officers  and  uteii  of  their  respective  battalions;  with  such  ex-^ . 
ceptions,  respecting  the  regimented  artificers, as  have  been  made  by  Congrew. 
in  their  acts  concerning  them  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  forthwith  directed  to  transmit  to  the 
several  states  accurate  returns  of  the  troops  now  in  service,  belonging  or. 
credited  to  their  respective  quotas  ;  to  the  intent  that  immediate  measures 
be  taken  by  the  governments  of  the  states,  to  bring  the  men  to  be  raised 
into  the  field,  with  certainty  and  expedition. 

THURSDAY*  February  10,  ir80. 
Beiolvedf  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  seose  of  the  merit  and  serrices 
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of  coL  Armand,  and  that  his  appUcation  for  leave  of  absence,  for  the  space 
of  six  months^  after  the  end  of  the  next  campaign,  be  complied  with. 

A  letter,  of  the  96>»  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  informing  that  thej 
haifappollited  Samuel  Uodgdon,  the  principal  field -commisaarj  of  ntUiti^- 
tj  stores,  to  be  deputy-commissary  general  of  inilitary  8torea«  and  propoa- 
ifi^that  his  pay  shoutd  be  1250  dollars  per  month  ;  WhereDpoq, 

Besolvedy  That  the  pay  of  Samuel  Hodgdon,  deputy-commissary  general 
of  military  stores,  be  1£50  dollars  per  .month,  until  the  further  order  of 
Congress. 

Remlvpfl,  That  the  executive  power  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  autho- 
rixed  to  exaaiiiie  the  accounts  of  the  deputy-comnussary  general  of  pur- 
chases and  issues,  against  col.  Bland,  for  articles  supplied  lor  his  use  while  in 
coiuntand  at  the  puvst  of  CharlutteviUe,  and  to  make  sucli  allowances  in 
his  favor  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  proper;  and  that  colonel  Qland  be 
4ischar|;ed  from  pament  of  the  monies  charged  acainst  him  for  all  arikles 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  executive^  he  would  have  been  allowed 
ftom  liie  peculiar  situation  of  his  command. 

'  Mtsfolved,  That  Congress  highly  applaud  the  unremitted  exertions  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  and  the  zeal  and  firmness  manifested  by  them  under  all 
their  ditFicul  ties ;  and  that  the  state  of  Getn-gia  may  be  assured  no  endeATonr 

will  be  wanting;  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  promote  her  interests. 

Resolved,  That  the  quota  of  continental  troops  for  the  state  of  Georgia 
he,  the  ensuing  campaign^  one  battalion  of  iniantrj  and  one  re^roent  of 
horse. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  plan  adopted  by  the  state  of  Georgia 
forreducino:  the  four  regiments  of  that  state  into  one,  for  officering  the  same^ 
and  also  the  regiment  ol  cavalry. 

Resolved,  That  such  officers  as  cannot  be  employed  in  the  line  of  that  state 
ha  deemed  svpenuimeiaries,  nad  entitled  to  every  privilege  with  oAcefi  in 
lifceaitaatioB. 

ReMohed,  That  the  president  inform  the  g09«rnorof  the  state  of  Geoi^ 
that  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  is  now  nc|;otiatiBgt  and  due re|^rd  will 
undoubtedly  be  paid  to  colonel  Elbert. 

Resolved^  That  notwithstanding  the  high  sense  Congress  entertain  of  the 
merit  of  colonel  Elbert,  Coni^ress  cannot  at  present  promote  him  to  the  rank 
of  brigadier  in  the  continental  army,  as  Sttch  promotion  wouid  be  productive 
of  discontent  in  the  line  ai'  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  resolution  respecting  th^  exchange  of  colonel  Elbert, 
be  transmitted  to  general  W  asbington. 

8AT0RDAY,  Pthruartf  IS,  1780. 

Buohed,  That  the  governor' and  privj-conncil  of  the  state  of  Smith- Ca- 
rolina be  requested  to  advance,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  mtlitavj  chesty  sncb 
siiiisdf  money,  being  part  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the  said  state^  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  as  they,  on  consnlting  the  coinmmading  officer  in  the 
southern  department,  may  find  necessary  for  the  public  service  there,  advis- 
ing'the  board  of  treasury  thereof :  and  that,  on  receipt  of  the  documents 
shewing  such  payments  respectively,  the  said  board  credit  the  state  with  the 
same,  from  the  dates  when  they  were  severally  madoi  according  to  the  re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  October  last. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-ma^:- 
tial  on  the  trial  of  majoi  general  Arnold,  and  the  same  being  gone  through; 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones,  that  the  sen- 
Vol.  hi.  6^ 
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ttnce  ef  the  courtrOiArtial  be  confirmed  ;  on  which,  the  yeu  uA  iiftjl  wen 
rf^iiired»  and  it  wu  reaoWed  in  tha  affinpAtive* 

MONDAY,  February  14,  1780.  " '  ' 

Resoh'ed,  That  recruUinjj;  money  be  furnished  to  major  liCe,  to  enable 
him  to  inlist  seventy  privates,  to  serve  as  lUsmouoted  dragoons  in  ddditioD 
to  tlione  now  in  the  corps;  the  whole  to  be  formed  into  three  troops, 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  fro ui  George  Hort'ner,  adjutant  in  colonel  Proctor's 
reciinent  of  artillery,  waa  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  hit  commisiioDt 
lYiiereupon,  »  »  *       '  . 

Mesolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter, «f  this  day,  from  Lawrence  Allman,  capiain-lieut.  in  col.  Proctor^ 
feinment  of  artillery,  was  read,  reqvettuig  leave  to  reaigo  hia  cooiDiisaiaa. 
Muol»€d,  ThaihiareiigBattoiibeaccepted«. 

TUESDAY,  February  15,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  letters  from  the  state  of  Georgpa,  as  far  a? 
theyrelateto  general  M'lntosh,  be  transmitted  to  that  olfuer,  anil  thuthebe 
informed  Congress  deem  it  inexpedient  to  employ  him  at  present  in  the  smith- 
ern  army,  and  therefore  his  services  in  that  departinent  be  dispensed  with, 
until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  Ftfmiary  18,  1780. 

A  memorial  from  John  Holker,  csa.  agent  fur  the  marine  of  France> 
waa  read,  accompanied  wllll  an  appeal  from  the  ludgment  of  the  court «  «l- 
miralijr  fertile  atnto  ef  MaiaaefaMaetts-Eay,  on  the tibel  John  Tocker^.Tcnys 
tbe  alnp  Le  Vem : 

Qrmm^  That  U  be  referred  to  the  cenniittee  on  appeala* 

SATURDAY,  Fehruor^  19,  1780. 

JResolved,  That  the  memorial  of  capt.  Ebenezer  Green,  one  of  the  hostages 
at  the  Cedars,  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  is  hereby  authoriz- 
ed and  directed  to  take  such  meaaures  relative  to  the  aaid  hostages  as  be 
ahaii  judge  moat  expedient. 

MONDAY,  February  21,  1780. 

Bemlved,  That  the  comnussioners  ol  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  ile- 
parttnentbe  authorized  and  instructed  to  take  such  securities  from  the  hostile 
tribes  of  Itidiatis*,  to  ensure  the  faithful  performance  of  their  engageaieiitf 
with  the  said  comuiissioners,  as  seem  most  conducive  to  the  end  propusedi 
in  lien  of  hoatages.  '  ■ 

.  Mitoheii  That  the  promotion  of  Uie  artillery  and  borae  be  determioed  bj 
Ibe  rtiles  executed  with  reprd  to  the  infantry ;  and  that  no  promotioDB  to 
the  tank  bf  colonel,  either  in  the  ardllerj  orai¥nlffjr>  be  made  on  facancie^. 

Resolved,  That  all  aids-de-camp  now  in  service,  who  were  appointed 
before  the  27th  of  May,  177S,  and  are  not  admiaaible  into  any  state  lin^ 
receive  commi«<?ion8  agreeable  to  the  rank  they  are  entitled  to,  under  tl»€ 
resolution  of  June  5th,  1776;  their  comnusaions  to  bear  the  dates  of  their  i 
appointments. 

TUESDAY,  Fehwry  £2, 1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Gerry,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  any  member  thinking  his  privilege  infringed  by  any  tliinj; 
aaid  or  done  in  the  hoilae*  ought  of  right  to  be  heard  in  his  place. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  23,  1780. 
Colonel  Armand,  niarquia  de  la  ttouerie*  having  applied  for  promotion  to 

/ 
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the  rank  of  brigadier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  Consress, 
(though  conscious  of  )ils  merit,  and  thiat  he  has  npoirall  oceasfoits  exhiMled 
undoohted  and  distingaMed  proofs  of  his  great  veal,  activity  and  vigilance, 
intelligence  and  braveiy ;  and  in  the  last  campaign  particuiarlj,  rendered' 
verj  valuable  services)  not  thinking  it  expedient  under  the  present  circuni' 
stances  of  the  army  to  comply  with  his  request,  as  it  would  too  much  inter- 
fere with  the  arrangements  lately  established,  and  be  injurious  to  the  rights 
of  other  colonels  who  have  been  longer  in  service  than  colonel  Armaiid  ;  and 
heme:  (?esiroii«^.  as  well  to  promote  the  public  interest  as  to  testily  their  good 
opinion  of  coionel  Armand,  b  v  aft'ordmg  him  an  opportunity  of  continuing  in 
(he  service  of  the  United  States  ; 

I^psolvedj  That  the  remains  »(  the  legion  of  the  late  count  Pulaski  be  in- 
corporated with  the  corps  of  colonel  Arniand,  marqui&  de  la  llouerie,  in  such 
manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  southern  army  shall  think  proper  : 
the  united  corps  to  be  formed  into  a  legioq  to  be  contmanded  bj  colonel  Ar- 
mand ;  provided,  however,  that  gen.  Lincoln  has  not  already  entered  into  mea- 
iares  for  complying  wit))  the  resolatioil  of  OongresH  of  Decenber  5l9th«  1779* 

FRIDAY,  February  25,  1780. 

"Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  New-York,  laid 
before  Congress  sundry  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  timtttatet  relative  to  the 

appointmerit  of  delegates,  which  were  read. 

Gonirress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  for  eS- 
timatintr  supplies,  and  the  same  having  been  debated  by  para^aphs  and 
amentled,  the  following  resolutions  were  ajrreed  to,  viz. 

Resolved,  't  hat  the  several  states  be  called  on  forthwith  to  procure  their 
'  respective  quotas  of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

K.  Hampshire  11,200  hundred  weight  of  beet,  18,662  bushels  of  corn,  or  bhort 

S5j643  giiUoniofniiii»  I  forage  equivalent^ 

r,  56,000  hundred  weight  of  heeftllttylaa4 

12,126  bushels  of  salt. 


195,628  gallans  of  rum, 
ISwde-Island,  2,240  hundred  weight  ofbee^ 
2,000  bushels  ofMlt^ 
18,621  crallons  o^'i'uni, 
40U  toi^oi  hay, 
Connecticut,  78,400  hundred  weight  of  beef,  Virginia, 
1,011  bushels  of  aalt« 
68,558  ^^allons  of  runi^ 
500  tons  of  hay, 
New-York,    11,200  hundred  weight  of  bee^ 
1^969  bairels  of  flour, 

500  Ions  of  hay, 
30,000  bushels  of  Indian  com, 
'  or  oilier  shoi  i  fomge 
e({iiiva]ent. 
Ks«kJ«IM79  18,000  hundred  weightofbeei; 
h>,000  baiTels  of  flour, 
3,758  bushels  of  salt, 
3,500  tons  of  hay, 
*  30^000  bushels  or  com,  or  short 

forage  equivalent, 
Pennsylvama,  40,000  ban*els  of  flour, 
14,189  bushels  of  salt, 
24,423  gallons  of  rum, 
l,7u0  tons  of  hay, 
200,000  bushels  of  corn,  or  shoil 
fon^  equivalent, 
Dekwaiev      ^fiS5  bmr^  of  flour, 
500  toosof  hi/t 


40,000  hundred  weightof beef, 
20,000  barrels  of  flour, 
200  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade^ 

56^152  bushelsflfeoni,  or  short 

forat^e  eqviivalent, 
1,000  hogsheads  ul  tobacco, 

47,000  hundred  weight  of  beeC 

1,278  barrels  of  flour, 
10,700  bushels  of  salt, 
400  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade, 

200,000  bushebofcorn,  or  short 

for;!  g'C  c  q  t : : va I  c  Tit, 
6,0(X)  lioi^iieads  of  tobacCO^ 
100,000  gjdloniiof  rum, 
N.<:MBnB»  49,fl75  bundled  veigtafcafbeef, 
15,0(X)  barrels  of  flour, 
4,500  bushels  of  salt, 
800  tons  of  hay  or  com 
b1adie» 

80,000  butheteofoom,  or  short 

forag-e  in  propoHion, 
S.-Carolina,   16,000  huudicd  wcigiitof  beef, 
52,000  hundred  weight  office^ 

5,000  bushels  of  sslt, 
12  ,000  g^lons  of  mm, 

800  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade, 

80,000  bu§he]»ofcorn,oriiioit 
fonge  equivaleat 
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441  JmmAJ^  Qg  OOUGBEK,  vm^: 


RiBsohieit  That  pork  be  receiveil  ffom  Mjr  f Uff»  in  Umi  of  beel^  io  qu&u- 
Uties  proportioned  to  the  pcicee  sMigaed  to«ftdi. . 

Resolved,  That  cofetiqentai  ran*  or  other  spirit  suitable  Ibr  tbe  arm  j,  be  re- 
eved in  lieu  of  West-India  ruin,  in  proportion  to  the  prices  aaai^otd  toetch. 
.  Resolved^  That  the  articles  aforesaid,  be  colieclad  and  deposited,  or  ddt^ 
Tered)  at  tlie  risk  of  the  respective  states,  in  such  places  wt^iii  each  liile 
respectively,  as  the  commander  in  chief  bhall  judge-OMMtconvemeat^mci)! 
tobacco,  which  is  ta  be  under  the  direction  of  the  commercial  committee.  | 

Provided,  That  such  of  the  said  articles  as  shall  be  destroyed  or  takenb^ 
the  enemv,  after  being  deposited  as  atoresnid,  or  which  shaii  be  daaM§0dbj  , 
long  keeping,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States. 

nesolvedy  That  the  respective  states  be  credited  for  all  such  comoKKii- 
ties,  being  of  good  and  sufficient  quality,  as  shall  be  received  fur  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  by  persoas  appointed  to  inspect  Uie  same,  at  the  price» 
following,  to  wit : 

Merchantable  flour,  per  hundred  weij^ht  c^ross,  viz.  112  lb.  4^  dollars; 

Beef,  best  grass  fed,  which  shall  be  dclivei  ed  between  the  first  of  Jiil^^ 
and  the  first  of  December,  5|  dollars  per  net  hundred  weight ;  •  '  i; 

Beefy  best  stall  fed,  which  shall  be  delivered  ia  the  monik  otf  Decedbtiy: 
6|  dollara  per  net  haodrad  weigiit$  and  for  all  that  shall  be  deltmedilMl 
tjbe  first  of  January,  and  befiwe  the  firat  of  J«lj»  8  <Wlars  per  net  bmiM; 
wewht; 

m«h  pork*  well  &tted  with  corn  or  rice»  7  dollars  per  net  hundred  weight; 
salted  pork  per  barrel,  well  fatted  as  aforesaid,  containing  220  lb.  net,  22 

dollars;  salted  beef  per  barrel,  containing  d40  lb.  net,  17^  dollars;  cleaa 
well  dried  Indian  corn  per  bushel, ^  a  dollar;  oats,  well  cleafied^^aiWltf 
per  bushel ;  rice,  well  cleaned,  per  bushel.  1  dollar  ;  white  beane  tad  pen 
perbusheU  1^  dollars;  wheat  per  bushel,  weighing  60  lb.  1}  dollars;  spelts, 
^  a  dollar  per  bushel ;  buckwheat  per  bushel,  3-5  of  a  dollar;  roueh  rice,  f 
of  a  dollar  per  bushel;  merchantable  rice,  3  dollars  per  hundred  weight) 
Best  upland  first  crop  hay  per  ton,  15  dollars  ;  best  Indian  corn  blades  pef 
ton,  15  dollars;  good  inspected  tobacco  per  hundred  net,  6  dollars;  West- 
India  rum,  good  proof,  1  2-3  dollar  per  gallon  ;  beat  aliua  or  cOfOkaftitpn 
bushel,  3  dollars;  and  other  salt  in  proportion; 

Continental  rum,  good  proof,  1  dollar;  and  other  spirits,  good  proof,  suit* 
^able  for  the  army,  at  prices  in  the  usual  proportions  to  the  price  of  rye. 

Resolved^  That  all  the  accounts  between  these  states,  relating  to  their 
quotas  of  the  supplies  aforesaid,  shall  be  kept  and  bnally  settled  in  S^aiali 
'  milled  dollars,  and  the  balances  finally  paid  in  specie. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear,  on  an  adjaatment  of  the  quotas  of  tt« 
BOTerat  states,  that  any  state  has  supplied  more  than  its  doe  proportion  in 
talue,  every  such  state  shall  be  paid  the  value  of  the  sufrplnS)  at  jihaiites 
aforesaidt  in  specie,  with  interest  at  6  per  centum  per  annum*  from  the  tins 
■uch  surplus  snail  have  been  deposited  as  above  directed ;  and  every  state 
which  shall  have  failed  to  supply  its  due  proportion,  shall  he  diarfip 
the  deficiency,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  the  like  interest  thereontWiiiatlK 
time  that  the  same  ought  to  have  been  deposited. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  cause  monthly  returns  to  be  made  to 
the  board  of  war  of  all  such  commodities  as  shall  be  procured  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States  ;  specifying  the  quantities  issued  in  each  preceding roontli. 

Resolved,  That  wiien  any  state  shall  have  taken  the  necessary  measure? 
for  furnishing  its  quota  of  the  said  supplies,  and  shall  have  given  information  | 
thereof  to  Congress,  such  state  be  authorized  to  carry  into  effect  the  reso- 
lution of  the  17th  of  December  last,  for  dicontinuing  purchases  oi.i^ 
supplies^  by  the  coinniissaiics  or  (][uartcr-master&  within  the  same. 
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Resolved,  That  the  several  states  be  excused  from  paying  mt6  the  trea- 
sury 2-3  of  the  monies  which  thej  were  called  on  to  raise  monthly,  for  the 
use  «C  thtt  Vailed  anttes,  by  the'teMl«tStfn*of  Hie  «th  <^  Octoiber,  177% 

Mmlved,  Tliet  it  be  McomMiM  to  ^e«ta»ee  tofttmnh  mcK  fiartli  (V 
Ihtoir  qviotw  «f  Mat,  hi  beef  esttle,  «e  the  eomAimries  shall  frbm  time  to 
bwpfr  eeeuiott  ler,  to  suppljr  ^e  amijr  wttfiflreBb  beef  (brovgb  thift 
dil^rent  masons  tff  %he  year. 

That  only  such  quati&ties  of  beef  and  pork  be  salted,  to  be  deKvered  ill 
barrels,  as  shaU  be  requested  by  the  commissary-general : 

That  tlie  hides  and  tallow  of  th<»  beef  c:itHe,  delivered  on  foot,  ikali  be 
received  and  credited  at  the  same  price  as  the  beef. 

That  till'  provisions  furnished  by  authority  of  any  state,  for  tlieuse  of  the 
army,  since  the  tirstday  of  December  last,  maybe  credited  as  part  of  the 
quota  of  supplies  assijrned  to  such  stale  ;  at  the  prices  fixed  in  ihe  foregoing 
resolutions,  if  such  state  desire  it. 

Resolved,  That  doctor  David  Oliphant,  director-general  of  the  hospitals 
ip  tbe  itate  of  8ettth-CaivUiia,be  and  he  Is  hereby  directed  to  make  monthly 
retams  to  the  medieal  coeilbHtee,  agreeable  to  the  reaolutlona  of  Congress 
of  lAie  flhr  of  Afiril,  1777 ;  and  that  he  taose  a'dnplieate  thereof  to  1>e  de-^ 
limed  monthly  to  the  conMsandtngofiicer,  for  the  time  being,  of  tfie  southerii 
army ;  and  that  the  director-general  ^f  the  hospitals  to  the  army  of  the 
United  •States  be  famished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

MONDAY,  February  28,  1780. 

Pesolved,  That  lieuleuant-colonel  White  be  informed  fhat  Congress  have 
resolved  to  grant  no  colonels'  commissions  in  the  anny  of  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and  theretore  Ueutenant'Colooei  White's  request  cannot  be 
complied  with.  •    •  • 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Baldwin,  and  the  officers  of  the  seve- 
ral companies  of  artificers  that  were  incorporated  on  the  12th  of  November 
hfU  and  put  under  his  •command,  and  who  were  in  service  before  that  day,  be 
allowed  flie  increased  subsistence  of  100  dollars  per  month  for  each  retained  v 
Ml ett,  lb  tike  nanner  as  the  same  has  been  allowed  to  offioers  in  tiie  llne»  br  ^ 
virtue  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  August  last,  for  sucK 
limiL  as  they  were  in  service  subsequent  to  the  day  last  mentioned. 

Besohed,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Baldwin  be  allowed,  in  the  payment 
ot  the  balance  due  by  him  to  the  United  States,  tbe  sum  of  6491  dollars, 
being  monies  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  at  Skeensborougb, 
ivithout  any  default. 

...  ♦  , 

TUESDAY,  February  29,  1780. 

•   The  board  of  War  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gen.  Irvine^  of 
the  23d  ult.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  ^en.  Irvine,  of  Januai  y  23d,  relative  to  his 
rank,  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to 
4ireet  (be  necessary  enquiry  into  gen.  Irvine's  claim,  and  finally  settle  the 
fiome* 

Buohid,  That  iStte  presnlent  of  the  councU  of  MassachusettStBay  be  in^ 
formed,  in  aiiswer  to  his  letter  of  the  ISth  of  January  last,  that  all  grants 
smd  iillowani^s,  of  what  name  or  nature  soever,  made  by  Congress  to  the 
'Officers  and  stfldiers  of  the  continental  army,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  rations 

bounties,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1777,  (except  for  extra  services, 

or  expenses  in  special  cases)  were  made  in  consideration  of  the  enlianced 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
paper  currency,  and  ought  to  be  accordingly  considered  in  making  good  the 
original  coDtraot* 
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WEDNESDAY,  Mirch  1.  1780. 

The  delegates  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  laid  before  Ceagmi  tli^cee- 

dentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Besolvedt  That  although  Congress  have  been  informed  of  the  good  conduct 
and  character  of  the  chevalier  de  Vanrlre,  who  has  served  witn  rcputatioa 
the  last  campaign,  in  the  c()i-[)s  cornmandiMi  by  col.  Armaad,  thecircttoistfta* 
ces  of  the  army  will  not  admit  of  his  being  promoted: 

That  he  receive  the  pay  and  suhsistence  of  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons,  dur- 
ing the  time  ot  his  service  in  America,  and  the  sum  of  2000  dollars  toeiuUHe 
him  to  return  to  France. 

Resolved^  Thatanj  interest  the  United  States  mar  hare  in  the  captereof 
the  brigabtine  Betsev,  bj  the  sloop  Argo,  Silas  Tatbot,  cvmaMader* 
linanished  to  the  said  cajitain  Talbot,  aM  the  officers,  seamen,  and  auuines 
nniier  his  command  at  the  time  of  the  captttre. 

THURSDAY,  March  %  1780.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
disputes  and  differences  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  of  Ne#- 
York,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New-Hampshire,  or  such  of  them  as  have 

passed  laws  agreeable  to  a  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  on  one  part,  and  the  petyple  of  a  certain  district  of  counfrj 
called  the  New- Hampshire  Grants,  who  claim  to  a  separate  jtuisdiction,  on 
the  other  part 

SATURDAY,  ««krdk  4,1780. 

A  letter,  of  Febmarjr  1st,  from  D.  Avery,  chaplatn  to  the  brigade,  late 
Lcmmed's,  was  read,  requesting  leave,  on  neconnt  of  bit  ill  state  of  benltbi 

to  resign : 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nevin  be  appointed  «  captain  ef  ei|pneefs»  to  tttdc 

from  the  25th  of  April,  1779. 
That  the  chevalier  Bonnevalle  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  ensign  iiKkfkA 

army  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  suspend  the, aal*  0^ 
any  more  bills  o|  exchange,  till  the  further  order  of  Congress*  ' 

MONDAY,  Mtereh  6,  1780. 

Mr.  J.  Monn  Scott,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New- York^  attended  and 
to(»k  his  seat  in  Congress. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  William  Smith, 
of  Baltimore^  dated  February  10th,  respecting  the  payment  of  interest  doe 
on  loan-office  certificates,  issued  in  the  stateof  Georgia,  report  as  their  <l|»inl«i. 

That  the  said  interest  cannot  be  regularly  dischargea,  except  by  the  per- 
son who  is  possessed  of  the  books  of  the  omce,  ana  4>y  whom  alone  they  eu 
be  checked  ;  and  that  as  the  government  of  the  said  state  is  now  again  in  ope- 
ration, and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  business  of  the  loan-office  is  re- 
vived and  resularly  carried  on,  the  certificates  ought  to  be  presented  there* 
•  Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  governors  of  Virginia,  North -Carolina,  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, be  requested  to  u^e  tlieir  utmost  exertions  in  illlinj^  up  their  ( ont?- 
neutal  battalions,  and  that  llie  men,  as  they  can  be  from  lime  to  time  col- 
lected, to  the  number  of  fifty,  be  forwarded  to  Join  the  souther  n  arniv  ;  that, 
in  ilie  mean  time,  the  said  states  be  requested  to  raise  a  body  of  militia,  to 
loln  and  serve  in  the  southern  army  until  the  €rsiday  of  January  next,  un- 
less sooner  relieved  by  their  respective  quotas  of  continental  troops^  or  othnr- 
wise  discharged. 
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The  board  of  treasury  report,  that,  on  iT\t"i>rmation,  thev  find  large  sup- 
plies for  the  army  liave  been  lately  collected  in  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  in 
consequence  of  an  application  from  tiie  commander  in  chief,  either  by  the 
magistrates  or  persons  appointed  for  that  end  by  the  legislature  ;  the  accounts 
arising  on  which  can  be  more  conveniently  paici  and  settled  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  state  than  in  any  oilier  mode ;  Whereupon, 
,  JSmdved,  That  it  be  recommeiuted  to  the  legisla^re  of  tbe  state  of  New- 
Jeraey.  to  take  nieasurea  for  the  pajrmeiit  of  the  acbounts  arising  for  suppliea 
lately  fumtahed  to  the  armT)  in  eonsetiuence  of  the  application  of  the  com- 
aunoer  in  chief,  in  the  mode  which  thejr  may  judge  most  conducive  to  the . 
relief  of  those  who  have  furnished  them  ;  including  the  same  in  their  accoants 
against  the.  UoiMr  8ti\^»  to  he  autject  to  examination  in  like  mjannar  at 
aShar  chaig^  . 

■  '  TUESDAY,  March  7,  1780. 

Mr.  ?.  Schuyler,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New- York^  attended  and 
took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Livingston,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Yord,  laid  before 
Congress  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  that  stale,  extending  his  delegji- 
tion  until  the  first  day  ol  October  next« 

Mvokfed*  That  major-seoeral  baron  Steuben  be  allowed  the  sum  of  S50 
^lottia  d'orsy  in  bills  of  exchange,  for  reimbursing  him  the  expenses  of  himself 
and  family  coming  to  America. 

A  letter,  of  Jannanr  22d»  from  W.  Whipple*  was  read,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  oi  the  act  of  Congress  appointing  him  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
admiralty,  which  office*  on  account  of  the  situation  of  his  private  a&irsy  he  is 
obligad  to  decline* 

WEDNESDAY,  JllarcJ^  8,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  of  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  to  have  in  readiness  to  act,  as  the  ope- 
rations of  the  campaign  shall  require,  a  body  »)f  5,000  militia  or  state  troops, 
over  and  above  their  quotas  of  continental  troops,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, to  wit :  Virginia  £,000,  North-Carolina  1,500,  South -Carolina  1,500.  , 

Thai  the  militia  directed  to  be  held  in  readiaess  by  the  states  of  Virginia^ 
North-Carolina  and  South^Carolina,  agreeable  to  the  aforegoing  resolution^ 
be  called  into  actual  service  whenever  the  commanding  officer  in  the  south.- 
em  department  shall  deem  it  necessary. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  make  such  detachment  from 
'  the  troops  under  his  command,  to  reinforce  the  southern  army,  as  his  strength 
and  circumstances  will  permit. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  such  sums  as  they  may  deem 
competent,  to  be  advanced  to  the  commissioners  and  clerks  of  the  several 
boards,  auditors  of  the  army,  and  other  civil  officers,  for  their  necessary  ex-  . 
penses,  to  be  accounted  for  toward  their  salaries^  when  a  new  establishment 
thereof  shall  be  made  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  l^lls  oi  exchange  drawn  on  the  honorable  John  Jay,  esq. 
minister  plenipotentiarj  at  the  court  of  Spain*  for  a  sum  equal  to  5,000 
sterling,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  committee  of  commerce  to  Mr.  Bingham,  or 
delivered  to  his  agent,  Mr.  Benezet,in  Philadelphia,  to  dischargein  part  the 
debt  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  said  William  Bingham. 

That*  in  consequenbe  of  the  request  of  the  said  William  Bingham,  he  hm 
leave  to  return  to  Philadelphia* 

THURSDAY,  March  9,  1780. 

■ 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  de  l?>ntivereaux,  who  has  for  some  time 
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hiirne  tfav  rtnk  of  lieutenant  ia  the  army  of  the  UiHMdtitei,  bj^hte^,n- 
oeive  the  cfmwMm  of  liettteaaaC  ef  dingaoM  »  oitael  ArMii's  legiaB. 

FRIDAY,  J^arck  10»  1780. 

Whereas  general  Sehvjier  heo  deolinei  the  appefptMntiMMleiiiWW'  < 

quence  of  the  resolution  of  the  ®(Hh  of  J«Mntj  Uist :  i 
Resolved,  That  the  remaining  coMwegiwieft  beefoiwffcd  'to  ptSMii  i»  I 

the  b«sine«^<?  cnnunitted  to  them. 

JiesoLved,  That  a  comiiuttee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  said 
eommissioners,  and  with  them  devise  the  best  ways  and  means  of  carrying 
thpir  comtiussion  into  effeot;  t^he  members  chose%  Mr«8hermaji9  Mr.-ioKV 
and  Mr.  Schuvler. 

For  the  better  regulating  the  payment  of  arrears  (]ue,  or  become  due,  to 
the  soldiery,  tor  clothing,  |mriaaat  to  the  resoiutioa  of  Coogressi  of  Uteifitii 
of  August  last, 

Resolved,  i1iat  the  several  regimental  pay-masters,  at  the  end  (»f  each 
year,  makeout  returns  of  the  clutliiiig  drawn  by  each  soldier  in  the  rcj^iuieat 
to  which  he  belongs,  in  the  course  thereof,  and  of  the  articles  still  due  md 
t»  be  paid  fer»at  thevahie  fixed  by  the  cIothier-generaK  •  • 

That  each  of  the  aaitl  ret«niB,eertiied  by  the  saborstato  clotiiier  oCAi 
treept  of  tlie  stale  Co  wMeh  the  regiment  may  liabMb  accemiMUHed  ]^  a  aw^ 
Hfied  copy  of  tile  last  nrastofHroU,  be  delhrered  to  the  aaditon  af  ^e  wwh 
•r  detactmeiit  of  the  army,  in  which  the  said  reguneBt  tsajr  ba»  who  ^4m, 
compare  the  return  with  the  master-roU^  file  them  ta  their  enicei  and  itjait 
a  warranty  in  the  usual  form,  fertbesnm  neeessary  todbcharge  the  arrears  t» 
tlie  soldiers ;  and  when  aaj  part  of  the  restment  happens  to  be  detadiedM 
ithat  time,  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  then»«hall,  wha»  the^  return,  be  gcaot- 
ed  OQ  a  certififiato  of  the  inapeetor  who  masters  the  fegimeat*  and  settUd 
In  the  same  manner  as  the  arrears  due  to  those  present. 

Thnt  each  rf»2;imcntal -pay-master,  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt  of 
the  money,  pay  olf  the  several  companies,  antl  take  receipts  from  the  soldiers 
respective!  V,  to  be  produced  as  his  Touchers  to  theaaditors«  at  the  next ^ 
tlement  oi  hi.H  regimental  pay-roll. 

That  the  said  auditors  examine  and  settle  the  said  accounts,  and  thei><i  j 
]ance,  if  any,  which  may  remain  ia  the  hands  of  the  said  pay -master,  by  ' 
reason  of  casualties  in  the  regiment,  after»the  taking  of  the  muster-roll 
aforesaid,  be  refunded,  as  directed  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  oi  tlic 
6th  day  uf  February,  irrS. 

That  arrears  of  clothing  due  tu  prisoners,  or  the  legal  representatives  ot 
MSeh  as  from  time  to  time  may  have  died  in  the  service,  be  paid  for  io  tU 
maimer  durected  ia  aimilar  cases  of  arreais  of  pay  by  the  said  last  re^utol 
reaejlotieoa. 

The  board  of  treaavry»  to  whom  was  referred  a  Lector  of  JanoaryJ^  . 
Iron  the  board  of  war,  fespectiDK  the  right  of  persons  oat  of  office  tsdnw 
pay,  rations  and  sabsi8tonce«  while  settling  their  accoant^  brought  in  tit* 
port  ;  Whereupon, 

Rrsohed,  That  no  atlowance  of  pay,  rations  or  aabBnteBca*  ought  It  ^ 
made  to  any  person  after  he  ceases  to  be  in  office. 

That  if  any  issuer  deliver  out  public  stores  to  sack  persons,  without  b^ 
ing  authorized  by  a  retolatioQ  of  Congress^  tha  tame  ooght  to  be  d»ige4 Is 
his  account. 

SATURDAY,  .Wiirc^  11,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
make  the  most  salutary  regulations  possible  for  modifying  the  practice «f 
taking  men  from  the  r^ments  to  act  as  servants  to  utiicers,  whicii  hdit  htrt- 
ttfiira  baan  attended  with  many  bad  consequences. 
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That  every  officer  who  by  tuch  regulati«Mi  ahall  be  entitled  to  a9«nrUMt» 
and  who  shall  inlist,  to  serve  diiring  the  war,  a  youth  not  under  fifteen  nor 
exceeding  eighteen  ^ears  of  age,  and  who  from  appearances  is  likely  to  prove 
an  able  bodied  soldier,  such  oHiccr  sluill  retain  the  youth  so  inlisted  as  his 
servant,  until,  in  the  opinion  of  the  inspector-j^eneral,  or  one  of  the  sub-in- 
spectors, he  shall  be  fit  to  bear  arms,  and  the  youth  shall  receive  the  bounty 
•fDoney,  clothing,  pay  and  rations  of  a  siddier  ;  and  the  officer  to  whom  such 
servant  siiali  be  attaclied.  is  not  to  be  allowed  .a  man  out  of  the  ranks,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  while  such  servant  remains  with  hini«   In  case  of  the 
Mth  or  resi^atloa  of  such  officer,  the  servant  to  be  turned  over  to  some 
olher  officer,  m  the  reg^ent*  ontitlod  to  a  servaot.  The  like  allowMiGao.iif 
clothing,  pay  and  ratloas  shall  be  given  to  any  officer  entitled  as  aforteidd  to 
a  lervnit  mto  ehall  bring  into  .the  field  with  him  a  servant  of  his  own ;  the 
officer  in  such  case  not  to  be  allowed  a  servant  out  of  the  llae* 

Resolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  gi?e  the  necessary  directions  for  re« 
placing,  out  of  the  public  stores,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  quantity  can  be 

rred,  the  flour  borrowed  of  Mr.  Hot  ker,  agent  for  the  marioe  of  France  in 
year  1779,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  requested  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Holker,  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next, 
out  of  the  tjuantity  of  flour  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  such  a  quantity  as,  with  what  has  been  already  purchased  and 
now  in  tlie  possession  of  Mr.  llolker^s  agent,  in  Maryland,  will  complete  the 
quantity  of  15.000  barrels  for  the  marine  of  France. 

Buolved,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Pennsrivania  be  requested 
to  deliver  to  Mr.  Holker,  or  bis  sfent,  on  or  before  the  mt  day  of  May  next| 
as  a  part4ittlie  supplies  called  for  by  the  said  reaolutions  of  tne25th  of  Fe-* 
bruary  lasf,  6000  barrels  of  0our,  600  barrels  of  poik»  and  800  barrels  of 
beef  for  the  use  of  the  marine  of  France* 

Besolved,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to 
deliver  to  Mr«  Holker,  or  his  a^nt,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  as 
a  part  of  the  supplies  called  for  from  that  state*  1000  barrels  of  pork  and 
1,555  barrels  of  flour  for  the  above  purpose. 

Pcsnh'r'd,  That  the  above  supplies,  when  delivered,  be  charged  to  Mr.  Hol- 
ker, in  account  with  the  United  States,  in  specie,  at  prices  fixed  in  the  said 
resolutions  of  the  35th  of  February  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  quarter-masler-general  and  principal  purcliasing- 
commissary  in  the  southern  army  ascertain,  in  the  best  manner  circumstan- 
ces will  admit,  the  quantities  of  forage  and  provisions  supplied  by  the  inhab- 
itsQte  to  the  forces  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  while  the  armies  lay  before 
Ssvannah  last  September  and  October,  and  pay  for  the  same.what  they  wero 
lessonably  worth,  keeping  exact  and  separate  accounts  of  the  sums«so  .piJd, 
md  trsttsmitttng  the  same  to  the  treasupy  board,  as  soon  as  nay  be* 

A  PROCLAMATION  I  OK  A  FAST. 

It  having  pleased  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  World,  for  the  punish  • 
nient  of  our  manifold  offences,  to  permit  the  sword  of  war  still  to  harrass 
our  country,  it  becomes  us  to  eiideavour,  by  humbling  ourselves  before  him, 
and  turning  from  every  evil  way,  to  avert  his  anger  and  obtain  his  favour 
snd  Uessing :  it  is  therefore  herd>y  recommended  to  the  several  states^ 

That  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April  next,  be  set  Upa/t  and 
observed  as  a  daj^  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  that  we  may,  with  one 
kesrt  and  one  voice,  implore  the  sovereign  Lord  of  Heaven  and  earth  to  re* 
member  mercy  in  his  judgments ; — to  make  us  dncerely  'penitent  for  our 
Iransgressions ; — ^to  prepare  us  for  deliverance,  and  to  remove  the  evils  with 
K'hich  he  hath  been  pleased  to  visit  us  ; — to  banish  vice  and  irreligion  from 
^ng  us,  and  establish  virtue  and  piety  by  his  divine  grace  ^-^o  bless  all 
You  111.  56 
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public  councils  throughout  the  United  States,  gi?iiig  them  wisdom,  firnmesB 
and  unanimitj,  ami  directing  them  to  the  beat  measures  for  toe  public  good  ; 
to  bless  the  magistrates  and  people  of  every  rank,  and  animate  and  unite 
the  hearts  of  all  to  promote  tlie  intere'^t*?  of  tlieir  country  ;  to  bless  the  pub- 
lic defence,  inspiring  all  commanders  and  soldiers  \\'\\\\  ma^naniinity  and 
perseverance,  and  giving  vigour  and  success  to  the  military  operations  by  sea 
and  jaiul  ;  to  bless  the  illustrious  sovereign  and  the  nation  in  alliance  wltk 
these  states,  and  all  who  interest  themselves  in  the  support  of  our  rights 
and  liberties  ; — to  make  that  alliance  of  perpetual  and  extensive  usefulness 
to  those  immediately  concerned,  and  mankind  in  general  ;-^to  grant  fruit- 
liil  seasons,  and  to  bleat  our  i&daiti7»  trade  and  manafactnrea  blesa  all 
achods  and  samtnaries  of  learning,  and  everj  means  ef  Instrttction  and  edtt« 
eatien  $— ^to  eanse  wars  to  ceaae»  and  to  establish  p^ce  among  the  nations* 

And  it  18  farther  recommended*  that  servile  labour  and  recreations  be 
IMidden  on  the  said  day. 

MONDAY,  March  IS.  1780. 

A  letter,  of  February  21st,  from  G.  Wjrthe.  was  read,  declining  the  office 
of  jodge  ef  the  conrt  of  appeala* 

THURSDAY,  March  16,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  January  12th.  tiom  I  homas  Warini:;,  senior,  \\as  read,  de- 
clining the  office  of  a  commissiouer  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  which  he 
waselerted. 

BesnlveJ,  That  the  loan  continued  to  the  first  of  the  present  month,  bv 
the  resolution  of  the  tith  of  October  last,  be  farther  continued  to  the  amount 
of  the  blank  loan-office  certificates  which  are  already  ordered  by  Congress 
to  be  struck. 

SATURDAY,  March  J 8,  1780. 

These  United  States  having  been  driven  into  this  just  and  necessary  war, 

at  the  time  when  no  regular  civil  governments  were  established,  of  sumcient 
energy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  taxes,  or  to  provide  funds  for  the  re- 
demption of  such  bills  of  credit  as  their  necessities  obliged  thevn  to  issue  ; 
and  before  the  powers  of  £urope  were  sufficiently  convinced  of  tlie  justice 
of  their  cause,  or  of  the  probable  event  of  the  controversy,  to  aiii>rd  them  aid 
or  credit,  in  consequence  of  which,  their  bills  increasing  in  quantity  beyond 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  pui  pone  of  a  circulating  medium,  and  wanting,  at 
the  same  time,  specific  funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  they  have  seen 
them  daily  eink  in  Talue,  notwithstanding  every  effi>rt  that  has  been  made 
to  support  the  same  s  insomach  that  they  are  now. jnaased,  by  common  .con- 
•eetAmwieat  parts  of  these  United  States,  at  least  S9-40ths  below  their  nomi* 
nal  value,  and  still  remain  in  a  state  of  depreciationt  whereby  the  comma* 
mtj  suffei^  great  injustice,  the  public  finances  are  deranged,  and  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  for  the  defence  of  the  country  are  much  impeded  and. per- 
plexed ;  and  whereas,  effectually  to  remedy  these  evils*  for  which  purpose 
the  United  States  are  now  become  competent,  their  independency  being 
well  assured,  their  civi!  governments  established  and  vigorous,  and  the  spirit 
of  their  citizens  ludeat  for  exertion,  it  is  necessary  speedily  to  reduce  the 
quantity  of  the  paper  medium  in  circulation,  and  to  es^tublish  and  appropri- 
ate funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  redemption  of  the  bills  ;  therefore, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  several  states  continue  to  bring  into  the  continental 
treasury,  by  taxes  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  15,000,000  oi  dollars 
monthly,  as  assigned  them  by  the  re:M)lution  of  the  7th  of  October,  1779 ;  a 
clause  in  Uie  resolution  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  fbr  relinauishing  two- 
thirds  of  the  said  quotas  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ;  and  tnat  the  states 
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be  further  called  on  to  make  provision  for  continuing  to  bring  into  the  eald 
treararj  their  Hkeqaotas  nionthlj>  to  the  month  of  April,  1781,  incliitive : 

That  silver  and  sold  be  recetv^le  in  pajment  of  the  said  quotas/ at  thO' 
nte  of  one  SpaniSi  milled  dollar  in  lieu  of  40  dollars  of  the  bills  now  4« 

circulation.  .  ' 

That  the  said  bills,  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  January  And  Feb- 
ruahy  past,  which  may  be  necessarj  tor  the  discharge  of  past  contmcts,  be 

not  re-issued,  but  destroyed. 

That  as  fast  as  the  said  bills  shall  be  brnuj^ht  in  to  he  destroyed,  and  funds 
shall  be  established,  as  hiK  -nfter  Tuentioiied,  for  other  bills,  other  bills  be 
issued,  not  to  exceed,  on  any  account,  one-twentieth  part  of  the  nominal 
sum  ot  the  bills  broua^ht  in  to  be  destroyed. 

That  the  bills  whicli  shall  be  issued,  be  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six " 
years  after  the  present,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  or  five  per  centttM 
per  anniim,  to  be  paid  also  in  specie  at  die  redemption  of  the  bills,  or,  at  tho 
election  of  the  bolder,  annually,  at  the  respective  continental  loan*offices,  in 
sterling  bills  of  exchann:e,  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  their  commission- 
ers in  Europe,  at  4^.  6d.  sterling  per  dollar. 

That  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  states,  for  that 
purpose  established,  and  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them,  and  that  * 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  also  pledged  f5)r  the  payment  of  the  said 
bills,  in  case  any  state  on  whosp  funds  thov  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by  the 
events  of  war,  be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them  ;  which  undertaking 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange,  for  payment  of 
interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  eaddrsed  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  aud  signed 
by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  face  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1786,  with  interest,  in  like  mdkiey,  at  the  rate  oif 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  by  the  state  of  ,  according  to  an  act 

of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  of  the  day  of  ,  1780* 

And  the  endorsement  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. 

The  United  States  ensure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw 
bills  of  exchange  for  the  interest  annually,  if  demanded,  according  to  a  re« 
solution  of  Conmss  of  the  1 8th  day  of  March,  1780. 

That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  in  due  proportion  for  each  state,  according  to  their  said  month- 
ly quotas,  and  lodged  in  the  continental  loan -offices  in  the  respective  states, 
where  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  in  conjunction  with 
such  persons  as  the  respective  states  appoint,  shall  attend  the  signing 
of  the  s aid  bills  ;  which  shall  be  completea  no  faster  than  in  the  aforesaid 
proportion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  other  bills  brought  la  to  be  destroyed, 
snd  which  shall  be  lodged  for  that  purpose  in  the  said  loan-offices. 
;  That  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  completed,  the  states  respec* 
tivel^,  on  whose  funds  they  issuci  receive  six^tentns  of  them,  and  that  ^o 
^emalnder  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  United  States,  and  credited  to  the 
states  on  whose  funds  tiiey  are  issued*  the  accounts  whereof  shall  be  adjust* 
«d  sgreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779* 

That  the  said  new  bills  he  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  quotss» 
at  the  same  rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie ;  the  interest  thereon  to  be  compii* 
t^d  to  the  respective  states,  to  the  day  the  payment  becomes  due. 

That  tiie  respective  states  be  charged  witfi  sucli  parts  of  tlie  interest  on- 
their  said  hills,  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  bills  of  exchange; 
and  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resoiuuon  afore- 
said,  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779. 

Tlial  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  paid  prior  to 
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their  rodenifition,  such  bitis  shall  be  tberaupon  exchanged  for  others  of  tlie 
like  tenor,  to  beftr  dale  from  the  expiration  of  the  jear  for  which  sucli  in* 
torest  is  paid. 

That  the  several  states  be  nllcd  on  to  provide  fuiuis  for  their  quotas  of 
the  said  new  bills,  to  be  so  productive  as  to  fiink  or  redeem  one  sixth  part  ot 
them  anriuiill  y,  after  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

That  nothing  in  the  forcgoinp;  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  ascert&in 
the  proportions  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  war,  which  each  state  on  a 
final  aajustment  ou^ht  to  be  charged  with,  or  to  exclude  the  claims  of  any 
state  to  have  the  prices  at  whichdiSerent  states  have  furnished  suoplies  for 
the  arm  J  hereafter  taken  into  eooalderation  and  equttahly  adjaatea. 

That  the  foregoing  resolntioiitf  with  a  letter  from  tSie  president,  he  des- 
patched  t»th«  exectttivtf  of  thci  federal  ftates,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
callthoir  attemblies,  if  not  alread^r  convened,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to 
take  then  into  innliediato  consideration,  to  establish  Mpie  and  certain  funds 
for  the  pnrpoeei  herein  mentioned,  and  to  take  every  other  measure  neces- 
•avT  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  vigorous  effect,  and  that  thej  transmit 
tkmr  acts  for  that  purpoae  to  Con|;roaa  without  delay. 

MONDAY,  March  ^Q,  1780. 

Mr.  Jaraes  Madison,  jun.  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  pro- 
duced tiie  credentials  of  iiis  ap{)oiniiiieat,  which  were  read. 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  recoinm tended  to  the  several  states,  to  revise  th*ir 
laws,  enacted  pursuant  to  a  former  resolution  of  Congress,  making  the 
continental  bills  of  credit  a  tender  in  discharge  of  debts  and  contracts,  and 
to  amend  the  eame  in  mch 'manner  at  thoj  shall  judge  moat  eondncive  to 
jnatieoy  in  the  present  atalo  of  the  paper  eurteney :  and 

That  it  be  forthor  recommended,  that  the  aaia  laws  be  enacted  in  soch 
ttannor  that  no  persons  may  take  unjust  ndfintage  to  defeat  the  good  pur- 
poses of  this  resolution,  by  availing  themselres  of  the  notice  therm»  before 
the  psastng  of  the  semnl  acts* 

TUESDAY,  March  21,  1780. 

Regoimdy  That  it  be  recutnmended  to  the  2^ovprnTneiit=;  of  the  several 
•  states,  to  suspend  making  new  appointment*^  of  olii(  ( rs  in  tlie  regiments  of 
their  respective  lines,  except  wliere  the  connnaTidcr  in  cliief  or  the  command- 
ing officer  in  the  southern  department  sliall  deem  such  appointments  indis- 
pensably necessary. 

On  motion  to  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day  for  takin*;  into  consideration 
the  disputes  ana  differences  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  states  of  New- 
York,  Massacbnsotts-Bay  and  Now-HasupBliire,  or  soch  of  tiiem  as  have 
ptssed  laws,  iq^reealdy  to  n  ftcommondalion  of  Congress  of  the'  84th  of 
September  lastt  on  the  one  port,  nod  the  people  of  a  certain  tract  of  a  conn- 
try  called  the  Now>BsHipihire  Gnuits»  wIm»  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  other  part ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  postponed,  nine  states,  exdosive  of  those  who 
are  parties  to  the  qioolionb  not  being  represented  in  Congress* 

WEDNESDAY,  March  m,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  oftice  of  cainmissioner  of  clothing  accounts,  e=hfb- 
lished  by  resolve  of  Coni^ress  of  the  March,  1779,  be  discontinued,  after 
six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and  that  all  persons  having  cl(jt!iing  ac- 
counts for  the  year  1777,  and  who  do  not  exlubit  them  to  the  said  commis- 
sioner within  that  period,  shall  not  receive  any  compeosatioa  for  any  an  ear- 
ages  they  may  hereafter  claim  to  be  due  to  them. 
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TlIURSDAY,wUarc/i  23,  1780. 

Siiolved,  That  the  board  of  treasarjr  be  authorized  to  accept  the  bStt 
drawn  by  major-general  I/incoln,  to  be  paid,  at  the.  election  of  the  holder* 
either  in  loan-olfice  certiticates  or  in  fiafthy  wit)i  iutoreat,  aa  aooa  aa  the  trear» 
sury  shall  be  in  conditHin. 

kesolved^  That  Jesse  Brown  be  continued  an  express  ritler  until  the  post 
riders  shall  be  establislied,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  ui  December  27tlis 
17r9,  or  until  the  iurther  order  of  Congress,  -  • 

aA^TURDAY,  Mirth  25,  1780.  . 

Mr.  Francis  Kinloch,  one  of  the  delegates  for  South-Carolina,  attended 
and  produced  the  eredentialsof  thedeleeatea  for  that  state,  which  were  read. 

Coneress  bein^  informed  that  Mr.  Forbes,  one  of  the  dele^tes*  for  4ie 
stete  of  Marjland,  died  this  morning,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  inter  re* 
mains  to-morrow  evening; 

MtaUifed,  That  Congress  will  in  a  body  attend  the  funeral  to-morroir' 
evening,  at  five  o'clock,  as  mourners,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arnr,  and 
will  continue  in  mourning  for  the  space  of  one  month : 

Ttat  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Jonen,  an<l  Mr.  Matthews,  be  a  committee  to  super* 
intend  the  funeral,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  White  be  notified  to  officiate  ap-> 
on  the  occasion. 

That  tlie  said  committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  general  assembly  and 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  the  inmister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  other  persona  of  distinction  now  in  town,  to 
attend  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  and  original  affidavits  relative  to  the  capture  of 
the. brig  £agle,  John  Ashmead,  commander,  under  a  fort-in  the  island  of  Sa< 
bo,  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretarj  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. 

Thatauttienticated  copies  thereof,  signed  by  the  said  secretary,  be  trans- 
mitted to  their  high  mightinesses  the  states-general  of  the  United  Provinces, 
by  the  minister  pfenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  apply  to  them  for  their  aid  in  procnriliig 
satisfaction  for  the  loss  of  the  said  brig  Eagle  and  cargo ;  and  for  some  as- 
surance tlmt  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be  protected 
irm  insult  when  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Provinces. 

TUESDAY,  March  28,  1780.  ^ 

Resolvpdy  That  the  resolutions  of  July  2d,  1779,  granting  further  time  for 
brinj^ing  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  emissions  of  May,  1777,  and  April  11th,  177R, 
called  out  of  circulation  by  the  resolution  of  January  2d,  1779,  except  the 
providing  clause,  be  revived  and  extended  to  the  1st  day  of  January  next : 

That  ail  bills  ol  the  said  emissions  not  brought  in  by  or  beiuie  the  said  first 
day  of  January,  be  afterwards  irredeemable. 

WSUNSSDAY,  Mmth  S9,  1780. 

ttmoleed.  That  bricadier-ceneral  du  Portaii  be  directed  to  repair,  with  all ' 
p08itl»le  despatch,  to  m  sonftem  army,  and  put  himself  under  gen.  Lincoln, 
or      conunandingdiker  itt  the  sottnem  department. 

THURSDAY,  March  50,  1780. 

Jteso^ved,  That  tiit  executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  sup- 
ply a  svfficient  quantity  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  convention  prisoners 
and  their  guards,  at  the  post  of  Charlotteville  ;  such  supplies  to  be  credited 
to  the  quota  of  proviaioAS  reqjttired  of  ike  state,  by  the  rssoiutioa  of  the  2$tb ' 
of  Febraury  last*  ^ 
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FRIDAY,  March  31,  1780, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  J.  Beattj,  commissarjr.-geaenl  ot  pii* 
Mtmtn,  be  accented* 

MONDAY,  JiprU  1780. 

The  delegates  of  the  state  of  CoDuecticut,  pursuant  to  iBstnietioiit  from 
the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  moved  the  foliowing  resolutIoii»  which,  at 
their  request.  Congress  agree  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal : 

<•  That  the  several  states  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  thecom- 
nuwder  in  chief  of  the  armir,  to  reduce  their  battalions  of  infantrj  in  the 
Qontinental  army  to  a  number  proportioHcd  to  the  number  of  non-cmmit- 
sioned  officers  and  privates,  according  to  the  establishment  made  bja  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  of  tlie  2rtli  of  Maj,  1778,  and  to  discbarrre  the  supemu- 
inerary  commissioned  officers,  who  shiill  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven 
years  from  the  time  of  their  discliai-ge,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or  other  current 
money  equivalent ;  and  also  to  receive  grants  of  land  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  September  16,  1776  :  that  preference  be 
given  to  officers  v.ho  shall  choose  to  continue  in  the  service,  according  to 
seniority,  and  that  the  said  reduction  be  made  at  such  time  as  the  comaian- 
der  in  chief  shall  think  most  expedient ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
respective  states  to  make  such  turther  provisioa  for  the  said  officers  as  they 
may  judge  reasonable. 

Ordendt  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  t|ie  consideration  of  the  fore- 
going motion* 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  to  the  board  of  treamirj, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Charles  Lee  was  elected,  having  been  pre- 
viously nominated  by  Mr.  Burke. 

TUESDAY,  Jpvil  4, 1780. 

Resolved,  Tliat  governor  Clinton  beinfoinied  Congress  approve  the  rais- 
ing a  body  of  80U  militia  for  the  defence  of  that  state  ;  and  that  they  be  en- 
titled to  receive  continental  pay  and  rations,  and  be  employed  under  the  di- 
rection ui  the  comiuunder  in  chief  of  the  continental  army  for  that  purpose. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jpril  5, 1780. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported,  that  they  have  considered  the  me- 
inoriais  of  Joseph  Borden  and  Thomas  Lawrence,  and  James  Budden,  re- 
ferred  to  them,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  commissioners  of  the  loan -office 
were  not  aothorizdl  to  enter  into  contracts  for  future  delivery  of  billa  of 
exchange,  hnd  thatjit  is  not  expedient  to  issue  the  bills  required. 

JKesoTved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report 

THURSDAY,  AfrU  6,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  8d,  from  gen.  Washington*  was  read ;  Wherenpont 
Bmokoed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  head- 
quarters, to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  subject  of  his  letter 
of  the  3d  instant,  together  with  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  the  letter 
from  baron  Steuben,  on  the  subject  or  a  reduction  of  the  regiments,  and  the 
re|)ort  of  Uie  commissioners  on  the  arraogement  of  the  stan  departments  of 
the  army. 

FRIDAY,  ApHl  7,  1780. 

Resolvedt  That  a  commission  of  major,  to  be  dated  the  first  of  May,  1779> 
be  granted  to  Joseph  Louis  Gill,  an  Indian  chief  of  the  St.  Francois  tnbe,  and 

that  nil  fndi;ms  of  that  tribe  who  are  willin*^  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  be  coUected  and  formed  into  a  company  or  companies  under 
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the  command  of  the  said  Joseph  Louis  Gill,  and  receive  while  in  service  tho 
like  pay,  snbsistence,  and  rations,  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  oonti- 
nentid  armj. 

That  die  board  of  war  be  authorized  and  directed  to  fill  op  ooMilssioaa 
for  one  cafvUdn  and  two  subalterns,  to  be  appoinlsd  to  the  said  companj,  or 
companies  of  St.  Francois  Indians,  when  proper  characters  are  reconkosended 
to  them  to  hold  snch  commisftons. 

SATURDAY.  ^prU  8,  ITSQ. 

BesoLved,  That  the  application  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  for 
10  expedition  to  be  adopted  for  dislodging  the  enemy  liro«ijPea«liaeoty  with 
M  papers  relating  thereto,  be  reforredtothe  cqnnderation  of  the  cowsasia 
4!sr  snvfaief  of  those  United  States;  and  that  continental  pay  and  calieBa 
be  alloiied  to  any  body  of  militia,  not  eyceedins;  800  men,  which  the  stito 
of  Matadiaoetts-Bay  may  j.udfe  necessary,  tone  raised  for  tkedsfeaco of 
the  eastern  part  of  that  state. 

MONDAY,  ^prU  10,  1780. 

Resolvedy  That  when  Congress  shall  be  furnished  with  proper  documents 
to  liquidate  the  depreciation  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  they  will,  as 
soon  tliei  tafter  as  the  state  of  the  public  finances  will  admit,  make  good  to 
the  line  ot^  the  anny,  and  the  independent  corps  thereof,  the  deficiency  of 
their  original  pay,  occasiohed  by  such  depreciation ;  and  that  the  money 
and  articl^a  heretofore  paid  or  famished,  or  hereafter  to  be  paid  or  famished 
by  Congress  or  the  states,  or  any  of  them,  as  for  pay,  subsistence,  or  to 
compensate  for  deficiencies,  shall  be  deemed  as  advanced  on  account^  until 
such  Uqnidation  as  aforesaid  shall  be  adjusted ;  it  being  the  determinatioa 
of  Congress,  that  all  the  troops  serving  in  the  continental  army  shall  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing ;  provided  that  no  person  shall  have  any  benefit  of 
this  resolution,  except  such  as  were  engaged  during  the  war,  or  for  three 
years,  and  are  now  in  service,  or  shall  hereafter  pn«^age  during  the  war,  for 
three  yearsy  and  are  now  in  service,  or  shall  hereafter  engage  during  the  war. 

TUB8DAY,  Jpra  11, 1790. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  concerning 
the  state  of  the  horses  referred  to  in  the  letter  from  J.  Cos,  and  take  ordet 
for  the  preservation  of  such  as  are  the  property  of  the  United  States;  and,' 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  board  request  ot  the  president  and  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  so  much  of  the  forage,  to  be 
famished  by  the  said  state,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
25th  of  February  last,  as  the  board  may  think  necessary. 

WEDNESDAY,  Aprd  12,  1780. 

Besolved,  That  the  balance  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  adrai- 
i  ally,  ansing  from  the  sale  of  wines  sold  under  tiieir  direction,  be  applied 
in  fitting  wiSi  despatch  the  ship  to  Saratoga. 

Jtooloec^  That  lieutenant  Honey  man,  ottho  corps  of  marines,  have  leave 
of  aboeoce  for  six  months  ;  that,  agreeably  to  his  inlsBtioiiOt  be  may  make' 
a  fi»]rnge  to  sea,  for  the  recovery  of  hie  health. 

lutructiDiu  to  the  comn^ttee  appointed  to  g-o  to  camp. 

Gentlemen,  You  are  to  confer  v  ith  the  commander  in  chief  on  thesubject^ 
contained  in  the  r^solotion  for  your  appointment,  and  such  others  as  are 
committed  to  your  chaise  by  the  follomng  instructions ; 

lot* '  You  are  to  consult  him  on  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number  of 
regiments:  You  may,  with  his.advicey  reduce,  incorporate  or  unite  to  state; 
lines  the  saveral  additional  corps. 

You,  together  with  the  commander  in  chief,  are  to  limit  the  number 
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mt  horses  to  be  k^t  the  officers  of  tke  Ime  end  remmtd  itaft  ao4ti 
mke  nchiresoUtumt,  wilii  rauoot  to  the.toldior8  empTajod  «•  •enimtl^i| 

will,  as  far  as  is  consbteni  with  the  convenience  of  the  officers  thojjMii^ 
enable  the  United  States  to  OToil  themselves  of  their  sendee  ts  snirtwrtb 

dd.  Together  with  the  cooiinander  in  chief,  you  are  to  suggest  8acii.M|^ 
flono  mod  to  form  sodo-plans,  for  tho  gonersL  adTsnti^  of  the  ofiicers  m 
soldiers,  with  respect  to  clothing  and  necesssiy  supplies*  as  will  tend  to^tv- 
move  all  just  ground  of  complaint,  which  Congress  sincere!/  lament  Imi 
should  be  any  room  for,  and  to  adapt  them  to  the  abilities  and  circunutii^ 
COS  of  these  United  States,  and  immediately  to  lay  them  before  Congress, 
•  4th.  You  are  tn  consult  with  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  commissa^ 
and  quarter-master  general  about  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  Ae 
abuses  to  which  it  is  liable, and  the  best  method  of  reforming  the  same:  la 
doing  this,  you  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  report  referred  to  youia- 
your  appointment,  and  adopt,  amend,  or  alter  the  same,  in  such  manner  is 
shall,  upon  full  consideration,  appear  to  you  most  advisable;  and  you  are 
hereby  fully  empowered  to  carry  into  execution  any  plan  for  conducting  tlie 
quarter-master  and  commissary  departments,  which,  upon  advice  wit^the 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  heads  thereof,  you  shall  approve  ;  always  it- 
fleeting  that  supplies  are  to  be  drawn  forth  by  the  respective  states,  ^gfMr 
jjily  to  the  resolutions  of  the  25th  of  February  last. 

5th.  You  are  to  enquire  minutely  into  the  management  of  the  hospitals  j 
and  medical  department,  and  after  consulting  tlie  commander  in  chief  and  di-  1 
rector-general,  you  are  empowered  to  discharn  niiii^cessaiy  officers,  to  rf^ 
trench  expenses^  to  abolish  punreyorships,  unless  where  thej  shall  appear  { 
absolotelr  necessary ;  to  contrive  modes  for  checking  their  accponlii,  u^l 
to  limit  tne  nomber  of  horses  which  the  officers  of  that  department  otiMnP 
permitted  to  keep ;  providing  that  they  be  as  few  as  possiblet  bearing  in 
mind  that  tho  resources  ofthe  country  are  mnchdrainedy  and  that  it  hpa^ 
expedient  that  individuals  should  feel  temporary  inconveniences,  than  to  jb\ 
volve  our  affiiirs  in  a  general  ruin. 

6th.  You  are  to  enquire  into  the  management  of  tlie  hide  department,  and 
to  reform  or  abolish  the  lame,  substituting  contracts  in  lieu  thereof,  if»  apoa 
advising  with  the*  commander  in  chief,  it  shall  appear  roost  salutary. 

7th.  You  are  to  ]iay  particular  attention  to  the  department  of  ordnance 
and  military  stores,  and  after  consulting  with  the  commander  in  chiefs  and 
the  heads  of  the  departments,  to  lay  down  such  rules  for  the  management 
thereof  as  to  you  shall  seem  necessary. 

8th.  After  the  establishment  of  general  regulations,  you  shall  visit  the 
different  post-,  as  far  as  you  shall  judge  necessary,  in  order  to  see  the  same 
carried  into  execution ;  in  doing  of  which  you  are  vested  with  joint  and  ac*  i 
parate  powers.  | 

You  are  ai  liberty  to  call  to  your  assistance  any  officers  in  the  service  of 
tl)e  United  IStates,  whose  expenses  shall  be  borne  by  the  states. 

You  are  to  abolish  unnecessary  posts,  to  erect  others,  to  discharge  useless 
officers,  to  stop  rations  improperly  issued,  and  are  hereby  further  authorized 
to  exercise  every  power  which  may  be  requisite  to  effect  a  reformation  of 
abuses  and  the  general  arrangement  of  those  departments  which  are  inaojr 
wise  connected  with  the  matters  committed  to  your  charge. 

You  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  inform  Congress  of  the  measures  you  have 
taken  in  consequence  of  these  fo\rm  and  instructions,  and  to  transmit  tbena 
lists  of  the  names  and  occnpatmns  of  the  nersons  you  shall  discharge,  and 
of  those  new  officers,  if  any,  which  you  shall  find  necessary  to  appoint 

THURSDAY,  JiprU  1$,  im. 

Congress  mnoceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  proceed  to  head- 
quarters, ana  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.^Schuyler,  litr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  . 
Peabody,  wecf  elected. 
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FRIDAY,  April  14,  1780. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  thej  have  received  ah  application  from  cap- 
tain Dandridge,  of  Bland'd  regiment  of  I iglit  dragoons,  praying  leave  to  resi^ 
his  commission  ;  and  that  they  have  also  received  applications  from  captain 
Oibbs  Jones,  of  the  artillery,  and  lieutenant  Septimus  Davis,  of  the  11th  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  praying  leave  to  resign  their  commissions ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  captain  Dandridge,  of  Bland's 
regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  of  captain  Gibbs  Jones,  of  the  artillery,  and 
of  lieutenant  S.  Davis,  of  the  1  Ith  Pennsylvania  regiment,  be  accepted. 

Sisolved,  That  Congress  return  their  thanks  to  general  Mifflin  and  colo- 
re! Pickering,  for  ^eir  attentlott  to  the  hnatneat  eommittod  totlMni,  mani-  - 
fesCed  in  their  plan  for  the  amngement  of  the  staff  departments  |  and  thiiC 
thejr  he  informed  that  Congress  nairv  referred  their  report  to  a  oonnutlee,  . 
who  are  to  consult  ^rith  tiie  commander  in  chief  and  tlw  heads  of  the  staff  . 
departments,  on  thesame,  and  snch  alteraliotts  as  the  circnmstaneeef  the 
arriiT  may  render  necessary. 

fcesolved^  That  general  Mifflin  and  colonel  Pickering  be  infonned,  that 
the  remainder  of  the  business  referred  to  them  must,  from  the  necessity  of 
adapting  it  to  such  plans  as  may  be  finally  concluded  oo^  be  referred  to  the* 
committee  who  are  to  proceed  to  head -quarters. 

SATURDAY,  April  15,  1780.  " 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary -general  of  prisoners^ 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Joseph  Ward  was  elected. 

Buolved,  That  any  state  which  shall  furnish  the  officers  of  the  hospital 
and  medical  staff  belonginj^  to  such  state,  in  theservtee  of  the  United  States, 
with  such  articles  of  clothing  as  those  officers  are  respectlTelT  entitled  to,  by 
a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  80tb  of- November,  17T9,  and  make  retninit  ^ 
thereof  to  the  clothier-general,  shall  have  credit  for  anch  supplies.  In  their 
accottnt  with  the  United  States. 

MONDAY,  April  17,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  W.  Williams,  lieutenaat^onel  of  tiie  9d  FleilB*. 
sylvania  regiment,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  hwconuMasioa : 
!  Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

TUESDAY,  April  18,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  six  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  colonel  Broadhead,  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort-Pitt,  to  be  hllcd  up  with  the  names  of  such  faithful 
Indians  of  the  Delaware  tribe  as  he  shall  judge  to  be  deserving  of  that  honour; 
but  no  rank  to  be  given  to  any  of  them  higher  than  that  of  captain. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Broadhead  shall  be  supported  by  Congress  in  anj 
acts  or  oi^ders  which  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  the  disimv|e  of  his  duty 
as  a  commanding  officer  at  Fort-Pitt,  hath  made,  or  shall  mako  meeoiaaij. 

W&DNBSDAY,  Spril  10,  1780.  * 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  E.  M'Comb,  was  read,  reqneetlpg  leave  l»  nh 

sign  his  ofBce  of  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of  acconnts : 
Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  aee^ted. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  the  petition  of  Uentenant-^ooionel  Pierre  R» 

de  Roussi,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Pierre  Regnier  de  Roussi,  late  of  the  2d 
New-York  regiment,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  services  and  losses, 
while  in  the  service  of  these  United  States,  receive  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
iionourable  John  Jay,  esq.  for  the  sum  of  500  dollars,  in  specie,  and  a  warrant 
on  the  treasurer  for  3000  dollars,  in  currency  of  these  states^ 
Voulll.  57 
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The  board  ot  treasurj^  report,  that  they  liave  taken  into  consideration  the 
letter  of  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  late  commiMary-^eneral  of  purchases,  dated 
Attguat  3d,  1779f  with  the  papers  enclaaed,  relative  to  claims  for  proYisioiui 
purchased  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New*York^  fortfie  nse  jof  tbs 
militia  employed  on  the  frontiers  thereof,  referred  to  them  Congress*  and 
are  of  opinion  that  the  commissary -general  ought  not  to  pay  soch  olaiM 
because  the  prayisions  do  not  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  continental  com- 
missaries of  issues^  and  are  consequently  subject  to  &a  regular  check*  and 
that  the  state,  bein^  informed  of  the  number  of  troops,  can  check  the  expen- 
ditures  of  the  provision,  and  therefore  can  best  acyusi  and  discharge  snch 
claims. 

JRegolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

THURSDAY,  April  1780. 

The  board  of  admiralty  lepurted  tlie  iotm  ot  :i  coiiindssion  for  the  naval 
oilicers  in  tike  employ  of  the  United  States,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  to    •  Greeting- : 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  valor,  conduct  and 
fidelity,  do  bv  these  prpsents  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  "  in  the 

navy  of  the  United  Htates,  to  take  rank  ti  oni  the  You  aro  therefore 

carefully  and  dilis;ently  to  discharge  tiie  tiuty  of  by  doing  and  per  form- 

ing all  manner  of  tilings  thereunto  belonging.  And  we  do  strictlv  cbarj^e 
and  require  all  officers,  marines^  and  seamen  under  your  cc^imnaiid  to  be 
obeilient  to  your  orders  as  And  you  are  to  observe  and  tt»llow  such 

orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  aa  you  shall  receive  from  Congress, 
n  eommittee  of  the  states^  the  board  of  tdnunltj,  the  con^mander  in  chief, 
'  for  the  time  being,  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States*  or  any  other  your  sn* 
perior  officer,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  the  navy,  and  the  usage 
of  the  sea.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  invoked  by  Coi^ress 
or  a  committee  of  the  states. 

Witness ,  president  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
at  the  day  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  in  the  year 
of  our  independence.  , 

Entered  in  the  admiralty  oflice,  and  examined  by  tlie  board. 

Attest,  Secretary  of  the  board  of  admiralty.  ^ 

FRIDAY,  April  21,1 780. 

Mr.  James  Henry,  a  delegate  tor  Yirginia,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress.  • 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress  that  accidental  preferences  have  been 
given,  in  tome  instances,  to  particular  officers,  owing  as  well  to  local  circum- 
stances as  to  the  want  of  a  certain  ratio  by  which  the  subsistence  each 
respective  claimant  might  be  ascertained,  agreeable  io'tbe  length  of  time  he 
haa  been  in  captivity  ;  and  whereas  it  further  appears  to  Congress  that  96 
officers  taken  at  Fprt-M on tgomery  the  16th  of  October,  \777t  and  14  taken 
between  the  16th  of  October,  1777,  and  May,  1778,  and  17  taken  August 
22,  1777,  at  Staten-Island,  have  received  the  «iim  of  £  32,  New-\(>rk 
money,  more  than  oilier  officers  who  were  captured  about  the  same  period  of 
time  ;  and  mon  ovcr  that  those  who  were  on  parole  upon  Long-Island,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Philadelphia  prisoners  at  Nevi^-York,  have  received  an 
allovirance  of  2  dollars  a  week  of  their  board,  of  which  those  confined  in  Phi- 
ladelphia had  not  the  benefit. 

Jit^ulved,  That  as  Congress  mean  to  extend  theit  care  and  attention  without 
distinction,  to  all  their  officers  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  captured  by 
the  enemy,  the  sum  of  M  4194|  New*Tork  money,  in  specie^  equal  to  10,495 
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dollars,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  out 
of  which  he  be  directed  to  pay  to  each  of  the  officers  confinea  in  Huladel- 
phia,  while  the  enemy  had  possession  of  tlie  city,  and  now  in  captivity,  the 
sum  of  £  32  like  money,  equal  to  80  dollar  s,  and  the  farther  sum  of  to 
the  same  per^na  respectively,  to  be  computed  at  the  rate  of  2  dollars  a  week 
from  the  time  of  their  being  prisoners  until  their  board  was  paid  by  the  public. 

That  a  farther  sum  of  money,  in  specie,  equal  to  £  1493,  New-Yort  cur- 
ttncj,  equal  to  S78di  dollars,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  commusary -general 
ofjirimerSf  for  the  purpose  of  lefellitig  all  the  officers,  agreeabljto  the 
ditereat  terms  of  thetr  captrntji  to  the  end  that  each  individual  may,  ac- 
cording to  his  circumstancest  participate  of  an  equal  share  of  the  public 
provision. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  Congresss.  that  a  farther  sum  of 

money  is  requisite  for  all  the  officers  in  captivity,  as  well  those  who  have 
been  lately  captured  as  those  who  liave  been  in  that  situation  for  any  length 
of  time,  for  the  purposes  of  paying  their  lioard»  purchasing  clothing  and  other 
necessaries ;  therefore, 

salved.  That  the  sum  of  J6  12,463  like  currency,  in  specie,  equal  to 
oljl57  |  dollars,  be  advanced  to  tlie  commis'=arv-genoral  of  prisoners,  wiiich 
he  be  directed  to  distribute  among  ail  the  ollicers  in  captivity ;  and  that 
the  consideration  of  any  farther  allowance  or  comparative  preference  be 
postponed  to  some  future  period. 

That  a  farthef  sutn  of  d  3500,  like  money,  eaual  to  6250  dollars,  be  ad* 
yanced  to  the  commissary -geneml  of  prisoners,  tor  the  purpose  of  supplying 
&e  sick  soldiers  and  sailors,  in  captivity,  with  necessaries,  and  for  other 
contingent  expenses  relating  to  the  prisoners* 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  he  empowered,  when  properly  applied  to 
for  that  purpose,  to  authorize  an  agent  or  commissary  of  prisoners,  appoint- 
ed by  the  enemy,  to  reside  in  such  of  these  states  as  he  shall  direct,  and 
with  powers  similar  to  those  granted  to  a  like  officer  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  aad  allowed  by  jthe  enemy  to  be  exercised  within  their  lines. 

MONDAY,  JfyrU  24, 1780. 
^  Mr.  Joseph  lones,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  his  seat. 

XU£dDAY,  ^jirU25,  1780« 

Jiesolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Ueut  Lndiman,  of  cOl.  Armaad's  corps, 
be  accepted. 

That  the  sum  of  5000  dollars  be  granted  to  lieut  Lndiman,  to  enable  lum 
to  return  to  Europe. 

THURSDAY,  Jfyril  27,  1780. 

Be$olwd,  That  the  sum  of  4,800,000  dollars,  ordered  to  be  prepared  in 
loan-office  certificates  of  the  denomination  of  60O  dollars  each,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  June,  1779,  for.borrowing  20,000,000  dollars, 
be  not  prepared ;  but  that  in  lieu  thereof  the  same  sum  be  prepared  in  cer- 
tificates or  ttie  following  denominations, 

400  bills  of  SfOOOdoItaiteMh,  i;200,000 

4,800,UUU 

FRIDAY,  SprU  28, 1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  judge  of  the  cou^  of  appeal 6»  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Wythe,  and  the  iNdlots  being  taken,  Mr.  OfnB  uriffin  was 
elected;  haying  been  previouslr  nominated  by  Mr.  Jones. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
treasurr,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  William  Denning,  esq.  was  elected; 
bariog  been  jprefiously  nominated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 


100  bills  of  10,000  dollaxs  each,  1,000,000 

240  do.  of  5,000  do,  1,200,000 
350  do.  of  4,000   do.  1,400,000 
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Mr.  J«  Daane,  a  delegate  for  the  sfate  of  New-York»  being  refumed,  laH 
before  Congress  the  original  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegate*  m 

that  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  and  the  board  of  war  forthwith  tale 
effectual  measures  for  forwarding  the' troops  of  the  continental  armjji  now 
under  marching  orders,  for  the  relief  of  Charleston. 

Pp^olvpd,  That  the  sugars  lately  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  consigned  to  Mr. 
Blaine,  commissary -general  of  purchases,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
be  sold  for  ready  money,  under  the  directions  of  the  cominittee  of  commerce, 
and  the  monies  arising  from  auch  sales  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasnij. 

4 

TUESDAY,  .^/fly  2,  1780. 

The  board  of  admiralty  having;;  reported  the  form  of  a  commission  for  pri- 
vate vessels  of  war,  and  of  the  bond  to  be  given  by  the  master  and  comiriand- 
er  of  the  said  private  armed  vessels,  and  instructions  to  the  said  masters;  ' 
the  same  were  taken  into  consideration  and  agreed  to,  as  foiiows ; 

THE  t  Uim  OF  A  COMMISSION. 

fL.  B 1  Qong;te8$  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  all  to  whom  thei^  farpa/Sj^ 

t      •*  sUali  come,  send  greeting: 

Know  ye.  That  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  licenae 
and  authority  to  ,  mariner,  commander  uf  the  called. tiis 

of  the  burden  of         tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging  to 
mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by  men,  to  fit  out  ami 

set  forth  the  said  in  a  warlike  manner,  and  by  and  with  the  said 

and  the  officers  and  crew  thereof,  bv  force  of  arms  to  attack,  sub- 
due, seize  and  take  all  ships  and  other  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dises belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  the  subjects  theces^ 
etcept  the  ships  or  vessels,  together  wttli  their  cargoes^  belonging  to  any 
inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  such  other  shim  or  Yesseb  bring- 
ing  persons' with  intent  to  settle  within  anr  of  the  United  States  $  which  nhijjii 
or  vessels  shall  be  suffered  to  pass  unmolested,  the  masters  thereof  pemit* 
tin^  a  peaceable  search  and  giving  satisfactory  informyatton  of  their  lading 
and  their  destination;  or  any  other  ships  or  vessels,  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandises, to  whomsoever  beiopging,  which  are  or«shaIl  be  declared  to  be 
subjects  of  capture  bj  any  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  which  are  so  deeuMt 
by  the  law  of  nations:  and  the  said  ships  and  vessels, eoods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandises so  apprehended  as  aforesaid,  and  as  prize  taken,  to  bring  into  port, 
in  order  that  proceedings  may  be  had  concerning  buch  capture,  in  due 
form  of  law,  and  as  to  right  and  justice  appertaineth :  and  we  request  all 
kings,  princes,  states  and  potentates,  bein^2:  in  friendship  or  alfiance  with  the 
said  United  States,  and  others  to  whom  it  shall  appertain,  to  give  the  s:iid 
all  aid,  assistance  and  succour  in  their  ports,  with  his  said  vessel, 
company  and  prizes  :  We,  if)  fhe  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  good  people  of 
the  said  United  States,  engaging  to  do  the  like  to  all  the  subjects  of  such 
kings,  princes,  states  and  potentates,  who  shall  come  into  any  po^ts  within 
the  said  United  States.    And  we  will  and  require  all  our  oflicers  whatsoever, 
to  give  to  the  said  all  necessary  aid,  succour  and  assistance  in 

the  premises,    Tliis  commission  shall  continue  in  force  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  admiralty  of  the 
United  States  to  be  affixed  liereunto.    Witness  his  excellency 
esq.  president  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at 
this      day  of      A.  JD.  17    and  in  the         year  of  our  independence. 

Passed  the  aiLmiralty -office. 

Attest.  Secretarj'  of  the  board  of  adauiallj* 
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THE  FDHM  OF  THE  BUW. 

Know  all  men  by  (iipse  presents,  that  we, 
arc  held  aud  ftiialy  bound  to  A.  B.  esq.  treasurer  of  the  United  States  oi 
America,  in  the  penalty  of  2(),00{)  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  otlier  money 
cquivalt;nt  thereto,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  A.  B.  treasurer  as  aforesaid,  ur  to 
hi9  successors  in  that  office*  To  which  payment  well  and  iruljr  to  be  made 
and  done^  we  bind  onrBelves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  join tljr 
and  Beytrally,  firmly  bj  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seal^,  and  dated  the 
day  of  in  the  year  ot  our  Lord  and  in  the  year  of  tb^ 
independence  of  the  United  States. 

The  condition  of  this  obli^tion*is  such,  that  whereas  the  above  bounder 
master  and  commander  of  the         called  the  be- 
longingto  mounting        carriage  gun?, and  navigated  by  meu» 

and  who  hath  applied  for  and  received  a  comurission,  bearing  date  with  tliese 
present?,  licensing  and  authorizini2;him  to  fit  out  and  set  loi  ih  the  said 
lu  a  wariikc  manner;  and  by  and  with  the  said  and  the  otlict  rs  and 

crew  thereof,  by  force  of  arms,  to  attack,  subdue,  seize  and  take  all  ships 
and  other  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Gieat-Britain,  or  anyot  the  subjects  thereof,  (excepting  the  jsiiipsor  vessels, 
together  with  their  cargoes,  belonj^in^  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of 
Bmnda  and  such  other  s  hips  or  vessels  bringing  persons  with  intent  to  set* 
tie  within  thesaid  United  States;)  and  any  other  ships  or  vessels,  goods,  wares, 
a&d  merchandise,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  which  are  or  shall  to  declared  to 
bf  subjects  of  capture  by  any  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  which  are  so  deem* 
ed  by  the  law  of  nations.  If  therefore  the  said  shall  hot  exceed  or 
transgress  the  powers  and  authorities  given  and  granted  to  htm  in  and  bj 
the  said  commission,  or  which  are  orehall  be  given  or  granted  to  him  by  any 
resolutions,  acts  or  instructions  of  Congress,  but  shall  in  all  things  goveru 
and  conduct  himself  as  mastn  and  commander  of  the  said  and  the  ofli- 
cers  and  crew  belonging  to  tlir  same,  by  and  according  to  the  said  commis- 
sion, resolutions,  acts  and  instructions,  and  any  treaties  subsisting,  or  which 
•nay  subsist  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  any  prince,  power  or 
potentate  whatever:  and  shall  not  violaie  the  law  of  nations  or  the  rights  of 
oeatrai  powers,  or  of  any  of  their  subjects,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all 
damages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  him  • 
^\^  or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  said  then  this  omigation  to  be  void, 

otherwise  to  remain  ia  full  force. 

S^ed,  ic«led  and  delivered  in  t!ie  presence  of  us, 

luitntftioiw  tD  the  cuptaioB  an  I  eommamlcrs  of  private  armed  vc<)scls,  whioh  shall  have  eominis* 

suiiiS  or  k'Uci's  of  iu;ir<iiie  and  ivprisal. 

I.  Yon  ma) ,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue  and  take  all  ships  and  other 
vessels  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  or  any  ot  the  subjects  thereof, 
on  the  hi^h  seas,  or  between  high  water  ami  low  water  marks  (except  the 
ships- or  vessels,  together  witb  tneir  caigoes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or 
inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  such  other  ships  and  vessels  bnncing  persons 
wiib  intent  to  settle  and  reside  within  the  United  States,  which  you  shall 
sul&r  tm  paao  numolestod,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable 
search  and  giving  satisfactory  informatioii  of  the  contents  of  rae  ladings  and 
destinatimi  of  t£»  voyages.)  And  you  may  also  annoy  the  enemy  by  all  Uie 
tneans  in  your  power,  by  land  as  well  as  by"  water,  taking  care  not  to  infringe 
or  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  or  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

n.  Yon  are  to  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  oi  neutral  powers,  and 
the  usage  and  custom  of  civilized  nations  ;  and  on  no  pretence  w  iKitever  pre- 
sume  to  take  or  seixe  any  sliips  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
princes  or  powers  in  alliance  with  these  United  States,  except  they  are  em- 
ployed in  carrying  contrabrand  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  enemies ;  and  in  such 
case  joil  are  to  conform  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaties  sub^st- 
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ing  betWBCD  such  princes  or  powers  and  these  states  ;  and  you  are  not  to  cap- 
ture, seize  or  plunder  auy  ships  or  ves^eU  of  oureneriiu's  beinj^  under  the 
protection  of  neutral  coasts,  nations  or  princes,  under  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties expressed  in  a  prodaoiatioQ  Usued  bj  Congress  the  ^thdaj  of  Maj, 
Anno  liojiuni,  1778. 

III.  You  shall  bring  such  ships  and  vessels  as  you  shall  fake,  with  their 
guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and  ladings,  to  some  convenient  port 
or  ports,  that  proceedings  thereupon  may  be  had,  in  due  form  of  law,  con- 
cemin^sach  captnrea* 

IV.  lOtt  shafl  send  the  master,  or  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  per* 
son  or  persons  of  the  compaoj  of  ererj  ship  or  tessel  bj  yoa  taken  in  anch 
ship  or  vessel,  as  soon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  be  by  the  jadge  or 
JnogM  of  such  coart  as  aforesaid  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  answer  to 
SQch  interrogatories  as  may  be  propounded,  touching  the  interest  or  proper* 
ty  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  her  lading  ;  and  at  the  same  time  you  shall  de- 
liver, or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all  passes,  sea-briefs, 
charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters,  and  other  documents  and 
writings  found  on  board,  proving  the  said  papers  hv  the  atiidavit  ot  yourself, 
or  of  some  other  person  present  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were 
received,  without  fraud,  addition,  suhduction  or  embezzlement. 

'  V.  You  ftliall  keep  and  preserve  every  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo  by  you 
taken,  until  they  shall,  by  sentence  of  a  conrt  properly  authorized,  be  ad- 
judged  iawfiil  prize,  or  acquitted^  not  selling,  spoiling,  wasting  or  dimfnidb* 
ittg  ^e  same,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  suffering  any  such  thing  to 
be  done. 

TI.  If  you,  or  anj  of  your  officers  or  crew,  shall  in  cold  blood,  kill  or 
maim,  or^  by  torture  or  otherwise,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and  contrary  to  com- 
mon usa|^  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in  war,  treat  any  person  or 
persons  surprized  in  the  ship  or  vessel  you'  shall  take,  the  offender  shall  be 

severely  punished. 

VII.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty written  accounts  of  the  captures  you  shall  make,  with  the  number 
and  names  of  the  captives,  and  intelligence  of  what  may  occur,  or  be  disco- 
vered concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  the  destinations,  motions 
and  operations  oi  their  ileets  and  armies. 

Vlli.  One-third  at  least,  of  your  whole  company,  shall  be  landmen. 
.IX.  You  shall  not  ransom  or  discharge  any  prisoners  or  captives^  but  you 
are  to  take  the  utmost  care  to  bring  them  into  port ;  and  if,  from  any  neces« 
sity,  you  shall  beoblipd  to  dismiss  any  prisoners  at  sea,  you  shall,  on  jour 
return  from  your  cruise,  make  report  thereof  on  oath,  to  the  judge  of  the 
admiralty  of  the  state  to  which  you  belong,  or  in  which  you  arrive,  within 
twenty  days  after  your  arrival,  with  your  reasons  for  such  dismission.  And 
you  are  to  deliver,  at  your  expense,  or  the  expense  of  your  owners,  the  pri- 
soners you  bring  into  port,  to  a  commissary  of  prisoners  nearest  the  place 
of  their  landing,  or  into  the  nearest  county  jail. 

X.  You  shall  observe  nil  such  further  instructions  as  Congress  shall  here- 
after give  in  the  premises,  when  you  shall  have  notice  thereof. 

XI.  If  you  shall  do  any  thing  contrary  to  these  instructions,  or  to  others 
hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  suHer  such  thing  to  be  done,  you  bhall  not 
only  forfeit  your  commission,  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the 
condition  of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved,  for  damages 
austsined  by  such  malversation. 

Ruoloedt  That  the  board  of  admiralhr  be  empowered  and  directed  to  cause 
to  be  printed,  so  many  copies  of  said  forms  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

Resolvedf  That  the  president  transmit  to  the  governors  or  presidents  of 
the  respective  states^  so  many  copies  of  the  said  fidfrms,  as  the  Doacd  of  ad- 
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miralty  shall  ailTiaet  and  at  the  same  time  inform  then,  that  it  is  the  Intent 
tion  of  Cos^grasty  that  all  commisaioDB  and  instructions  now  in  force,  be  can- 
celled as  soon  as  possible,  and  commissiona»  bonda  and  inatractiona  of  the 
Jf»\t  form  be  flubstituted  in  place  thereof* 

WBDNESDAY,  May  3,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  deputy  paj-masters 

general,  under  the  paj-maater  general  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
i  allowed  at  the  rate  of  8-101hs  per  cent  on  the  monep  which  they  may 
paj  oat  respectiTely  to  the  armj ;  and  that  this  commission  have  retrospect 
to  commence  from  the  29th  day  of  May,  1779,  when  the  pay-office  was  last 
regulated  :  that  the  said  allowance  be  in  full  payment  for  the  semcea  of 
themseWes  and  assistants,  and  in  full  compensation  of  all  expenses*  except 
one  ration  a  day  each»  while  at  camp,  for  themselves  and  assistants*. 

THURSDAY,  ^ay  4,  1780. 
A  letter,  of  April  12,  from  T.  Hosmer,  was  read,  acquainting  Congress  of 
his  acceptance  ut  the  office  of  judge  of  the  court  ui  appeals,  to  which  they 
have  been  pleased  to  appoint  him. 

"  A  letter,  of  this  day,  trtmi  C.  Griffin,  was  read,  expressing  his  thanks  for 
the  confidence  reposed  in  his  integrity  and  abilities,  by  appointing  him  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  and  informing,  that  as  he  is  del^ated 
by  the  state  of  Virginia  to  a  different  emnloyment,  he  does  not  think  himself 
justifiable  in  a  peremptory  acceptation  or  the  office,  without  the  approbation 
of  his  constituents ;  but  that,  in'the  mean  while,  if  Congress  shall  taink  pro- 
per, he  will  undertake  the  business  of  a  judge,  and  endeavor  to  pay  that 
attention  whioh  so  important  a  commission  may  require. 

The  board  of  admiralty  reported  the  device  of  a  seal  for  the  admiralty  of 
the  United  States  :  the  arms,  thirteen  bars  mutually  supporting  each  other, 
altenuite  read  and  white,  in  a  blue  field,  and  swrinounting  an  anchor  proper. 
The  crest  a  ship  under  sail.  The  motto  susTSMTAiis  £t  sustsntatus.  The 
legend  U.  S.  A.  Sigil.  Naval. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engraved,  and  used  as  the  seal  ot  the  board 
of  admiralty  ui  the  United  States  of  America. 

FRIDAY.  May  5, 1780. 

Metolvedf  That  the  present  rates  of  postage  be  doubled : 
That  all  masters  of  packets  and  other  vessels  in  continental  service  be* 
and  thej  are  hereby,  required  to  lodge  whatever  letters  they  bring  from 
abroad,  in  the  post-office  nearest  to  the  port  where  they  shall  arrivet  and 

immediately  after  their  arrival : 

That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  allowing  rea- 
sonable expenses  to  the  surveyors  while  travelling  the  roads,  be  and  it  ia 

hereby  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  advances  to  the  post-master 
general,  the  comptroller  and  surveyors,  from  time  to  time,  on  account  of 
their  salaries,  and  that  the  salary  of  the  post-master  general,  the  comptroller 
and  survi yois,  be  considered  when  all  other  salaries  are  to  be  fixed  by  a 
new  ebtablishment* 

TUESDAY,  May  9,  1780. 
An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  in  the  state  of 
North-Cfarolina,  on  the  llM  **  Johft  Bnig  versus  sloop  Dove/'  lodged 
with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  court  of  appeals. 

WBDNESDAJ,  May  10«  1780. 
A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  le  baron  de  Bemowskt,  was  read : 
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Ordmd,  That  the  »ecrettrj  inforni  le  btron  de  BeniQwskU  that  tfce/^ 

qoest  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  9th,  cannot  be  coinplied  with. 

A  letter,  ofthisdaj*  from  major-gen.  B.  Arnold,  wap  raad^  infonMBC  that 
'*on  examining  the  report  of  the£>ard  oftreasarj  on  his  public  acco^^ril|| 
he  fimls  himself  under  the  oecessity  of  appealing  to  the  honorable  the  Con- 
gress, and  requesting  the  favor  of  that  honorable  bodj^-to  point  out  the  me- 
thod of  proceeding  in  appeals  from  the  board  of  treasurji  and  io  jbe 
when  he  can  be  heard  on  the  subject  of  the  appeal." 

Ordered,  That  major-gen.  Arnold  be  informed  he  is  at  libertj  to  state  in 
writing  any  objections  he  may  have  to  the  report  of  the  hoavd  oC  li^ea^lHil 
on  his  accounts,  and  to  lay  them  before  Congress.  • 

Resolved,  That  loan -office  certificates,  destroyed  through  accident,  be 
renewed  at  the  offices  where  they  first  issued,  and  delivered  to  the  person? 
who  shall  appear  to  have  been  the  holders  of  them  at  the  time  thej  were  de- 
stroyed, on  the  following  terms,  viz. 

1st.  That  all  certificates  so  destroyed,  be  advertised  immediately  in  the 
news-papers  ol  the  state  where  the  accident  happened  ;  and,  if  they  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  loan-office  of  a  different  state,  in  tlie  news-papers,  of 
such  state  also;  and  in  every  case  where  no  news-papers  are  printea  jjii^ 
state,  then  in  one  or  more  of  diose  which  circulate  most  generally  the(4M 
which  advertisement  shall  be  continued  six  weeks,  and  shall  contailyM 
numbers,  dates,  soms^  names  in  which  the  oe^ tUicates  were  taken  ou^  aname 
time  when,  the  place  whejre,  and  the  means  by  which  ther  wered^atijm'* 
'  8d.  That  a  copy  of  the  adf  ertiseroent  be  lodged  in  tiie  loan-office  1n|ipM 
the  certificates  issued,  together  with  such  testimony  as  can  be  protmpIS 
ascertaining  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  means  by  whi^^M 
destruction  happened  ;  which  copies  and  testimonies  shall  b^  duly  certinett 
bj  tlie  loan-officer,  to  be  laid  by  the  party  claiming  the  renewal,  belbtn tiki 
board  of  treasury,  who  shall  iinallr  decide  on  the  sufficiency  thereof! 

3d.  That  the  party  claiming  the  renewal  epter  into  bund  to  such  l|ifM|* 
officer  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  witli  two  or  more  sufficient  freeholdcii 
as  securities,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  certiicates  claimed 
to  be  renewed,  with  condition  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  the 
holders  of  the  certificates  said  to  be  destroyed,  should  any  such  ^terwiisds 
appear. 

4th.  That  no  certificates  be  renewed  before  the  expiration  of  three  nuNttiis 
,  alter  the  publication  of  the  advertisement  above  mentioned. 

5th.  Ti.at  where  a  demand  is  made  by  virtue  of  a  letter  or  warrant  of  at- 
torney, such  letter  or  warrant  be  first  legally  proved  and  recorded,  and  ai, 
authenticated  copy  lodged  in  the  loan-office  where  the  demand  is*  made. 

6th.  That  the  renewed  certificates  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  witft 
those  destroyed,  and  that  the  payments  of  interest,  where  any  have  been 
made,  be  regularly  endorsed,  as  they  appear  on  the  loan-office  books  ;  ami 
that  they  bear  a  mark  to  distinguish  them  from  the  originals,  which  mail 
shall  be  entered  in  the  loan-office  books. 

Ordiredp  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  and  forwanl  to  the'respec- 
Ihre  Iban-officers  the  form  of  a  bond,  with  the  necessary  instructions,  to  di- 
rect t}|em  ih  the  execution  of  the  aforesAid  resiolotion ;  and  that  they  stirte 
thesom  to  be  paid  by  the  applicants  to  the  United  States  for  ^^rdficates 
newed,  and  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  loan-officer. 

r 

MONDAY,  May  15,  178a 

Mr.  G.  Walton.  Mr.  E.Telfair,  Mr.  W.  Pew, delegates  from  Geoi^,st: 
tended  and  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read. 

•  TUESDAY,  May  16,  1780. 
Ruohed,  That  the  snm  of  SOOO  dollars,  currency  of  these  stateB»  and  a  bill 
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of  e  xchange  lor  ^SO  doIlars  in  specie,  be  paid  to  captain  Pasche,  late  of  count 
Pulaski's  legion,  (which  being  dissolved,  Coni:;ress  liave  no  means  of  euiploj* 
}Ji^  captain  Pasche,  though  a  deserving  oOker)  to  enable  him  to  return  to 

Atstter»  of  the  i3th»  from  eertenil  Waslnngton,  and  one  of  tkts  dwf  tevm, 
BH^-gen^rtl  the  narqiits  de  la  Fayette,  were  read ;  Wliereapeii» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr#L!vinpton, 
Resolved,  That  Congress  consider  the  return  of  tne  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
to  Ameri^  to  resume  his  command,  as  a  fresh  proof  of  the  disinterested  zeal 

and  persevering  attachment  which  have  justly  recommended  him  to  the  pwb- 
Jic  confidence  and  applause  :  and  that  they  receive  with  pleasure  a  tender  of 
th%  iuriher  services  of  so  gallant  and  meritorious  an  officer*  . 

WEDNESDAY,  .May  17,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  from  brigadier 
Knox,  recommending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Blair  to  be  ciiaplain  to  tne  bri- 
gade of  artillery ;  Whereupon, 

Be8eh$df  That  the  Reir.  Mr.  Samuel  Blair  be  appointed  chaplaiii  of  the 
hn|M^  of  artillery  t  and  that  this  appointment  have  effect  a^if  made  on  the 
first  day  of  March*  1179,  from  which  tim^  he  has  officiated  as  chaplain  to  the 
hriffade* 

FRIDAY.  Mi^  19, 1780. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  oa  the 
memorial  of  the  hon.  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  ;  Whereupon* 

Resolwd,  Thdit  the  states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania, 
New-Jersey*  New-York^  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island,  Massachusetts-Bay* 
and  New-Hampshire,  be  most  earnestly  called  upon  to  collect  and  pay  into 
the  continental  treasury,  immediately,  if  possible,  and,  at  all  events,  within 
tMrty  days  from  this  time,  10.000,000  dollars,  for  the  special  purpose  here- 
alter  mentioned,  in  the  following  proportions  ;  the  payments  to  be  credited 
to  the  said  states  respectively,  on  their  quotas  of  money  due  to  the  United 
States  to  the  first  day  of  March  last,  viz. 

Virginia,  -      -      •  1,953,200  Connecticut,     -  -  -  1^.29*150 

Muyland,  ...  1,234,350  Rhode-Island,    .  -  .  156^250 

Dekware,       -  -      -  '    -  132,800  Massuchusetti?-Bay,  •  -  1,794,950 

Pcnnsvlvaiiia,  ...  1,796,950  New-HMnpebipe,  *  -  312,150 

New-Jersey,  -      -      -  703,950   —  - 

Nfcw-York,  -      -      -  585,950  10^000,000 

Resolved^  That  bills  be  immediately  drawn  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  on  the  hon.  Dr.  B.  FraQidin,  (or  25,000  dolUrs,  and  on  thehoD. 
ioha  Jay»  for  ^»000  doMars,  payable  at  aixty  days  sight :  that  th»jb»«IEbr- 
ed  for  aaie  in  Massadftttsetts-Bay*  Rhodorlaliuid,  CojuieGtiMil,  FewMjihwaia* 
Maryland*  and  Virguun,  Id  the  Mllowingproportioiu,  vis. 

llMmcliawtts>BAy,        90/NX^  doUan. 

«hodc-Island,  -  -  3,000  do. 
Connecticut,        -      -     8,000  do. 


Pemisjrlnuiia^     •     -  K^OOOdoHMa^ 

Maryland)  -      •     5,000  do. 

Virginia,      -*      -      -     4,000  do. 

Resolvedy  That  the  money  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  be  appropriated  and 
applied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  army  into  the  field,  and  lorwarding  theif 
supplier  in  such  manner  as.tUe  e&igency  and  pature  of  the  aervke  magr  re* 
quire. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  at  head-quarters  be  directed  to  expedite  the 
drawing  forth  tlie  supplier  ot  the  states  retpiireil  by  tlie  resolution  of  Con- 

e  ss,  of  the  £5th  day  of  February  last,  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of  the  ser* 
vice  maj^  require,  and  the  conmander  l|i  chief  shall  judge  them  necessary. 

That  in  case  of  any  extraordinary  emergency,  more  of  any  of  the  articles 
eaummted  in  the  said  resdultttn  siydl  beeema  tUMiessary  than  is  therma 

Vox..  UL  S% 
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provided  fqr>  tb«  Mid  CMunittee,  with  (be  admt  of  tbe  cMnumdar  m  «IM 
do  apply  to  tiie  legisUtiTo  or  eseeiitive  powers  of  anf  of  the  ttatee  tfimffpMi 
from  mw-Hampshire  to  VtrgiDtay  iDclu8ive»  as  may  be  most  conveniaei^lo 
liave  them  tminediately  purckased  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Statea,  or! 
.athenrise  ^cured  on  the  credit  of  the  same,  if  peoe^tj  Shall  e^rninire:  1 

That  the  said  committee  give  directions  for  procuring  any  other  articici|| 
jiat  provided  for  ia.the  said  resplatiea  of  the  dSthof  Fehraary,  which  the  exi- 1 
gency  of  the  service  may  require,  mlay,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commander  k 
chiei  render  nccesaary, direct  the  proper  applications  to  the  civil  magistrates 
of  any  of  the  states*  i'or  obtaining  them  in  such  manner  as  shall  ootadinit  ^  i 
delay.  ^  I 

That  tlie  said  committee  be  also  autliorizecl  to  give  assurance  where  any 
of  tlie  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  procured  on  the  cre- 
dit of  the  United  States,  that  the  just  value  of  the  same  shall  be  paid,  witli 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  as  fast  as  money  can  be  raised  fur  that  purpose. 

That  the  said  committee  report  their  proceedings  to  Coii^4esi»  uace  & 
fortnight.  .  ■ 

Mesuivtd,  That  the  legislatures  from  New-Hampshire  to  Virginia,  incluaive. 
be  requested  ta  invest  their  executive  authprity,  or  some  other  peraooa,  witV 
such  powers  as  will  enable  them>  on  the  application  of  the  CQiaaiittaeabre- 
aaid,  to  draw  forth*  at  this  critical  period,  tne  resources  of  the  atate^ 

gATURDAY*  «¥aydO,  irSO. .  | 

'  JRemtlved,  That  the  several  states  be  earnestly  requested  to  forward  theii 
qaotaa  of  troops*  to  join  their  napective  corps  of  tKe  army*  as  aooa  aa  pgsaibie 

MONDAY,  May,  22,  1780. 

A  letter*  of  the  17th,  from  general  Washington,  and.a  letter,  of  March  1, 
from  .  lieutenant^olonel  Fieury*  requesting  a  firolongation  «f  hia  furloiigl^f 

A^ere  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  furlout^h  heretofoic  g;ranted  to  Ueutenailt*GlilBn4| 
Fieury,  be  farther  extended  for  the  space  of  nine  months. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  it  is  highly  inexpedient  for  aiiv 
of  the  states  to  permit  tlie  exportation  of  provisions  to  foreign  parts,  unnl 
the  exigencies  or  the  public  service  are  mure  fully  ascertained  and  provtiietji 
for  than  at  present. 

That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Delaware  state,  again  im-^ 
mediately  to  lay  au  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  that  state,; 
and  to  cuiitiaue  the  same  until  it  shall  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety 
that  the  like  embargoes  8hould.be  discontinued  in  all  the  United  States. 
.  IMmd*  Hiat  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resoluttons  be  transmitted  to  tlisL 
president  of  the  Delaware  state,  and  also  to  the  {Hresid^nt  of  the  supremej 
execntiTe  council  of  the  GOinmonwealth  of  PeDnsjlvaBia*'in  answer  to  bis 
letter  of  the  6th.  . 

TUESDAY,  May  23,  1780.  ' 

Bnolved,  That  the  director-general,  or  in  his  absence,  deputy -director 
general,  of  the  hospitals  in  the  eaatem  district,  be  and  he  is  hereby  direstld 
to  hire  a  suitable  house  at  or  near  the  port  of  New*LoBdoo,  in  the  state  4if 

Connecticut,  for  the  reception  of  such  sick  American  prisoners  as  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  exchanged  and  landed  in  that  neighbourhood ;  and  that  one 
senior  surgeon  or  physician,  and  a  suitable  number  of  mates,  be  occasioniUy 
employed  therein*  as  the  number  of  sick  shall  increase  or  diminish, 

WEDNESDAY,  Jfay  24,  1780. 
The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  affairs,  relative  to  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  lately  employed  by  the 
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hmmmSAlB  W.  Lee,  esq.  late  coanntsBioner  of  tbe  United  States,  at  the 
em^ytt  TleMa  and  Benm«  brwtgkt  ib  a  report,  wUdi  via  taken  into  con- 
Mfthftidiiii  and  thereupotiy     *  ' 

'  Mm»li?ed,  That  the  said  Samuel  W.  Stockton' be  allowed  a  salaryt'at  Hbt 
rate  of  J8  500  sterling  peir  annum*  while  lie  was  empleyed  bjtka  said  Wih 

Ifain  Lee :  .  ■ 

Thht  he  be  debited  with  the  monies  which  he  hat  received  from  the  said 
WiHtam  Lee;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  papers  be  referred  to  the  auditor- 
general,  in  order  that  the  account  may  be  liquidated,  agreeably  to  the  prin- 
ciples aforesaid. 

Mes(dved,  That  the  stile  of  the  court  of  appeals  appointed  bj  Congresa, 
Iht,  ♦•The  Court  of  Appeals  in  Cases  of  Capture." 

Resolved,  That  the  judges  and  register  ot  the  said  court,  sliall  respectively 
take  aii^oath  of  office  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  same. 

That  the  oath  of  thejodges  be  in  the  words  follbwing,  vix. 

^Yovdo.8wea»or  anrm,  that  yon  will  well,  failhfiillyajid  impartialSj  exe- 
cute the  office  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cases  of  capturti 
according  to  the  best  of  your  skiH  and  judgment.  So  help  you  God.'* 

That  the  oath  of  the  register  of  the  said  court  shall  be  in  the  words  fol? 
lowing : 

"You  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  you  will  well  and  fuithftilly  execute  the 
office  of  reg;ister  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cases  of  capture)  according  to  the 
best  of  you  r  skill  and  judgment.  So  help  you  God." 

That  tlie  judijes  of  the  said  court  shall  be  qualified  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
before  the  president  of  Congress,  and  cernht  ates  thereof  lodged  in  the  oflire 
of  the  secretai  V  of  Congress;  and  that  ti»e  register  shall  be  qualified  before 
the  said  judges,  and  certiikate  thereof  lodged  m  the  said  court  of  appeals. 

Riamivedt  That  appeals  from  tiie  coarts  of  admiralty  in  the  respective 
slates,  be,  as  liefetofore»  demanded  wrthin-five  days  after  aefintti?e  sentence ; 
and  in  future  such  appeals  be  lodged  with  the  register  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals in  cases  of  capture  witiiiti  iotty  days. thereafter,  provided  the  party 
appealing  shall  give  security  to  prosecute  SUch  appeal  to  effect. 

Jiesolvedy  That  all  matters  respecting  appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  now  de- 
pending before  Congress,  or  the  commissioners  of  appeals,  consisting  of  mem> 
bers  of  Congress,  lie  referred  to  the  newly  erected  court  of  appeals,  to  be 
tiiere  adjudged  and  fletenniued  according  to  law  ;  and  that  all  papers  touch- 
ing appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  lodged  in  the  olhre  of  the  secretary  of  Con- 
gress, be  delivered  to  and  totlged  with  the  rcffistei  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

Resolvedy  That  the  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  in  behalf  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  ailmiiaUy  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  Sandwich 
Packet,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  said  memorlalt  M  tranamitt^  to 
the  said  court  of  appeals. 

FBIDAY,  afoy  £8«  irSO. 

IBmtvei^  That  the  request  contained  in  the  menioHal  of  John  Skey  Eustace, 
late  a  major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  be  allowed  the  benefits  of 
the  resolution  of  thd  10th  of  April  lait,  for  making  eood  to  the  army  the  de- 
ficiency of  their  original  pay,  occasioned  bj  the  depreciation  of  the  couM* 

nental  bills  of  credit,  cannot  be  granted. 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  mode  of  carrying  into  eft'ect  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  -^^Ist  of  April  last,  respectlngan  agent  or  commissary  of  prisoueiti,  be 
submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  large  arrears  are  due  to  the  inhabitants  of 
sundry  of  tliese  states  for  provision,  forage,  and  oilier  articles,  furnished  by 
them  to  the  departments  of  the  contmissary-general  pf  purchaaeSi  and  qnar- 
ter-mastter  general,  for     public  semcey  and  1^  whicb  they  haretectifed 
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notes  or  cerlkfifiateft,  Bi|^d  by  persons  appointed  to  p«reii«ie  tkd  iiSd  wti" 
Gles»  the  pajment  whereof  been  delayed,  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of 
the  holders,  and  for  w  hich  money  caofi^t^  lo  the  ppeaent-  ciffCttnnt>mvftl»  be 
issued  from  the  treasury  :  tlieretore. 

Resolvedt  That  it  be  recoimn^  nded  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective 
states  wherein  such  iiuleh  or  cei  tificatcs  luive  been  heretotore  given,  aod  re- 
main unpaid,  to  empower  iho  colkclors  or  tbe  contiiu  nt  tl  taxes,  due  to. the 
1st  of  March  last,  to  receive  in  payment  thereof  such  notes  or  certificates, 
from  the  persons  in  whose  names  tliey  have  been  given^  on  the  foUowiiig 
conditions : 

That  the  persons  paying  in  thotaid  iuit»aorcertificatts»ondoiiieiho  aam 
to  the  collecton,  who  mav  receive  the«i»  and  aUoialie  an  oath  er  affimatioa 

before  a  magistrate,  that  they  have  been  obtained  for  the  value  and  the  articles 
therdn  expressed,  delivered  fur  the  use  of  the  United  States^and  for  vhkik 
no  payment  hath  been  made  ;  which  oalh  or  affirmation  shall  be  eniloraod  on 

cacn  note  or  certificate  : 

That  in  cases  when  the  notes  or  certi6cates  held  by  nny  person,  shall  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  tlie  taxes  due  Itom  such  person,  at  the  time  they  are 
.paid  in,  the  surplus  bi*  credittH!  bv  tlie  state  to  such  person,  and  allowed  in 
future  taxes,  under  such  checks  and  securities  as  the  respective  iegislatures 
may  think  best  suited  to  their  different  modes  of  collection  ;  and  that  sucli 
surplus  bear  an  interest  oi  6i\  pei  cent,  till  thus  discounted. 

Besolwig  That  the  said  notes  or  certificates,  so  endorsed  and  recmed  bj 
the  collectors  aa  aforesaid*  being  by  thit  treasoi^r  of  au^  state  delivered  to 
tlie  principals  of  the  respective  departments,  from  whom  payment  is  dai^ 
or  their  agents  in  the  citj  of  Philadelphia*  and  the  receipts  of  the  said  prin- 
cipals or  agentSf  makiiiig  the  principals  accountable  for  the  amount  ol  the 
notes  or  certificates  paida^  aforesaid*  being  lodged  with  the  board  of  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  ;  the  respective  states  shall  thereupon  have  credit 
for  the  same  on  their  quotas  of  taxes  due  to  the  1st  of  March  last ;  andjif  the 
amount  shall,  in  any  case,  exceed  the  said  quotas,  the  balances  shall  be  paid 
to  the  respective  states  to  whom  they  may  be  due: 

Provided  that  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be  con- 
strued to  exonerate  an  v  state  from  the  payment  of  ortlers  already  drawn,  Oi' 
to  affect  the  req^uisUiou  ui  Coagiess  ui  llie  i9lU  day  ui  tlie  piebeiit  mouth. 

SATURDAY,  May  27, 1780. 

Maolved,  That  the  reamation  of  ensign  John  M^Gnire,  of  the  3d  Mary- 
land regiment*  be  accepted. 
VTbereas  it  appears  to  Conacres*  by  a  representation  from  the  commeici^ 

committee,  that  thirteen  invoices  of  goods  have  been  shipped  in  the  vears 
1777  and  1778,  from  Bilboa,  by  Messrs.  Qardoqui  and  sons,  by  order  ef 
Arthur  Lee,  esq.  in  the  following  vessels*  viz.  the  Lydia,  capt.  ' Andrews, 

Alexander,  capt.  Williamson,  Charlotte,  capt.  Sinclair,  Success,  capt.  Ger- 
rish,  Neptune,  capt.  Lee,  Tabbv,  capt.  lioil^es,  John,  capt.  Woodberry, 
Wennesty  Deal,  capt.  Vickory,  Nancy,  capt.  Ingersol,  George,  capt.  Kn%ht,  » 
Lively,  capt.  Dupee,  Hawk,  capt.  Smith,  and  Scorpion,  capt.  ivis : 

And  whereas  tlie  said  goods  were  expressed  by  the  invoices  to  be  on  ac- 
count of  Elbridge  Gerry,  esq.  and  such  part  Uiereof  as  arrived  safe  has  been 
received  by  James  Warren,  esq.  the  public  agent,  to  whpm  tbej  were 
addressed : 

Muolved^  That  the  said  Elbridge  Gerry,  esq.  be  indemnified  hj  the 
United  States  from  any  cost  or  chaifes  that  have  been  or  shall  be  made 

2;ainst  him  on  account  of  the  goods  so  shipped,  and  that  aoj  ^Mms* relative 
ereto  be  exhibited  to  the  commercial  committee  of  Congreaa*    .  ^ 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  cov^mittce  anpmnted 
to  conferwiththehon.  the  mlniater  of  France;  and  therenpon,  ^ 
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Mttokei,  THtC  ^e^cNUil  •f  adttiiraUj  be  dimmed  to  fit  fer  sea,  with  ^6 
ntmust  expediAioii»  the  several  ships  of  war  and  frigates  now  in  port : 
■''fhat  k  be  earnestly  reconinvended  to  the  respective  states,  within  whose 
ports  any  of  the  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be,  to  attord  every  assistance  to  tiie 
board  of  admiralty,  on  their  application  for  artificers,  labourers  and  mate- 
riats  for  prepanng  the  same  for  sea*  and  for  compietiog  their  complemeat 
of -men.  -  * 

Besolved,  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  expense  which  anj 
state  shall  iiu  ui  in  cobiiequeoce  of  the  above  i  evolution. 

And  uhoreas  it  is  proper  to  make  provision  iur  repairing;  any  dama^S 
wbicii  the  lieets  of  out  allies  may  bustaui  by  storms  or  olliervvise  : 

Rmlved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  directed  to  caase  as  many  masts^ 
ysrds  and  spars  as  they  shall  deem  neeessarj  for  the  above  purpose,  to  be 
prscmd: 

-  That  the  beanl  of  admiraltjr  be  alse  dti^cted  to  settle  signals  with  the 
commandii^  officers  ef  any  ship  or  sWips  of  our  allj,.  which  maj  now  or  shall 
hereafter  be,  ixf/bm  the  coasts  of  the  United  States. 
And  for  the  promoting  ef  harmony  end  forwarding  the  common  views  of 

France  and  America : ' 

Resolvedy  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  le<jislatures  of  tho«?o  f^iifed 
States  to  pass  laws  for  tlie  punishment  of  such  j)ersons  as  shall  encourage 
desertions  from  the  fleets  or  armies  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute 
the  war  in  America  in  conjunction  with  these  United  States,  and  for  reco- 
vering such  deserters  as  shall  endeavor  to  conceal  themselves  among  the 
.inhabitants. 

Resolved,  That  300  ho^headn  of  the  sugars  in  the  hands  of  John  Brad* 
^Nd^  contiiMtal  agent  at  Boston,  be  by  him  converted  into  money,  and  the 
ssoM  transmitted  to  theoontinental  treasury^  wlthoiit  loss  of  tiibc ;  notwith-  ^ 
Ending  any  fonnei'  resolatmn  of  Congress  to  the  contrary* 

MONDAY,  Majf  09,  irSO. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  8th,  from  president  Wear,  of  the  state  of  New-Hamp-  . 
s^ire,  was  read,  inclosii^  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  pur- 
suant  to  the  resolutions  and  recommendations  of  the  1 8th  of  March  last : 

The  delegates  of  Massachu^elts-Baj  laid  before  Congre«R  an  act  of  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolutions  of  March  18th. 

'TUESDAY,  J^fly  SO,  1780.  '  ' 

.  Mr.  Armstrong,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat 

m  Congress. 

A  memorial  of  John  McAllister  was  read,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  record  of 
his  trial  and  acquittal  by  tbe  verdict  of  a  jury,  upon  an  indictment  for  the 
ftnds  mentMNied  in  theVesolution  of  Congress  of  the  S2d  of  June,  1779. 

A.  memorial  from  die  officers  of  the  5m  New- York  re^ment  was  read ; 
Wiereupon,     .      •  < 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  ptaent  to  make  any  partial  reduc* 
tion  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Rtsohsedf  That  lieutenant-colonel  John  Bailey  be  informed,  that,  from  a 
consideration  of  all  circumstances,  Congress  do  not  judge  it  expedient  at 
present  to  appoint  another  brigadier  from  the  line  of  the  troops  of  Maasa- 
chusette-Bay. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  SI,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  27lh,  from  general  Waslnngtoii»and  onCi  of  the  ^Sthyfrom 
we  committee  at  head -quarters,  were  read  ; 
Ord€redf  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  refer i*ed  to  a  corn- 
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mittoe  of  three  s  tlie  menbefB  chotfen.  If r«  Ellsworth)  Mr.  Armetrong'  and 
Mr.  Onane. 

Ori&nd,  That  the  committee  be  instnieted  to  eoofer  on'  the  »dt>ject  «f 
the  letter  with  a  eommittee  ai  the  general  assembl j  and  snpreme  execHtift 

oenncil  of  PennajlTania. 

Ordered,  That,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Gerrj,  Mr.  Holten  sod  Bfr* 
Loveli,  delegates  for  the  state  of  Ma$.<%achu setts-Bay,  a  warrant  iaatie  on  thi» 
treasurer,  in  their  favour,  for  1800  dollars ;  the  said  state  to  be  kceovntablet 

That,  on  the  application  of  J.  Wilkinson,  clothier-general,  approved  bj 

the  board  of  war,  a  warrant  is8ue  on  Joseph  Borden,  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loaii-olUce  lor  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  in  his  favour,  for  54,000 
dollars,  for  the  u^e  of  the  hide  department,  and  for  which  tbeaaid  James 
Wilkinson  is  to  be  accountahle  ?  -  '         '  - 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Gerard  Bancker,  treasurer  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  in  favour  of  Charles  Peltit,  assistant  quarter-master  f^cneral,  on  ac- 
count of  Nathaniel  Greene,  quarttjr-master  general,  for  110,000  dollars  (part 
of  the  monies  raised  in  the  said  state  for  the  use  of  the  United  States),  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  three  months'  pay  to  the  batteau-nien  who  are  enj^ed 
at  Albany,  to  serve  fur  the  campaign)  and  for  which  the  said  x^alliaaiel 
Greene  la  to  be  accountable.  -  '    '  ^  * 

.  THURSDAY,  Jum  1,  ITWK 

Mr/Benjamin  Huntington,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connectiimt^  at- 
tended and  took  his  seat  in  Conmas. 

Mr.T*  Matlaek,  a  deputy  for  PennsjlTania/attended,  when  the  cre^e%- 
thils  of  the  delegates  of  that  state  weire  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Die  letter,  of  Maj  STth,  from  geoM 
Washington,  and  who  were  directed  to  confer  thereon  with  a  committee  ef 
t3ie|;eneral  assembly  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  .of  Fen  Ds|t- 
vAnia,  reported  the  result  of  their  conference,  and  the  measures  pursuifigby 
the  said  state :  Whereupon, 

Hesolveit  That  the  supplies  which  any  ef  the  states  shall,  upon  requisition 
for  that  purpose,  furnish  of  articles  not  required  from  them  by  the  reaolQtiea 
of  the  25th  day  of  Fel)ruary  last,  or  to  a  greater  amount  than  is  required  by 
the  said  resolution,  ^hdW  be  cre<lited  them  in  a  future  requisition  ot  specific 
supplies  from  the  several  states,  or  in  lieu  ol  the  like  value  of  other  article^i 
uhich  such  states  are  already  called  on  to  furnish,  or,  at  the  election  of  the 
state,  shall  he  paid  for,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  as  fast  as  money  can  be 
procured  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  governor  Livingston,  be  informed,  in  an- 
swer to  his  letter  of  May  16th,  that  sundry  applications  have  heretofore 
been  made  to  Congress  for  relief  in  cases  that  are  not  distinguishable  from 
the  case  of  John  Hopper,  mentioned  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  and  many  cases 
exist  to  which  the  principle  advanced  by  his  excellency  will  apply ;  but  Con- 
gress, though  deeply  ai^cted  by  their  calamities,  have  not  yet  found  it  expe- 
dient 'to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  measures  for  the  particular  reliei  of 
gttch  sufferers;  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  inevitable  extgencies  of  tiie  war 
will  permit  Cidiigress  .to  enter  into  such  considerations  until  pedte  ahaU  be 
restored  to  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY,  Jum  2,  im. 

Mr.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Maiyland, 
attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read* 

Congress  "resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  cemmitCee  ea 
sundry  papers  respecting  the  New-Hampshire  QrantSy  and  Aereapoii  came 
to  the  following  resolutions : 
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Whereas  Uis  rtjuresented  to  Congress,  and  bj  authentic  evidence  laid  bo* 
fbre  them  it  appears,  diat  the  people  inhabiting  the  district  of  country  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampsnire  Grants,  and  claiming  to 
be  an  independent  state,  have,  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  ot  Congress 
of  the  24th  of  September,  and  i^d  of  October,  proceeded  as  a  separate  govern- 
ment to  make  grants  of  land^  and  sales  of  estates  by  them  declared  forfeited 
and  coufiscateu;  and  have  also,  in  du  ers  instances,  exercised  civil  and  mi- 
litary authority  over  the  persons  and  etlects  of  sundry  inhabitants  within  the 
said  il  ia  trie  t,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of  and  to  owe  allegiance 
to  the  state  of  New-York. 

Mim/lv^dj  That  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  said 
district,  and  claiming  to  be  an  independent  state  . as, atoresaid,  in  contravoa- 
ing  the  good  intentions  of  the  said  resolutions  of  the  £4th  of  September  wut, 
the  9d  iS'October  last,  are  highly  onwarrantable»  and  subversive  of  the  peaoi 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  district,  and  claiming  to  be  an  indepen- 
dent state  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  ai  e,  strictly  required  to  ft^rbear 
and  abstain  from  all  acts  of  authority,  civil  or  tnilit;ifv,  over  the  inliabitarita 
of  aiiy  town  or  district  who  hold  themselves  to  bv  ^nWy^cis  of,  and  to  owe  al- 
len;iance  to.  any  of  the  states  claiming  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  territory, 
iu  wliole  or  in  part,  until  the  decisions  and  determinations  iu  liie  resolution 
alure-mentioned  shall  be  made. 

And  whereas  the  states  of  New- Hampshire  and  New- York  have  complied 
with  the  said  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September  and  the  Sd  of  October 
last,  and  by  their  agent^  and  delegates  in  Conitress  declared  tfaeoMoWes  rea- 
d^  to  proceed  in  supporting  their  respective  rights  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tho 
district  aforesud,  in  whole  or  in  part,  according  to  their  several  claims^  and 
in  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  said  resolutions  :  and  whereas  Congress,  bf  ' 
their  order  of  the  Slst  of  March  last,  did  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  said  resolutions,  nine  states,  exclusive  of  those  who  were  par- 
ties to  the  question,  not  being  represented  ;  and  by  their  order  of  the  17th  of 
May  last,  have  directed  that  letters  be  written  to  the  states  not  represented* 
requesting  them  immediately  to  send  forward  a  representation ; 

Mesolved,  That  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  nine  states,  exclusive  of  those 
who  are  parties  to  the  coatroversy,  shall  be  represented,  proceed  to  hear  and 
examine  into  and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to 
jurisdiction  between  the  three'  statmi  of  New-Hampshiret  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  and  New-York,  respectively,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  have  psssed  auek 
laws  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  resolutions  of  the  £4th  of  September  and 
the  2d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  afore- 
said, who  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdiction,  onlheotfaer»  in  the  mode  pi«^ 
scribed  in  and  by  the  said  resolutions. 

MONDAY,  June  5,  1780. 

Mr.  Whitmill  Hill,  a  delegate  from  North-CaroUna,  attended  and  took  his 

seat  in  Congress. 

^  Mr.  E/.pkiel  Cornell,  a  delegate  for  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Fiaota-^ 
tions,  attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment. 

Mr.  ingersoU,  a  delegate  for  Pennsyivauia,  attended  and  took,  bis  seat  in 
Congress. 

Mesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  to  the  state  of  North- 
Carulina  5000  stand  of  anus,  with  powder,  lead,  ,  flints,  and  other  suitablo 
stores  for  10,000  troops. 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenaBt-colonel  of  cavalry  be 
granted  to  Mens.  Louis  Ethis  de  Corny. 

That  Monsieur  de  Corny  be  furnished  with  lettert  firoin  the  prendont  to 
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the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  sevmt  statesi  or  to  such  of  Ihei&.u 
Mods,  de  Cornjr  shelf  apply  for,  reqaestin^^  their  adtiee  and  aid  to  hlili  ia 
proeitrtiig  pnmtions  and  other  necesnaries  for  the  forces  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  expeeted  to  arrive  in  these  United  States^  in  seeh  maimer  as 
will  best  avoid  a  competition  of  purchases  for  the  use  aboTO  mentioned  and 
thoflo  for  the  ii^e  nf  tlie  United  States. 

That  the  hon.  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Congress  that  the  public  service  will  be  best  promoted  by  having  the  same 
currency  made  use  of,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  procure  supplies  for  the  forces  of 
his  most  Christiau  majesty  as  fqr  those  of  tliese  United  States. 

That  the  governors  of  Virginia  and  Mary  land  be  requested  immediately  to 
engage  trusty  persons  in  these  states  respectively,  at  proper  distances  from 
each  other*  on  the  main  road  from  Cape  Henrr,  m  Virginia,  to  Fhiladel^ua, 
to  hold  themselm  in  readiness,  should  the  French  fleet  be  discovered  oflrthat 
cape  or  the  adjacent  coasts,  to  forward  intelligence  thereof*  and  any  dea> 
patches  that  may  be  received  from  them  to  Congress,  In  the  amt  expediliew 
manner.  ^  ^  ' 

TUESDAY,  June  6,  1780. 

Mr.  Bee,  a  delegate  for  South -Carolina,  attended  and  took  bis  seat  w 
Congress. 

Resolved^  That  tlie  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  forward,  with  all  poS' 
sible  expedition,  such  articles  of  horse  furniture,  arms  and  accoutremeuta,  as 
may  be  wanted  for  the  nse  of  the  cavalry  in  the  aouthem  armv* 

RntAved^  That  the  resoltttion  of  the  5th,  directing  the  board  of  war  Is 
send  forward  arms  and  military  stores  to  the  state  of  North-CaroliDai  be  ex* 
ecutcd  fur  the  present  only  to  the  extent  of  3000  stand  of  arms,  and  luUtaiy 
stores  for  6000  troops* 

WEDNESDAY,  June.  7,  1780. 

Orderpfl,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  cniise  sale  to  be  mnde,  at  public  auc- 
tion, (il  tlie  fsloop  West-Florida,  and  pay  the  proceeds  into  the  treasury  of 
the  United  Siato,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  »!avy  ;  aFid  that  the  crew  of 
the  said  sloop  be  turned  over  to  the  ships  of  war  now  fitting  out  in  this  bart)or* 

*  THURSDAY,  Jitiie  8,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  Joiin  l^awrence  and  Rhodenck  Lawrence  be  appointed 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them  to  endorse  the 
billa  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  atat^  of  Connecticut,  .pursuant  to- the  rose* 
Itttion  of  Congress  of  the  1  Bth  of  March  laat. 

FRIDA  Y»  Jmm  9,  1 780. 

Nine  states  being  represented,  exclusive  of  New-Hampahire,  MaseadHi- 
setts-Bajr,  and  New-York, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.-Scott,  agreeably 
to  the  resolution  of  the  2d  instant,  to  proceed  to  hear  and  examine  into,  and 
finally  determine  the  disputes  and  dift'erences  relative  to  jurisdiction,  be- 
tween the  three  states  of  New-Hampsliire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- 
York,  respectively,  or  such  of  tliem  as  shall  have  passed  such  laws,  arc 
mentioned  in  tlie  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  ^September  and  2d  of  October  last, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  commonly  known  by  tlie  name 
of  the  New -Hampshire  Urants,  who  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdiction^  on 
tlie  other,  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  and  by  the  said  resolutions. 

But  it  bmi^  represented  on  the  part  of  New'Hainpshire*  that  the  agent 
specially  appointed  for  that  busMioss^  b  not  now  present*  and«  from  the  fresi 
distance*  cannot  soon  attend  Cong;ress, 
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On  motion  uf  Mr.  Walton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fol«o«i, 

Ordered^  That  the  second  Tuesday  in  September  next  be  asugned  to  peo^ 
ceed  to  hear  and  examine  into  and  finally  determine  the  dispute^  and  dif« 
ferencHS  relative  to  jurisdiction,  between  the  three  states  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts -Bay  and  New-York,  respectively,  or  such  of  them  as  shall 
have  passed  such  laws  as  aie  meiitioiied  in  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  of 
September  and  2d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  p^^rt,  and  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict cnnunonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  JNew-Harapshire  Grants,  who 
claim  to  be  a  separate  jui  isdiction,  on  tiie  otiier,  in  the  mode  presoiibed  ia 
anil  by  the  said  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  aforeg<iing  order  be  sent  to  the  states  of  New- 
York,  New-Hamfishire  and  Masi»achusetts-Bay,  and  to  the  people  of  tbe 
district  aforesaid. 

M 

MONDAY.  Jme  12, 1780. 

BfsiAvidt  That  the  committee  at  head-qoartera  be  inatrocted'immediately 
to  give  orders  for  stopping  all  issues  of  provisions  and  forage,  except  to  the. 
army  and  militia  in  actual  service,  and  such  persons  as  are  attached  to  the 

military  in  camp  or  on  march,  under  such  particular  exceptions  only  as  they, 
on  advising  with  the  commander  in  chief,  may  judge  absolutely  indispensable. 

That  the  value  of  a  ration  be  settled  by  tlie  board  of  war,  and  allowed  in 
money  to  such  as  are  now  entitled  to  draw  from  the  public  stores^  and 
be  precluded  for  the  future  in  consequence  ol  such  orders. 

Resolved,  l  hat  the  president  of  the  »*ate  of  Delaware  be  informed,  that 
the  public  exigencies  require  an  immediate  and  decisive  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  22d  day  of  May,  reapeciiug  an  embargo  on  the 
exDortation  of  provisions  from  the  said  state. 

whereas  large  accounts  in  the  several  staff  departments  in  the  army  are 
outstanding  and  unsettled,  and  it  is  necessary  .that  ther  be  speedilj  ami 
fioaily  adjuMted,  in  oi'der  that  all  disbursements  may  be  clearly  ascertaineit 
and  arrears  discharged ; 

Bitsohtd,  therefore.  That  two 'extra  chambers  of  accounts,  consisting  of 
two  comniissioners  each,  be  appointed,  to  continue  in  office  as  long  as  may 
be  necessary,  for  the  settlement  of  the  said  accountSi  or  any  others  which 
may  be  referred  to  them.  ^ 

That  the  commissioners  of  tlie  chambers  of  accounts,  be  respectivclv  un" 
tier  the  dii  ection  of  the  bmu  d  of  treasury,  to  repair  to  such  po5»ts  or  places 
as  tlie  public  service  may  trom  time  to  time  require,  for  the  purpose  of  exa- 
mining and  adjusting  any  of  the  said  accounts. 

That,  w  hen  thus  employed,  their  leasoiiabie  Uavelling  charges  be  allowed, 
in  addidoQ  to  their  pay. 

That  the  pay  of  the  said  commissioners  respectively  be  the  same  as  that  of 
those  already  appointed. 

I'hat  the  floara  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  apply  to  the  executive jpower 
of  any  state  to  appoint  a  temporary  commissioner  or  commissioners,  for  the 
special  purpose  of  joining  with  a  commissioner  sent  from  the  said  board  to 
receive  and  liquidate  any  of  the  aforesaid  accounts  within  such  state,  who, 
being  duly  qualified  before  a  magistrate,  and  the  qualification  lodged  in  the 
treasury,  shall  respectively  have  the  same  power,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
emoluments  for  tlie  time  he  is  in  ofllc^,  as  commissioner  of  the  chambers 
at  the  treasury. 

TUESDAY,  June  13.  1780. 

Resolved,  uTianimouslv,  That  major-general  Gates  immediately  repair  to, 
and  take  comiiiand  in,  the  southeru  liepartmeut. 
Vol.111.  59  / 
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WBUNESDA V,  June  t4»  17iO. 

Mr.  Artemas  Ward,  a  delegate  fur  the  state  of  Mamcfeii»«tti-Bay,  at-  ! 
tended  and  took  hb  8eat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  John  Hantoiit  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended  and  pn>. 
dnced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Naohtd,  That  the  resignation  of  captain  Levin  Handy,  of  the  5th  Marjr< 
land  regiment,  aud  en<»ign  Samuel  Claypole,  of  the  Ist  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, be  accepted  i  the  resignation  of  the  former  to  take  place  from  the  hi 
.  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Gnte«?  be  nnd  he  is  borehv  autluH  iyed  to  call 
on  the  states  of  Virginia,  N'f)rth -Carolina,  South-t.'arnlina,  and  Georgia,  for 
such  aids  of  militia  and  supplu  s  :is  he  sliull  deem  nin  L^sary  ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  governments  of  the  said  state*^  to  c(nii|>l  v  with  sucli  requisitions. 

That  major-general  Gates  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoiuta 
deputy  adjutant-general,  a  deputy  pay-master  general,  and  all  other  $taf 
omcers  necessary  for  the  organization  ut  the  southern  army  ;  the  saidofltewi 
to  remain  in  serrice  until  the  pleasure  of  Con°;ress  ia  known* 

Hint  major  general  Gates  be  and  be  io  hereby  authorised  and  empowered 
ffk  take  inch  meaanret,  from  time  to  time,  for  *the  defence  of  the  sou  them 
itatea  as  h«  shall  think  most  proper :  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  ts 
tte  govemmenta  of  the  said  sutea  to  five  every  assistance  in  their  povcr 
ftr  carrving  such  measures  into  execution* 

Resotved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  continue  their  attention  fo 
the  estimates  for  advances  to  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  general 
and  commissary  general  of  purcha<?r?5,  and  military  stores,  as  fura^;  circum* 
stances  will  admit,  in  order  to  enable  the  bt>ard  ot  treasury  to  deciilo  on  llie 
merits  of  requisitions  for  such  advances,  and  report  tliereon  to  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  boartl  of  treasury  was  read,  erie losing  a  letter  frori  i 
Bleazer  Wale?,  commissioner  of  accounts  at  Albany,  wherein  he  bees  lei^ft  ; 
to  resign  his  otiice,  and  represents  the  inadequate  compeubation  that  bal 
been  afiowed  for  his  services :  Whereupon, 

Baohtd^  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  Bleascr  MTales,  be  accr(^> 
ittid  that  the  oonsnleration  of  hia  par  be  postponed  until  general  pro? Nioa 
akall  be  made  relieving  against  the  elhcta  of  depreciation. 

FRIDAY,  Jniw  16,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read :  Whereupon, 
Orderedt  That  brigadier-general  Weedonbe  called  into  service,  andtB' 
ployed  in  the  southern  department,  as  ntajor-generai  Gates  shall  direct 

Ordered,  That  colonel  Daniel  Morirnn,  of  tne  Virjnnia  line,  be  called  into 
service,  and  employ.cd  in  the  southern  army  as  tuigor-geueral  Gates  shall 
direct. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Gilman,e8q.  and  John  Taylor  Gilman,  e8q.bB 
appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  ol  themtt 
endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  por* 
suant  to  the  resolution  ot  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  eleetion  of  two  commissioners  of  the  cbaw^ 
of  accounts^  in  the  room  of  Mr*£leazer  M'Comband  the  late  Mr.  MnnM; 
and  the  ballots  belng4aken»  Mr*  Peter  R.  Fell  and  Mr*  George  Measam 
were  elected ;  the  former  having  beeil  previously  nominated  bj  Jir* 
ton  and  the  latter  by  Mr*  Scott. 

Congress  farther  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  for  the  1^ 
extra  chambers  of  accounts,  ag;reeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  l^th,  arid  <tie 
ballots  boln^  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  Mr.  Joseph 
Bullock  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Burratl;  the  former  having  been  pravioaily  SO* 
BAinated  fagr  Mr.  Searie,  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  ButIm. 
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SATURDAY,  June  17^  irSO. 

WhereiS  It  is  essential  to  the  due  direction  of  the  public  alfidrs,  that  Hie 
superintending  power  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  meaanrea  that 
have  been  pursued,  in  consequence  of  their  resolves,  bv  those  on  whonif  ffom 
the  nature  of  the  govehiment,  the  execution  of  them  devolves :  and  whereat 
it  it  equal! jr  necestarjr  to  examine  the  tource  from  which  the  public  embar* 
lassroents  spring : 

Resolved^  ThSt  the  United  States,  from  New-Hampshire  to  South-Caro- 
lina, inclusive,  except  such  of  them  as  have  made  returns  of  their  transac* 
tions,  be  requested,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to,  inform  Congress  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  what  measures  they  have  taken  in  consequence  of  thf 
several  resolutions,  a  list  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  aunex  to  the  above  resolution  a  list  of  the 
resolutions  which  have  been  passed  by  Congress  since  the  1st  day  of  January, 
17r9,  requiring  Irum  tiie  United  States  a  supply  of  men,  money  and  provi- 
•ioQs,  in  order  to  be  transmitted  herewith  to  each  of  the  abovemenomMd 
itatet. 

MMved,  That  the  executiTe  power  of  the  state  of  Viqania,  be  earnestly 
requested  to  order  a  reinforcement  of  5000  militia,  inclnding  any  that  may 
be  now  in  service^  to  join  the  southern  army  with  all  possible  despatch. 

That  the  executive  power  ,  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  be  earaettlj 
tcquested  to  order  a  reinforcement  ot  4000  militia,  inciudiag  such  as  art 
BOW  in  service,  to  join  the  said  army. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virginia  to  keep  in  readiness  a|i 
adtlitional  force  of  3000  militia  :  and  to  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  to  keep 
iu  readiness  an  additional  force  of  ^000  militia,  in  order  to  join  the  totttheim 
army  upon  the  shortest  notice. 

That  no  supplies  of  men,  and  no  provisions  except  bacon,  and  ho  much 
grain  as  the  executive  ul  the  state  of  Virginia  conceive  can  be  spared  from 
uie  southern  army,  they  bearing  in  mind  that  the  wants  of  the  grand  army 
sre  at  this  time  extremely  nressing-^be  removed  to  the  northward  of  m 
state  of  ViiginiiU  until  the  rurther  order  of  Congress 

That  the  monies  raised  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  the  sti^e  of 
Maryland,  and  the  States  to  the  southward  thereof,  be  appropriated  to  th0 
supply  of  the  military  chest  and  exigencies  of  the  war  in  the  southern  der 
fttftment^  until  the  further  order  of  uonsress* 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  tale  effectual  laeasuret  for  tuppljiDg 
the  said  department  with  all  necessary  military  stores. 

MONDAY,  J^nig  19,  1780.  "    '  ' 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  dele|^te  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  attended  and  took . 
his  seat  in  Con";ress, 

Rtsulved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recomraended  to  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
North-Carolina,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  recruit,  remount  and  e(juip 
BayWsand  White's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  so  as  to  complef|||heE&  at 
least  150  rank  and  file  in  each  regiment : 

That  it  be  recoramended  to  sen-  Washiogton,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
service,  to  order  the  infantry  Eelonging  to  major  Lee's  corps,  now  in  Vii^- 
nia,  to  proceed  on  their  route  and  join  the  southern  9fmy,  there  to  be  em- 
pio^ed  as  the  commanding;  officer  in  that  department  shall  think  best* 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  repre- 
sentation and  petition  of  John  Garcia  Duarti ;  and  thereupon, 

^psulvrd,  That  the  board  nf  war  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  at  Boston,  forth- 
^'th  deliver  to  the  said  John  Garcia  Duarti,  or  to  his  order,  on  request,  all  the 
J^in  deposited  in  their  hands,  and  all  the  effects  yet  unsold,  being  parts  of 
the  cargo  of  the  snow  Nostra  Senora  de  Carinel  «t  Saint  Alltoai||^  without 
Charging  him  any  commission  thereon; 
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caled  to  them  at  the  stid  conferenee*  whioh  bctag  riHul,  Coaygon  tlieriMipMi 
came  to  th«  foilowing  resolutions  : 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  have  C4im* 
muQicated  to  Congress  a  liberni  offer,  on  their  own  credit  and  by  their  owa 
exertions,  to  supply  and  tranjiport  three  millions  of  rations  and  3no  hogshcada 
of  rum  fur  the  use  of  the  army,  and  have  ei^tablished  a  bank  for  the  sole  pur-  , 
pose  of  obtaininir  and  transporting  the  said  supplies,  with  grealt  r  taciiitv 
and  despatch;  and  wlieitas,  oa  tiie  one  hand  ihe  associators,  auimated  to 
tliis  laudable  exertion  by  a  desire  to  relieve  the  public  necessities,  mean  ru>t 
to  derive  from  it  the  least  petutaary  advantaj^e,  so  ua  the  other,  it  is  just 
and  reasonable  that  tliey  should  be  fully  reimbursed  and  indemnitied : 
therefore* 

JinUvid,  wMmiiims^.  That  Canfma  enlartam  a  high  mum  of  the  Iflwial 
Q^Stf  •f  Uie  iaid  aaaocktiNri  tii  raisa  and  ttaatpart  tha  belbra  nmtiaiied  mf» 
pliea  for  tha  amy»  aad  do  aoMpt  tha  aama  as  a  dutiagvithed  proof  af  ^eir. 

patriotism. 

Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  harebjF  if 
plad|^  to  tha  subiertbecti  to  tha  aaidbaak,  for  tlrair  elfectaal  relabaroemaat 

and  loderooity  in  the  premises. 

Resolved,  '{'hat  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  (]l posit  in  the  said 
bank,  bills  of  exchau;^e  in  favor  of  the  directors  thereof,  on  the  ministers  of 
these  United  Stales,  in  Eur(*pe,  or  any  of  them,  and  iu  such  sums  as  shall 
be  tliought  coiiveuient,  but  not  to  excet'd  in  the  whole  dB  150.000  sterlin*;  ; 
that  the  said  bills  are  to  be  coasidcred  not  only  as  a  support  of  the  credit 
of  the  said  bauk,  but  as  an  indemnity  to  the  subscribers  ior  ail  deticiencies 
of  losses  and  expenses  which  they  may  sustain  oa  aooount  of  their  said  en- 
gagements, and  which  nhall  oat,  within  sIk  mantha  itom  the  date  hereof,  be 
made  good^  them  oat  of  the  pubtic  treasury ;  and  in  eaae  of  failure,  suck 
a  proportion  of  tha  aaid  bills  aa  thali  be  reqainte  to  make  gnad  the  Mid 
deficiency,  shall  be  nagotiated  for  that  parpaeehijr  thea«fl4irectora»  and  the 
residue  thereof  returned  into  the  treaaary. 

Beioloedf  That  upon  repraMntatioii  laadalhattha  bank  stands  in  need  of 
occasional  assistance,  Congress  will  advance  as  nuich  of  their  earrent  mo- 
ney as  can  be  spared  from  other  services. 

Rp<iolved,  That  a  standing  committee  of  Congress  be  appointed  to  con-  • 
fer  with  theolfirers  of  the  said  bank,  as  occasion  may  require  :  the  members 
chuseo^  Mr.  EUbwortli,  Mr.Duanej  and  Mr.  ScotL 

PRIDAT,  Jtiae  2S,  176a 

Mr.  Heory»  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended  and  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

(kdmredt  That  an  extraet  of  tha  letter,  of  tha  dOth,  from  general  Wash-  * 
i^gtaa,  be  srat  bj^  express  te  each  of  the  states,  from  New- Hampshire  (» 
Maryland,  inclusm^  and  that  the  execative  powers  be  most  earnestly  re- 
quested to  fpraard  oa  the  sappliea  of  men  aad  protisioa  with  tha  atmosC 
expedition,  and  transmit  to  Congrssa  and  the  committee  at  head-quarters, 
^ithall  possible  despatch,  an  aoeoant  of  the  proceedings  of  their  respeetiva 
states,  on  which  the  commander  in  chief  can  reiji  and  by  arhicb  he  may  be  > 
,  enabled  to  regulate  his  futore  operations. 

A  letter,  of  the  ^2d,  from  major  general  Linroln,  w?is  read,  infornun^ 
I  Congress  ef  his  arrival  in  Piuladeluhia,  and  that,  stimulafed  by  the  double 
:  moUve  of  regard  to  the  honor  of  Congress  and  lus  own  reputation,  he  em- 
hraces  the  earliest  opportunity  of  retjuesting  that,  apjreeably  to  the  resolution 
I  •fNavember  28th,  1777,  an  enquiry  may  be  immediately  made  into  the  causes 
<  iosaof  Charleston,  which  has  been  announced  to  Congress,  and  into 

^  ">i  eanduet  asiMo^^  officer  at  that  post  whan- it  was  given  apt  Whereapon, 
I    ^oofoed,  Tnat  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed,  as  soon  as  circnm- 
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frtftnces  thall  admit,  t»  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  losBef  GMb- 
ton*  in  South-Carolina,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  major -geMtilUB» 
coln»  late  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  and  caasi'ikjl 

proceedings  (►f  the  court  of  enquiry  to  be  laid  before  Cont^ress. 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  M.  Wear,  president  of  New-Hamp^R, 
be  informed,  that  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  United  States  will  not  ad* 
mitof  tiie  least  deduction  from  the  public  revenue  at  present;  that  Congren 

cannot  now  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  or  aoj 
other  state  with  the  United  States  ;  but  that  due  attention  will  be  paid  tothf 
claims  of  New-Hampsliire  whenever  the  circumstances  of  public  affairs  of 
a  more  serious  nature  will  euable  ihem  to  take  them  into  consideration. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented,  in  order  to  seduce  the  citizens  of  Sonth- 
Carolina  and  (;^i'oi  iiiii  lium  their  allegiance  to  these  United  J^tiites,  thati 
treaty  of  peace  betw  een  America  and  Great-Britain  was  about  to  takefUsei 
in  which  these  two  states  would  be  ceded  to  Great-Briiain  : 

Resolved,  unauimousliff  l  hat  ttie  said  report  is  insidious  i^id  uiterlj  void 
of  foundation. 

That  this  confederacy  is  most  sacredly  pledged  to  support  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  every  one  ol  its  members;  and,  in  a  firm  reliance  on  tlit 
divine  blessing,  will  unremittingly  persevere  in  their  exertions  for  the  estib- 
lishment  of  the  same,  and  also  in  the  recovery  and  preservation  of  m^lti 
every  part  of  these  United  States  that  baa  been  er  naj  hereafter  be  issiM 
or  poDsesaed  bj  the  eonnon  enemy. 

Conmress  proceeded  to  the  eleetioa  of  two  comniisstORera  of  the  baiid'if 
tdwMtjt  and  the  baUois  being  take%  Mr.  William  EUery  and  filr. 
mas  Woodford  were  elected* 

SATURDAY,  JiMie  24, 1780,  ' 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  renort ;  Whereupon, 
MUsolved,  That  the  medical  committee  oe  authorized  to  take  proper  its' 
sures  for  the  sustenance  and  relief  of  the  sick  in  this  city»  as  weli^belfln^ 
to  the  army  and  navy  of  these  states,  as  to  those  of  our  ally. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  chambers  of  ac- 
counts, respecting  certain  directions  given  to  them  by  the  board  of  treassr/i 
report, 

That,  by  llie  ordinance  tor  establishing  a  board  of  treasury  and  tiie  proper 
officers  for  managini^  the  tinances  of  these  United  States,  passed  the  SOth 
day  of  July,  1779,  tl)e  board  of  treasury  are  entrusted  with  tlie  genera; 
superiniendeiice  of  the  finances  of  these  United  States,  and  are  required  li^ 
see  that  all  public  debtors  are  brought  to  account,  frauds  detected,  aud  de- 
faulters punished  ;  they  are  likewise  empowered  to  instruct  in  their  dutv 
officers  concerned  in  the  finances  and  accounts,  and  to  suspend  any  of  them 
for  neglij^ence  or  misdemeanor,  until  the  plea->urc  of  Congress  is  knowo; 
w  here  objections  shall  be  discovered  against  the  reports  of  the  commisdss* 
ers  or  auditors,  the  board  of  treasury  are  to  correct  their  errors ;  and  vAert 
the  commissioners  or  auditors  may  be  in  doabt,  to  instruct  them ;  aaditb 
provided*  that  ail  orders  and  instructions  to  the  chiimbers  of  accouttt' 
auditors  of  the  army,  shall  be  communicated  through  the  auditor-geaeiil* 
From  this  review  of  the  ordinance  the  committee  observe, 
l*hat  the  board  of  treasury  are  made  immediately  responsible  for  ftestt- 
tlement  of  the  public  accounts,  and  that  they  are  invested  with  a  gestrd 
spperintending  power  over  the  chambers  of  accounts ;  that  it  is  necessary 
to  the  executloa  of  this  hieh  trust,  that  reasonable  hours  of  office  be  assigned 
by  the  chambers,  and  pt3>licly  notified,  that  the  board  of  treasury,  as  well 
as  the  publie  accountants,  may  know  when  to  have  recourse  to  them  for  the 
despatch  of  public  business ;  that  the  board  of  treasury,  bcilkg  espreasl; 
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pcqulred  to  call  public  debtors  to  account,  and  to  detect  frauds,  autho- 
rity to  direct  the  settlement  of  one  account  in  preference  to  another,  is  ne-' 
cessarilj  implied  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  chambers  to  inform  the  board  of 
treasurj,  whenever  required,  of  their  progress  in  the  settlement  of  any  of 
the  public  accounti. 

It  is  also  the  opioion  of  the  committee,  lhat  the  said  chambers  are  bound 
to  observe  such  funeral  instructions,  for  correcting  errors,  removing  doubts, 
and  faciliuting  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  as  shall  be  given  to 
them  bj  the  board  of  treasury,  conforming  themselves,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
fixed  and  established  rules  for  administeriag  justice  equallj  and  impartiallj 
between  accountants  and  the  fmblic. 

Maolvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

MONDAY.  June  26,  1780.  < 

A  letter  of  the  d6th,  from  W.  Ellerj,  was  read,  sign  if)  lug  his  aoceptauce 
of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

A  report  from  thelMiard  of  war  was  road ;  Whereupon, 

jResolved,  That  monsieur  du  Conture  be  appointed  a  comet  in  the  legion 
commanded  by  colonel  Armand,  to  take  rank  as  such  from  the  last  day  of 
July,  1779,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the  late  general  count  Pulaski  to  do 

the  duty  of  cornet  in  the  lenrion  then  nndprhis  command. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  by  the  medical  committee,  that  difficulties  arise 
in  the  hospital  department,  from  tlie  arrest  ol  the  director-general : 

jResulved,  iheretore,  That  the  medical  committee  be  and  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  take  j>r()per  measures  for  carryins;  on  the  business  of  the  said 
department,  and  that  all  medical  gentlemen  and  others  attached  to  the  i»aid 
department,  pay  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  said  committee. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  28,  1780. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  loan- 
ofhce  certiiicates. 

Whereas  Conirress,  on  the  18th  day  of  April  last,  resolved  in  the  words 
followin;:;,  viz.  That  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  may  be,  make  such  provision 
for  discharging  or  cuiitinuing  the  loans  tiiat  have  been  made  to  these  United 
States  on  loan-office  certificates,  so  us  that  the  holders  of  them  shall  sustain 
no  loss  thereon  by  any  depreciation  of  the  bills  loaned  subsequent  to  the 
resoective  dates  of  the  said  certificates ;  therefore* 

,Mmlvid,  That  the  principal  of  all  loans  that  have  been  made  to  these 
United  States,  shall  final Ij^  be  discharged,  by  paying  the  full  current  value  of 
the  bills  when  loaned,  which  payments  shall  be  made  in  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars, or  the  current  exchange  thereof,  in  other  money  at  the  time  of  payment. 
That  the  value  of  the  bills  when  loaned*  shall  be  ascertained  for  the  pur- 


pose above  mentioned,  by  computing  thereon  a  progressive  rule  of  deprecia- 
tion, commencing  with  the  Ist  day  of  September.  1777,  and  continuing  to 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1780,  in  geometrical  proportion  to  the  time,  from 


penud  to  period,  as  hereaf  ter  stated,  assuming  the  depreciation  at  the  seve- 
ral periods  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

On  the  1st  dav  ut  March,  1778,  one  dollar  and  three  quarters  of  a  dollar 
of  the  said  biila,  for  one  Spanish  milled  dollar;  un  the  1st  of  September. 
1778,  as  four  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter  ;  on  the  1st  of  March,  1779) 
as  ten  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter ;  on  the  lat  day  of  Septemberi 
17799  ns  eighteen  of  the  former  ft^r  one  of  ibe  latter;  and  on  the  18th  day 
of  March,  1780,  aa  forty  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter: 

That  the  principal  of  all  certificates  that  have  been  taken  out  since  the 
18th  day  of  March  last,  shall  be  discharged  at  the  rate  of  one  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollar,  or  the  current  exchaogt  thereof  in  other  monev  at  th|i  fime  of 
naymeoty  for  forty  dollars  of  tke  svd  bills  of  credit  received  on  1mq« 
Vol.  ill.  60 
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That  the  principal  of  all  certificates  that  shall  iiereafter  be  taken  out,  until 
the  further  order  of  Conj^ess,  be  disclmrg^ed  atthe  same  rate  and  in  thesawe 
immner  as  those  that  have  been  taken  out  since  the  18th  day  of  March  labt. 

That  the  interest  on  all  loan-office  certificates,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent 
per  annum,  computed  on  the  principal  ascertained  as  aforefiAid,  shall  bedii* 
charged  annually,  in  like  inannep  as  the  principal,  bbIiI  th«  pnncipl  shall 
he  paid ;  proTid«d  ncverthelMa.  that  the  same  intereitand  mode  of  payment 
on  certificates  taken  eut  before  the  1st  dajr  of  March,  177tl»  elieH  be  md* 
need  as  at  presest,  ttotil  the  principal  ascertained  ^  aforesaid  be  ready  tv 
be  discharaed* 

'  (Mereoy  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  the  proper  tables  for  diree* 
Hon  of  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan*offiees  in  the  several  states 
in  paying  off  the  principal  and  interest  of  loans,  agreeabl  j  to  the  forepjif 

resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  the  nie  of  the  armj,  midslif 
Otis  and  Henly,  at  Boston,  on  the  t3th  daj  of  Janoarr  last,  as  a^nt8a^ 

gointed  by  the  board  of  war  for  that  purpose,  be  confirmed  ;  and  that  tn« 
oard  of  treasury  agree  with  David  Henly  on  the  best  mode  of  payment, 

taking  care  that  as  lar^e  a  portion  as  possible  be  paid  in  loan-office  certificates. 
That  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  allowed  on  suchpactai 
cannot  be  immediately  discharged,  until  payment  is  made. 

THURSDAY,  Ji//  /  :9,  1780. 

Mr.  S.  Adams,  a  delegate  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  attended  and  took  his 

seat  in  Congress. 

The  committee  on  tlie  post-office,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  (he 
15th  from  governor  Jefferson,  of  Virginia,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupfjn, 

Besolved,  That  Congress  ijpftrove  the  line  ol'  communication  which  gover- 
nor Jeiicrson,  as  it  appears  bv  his  letter  of  the  l  atii,  is  formirjg;,  by  expresses, 
southward  and  northward,  and  that  the  same  be  continued  uiUii  the  farther 
order  of  Congress. 

Mesolvedf  Th%t  Nathaniel  Appleton,  and  Joseph  Henderson,  esqre.  he 
appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  thssito 
endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  b^  the  state  of  Masstfdmsetts^Biji 
pursuant  to  the  resolvtion  of  Congress  of  the  IBth  of  March  last. 

FRIDAY^  June  SO,  ir80« 

i?€9o2ved.  That  Thomas  Harwood  and  Benjamin  liarw»od»  esqrs.  beip" 
pointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  ef  the*  to 
endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Maryland*  poaoasltv 

the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last, 

jResolvcd,  That  lieutenant  Conolly  Coan,  of  the  62d  British  regimeDt, 

captured  at  Saratoga,  be  permitted  to  return  to  Ireland,  his  natiie  60«ntiy, 

i^pon  parole,  for  the  benefit  of  liis  health. 

The  committee  on  the  post-office  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Ordprcd,  That  the  committee  on  the  pnst-ofilice  give  directions  to  ♦lit' 

post-master  general,  that  the  southern  post  riders  be  so  regulated  as  to  arrive* 

at  the  place  wlipre  Congress  is  sitting,  only  once  a  week  while  thv  line  of 

express,  establish c  d  by  governor  Jefferson  between  the  northern  anii  sttatii- 

ern^ruues^  is  kept  up* 

SATURDAY,  July  1,  1780. 
Whereas  Congress  have  thought  proper  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  me- 
mory of  major-general  Warren,  in  consideration  of  his  flistin2:ui8hed  nienf 
and  bravery,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  education  of  his  eldest  son;  and 
whereas  it  appears  no  adequate  pruvibian  can  be  made  out  of  iiis  p^vatt 
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fortune  for  the  edacatioji  and  maintetiaAce  of  liia  three  younger  cluUlren: 
(kereforop 

Besd»ed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  esecotiTe  of  MtMiohusetta* 
Bay  to  make  provifeioB  for  tiie  maintenance  and  edncatiott  of  the  laid  three 

children  of  the  late  major-general  Warren. 

Resolved,  That  GongreM  will  defray  the  eipense  thereof,  to  the  amount 
of  the  half-pay  of  a  mijor-general,  to  commence  at  the  time  of  his  de4th« 
and  comiaue  until  the  youngest  of  the  said  ohildren  shall  be  of  age* 

MONDAY,  Julif  3,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  June  ^9th,  from  Joseph  Bulluck,  was  read,  informing  that  he  . 
was  iiiider  the  tiecessitv  of  decliiiJiif^  tiie  honour  Congress  intended  him  bj 
ap|Kuiiting  liim  a  comnu^sioner  of  tlie  extra  chambers  of  accounts. 

Jieufdved,  That  the  line  of  communication  by  expresses,  formed  by  gover- 
nor Jetferson,  be  continued,  by  llie  board  oi  war,  from  Philadelpiiia  to  head- 
quarters. 

Ordani,  That  tm  members  be  added  tethe  commHtee  appointed  to  coil^ 
fer  with  the  directors  and  inspectors  of  the  proposed  bank,  iti  the  room  of 
Mr«  Ouane  and  Mr.  Bllsworth,  who  are  absent  •  the  members  chosen,  Mr« 
Livingston  and  Mr*  Adams. 

It  being  of  the  ntmost  importance,  more  especially  at  this  critical  junc< 
t«re,  that  the  most  speedy  and  accurate  intelligence  should  be  had  oif  the 
mov^ents  of  the  enemy,  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land :  therefore, 

R^nlved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  the  most  effectual  nieans  in  their  power  for  obtaining,  from  time  to  time, 
certaVi  intelli'i^ence  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  into  any  port 
or  poi^  ot  North-America,  the  number  of  their  gwns,  and  the  condition  they 
may  beia,  togetlier  with  such  movements  as  they  may  make  from  one  port 
to  another,  that  this  Congress  may  be  duly  and  exactly  iniormed  of  the  naral 
strength  and  situation  ot  the  enemy,  and  be  able  to  communicate  such  in- 
formation to  our  ally  as  the  common  welfare  shall  require :  and  the  said 
board  are  partioilarlj  directed  to  obtain  the  earliest  intelligence  of  tiie  ar- 
rival of  any  ships  of  war  in  or  near  the  port  of  New«Vork. 

THURSDAY,  July  6, 178a 

Mr.  Richard  Howlcy,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Geiirgia,  Uttendeddnd 

produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read; 

^  Bmolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  acce{)t,  without  ad« 
vice,  SDch  bills,  drawn  by  major-general  Lincoln  on  the  president  of  Con- 
s;res8,  a»,  in  their  discretion,  shall  be  deemed  proper,  and  may  have  been  or 
hereafter  may  be  presented  within  one  month  from  this  date,  at  tvhich  time 
it  is  expected  a  complete  and  accurate  return  of  the  bills  aforesaid  will  be 
made  by  general  Lincoln. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
foreign  affairs,  on  the  letter,  of  the  Ist,  from  Mr.  Laurens,  wherein  they  re- 
port, as  their  opinion,  * 

That  it  is  highly  expedicui  that  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens  do  repair  to  Eu- 
rope, wtthoot  loss  of  time.  In  order  to  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the  comittis- 
•ion  to  necjotiste  a  loan,  to  which  he  has  been  appointed  by  Cengresa. 

Jlesolvm,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

FRIDAY,  My  7, 1780. 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  furnish  Mr.  Laurens 
with  bills  on  France  to  the  amount  of  £  1000  stetltng^  on  account  ot  his 
Salary,  out  of  those  billi  ordered  to  be  drawn  by^the  resolutioii  of  the  19th 
of  May  last 
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MONDAY.  Jtt/y  10, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon*  Congress  came  4ft 

the  following  resolution: 

Captain  Walker  Baylor,  of  colonel  Bailor's  regtineut  of  light  dragooUi 
having  desired  leave  to  resign  his  commission, 

Resolmdy  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Hesolved,  That  all  clotlnns:  arrivirifi;  from  Europr,  beloni^inrr  to  the  United 
States,  be  delivered  at  tlie  port  ot  arrival,  to  the  ai;erits  appointed  bj  the 
board  of  war  to  receive  them,  without  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tinental an^ents  for  prixea ;  any  former  order  of  Congress  to  the  contrarj. 

notwithsta  tiding. 

Tliat  the  board  of  war  take  order  tor  the  reception  of  the  said  clotKing,and 
^ve  such  instructions  to  their  agents,  on  all  matters  relative  thereto,  as  sbill,  | 
w  the  opinion  of  the  said  boMiir  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest.  ! 

Raolvedt  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorised  to  allow  interest  oa  the  | 

•  bills  drawn  bj  major-general  Lincoln,  when  payment  w  made  In  loan-sfice  ; 
certificates,  in  the  same  nsanneras  directed  bj  the  resolntion  of  Gongrewsf  j 
the  23d  of  March  last*  where  payment  is  to  be  made  in  cwrent  nsonej. 

Megolvtdg  That  the  superintending  boards  havo an  undtmbted  fi^t  to rtpeil  . 
and  countermand,  alter,  amend  and  renew  any  order  officially  issued  and  de- 
livered to  the  ej^eciitive  officers  in  their  departments,  re<^pectively :  but  it 
is  not  expedient,  nor  have  they  a  right,  to  recal  any  order  atter  the  snmeis 
delivered  at  the  proper  oflice,  thougjh  it  sfiould  not  have  been  executed;  in 
cases  where  it  is*  necessary  to  correct  an  order  it  oui'^hi  to  be  renewed,  the 
^  original  stili  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  to  whom  it  was  directfd,ii 
his  voucher.  i 

Resolved,  For  special  reasons,  that  the  board  of  war  do  take  thf  aioit , 
speedy  measures  for  the  exchange  of  lieutenant-colonel  John  Laurens,  one  of 
gen«  Washington's  family,  and  now  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole* 

TUESDAY,  JuUf  lU  irSO. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  cause  to  be  published  the  re* 
solution  of  May  5th,  1778,  respecting  tlie  11th  and  ISth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  aod 
these  United  States,  and  a  copy  of  the  said  treaty  as  finally  ratified. 

The  resolution  of  May  5,  1778,  is  as  follows  ; 

Eesolvedy  That  the  commissioners,  or  any  one  of  them  represcntino:  these 
states  at  the  court  of  France,  be  instructed  to  inform  tl}at  court,  that  al-  ^ 
though  Congress  have  readily  ratified  the  treaties  of  amity  and  commeice, 
and  treaty  of  alliance,  and  the  act  se{)ai  ate  and  secret,  beuveen  his  most 
Christidii  majesty  and  the?>e  United  Stales,  in  order  to  evince  nu*re  clearly  ; 

*  their  sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  goodness  of  bis  mo^t  Christian  iDaiesty» 
^denced  in  the  satd  treaties ;  ^ct  from  a  sincere  desire  of  reDOeriitf 
the  friendship  and  alliance  so  happily  begun,  permanent  and  perpetual  ;airo  I 
being  apprehensive  that  differences  may  arise  from  the  11th  and  12th  trti'  : 
cles,  in  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.  Congress  are  desirous  that  the  | 
said  llth  and  18th  articles  may  be  revoked  and  utterly  expunged.  The  | 
commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  are  therefore  instructed  to  use  their  best  eu- 
deavours  to  procure  the  abolition  of  the  said  llth  and  12th  articles  of  the 
said  treaty. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoinp:  representation,  the  following  declarations 
were  made,  and  si,<i;ned  in  behalf  of  his  most  Christian  majes^,  and ot  the 
United  States  of  America.  I 

A  DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North-America  having  represented 
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to  tlie  king,  that  the  execution  of  the  1 1th  article  of  amity  and  commerce,  si^n* 
cd  the  6th  of  February  last,  maybe  attended  with  inconveniences,  and  having 
in  consequence  thereof,  desired  that  timt  article  may  be  expunged,  agreeing 
on  their  part,  that  the  12tb  article  shaii  be  considered  in  ihesanje  manner  as 
null  HTid  vrjid  :  His  majesty,  in  order  to  ^^ive  the  United  States  of  North- 
America  a  new  proof  of  his  affection,  as  well  as  his  desire  to  confirm  the 
union  and  good  correspondence  established  between  the  two  states,  has  been 
pleased  to  pay  a  regard  to  tlieir  representations — accurdiiigly  he  hath  de- 
clared, and  by  these  presents  do  declare,  that  he  consents  to  tne  suppression 
of  the  llthaiid  12th  articles  above  mentioned,  and  that  his  intention  is,  that 
they  be  considered  as  if  never  comprehended  in  the  treaty  signed  the  1st  f)f 
Ifebrtiary  la8t.^Doneat  Versailles,  the  Istday  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight 

(BignedJ  GRAVIER  D£  V£RGENNBS. 

DECUOUTION. 

The  most  Christiui  king  having  been  pleased  to  regard  the  representations 
■Mde  to  ium  by  the  general  Congress  of  North- America,  relating  to  the 
11th  aiticU  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  signed  the  6th  of  February  in  the 
prosont  year ;  and  his  majesty  having  therefore,  consented  that  the  said  ar*. 
tiele  shoeld  be  suppressed,  on  condition  that  the  l£th  article  of  the  same 
treaty  be  equally  regarded  as  of  none  effect,  the  above  said  general  Congress 
hath  declared  on  their  part,  and  do  declare,  that  they  consent  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  11th  and  I2th  artirle^*  ot  the  above  mentioned  trpatv,  and 
tiiat  their  intention  is,  that  these  iirticies  be  regarded  as  having  nev  er  been 
.eomifised  in  the  treaty  signed  thj^  6th  of  February. — In  faith  whereof,  &c« 
Signed  bu  B.  FRANKLIN, 

'  ARTHUR  LEE. 

-    JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  treaty,  as  it  now  stands,  is  as  follows : 

The  Congress  of  the  Uiiitt-il  Suic3  of  New-llaiapi.hu\:,  MussuclmsetU-ba} ,  Rhodc-I&Und  and 
Providence  Flnntations,  Couneclicut,  New-Yofk,  New-Jei-sey,  Hennsjrlvania,  Delaware,  Maij- 
land,  Virginia,  Norih-Carolin:! ,  SonTh-( 'arf)!!!;:!  ;;tk1  ri'  oi-gia,  by  thcgTMe  of  God  MVereigiiy 
free  and  iiidepeudeiit,  to  all  wUo  shall  m  <  thcie  ptx's<  riis,  greeting  : 

Whereas,  in  and  by  our  commisHion,  dated  at  Philadelphia  the  :30th  d.^v 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  liuntlred  and 
seven t)  .six — Bejamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Pennsylvaaici,  anil  president  of  the  convention  of  the  said  state, 
&c.  Silas  Deane,  late  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  Anhur 
Lee,  barrister  at  law,  were  nominated  and  appointed  oor  commissioners,  witb 
fall  powers  to  treat,  agree  and  conclnde  with  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
fciDg  of  France,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  bjr  him  for  that 
purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere  friendship^  and  a  firm* 
inviolable  and  universal  peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the 
navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  suhjecte  of  his  most  Christian  ma* 
jesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we  promising  in  good  faith  to  ra- 
tify whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  should  transact  in  the  premises: 
And  whereas  our  said  commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  their  full  powers,  on 
the  6th  day  ot  February  last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  roy- 
al syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty's 
council  of  state,  by  virtue  of  powers  plenipotentiary  to  hini  granted  by  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  and  dated  the  30th  day  of  January,  m  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  did  conclude  and 
sign,  on  the  part  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  in  the  following  words : 

TKEATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  most  Christian  king  and  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North -America, 
%i^  New-Hampshire,  Ma^bachiibeits-i^ay,  l^iude-laiaud,  Connecticut,  New- 
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York,  N«w«Jeraey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  VirgiDia,  tivtlk 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  aod  Georgia,  willing  to  fix,  on  aa  eqaitabkail 
permanent  manner,  the  rales  which  ought  to  be  followed,  relative  to 
correspondenee  and  commerce  which  the  two  parties  desire  to  establish  bt* 
tween  their  respectivB  countries,  states  and  subjects,  his  most  Christitt 
majesty  and  the  said  United  States  have  judged  that  the  said  end  could  not 
be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  for  the  basis  of  their  agreement  the  moil 
pefect  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  by  carefully  avoiding  all  fliose burden- 
some preferences  which  are  usually  sources  of  debate,  embirrassmeut  and 
discontent,  by  leaving  also  each  party  at  liberty  to  make,  respecting  naTi- 
gation  and  commerce,  those  interior  regulations  which  it  shall  find  most  con- 
venient to  itself ;  and  by  founding  the  advantage  of  commerce  solely  upon 
reciprocal  utility  and  the  just  rules  of  free  intercourse,  reserving;  withal  to 
eacl»  party  tlie  liberty  of  admitting,  at  its  pleasure,  other  nations  to  a  partici- 
pation of  the  same  advantages.  It  is  in  tlie  spirit  of  this  intentiun,  and  to 
fultil  these  views,  that  his  said  majesty,  having  named  and  appointed  tWhii 
plenipotentiary  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of  tne  city  of  Stras- 
burg,  secretary  of  his  niaji'^^ty '.«»  council  of  state,  and  the  United  States,  on 
their  part,  having  fully  etiipowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  deputy  from  the  state 
of  Pennsylvaiud  to  the  general  Congress,  and  president  of  the  convention  ol 
said  state  ;  Silas  Deane,  late  deputy  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  the^d 
Congress,  and  Ai  tliur  Lee,  couusellor  at  law  ;  the  said  respective  plenipo- 
tentiaries, after  exchanging  their  powers,  and  after  mature  deiiberatioD, have  i 
concluded  and  agreed  upon  the followine  articles  s  ' 

JrU  1.  There  shallbe  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  yeMc^wa^i^tm^ 
sincere  friendship  between  the  most  Christian  fcinji;,  hisneirs  aud  avccoMiik 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  sulijects  of  the  mast  Chriate 
king  and  of  the  said- states,  and  between  the  countries,  islands*  dtiei^aiA 
towns,  situate  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  most  Cbris^aB  luBg,:anl  illbi 
said  United  States,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  every  degree,  witlMNit 
exception  of  persons  or  places,  and  the  terms  hereinafter  nH^ntioiiedy  abail  be 
per|>ctual  between  the  most  Christian  king^  his  heirs  and  Sttccessmi,  ssd  fta 
said  United  States.  ^ 

Jirt.  The  most  Christian  king  and  the  United  States  engage  mstsaUf 
not  to  grant  any  particular  favor  to  other  nations  in  respect  m  commerce 
and  navkation,  which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the  other 
party,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favor  freely,  if  the  concession  was  (redj 
made,  or  on  allowing  the  same  compensatton  if  the  concession  wis  ^* 
ditional. 

^rt.  3.  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  shall  pay  in  the  porf5, 
havens,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities,  or  towns  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  tliem,  no  other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature  soever 
thej  may  be,  or  by  what  name  soever  called,  than  those  which  the  nations 
most  favored  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  r'l^ts, 
liberties,  privileges,  inununilies,  and  exetnptions  in  trade,  nuv igatiou  autl 
commerce,  whether  in  passing  I  r  iui  otie  port  in  the  said  states  to  another, 
or  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  froiu  and  to  any  part  of  the  world,  wkich 
the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

JlrU  4.  The  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  (he  said  L  ruled  States, 
and  each  of  them,  shall  not  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  isles,  cities,  aud 
places  under  the  domination  off  his  most  ChrisUsm  majesty,  in  Europe,  an/ 
other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature  soeter  tiiev  ma^  be,  or  bj 
what  name  soever  called,  than  those  which  the  most  favored  nations  irs  tf 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  nsbts,  liberties,  privilege!} 
immunities,  and  exem[)tions  in  trade^  navigation  and  commerce,  whstlMrui 
parsing  from  one  port  in  the  said  dominions  in  Burope  U  Mtofter«  sr  is  p' 
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ing  to  EDd  from  the  same,  IVom  or  to  an^  part  ol  the  world,  whicli  the  »aid 
nations  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

•irt*  5.  Tn  tl^e  abo\  e  exemption  is  particularly  comprised  the  imposition 
of  one  hundred  sous  per  ton,  established  in  France,  on  foreign  ships,  unless 
\vhen  the  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  load  with  tlie  merchaTulise  of 
Fi  ance  lor  another  port  of  the  same  dominion,  in  whiuli  case  the  said  ships 
shall  pay  the  duty  above  mentioned,  so  long  as  other  nations  the  most  favor- 
ed shall  be  obliged  to  paj  it ;  but  it  is  onderistood  that  the  said  United  Statest 
or  any  of  them,  are  at  liberty,  when  they  shall  judge  it  proper,  to  establish  a 
duty  c(^uivalent  in  the  same  case* 

Jhi*  6«  The  meet  Christian  king  shall  endeavor,  by  all  the  means  in  hia 
power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  v^8sei8,and  the  effects  belonging  to  the  sub- 
|ects,  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  being 
to  his  ports,  havens,  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near  to  his  countries,  islands, 
cities,  or  town!»,  and  to  recover  and  restore  to  tiie  right  owners,  their  agents 
or  attornies,  a1!  such  vessels  arxl  eflects  which  sli:\H  be  taken  within  his  ju- 
risdiction, and  the  ships  of  war  of  his  most  Christian  niajesty,  or  any  convoy 
sailins:  under  liis  autliority,  shall  upon  all  occasions  take  under  their  protec- 
tion all  vessels  belont^ing  to  the  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  holding  the  same  course,  or  going  the 
same  way,  and  shall  defend  such  vessels  as  long  as  they  hold  the  same 
course,  or  go  the  same  way,  against  all  attacks,  force  or  violence,  in  tliesame 
manner  as  they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 
0BMect»  of  the  most  Christian  king. 

M^T.  In  like  manner  the  said  United  States  and  their  ships  of  war,  sail- 
ing ttldertheir  authority,  shall  protect  and  defend,  conformably  to  the  tenor  of 
^e  preceding  article,  ail  thevessetsand  effects  belonging  to  the  subjeetsof  the 
most  Christian  king,  and  use  all  their  endeavors  to  recover  and  cause  to  be 
restored  the  said  vessels,  and  effects  that  shall  have  been  taken  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

».^r^  8.  The  most  Christian  K'in2;\vill  emplny  his  good  offices  and  interpo- 
sition with  the  king  or  empei  or  of  Morocco,  or  Fez,  the  regencies  of  Algiers, 
Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  or  with  any  of  them,  and  also  with  every  other  prince, 
state,  or  power  of  the  coast  of  Barbary,  in  Africa,  and  with  the  subjects  of 
the  said  king,  emperor,  states  and  powers,  and  each  ot  them,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide as  fully  and  efficaciously  as  possible,  for  the  benefit,  conveniency,  and 
safety,  of  the  said  United  States,  and  each  of  them,  their  subjects,  people, 
and  inhabitants,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  against  all  violence.  Insult,  at- 
tacks, or  depredations,  on  the  part  of  the  said  princes  and  states  of  Barbary, 
or  their  sabjects* 

Jhi*  9*  1  he  subjects,  inhabitants^  nerchants,  commanders  of  ships,  mas- 
ters and  mariners,  of  the  states,  provinces,  and  dominions,  of  each  party  re<> 
spectively,  shall  abstain  and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places  possessed,  or  which 
snail  be  possessed,  by  the  other  party.  The  most  Christian  king's  subjects 
shall  not  fish  in  the  havens,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places,  which  the 
said  United  States  hold,  or  shall  hereafter  hold,  and  in  like  manner  the  sub- 
jects, people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  shall  not  fish  in  the 
havens,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places,  which  tiie  most  Christian  kins 
possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess,  and  if  any  shij)  or  vessel  shall  be  found 
fishing  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  with  its 
lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  shall  be  conhscated.  It  is  however  under- 
stood that  the  exclusion  stipulated  in  the  present  article  shall  take  place  only 
so  long  and  so  far  as  the  most  Christian  king  or  the  United  States  shall  not  in 
thia  respect  have  granted  an  exemption  to  some  other  nation* 

JStrt'  to.  The  laiited  States,  their  citizens  and  inhabitants^  shall  never  dts* 
turb  the  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  in  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of 
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the  right  offishiu^  on  the  banks  of  Nevvfoundlainl,  nor  in  the  indefinite aod 
exclusive  right  winch  belongs  to  tliem  on  that  part  of  the  coa^t  on  thit 
island,  which  is  desinrned  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  relative 
to  all  and  each  ut  the  i^les  which  belong  to  his  most  Christian  majestj.tht 
whole  conformable  to  the  true  sense  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris. 
(Articles  1 1th  and  12th suppressed.)  * 
Jii  t.  13.  The  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  an 
one  of  them,  shal  l  not  be  reputed  aubenes  in  France,  and  coasequentlj  shs 
be  exempted  from  the  droit  d'aubene,(»r  other  similar  duty,  under  what  tiaiil 
soever ;  they  iftay,  hj  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose  qf 
g«>ods,  tnoireable  and  immoTeable,  in  favor  of  rack  persons  as  to  theni 
seem  good ,  and  their  ketrs,  snbjects  of  the  said  United  States,  residing  whel 
in  Prance  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,  ab  intestatf  without  beii^  ob)i«i 
to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and  without  having  the  effects  otthisin 
cession  contested  or  impeded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogativa 
provinces,  cities,  or  private  persons ;  and  the  said  heirs,  whether  such  by 
ticular  title  or  ah  inUstat,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty  called  droits  de  de^ 
tioi),  or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind,  saving  nevertheless  the  local  rights 
duties,  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by  the  W 
States,  or  any  of  them.   The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  shall  ei 
on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire  and  penee 
reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  present  article.  M 
it  is  agreed,  at  the  same  time,  that  its  contents  shall  not  affect  the  lawsitilST 
or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in  France,  against  emio^rations,  \v\\\ch  sfiafl 
remain  in  all  their  force  nnd  vigor,  and  tlie  TJnited  States  on  their  [,Art,  or. 
any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact  such  laws  relative  to  that  matter|M| 
to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

Jrt,  14.  The  merchant  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  which  shall  be  iiiakiflg 
into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  other  ally,  and  courerninir  whose 
voyage,  and  the  specified  goods  on  board  them,  there  shall  be  just  giouu(|s 
of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit,  as  well  upon  the  high  seas  as  in  tli| 

f)ortsand  havens,  not  only  their  passports,  but  likewise  certificates,  expres^ 
y  shewing  that  their  goods  are  not  of  the  number  of  those  which  havebei 
prohibited  as  cQjitrabaiul.  ^ 
Art,  15.  If,  by  the  exhibiting  of  the  above  said  certificates,  the  other  pai^, 
discover  there  are  anv  of  those  sort  of  goods  which  are  prohibited  ana  4e* 
dared  contraband,  ana  consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  €80- 
my,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  upthe  hatches  of  such  ship,  or  to  opeouf 
chestSy.coffers,  packs,  casks,  or  any  other  vessels  found  therein,  or  to  re- 
move the  smallest  parcels  of  her  goods,  whether  such  ship  belongs  to  th^vd^ 
jects  of  France,  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  unless  the 
he  brought  on  shore  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  court  of  admirslffi 
and  an  inventory  thereof  made ;  but  there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  sell,  ex- 
cliange,  or  alienate  the  same  in  any  nianiier,  until  after  that  due  and  lawful 
pDx>cess  shall  have  been  had  against  such  prohibited  goods,  and  the  court  of 
admiralty  shall,  by  a  sentence  pronounced,  have  confiscated  the  same,  savini 
always  as  well  the  ship  itself,  as  any  other  goods  found  therein,  which  by  this 
treaty  are  to  be  esteemed  free  ;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of 
their  bring,  as  it  were,  infected  by  the  prohibited  floods,  much  less  sliall  thej 
be  contiscated  as  lawful  prize  :  but  if  not  the  whole  car2:o.  but  oniv  part 
thereof  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband  goods,  and  thef  comiiiandei 
of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  and  willing  to  delivLM-  them  to  tne  caphir,  n  *iol»a? 
discovered  them,  in  such  case,  the  captor  iiavmg  received  those  goocU,  shall 
forthwith  discharge  the  ship,  and  not  hinder  her  by  any  means,  freel  v  to  pro- 
secute the  voyage  ou  which  she  was  bound  ;  but  iii  case  the  contiabaiul  iner- 
diandiae  cannot  be  all  received  on  boaid  tlie  vessel  ol  tlie  captori  then  tl^c 
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captor  maj,  notwithstanding  tlie  ofi'er  of  delivering  him  the  contraband  good 
carry  the  vessel  into  the  netresfpoi-t  agreeaUe  to  what  is  above  dire<;ted* 

Jlfi,  16«  On  the  contrary^  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  shall  be  found  to  be 
laden  bj  the  suljects  and  inhatntants  of  either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging 
to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  or  to  their  subjects,  the  wholoi  atthough  it  be  not 
ufthe  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  nay  be  confiscated  in  the  same  mann^as  if  it 
belonged  to  the  enemy,  except  such  goods  and  merchandise  as  were  pot  on 
board  such  ship  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even  after  such  declaration, 
if  so  be  it  were  done  without  the  knowledge  of  such  declaration,  so  that  the 
goods  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either  party,  whether  they  be  of  the  na- 
ture of  such  as  are  prohibited,  or  orherwise,  wfiicb,  as  is  atoreswd,  were  put 
on  board  any  ship  beIona;in»  to  an  enemy  before  the  war,  or  after  the  decla- 
ration of  the  saiue,  witliuut  tlie  knowledge  of  it,  shall  no  ways  be  liable  to 
confiscation,  but  shall  well  and  truly  be  restored  without  delay  to  the  pro- 
piietofd  deiiianding  the  same,  but  so  as  that,  if  the  said  merchandises  be  con- 
traband, it  shall  not  be  any  ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  ports 
belonging  to  the  enemy. .  The  twq  contracting  parties  agree,  that  the  term, 
of  two  months  being  passed  after  the  declaration  of  war,  their  respective 
saljectSy  from  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come,  shall  not  plead  the  ig- 
norance mentioned  in  this  article.  « 

tiii*  17'  And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  thesecurity  of  the 
subjects  and  inhabitants  of  both  parties,  that  they  snSerno  injury  by  the  men 
of  war  or  privateers  of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of  the  ships  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  of  the  said  United  States,  and  all  their  sub- 
jprts  :ind  inhabitants,  shall  be  forbid  doin^  anv  injury  or  damage  to  the  other  . 
hiik,  ;ind  if  they  act  to  the  contrary  they  shall  be  punished,  and  shall  more- 
over be  bound  to  make  satisfaction  tor  all  matter  of  damages,  and  the  interest 
tliereof,  by  reparation,  under  the  pain  and  obligation  of  their  persons  and 
goods. 

JiH.  IS.  All  ships  and  merchandise,  of  what  nature  soever,  which  shall  be 
rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers  on  the  liigh  seas,  shall  be 
brought  into  some  port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  deliverea  to  the  custody , 
of  t&  officers  of  tnmt  port  in  order  to  be  restored  entire  to  the  trpe  proprie*' 
tor  as  soon  as  doe  and  sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  liie  property 
thereof. 

Jirt.  19.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party,  and  priva* 
teers,  freely  to  carry  whithersoever  they  please^  the  ships  and  goods  taken 
from  their  enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  officers  of 
the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judjies ;  nor  shall  such  prizes  be  arrested  or 
seized  when  they  come  to  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  nor  shall 
the  searcher  or  other  officers  of  those  places  search  the  same,  or  make  exam- 
ination, concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such  prizes,  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at 
any  time  and  depart,  and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  expressed  in  their 
couunlssions,  which  the  commanders  of  such  ships  of  war  shall  be  obliged  to 
shew;  on  the  contrary  no  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given  in  their  ports  to 
Boch  as  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  property,  ot  either 
of  the  parties.;  but  if  such  bhall  come  in,  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather* 
or  the  danger  of  the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigorously  used  that  thej 
go  out  and  retire  from  thence  as  soon  as  possible. 

^rt.  20.  If  any  ship  belonging  to  eitner  of  the  parties,  their  people  or 
sul^ects,  shally  within  the  coasts  or  dominions  of  the  other,  stick  upon  the 
blinds,  or  be  wrecked,  or  suffer  any  Other  damage,  all  friendly  assistance  and 
rciicf  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  shipwrecked,  or  such  as  shall  be  in  danger 
thereof.  And  letters  of  safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them  Tor 
their  free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  tlie  return  of  every  one  to  Ins 
own  country. 
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Jrt.  21.  in  case  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  with  thcif 
shipping,  whether  public  auii  uf  war,  or  private,  and  of  meftltiantS)  be  forced, 
through  strM  of  weather,  pariteit  of  piratt*  or  eoeinii-s.  or  ant  other  argent 

Siceasitj  for  eeekinc  of  shelter  and  harbour  to  rtftrett  ind  enter  into  any  if 
e  nters,  bajs,  made  or  ports, belonging  to  the  other  party,  thej  shall  be  re- 
ceivod  and  treated  with  all  hnmanitj  and  lindneM.  ana  eidoy  all  friendlj 
{Protection  and  help,  and  thev  shall  be  permitted  to  refresh  and  provide  thcni* 
selves  at  reaionable rates  with  Tictualsand  all  things ntcdfal  for  the  sasteoanee 
of  their  persons,  or  reparation  of  their  ships,  and  conveniency  of  their  voyage; 
and  they  sha!!  no  waysbe  (U'tnincd  orhiinlored  frun)  rotnrnitig  out  of  the  said 
ports  or  roads,  but  may  remove  and  depart  when  and  whitiier  they  pteasC} 
without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

^rt.  22.  For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  sides,  it  is  agreed, 
that  if  a  war  should  break  out  between  the  two  nations,  six  months  after  the 
proclamation  uf  war  shall  bt  allow eil  lo  the  merchants  m  the  cities  and  towns 
where  they  live,  for  selling  and  transporting  their  g«)ods  and  merchandises  i 
and  if  any  thing  be  taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  them  within  thit 
term  b?  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjects  of  either,  full  satisfiketionilitH 
te  made  for  the  same. 

Jti*  £S*  No  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  shall  apply  for  or  take  tn|f 
^omtnission  or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming  any  ship  or  snips  to  net  as  pn- 
yateers  against  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them»  or  against  the  inh- 
jects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or 
against  the  property  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince 
'  or  state,  with  which  the  said  United  States  shall  be  at  v:nr ;  nor  shall  anj 
citizen,  subject,  or inhabifant  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  ap- 
ply for  or  take  any  commission  or  letters  of  marijuc,  for  armini!^  any  shipof 
ships  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king,  or 
any  of  them,  or  the  property  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state,  with 
\vhich  the  said  king  shall  be  at  war  ;  and  if  any  person  of  either  nation  shall 
take  such  commissions  or  letters  of  marque,  he  snail  be  punished  as  a  phute. 

JM.  24.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  not  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king,  nor  citizens  of  the  said  vbM  ; 
%tites,  who  haye  commissions  from  any  oth^r  prince  or  state  attenmity  with 
either  nation^  foiit  their  ships  in  the  ports  ot  either  the  one  or  thetitfaer  of 
iht  aioi'aiaid  parties;  to  set!  what  t6ej  have  taken,  or  in  any  other  manner 
^vhatsoever,  to  exchange  their  ships^  merchandises,  or  any  other  lading:  nei- 
ther shall  they  be  allowed  even  to  purchase  victuals,  except  such  as  ^^liall 
be  necessary  for  their  going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or  state  from 
which  they  nave  commissions. 

jirt.  25.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  sino-ular  the  suhiects  of  the  nio^^t 
Christian  king,  and  tht»  citizens,  people,  and  iiiliabltaiits  of  tlie  snid  United 
States,  to  sail  with  tlieir  ships,  with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  no 
distinction  being  made  who  are  the  proprii'tors  of  the  merchandise  latlen 
thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  those  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  at  enmi^r  with  the  most  Christian  king,  or  tlie  United  States,  ft  shall 
likewise  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  aforesaid',  to  nil  with  the 
ships  and  merchandises  aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty 
ana  security  from  the  places,  ports,  and  havens  ^  those  who  are  enemies » 
bother  either  party  without  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatsover,  a(»i 
only  directly  from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementione<l  to  neutral  places 
bat  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place  belon;^nn^  ti» 
an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the  jurisdi  ^tion  of  the  same  prince  or  un- 
der  several  :  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated  th  free  ships  shall  also  give  a  free- 
dom to  goo(]s.  and  that  every  ihin^  shall  ae  deemed  to  be  free  and  ex^nipt- 
which^shall  be  found  im  board  tlie  ships  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  either  ot 
the  confederate^^ — although  the  whole  lading  or  any  part  thereof  shuuida|r 
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pertain  to  the  enemies  of.  either,  contr^baiul  goods  being  always  excepted*  . 
Mi  is  aiso*iigreed  in  like  manner,  that  the  same  liberty  |>e  extended  to  persons 
uho  are  on  board  a  free  sliip,  with  this  efTect,  that  al&oogh  thej  be  enemifsf 
to  both  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to  be  taken  out  of  tlvit  free  8hip« 
unless  they  are  soldiers  and  in  actual  service  of  the  enemies. 

Art.  *26.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  romnicrre  shall  extend  to  nil  kinds 
cf  iiictchandises,  excepting  those  only  which  are  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  contraband,  and  urider  this  name  (d*  contraband  or  prohibited  good;*,  shall 
be  comprehended  arm.*,  great  guns,  Iniitib^  with  their  fuses,  and  other  tilings 
belonging  to  them,  cannon  ball,  gunpou der,  match,  pikes,  swords,  lances, 
spears,  halbei  tss,  mortars,  petards,  greuadoes,  salt  petre,  muskets,  musket 
ball*  bucklers,  helmets,  breast-plates,  coats  of  mail,  and  tlie  like  kind  of 
arns  proper  for  arming  soldiers ;  musket-rests,  belts*  horses  i^ith  &eir  fur* 
niture,  and  ail^  other  warlike  iostruipents  whatever.  These  merchaiidUei 
iwhich  follow  shall  not  be  reckoned  an^Qg  contraband  or  prohibited  icoods, 
that  is  to  saj,  ail  sorts  of  cloths,  and  ail  other  manufactures  woven  of  any 
wool»  flax,  silk,  cotton  or  any  other  materials  whatever^  all  kindq  of  wearing 
ifparel,  tether  with  the  species  whereof  they  are  uaed  to  be  made,  golq 
and  silver,  as  well  coined  as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  latten, copper, brass,  coals, 
as  also  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  and  pulse,  tobacco,  and 
likewise  all  manner  of  .apices,  salted  and  smoked  flesh,  salted  fish,  cheese 
and  butter,  beer,  oils,  wines,  sugiii  s  and  all  sorts  of  salts,  and  in  general  all 
provisiims  wliich  serve  for  the  noui ishiijent  of  mankind  and  the  sustenance 
of  iite;  liii  iheriiiore  all  kinds  i)f  cotton,  lieiiij),  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables, 
Bails,  &aii  cluthn,  anchors,  and  any  parts  of  atichors  j  also  ships'  masts,  plaiiks^ 
boards  and  beams  of  what  trees  soever,  and  all  other  things  proper  either  for 
building  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  ioither  goods  whatever,  which  l^ve  no^ 
been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  inatrament  or  thing  prepared  for  war  bj 
Jand  or  by  sea*  shall  not  be  reputed  c^traband,  much  less  snch  as  have  been 
already  wrought  aind  made  up  for  any  other  use,  all  which  shall  be  wholly 
reckoued  among  free  goods,  as  likewise  all  other  merchandises  and  things 
which  are  not  comprebended  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
«pttmeration  of  contraband  goods,  so  that  they  may  be  transported  ana  car- 
ried in  the  freest  manner  by  the  subjects  of  both  confederates,  even  to  places 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  Ruch  towns,  or  places^  being  only  e^Lcepted  4S,iM^e<^t 
that  time  besieged,  blocked  up  or  invested. 

•Art.  sr.  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  disseotions  and  quarrels  may  be 
avoided  and  prevented  on  one  side  and  the  other,  it  is  agreed  that  in  ca%e 
either  of  the  parties  hereto  should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the  other  ally,  must  be  furnished  with 
sea-letters  or  passports,  ^xpresstnjt^  the  name,  property  and  bulk  iof  the  ship^ 
as  also  the  name  and  place  of  hat>itation  of  the  master  or  commander  of  the 
said  ship,  that  it  may  appear  thereby  that  the  said  ship  really  and  inily  be- 
longs to  the  Bolijects  of  one  of  the  parties,  which  passport  shall  be  made  out 
and  granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  treaty;  they  shall  like- 
wise he  recalled  every  year,  that  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home  with- 
in the  space  of  a  year:  It  is  likewise  agreed  that  such  ships  being  laden, 
are  to  be  provided  riut  only  witli  passports,  as  above  mentioned,  but  also  with 
certificates  containing  the  several  particulars  of  the  cariro,  the  place  whence 
the  ship  sailed,  and  whither  she  is  b(mnd,  that  so  it  nuiy  be  known  whether 
any  forbidtlen  or  contraband  goods  be  on  board  of  the  same,  which  certificates 
bhall  be  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  whence  the  ship  set  sail,  in  the 
accustomed  form,  and  if  any  one  shall  lliink  it  advisable  to  express  in  the 
said  certificates,  tiie  persouti  to  whom  the  goods  on  board  belong,  he  may 
freely  do  so. 

.4h.  28.  The  ships  of  the  sohjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  of  the  parties, 
mnitig  Hpnn  jmy  coaat  belonging  to  either  nf  the  said  allies^bnt  a^t  willing 
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t»  enter  into  port»  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  net  willine  tonnlead  tbm 
cargoet,  or  break  Iwlky  thej  thall  be  treated  aceeiding  j»  m  genttil  niki 

prescrttted  or  to  be  pretcribed  relative  to  the  object  id  question. 

£9.  If  the  ships  of  the  said  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  titlier  of 
tfao  parties  shall  be  met  with,  either  sailioe  along  the  coaats  or  on  the  high 
seas  by  any  ship  of  war  of  the  other,  or  by  any  privateer,  the  said  ship  of 

war  or  privateer,  for  tlie  avoidiDjj;of  anv  flisorder,  shall  remain  out  of  cannon 
shot,  and  may  send  then  boat*  on  board  tlie  merchant  ship  which  they  shall 
so  meet  with,  and  may  enter  lior  to  the  i\umbei  ol  two  or  three  men  only,  to 
whom  tlic  master  or  coinuiander  of  sut  h  sin;)  or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  pass- 
port concerning  the  property  of  the  ship,  maile  out  according  to  the  form  in- 
serted in  tins  pi  eseiil  treaty,  and  the  biiip,  when  she  shall  have  shewed  such 
paiaapurt,  shall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  purjuie  her  voyage,  so  as  it  sbali  not 
De  lawful  to  molest  or  to  search  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  bar  chace^  or 
ibrce  ber  to  qnit  ber  intended  course. 

•Art.  SO.  It  is  also  agreed*  that  all  goods*  when  once  pot  on  board  tbe  slnps 
or  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  shall  be  subject  to  no  fur- 
ther visitation,  but  all  visitation  or  search  shall  be  made  boforehand^. and  all 
prohibited  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the  spot,  before  the  same  be  put  on  board, 
unless  there  are  manifest  tokens  or  protifs  of  fraudulent  practice.  Nor  shall 
either  the  persons  or  goods  of  the  subjects  of  hi!^  most  Christian  majesty,  or 
the  United  Slate?,  be  put  under  any  an  est,  or  luolested  by  any  other  kind  of 
embargo,  fur  that  cnuse,  and  only  tf\e  ^ul)ject  of  that  state  to  whom  the  said 
goods  have  been  or  ^hall  be  prolnbited,  and  who  shall  presume  to  sell  or 
ulienate  such  sort  of  goods,  shall  be  d  wly  punished  for  the  ottence. 
'  Art.  31.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  mutually  the  liberty  of  having, 
each,  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  agents  and  comoiiasa- 
ries,  whos**  tunctlons  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular  agreement. 

Art.  $2.  And  the  more  to  favonr  and  facilitate  the  commerce  which  the 
fubiects  of  the  United  States  ma  j  have  with  France,  the  most  Christian  king 
will  grant  them  in  Bnrope  one  or  more  free  ports,  where  they  may  bring  and 
dispose  of  all  the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and 
bis  majesty  will  also  cOBttvue  to  the  subjects  of  the  said  states,  the  free  ports 
which  have  been  and  are  open  in  the  French  islands  of  America ;  of  all 
which  free  ports  the  said  subjects  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  use 
agreeable  to  the  regulations  which  relate  to  them. 

Art.  33.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations sliall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  above 
articles,  both  in  the  French  and  English  lanf^iiage^,  declarin":  nevertheless 
that  the  present  treaty  was  originally  com|>os€d  and  concluded  in  the  French 
language,  and  they  have  thereto  affixed  their  seals.  Done  at  Paris,  this  Gili 
day  of  February.  ITTH. 

C/A.  GERAT^D,  (L.  9.)       B.  FRANKLIN,  (L.  S.) 
SILAS  DEANE,  (L.  H.)       ARTHUR  LEE,  (L.  S.) 
Pom  oTOift  VtmpoKtMmoA  Letters  which  :trp  to  he  i^ivt-u  to  tbe  ^uptand  Bailu  metm^u^  io4l» 

2i  lii  article  oi  this  treuty. 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  Presents,  bicedng  : 

It  is  hereby  made  known,  that  leave  and  permission  has  been  given  to 
master  and  commander  of  the  ship  called  of  the  town  of 

burden         toiis,  or  thereabuuts,  lying  at  present  in  the  port  and 
haven  of  and  bound  for  and  laden  with  After  that 

his  ship  has  been  visited,  and  before  sailing  he  shall  make  oath  before  the 
officers  who  have  the  Inrisdietion  of  maritune  a&irs,  that  the  said  ship  be- 
lom  to  one  or  more  of  the  subjects  of  The  act  whereof  shall  be  pat 

at  fte  end  of  these  prooents,  aa  likewise  that  be  will  keen  and  canse  to  be 
kept  by  bis  crew  on  board  tho  marine  ordinances  and  roguatfaNM^mml  enteri 
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in  the  proper  ollice,  a  list  signed  and  witnessed,  containing  the  names  and 
sirnames,  the  places  of  birth  and  abode  of  tl^e  crew  of  his  ship,  anvl  of  all 
who  shall  embark  on  board  her,  whom  he  shall  not  take  onboard  wuiioutthe 
knowledge  and  permission  of  the  officers  of  the  marine ;  and  in  every  port 
oi  haven  where  he  shall  enter  with  his  ship,  he  bliall  shew  this  present  leave 
to  the  officers  and  judges  of  the  marine,  and  ^hall  give  a  faithful  account  to 
ibem  of  what  passed,  and  was  done  during  his  vojage,  and  he  shall  carry 
the  colom,  arms*  and  ensigns  of  the  king  or  United  States,  darlne  his  voy- 
age* In  witness  whereof,  we  have  signeathese  presents*  and  put  me  seal  of 
imr  anns  thereanto,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  countersigned  dj  at 
the  day  of  Anno  Domini 
Now  kttow^  ja,  That  we,  the  said  Congress,  have  unanimously  ratified  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm,  the  said  treaty,  and 
every  part,  article  and  clause  thereof  on  our  part,  concluded  and  signed  as 
aforesaid;  and  further  do  authorize  and  direct  our  comniis«i(>ner8  at  the 
court  of  France,  or  any  of  theni,  to  deliver  this  our  act  f)f  ratiticatiDn  in  ex- 
channre  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty,  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian 
majest}',  the  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

.    Done  in  Congress  at  York-tow  n,  in  the  state  of  PeonsjWania,  this  fourth 
day  of  May,  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  17TB, 

•  in  testimony  whereof,  the  president,  by  order  of  the  said  Congress,  hath 
hereunto  aabscribed  his  name  and  affixed  his  seal. 

President,  (L.  S.) 
Altist.  Secretary.  ^ 

The  Congress  of  die  United  States  of  New -Hampshire,  Maaaaehusetts-Bay,  Rliode-lBlaiid  anfl 
Providence  Wantat inns,  Coimectieiu,  New.York,  NTt  w-Jei'sey,  Pehnsylvauia,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Vifgtnia,  I<ioriU-Caroliua,  South^QaroliDa  atul  Gcorgb,  by  the  graoe  of  U<xl  ww&eeif^ 

.  free  and  fndepentlent,  to  all  who  sbaH  see  these  presents,  Greeting : 

Whereas  in  and  by  our  commission,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  30th  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
*  seTentyosix  ;  Bei^amin  FrsDUint  one  of  the  del^ates  in  Cougreao  from  th# 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  of  tho  conv^lon  of  the  said  state,  &e. 
Silas  0eane,  kte  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connecticttt»  and  Arthur  Laiw 
barrister  at  law,  were  nominated  and  appointed  our  eomnoissioners  with  fall 

{owers  to  treai  agree  and  conclude  with  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
ing  of  France,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  by  him  for  that 
purpose  authorized  of,  and  uppn  a  true  and  sincere,  friendship,  and  a  firn>, 
inviolable  and  univcrsdl  peace  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the 
n;i>ii;ation  and  muLuul  cuinmerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  people  of  the  1  nitcLl  States,  we  promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify 
whatsoever  our  said  coiiiniis«iouer&  bhould  transact  in  the  premises:  And 
whereas  om  saitl  coiiiniissioiiers,  in  pursuance  of  their  full  powers,  on  the 
6th  day  of  February  last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal 
syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most  Christian  majestyii 
cevDcil  of  state,  by  virtue  of  powers  plenipotentiary  to  him  granted  by  his 
moat  Christian  majesty^  and  dated  tlje  SOth  day  ofjamiary,  m  the  year  of 
our  liord  one  thousand  seven  hundrea  and  seventy -eight,  did  conclude  and 
'  sign  oa  the  part  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  Americs« 
a  tr^ty  of  alliance  in  the  following  words* 

••TREATY  OP  AMJANCE  EVENTUAL  AND  BE FENSIVE." 

The  most  Christian  king  and  the  United  States  of  North- America,  to  wit. 
New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connectiout,  New- 

-  York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Caroima  and  Georgia,  having  this  day  concluded  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  suhjects  and 

.  citi/^ens,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  the  means  of 
atrexi|;theiung  time  eugagaa^&t»»  and  of  reudering  diem  useful  to  the  safety 

■ 
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and  tranquillity  of  the  two  parties,  particularly  in  case  (ti  eat- Britain,  in  re- 
sentnient  of  that  conncxiuu,  and  of  tl\e  good  correspondence  which  is  tk 
object  of  the  said  treaty,  should  break  the  peace  with  France,  dtberbydiffct 
liMlllitiei»  or  bj  hindering  her  comnieroe  and  navi^tion  in  •  aimer  cnh 
trary  to  the  ri^ts  of  natioiiB,  uid  the  peaee  subttatiii|p  behrew  ill 
croums :  And  his  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  hsvihg  reaalf  edia  tit 
Mse  tojfitn  theircoancils  and  efforts  agamst the  enteg|iriaai> nf  thaif  cmwa 
«aei»7,  the  reapecttve  pleniiMtMitiariea  eMponrcred  to  eoaaart  dia  dans 
and  conditions  proper  to  futnl  the  said  intentioiii»  Imve,  afiter  the  moit  mi 
ture  deliberation,  concluded  and  determined  on  the  following  articles: 

•Srt.  1.  If  war  should  break'out  Itetween  France  and  Great-Britain,  doriBt 
the  continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the  United  Stetei  WoA'Bn^tmi 
hia  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  common  caufii^Ml 
aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  |ood  officesytheircomelaaod  their  forces, 
according  to  the  exigence  of  conjunctnrea,  aa  becomes  good  and  (utbii 
allies, 

»Srt.  2.  The  essential  and  direct  end  of  the  present  defensive  alliance,  Ls 
to  maintain  eflTecfually  the  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence,  absolote 
and  unlinuted,  of  the  satd  United  States,  as  well  in  Blatters  of  goveupeot 

as  of  commerce. 

wfH.  3.  Tlie  two  contracting  parties  shall,  each  on  its  own  part,  and  \nik 
manner  it  may  judge  moat  proper,  make  all  the  eiturts  in  its  power 4|;^Ufitt 
their  connnon  enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  proposed. 

Jlrt.  4.  The  contracting  parties  agree,  that  in  case  either  of  them  aliouM 
form  any  particular  enterpnze,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  othenua)l>e 
desired,  the  party  whose  cuncarrence  is  desired  shall  readily,  and  svithfwd 
faith,  join  to  act  in  concert  for  that  purpose,  as  tar  as  circumstances, audits 
own  particular  situation  will  permit,  and  in  that  case  they  shall  regulate, bj 
a  particalar  convention,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  succour  td  be  fiiniished»t|a 
tfie  time  and  manner  of  its  being  brought  into  a6tio%  aa  well  aa  Ihaatei* 
tages  which  are  to  be  its  compensation*  * 

If  Ihe  United  States  should  Hiink  fit  io  attempt  Ike  reductiearf 
4he  DrftCtflb  power  remaining  in  the  northern  parts  of  America*  or  Ihe  iiiisii 
i)f  Bermudas,  those  countries  or  islands,  in  case  of  suceess^  shaH  be  coefe- 
^erated  with  or  dependent  upon  the  said  United  SteCes. 

Art.  6.  The  most  Christian  king  renounces  forever  the  possession  of  ^ 
Islands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  Nortb-Aoien- 
ea*  which,  before  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty,  were 
acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great -Britain,  or  to  the  United 
Btates,  heretofore  called  British  colonies,  or  which  are  at  this  time,  orJuf^ 
•lately  been,  under  the  power  of  the  king  and  crown  of  Great- Britain. 

•tfrf.  7.  If  his  roost  Christian  majesty  shall  think  proper  to  attack  an^of 
the  islands  situated  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  or  near  that  gulf,  which  ait  at 
present  under  the  power  of  Great-Britain,  all  the  said  isles,  in  OM^  ol  s«c* 
cess,  shall  appertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

•Art  8.  Neither  of  the  two  parties  §han  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with 
Great- Britain,  without  the  loraial  consent  of  the  other  first  obtained,  and 
they  mutually  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  independenceof 
the  United  States  snail  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  assured  by  ih^  treat/ 
or  treaties  that  shall  terminate  the  war, 

*Art9,  The  coulracLing  parties  declare,  that  being  resolved  to  fulfill  cadi 
on  its  own  part,  the  clauses  and  conditions  of  the  present  treaty  of  alliiS**^ 
according  to  its  own  power  and  circumstances,  there  shall  be  no  after 
of  compensation^  on  one  side  or  the  other,  whatever  may  be  the  event  rftw 
war. 

JMi  10.  The  most  Christian  kii^  and  the  United  Stalea  agree  is  lai^t)  • 
admit  other  powers  who  may  have  r^eaived  injv&es  ^imi  inland,  Is  w 
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coOHiion  elttse  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  the  present  alliance,  under  such 
cooditieM  at  shall  be  Ireelv  agreed  to  and  settled  between  all  the  parties. 

Jbi,  11.  The  two  parties  gaarantee  matuany  from  the  present  time,  and 
fonrrer,  ag^nst  all  other  powers,  to  wit,  the  United  States  to  his  most  Chris- 
tfaui  fliajestj,  the  present  possessions  of  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as 
well  as  thoiSe  which  it  majr  acquire  bj  the  future  treaty  of  peace :  and  hia 
most  Christian  majesty  guarantees,  on  his  part,  to  the  United  States  their 
liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  iniliiuUed,  as  well  in 
matters  of  ii;uvernment  as  commerce,  and  also  tbeir  possessions,  and  the  ad- 
ditions or  conquests  that  their  confederation  may  obtain,  durifi^:  the  war, 
from  any  of  the  dominions  now  or  heretofore  possessed  by  Grt  .it  JH  itain  in 
North-America,  conformable  to  the  5th  and  6th  articles  above  written,  the 
whole  as  their  possession  shall  be  fixed  and  assured  to  tlie  said  states  at  ilia 
moment  of  ihe  cessation  of  theti  present  war  with  England. 

Jrt,  12.  In  order  to  fix  more  precisely  the  sense  and  applicatiol  of  the 

£ receding  article^  the  contracting  parties  declare,  that  in  case  of  a  rupture 
(tween  Trance  and  England,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in  the  said 
article  shall  have  its  folf  force  and  effect  the  moment  such  war  shall  break 
oQt,  and  if  such  rupture  diall  not  take  placot  tiie  mutual  obligations  of  the 
said  guarantee  shall  nfrt  commence  untu  the  nroment  of  the  cessasion  of  the 
present-war  between  the  United  States  and  Bogland,  shall  have  ascertained 
their  posftessions. 

Jirt.  ir?.  The  present  treatv  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of  six  montlis,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
'  In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  on  the  part  of  the 
most  Christian  kinj;,  Coni  ad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  uf  tiie  city  of 
Strasburg,  and  secretary  of  his  majesty's  council  of  state;  and  on  the  pact 
of  the  t'nited  States  Benjamin  Frankliri,  deputy  of  the  general  Congress  from 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  oi  the  convention  of  the  said  state  ; 
Silas  Deane,  heretofore  deputy  from  the  slate -of  Ooaoecticut;  and  Arthur 
Lee»  eoumellor  at  law»  have  signed  the  slMMre  artioloa  both  in  the  Franeh 
%9i  English  languages*  deelmins,  nevertheless*  that  the  present  tveatj  was 
origiMdiy  composed  and  oottclnded  m  'the  FseiMh  kaguagei  and  thc^jr  lum 
hereunto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paiis,  this  M  daj  of  Febnaiy*  «Re4boiisaad  seven  hundred  and 
seventv-cight* 

•     .  C.  A.  GERARD,  (L.  S.)  SILAS  DEANE,  (L.  9.) 

B.  i  ilA^iiiUN,  L  S.)  AR  i  aUll  LEK,  (L.S.) 

Know  ye,  that  we,  the  said  Congress,  hayeonanimously  ratified  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm,  the  same  treaty,  and 
every  part,  article  and  clinise  thereof,  on  our  part  concluded  and  sij^ned  as 
aforesaid,  and  further  do  uutliorizc  and  direct  our  commissioners  at  tlie  court 
of  France,  or  any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  act  of  ratification,  in  exchange 
for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

Done  in  Congress  at  York-town,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  this  4th  day 
of  Maj,  in  the^ear  ol  oitr  Lord  one  thovsand  seven  hundred  and  seventj- 
^ight  In  testimony  whereof,  the  president,  by  order  of  the  said  Congress* 
bath  hereunto  snbscribed  his  name,  and  affixed  his  seal. 

President*    (l.  s.) 
Attest,  Secretarj. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  aduiiralty  was  read;  \V  hereupon, 
Mesolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  navy  of  these  United 
States,  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  November  15, 1776,  be  hereafter 
considered  as^  and  pud  in,  specie,  or  other  money  eauivalent* 
.  ^nolv^t  That  the  subeisten^  money  of  officers  or  the  navy,  as  regulatod 
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by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  35,1 777,  be  hereafter  conaidered  as^aadpiid 

in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent. 

Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  ^20  dollars  in  specie,  or  other  money  eqaiva- 
lent,  be  allowed  to  cveiy  able  seaman,  and  10  dollars  to  every  ordiiiarv  sea- 
man or  landsman,  wiio  sliall  enter  into  the  sea  sei  vice  for  a  twelve-month, 
one  half  thereof  to  be  paid  to  them  befoic  their  bailing!;,  and  the  other  half  at 
the  expiration  ui  12  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  lime  of  theii  eiiliy  aud 
inlistment. 

RmHio^dt  That  40  contin^Dtal  dollars,  or  1  dollar  of  the  bills  which  ahsU 
be  issued  by  the  respective  states*  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  18th  March  last,  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  a  dollar  in  specie^  in  the 
payment  of  the  bonntj*  wage*  and  subsistence  mentioned  in  the  for^|ttifi| 

resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  so  far  as  respects  their  wsgtt« 
shall  extend  to  the  men  who  entered  on  board  the  Trumbull,  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  James  Nicholson,  esq.  the  men  that  have  entered  on  board  the 
Saratoga,  under  the  comtoand  of  James  Young,  esq.  the  men  that  have  en- 
tered on  board  the  Deane,  .Samuel  Nicholson,  esq,  commander,  for  the  pre- 
sent cruise ;  and  on  board  the  Confederacy*  Seth  Hardin|;,  esq.  command^fi 
for  the  present  cruise. 

WEDNESDAY,  JuJl^  12*  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  reportof  a  committee  on  4hepetitisi 

of  licut.  col.  Dericks,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieui  .  col.  Dericks  have  leave  of  absence*  agreeably  to  hts 
request,  till  the  further  order  of  Congress  : 

That  a  bill  of  exchange  for  4^4  dollars,  drawn  on  the  hon.  Henry  Laufens, 
be  advanced  to  the  said  lieut.  col.  Dericks,  on  account  of  his  pay.  ' 

THURSDAY*  Jul^  la*  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Rtmived,  That  lieut.  Dow,  of  col.  Flower's  regiment  of  artillerjrartificert, 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  capt.  lieut*  in  the  said  regiment,  his  commission 
to  bear  date  April  4tb*  1780*  the  time  capt.  Itent*  Parks  was  dismissed  ths 

service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams*  seconded  by  Mr*  Bee*  Congress  came  to 

the  following  resolution : 

The  abilities  and  experience  of  brig.  gen.  du  Portail,  in  the  line  of  his 
department  as  an  engineer,  appearing  to  Congress  essential  to  the  effectual 
promotion  of  the  operations  of  the  entsuing  campaign  ; 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washinston  immediately  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
eicbauge  of  brig.  gen«  do  PortaiT,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole* 

SATURDAY,  JiUjf  15*  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon* 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Robert  M'Mnrdie  be  appointed  chaplain  ts  die 

first  Pennsylvania  brigade* 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  for  revision  the  plan  forconduct'uig 

the  quarter-master's  department,  having  exccnted  the  business,  laid  before 
Congress  the  plan,  as  revised,  which  was  read  and  agreeed  to  as  follows: 

whereas  C(jtigress,  on  the  25tb  day  of  February  last,  resolved  that  the 
several  states  should  be  called  on  for  certain  supplies  of  beef,  flour  and  other 
articles  necessary  for  the  ensuing  campaign  ;  and  that  the  same  should  be 
collected  and  ilepusited  or  delivered  at  the  risque  of  the  respective  states,  at 
$uch  places,  within  each  state  respectively,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shsald 
judge  most  convenient ;  and  it  being  nccessarr  to  provide  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing and  transportation  of  the  stores  which  shall  be  so  depesitsd*  and  to 
make  ^  new  regulation  of  the  qnarter*maater's  department* 
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Mtiokud,  That  there  be  one  quarter *iDMter  geDeral  and  one  astietaat- 
qaarter-Biaater  general,  appointed  bj  Congress,  and  one  depntf -<|Qarter- 
master  for  the  main  army,  and  one  for  each  separate  army,  to  be  appeintad 
bj  the  quatter-master  general : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  appoint  one  depnty  for  each  state,  if  he 
shall  judge  so  many  to  be  necessary,  and  the  same  be  approved  by  the  board 
of  war;  the  per»^on  appointed  to  be  approved  tif  by  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  state  in  which  he  is  to  be  cmplnyod  :  ' 

That  each  deputy,  whether  ;^]i|t(Hnt(  d  for  one  state  or  more,  shall  appoint 
as  many  assistants  as  the  service  tn;iy  necessarily  require,  and  the  quarter- 
master-general shall  approve;  and  a  return  of  such  appointments  shall  be 
immediately  made  to  the  board  of  war  by  the  quart er-master  ^neral  t 

That  all  store-keepers,  contractors,  clerks,  conductors,  artificera  and  la- 
bearers,  of  whatever  denomination,  who  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  well 
coodneCing  the  pnbiic  business;  be  appointed  by  the  dennties  in  their  res- 
pective districts ;  and  that  they  employ  them  in  sueh  nttmoers,.fbr  such  time, ' 
sod  at  SQCh' places,  as  the  service  may  require,  and  on  such  conditions  as 
shall  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  pablic:  nevertheless,  if  they  are  sgreed 
Mfith  or  continue  in  service  for  any  longer  time  than  two  months,  the  condi* 
tiens  are  to  be  approved  by  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  duty  of  a  deputy  (|uartcr-mastcr  for  a  state  sl^all  be,  to  prnvitle 
the  means  of  transportation  in  cuch  state  for  all  public  property,  agreeeably 
to  tljc  orders  he  m:iv  receive  from  the  comnuuuler  in  chief,  tlie  board  of  war, 
thp  f]iiarter« master  general,  or  the  officer  couiniaudiug  in  the  state — to  pro- 
vide Mjch  store-houses  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  and  to  appoint  suital)Ui  store-keepers,  properly  instructed,  to 
account,  iu  the  best  uiaiiiier  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit,  agreeably 
tesuch  plans  as  the  quarter-master  general  may  prescribe  for  all  articles 
received,  whether  provided  by  tike  state  in  the  state,  or  received  from  ano- 
ther state,  taking  care  always  to  note  deficiencies^  aiid  to  reject  web  as  are 
deficient  in  quality,  whether  provided  by  the  state,  or  in  any  other  manner 
within  the  state ;  but  if  the  parties  are  dissatisfied,  the  store-keeper,  and 
thepeiaen  or  persons  so  tendering  the  goods,  shall  each  nominate  tliree  of 
the  most  reputable  freeholders  in  the  Yicinity  of  the  place  where  the  goods 
are  to  be  delivered,  the  store-keeper  to  appoint  one  of  the  three  nominated 
by  the  person  or  persons  offering  the  good^,  an(!  he  or  they,  one  of  those 
named  by  the  store-keeper  ;  and  if  the  two  first  cannot  agree,  a  third  is  to 
be  chosen  by  lot  out  ot  the  remaining  four,  as  ao  umpire;  the  arbitrators  to 
be  on  oatli,  and  copiL  ^  (  J  their  award  to  be  delivered  m  writing  to  the  parties, 
which  shall  be  bimlini;  .uid  conclusive — to  keej)  proper  registers  of  all  per- 
sons, teamt,  pack-iioi  aes,  vessels  and  crati,  employed  iu  the  departmewtf 
noting  the  manner  and  conditions  on  which  they  serve,  and  whether  the 
teams,  pack-horses,  vessels  or  craft,  are  private  or  public  property — ^to  exe- 
cate  all  orders,  either  for  purchases  or  otner  purposes^ which  he  may  receive 
fraorthe  ceouaander  in  ehiaf,  the  board  of  war,  the  quarter-master  general, 
or  the  commanding  officer  in  the  state;  to  pay  all  officers  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  state  who  shall  be  necessary  to  execute  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment, and  who  have  been  approved  as  aforesaid-«-4o  give  such  instruc- 
tions, with  respect  to  the  management  of  the  business,  as  shall  appear  neces- 
sary to  have  it  conducted  with  the  greatest  economv  and  order,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  that  despatch  which  the  scrvii  e  mny  retjuire — to  apply  to  the 
assistant  quarter-master  general  for  such  sums  ol  nutney  as  the  service  may 
require,  and  to  distribute  the  same  in  such  proportion  aa  will  best  answer 
uie  purpose— -to  visit  all  the  places  of  business  of  those  serving  under  him, 
as  often  as  his  other  duties  will  admit  j  aud  see  whetiier  they  execute  their 
dity  agreeably  to  the  instructions  tliey  receive^to  inspect  their  accounts. 
ToL.  III.  .  fi£ 
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liooks  of  reoeipU  mi  iMues*  and  to  correct  what  is  atnU^r^  ^oiieet  md 
r«Mi«r  Ilk  ttScotnts  of  expenditures  andretttriis  of  public  property  and  per- 
sona cwplojed  in  tlie  department  every  three  niontna  ;  ami  to  make  return 
to  the  assistant  qiiarter-niaster  general  of  all  issues  that  have  beea  made, 
mentioning  the  article?,  (juantity  or  number  of  each,  on  whose  application  or 
order  issue«l,  and  to  whom  delivered — to  see  that  all  stores  provided  in  one 
state  to  be  toi  warded  to  another,  be  carefully  inspected,  that  the  quauttty 
and  quality  is  agreeable  to  the  ouler  jL^iven  before  they  are  sent  forward — to 
confine  all  the  contracts  or  bargains  of  the  contractors  and  agents  of  every 
denomination,  within  the  state  to  which  they  belou*,  to  prevent  one  con- 
tractor interfering^  with  another — to  make  such  proviuon  for  wuitmring  or 
recruiting  public  horses,  as  may  be  oecessary  for  the  convenience  and  aup- 
pert  of  £e  arnj :  and  g;eneralijr  to  do  and  perforin  every  tlaog  necessary 
to  promote  the  service. 

That  the  duty  of  the  assistwt  quarter-master  general  shall  be,  to  reside 
near  Congress— to  frame  plans  for  keeping  accounts  in  the  department,  and 
to  accommodate  thero  to  the  nature  of  the  business  in  the  best  possible  msn* 
ner  for  preservjnj^  regularity  ;  and  after  the  quarter-master  g:eneral  shall  ap- 
prove thereof,  to  transmit  them  to  the  deputies  in  the  S(»veral  states  as  a  rule 
for  their  statinrr  ami  keepin^jj  tlieir  dccuuiils,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to 
all  their  under  agents — to  receive  from  the  army  and  the  districts,  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  arising  therein  to  the  1st  day  of  December,  and  to  lay 
them  before  the  chamber  of  accounts  for  s<iitlemeut  by  the  1st  day  of  Janua- 
ry—to apply  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  such  sums  of  money  as  the  quarter- 
master general  shall  direct,  and  distribute  the  same  as  the  several  branches 
of  the  department  majr  require^to  make  such  remarks  and  eive  snch  direc- 
tions to  the  deputies  in  the  several  states  as  shall  be  found  necessaiy  hi 
saving  expense  or  preserving  order  in  the  business  '  to  reoeive  from  the 
respective  deputies,  at  the  end  of  every  three  months*  returns  of  all  per- 
sons employed*  how,  where,  and  on  what  cooditions»and  returns  of  all  public 
property  belonging  to  the  depsrtment,  and  where  deposited,  msde  out  in  four 
distinct  columns,  one  containing;  what  has  not  been  issued,  another  what  is  in 
use,  tlic  tldrd  what  has  been  used  and  wants  repairing,  and  the  fourth  what  is 
unfit  for  further  service  and  still  of  some  value  ;  these  returns  to  be  made 
agreeably  to  such  forms  as  shall  be  furnished  by  the  quarter-master  general. 

That  the  returns  be  made  to  the  assistant  quarter-master  general  in  March, 
June,  September,  and  December  ;  and  that  the  general  returns  be  luruisiied 
to  the  quarter-master  general  as  soon  alur  as4  possible. 

That  the  quarter- master  general  appoint  one  commissary  of  forage  for  tiie 
main  army,  and  so  many  deputies,  forage-masters,  clerks,  and  laborers,  as 
the  service  may  require,  and  the  commander  in  chief  shall  approve  of;  a 
d^ty-commissary  of  Ibi'sge,  and  as  many  clerks  and  labourers  for  each  se- 
parate army,  as  the  service  may  require^  and  the  commanding  officer  of  auch  . 
separate  army  shall  approve  of  & 

That  the  «iiity  of  a  commissary  of  forage  and  of  a  d^ttiy-eonmiissary  of 
forage  with  a  separate  aruiy,  shall  be*  to  provide  forsge  and  pasture  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  camp,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, and  to  distribute  the  same— to  correspond  with  the  deputy-qwarter- 
masters,  in  the  states  in  or  near  which  the  army  may  be,  and  make  season- 
able requisitions  from  tiieni  for  surh  quantities  of  forao^e  as  the  service  may 
require,  and  to  receive  and  issue  the  same  to  the  army,  in  such  manner  aail 
proportion,  as  is  licreaftcr  directed. 

That  the  wages  of  oeople  employed  in  the  forage  bt  ancii,  as  well  as 
the  |Mrioe  of  forage  purchased,  and  hire  of  pasture  as  aforesaid,  and  all  othei' 
contiegeiKt  expenses  of  the  department,  be  directed  for  payment  to  the 

Quarter -master  general's  nay-oilice;  that  the  commissary  of  forage*  or  Ms 
eputy»  certify  the  sums  aue*  and  that  the  same  have  been  fully  examined; 
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that  such  orders  or  certificates  for  payment  be  presented  to  the  auditor  itf 
arcounts  in  the  (]Uiii  tei -inainter  general's  office,  and  pass  from  him  toUM 
pay -office:  but  when,  from  sudden  movements  of  the  army,  thecertifleaM 
for  pMtttragc  orforase  fiirnished  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  signed  by  the  com* 
nissary  of  forage,  or  his  denuty,  cannot  be  brought  for  payment  to  the  quar* 
ter*ma8ter  general's  pay-onice  in  camp,  without  great  inconvenience  to  Che 
^sesBors  of  the  same,  such  certificates  shall  be  paid  by  the  deputy  quarter- 
master of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  furnished,  the  sums 
nnd  articles  famished  bein|  inserted  in  words  at  full  length ;  and  to  prevent 
Irauds,  the  commissary  of  forage,  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  shall 
f'irnish  the  deputy  quartcr-mastor  (if  the  state,  in  which  the  army  may  serve. 
With  a  list  of  the  persons  eniplo^'ed  in  the  forage  branch,  in  thc^ir  own  hand 
vnting,  and  the  pi  lnted  lunn  ot  rei-tificates  generally  made  us^e  ot  by  them  : 
'f hat  the  comuijs»sary  of  torage,  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  fix  upon 
such  places  for  receiving  and  issuing  lorage  at  the  army,  as  shall  best  ac- 
commodate tlie  service  ;  ami  that  written  instructions  be  given  to  the 
keeper  of  the  magazine  of  forage,  how  antl  to  whose  order  to  issue  thft 
same;  tet  proper  entries  be  made  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
all  receipts  ana  issues,  and  that  the  orders  be  numbered  and  filed  to  agree 
with  the  entries  in  the  book. 

'  That  the  forage-masters,  and  keepers  of  the  army  magazines  shall  make 
veekly  returns  to  the  commissary  of  fora»e,  or  to*the  deputy  witli  a  sepa- 
rate army,  of  all  forage  received  and  issued,  and  of  all  pasturage  made  use 
of,  and  certificates  given  for  the  same  ;  and  that  the  commissary  of  foraj^e, 
or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  shall,  at  the  end  of  every  four  week?,  make 
returfis  to  the  quarter-niaster  "general,  or  deputy  fpiartor-master  with  a 
Separate  army,  of  all  the  forage  received  at  tiie  luai^a/ines  or  collected 
from  the  country,  and  of  the  issues  of  the  same  ;  also  of  all  certibcates  for 
pasturage  or  forage  which  have,  within  tliat  time,  been  given  for  settlement 
at  the  quarter-master  general's  pay-office. 

I'hat  foi  age  for  the  wagon  lioises  be  issued  on  the  returns  of  the  respec- 
€fe  conductors,  countersigned  by  the  wagon -m  .ster  or  his  deputy  ;  ana  ftr 
oHter  horses  on  the  orders  of  the  ofllcerB  entitled  to  receive  forage  by  virtwa 
of  these  regulations :  and  if  anjr  officer  in  the  forage  department  shalf  iv* 
sue  forage  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  larger  proportions  than  is  prescribed 
vi  these  regulations,  he  shall  be  charged  with  Ana  pay  the  full  value  of  suck 
extra  forage,  and  be  dismissed  from  Sie  service* 

That  there  be  no  deputy  commissarr  ol  forage  or  forage  master  appoiftt- 
ffl,  except  for  the  main  army,  or  a  separate  army ;  and  that  all  forage  which 
it  may  hereafter  be  necessary  to  issue  at  any  post,  be  issued  bf  the  deputjf 
quarter-master  of  t!ie  state,  liis  assistants  or  store  keepers  : 

That  the  deputy  (juartcr-mastcr  of  the  state  shall  appoint  the  magazines 
or  places  at  whicii  torage  shall  be  issued,  and  iiuiic  shall  be  issued  at  any 
other ;  nor  shall  any  forage  be  issued  at  such  post  to  any  officer,  unless  he 
certifies  upon  honor,  on  his  return,  that  he  is  not  on  furlough  nor  absent  from 
tfce  army  on  his  pnvatc  business  : 

That  a  ration  of  forage  shall  consist  of  14  pounds  of  hay  and  8  quarts  of 
^ts  for  a  saddle  horse,  and  Id  pounds  of  hay  and  12  quarts  of  oats,  dr 
'^er  short  forage  equivalent,  for  a  draught  horse,  per  day:  that  in  cases 
^here  either  of  the  above  articles  cannot  be  furnished,  a  double  quantity  of 
the  other  shall  be  considered  as  a  complete  ration. 

And  whereas  the  great  number  of  issuing  posts  established  in  these  states 
have,  by  experience,  been  found  very  burdensome  and  expensive. 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  next,  no  post,  with- 
out troops  there  stationed,  and  in  the  continental  service,  shall  be  continued 
Or  esfaMished  in  any  state  at  the  expense  of  the  Ignited  States,  nor  public 
provisions  or  forage  Usued  tliereat,  but  by  order  of  the  board  of  war,  tho 
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Mmnander  in  chief,  or  cooMUiBdliis officer  of  a  Mipmtt  army  ;  mmI  Mch 
mkr  ilitll  be  j^veii  only  m  mm  mto,  u  iktir  o|;iBioii>  the  obdaabg  pro- 
vMiMi  w  forage  in  anj  ather  wa j  wimkl  be  inprtotiicable. . 
.  A|id  whereas  it  majr  aeoietiiiiee  happea  tbat  tbei«  ia  a  necemtj  i»  Mm 
iHMd  teaato,  the  owneraof  adiicli  .were  to  fiad  their  owa  tease  and  pro?i- 
eionay  beyond  Ihe  time  for  whieh  auch  teama  were  engaged*  aad.miQ^  if 
Hakr  own  forage  and  proviaiona  are  expended^  maat  have  leomMie  to  the 
pnblic  maga/jnea :  * 

BesoUfedg  That  each  teama^  and  their  conductors  and  driirera,  ao  detained 
and  b^eooie  deatitote  of  forage  and  provisions,  shall  be  aupplied  eat  af  tba 
jHiblic  magazinea,  upon  the  written  order  of  the  offcer  by  w))oae  order 
thay  shall  have  been  detained ;  and  the  wagon-maater,  or  his  deputy  or  other 
■mon,  under  whose  direction  such  teams  be  employed,  before  be  signs  their 
discharge,  shall  cause  to  be  endorsed  thereon,  bj  the  forage-master  and 
commissary,  or  store-keeper  (as  the  case  mav  be)  the  number  of  rations  of 
forage  ana  provisions  furnished  to  such  teams  and  their  conductors  and 
drivers,  that  the  same  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  due  to  the  owners 
of  such  hired  teams:  that,  excepting  in  the  cases  above  mentioned,  no  pro- 
visions or  forage  be  drawn  by  any  person  not  actually  serving  with  the  armj, 
or  some  detachment  thereof: 

That  there  be  one  wagon-master  with  the  main  army,  and  as  many  de- 
puties, clerks,  and  conductors,  as  the  service  may  require,  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief  shall  approve  of ;  that  there  be  a  deputy  for  each  separate 
army,  with  as  many  assistants,  clerks  and  conductors,  as  the  same  may  re* 
quire,  and  the  commanding  ofiEicer  shall  approve  of  t  •  > 

That  the  wagon-maater,  and  depaty  wt^  a  aeparate  army,  'shall  kaqp 
an  exact  register  of  all  persons  and  teams  employed  with  the  army  in  h» 
department,  distinguishing  by  proper  columns  the  priyate  and  public  property; 
that  hak^ep  exact  registers  of  afi  pay  rolla^  noting  the  time -and  oenaitiaBi 
of  payment ;  that,  in  every  pay -roll,  the  names  Mod  employment  of  eveiy 
person  ^  inserted  at  fnll  length ;  and  that  the  roll  be  signed  by  the  wma- 
.jmaster,  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army*  and  then  pass  to  the  auditor^ ac- 
counts in  the  ofiice  of  the  quarter-maater  nnerhl,  or  deputy  in  a  sepamte 
army,  and  from  him  to  the  respective  pay-^ce: 

l^hat  the  wagon-master,  or  deputy  in  a  separate  army,  give  all  the  orders  on 
the  horse-yard  for  horses  to  equip  the  teams,  and  orders  on  the  store  for  har- 
ness ;  and  every  deputy  or  assistant,  receiving  horses  or  harness  upon  such  or- 
der, shall  be  charged  with  the  same  in  his  books,  and  be  made  to  account,  by 
his  weekly  or  monthly  returns,  for  the  horses  or  harness  delivered  to  hiin. 

That  the  wagon-master  shall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  quarter-master 
general,  or  oftener  if  required,  of  all  persons,  teams,  and  horses,  employed  in 
his  department,  noting  where  and  with  whom  serving,  adding  a  column  of 
casualties,  in  which  to  insert  the  deaths,  stolen  or  strayed  horses,  and  also 
the  harness  that  may  be  lost,  and  generally  to  make  such  regulatioi.s  lor  the 
government  of  the  wagoners  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  preserve  public 
property,  and  to  give  them  as  a  standing  order  to  all  the  wagon-masters,  the 
quarter-master  general  approving  thereof:  that  the  like  duties  be  performed 
bythe  deputy  wagon-master  of  a  separate  army  : 

.  That  the  quarter-master  hate  liberty,  with  the  approbation  of  the  comnaad* 
in  chief,  or  commander  of  a  separate  army,  to  take  such  and  so  many 
.officers  from  the  line  of  the  army,  to  senrein  his  department,  as  he  mayw 
necessary,  and  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  businesa: 

That  the  quarter-master  aeneral  establish  a  borsoryard  with  the  army,  ier 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  issuing  all  public  horses;  and  that  the  person 
appointed  deliver  none  from  the  yard  but  by  the  order  of  the  commander  in 
4^1  of,  the  quarter-master  general,  or  his  deputy,  oc  the  wagon-master: 
The  same  regulations  to  take  place  with  a  separata  army : 
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That  aa  exact  register  be  kept  of  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  all  horses,  from 
whom  received,  to  whom  delivered,  and  bj  whose  order ;  and  also  of  all  hocMi 
that  nuy  die,  be  stolen,  or  itray  froM  the  yard,  or  that  are  ordered  to  lit  «ol4 
by  tbe  qiiarter*maaler  goBeral,  as  vofit  for  farther  aenrico;  and  that  tetnrDO 
«lr  all  tnuMactMt  of  the  yard  be  made  to  the  qaarterHaaater  general'a  ofice 
nuMithl/,  aad  aa  mmeh  oftenar  aa  the  quartor*maater  general  mair  direct*  . 

Whereaait  ia  necessary  thatevery  army  should  be  fimited  in  tlie  article  of 
baggage  ;  this  regulation  being  essential,  as  well  to  save  e^q^anie  as  to  pre- 
vent the. army  fromboang  embarrassed  in  its  operatioaa}  and  that  ever^ 
officer  ^ould  hate  only  auch  a  quantity  of  baggige  aa  ia  esaential  to  hia 
comfort  and  appearance : 

Hesolved,  That  the  following  proportion  of  wagons  and  bat-horses  be  al- 
lowed to  the  difiarent  ranks  <n  officers,  and  no  more,  unless  it  be  by  ordar 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  arm  y,  each 
of  whom  to  be  allowed  for  themselves  so  many  baggage  wagona  and  bat* 
horses  as  thev  mav  tl)liilv  necessary,  to  wit  : 


MajoT-geTK^rfil  ftnd  family,    -  -  -  •  . 

Br&aAer-g^neml  andfatnily,         -         -  • 
''Cc&nei,  lieutcnaiitpcolonel  uid  major,      •         •   .     •  • 
Captaint  sod  flttbalteiiiB  of  a  tegimeni^  for  thiar 
Sui'g-eon,  pay-muter^  adjutant  and'  quaitcMliaster,  ([regimeiital 

Stilff,)        -  .  -  - 

Brigade  quarter-master,  -  •  -  .  •  '  . 
Vor  the  teats  ef  a  fcgimeet,  fbr  eveiy  75men,  hot  this  to  be  varied 

acemfting  to  tiie  weight  of  tlie  tents  and  state  of  the  roads, 

Quarter-master  general,  for  liis  baggtige  according  to  liis  ranj^  for 
his  hooks,  papers,  &.c.  as  many  as  he  shall  find  necessary. 

Deputy  quarter-ma-ster  with  the  main  aj'niy,  or  with  a  sep^mte 
atniy,  for  loB  baggu^  and  for  liis  books^  papers,  8cc;  as  they  may 
denuindy 

Commissary  of  forage  with  the  main  arm}',  -  . 

Deputy  comnsissrxry  of  forage  with  a  separate  army^ 
AV  agon-masLer  and  clerks^  -         -  - 

Deputy  wagon-mBSterswith  the  miin  army,  each,  « 
Deputy  wagoiMnaster  with  a  separate  army,  clerks  and  assistants, 
Inspector-general,  for  his  baggage  accordmg  to  his  rank,  and  for 
his  papers,  &.c.  according  as  the  service  mayrequirei  or  com- 
mander ill  cliief  may  direct,       -         -  - 
Sob-inspector,       •        •        •        -  '  - 
Brigade-inspector,  -         -  - 

Adjutant-gener^l  and  assistants, 
Deputy  aajutaut-genend  with  a  separate  army. 
Judge-advocate,     -  - 
ComtnisKtry  of  prisoners,  - 
Deputy  judge-advocate  with  a  separate  amiy. 
Deputy  commissary  of  prisoners  with  a  separate  Ulhyt 
Provost-marshal  witli  his  piisoners  and  guaids, 
A  commissary  and  his  deputy  of  purchases  or  issues* 
A  deputy  commissary  with  a  separate  army, 
rield-comnissaiy  of  military  atores  and  hia  deputy  witb  the  main 
army, 

Deputy  commissaiy  of  military  stores  witli  a  separate  army, 
AaditMS^f  the  main  army,  for  their  baggage,  boolu^  papers^  Si.c, 
Auditors  for  a  sepsnle  atny. 
Deputy  paymaster*  either  with  the  main  army,  or  with  a  sepatate 
aiTny,      -         -         -         -         -  - 

JField-post-master,  ..... 

EtptesS'rider,       •        .        .        .  . 
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FrovidedfThut  l(  the  naniber  of  iiv  agons,  stated  as  above,  should  |^v« 
inefficient,  the  quarter-master  general  mar  occuionafly  AtraNi  BOdi 
additional  wrisge  as  the  comtnander  in  cfaie^  or  commanding  officeir  of  t 
separate  army,  or  the  board  of  war,  maj  direct. 

Whereas  the  basiness  of  deptttr  quarter-masters,  serving  in  the  diffefcnt 
etafps,  may  vary  greatly  one  friwn  another;  and  whereas  that  allowihtt 
mhich  would  be  ample  in  some  states,  wouitl  be  inadequate  in  others : 

Resolvedy  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  authon/ed  to  fix  the  |)8y 
of  each  deputy  to  conduct  the  business  of  his  department  in  the  states,  ac- 
cording to  the  duties  they  have  to  perform,  and  the  expenses  thev  will  be  at 
in  executing  the  same;  so  that  the  pay  of  no  deputy  exceed  o'ne  hundred 
and  thirty-luur  dollars  per  month,  withnut  provision  or  forajje. always  havfng 
regard  to  the  merit  and  service  of  the  person  appointed,  and  which  bhail  i>e 
approved  of  by  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  pay  of  the  assistant  deputy  quarter-masters  be  settled  by  the 
deputy  qaarter*msster  under  whom  they  respectively  serve*  aocofdHiig;  to 
the  duties  they  have  to  perform,  and  thie  expense  they  will  be  at  in  eiecutifig 
the  same,  sons  the  pay  of  no  assistant  deputy  quarter-master  exceed  seveo- 
ty-6ve  dollars  per  month,  without  provisioiis  or  forage  ;  always  havin*  re- 
gard to  the  merit  and  services  of  the  person  appointed,  and  which  shaSl  be 
approvefl  f)f  by  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the  quarter-master  general's  department, 
who  ure  attached  to  tlie  main  or  to  a  separate  army,  and  move  with  it,  be  as 
follows : 

Qua  rter-raaster  general,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  an  officer  in  the  line,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  per  month  : 

Assistant  quartei -master  general,  who  is  to  reside  near  Congress,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hondred  and  sixty-six  dollars  per  month  : 

Deputy  auarter-mtster,  thirty-Ove  dollars  per  month,  in  additiou  tobh 
pay  in  the  line  x 

Brigade  quarter-master,  twenty  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  bis  par 
in  the  line : 

Commissary  of  forage,  serenty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of^ 
jprovisions  por  day : 

Deputy  commissary  of  forage,  forty  dolUrs  per  month,  and  one  ration  of 

provisions  per  day : 

Forage  master,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line  of  the  army,  ten  ddivs 

per  month  : 

Wagou-master,  sixty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  profisioni 
per  day : 

Deputy  wagon-master,  forty -five  dollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  ot  pro- 
visions per  day : 

Assistant  %vagon-master  in  a  separate  array,  forty  dollars  per  month,  and 
one  ration  of  provisions  per  day : 

Conductor  of  wagons,  when  not  of  the  line  of  the  army,  thirty-five  dotlart 
per  month,  and  one  ration  of  provisions  per  day ;  when  of  -the  line  of  the 
army,  twelve  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  fo  his  pay  in  the  line  s 

That  the  foregoing  salaries  bepaid  in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent 

Whereas,  in  order  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  consumption  of  fcnage,  it 
]s  requisite  to  determine  what  officers  shall  be  supplied  with  forage  at  the 
put)lic  expense,  and  to  tix  the  quantity  that  shall  be  furnished  to  each  : 

lie^oLved,  That  in  addition  to  the  forage  allowed  for  the  wagon  and  bat- 
horses,  by  these  regulations,  there  be  issued  to  the  commander  in  clijef, 
and  to  the  connnandinn;  officer  of  a  separate  army,  and  to  those  of  their  SQit*' 
as  many  rations  as  the  service  shall  require  : 

To  a  major-geueral  and  family,  seven ;  brigadier-geueral  and  faimiji  six ; 
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culonel  of  tnftatrj  orartitlery,  two;  lieuteoant-coloiiel,  two ;  major,  two; 
qhaplaln.  one;  surgeon,  one;  paj-uiMter»  one;  anljutMit,  one;  qwter* 
ma^tiHr*  one ;  bris^A  qoarter-muiterf  one ;  captain  of  ej^neera*  one ;  qear* 
ter-mast^r  general,  as.  the  service  luaj  require;  depnty  qnarter-master 
with  tUe  arm  J,  one  ;  cotmoiissary  of  furage»  two ;  depntj-emniissarjr  of 
^piiige»one.;  iragon-master  ami  cierks* three ;  depnij  wagon-maaler  one; 
deputy  wagon -master  with  a  separate  annj,  two  ;  assistant  wagon-master 
with  a  separate  army,  one  ;  inspector-general,  ag;recablj  to  his  rank  ;  sub- 
inspector,  in  ad<lition  to  what  he  draws  in  the  line,  one ;  adjutant-general 
and  his  faiitily,  including  what  he  may  draw  in  the  line,  seven  ;  deputy  ad- 
jutant-general for  a  separate  army,  three,  including  what  he  may  draw  in 
tiie  line;  commissary  of  prisoners,  two;  deputy-commissary  of  prisoners 
with  a  sepai ate  army,  two  ;  deputy  serving  witli  the  main  army,  one  ;  judge- 
advocate,  two ;  provost-martial,  one  ;  commissary -general  of  purchases, 
fear  i^cmmissary -general  of  issues,  two  ;  brifijade-oominissary,  one;  field- 
coinmisai^j  of  military  stores^  two ;  deputy  Idd-commtssary  ef  military 
stores,  one  ;  deputy  py- master,  one ;  avditors  for  the  army,  each,  oass 

That  any  of  the  daid  officers  entitled  to  forage,  who  shall  keep  their  horses 
at  their  own  eipense,  when  in  cajnp,or  when  absent  the  army  on  pub* 
lie  aervic«,  glial!  be  allowed  as  much  daily  for  the  forage  so  found  aa  ahali  be 
certi&ed  by  the  deputy  quarter-master  of  tlie  state  in  which  the  army  may 
he,  to  be  the  net  currettt  cost  of  a  ration  of  forage,  every  officer  claiming 
such  payment,  producing  a  certificate  from  the  forage-master  from  whom  he 
usually  draws,  that  he  had  not  drawn  forage  from  liim  during  the  time  chai'ged 
for,  and  certifying  upon  honor  that  he  hatli  drawn  no  public  forage  wliatever 
during  the  said  time  ;  on  which  a  certificate  shall  pass  from  the  commissary 
of  fura^e,  or  deputy,  to  the  quarter-master  general's  auditor,  for  settle- 
ment ot  the  same,  not  exceedin^^  the  current  net  cost  of  the  ration  as  settled 
^  the  quarter-master  of  the  state  :  Provided,  that  no  officer  on  furlough 
wU  he  entitled  to  draw  forage  or  pay  for  the  same,  lor  any  time  he  is  ab« 
isnt  beyond  the  term  allowed  bin  by  hia  fuilough. 

l*bat  th9  officers  of  cavalry  be  allowed  to  draw  forage  or  pay  for  the  tame, 
^der  the  like  regnUtions  as  other  officers^  for  the  followioj*  number  of  horses, 
provided  they  actually  keep  the  same :  a  colonel  three ;  Heutenant^coionel 
two ;  major  two ;  captain  two ;  lieutenant  one ;  comet  one  ;  pay-roaster,  quar- 
ter-masler,  and  a^iutant*  exclusive  of  allowance  as  officers  in  the  line^  each 
one ;  surgeon  one : 

That  all  certificates  for  forage  supplied  to  detached  parties  of  cavalry, 
serving  on  the  lines,  or  on  marches,  where  public  forage  cannot  be  drawn, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  forage-master  or  quarter-master  of  the  regiment  or 
corps,  or  by  a  commissioned  officer,  if  any  be  with  the  party,  if  not,  by 
a  non-commissioned  officer,  mentioning  the  quantity  and  species  of  fo- 
rage, tlie  number  of  horses,  the  time  for  which  the  same  was  drawn  ;  and  the 
price  shall  be  inserted  in  words,  at  full  length,  and  the  title  of  the  officer  and 
re^ment  or  corps  to  which  he  belongs,  shall  be  added  to  his  name : 

fbat  every  officer,  who  shall  cive  such  certiftcatea,  shall  make  a  return  of 
the  same  to  the  officer  commandingf  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  who 
shall  dinect  hia  forage-master,  or  qnarter-fliasier,atthe  end  ef  each  month, 
to  make  a  retom  of  such  certificate^  to  whom  an^  where  given,  and  te  what 
amount,  to  the  coounissary  o€  forage,  or  to  the  deputy  with  a  separate  army, 
and  to  the  deputy  quarter-master  of  the  state  in  which  such  sttppKea  shaM 
have  been  obtained,  which  certi^cates  shaU  be  passed  by  the  cominisaary  of 
forage  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  either  to  the  quarter-master  gene« 
rap8  pay  office  for  settlement  in  camp,  or  to  the  deputy  quarter- master  of. 
tite  stale  for  payment : 

That  ail  olikcrs  commanding  detachments  of  cavalry  shall  make  retuma 


Digitized  by  Google 


496 


JOURNALS  OF  COI^GRESS,  irSO. 


of  the  forage  they  mar  draw,  vrith  the  auniber  of  horset,  and  the  time  for 
winch  the  same  vi  ail  drawn,  to  the  olBcer  commaadk^  the  refftment  or  com 
to  which  thej  belong,  which  the  comtnandiDg  officer  shall  deliver  to  the  6* 
l!ige*inaster  or  craarter-master  of  the  regiment  or  corpe^  who  ahaii  make  re« 
turns  of  all  the  forage  received  and  iBsued  to  the  re&^iment  or  corpi,  at  the 
end  of  each  mooth«  to  the  commisaarj  of  forage  or  deputj  with  a  aeparate 

army  : 

That  ail  the  teams  not  serving  with  the  army  be  contracted  with  to  find 
their  own  provisicQs  and  forage,  if  possible,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  huudced 

weight  per  mile  : 

That  mj  Miilitary  or  stall"  oflicar  shuHown,orin  any  manner  be  interested 
in  any  boat,  shalloj),  wagon,  or  other  carriage,  horse  or -team,  employed  on 
hire  or  contract,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  paio  of  forfeiting  a 
anm  equal  to  that  which  shall  have  become,  due  for  the  tmnriee  of  such  boat, 
ahallop,  wagon,  or  other  carriage,  horse  or  team,  during  the  whole  time  thej 
shall  have  been  so  employed ;  and  for  the  second  offence  snch  officer  shall  be  * 
dismissed  from  the  service : 

That  the  qnarter-master  general  take  such  measures  for  providing  camp 
equipagSi'and  make  sack  rsgiilatioDs  for  distributing  the  same,  as  he  dmU 
find  necessary,  and  the  commander  in  chief  or  the  Mard  of  war  shall  ap- 
prove; and  that  he  also  take  measures  for  enj^agin^  such  artificers  as  the 
service,  from  time  to  time,  mav  requiiT,  in  addition  to  the  regimented  artifi- 
cers, and  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  that  he  gene- 
rally inake?uch  arrangements  as  shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  business 
of  the  ijuarter-iiiaster's  department,  either  with  the  main  army^  a  separate 
army,  or  detachment : 

That  the  quarter- master  general  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  furnish 
such  horses,  for  special  purposes,  and  on  particular  applications,  as  he  shall 
think  the  good  of  the  service  maj  require ;  and  whenever  any  doelit  arises, 
that  l4e  matter  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chi^,  or  the  commanding 
officer  of  a  separate  armv,  for  their  Instmctions : 

That  no  purchases  of  horses  or  any'  other  articles  with  the  main  army,  or 
inanjof  the  states  for  the  use  of  the  army,  in  thequarter«-master  general's 
department,  be  made,  unless  by  order  of  the  qnarter-master  general,  or  bj-ft^ 
deputy  quarter-master  with  a  separate  amiy  or  garrison : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  make  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief 
and  boai-d  of  war,  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  are  delivered  in  to  him  by 
the  assistant  quar  t(  r-master  general,  of  all  officers  and  other  persons  cm- 
plnved,  and  stores  beloniiinu;  to  tlie  department,  and  that  a  deputy  servijig 
with  a  separate  army,  or  with  a  garrison,  make  returns  quarterly,  in  the 
months  afore-mentioned,  agreeably  to  the  directions  given  to  a  deputy  of  a 
state,  which  the  quai  ter-master  general  sliuU  include  in  his  general  returns  ; 

That  all  officers  In  the  qnarter-master  general's  department,  of  whatever 
denooinationy  shall  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  the  oath  of  office  pre* 
scribed  by  Congress,  before  thej  enter  on  £isiness  t  ' 

That,  with  the  returns  before  directed  to  be  made,  of  ^e  name  and  stafi«ii 
of  each  person  to  be  appointed  in  the  quarter- master's  department,  there-be 
also  at  the  same  time  certificates  returned  therewith,  ei  their  having  re* 
spectively  taken  the  oaths  nod  qualifications  afore-mentkmed : 

That  in  settling  the  accounts  of  officers  in  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, to  be  appointed  by  this  act  of  Congress,  no  pay  or  allowance  whatever 
be  granted  to  any  person  employed  in  that  department,  whose  name  and  em- 
ployment, together  with  a  certificate  of  his  taking  the  aforesaid  oaths,  shall 
not  be  duly  returned  in  manner  above  directed  ; 

That  the  board  of  war  shall  have  p€wet  to  suspend  and  dismiss  all  super- 
iiumerai  y  oiHcers  tiiat  may  be  employed  the  quarter-master  generars 
department. 
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Resolved,  That  major-general  Orppne  be  contitmed  in  the  o(Rce  ot  quar- 
ter-master «;enpral ;  that  he  be,  and  Itp  is  hereby  directed  to  make  the  ap- 
pointiiiients  and  arranji^eineiUs  in  the  <|uartrr master's  departlDeilt> agreeablj 
to  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Provided,  Tliat  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  shall  be 
eonstrued  to  annul  the  resolution  of  the  9th  day  of  July,  1779,  authorizing 
the  executive  aathoritjr  of  the  respective  dtates  to  correct  abases  in  the  stan  , 
departments.  Or  to  vacate  any  appointment  made,  or  that  lhaj  be  Aade  by 
major-eeneial  Gates  for  the  sontnern  army,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  14tn  day  of  June  last. 

Rendved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states  in  which  the  army  may  serve,  to  make  provision  for  fur- 
nishing the  horses  of  the  army,  or  detachments  thereof,  with  a  sufficient 
supply  of  pasttirajre,  and  with  such  hav  or  forafrp  as  can  \yp  spared  from  the 
cniHitrv  ill  the  vicinity  of  the  arnjv  or  detaclinient  thereof;  the  same  to  be 
settled  and  paid  for  by  the  quarter-master  general  with  the  army,  or  by  the 
deputy  in  the  state.  ^ 

Mr.  Motte,  a  delegate  for  tbe.state  of  8o«th-Carol}iia,  atteiidei  and  pro* 
daeed  the  credentials  of  hia  appointment,  vrhich  were  read* 

T1  KSDAY,  J«?v  ^8,  1780. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  ielerred  the  extract  from  Mr.  Schuy- 
ler's letter  of  the  6th,  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  per- 
mit the  commissaries  of  issues  to  furnish  the  retained  rations  in  lieu  of  the 
subsistence  money  allowed  to  tlie  ofHcei  s  of  the  hite,  but  tliat  the  pay-master 
general  be  enabled  to  pay  the  subsistence  money  aforesaid: 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  laid  report* 

Meeolved,  That  the  resokution  or  act  of  Congress*  of  &e  10th  day  of  May 
1ast»  respecting  loan-office  certificates  destroyed,  through  accident»'be  ex* 
tended  to  loan-office  certificatea  which  have  Iwen  or  shall  be  thrown  over* 
board  of  aa^  vessel  to  avoid  capture  by  the  enemy. 

On  a  report  of  the  delegates  of  the  states  of  New-Hamp8hire»  Massachu- 
Sf'tts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
i)t  the  loth  from  general  Washington,  with  an  estimate  of  tents  and  othef 
camp  equipa<je  wanted  for  the  army: 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
and  the  estimate  of  tents  and  other  camp  equipa^^e  wanted  for  the  army, 
accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of 
the  states  of  New-Himpbhire,  Massachusetts -Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Con- 
necticut, a^d  that  they  be  requested  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may  judge 
will  be  most  speedy  and  effectual  for  procttringi  within  the  said  states  re-  > 
spectively,  the  portions  mentioned  in  the  estimate,  or  as  great  a  part  thereof 
as  may  be  had,  especially  of  the  most  essential  kinds. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  assurances  which  were  given  to  the  subscribers 
to  a  bank  in  Pennsylvania,  by  resolutions  of  Congress  of  Jane  £12d  last  past, 
be  and  hereby  are  given  hr  the  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  which  shall 
be  incurred  by  a  compliance  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Jones,  George  Crothers,  and  0therS| 
aitilicers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resoivedt  That  the  petitions  before  mentioned,  be  transmitted  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Penney Ivarda,  to 
grant  bucli  reliel  as  they  shall  judge  just  and  reasonable  to  the  petitioners, 
and  to  all  other  non-comnussioiied  oilicei  s  and  privates  of  lite  corps  of  arti- 
ficers iirnmtlar  eircumstances^  who  bav^  been  raised  in  tlie  said  state. 
Vol.  63 
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WEDNB8DAT,  July  19»  1780. 

A  report  from  the  hotrd  of  war  wu  read  $  Whereupon, 
'  Resoivei^  That  lieut.  la  Claase  receive  the  brevet  of  captain  in  tte  armj 
of  the  United  State«,  and  that'he  be  permitted  to  return  to  Bnrope* 

THURSDAY,  July  20,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Wherevpon, 
Besolved,  That  Henry  HoUingsworth,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  be 
and  hereby  is  suspendec),  and  that  some  other  person  be  appointed  to  trans- 
act the  business  of  that  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  deposition  of  Robert  Anderson,  respecting  the  sup- 
posed forgery  of  his  name  to  a  receipt,  off'ered  as  a  voucher  in  support  of  the 
accounts  of  Henry  IloUinf^svvorth,  be  transmitted  to  the  executive  authority 
of  the  state  of  Mar  ylaiid,  in  order  that  Buch  proceedings  may  be  had  against 
the  person  or  perbons  coacenied  tlieiem  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  lawi  rf 
the  state,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY,  July  21, 1780. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  vras  referred  the  fetter  of  fte  15th  from 

doctor  Brown,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

jResolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  the  abilities,  integrity 
and  past  services  of  doctor  William  Brown,  jihyeician-general,  but  as  his 
tireeent  circumstances  will  no  longer  permit  bis  continuance  in  the  service*  j 

his  resignation  be  accepted.  ' 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Matiack,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hill, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  enquire  into  the  circnmstances  un- 
der which  a  quantity  of  sugars  and  other  merchandise  were  imported  in  the 
i  ri^ate  Confederacy,  and  wlio  were  the  persons  concerned  in  that  transaction, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

MONDAY,  July  24, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon,^ 
'  Ruolvedf  That  from  the  particular  circumstances  attending  the  case  of  • 
VTiiliam  Watson,  and  he  having  offered  the  best  vouchers  to  support  his  I 
clum  thsit  hisjpresent  cireumstances  will  admit  of, 

A  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  his  favor,  for  7480  dollars,  on  account 
of  the  rum  mentioned  in  his  memorial  to  be  furnished  to  Francis  Codding- 
ton,  deputy-commissary  general  of  purchases  in  Georgia,  and  for  which  sum 
the  sain  William  Watson  is  to  be  accountable. 

J^esoLvedt'Vhsit  in  the  absence  of  a  general  oflicer,  the  supreme  executive 
-  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  re- 
quested, to  draw  warrants  on  tlie  deputy  pay-master  general  in  that  depart- 
Tiient  for  such  sums  of  money  as  now  are,  or  may  be  hereafter  due  on  account 
of  pay  to  officers  aad  soldiers  who  have  done,  or  are  now  doing  duty  iathst 
state,  or  in  the  state  of  Rhode-ibland. 

*  ConcresB  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  lettftr 
from  Moore  FurmaUy  depuhr  quarter-inaster ;  and  thereupon, 

Utiolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  from  Moore'  Purman,  be  transsiit*  • 
ted  to  his  excellency  governor  Livingston,  aad  to  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  immediately  to  appoint  such 
fluitabie  person  as  shall  be  approved  by  tlie  supreme  executive  authority  of 
the  state  of  New-Jersey,  to  act  as  deputy  quarter-master  in  the  said  state, 
agreeably  to  the  late  regulation  of  the  quarter-master's  department,  in  urtlei 
that  the  measures  therein  provided  for  collecting  forage  and  transporting 
provisions  and  other  public  stores^  may  be  takeu  as  suua  as  possible : 
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That,  antil  siich  deputy  is  so  appointed  and  approved,  Moore  Fttrmali  be 
authorized  to  receive  from  the  state  commissaries  such  quantities  of  forage, 
out  of  the  supplies  purchased  for  the  United  States,  as  maj  be  necessarj  to 
enable  him  to  nirward  tlie  transportation  of  public  stores.;  and  that  governor 
Livingston  be  requested  to  eive  orders  to  the  state  commissaries  to  deliver 
tlie  same  accordinglj,  if  such  order  shall  be  necessarj. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  tlie  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  19th  ot  June  imi  from  major  gen.  Greene,  quarter-master  general ; 
and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  major  gen.  Greene,  quarter- master  general, be  ioformed, 
in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  19th  ot  June  la.at,  that  Congress,  conceiving  it 
to  be  essential  to  the  public  interest,  as  well  as  incident  to  the  nature  of  ail 
offices  entcusted  with  the  disbursement  of  public,  monies,  that  those  who 
exercise  them  diovld  be  responsible  for  such  disbursement,  whether  it  be  made 
immediately  bj  themselves  or  by  a^nts  appointed  by  and  responsible  to 
them, '  cannot,  consistently  with  their  duty  to  tiieir  constituenta,  by  any 
general  resolution,  hold  up  a  contrary  maxim;  but  as  tliey  wish  not  to  expose 
the  faithful  servants  of  tbe  public  to  any  unreasonable  risques  or  losses,  and 
are  sensible  that,  on  the  various  branches  of  the  quarter- master's  department 
abuses  and  frauds  may  possibly  happen,  notwithstandiiiJ^  all  the  customary 
precautions,  that  in  all  such  cases  they  will  determine  on  the  circumstances 
as  they  arise,  and  make  such  favourable  allowances  as  justice  may  require* 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  otwar  and  ordnance  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  procure  with  all  possible  despatch,  615  tons  of  shot  for  battering  cannon, 
aod  947  tuns  of  shells,  of  such  sizes  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  according 
to  the  requisitions  made  by  the  com  mander  in  chief. 
^  The  board  of  admiralty  having  represented  that  tiiere  is  a  Tscancy  of  a 
lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  Saratoga,  and  having  recommended  Mr* 
Abraham  Vandyke  for  that  office. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Vandyke  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  marines^ 
and  that  his  commission  bear  date  the  7th  of  tliis  month,  from  which  time 
he  has  acted  in  that  capacity,  by  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty*  on  board 
the  Saratoga  sloop  of  war. 

TUESDAY,  July  93,  1780. 

A  letter  of  the  20ili,  from  gen.  WasliingLon,  was  read,  inclosing  a  copy  of 
s  letter  of  tbe  same  date  from  brigadier  gen.  Maxwell,  requesting  leave  to 
mign:  •  ' 

&solvedt  That  the  resignation  of  bri|;adier  gen.  Maxwell  be  accepted.  ^ 
Besolved^  ThatMarearet  Corbln  receive  annually,  do rtng'her  natural  life* 
ene  complete  suit  of  clothes  out  of  the  public  stores,  or  the  value  thereof  in 
^oncy,  in  addition  to  4he  provision  made  for  her  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
July  6th,  1779. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  monsieur  la  Clause  receive  one  year's  pay  as  lieut.  in  the 
legion  late  Pulaski's,  and  that  the  sum  of  8000  dcdliirs,  in  continental  cur- 
rency, be  granted  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Euiope. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  assistant-quarter  master  general, 
to  reside  near  Congress,  and  the  ballots  beioij;  taken,  Charles  Pettit,  esq. 
was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated  bj  Mr.  Anastroug.  ^ 
.On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania, 

ilesobnl.  That  the  supreme  executive  of  the  several  states,  which  ai^ 
called  upon  to  furnish  wagons  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  allowance  for  tbe  hire  of  wagons  as  they  shall  think 
adequate^  until  deputy-q«airter-mas|^  are  appointed  for  the  states  respec* 
tively. 
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A  report  from  the  boMd'of  tf^ainry  was  tewi :  Wkweupon, 
Resolved^  That  the  interest  doe  on  the  certificates  issued  imm  ikt  Iw 
office  in  the  state  of  Nortli-Carolma  be  referred  to  that  oiiice  for  payment,  to 
which  office  Mile  of  eidiaage  have  been  eevt  for  tlie  pofpeie  of  pajiog  suck 

fclterest. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  M'hom  was  referred  the  letlier^  the  tdth  kfm 
sir  James  Jay,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Xesolved,  That  a}tho!i'j;h  sir  James  Jay  has  ^^urtVred  ronsidentbl  v  b?  the 
depreciation,  in  common  with  many  other  patrioiic  and  virtunus  citizens  of 
these  states,  yet  it  is  inexpedient  to  give  any  relief  in  tiie  case  stated  in  his 
letter  of  July  18th,  ITbO. 

Meifhed,  That  to  enable  the  board  of  war  to  execute  the  authority  vested 
ift  then  hj  Ibe  reeobitioii  of  the  Mtb,  for  tbe  purpoeo  of  ibot  aad  eheUa)  they 
be  etpplied  with  tbe  emn  of 4,000,000  of  dollare,  aod  Ibai  tbejr  be  autberind 
to  coBtraet  lor  the  whole  quafitity  of  sbolaad  eholk  meatteMd  m  the  leee- 
Intion  afevetald,  on  the  heel  lermt  possible,  and  agree,  on  behalf  of  the  Unit- 
ed totes,  to  make  payment  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent  in  the  oorrencyof 
these  states, attach  periods  shall  be  mutuall^  aifreod  o» between  the  said 
board  and  the  manufacturers,  with  interest  at  six  per  oent»  f&t  nnnaB,  fiM 
aiich  times  as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  the  said  board. 

That  the  said  board  be  t\?rnished  with  the  further  sum  of  435,000  dallarj, 
for  the  purpose  of  prociirin;;  ti^e  articles  of  military  alorea  eoumerated  ia  tJutls 
second  e^tim^te  ^f  tbe  ^4ih  inst. 

WEDNESDAY,  Julif  £6,  178a 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Brown,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

E^toMit  That, Joseph  Brown,  surgeon  to  the  Tth  Pennsylvania  rcgmeiitf 
have  leave  of  abeence  for  eight  nontha* 

The  oomaitttee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  letter  from  the  miaiiter  of 
France,  brought  in  a  renort;  Whereupon,  * 

Eemdved,  That  the  mgatea  Tmmbull,  Confederacy,  and  Deane^andthe 
aloopof  war  Saratoga,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  ^en.  Washin^n,  to  be 
employed  in  co-operatiBK  with  the  fleet  of  hia  molt  Chriatiaa  aiiy[eety,  com- 
manded by  admiral  the  mvalierde  Temaj>  in  anj^naval  enterpnzesea  the 
iioasts  of  North -Am  erica. 

Areport  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Mesolved,  That  Ezekiel  Cheever,  e«q.  and  liciiteiuint-col.  David  Masnn, 
who  have  been  employed  at  Sprin^tit  ld,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
in  the  department  of  the  commissary -general  uf  military  store^i  be  excused 
from  further  .service  at  that  post : 

That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized  and  directed  to  remoire 
anj  vnnecetsary  officera  at  that  and  any  other  post  in  the  department  of  the 
commissary-pneral  of  nilitary  stores,  and  to  arrange  the  affiiire  of  the  whole 
department  in  such  manner  as  tbej  shall  deem  meet  conducive  to  the  public 
aer^ae»  rojporting  their  proceedings  to  Congress* 

» 

THURSDAY,  July  27,  1780. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that,  during  the  war,  the  states  be  supplied  with 
commissions,  bonds  and  instructions,  for  private  armed  vessels,  and  that  the 
iMinds  ^iven  by  the  commanders  of  the  said  vessels  be  returned  into  the  of* 
fice  of  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Conii^ress  assembled  : 

Ordered,  That  the  commissions  sic^ned  by  the  president,  aiid  attested  by 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  a<huiralty,  together  with  the  instructions  and 
blank  bonds,  be  lodged  in  the  ollice  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  and  isssed 
from  thence  to  the  several  states,  on  the  rei^uisitiou  of  the  supreme  eieett*  * 
tive  powers  of  the  said  states  respectively : 


Digitized  by  Google 


iOU&KALS  OF  CONGR£SS|  179^  Ml 

TbatHie  bondi  •newted  hy  the  c^mmMuicrs  of  the  private  armed  vessels* 
to  whon  CMiiiiMMiiS  are  w  my  be  giveii,  be  ledger  id  the  office  of  tbe  se- 
cretary of  Cen^ss : 

'  That  an  sccount  be  kej^  in  the  said  office  of  the  commis^^imis,  bonds»afWl 
instructions  sent  to  the  several  8tetet»  and  ef  the  boodft  reUiroed  bjrtiieni  ri* 
•jMctivelj  into  tbe  said  e^e. 

FRIDAY,  ^a/^  28,  1780. 

T^e^olvpd,  That  until  tlie  further  order  of  Congress,  Robert  Patton,  mes- 
senger, and  William  Hurt  ie,  door-keeper  to  Congress,  be  allowed  for  thrir 
services  at  the  rate  of  40  dollars  a  daj,  continental  currencj,  from  the  20th 
day  ot  April  last.       '  ' 

toogresstook  into  consideration  the  report  ot  the  board  of  war  on  the  pe- 
titiat  ef  Bobert  JeWeM ;  Wherenpon, 

JKesoiwHl,  That  the  faHhcr  order  of  Coneress,  there  be  allowed  to 
ftobart  Jeorelli  koopor  of  the  oew  gaol»  hhPbitadelphM»  40  dotlars  a  daj ;  to 
each  of  his  assistaiits  50  doHars  a  daj,  and  to  his  tomkej  30  dollars  a  day* 
in  the  prenent  oStttiilODtel  cimitibjri  in  full  for  their  services  and  subslslencet 
and  that  tUs  wereisod  pa/  oommeaoe  on  the  tifot  day  of  March  last 

MONDAY,  Jui^  Si,  irao. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  the  chambers  of  ae- 
rounts  ;  and  the  ballots  heinp;  taken,  Mr.  JameS  M'Caii  was  elected*  having 
been  previously  nominal ed  by  Mr.  Kinloch. 

The  b«»ard  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  26th*  from  the 
hon.  the  minister  of  France,  brout^ht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

liesohed.  That.  ae;reeably  to  the  request  of  the  himorable  the  minister  of 
France,  the  board  ui  war  be  authorized  to  take  such  measures  relJiting  to  the 
sabsistence  of  the  recruits  which  shall  be  inlisted  into  the  service  of  his  most 
Chriatuui  majesty,  oat  of  the  Gernun  deserters  from  the  enemy,  as  the  said 
hoard  shall  deem  proper. 

WBDNESDAY*  Jingmt  2»  17^0. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  commHtee  on  the  letten 
of  July  18th,  20th* and  21st»from  the  committee  at  hea^-quarters. 

The  first  paragraph  being  read,  viz. 

That  the  subject  matter  of  the  quarter-master  general's  letter  to  the  said 

committee  at  camp,  so  far  as  it  rei2;ards  his  rps]M)nsibility,  has  been  already 
fletermined  by  Con^^rcss ;  and,  as  the  committee  knew  that  the  quarter- 
master general  had  requested  the  sense  of  Congress  oa  so  important  a  sub- 
ject, they  ought  not  to  nave  interfered  therein. 

Rmolmd,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  second  parai^r  aph  be  re-committed. 

The  third  paragraph  being  read,  viz. 

That,  upon  the  representation  made  in  the  said  committee's  letter,  of  the 
deficiencjr  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  incombent  on  Congress,  in  duty 
to  the  United  States,  and  in  justice  to  Pennsylvatiat  to  reqaest  the  said  stafe^ 
through  their  delegates^  to acqoaint  Congress,  as  precisely  as  possible,  what 
SBpplies  they*  have  actaally  made  for  the  army*  in  nnrsaanco  of  requisitions 
made  to  them  for  that  parposes 

Resolved,  That  Congress  a^ree  to  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  that  part  of  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from  tliO- 
coinmittee  at  camp,  whirh  relates  to  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war  to  gen. 
Washington,  be  rtfi  ned  to  the  board  of  war,  for  their  consideration: 

That  the  letters  ol  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  to  major-g'eneral  Greene,  quar- 
ter-master general*  inclosed  in  the  letter  of  the  committee*  be  referred  to  the 
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board  of  war  j  and  that  the  board  confer  with  Mr«  Holker  on  the  subject*  if 
they  think  necessary : 

That  the  memorial  from  col.  Hazpn,  with  the  paperg  inclosed,  and  the 
letter  from  Lewis  Garanger,  both  which  are  incldsed  and  referred  to  m  the 
letter  from  the  committee,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  but  that  the 
comnattce  at  camp  be  informed  that  the  said  memorial  and  letter,  together 
with  other  applications  made  to  them,  and  which  seem  to  have  employed 
their  tiiue  and  attention,  should  liave  been  made  directly  to  Congress,  and 
the  committee  should  thus  have  informed  their  applicants. 

THURSDAT,  Augiut  S»  1790. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read :  Wherenpon, 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  William  TvmbuU  be  referred  to  Ae 
board  of  admiralty,  and  that  the  board  either  accept  or  refuse  the  bills  men- 
tioned in  the  saldf  memorial,  as  they  may  deem  just  and  reasonable  ;  and  if 
the  said  bills,  or  any  of  them,  be  accepted,  that  &e  board  of  treasury  be  re- 
quired to  provide  the  means  of  payment. 

Resolved,  That,  for  payment  of  interest  due  on  loan-office  certiUcateSi 
the  sum  of  456,000  dollars  be  prepared,  undertbeir  direction,  agreeably  toa 
resolution  oi  Congress,  dated  (he  2Hth  of  May,  1778,  in  setts  of  exchange, 
on  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  of  the  foi lowing  denominations,  viz. 

1000  setts  of  36  dollars  each,   •      36,000    200  setts  of  300  doUanead^    -  60,000 

2000  do.  of  60    do.      -      -  120,000   

3000  do.  of  130    do.      •      •    S40,000  ^"^6,000 

Whereas  the  pi  csent  invaded  situation  of  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  renders  it  expedient  that  the  loan-offices  in  the  said  states,  respec- 
tively, be  removed  to  some  place  of  security,  until  such  time  when  they  may 
be  re-estabKshed  with  safety : 

lUsolvedt  That  all  moneys,  books,  and  papers,  appertaining  to  the  conti- 
nental loan -offices  tn  the  states  of  SiMith-Carolina  ana  Geor^a,  be  deposited 
and  remain  in  some  place  of  safety,  as  contiguous  as  possible  to  the  said 
states,  to  be  approved  by  the  executive  authority  of  such  states  respectively, 
until  the  saia  offices  may  be  re -established  in  the  aforesaid  states^  respec- 
tively, with  convenience  and  safety  t 

That  until  such  offices  be  so  fixed,  and  public  notice  given  thereof,  and  also 
a  notihcation  to  the  board  of  treasury,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  be 
empowered  to  pay  all  interest  t}iat  is  or  shall  be  due  on  certificates  issued 
irom  either  of  the  offices  afor  iMaid,  in  the  &aine  manner  that  such  interest 
is  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  comimssioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices. 

SATURDAY,  Jiugust  5,  irso. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tiile  committee  on  the 
letter  of  July  26th,  from  major-general  Greene;  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  the  absolute  refusal  of  major -gen*  Greene,  at  this  important 
crisi'Sy  to  act  under  the  newarrangeincnt  of  the  quarter-master  generates' de- 
partment, has  made  it  necessary  niat  the  office  of  quarter-ipaster  general  be 
immediately  filled.  ^ 

Congress  took  inso  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  30th  of  June  last,  from  brig.  gen.  Moultrie  ;  Whereupon, 

i?esok*erf.  That  whenever  C entire ss  shall  be  properly  notified  of  the  breach 
of  parole  given  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to 
the  enemv,  and  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  same  shall  be  ascertained, 
Congress  will  take  such  order  thereon  as  the  law  of  nations  and  the  rules  of 
•war  shall  require,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  there  is  no  cause  to  apprehend,  ' 
fioio  any  such  iiistaiice  said  tu  have  happened,  that  prisoners  who  nave  duly 
Qbservetl  their  paroles  can,  upon  any  just  principle,  incur  the  dangerof  SHI- 
ferini^by  means  of  miscouduct  of  any  other. 
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jResolved,  That  capt.  George  Turner  be  discliarfyed  from  the  (iflBceof  com- 
missary of  prisoners,  and  that  !ie  deliver  to  brigadier  Moultrie  the  bills  of  ex- 
change which  were  '>;iven  to  him  bv  major-gen.  Lincoln»and  brig.  gen.  Moul- 
trie, dolivor  the  said  bills  back  to  Mr.  Abraliam  Livingston,  the  drawer, 
taking  receipt,  and  make  return  of  the  amount  of  the  said  bills  to  the 
board  of  treasury. 

JResolved,  That  brig.  gen.  Moultrie  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  suitable  person  to  act  as  commissary  of  prisoners  in  Charleston,  and 
retnm  the  name  of  the  person  appointed  to  Congress  for  their  apprutmtion, 
if  they  shall  judge  proper. 

Hesolved,  unamnunmy.  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  qnar 
ter-master  general : 

Congress  accordingly  proceeded,  and  the  ballots  being  taken»  Mr.  Timo- 
thy Pickering  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
the  terms  on  which  Timothy  Pickering,  esq.  shall  serve  as  quarter-master 
general  :  the  mLtiibers  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

The  committee  appointed  to  re[)(>rt  the  terms  on  which  T.  Pickering  shall 
serve  as  quarter-master  genera!,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Jtesolved,  That  Timothy  Pic  ket  uij^,  esq.  having  been  appointed  quarter- 
master general  upon  an  extraordinary  emergency,  be  continued  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  war ;  but  that  tiie  exercise  of  all  his  powers  at  the  said  board, 
and  his  pay  as  a  member  ihereol^  be  suspended  during  such  ttm'e  as  he  shall 
continue  quarter-master  eeneral : 

That,  While  he^hcdds  ue  oflke  of  quarter-master  ^neral»  he  hare  the 
rank  of  colonel,  apd  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  brigidier-generaU  over  and 
a]x>ve  the  pay  allowed  the  quarter-master  general  in  the  late  arrangement 
of  the  quarter-master's  department. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state^of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia ;  Where- 
upon, 

RpHolved^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  informed,  it  is  the  sense  of 
Congress,  the  land  and  naval  forces,  as  well  of  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
as  thewe  United  States,  or  such  part  thereof  as  he  shall  think  necessary,  be 
employed  in  the*  manner,  and  at  the  time  that  shall  appear  to  him  most 
convenient  for  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  tVom  their  several  posts,  in  the 
states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  that  he  concert  with  the  officers 
commanding  the  fleet  and  army  othis  most  Christian  majesty,  the  proper 
measures  for  this  purpose,  and  carry  such  measures  into  execution^  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  any  plan  of  operation  formed  against  the  enemy,  as  the 
more  immediate  objects  of  the  present  campaign. 

That  the  commander  in  chiet  (if  he  shall  think  it  necessary)  concert  with 
the  proper  officers  and  ministers,  such  plan  of  operations  to  be  undertaken 
by  any  other  of  his  most  Christian  majesty's  forces,  or  by  the  forces  of  bts 
Catholic  majesty  now  combined  in  the  West  Indies,  or  to  be  drawn  from 
the  province  of  Louisiana,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  either  immediatelj,  or  in 
their  effect,  facilitate  or  assist  the  proper  enterprise. 

That  Congress  will,  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  properly  informed  bv  the 
commander  in  chief,  make  the  necessary  requisition  from  the  states  for  supr 
plies,  and  afford  every  other  aid  and  assistance  in  their  power  for  promoting 
and  eflfectually  prosecuting  the  undertaking. 

That  the  recYuits  now  raising  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  filling  up  their 
quota  of  continental  troops,  be  marched  as  soon  as  possible  to-  join  the 
Bottti^em  army,  under  the  command  of  major  gen.  Gates. 

MONDAY,  AiLgiist  7,  1780, 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  T.Pickering,  was  read,  notifyiog  his  accept^ 
ance  of  the  o£&ce  of  quarter-master  general. 
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A  report  from  the  board  ot  admiralty  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Fesolved,  That  any  officer  who,  bv  virtue  of  his  coinmissloii  or  warrant, 
hath  served,  or  hereafter  shall  serve,  on  board  any  ship  of  war  of  guM 
and  upwards,  belonging  to  tlie  navj  of  these  states,  and  shall  thwfcaftM 
serve  la  the  Rame  rank  on  board  tDT  other  vesori  of  inferior  force,  ml 
officer  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  he  was  entitled  to  when  serring  in  t 
ehip  of  20  guns  and  upwards ;  any  resolution  to  the  contrary  nolwitetelid- 

.  The  board  of  admlraltj,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Mj  dS^  hm 

gov.  Lee,  of  Maryland,  report. 

That  the  Ti  umbull,  Deane,  Coofedemej  and  Saratoga,  are  the  onlj  ships 
that  are  or  will  be  ready  for  sea  this  season;  that  these  ships,  bj  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  26th  of  Jul  v  last,  are  put  under  the  direction  of  iren.  Wash- 
ington, to  be  employed  in  co-operatini;  witli  the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  commanded  by  the  admiral  chevalier  de  rernay,  and  therefore  it 
is  at  present  impracticable  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  governor  and 
council  of  Maryland: 

Resolvedt  That  Congress  ag^ee  to  the  said  report. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  lettsi 
of  Julj  10th»  from  gen.  Washington ;  Whereupon, 

Rimoedi  That  gen.  Washin^on  be  and  he  is  hereby  auHlorfzeil  to  dkish 
tuate  an  exchange  of  officers,  either  on  the  footing  of  eqdal  rank,  or  on  con* 
position,  or  both,  as  the  cases  may  respectively  require,  eonftning  the  ex* 
change  on  that  of  composition  to  officers  oolv.  and  h^vfaig  doe  re|^rd  to  the 
order  of  captivity ;  such  exchange  to  be  rendered  is  extensire  as  pOfloiMe  in 
its  execution,  so  as  not  only  to  include,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  prisoners 
of  war,  but  also  the  officers  of  the  convention  troops,  now  on  p«rol««i 
Kew-York. 

Ordered^  That  Ihe  board  nf  war  form  and  report  an  estimate  of  supplies 
for  the  subsistence  and  clothinj^  ot  tlu:  officers  hel<in;;ing  to  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  or  who  were  taken  in  their  service  and  remain  prisoners  of 
war,  eitlier  at  New-York  or  South-Carolina,  or  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States,  and  for  making  good  to  the  privates,  prisoners  in  those  places,  the 
deficiency  of  the  short  rations  allowed  to  them  by  tlie  enemy,  ana  providKng 
them  with  necessary  clothing ;  and  also  of  the  contin8;ent  charges  thd  nnsy 
be  occasioned  by  sickness  among  the  prisoners;  nnd  that  they  report  iM 
wars  and  means  by  which  (he  above  mentioned  supplies  may  be  beol  fnr* 
nished. 

Ordered^  That  gen.  Washington  take  the  necessary  steps  for  establishing 
a  resident  commissary  of  prisoners  at  New-York,  and  major  gen.  Gates 
another  in  South-Carolina  or  Georgia,  to  have  the  care  of  prisoners  in  tboss 

places,  according  to  the  usage  and  customs  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  South-(>aro!ina  and  Georgia  brou|^t  IB  S 
farther  t  epDrt,  wliich  was  taken  into  ronMvderation  ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  'lhatthe  balance  of  the  (juotaof  ten  millionsof  dollars,  required 
of  the  conuiiouvveaitli  of  Virginia  by  the  act  of  ('ongress  of  May  19,  1780, be 
apprt»pnated  to  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  continental  army  in  the  south- 
ern department,  and  that  the  executive  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  send  on 
the  same  when  collected,  to  major  gen.  Gates,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  as  he  shall  direct. 

Congress  having  been  informed,  that  many  persons  in  the  soBthem  de- 
p^rtment,  from  Virginia  to  Georgia,  inelnsive,  have  shewn  a  iviltingness  to 
serve  as  volunteer  horsemen,  finding  their  own  horses  and  accoutrements, 
durini^  the  present  campaign ;  and  being  also  folly  convinced  of  theneeessity 
of  having  a  body  of  horse  in  the  field  to  serve  in  that  department : 

Mmlved,  That  it  be  recommonded  to  the  execatives  of  the  said  states* 
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icspcctivelj,  to  encourage  and  promote  the  raiiing  a  corps  of  voliiBtoer- 
horsemen,  not  exceeding  500  in  the  whole,  submitting  to  major-m.  (Hto» 
the  number  that  shall  be  raised  inefcb  state,  and  that  thej  be  authorized  to 
give  the  foUewing' assurances  on  behalf  of  Congress : 

That  officers  and  privates*  80  serving  as  volunteer  horsemen  in  the  aoutfi- 
era  departmentydnrins;  the  present  campaign,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  sAme 
paj  and  rations  as  officers  and  privates  of  the  continental  light-dragoons^ 
Willi  an  advance  of  one-sixth  of  atloUar  in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent, 
per  day,  for  the  use  of  their  horses  ;  such  pay,  rations,  and  allowance,  to 
eoTpmence  from^the  time  of  their  arrival  at  lunKi-fiuartors,  or  joining  any 
tU't;ichment  of  the  southern  ai my,  by  order  of  major-gen.  Gates ;  provided 
that  such  horsemen  shall  engage  to  serve  during  the  campaign,  or  at  least  for 
the  term  oi  lour  muiitlis,  after  they  shall  joiu  the  army«  or  a  detachment 
liiereof,  unless  soont  r  discharged , 

1  hat,  if  any  hoi  se!»  bt^luti^ing  to  such  voluateers  shall  be  killed  or  una- 
voidably lost,  while  in  actual  service.  Congress  will  credit  the  state  tdWhicb 
the  owners  of  such  horses  belonged  for  the  value ;  provided,  that  such  horses 
shall  have  been  properly  valued,  on  oath,  aereeablj  to  the  laws  of  the  said 
states,  as  in  cases  of  horses  impressed,  and  fliat  the  valuation  do  not  eiceed 
100  dollars  in  specie  for  one  horse. 

TUESDAY,  ^u^t  8,  1780. 

The  board  of  war,  to  wfmm  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ck^^ 

brought  in  a  report  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,Thiit  the  s!im  of  14,0t)0  dollar*  be  paid  to  William  Clajon,  secre- 
tary to  major-geu.  Uaies,  on  account,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  join  tl|e 
bouLhern  army,  and  for  his  pay  and  subsistence  money,  up  to  this  day. 

Resolved^  That  in  future  he  be  allowed  iour  rations,  the  value  of  thiee  of 
theta  lo  be  paid  him  in  bubsiattnce  money,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
August  18,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  of  July  £0,  from  getf. 
Washi  ugton  and  brigadier-gen .  Max  we  1 1 ,  re[)ort. 

That  hitherto,  when  an  officer  resigned  his  commission  itt  our  army,  he 
also  resigned  all  pretensions  to  any  rewards  or  benefits  arising  from  bis  ^jh 
pointment  1  nor  would  it  be  politic  or  just  that  officers  quitting  the  service, 
before  the  termination  of  tne  war,  should  receive  the  like  rewarde  with 
those  who  continue  in  service  until  it  be  brought  to  a  period  :  it  i»  however 
consistent  with  the  intention  of  Congress,  as  exprcssen  in  the  resolution  of 
Hie  10th  day  of  April  last,  that  officers  whose  resignations  are  accepted  by  * 
Congress,  aiUr  tliat  resolve,  should  enjoy  all  the  benefits  accruing  therefrom, 
as  will  appear  by  the  proviso  at  the  close  of  the  resolution,  (iie  terms  thereof 
clearly  couiprehending  brigadiei -gen.  Maxwell's  case,  the  board  Conceive  no 
.iuriher  act  of  Congress  necessary  ; 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  board  ol  adiiuiaiLy,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  capt.  Henry 
Mitchell,  report. 

That  the  vessel  and  cargo  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  as  having  been 
seized  by  capt  Nicholson,  of  the  continental  frigate  Beane,  being  ubelled 
in  thft  maritime  court  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  is  in  course  of  pro- 
cedure to  bring  the  legality  of  the  capture  to  a  docieioni  and  therefore,  it  ii 

inexpedient  for  Congress  to  interfere  in  the  matter ; 
Jtesolvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report* 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  IL  Hollingsworth,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treasury  enquire  into  the  circumstance  or 

the  supposed  forgery  of  Robert  Anderson's  name  to  a  receipt,  offered  as  n 
Voj^lU.  .64 
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voucher,  in  support  of  the  accounts  of  H.  HoUiDgswortb,  and  report  la 
Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jtugtia  9, 1780, 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  Waltont  geconded  bj  Mr.  Bee, 
.  Metohtd,  That  the  hoard  of  treuurj  be  directed  to  prepare  bills  of  ex- 
change, of  suitable  denominations,  upon  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklia*  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  100,000  dollars  in  specie. 

Besolved,  That  the  bills  be  made  payable  at  90  days  sight. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  hon.  R.  Ixard, 
late  commissioner  to  the  court  of  Tuscany,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  are  cnnvinced  of  the  faithful  endeavours  of  Mr. 
la^ard  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  th*»  cdumiissioii  to  which  he  wa^i  appointed  by 
them  on  the  7th  of  May,  1777,  atiil  approve  of  the  reasons  which  determined 
him  not  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Tuscany. 

FRIDAY,  Jiugtut  11, 1780. 

The  board  of  war»  to  whom  was  referred  the  extract  from  Mr.  Bradford^ 
•letter  of  the  ISth of  July  last,  brought  in  a  report;  Wbereunoo, 

Sesolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  conduct  of  John  Bradford,  contioen- 
tal  agent,  in  delivering  to  the  deputy  quarter  master  general  at  Boston, 
188  pieces  of  ticklenburg,  and  in  delivering  to  Messrs*  Otis  and  Henrjr-  37 
ineces  of  oznaburgs. 

.   Ordered,  Thai  the  committee  appointerl  on  the  13th  day  of  April  last,  fe 
repair  to  head-quarters,  bedischargtd  t  rom  further  attendance  there,  aod  that 
,  they  report  tlieir  proceedings  to  Congress. 

On  motion  of  the  tlelegates  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey : 
lieaolved.  That  Joseph  Borden,  of  Bordenton,  esq.  commissioner  of  tlie 
continental  loan-office  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  or  the  commissioner  of 
.  the  said  office  for  the  time  being,  be  appointed  commissioner,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  endorse  the, bills  of  credit  to  be  issued  bv  the  state 
of  New-Jersey,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  day  of  llElareh  last ; 
and  that,  in  case  ot  the  disability  of  the  said  Joseph  Borden,  or  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  said  loan-office  for  the  time  being,  Joseph  Kirkbrtde,  of  Bor-> 
denton,  aforesaid,  be  appointed  to' endorse  the  said  bills. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  salaries 
ef  the  judges  of  the  court  ot  appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  and  of  the  com- 
ipissioners,  clerks  and  others,  employed  in  the  several  boards,  and  other 
officers  acting  immediately  under  C^mi^ress ;  that  the  same  maybe  paid,  as 
they  cume  due,  in  specie,  or  other  current  money  equivalent;  and  that  after 
they  are  ascertained  and  fixed,  no  further  advances  be  made  on  account  of 
salary:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  H(>u»t(m,Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  ShermjT. 

The  comiiiittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Mr.  Izard,  laid 
before  Congress  an  account  exhibited  by  iMr.  Izard  against  the  United 
States  for  his  expenses  and  salanr,  in  which  a  balance  of  d2,llS  Uvresia 
stated  to  be  due  to  Mr.  I%ard Wliereupon, 

Beaolwdf  That  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  hon.  Ralph  Izard,  the  sum  of  52,113  li- 
vres  tournois,  out  of  such  moneys  as  he  shall  borrow,  for  the  use  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  in  Holland. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  informed  that  it  is  not  the  sense 
of  Congres?,  by  agrcein*  with  their  report  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Mitchell, 
that  persons  coming  with  their  effects  t(»  settle  in  these  United  States,  or  per- 
sons removing  their  property  from  the  dominions  of  Great-Britain,  who  can, 
by  protections  obtained  from  any  of  the  ministers  of  these  United  States, 
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make  it  appear  tJiat  their  design  was  only  to  remove  their  property  from  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  or  who  are  bringing  arms,  ammunition  or  military 
stores,  to  these  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  resolutioa  ot  March  S3d, 
177 should  be  molested  by  unoecessary  suits. 

SATUftDAY,  Jiugtist  12,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier-gen.  Moultrie  make  return  of  the  person  whom 
he  shall  appoint  comm'ssary  of  prisoners  in  Charleston,  to  major-general 
Gates,  or  the  commaDding  omcer  in  the  southern  department,  for  his  appro* 
bation  ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  xm^  5vti  as  requires  brigadier-' 
gen.  Moultrie  to  make  return  to  Congress,  be  and  is  hereby  repealed.        -  ( 

Tiie  board  of  war  report, 
.  That,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  July  26th,  they  have  enquired  into  the 
state  of  the  department  of  military  .stores ;  and  upon  matare  deliberatioOf- 
propose  to  retain  in  service  one  commissary^general  of  military  stores,  one 
deputy  commissary-general,  one  commissary  at  Springfield,  one  commissary 
at  Carlisle,  one  commissary  in  A^rginia,  and  two  or  three  other  commissar 
ries,  or  deputy  comnlissaries,  at  some  sul>ordinate  posts  and  stations  : 

They  also  propose  to  retain  but  one  oihcer  to  each  company  Qf  artificers, 
who,  with  his  Serjeants,  will  be  competent  to  the  proper  direction  of  his  men. 

That  the  pay  of  a  commissary  of  military  stores  be  not  less  than  360,  nor 
more  than  1750  dollars  per  nionUi  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  deputy  commissary,  or  a  conductor  of  military  stores, 
be  not  less  tnan  S40,  nor  more  than  1000  dollars  per  month :  , 

That  the  pay  of  the  clerks  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  war  and  prdnance,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  merit  and  services : 

That  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  artillery  artificers  be  900  dollars  per  month ; 
a  captain*Iieutenant  75Q  dollars  per  month ;  a  lieutenant  600  dollars  per 
month ;  a  serjeant  from  150  to  200  dollars  per  month  ;  a  corporal*  acting  as 
a  foreman  in  any  branch  of  work,  the  same  pa^  as  a  seijeant : 

Other  corporals  and  drummers,  fifers  and  privates^  from  SO  to  130  dollacs 
per  month  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  commissaries,  dcputv  commissaries  and  conductors, 
to  be  confined  within  the  limits  before-mentioned,  he  fixed  according  to  their 
respective  merit  and  services,  by  tlie  bdard  of  war  and  ordnance: 

That  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  privates  be  fixed  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  merit  and  services,  within  the  limits  before-men- 
tioned, by  the  major  part  oi  their  commissioned  officers^  who  shall  meet  to- 
gether monthly  for  that  purpose :  ^  . 

That  a  daily  ration  of  forage  be  allowed  only  .to  such  commissaries  and 
conductors  of  military  stores^  whose  frequent  travelling  shall,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  board  of  war,  require  the  same. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  this  report,  and  that  the  same  be  car* 
ried  into  esecution  until  the  further  order  of  Con{>:res8. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  me* 
morial  of  the  general  officers  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedf  That  the  said  jjeneral  officers  be  inff)rmed  that  Congress  have 
at  no  time  been  unmindful  of  the  milit  ity  virtues  which  have  distinguished 
the  army  of  the  United  States  through  the  course  of  this  war;  and  that  it 
lias  been  constantly  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  their  care,  not  only  to 
provide  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  army,  but  to  gratify  their  reaboua* 
ble*  desires,  so  far  as  th«  public  exigencies  would  admit : 

That  patience,  self-denial,  fortitude  and  perseverance,  and  the  cheerfiil 
sacrifice  of  time  and  health,  are  necessary  virtues  which  both  tiie  ciiizeii' 
and  soldier  are  called  to  exercise,  while  struggling  for  the  liberties  of  their 
country ;  and  that  moderation,  frugality  and  temperaoce,  must  be  among  the 
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diief  supports,  as  well  as  the  brightest  ornaments,  af  that  kind  of  civil  glH 
T^rnment  which  Is  wisely  instituted  by  the  several  states  ifi  this  VUMl  s  i 

TM  it  bit  been  recommeoded  te  the  several  states  to  make  covpeosftli«i 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  them  respective!  j  belonging,  for  the  de^ecia* 
tion  of  their  pay ;  and  4hat  Congress  will  take  speed  y  measnres  for  liqnidat- 
iDg  and  paying  what  is  due  on  that  account*  to  the  officers  aad  soklieni  who 
do  not  belong  to  tho  qoota  of  any  state  : 

That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August,  1780,  the  armj  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receiye  their  paj»  as  stated  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1777,  in 
the  new  bills  emitted  purs^nt  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
March  last : 

That  the  ofBcers  shall  hereafter  be  allowed  five  dollars  per  UOBth^  in  the 
S^id  new  bills,  for  each  retained  ration: 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress  a  H^t  of  the  offi- 
cers not  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any  state,  with  an  account  of  the  balance 
due  to  each,  to  make  their  pay  good  for  ^ast  services,  a^ieeubiy  to  Uie  resolu* 
^on  of  Congress  of  the  10th  day  of  Aprd  last : 

That  such  of  the  states  as  have  not  made  compensation  to  their  officers 
tnd  soldiers,  agreeabi/  to  the  recommendation  of  August  irth»  1779,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  re(}uested  to  doit  as  soon  as  oossible : 
.  That  the  provision  for  granting  lands,  by  tne  resolution  of  September  16th, 
1776p  be  and  is  hereby  extended  to  the  general  officers,  in  the  followiog 
proportion  :  to  a  major-general  1100  acres  ;  a  brigadier-general  850  acres: 

That  the  officers  of  the  army  be  furnished,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  two 
months'  pay,  on  account,  to  relieve  their  present  wants,  mentioiied  in 
their  memorial. 

TUESDAY,  August  15,  1780. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  (jf  treasury,  to  wh(^in  w^is  r-eferrcd  a  motion  res- 
pecting the  ijaie  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  by  the  resolution  of  the 
9th,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  uioneys  arising  from  the  sale  : 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  of  exchange  directed  to  be  prepared  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  9th,  on  the  honorable  Benjamin  FrankKn,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  to  the  amount  of  100,000  dollars  specie, 
bemled  up  by  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  stnie 
.of  Pennsylvania,  and  made  payable  to  Josefh  Clay,  deputy  pay-master  ge- 
neral in  the  southern  department,  or  order: 

That  the  said  bills  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Joseph  Clay,  to  be  sold  at 
par  for  specie,  or  bills  emitted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of 
^  Miii  cli  last,  or  for  other  moneys,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  board 
qf  treasury,  or  to  be  disposed  of  for  provisions  and  necessaries  for  the  army, 
on  the  best  terms  that  can  be  obtained,  for  the  United  States: 

That  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale,  be  applied  under  the  direction  ot 
the  comaiiimliiig  officer  in  the  southern  department,  to  the  purchase  of  pro- 
visions and  other  supplies  absolutely  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
southern  army  ;  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Clay  be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to 

Sive  regular  and  constant  information  to  the  board  of  treasury  respecting 
[ie  sale  of  the  bills  and  the  application  of  the  moneys  aforesaid ;  and  that 
the  aforesaid  Joseph  Clay,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  sonthem  de- 
partment, he  charged  in  the  treasury  oookS|  with  the  aforesaid  bills,  amount- 
ing to  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars  specie. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  pur- 
suant to  (jhe  order  of  the  8th,  and  the  letter  from  U,  Hollingsworth ;  Where- 
upon, 

Bemlved,  That  all  the  papers  relative  to  a  supposed  forgery  in  the 
youcbera  of  accQuuts  of  Uenry  lioUingsworth,  menUoned  in  the  order  of  die 
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20th  of  July  last,  with  the  names  of  tlie  Nviuiessesj,  be  sent  by       bcmrd  of 
treasuiy  to' the  executive  of  the  fttate  of  Marjland,  for  the  purpc^  exnress- 
ed  in  the  said  order ;  attih  tbut  tbc  chamber  of  i€C€niit8»  who  exa.jo^j 
wid  /vwieh«r8t  fumiah  the  said  board  with  the  names  of  such  witL.^^^ 
t|iey  may  think  material*  ^  ^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  9th  from 
Pettit,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Mtfolved,  That  the  assistant  quarter-master  general  be  allowed  one  „ 
more  clerks*  as  the  nature  of  the  service  majr  require,  and  the  board  of  wi^ 
shall  approve. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re -committed  their  report  on  the 
letter  of  gov.  Greene,  brought  in  a  report  :  VVherenpon, 

JResolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  by  the  president  of  Congress 
to  governor  Greene : 

tSiR  :  Your  letter  of  the  S-Sfl  and  95th  of  last  month,  to  the  delegates  of 
your  state,  have  been  laid  before  Congress;  and,  in  answer  thereto,  1  am  to 
acquaint  you,  that  Congress  have  a  proper  sense  of  the  exertions  of  the  state 
of  Rhode>lslaiid  and  Viovldence  Plantations,  in  the  common  cause  ; 

That  any  disbursements  which  may  be  made  by  that  state,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  beyond  its*  quota,  shall  be  reimbursed  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  admit : 

That  Congress  depend  on  the  several  states  for  the  necessary  supplies  of 
money  for  carrying  on  the  war  : 

That  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
18th  of  March  last,  will  yield  a  supply  as  soon  as  the  several  quotas  of  the 
eontinental  bills  of  credit  are  collected  to  be  destroyed  : 

That  the  quota  of  the  aforesaid  bills  for  your  own  state  shall  be  transmit- 
ted as  soon  aa  possible  after  a  copy  of  the  act  complyiug  wilh  the  resolution^ . 
iereceivi-d. 

If  taxes  wet  e  laid,  payable  in  new  bdls  or  specie,  it  would  have  a  good 
tendency  to  introduce  the  said  bills  into  circulation  in  full  crediU 

WEDNESDAY,  August  16,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  May  28th,  from  the  hon.  J.  Jay,  was  read,  informing  that  he 
had  seen  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  November  8th,  1779,  by  which  the  late 
and  former  presMents  are  deidred  to  lodge,  as  soon  as  th^y  conveniently 
€ao,  in  the  secretary's  officoi^  cojpies  of  all  public  letters  by  them  respectively 
yritten  during  dieir  presidentship:  that  after  he  had  resigned  the  chair,  and 
Immediately  on  the  election  of  his  excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  he  de- 
livered to  him  a  book,  containing  copies  of  public  letters  he  had  written, 
during  his  presidentship,  to  be  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office,  which  he  pre- 
sumes was  done  ;  and  that  it  gave  him  concern,  therefore^  to  find  the  resolu* 
tion  made  to  extend  to  him  ;  and  desiring  that  it  may  appear  by  the  entry 
made  on  tije  receipt  of  this  letter,  that  he  bad  done  tKat  part  of  his  duty  in 
season,  and  without  the  express  order  of  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  Jii^'xisMr,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
liesolved.  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  herebv  are,  authorized  to 
honor,  without  turtlier  advice,  such  bills  of  exchange  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  appear  evidently  to  have  been  drawn  by  major-general  Lincoln, 
on  the  pfesidenC  of  Congress,  although  not  contained  in  any  letter  of  advice* 
agreeably  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  S3d 
bf  March  and  10th  of  July  last. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Sd  from  the  count 
Rochambeau,  brought  hi  a  report :  Whereupon, 
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P'x^nlved,  Cungjess  haveajust  j^ense  of  the  %'igilaiice  atJtl  prudeuce 
of  tlu  c omii^"*'^'^  of  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  hUy^  in  taking  the  precautions 


meiitiouet'*''  the  letter  of  Monsieur  the  count  de  Rochanmuii  of  tiieftd  4lf 
Auo^ust  ^  ^^^^  "  ®^     atteDtioQ  to  the  ea«e  aad  covenionoe  of  theiuilitit 
r  j^^g.ltotet.  The  spirit*  gpod  order,  and  discipline  of  the  troops  onder 

h  s  co^^*^'  ^^^^  ^"^^  wannest  approbation. 

committee  to  whom  was  refer^d  the  petition  of  John  P.  Linch,  and 
^eport  of  the  court  of  appeals  thereon,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
jfrdered,  That  John  P.  Linch,  now  confined  in  the  state  prison*  as  a  pri- 
ytter  of  war»  be  discharged. . 

FRIDAY,  Jiugust  18,  1780. 

A  iepoi  tfi  oiu  the  board  of  admiralty  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  necessary  any  longer  to  continue  John  Nixon  and 
John  M.  Nesbit)  esors.  in  their  ajj^eney  for  prizes ;  and  therefore* 

i^etolved*  That  the  said  John  Nixon  and  John  M.  Nesbit.  continsntel 
agents  for  prizes  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania*  be  discharged*  and  that  ttej 
account,  without  delay,  with  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Risolvpd,  That  until  the  further  order  uf  Congress,  the  board  of  admical- 
ty,  ex  officio,  take  charge  and  direct  the  disposition  of  all  prizes  which  nty 
lie  brought  into  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedinjjs  of  the  court-mar- 
tial on  the  trial  of  doctor  Shippea»  director  general*  and  tiierenpon  reaslfsd 
as  follows : 

The  court-martial  having  acquitted  the  said  doctor  Shippen: 
Ordered^  That  he  be  discharged  from  arrest. 

SATURDAY*  Av^Mi  19,  irSO. 

A  letter,  of  thia  day*  from  T.  Pickering,  quarter-master  general*  wasrstdi 

Whereupon, 

JResolvedt  That  major-gen.  Greene,  late  qoarter-master  general,  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  furnish  col.  Pickering,  quarter-master  general,  with 
returns  of  all  buildings,  vessels  and  craft,  horses,  wagons,  stores  and  arti- 
cles, of  what  kind  soever,  in  possession  orunderthe  direction  of  any  officers 
or  persons  employed  under  hnn  in  his  late  department,  and  which  are  occu- 
pied on  account  of  or  belong  to  the  l^uitocl  Stales;  and  also  with  full  in- 
formation  in  writing;  of  all  public  contracts  and  purchases  by  them  made,  of 
v,  hich  the  term-  have  not  been  fully  executed,  or  the  services  or  articles  con- 
tracted lor  ui  purchased  have  not  been  completely  rendered  or  delivered: 

That  in  the  mean  time  he  direct  all  officers  and  others  employed  under 
liim,on  the  demand  of  any  deputy  or  store-keeper  appointed  under  the  plan 
for  regulating  the  quarter-master  general's  department,  to  deliver  to  aadi 
deputy  or  store-keeper»  on  their  producing  their  appointments  respective! 
and  the  orders  of  the  quarter-master  general  to  receive  them,  all  the  arti- 
cles before  enumerated,  and  aoj  others  In  their  possession  or  under  their 
direction,  which  are  occupied  on  account  of  or  belong  to  the  United  Statu, 
together  with  the  written  evidences  of  the  contracts  and  purchases  aforettid 
vhich  yet  remain  unexecuted. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  tbclet* 
ter  of  the  loth  tVoai  gen.  Rutledge,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordi^redy  That  ilie  board  of  treasury  furni si i  governor  Rutledge,  of  f^outh- 
Car(»lina,  with  bills  oi  exchange  drawn  on  the  honorable  Benjamin  Frankiiui 
minister  pienipotentiary  from  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles 
at  60  days  sight,  to  the  aiuuuut  of  2000  dollars,  to  be  charged  in  specie  to 
the  sard  slate  oi  bouth -Carolina.  ' 

MONOAY>  fAvgaU  dl»  1780. . 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasnrj  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
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JResolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  apartitiwiti 
for  the  accuiumodation  of  Uie  treasury^  and  (Kiy  lor  the  same  in  ^^i^op  c«r- 

rent  money  equivalent; 

On  motion  of  the  delej^ates  of  New- York, 

iJeiioi^Lvrf,  That  Abialiam  Yates,  jun.  coinmissioner  of  the  continenis  Jq^^, 
office  for  the  sstate  of  New-York,  or  the  commissioner  ol  the  said  loan  f^^^ 
for  the  time  being,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  commiBsioner,  on  the  pa 
the  United  States,  to  endorse  die  btlle  of  eredlt  to  be  Issued  by  the  statt|> 
New^Yerky  in  fmrsnance  of  the  resolutions  of  Coneress  of  the  16th  daj  v 
March  \M ;  and  that  in  ease  of  the  disability  of  the  said  Abraham  Yates, 
jan.  or  the  commtssionerof  the  said  loan-offic«  for  the  time  being,  Abraham 
0*  Lansing  tie  appointed  to  endorse  the  said  bills. 

TUESDAY,  dugwa  £2.  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  re-commlttrd  the  report  on  the  extract  from  the  letter  of  W#  Denning, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  it  isol  the  utmost  ii!i[)(H  tance  elfectuallv  to  jirevent  the  destruc- 
tion, waste,  embez/.^eiaent  and  misapplication  of  tlie  public  stores  and  pro- 
visions, upon  which  the  existence  ot  the  armies  of  these  United  States  may 
depend,  and  no  adequate  provision  hath  been  made  for  the  just  punishment 
of  delinquents  in  the  departments  of  the  quarter -master  general,  commis- 
sary-general of  purchases,  commissary  general  of  issues,  clothier-general, 
commissary -geoeral  of  roilitarj  stores^  purveyor  of  the  hospitals^  and  hide 
department;  therefore, 

Besoived,  That  every  person  in  any  of  the  said  departments,  intrusted 
with  the  care  of  prpYisions*  or  military  or  hospital  stores,  or  other  property 
of  these  United  States,  who  shall  be  convicted, at  a  general  court-martlai, 
of  having  sold,  without  a  proper  order  for  that  purpose,  embezzled^  or  wil« 
fully  misapplied,  damaged  or  spoiled,  any  of  the  provisions,  horses^  foragOt 
arms,  clothiiig,  ammrinition,  or  other  military  or  hospital  stores,  or  property 
belonging  to  the  United  iStates  of  America,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall  be  directed  by  a  y;eneral  court-martial,  according  to  tiie 
nature  and  degree  of  the  oftVnce,  at  the  discretion  of  such  court;  and  every 
person  in  any  of  the  sdid  departments,  intrusted  as  aforesaid,  who  siiali  be 
convicted  at  ajgcneral  court-inartial  of  having,  through  neglect,  suffered  any 
of  the  articles  aforesaid  to  be  wasted,  spoiled  or  damaged,  shall  suffer  sucb 
punishment  as  the  said  court  shall,  in  their  discretion,  direct,  according  to 
the  degree  of  the  offence* 

Connress  tool^  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  Blr.  Lotbinier ;  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  make  such  an  adjustment  of  the 
account  of  the  Rev,  Lewis  Lotbinier,  as  that  he  may  receive  the  full  benefit 
of  the  stipulation  made  to  him  bv  gen.  Arnold,on  the  26th  of  JanMry,  1776, 
and  confirmed  by  Congress  on  the  10th  of  August  following. 

WEDNESDAY.  August  23.  1780. 

Conrrress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on 
the  k  tter  trc  ni  col.  Pickering,  quarter-master  general,  and  thereupon  came 
-to  the  folhiwinn;  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  no  certificates  issued  in  the  quarter-master's  and  com- 
missary's departments  after  the  15th  day  of  September  neit,  afford  any 
claim  upon  the  United  States,  unless  issued  under  the  following  regulation  s : 

1st.  That  they  be  for  services,  performed  ur  ai  Ucles  purchased  within 
their  respective  departments. 

2dly.  The  qnarter-maater  general  and  commissary  general  shall  them- 
selves sign  all  such  certificates  as  are  issued  in  their  rc«{Setive  departments. 


Digitized  by  Google 


512 


JfOUItNAI^  OF  OONORSfisi,  17101 


Sdly.  AU^^^^  certificates  shall  be  given  ior  specie,  or  other  current  uo- 


;;i^^j\yy.iU  coiUracts  or  pm  chas  vs  made,  for  which  certificates  shall  be 
•    „        be  made  for  specie  value. 

5th'"         articles  so  purchased  shall  be  enumerated  in  such  certificates, 
^vitl*'**  rates  and  prices  thereof;  and  the  prices  shall  be  reasonable  when 
^^reaent  circa mstancei  of  o«r  affairs  are  compared  witk  the  coat  af  arti* 
^of  like  quality,  or  services  perfitrmed,  in  the  rear  1775,  or  triwa 
/mpared  with  the  allowance  bjr  Conj^ss  to  the  United  States,  as  expressed 
their  reso! ution  of  the  S5th  of  Februarr  last*  * 
'    Hesdved,  That  certificates  issued  under  and  agjreeablf  to  the  foregoieg 
regulations,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  aii  per  cent  per  annnm^  from  the  tine 
stipulated  for  payment,  until  paid. 

Resolvedy  That  the  quarter-master  general  and  commissary  general  be, 
anrl  hereby  are  strictly  enjoined  to  make  monthly  returns  of  their  purchases 
and  proceedings  to  the  board  of  wsr,  and  make  uiontlilv  returns,  to  wit^  on 
the  last  day  of  every  month,  to  the  board  ot  treasury,  of  all  certificatea  so 
issued  as  aforesaid. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board. 4f 
war,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
direct  Thomas  Smith,  commiseioner  of  the  continental  leaf(-office»  fst  tlie 
state  of  PennsyWanta,  to  tell,  under  their  direetinQ,  for  specie,  tlm  kUll 
ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  hen.  J*  Jav,  which  were  reserveiLfor  the  nee  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  of  the  United  States,  amennting  to  71,350  deUan, 
specie : 

That  one  half  of  the  specie  iferesaid  be  applied^  under  the  direetuNS*  eC 
the  beard  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  prisoners  of  war  Uk  tfae 

-states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia: 

That  thf  other  half  nf  the  specie  ;i  fores  aid,  be  forwarded,  under  tlie  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  \v:ii-,  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  m  the  middie  de- 
partntent,  for  the  J^Lipydy  c)f  the  prisoners  at  New- York  : 

I'hat  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  prepare  bills 
of  exchange,  to  be  drawn  on  the  hon.  lienjarnin  Franklin,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  at  90  days  sight,  to  the  amount  of  150,000 
dollars^  specie  ;  the  amount  of  the  estimate  from  the  board  of  war.  That 
so  niucl)  thereof  as  will  complete  the  estimate  of  the  beard  ef  war^  Wiseld 
.  for  specie,  aqd  forwarded  to  the  commissaries  ef  prisoners  in  the  middle  mmI 
southern  departments,  under  the  same  regulations,  and  Ivtiiesaew  purposes 
as  nfi^esaid;  the  residue  of  the  150,000  dollars,  to  replace  the  7l«340  dol- 
lars aforesaid,  be  reserved  for  the  specud  direction  ef  Ceopess.  . 

THURSDAY,  Jiugusi  24,  1780., 

Congress  tooknnto  consideration  the  report  Of  ihe  conuDsttee  iA  tlm  me* 
morial  of  the  generat  officers  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  ofticers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  commanding  corps, 
when  in  Ccunp,  be  allowed  to  draw  so  manv  of  the  rations  of  provisions 
heretofore  withheld,  as  the  commander  in  cliief,  or  the  coroinaiider  of  a  se- 
parate army,  shall  jud^e  necessary  ;  but  that  no  proYision  be  issued  for  back 
rations  not  drawn  on  the  days  they  became  due  : 

■  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  subsistence  money,  allowed  to  ofllcers  iu 
lieu  of  the  rations  withheld,  is  not  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  rations,  the  defi- 
clency  shall  hereafter  be  made  up  to  them : 

That  the  resolution  of  the  15th  day  of  May,  1778,  granting  half-paj  for 
seven  years  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  continue  in  service  to  tke 
end  of  the  war,  be  eite&ded  to  the  iM&ws  of  those  officers  who  have  died. 
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or  sb^U  hereafter  die  in  the  service ;  to  commeDce  from  the  time  of  mcIi 
officers'  death,  snd  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years  ;  or  if  there  be  no 
widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage,  the  said  half  pay  be  given 
to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying  as  aforesaid,  if  he  shall  have  left 
any ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states 
to  which  such  ofTicers  belong,  to  make  provision  for  paying  the  samey  oA 
Account  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  restricting  clause  in  the  resolution  of  May  15th,  1778,  granting 
Ijalf-pay  lu  the  officers  for  seven  years,  expressed  in  these  wijrils,  viz. "and 
ni)t  hold  any  office  of  proht  under  these  states,  or  any  of  them,"  be  and  is 
hereby  repealed, 

FRIDAY,  August  26.  1780. 

Pp<^olved,  That  major-f^en.  M'Dou^all  heentitlpt!  to  receive  the  allowance 
of  major-^eii.  in  a  separate  department,  during  the  time  he  cpmmanded  the 
posts  in  tlie  Highlands. 

•    On  motion  of  Mr.  Henrv,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Adams, 

BeHolved,  That  when  the  governors  or  presidents  of  two  or  more  states 
act  in  the  tield  together,  he  wiio  has  been  longest  in  office  hhull  take  rank 
of  all  other  governors  or  presidents^  except  the  governor  or  president  of  the 
state  In  which  they  are ;  who^  in  hia  own  state,  notwithatanding  he  may  be 
youngest  In  office,  always  takes  rank. 

Buolvidt  That  whenever  the  governors  or  preaidents  of  states  act  in  con- 

Junction  with  clionttnental  troops,  they  shall,  for  the  time  they  so  act  in  coa* 
unction,  have  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  line  of  the  army : 
I     Proivided  always,  that  nothing  in  the  above  resolutions  shall  exclude  the 
^vernor  of  any  state  from  a  separate  command  over  the  militia  of  the  state 
m  which  !ip  pregides,  where  Aot  ineonsisteat  with  the  partionlar  views  of  the 

,  COtoinander  in  cliief. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  lavingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Resolved,  That  the  hali  pa  v  of  general  otticers  be  proportioned  to  their  pay. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  i8Lh,  frum  gov.  Rutledge;and  thereupdn, 

Besolved,  That  gov.  Rutledge  be  informed  that  Congress  have  paid,  and 
,  will  ornitinne  to  pay,  attention  to  all  who  have  had  the  misfortune  of  beine 
.  captivated  bgr  the  enemy ;  and  that  those  captivated  at  the  snrrender  m 
Cnarlestoa  will  equally  share  the  care  and  attention  of  Congress  with  tbose 
^  captivated  in  any  otiier  of  the  United  Stetes. 

,     Resolved,  That  the  remaining  part  of  gov*  Rntledge's  lettef»  respecting  a 
.  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  anny  under  msjorogeneral  Gates,  be 
'  referred  to  the  board  war  to  take  order.  ^ 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Walton,  Coi^ress  passed  the 

following  resolutions  ; 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  four  good  pilots  for  the  coasts  and 
bars  ot>^(juth-Carolina  and  Georgia,  are  now  in  this  city  : 

lie^solved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  re- 
tain them  in  the  service  of  these  United  States,  and  engage  them  to  remain 
here  untit  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

JBesoleed,  That  Friday,  the  Ist  of  Sept.  next,  be  assigned  for  electing  a 
menber  of  the  covrt  of  appeals*  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.Hosmer,  deceased* 

SATURDAY,  August  26,  1780. 

Resolved.  That  the  resolution  of  December  Srth,  1779,  ordering  that  the 
post-office  be  so  regulated  as  that  the  post  shall  set  otit  and  arrive  at  the 
place  where  Congress  shall  be  sitting,  twice  in  every  week,  to  go  so  far  as 
Boston,  in  the  slate  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  to  ChariestoQ)  in  the  state 
of  South- Carolina,-  '  be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 
Vol.  111.  65 
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Whereas  a  large  and  iinmedtate  supplj  of  ladneT  ianecesBtrjforearryiDg 
oiitheopenfions  of  the  war,  and  for  the  payment  of  debts  dtteforwypliiBMR*  I 
tifore  fomibhed,  and  for  the  pojrnient  of  interest  on  loan-office  certiicates : 

Mmlvei,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  totiie.8eTenlstate9,totake 
the  moot  speed  J  and  effSsctdal  meastires  in  their  power,  for  drawing  in  their 
respective  quotas  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  to  be  deatrojed,  either  by 
a  tax  to  be  collected  immediately,  or  by  exchanging  fur  them  new  bills,  tobf 
emitted  pursuant  fo  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  ]?i^t.  at  a  rate  not  less  than 
forty  ot  t  lic  fortiier  for  one  of  the  iaUer ;  so  that  the  whole  uf  the  said  ae« 
bills  may  be  issuimI  : 

That  it  be  reconi mended  to  the  several  states  to  raise  by  taxes,  payable ifl 
the  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid,  or  in  specie,  their  respectife 
quotas  of  3,000,000  of  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  apportionment  of  October 
7th,  1779,  aiid  pay  the  same  into  the  Litasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon 
as  possible ;  the  payment  to  be  fully  completed  by  the  last  daj  o^Decenliir  I 
next,  each  state  to  be  allowed  interest  ft^r  the  same,  fcom  the  time  it  is  paidi 
to  be  hereafter  adjusted,  according  to  the  resolution  of  October  Ctfa,  1779: 

That  major-general  Greene,  late  quarter«inaster  general,  and  Jeremttli 
Wadsworth,  late  commissary^general  of  purchases/ apd  the  present  commis* 
aary'-general  of  purchases,  respectively,  render  an  accdant  to  the  board  of 
treasury  of  the  amount  of  the  moneys  due  from  them,  on  certiiicates  or  other- 
wise, on  public  account,  specifying  the  «um  due  in  each  state,  in  order  that 
warrants  may  issue  in  their  ftivor  on  the  treasurers  of  such  states,  for  p!\v- 
ment  of  the  same,  out  ot  the  moneys  to  be  collected  for  the  United  States,  a' 
aforesaid,  which  warran  t s  beinfr  paid,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  treasurer,  to- 
wards such  state's  quota  ot  ihe  moneys  to  b^  raised  as  aforesaid  ;  and  it  is 
further  recommended  to  sucli  states  to  provide  that  the  certificates  of  tlje 
said  quarter-master  and  couimii^saries,  and  those  who  purchased  under  1 
them,  be  received  in  paj^ment  of  the  said  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  such  war- 1 
rantSy  under  proper  regulations  for  preventing  fraud. 

And  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  depreciation  in  the  bills  to  be  enitlci  [ 
agreeably  to  the  actor  the  18th  of  March  albresai^,  that  it  be  most  earsestlj 
recommended  to  the  several  statea  not  to  issue  bills  of  credit  for  acuitescj 
on  any  consideration  whatever  to  a  greater  amount  than  their  respective  quo- 
tas of  the  new  bills  stated  in  the  act  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  any  of  the  states  since  the  first  daj  of  January  last,  and  redeema- 
ble in  specie  at  par,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  proportion  of  the  monejri:«:i 
served  by  the  said  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  to  the  use  of  the  state. 

Kesolvcdf  That,  all  and  singular,  the  creditors  of  these  United  States,  for 
supplies  furnished  the  armyi  or  the  transportation  thereof,  shall  be  entitled 
,  to  ret^civc  the  just  value  of  the  sums  due  to  them  respectively,  in  the  biiis  of 
credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  Marcii  last,  the  value  of  tl* 
sums  due  to  be  ascertained  according  to  the  current  value  of  continental  tnlh 
of  credit  eompared  with  specie  at  the  time  the  money  became  doe,  at  the 
place  where  tne  supplies  were  furnished  i  provided  the  same  do  not  sxced 
the  prices  fixed  for  such  supplies,  by  the  act  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  or 
a  proportionate  value  for  services  done,  and  articles  furnished,  not  meationeii 
in  the  said  act ;  but  if  the  nominal  sum,  in  continental  currency,  contracted 
for»  when  reduced  to  specie  value  as  aforesaid,  shall  exceed  the  fixed  prices 
aforesaid,  the  creditor  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  the  supplier 
furnished  or  services  done,  at  the  said  fix^d  or  proportionate  prices,  in  the 
new  bills  afore'^aid,  or  the  nominal  sum  contracted  for  in  contiueatai  bili^<'l  ^ 
credit,  and  no  more,  at  his  election  :  • 

That  the  accounts  being  duly  examined  and  adjusted  by  the  rulealoresaid,  | 
by  commissioners  that  may  be  appointed  a^^i  eeably  to  the  resolution  ot  the 
12th  of  June  last,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  officers  of  the  staft  depaitrocDtsio 
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the  sienreral  states,  or  by  the  officer  who  made  the  contract,  or  by  whom  th« 
pajnumt  ii  to  be  wa&t,  die  same  Mi\  be  paid,  or  a  certificate  i^iven.  for  the 
aum  jofltlj  dae»  certifying  that  the  same  baa  been  dnljr  exammed  and  ad- 
justed,  agreeably  to  the  directkniv  aforesaid ;  aod  if  paid  in  the  new  bills, 
the  interest  on  the  said  bills  shall  be  computed  to-the  date  of  sach  certificate : 
That  all  debts  due  to  the  United  States  fur  monies  received  for  their  use, 
or  otherwise,  within  any  of  these  states,  shall  be  paid  according  to  the  just 
value  of  the  money  when  it  was  raceivedjor  became  due,  to  be  ascertained 
as  aforesaid. 

Rc<>(th'i'd,  That  the  council  of  the  state  of  ^fa???lch1isetts-Buv  be  informed, 
H  iat  the  Fi  encharmj  was  not  considered  in  llic  general  estimate  of  supplies 
called  for  by  Congress,  and  that  therefore,  the  state  caoaot  be  credited  on 
its  quota  for  such  articles  as  it  may  furnish  to  our  allies. 

MONDAY,  Jiugust  S^,  LTW. 

Hesolvedt  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  and  hereby  is  authorised 
and  directed  to  make  sale  of  all  buildings  and  other  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States  under  his  care«  which,  in  his  opinion,  are  not  wanted  for 
public  use»  and  render  an  account  of  such  sales  to  the  board  of  treasarji 
that,  he  may  be  charg^ed  with  the  money  arising  thereon. 

JResolved,  That  it  be  reommcnded  to  the  executive  council  of  the  state  of-  - 
Connecticut  to  supply,  on  the  account  of  that  state's  quota,  Solomon  South- 
wick,  deputy -commissary  gen.  of  issues,  with  250  barrels  of  flour,  on  or  before 
the  last  of  Sept.  next;  for  which  the  said  Solomon  Southwick  is  to  be  ac- 
couatabie,  to  enable  him  to  replace  what  he  hath  borrowed  uu  public  account. 

TUESDAY,  JiuguH  29,  irso. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  for  Massachusetts-Bay : 

Reiolved,  That  Thomas  Walley  and  Peter  Boyer  be  ap[)otnted  in  addi- 
tion to  Nathaniel  Appleton  and  Joseph  Henderson,  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  states,  any  one  of  tli' m  to  endorse  the  bills  that  shall 
t>e  emitted  by  tlie  state  of  Mas&achusetts-Bayi  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  18ih  day  of  March  last 

WEDNESDAY,  JIugnst  50,  1780. 

Mr.  Theodorick  Bland,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  r*f  (lie  dele«j:ates  from  that  state,  which  were  read. 

A  report  froui  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  Joseph  Eayresand  captain  Nathaniel  Chapman,  who 
have  been  employed  at  Springfield,  in  the  department  of  the  conunissary -gen- 
eral of  military  stores  ;  major  Charles  Lukens,  at  Carlisle,  and  captain-lieu- 
tenant B.  Gocffrey,  at  Philadelphia,  be  excused  from  farther  service.- 

Itesohedf  That  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe  be  prepared  by  the  board 
of  treasury,  to  be  drawn  on  the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin,  to.  the  amount 
of  29,10.5  dollars  specie ;  and  that  the  same  bills  be  transmitted  to  John 
Bradford,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  John  Garcia  Duarti,  in  full  payment  of  the 
S  18^1  13s.  4d,  due  to  him  in  continental  money  on  the  11th  May,  1778. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memo-  ^ 
fial  of  William  Murray  ;  and  thereupon, 

Ilesolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  president  and  pilvy  council  of 
the  state  of  Delaware,  to  permit  William  Murray,  master  of  tlie  schooner 
li.etsey  and  Nancy,  of  Bermmla'^,  to  export,  in  the  said  vessel,  to  the  value 
of  the  present  cargo  of  salt  by  him  itoported  into  and  sold  in  that  state,  in 
flour,  Indian  corn,  or  other  produce  for  the  us^e  of  the  distressed  inhabitants 
of  the  said  island ;  taking  btcuiiiy  from  him  that  the. same  shall  not  be  ap- 
plied to  any  other  use 
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FRIDAY,  September  1,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  liilt/.heimer  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  40  dollin 
per  month,  in  the  new  currency,  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  ICfAi^ 
March,  for  his  service  in  providing  for  the  horses  under  his  care,  to  coiii- 
mence  from  Uie  16lh  of  February,  1780;  and  that  he  be  allowed  600  del- 
Urs  in  the  said  currency  for  his  services  previous  to  that  time. 

Retohedt  That  what  is  now  due,  or  that  may  hereafter  become  dde  fat 
keeping  the  said  horses,  be  paid  to  ^e  said  Jacob  Hiltzheimer  by  the  res- 
pective owners  ;  that  duplicate  receips  be  taken  fur  the  same,  one  of  whtck 
to  be  lodged  with  the  auditor-general :  that  the  said  J.  Hiltzheimer  be 
charged  with  the  monies  so  received,  and  apj^ly  the  same  for  defravin*^  the 
expenses  of  keeping  tlie  said  horses ;  any  former  resolution  to  the  coutraiy 
notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  a*  they  are  brought  into 
the  loan -oflBces,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Cono;ress  of  the  1 8th  of  March  last, 
be  immediately  sh  uck  through  with  a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  diameter, 
to  be  aitei  waidi)  exaiuiaed  aud  bui  aed,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

TUESDAY^  aeplemher  5»  1780. 

Retolvedt  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorised  ts 
prepare  loan*office  certificates,  agreeably  to  the  underwritten  fornit  to  the 
amount  of  1,000|000  of  dollars,  equal  in  value  to  specie ;  and  that  the  board 
have  power  to  stop  th^  issuing  all  ioan*office  certificates  under  former  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  so  soon  as  the  present  are  prepared  to  issue ;  and  that  all 
moneys,  after  that  period  loaned,  ahali  be  loaned  and  received  at  specie  v«Im« 
Dollars.  Number. 
The  United  States  ()f  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  value  of 
Spanish  milled  dollars  from  which  they  promise  to  pay  to  the 

said  or  bearer,  in  specie  or  other  current  money  equivalent,  on  the 

day  of       with  interest  aTuiuall  v  .  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
l^reeahly  to  aresoludon  ot  Cungress  passed  the  5 ilk  day  of  September,  1780- 
Witness  my  band,  this         day  of         Anno  Iromini 

WEDNESDAY,  SepUmber  6,  1780* 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  wKom 
were  referred  the  instructions  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  to  their 
delegates  in  Congress,  respecting  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  tbe  de- 
claration therein  referred  to,  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  New-York  on  the 
same  subject,  and  the  remonstrance  of  the  general  assembljof  VIrgliiia; 
which  report  was  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following: 

That  having  duly  considered  the  several  matters  to  them  submitted,  they 
conceive  it  inmecessai  y  to  examiiie  into  the  merits  or  policy  of  tiie  instruc- 
tions or  declaration  ot  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  or  of  the  remon- 
strance of  the  general  assembly  of  Vir«[:inia,  as  they  involve  questions,  a 
discussion  of  which  was  declined  on  mature  consideration,  when  the  ai  tides 
of  confederation  were  debated ;  nor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  can 
such  questions  be  no^  revived  with  any  prospect  of  conciliation;  tiiat  it 
a|mears  more  advisable  to  press  upon  those  states  which  can  remove  the 
emaarrasBments  respecting  the  western  countrj,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a 
portion  of  their  territorial  claiios,  since  they  cannot  be  preserved  entire 
without  endangering  the  stability  of  the  general  confederacy ;  to  remind 
them  how  indispensably  necessary  it  is  to  establish  the  federal  union  ouxa 
fi^^ed  and  permanent  basis,  and  o!i  principles  acceptnblc  to  all  its  respective 
members;  how  essential  to  public  credit  and  confidcnre,  to  the  support  of 
our  army,  to  tiie  vigour  of  our  councils  and  success  of  our  rucasures,  to  our 
tranquiiUty  at  home,  our  ny^tatbn  abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


aofvereqcn  and  imiependent  people  $  that  they  are  fullj  persuaded  the  wisdom 
of.tbe  resj^tlre  Jefttlatures  will  lead  them  to  a  fall  and  impiirtial  consUle-* 
ration  nf  a  sabject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  so  necessarr  to 
the  happj  establishment  of  the  federal  union ;  that  thej  are  conBrcned  iii 
these  expectations  by  a  review  of  the.  beforementioned  act  of  the  legislature 
of  New-York,  submitted  to  their  consideration  ;  that  this  act  is  expressly 
calculated  to  accelerate  tbc  federal  alliance,  by  removing,  as  far  as  depends 
OQ  that  state,  the  impediment  arisitij^  from  the  western  country,  and  for 
ihr^t  purpose  to  yield  up  a  poi  tion  ol  territorial  claim  for  the  general  benetit  j 
W  hereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  copies  of  the  several  papers  referred  to  the  committee  be 
transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the  r^^port,  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states, 
and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  those  states,  who  have  claims  to  the 
wtotern  country,  to  pass  such  laws,  and  give  th«r  delegates  in  Confess 
such  powers  as  may  effectually  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  ratifica- 
tion of  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and  that  the  legislature  of  Maryland 
be  earnestly  requested  to  authorize  their  delegates  in  Congress  to  subscribe, 
the  said  articles. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  wtf  was  read  5  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  captain  Alexander  Lawsen  Smithy  of  the 
Foment  formerly  Rawling's,  be  accepted. 

THURSDAY*  SepUmker  7»  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  depreciation  of  the  money  received  by  the  officers  of 
the  army  not  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any  state,  be  settled  at  the  rate  fiied 
ftr*th€  payment  of  loan<office  certificates,  by  a  resolution  01  the  18th  of 
June  last. 

FRIDAY,  September  8,  1780. 

Mesolved,  That  magazines  of  provisions  and  forage  for  15,000  men  for  6 
months,  be  immediately  provided  and  laid  up  for  tlie  southern  army : 

t'hat  two-thirds  of  the  flour  and  beef  required  from  Maryland,  by  the  re* 
ooliition  of  the  S5th  of  Febraanr  last,  be  retained  in  that  state*  for  the  above 
purpose*  and  stored  at  some  sate  and  convenient  places  on  or  near  navigable 
water. 

Resolved,  That  North -Carolina  furnish  magazines  of  forage,  flour  and  « 
salted  provisions  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  to  be  stored  at  such  conve- 
nieot  places  as  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department  shall 

appear  most  eligible : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  use 
every  exertion  possible  to  fill  up  her  quota  of  continental  troops  : 

That  the  executive  authority  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  equip  and  hasten 
forwaid  the  troops  raised  and  now  raising  in  that  state,  as  mentioned  in 
governor  Jefierson's  letter  to  Congress  of  the  3d  instant : 

That  the  state  of  Maryland  be  earnestly  requested  to  complete  and  for- 
wnrd  to  the  sonthem  army,  her  quota  of  regular  troops,  as  formerly  as- 
fsertatned. 

SATURDAY,  September  9,  1780. 

Eesdved,  That  the  ship  Chase,  now  lying  at  Baltimore,  be  stri[)j)ed  of 
her  sails,  riggio<^  and  other  furniture,  and  iier  Imll  and  cargo  buid  at  public 
salo  under  m  direction  of  the  commercial  committee. 

Mesohed^  That  nhtil  the  iiirther  order  of  Congress,  no  interest  be  com- 
puted on  the  new  bills  that  shall  be  received  by  the  officers*  soldiers  and 
seamen  of  the  army  and  navy,  for  their  pay  or  subsistence* 

MONDAY,  SipUmber  11,  1780. 

Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,aiteQdsdaud 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  rea4 
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Jtts^ted,  That  the  stste  of  YfrgitiM  be  reqaetted  to  forntih  \m  qvetft  of 

Mpplies  as  speedily  as  may  be»  agreeab^  to  the  reqnintioii  of  Cotigrces  ef 
the  25th  nf  February  last,  it]i  an  addition  of  5000  barrels  of  floury  to  be 
deposited  in  inaieaxsnea  at  such  place  or  plaees  aa  the  conmanding  officer 

in  the  southern  department  shall  direct. 

Pes'olvpd,  That  the  expediency  of  immediately  sending  forwfird  to  the 
southern  armv  a  corps  of  artillery  and  a  rpinforcement  ot  cavalry  and  such 
iifher  force  as  can  be  i^pared  irom  the  main  ariuy,  be  referred  to  the  com* 
inander  in  chief. 

TUESDAY,  Septemht^  13,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  inclosing  a  letter  of 
the  8th,  from  roajor-gen.  R.  Howe,  and  also  a  letter  of  the  8tb,  from  briga* 
dier  John  Nizon»  requesting  leave,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  U 

lesign ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  brigadier  John  Nixon,  be  accepted,  en 

account  of  his  ill  state  of  health. 

Nine  states,  exclusive  of  the  states  interested,  not  beintr  represented  : 
Resolved,  That  the  order  ot  the  dav,  to  proceed  to  hear  ana  examine  into 
and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  diiiereiices  relative  to  jurisdiction 
between  the  three  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  awd 
New-York,  respectively,  or  such  of  thein  as  shall  have  passedf  such 
laws  as  are  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  the  £4th  of  September  and 
the  £d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  part ;  and  the  people  itf  the  olstricst  oen- 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  the  New*  Hampshire  Orants»who  claim  tn 
aeparate  jurisdiction,  on  the  other,  in  the  molde  presertbed  in  and  by  die  laid 
resolutions ;  be  postponed  till  Thursday  next,  and  that  the  members  intern 
be  notified  to  attend  the  house  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day* 

WEDNESDAY,  Sfeptemkr  13, 1780. 

Besolved,  That  the  officers  and  others  undermentioned,  be  allowed  by  the 
year  the  sums  following,  timt  is  to  say, 

Judges  ot  the  court  ot  appeals  in  cases  of  cajifure,  each,  9250  dollars  ;  se- 
cretary of  Congress,  2000  dollars ;  chaplain ^  of  Congress,  each,  400  (tollarsf 
commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  commissioners  of  the 
board  of  treasury  and  admiralty,  each,  1850 dollars;  treasurer,  9000  dollars; 
auditor-general,  i 7 j(J  dollars;  assistant  auditor-general,  1200  dollars i  com- 
missioners of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  each,  1500  dollars;  auditors  of  ac- 
counts at  the  army,  each,  besides  a  ration  of  provisions  and  forage  for  ahoite, 
while  with  the  army,  ISOO  dollars;  treasurer  of  loans,  900  dollars;  poaf- 
master  g;eneral,  1000  dollars ;  secretary  and  comptroller  of  the  post-omfie. 
500  dollars  ;  interpreter  and  translator  of  foreign  languages,  600  dollars ; 
secretary  of  the  board  of  war,  1500  dollars;  secretary  of  the  board  of  ord- 
nance, who  is  pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  900  dollars ; 
secretary  to  the  board  of  treasury,  1100  dollars;  secretary  of  the  board  of 
admiralty,  1100  dollars;  de|)uty  secretary  of  Con2;ress,  1000  dollars;  mes- 
senger and  door-keeper  to  Congress,  each,  400  dollars. 

Pesolved,  That  the  said  salaries  and  wages  be  paid  quarterly,  for  the  time 
of  attendance  and  service,  in  specie  or  other  current  money  equivalent. 

Jlesolved,  That  ulien  it  is  necessary  that  persons  be  employed  uiider  any 
of  the  boards  on  public  accounts,  for  temporary  purposes,  they  be  paid  suds 
wages  as  are  suitable  to  the  service ;  always  taking  care  that  th«y  be  retain- 
ed no  longer  than  necessity  shall  require. 

THURSDAY,  September  14, 1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  accoant  of  Mor- 
decai  Sheftall,  having  reported. 
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TiMt  the  cimrge  io  tiie  Mid  account  againtt  the  United  States,  for  a  share 
•  of  tii«brigantine  Hmfshinbrook,  pressed  into  the  public  service^  by  order  of 
the  governor  of  Goor§;ia»  and  lost  in  SaTannah<river»  is  in  the  predicament  of 
a  number  of  other  cases*  and  mast  therefore  depend  upon  tome  future  general 
provision.  « 
£t9d9€d»  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report* 

VRIDAY,  September  15, 17B0. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary -general  of  prisoners ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Abraham  Skinner  was  elects,  having  been 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  FelK 

Copgrasi  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-seneral  for  the  Mainland 

line ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  brigadier-general  Smallwood  wu  eiectoiL 
havingbeen  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Henry* 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  directors  of 
the  bank  of  Philadelphia,  apply  to  the  said  directors,  and  request  them  to  pur- 
chase 500liead  of  cattle,  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  flour  en !]:;a2;ed  bv  them  to  Con- 
gress, or  ta  furnish  the  commissar)' -general  witli  sufli(  ietit  rnoaej  to  purcliase 
the  said  cattle,  for  which  the  commissary -general  is  to  be  accountable*  a 
duplicate  receipt  to  be  taken  and  lodged  with  the  treasury  board. 

Eesolved,  That  fur  the  supply  of  the  army,  the  states  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts -Bay,  and  Connecticut,  be  called  upon  Lu  iurnish,  weekly, 
1000  head  of  cattle,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit  s 

Connecticut,     •        .        .  539 

looo 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  by  express  to 
the  said  states  repectively,  and  that  the  president,  in  his  letter,  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  immediate  and  full  compliance  therewith,  and  the  fatal  conse- 
(^uences  which  must  fall  upon  the  army,  in  case  of  failure  in  either. 

i?f8oZred,  That  the  states  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware, 
be  requested,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  furnish  iur  au  immediate  i^upply 
to  the  army,  the  following  number  of  cattle,  to  wit: 


xScw-Uampsliire,  •         -  76 

*    .         .  315 


New-Jetsey,  •         -  275 

Pennsylvania,  •        •  1251 


Dclawaie,         •         .         •  530 

2056 

That  lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  forwarding  the  said  cattle  io  the  army, 
from  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Connecticttt, 
(for  a  weekly  supply,)  warrants  be  drawn  monthly  upon  the  loan-offices  of 
the  said  states,  in  favor  of  the  commissary -general,  until  the  farther  order  of 
Congress,  in  money  of  the  new  emission,  viz. 

On  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  1418  £-3  dollars; 
Massachusetts-Bay,  7186  £-3  dollars ;  Connecticut,  5030  2-3  dollars. 

And  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  forwarding,  for  an  immediate  supply, 
the  cattle  from  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  that  warrants  be 
drawn  ou  ilte  loaii-oflices  of  the  said  states,  iu  iavor  of  the  commissary-ge- 
neral,  for  the  following  soms^  in  moner  of  the  new  emission,  viz. 

On  the  loan-officer  of  the  state  of  New*  Jersey,  for  550  dollars;  PennsyU 
vania,  2819  dollars ;  Delaware,  1236  dollars. 

And  that  the  commissary -general  be  authorized^  in  case  any  of  the  said 
states  have  not  received  their  money  of  the  new  emission,  to  apply  to  the 
executive  of  the  said  states,  who  are  requested  to  advance  him,  upon  the  said 
warrants,  an  equivalent  in  other  money. 

MONDAY,  Septmtiher  18,  1780. 

A  report  front  tlie  board  of  tieasury  was  read  j  Whereupon, 

MUmuedj  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  are  hereby  authoiized  and 
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empowered  to  send  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan*office  in  Massachnsetts- 
Baj,  or  to  anj  other  commissioner  in  any  other  state,  such  of  the  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  on  the  hon.  Jolin  Jav,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unit* 
eel  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  reserved  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 

of  Con2;ress  of  the  17th  of  April  last  ,  for  thp'  use  of  prisoners  of  war,  as  thej 
shall  judge  expedient,  orderiit!2;  thr  said  bliis  to  be  sold  for  specie,  on  terms 
to  be  prescribed  by  the  board,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  he  applied  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  directed  by  anotlier  re&iolutloQ  of  Con^rts^}  passe4  the 
day  of  August  last. 

TUEBDAYrSei^ember  19, 1 780. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  h(morabIe  the  minister  plenlputeiitiarv  oi 
Vrance,  was  read,  informing  Cungreas  that  he  is  about  to  leave  Philadelphia, 
and  to  be  absent  for  some  weeks ;  but  that  Mr.  Marbois  will  remain  here  in 
quality  of  his  majesty's  charge  des  affaires,  and  hoping  that,  from  his  known 
attention  to  matters  relative  to  the  embassy.  Congress  will  grant  hiin  their 
confidence ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^ ^Thdit  the  president  inform  the  minister  of  France,  that,  inhi« 
absence,  they  will  reaaily  continue  their  intercourse  with  the  embassy  of  his 
most  Christian  majestv,  through  Mr.  Marbois,  as  his  majesty's  charge  des 
affaires,  in  whose  abilities  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  court  of  FrSQCfi 
and  tliose  of  the  United  States  they  have  just  confidence. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  \%  luna  was  referred  the  Letteri  of  the 
10th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ri'&olved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  to 
take  effectual  measures  for  procuring,  for  tlie  use  of  the  army,  a  quantity  of 
salted  beef  and  pork,  arrived  in  that  state  in  sundry  prizes  captured  frem 
the  enemy ;  and  that  the  state  be  informed  that  Congress  will  draw  upon  the 
toan>officer  In  the  said  state  for  payment  of  the  same,  out  of- the  new  billi 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Hesolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  to  proceed  to  hear  and  examine  into 
and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  jurisdiction  be*- 
tvveen  the  three  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- 
Ynrk,  respectively,  or  such  of  them  us  have  passed  such  laws  as  are  men- 
tioned in  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September  and  2d  of  October  last, on 
the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  commonly  known  bv  the  name  of 
the  New-Hamps^hire  Grants,  w  ho  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdiction,  on  the 
utiier,  be  postponed  till  six  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  New-York, 

Ordfredf  That  the  secretary  notify  Messrs.  Ira  Allen,  Stephen  IL  Brad- 
ley, Luke  Knottlton,  and  coL  01cot<^  to  attend  this  afternoon,  on  the  hear* 
ing  of  the  question  respecting  the  jurisdictiott  of  the  Inct  of  country  com- 
monly called  tlie  New-Hampshire  Grants. 

Six  o'cLooXf  P.  M. 

Congress  met,  according  to  adjournnienty  and  proceeded  to  hear»  |cc«  till 

persons  notified  attending,  when  the  following  papers  were  read  : 

The  act  of  the  state  of  New-York,  passed  October  21st,  1779,  and  the  act 

of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  of  November,  1779,  both  parsed  pursuaottP 

the  resolutions  ot  Congress  of  September  24th  and  October  2d  i  .  • 

A  commission  to  Ira  Allen  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  esqrs.  dated  August 

1 6th,  1 780,  signed  Thomas  Chittenden,  under  a       in  |he  iustri^pient,  caiieJ 

the  seal  of  the  state  of  Vermont : 
An  appointment  of  Luke  Knoulton,  as  agent  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitaots 

of  Cumberland  county,  at  a  convention  of  ue  committees  of  the  said  coonty, 

Brattleborough,  August  30, and  signed  JdHi  8eigeaut«4)l||iunnan,  pro 

tempore* 
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An  appointment  of  Peter  Olcott  and  Bazaleel  Woodward,  esqrs.  agents 
fram  the  towns  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  both 
■^kles  of  Connecticut  river,  being  part  of  a  district  known  bvthe  namd  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  pursuant  to  a  vote  of  a  coi^vention  ut  members  from  the 
said  towns,  November  IT,  I7r9,  signed  Joseph  Marsh,  cliatrman  of  the  said 
convention,  and  dated  New-Hampshire  Grants,  January  1,  ir89. 

The  deiegatea  of  New- York,  as  agents  for  tlie  state,  delivered  in  sundry 
papers,  which  were  read,  with  an  intent  to  prove  that  the  land  known  bj  the 
name  of  the  New- Hampshire  Grants^  on  the  west  side*  of  Conneetiait  mer« 
is  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  New-York ;  that  the  state  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  have  acknowledged  this,  and  that  the  people  on  the  said  tract  have  been 
represented  in  the  legislature  of  New- York  since  the  year  1764. 

WEDNESDAYt  September  SO,  1780. 

Jiesoivedp  That  it  be  recommendtfd  to  the  governor  and  supreme  ezeeu*' 
live  council  of  the  state  of  Vireinia,  to  be  prepared  to  march  the  convention' 
troops  from  Albemarle  barracKs,  by  the  way  of  Winchester,  lo  fort  Frede- 
rick, in  the  state  of  Maryland,  upon  an  invasion  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  in' 
case  the  conjuncture  of  affairs  should  render  the  measure  necessary. 

That  the  board  of  w  ar  be  directed  to  take  measures  for  the  march  of  the 
new-raised  re^rnnent  of  Maryland,  by  such  route  as  they  may  judge  most 
expedient  for  the  public  service;  and  if  from  circnmstances  it  sha!!  become 
necessary,  that  they  be  empoweretl  to  halt  the  said  regiment  at  such  places 
as  win  best  serve  to  cover  the  uiaicli  <>t  the  convention  troops. 

That  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Viririnia  be  requej^ted  to  take  eventual 
measures  for  providing  ma<^aziiies  oi  provisions,  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  oi 
fort  Frederick,  for  the  supply  of  the  convention  troops. 

That  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Vu^inia  be  informed,  that  Congress  will 
use  every  exertion  to  auf>p)jr  them  with  tents  and  a  number  of  anuSt  for  the 
use  of  their  respective  militia;  and  that  at  the  same  time  it  be  recommended, 
in  the  strongest  manner,  to  the  said  states,  to  leave  no  steps  untried  which 
may  have  a  tendency  to  furnish  these  important  and  necessary  articles. 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  parties  being  present  19 
yesterday,  except  the  delegate  for  the  state  of  New -Hampshire,  who  was 
absent  through  sickness;  wlien  the  state  of  New-York,  by  its  delegates, 
proceeded  in  stating  evidence  to  jirove  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  tract  of 
country  known  by  the  name  ot  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  west  uf  Connec- 
ticut river,  as  part  of  the  state  or  colony  oi  New  York,  were  duly  represent- 
ed in*  and  submitted  to  the  autliority,  jurisdiction  and  government  of  the 
Congress  and  convention  of  the  said  state,  till  late  in  the  year  1777;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  tract  of  country  have  no  right 
to  a^eparate  and  independent  jurisdiction. 

THURSDAY,  September  21,  iryt). 

The  committee  on  the  letters  U'om  gen.  Washington,  brought  in  a  farther 
report;  Wiiereupon, 

Re9olved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Mary  In  nd  to  send  imme- 
diately to  the  main  army,  500  head  of  neat  cattle,  over  and  above  the  quan- 
tity of  meat  reonired  by  the  resolution  of  the  S5th  February  last ;  and  that 
the  state  be  informed,  that  Congress  will  draw  upon  the  loan-officer  in  ^e 
said  state  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  out  of  the  new  bills  reserved  for  the 
use  •f  the  United  States  s 

And  in  case  the  full  quota  of  each  state,  respectively,  shall  not  be  enlisted 
and  brought  into  the  field  by  the  first  day  of  December,  next,  that  until  re- 
cruits  tor  the  war  shall  be  obtained,  the  deficiencies  be  supplied  by  the  states 
lespectively,  by  men  to  serve  tor  not  less  than  one  year,  after  they  join  the 
army  ,unless  sooner  relieved  by  the  recruits  inlitited  lor  the  war. 
\^k.  III.  '       66  ' 
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FRIPAY,  /Seflember  Sfl.  1790. 

Mr*  Pl^t^f  1^  ^clmte  from  MairUinfly  attended  a|id  took  hU  mt  k 
Cop^af. 

BATURDAY,  September  23,  1780. 

The  delegates  from  South-Carolina  havinn;  informed  Congress  that  there 
were  good  grounds  to  believe  that  a  number  of  respectable  citizens  of  South- 
Carolina,  prisoners  of  war  b^  the  capitulation  of  Charleston,  were  seized  aoU 
•onfined  on  board  a  fthip  of  war : 

Orikred,  TKat  the  comnander  tn  cMef  Sfrnl  a  tag  to  gefi.  sir  Httiry  Clio- 
tan,  and  enquire  wlietber  aoeh  arrests  and  confinenenta  nave  been  mmoB^mid 
for  what  reasons. 

A  memorial  of  Hobert  Morris,  merehant*  in  behalf  of  himself  and  o titers, 
of|      of  the  officers  and^eaaien  belonging  to»  the  soboomr  Living- 

il^on,  was  read ;  Whereupon. 

Resqlv^,  That  the  s^id  Robert  Morris  be  and  hereby  is  empowered  to 
prosecute,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the  benefit  of  himsell 
and  all  others  interested  in  the  said  schooner,  and  at  their  expense,  the 
right  which  the  United  States  may  have  acquired  to  the  share  of  a  pcpae 
I^ia4^     the  §aid  schooner,  in  consort  with  twp  i>r  three  otb^r  veasela* 

MONDAYf  Septem^  d5, 1780. 

Bemhid,  That  each  commissioner  of  the  re^pectiTenavyrbogida  b#  i^ll^v- 

ed  the  sum  of  1^00  dollars  per  annum. 

.  The  clerks  of  the  several  boards  and  offices  each  according  to  his  merit 
and  services,  to  be  determined  by  the  commissioners  of  theVespective  boanh 
not  exceeding  ^00  dollars  ;  and  the  salary  of  the  clerks  of  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  Congress,  to  be  fixed  by  the  secretary,  not  exceeding  500  dol- 
lars ;  the  salaries  so  fixed  to  be  reported  to  Congress,  and  transmitted  to  the 
biaard  of  treasury ;  the  above  salaries  to  bepsud  i|i  the  aame  ipanuer  aa  thpse 
agreed  to  on  the  13th  instant. 

PLAN  OF  THE  INSPECTING  AND  MUSTERING  DEPARTMENT. 
IVhereas  the  institution  of  this  department  hath  been  found  of  great  utili- 
ty tp  the  armies  of  these  United  States;  and  experience  hath  shewn  that  it 
^ay  be  rendered  still  more  useful  bj  an  extenaiou  of  its  powers  <^n4  olyectb ; 
tl^wefore, 

mn^^t  Th«^t  the  former  eslkUiahment,  by  a  resolntina  of  tbe  ISIkaf 
February,  1779,  and  all  anhsequent  resolutions  relative  thereto*  l|e  repealed s 
the  departmept  hereafler  have  the  following  form,  powers  pi^d  privilej^es) 

There  shall  be  an  inspector-general  with  Sie  main  army  if  the  ljuited 
States,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  who  shall  be  allowed  tVO  secretaries, 
in  addition  to  the  aids  he  is  allowed  in  the  line  of  the  army,  to  be  taken 
from  the  line  of  captains  and  subalternS|  who  shall  receive,  in  ad<lition  to 
their  pay,  6  dollars  per  month. 

There  shall  be  one  assistant  inspector-general  with  the  main  arm^,  who 
akali  be  adjutant-general  for  the  time  being,  and  shall  receive,  in  addition  to 
his  pay,  10  dollars  per  month  ;  and  one  to  every  separate  army,  when  con- 
sisting of  two  or  more  divisions,  who  shall  be  the  deputy  adjuiaiit-gener<il. 
and  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  8  dollars  per  month.  • 
•  Thtra  ohall  ba  one  inspector  to  each  division  or  the  armj  of  ^mi  Ufii4ed 
States ;  one  to  the  corps  of  cavalry,  and  one  to  the  oorpa  of  artiHorj ;  •!  be 
lakeo,  when  ^  aerviee  wilt  adn!it,  from  tha  Mno  of  calanchi  and  lioatsn 
avt^eolonels,  who  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  dollara  per 
month,  and  fersge  for  three  horaes>inokuling  what  they  are  entitled  to  in  iKe 
line  of  the  army,  and  one  extra  ration  af  provision,  whan  the  stat«  of  tke 
magazines  will  admit. 
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iThere  shall  be  one  MMftipMUir  to  every  brigade  in  the  army  of  tke 

United  States;  one  to  the  corps  of  cavalrj,  and  one  to  the  corps  of  artillerr, 
if  thought  necessary  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a 
separate  army;  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  majors  in  the  brigade,  when  the 
service  will  admit,  who  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  5  dollars 
|>er  month,  and  one  extra  ration,  w  hen  the  state  of  the  magazines  will  admit* 
Tlie  commander  in  chiei,  arn]  cuuuuanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  are 
Itereby  empowered  to  appoint  inspectors»  and  sub-inspectors  to  tli^  roilitij^ 
white  iit  actual  service,  agreeable  to  thr  fore^oin^;;  plan,  wbo  shall  ^'1^6  4^ 
Mitfe  |Mwera»  {Hrivilefes  an<l  emolttiiiciitBy  as  those  serving  with  the  cpnti* 
nental  armr. 

It  ahall^  the  duty  of  the  inspector -general  to  frame  a  system  of  re^Ia* 
tmia  for  the  e^rcise  aad  discipliDa  of  the  tfoops,  in  the  manual,  evolntioiiSy 
and  mancMivres,  for  the  service  of  guards  and  aetachinentSf  and  for  all  camp  ' 

and  garrison  duty,  and  if  approved  of  by  tlie  commander  in  chief,  and  rati- 
fied by  Congress,  such  n><ruIations  shall  be  eaforced,  by  th^  orders  of  tha 
coiDuiander  in  chief  througliuut  the  army. 

The  assistant  inspectors-general  shall  assist  in  the  general  duties  of  the 
department,  agreeable  to  tlie  directions  they  shall  receive  from  the  inspector* 
general  (ihrough  the  order  ol  the  commander  in  chief  )  and  when  the  inspec- 
tor is  not  present,  shall  hav  e  ilie  chief  direction  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  the 
orders  they  may  receive  as  aforesaid ;  and  they  shall  nevertheless  continue  to 
perferm  their  dutka  of  adjutant  and  deputy  adj  utant-gmeral. 

The  inspectars  shall  attend  to  the  aiecation  of  the  regalatioDS  aatablished 
for  the  army  in  their  respective  divisions,  and  ip  soch  garnsanaaathaj  ummt 
be  erdered  by  the  inspector-general  or  aasistaat  iDspeotor^general ;  at  all 
times  perfoijning  the  duty  of  adjutaat^general  to  the  aame ;  and  when  a  da* 
teehment  of  more  than  one  division  is  sent  from  the  army,  the  eldest  inspectav 
of  the  marching  troops  shall  act  as  adjutant-general  to  the  detachment 

The  sub  inspectors  shall  do  the  duty  of  minors  of  brin^ade  to  the  brigades 
to  which  they  belong,  and  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  regulations  esta- 
blished for  the  army,  in  their  respective  brigades,  and  sucli  garrisons,  de- 
detachments  and  independent  corps,  as  they  shall  be  ordered  by  tiiemspcc* 
ior-8:eneral,  or  assistant  inspector-general  with  a  separate  army. 

'i  he  inspector-general  and  the  assistant  inspector-general  shall  review 
and  muster  the  troops,  in  service,  once  every  month,  at  which  review  he  or 
ttej  ahaU  inspect  tfaaAumhtr  and  canditioB  af  the  man.  their  diaciplina,  the 
atataef  their  clotha8,araiSi  aocautreniantataad  camp  equtpaf^l  the  Bumhtr 
ef  rations  they  have  drawn  aiBc»  the  last  review  i  reporting  suah  aoldieift 
ead  recruits  as  are  unfit  for  service*  ta  the  .miyor-general  or  commander 
of  the  division,  the  brigadier  or  commander  of  a  regiroeot  detached  from  the 
division  or  brigade  to  which  such  disabled  soldier  may  belong ;  to  be  bj 
them,  or  either  of  them,  discharged,  or  transferred  to  the  corps  of  invalids, 
if,  on  examination  oi  the  surgeon  of  the  rcsj;iment,  they  shai!  be  found  unfit 
for  fnrther  sei  vice  in  the  field.  But  no  such  soldier  shall  be  deemed  legally 
dischai  f^ed  or  transferred,  except  his  discharge  or  tranblerence  is  signed  by 
the  major-general,  brigadier  or  commandant  a-s  aforesaid ,  and  a  certidcate  of 
his  inability,  specdyiug  the  nature  of  it,  signed  by  the  surgeon,  is  annexed 
Uiereto ;  noting  at  the  same  time  all  alterations  that  have  happened  since 
the  last  review  or  maaler,  and,  as  far  aa  passible*  in  what  manner,  reportimr 
tliem  wkb  ih«  dementias,  neglects  and  abaaest  ^  tfaa  cemmander  ia  chliC 
or  eommaading  affieer  prasenC  and  the  boani  of  war. 
.  At  every  auisttrf  tbffte  rolla  shall  be  made  eiit  by  the  camomding  officer 
of  each  troop  or  com^jF*  signed  and  aworn  to  by  himt  ana  ef  which  rolls 
shall  be  returned  to bim, certified  by d^emnslenng  officer;  one  shall  be  re- 
tained by  the  mustering  officer ;  the  otlter  shall  be  certified  and  daiivaied 
to  the  re^mentld  pay*ma8ter*  to  be  affixed  ta  the  pay-rolla. 
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Each  brig;ade  shall  be  mustered  by  its  sub-inspector,  under  the  superinten- 
dency  of  the  inspector  of  the  division,  nho  shall  be  responsible,  with  the 
sub-inspector,  i\n  ilie  c'xactness  and  tidelity  of  the  musters ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner, all  garrisons,  independent  corps  and  detarliments,  shall  be  mustered  by 
such  inspector  or  sub-inspectors,  as  the  inspector -general^  or  assistaat  inspec- 
tor-general with  a  separate  araiv,  shall  order. 

The  sub-inspectors  shall  deliver  an  abatract  ol  all  ^uch  musters,  teg^- 
VMiitalljr  digested,  to  the  inspector  of  the  divmnB,  who  tball  digeil  thtm 
into  division  abetracts,  in  the  lame  form,  and  traMnit  them  to  the  aoMotsat 
intpectora-g^eral,  to  be  bj  them  tranraritted  to  the  imtfmfi&r  general,  and 
in  a  separate  armj  to  the  commandin|^oiloer. 

The  innpector-general  shall  tranaaiit,  mice  erery  month,  a  copj  of  the  ah« 
■tract  of  the  musters  of  the  whole  armj»  to  the  commander  ia  ehief,  and'an- 
other  to  the  board  of  war. 

No  conimandinpj  officer  of  a  regiment  shall  muster  the  regiment  he  com- 
mand-, but  aaotber  iDipector  shaif  be  ordered  to  do  tbat  datj,  b^  the  iospec- 
tor-eeneral. 

The  assistant  inspector  in  a  separate  army,  shall  do  the  same  duties  in 
that  annv,  as  the  inspector-general  dotli  in  the  main  army,  respecting  the 
musters,  according  to  the  directiuua  he  bhail  receive,  and  orders  of  the  com- 
manding officer. 

The  commisaaij  of  isenee  shall  be  obliged  to  deliver  to  thf  inspeciorge* 
neral,  and  asaiatimt  inspector  with  a  aenarate  armjr,an  abatract,  by  brigam^ 
of  the  rations  actoiblly  mned,  and  of  all  irnvea  to  all  aeparcte  cerpe,  gaiii- 
sons  and  detachments. 

All  mnater-rolls  shall  be  sworn  to  before  a  general  officer,  or  commandant 
of  a  separate  post  or  detachment,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  administer 
the  oath,  and  certify  it  on  each  niuster-roll,  in  the  words  foHowing,  to  wit: 
'*  I,  A.  B.  do  swear  that  this  muster-roll  is  a  true  state  oi  the  company  unj 
der  my  command,  without  fraud  to  the  United  States,  or  to  any  individual* 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

"A.  li.  capt.  lieut.  ensign,  or  cornet  command't* 
'  •*  Sworn  before  me,  this  day  of  17  • 

The  mustering  officers  are  empowered  and  directed  to  reqaire  from  all  the 
officers  whose  troops  are  mnstered,  all  papers  and  Tonchers  relaliTe  tn  thnir 
inlistments  and  masters.  ^'  ' 

The  inspector  shall  keep  accounts  with  the  officers  commanding  regimentsi 
of  all  arms  and  accoatrements  delivered  their  regiments,  and  returned  in  hf 
them.  No  arras  or  accoutrements  shall  be  delivered  without  an  order  from 
the  inspector  of  the  division,  to  whom  returns  for  irms  and  accoutreroentf 
wanted  shall  be  made,  in  the  form  directed  in  the  resolution  for  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  trowps  of  these  United  Slates. 

All  officers  of  the  insj)ectorship  shall  retain  their  rights  of  command  and 
promotion,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  not  assumed  the  office.  They 
are  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  their  respective  commands,  except  when,  they 
happen  to  be  the  superior  in  the  division,  brigade*  or  regiment,  to  w  hich  they 
belong,  or  when  they  are  appointed  to  execute  any  particular  service  bjr  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army ;  and  are  ei* 
•mptfrom  all  common  camp  and  garriaon  duty,  that  thej  may  attend  to  that 
of  oie  inspecting,  as  well  in  time  of  action  as  at  oHier  times. 
•  The  inspector-general,  as  often  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  think  fit 
to  order,  sliall  visit  every  part  of  the  army,  and  review  the  same,  to  see  that: 
nni for mitj  prevails  throughout  the  armies  of  these  United  States. 

The  inspector-general  shall  keep  books  in  which  the  returns,  &c.  passing 
tliroii'j^h  his  office,  shall  be  rej^istered.  He  shall  be  charged  with  collecting, 
in  one  or  more  volumes,  all  the  resolves  oi  Congress,  and  regaiatiuQS  of  the 
board  of  war^  relative  to  the  army.   '  .  . 
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Tlie  tvaveHiDg  and  odier  incidental  expenses  for  the  exeicvtioD  of  the  bar 
•inesg  of  the  office,  shall  be  settled  by  the  auditors  with  the  army,  upon  such 
principles  as  shall  be  Oila^iiflhed  by  the  comnnader  in  chief,  ana  pud  out  of 

the  muitary  chest. 

The  Quarter- master  general  shall  furnish  all  necessary  books,  paper,  &c* 
for  the  (fcpartraent. 

Each  inspector  frhail  be  allowed,  when  the  circumstances  of  tiu-  .inny  will 
permit,  ii  marquee  and  cojiitnuu  tent:  each  sub-inspector  a  horseman's  and 
common  tent ;  if  not  piovidetl  for  as  officers  in  the  line. 

Ail  the  regulations  respecting  the  objects  of  this  department,  shall  be  final- 
ly approved  aad  ettabltehed  by  Congress ;  but,  the  exigency  4Df  l^e  service 
reqairing  it,  tenporarr  ones  mar,  from  time  to  time,  be  introduced  by  the 
taapeetor-geBeraf,  witn  the  apfitmtiott  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  board  of  war  within  one  month  after  their  introduction  that 
beine  examined  and  reported  to  Congress  by  them,  they  may  be  rejected,  al- 
tered, amended  or  connrmed,  as  Congress  shall  deem  proper. 

Besolved,  That  baron  Steuben  be,  and  hereby  is,  continued  inspector- 
penernl  of  the  armies  of  these  r'niterl  States,  and  vested  with  power  to  ap- 
pomt  all  officers  necessary  to  carry  the  aforegoing  plan  into  execution,  they 
being  first  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chieN 

Resolved,  That  the  assistant-inspector  be  allowed  400  dollars  per  month, 
of  the  old  emission,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  adjutant-general,  from  the  ist 
day  of  February  last,  to  the  Ist  day  bf  October  next :  the  inspectors  shall  be 
allowed,  from  the  tst  dar  of  February  last  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  300  dol- 
lars per  month,  of  the  old  emission,  and  the  sub-inspectors  shalf  be  allowed 
fiOO  ooliars  per  month,  of  the  old  emission,  from  the  6rst  day  of  February 
aforesaid  to  the  first  day  of  October  next,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  subsist- 
enoe  towhich  tlley  are  entitled  by  their  respective  ranks. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  May  Idth,  from  Mr.  W. 
Glascock,  and  the  memorial  of  Mr.  G.  Walton,  report: 

That,  in  the  course  of  their  enquiry  respcctins;  the  business  committed  to 
them,  they  liave  conferred  with  his  excellency  Uicbmd  Howley,  the  present 
governor  of  Geor}»;ia,  and  been  attended  by  Sir.  Georj:i,e  Seei^ar,  clerk  of  the 
general  assembly  of  tlie  said  state,  and  have  obtained  fruwi  each  of  them  a 
state  of  facts  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer:  that  it  appears  that  tJie 
paper  containing  the  paragraph  respecting  brigadier-general  IVl  lntosh,  and 
dated  at  Augusta,  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  the  30th  day  of  November,  1779, 
and  purporting  in  general  to  be  a  lettor  or  address  from  the  assembly  of  that 
state-to  Cooeress,  did  ortjpnale  in  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  act  de- 
clarative of  roe  sense  of  the  said  assembly  ;  and  that  the  same  was  officially 
transmitted  with  other  public  papers,  by  colonel  Walton,  then  governor  of 
that  state,  to  the  president  of  Congress,  and,  tMrether  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  governor  and  council,  contained  a  suracient  ground  fur  the  act  of 
Cons;re9S  of  the  15th  day  of  February  last,  for  dispensing  with  the  services 
of  the  said  brigadipr-g;en.  M'Intosh,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress* 
Resolved,  1  hat  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  coj^y  of  the  above  report,  and  of  the  papers  referred  to,  be 
transmitted  to  tlie  governor  of  Georgia. 
X>Q  motion  of  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
Kesolved,  That  two-thirds  of  the  bills  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  the  £3d 
of  August  last  to  be  sold  for  specie,  for  the  relief  of  prisoners  of  war,  be  now 
s  dispo^  of  under  the  dirtotioos  of  theboard  of  war,  for  such  necessary  arti- 
cles of  clothing  or  provisions  as  may,  in  their  opimon,  best  conduce  to  sup- 
pljTf  in  some  measure,  their  present  wants. 

TUESDAY,  SepUmber  26,  1780. 
Mmlvtdt  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  tSeorge  Sexton  and  Beqa- 
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m\n  Batterfieldy  and  ensign  Reuben  Chnrcb,  of  oolonet  Wembr't  rt^jiitlit^ 

be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  captain  Rice,  for 
leave  of  absence  to  j^o  to  sea,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  continue  in  the  Mr* 
vice,  or  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  to  have  leave  to  resign,  report. 

That  tliey  are  fully  sensible  of  the  merit  and  services  of  capt.  Rice,  and 
are  well  assured  he  has  injured  his  circu distances  considerably  in  the  ser- 
vice ;  vet  the  granting  liis  request  for  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  sea,  would 
introduce  such  a  numwr  of  iimflar  applications,  and  would  also  create  such 
embarrassmentft  abont  the  exchange,  in  cate  of  a  captare.  tbftt  tbe  board  think 
it  would  be  best  to  rqect  the  practice  in  the  first  instlUice : 

Me$olvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report : 

JUaohedf  That  the  resignatiott  of  capt.  Joseph  Bioft,  of  the  4tli  te^UM&t 
«f  artillery,  be  accepted. 

WKDNESDAY,  Septnuher  9,7,  1780. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  order  of  tlie  day  respecting;  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  tract  of  country  couunonly  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  all  the 
parties  being  present  except  Ira  AII  mi  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  who  being 
duly  notified,  declined  to  attend,  when  the  agent  for  the  state  of  New-Hamp- 
shire proceeded  to  state  evidence  tending  to  prove,  that  the  tract  of  country 
known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Ghrants,  was  within  the  state  of 
New -Hampshire,  and  that  therefore  the  people  inhabiting  tbe  said  tract  of 
country,  have  no  right  to  a  separate  and  independent  Jurisdiction.  Hie 

gentlemen  appearing  in  behalf  of  sandrj  inhanitants  m  the  said  Gnnii 
aving  nothing  to  add,  aod  pressing  Congress  to  come  to  a  detenniMlioB^ 
withdrew. 

Eemlved^  That  the  farther  considerarion  of  the  subject  be  postpeo^. 
The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  John  Mi^gOldlt 

delivered  in  a  report  which  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  letters  allestcd  by  the  secretary  of  Con- 
gress, be  sent  to  the  honiirable  John  Jay,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to  endea- 
vour to  obtain,  for  the  captors  of  the  Dover  cutter,  the  benefit  intended  bj 
the  resolve,  passed  in  Congress  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1777,  respect- 
ing vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  seized  and  brought  into  any  of  the 
ports  or  harbours  of  these  United  States,  by  the  master  or  mariners^  and  that 
he  be  informed  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  the  whole  profit  of  the  cifCtoo 
be  dtrided  among  the  captors* 

FRIDAY,  Spptemher  29,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  until  a  permanent  arrangement  of  the  array  can  be  accom- 
plished, the  couiinandinij:  ottic  er  of  the  southern  army  be  authtvrizcd  to  form 
into  proper  corps,  under  the  command  of  the  officers  of  the  states  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  who  are  now  at  liberty  to  act.  such  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  solders  of  those  states  as  are  or  can  be  collected; 
the  said  non-commissioRed  ofiicers  and  soldiers  to  share  the  benefit  of  all 
supplies  of  pay  and  clothing  and  neoetsiries,  equally  wiAlhn  traopief 
other  states* 

SATURDAY,  Sej^mber  $0»  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  confirming  the  ac- 
count given  in  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from  major-gen.  Greene,  of  the  treasbnr 

able  practices  of  major-gen.  Benedict  Arnold,  and  bis  desertion  to  the  enemy. 

Whereris,  tlie  late  regulations  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  g;eneral  hos- 
pital are  in  many  respects  defective;  and  it  is  nccestary  that  the  same  be 
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revised  and  amended,  in  order  that  the  sick  and  wounded  mav  bo  piopi  rly 
provided  ioi  und  alieiidefi,  aiut  the  busiuess  ot  the  hospiuU  cooUucied  wUU 
ieguUrity  and  ecanomy  ;  thtM  eiore, 

jResolved,  That  there  be  une  director  of  the  miUtarj  hospitals,  wlio  shall 
htvelb^Wiiiml  direction  and  superintendence  of  all  thehwipiaUto  the  north- 
mfi  oTNortb-Caroliiu;  that,  wkhln  Um  aforeaaid  ImAta,  there  be  three 
chief  hospital  phyaiciaiw,  wh6  shall  alao  beaiir|eoD8;  one  chief  physiciani, 
who  ahall  also  be  a  sur^n,  to  each  separate  armj ;  fifteen  hospital  physi- 
oitii*  vho  shall  also  be  surgeons;  twenty  surgcoos  mates  for  the  hospitals  : 
one  purveyor,  with  one  assistant;  one  apothecary ;  one  assistant  apothecary ; 
4Pd  to  each  hospital,  a  steward^  matron,  ord«rly  men  and  nurses,  as  heretofore  i 
That  the  director,  or,  in  His  absence,  one  of  tiie  cliief  hospital  ph ysiciaus, 
be  empowered  and  required,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  commander  of  a  separate  army,  to  establisli  and  regulate  such  a 
number  of  hospitals,  at  proper  places,  for  the  reception  of  UkO  sick  and 
wounded  of  LUe  anuy,  as  may  be  fouiKJ  necessary: 

That  thii  directi)r  be  authorized  and  Instructed  to  eiijuii*  the  several  chief 
hospital  physicians,  and  other  otlicei  s  of  the  hospitaKi  under  his  superitttea-* 
dence^  to  attend  at  such  posts  or  stations  as  he  may  judge  proper,  and  also 
to  attend  and  perforo)  such  duties,  at  any  post  or  place,  as  a  change  of  the 
position  of  the  an«7»  or  other  circumstances,  may  from  time  to  time  make 
necessary,  and  shall  be  required  by  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  that,  in 
case  of  anj  dispute  concerning  tlieir  seniority  or  precedence*  the  director 
shall  determine  the  same  in  the  first  instance,  the  party  supposing  himself 
aggrieved  being  at  liberty  to  appeal  for  redress  to  the  medical  cotnmittee  : 

That  in  time  of  action,  and  on  any  other  emor^ency,  \vhen  tlio  regimental 
surgeons  are  not  sufficient  in  number  to  attend  properly  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  that  cannot  be  removed  to  the  hospitals,  the  director,  ©r,  in  his  ab- 
seace,  the  nearest  chief  hospital  physician,  be  empowered  and  requii  ed,  upon 
request  of  the  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army,  to  send  from  the 
hospitals  under  his  care,  to  the  assistance  of  such  sick  and  wounded, as  many 
surgeons  ad  can  possibly  be  spared  from  the  necessary  business  of  the  hospitals : 
'fhat  jkhe  director*  or,  in  his  absence,  two>  of  the  chief  hospital  physicians, 
dndl  make  out  and  deliver,  from  time  to  time*  to  the  purveyor,  proper  estl)> 
mates  of  hes|Atal  stores*  medicines*  instruments,  dressings,  and  such  other 
articles  as  may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals ;  also  direct 
the  a^thecary  or  his  assistant,  to  prepare  and  deliver  medicines,  instruments, 
dresiings*  and  other  articles  in  his  possession  to  the  hospitals  and  surgeong 
of  the  army  and  navy,  as  he  or  they  may  judge  necessary  : 

That  the  director  authorize  and  instruct  the  purveyor  aad  apothecary  to 
supply,  for  the  use  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  such  medicines  and  refresh- 
ments aj»  may  be  proper  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  before  their 
removal  to  a  general  hospital,  and  to  be  dispensed  under  the  care,  and  at 
the  direction  of  the  chief  phy>*iclan  of  the  army: 

^  That  the  director,  or,  In  his  absence,  the  cluef  hospital  physicians,  respec* 
tively,  be  empowered  oceasienally  to  employ  seeond  mates*  when  the  nnm«- 
ber  of  the  sick  shall  increase  so  as  to  nmke  it  necessary*  and  to  discharge 
them  as  soon    the  etremstancee  of  the  aiek  will  admits 

That  the  director*  or,  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physicians,  respec- 
tively, shall  appoint  a  ward-master  for  each  hospital,  to  receive  the  spare 
fegimeutal  arms, accoutrements  and  clothing  of  each  sohHer  admitted  there* 
in,  Steeping  entries  of  and  giving  receipts  fm*  every  article  received,  which, 
when  the  soldier  sliall  be  tlischar^ed,  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  said 
Ward-master  with  the  commanding  olhcer  of  the  regiuu  nt  to  wliich  such 
Suldier  belonged,  or  the  officer  directed  to  t:ike  charge  of  the  convalescents 
fiotn  the  said  hospital ;      in  case  of  the  deaiii  of  the  soidter*  shall  be  ac* 
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counted  lor  with,  and  deliveied  to  the  quarter-master  of  the  regimerK  I 
which  the  said  soldier  belatiged;  and  the  ward-Juaster  shall  receive  and  bf  I 
accountable  for  the  hospital  clothing,  and  perform  such  otber  services  slu  t^J 
chief  botpiUl  phjrtteiaii  shall  direct.  .  -  4 

'  That  faa  director  iImII  make  returns  of  all  the  sick  and  wonnded  InlMIlM 
^talsy  cnce  everj  aonth,  to  the  medical  comn^itiee,  togetfaer-with  the  ndttl| 
and  ranks  of  all  the  officert  and  others  employed  in  the  several  hospttali:  Tl 

*11iat  the  director  be  reauired  to  employ  such  part  of  his  time  as  mn^fasl 
spared  from  the  duties  before  pointed  out  to  him,  in  visiting  and  prescribiagS 
Ibr  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  hospitals ;  and  that  he  pay  particular  attett*  I 
tion  to  the  conduct  of  the  several  officers  in  the  hospital  departraAOt^  MM 
arrest,  sijspctid  and  brin^  to  trial,  all  delinquents  within  the  same:  1 

Tiuit  the  duty  of  the  chief  hospital  pfiysicians  shall  be,  to  do  and  perform  , 
all  the  duties  iierein  before  enjoined  theui  to  do  iu  the  absence  of  the  direc- 
tor ;  to  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  die  director,  made  and  delivered  to 
them  in  writing,  to  superintend  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  in  the  hos- 
pitals put  under  their  particular  care  by  the  director,  or  w  hich,  by  the  order  ! 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  separate  army,  oiay  be 
'  by  theoi  established;  to  see  tiiat  tho  hospital  physicians  and  other  •Imri 
attending  the  same^  do  their  dntr ;  and  make  monthl^r .returns  to  the  dtiee- 
tor,  of  the  state  and  munber  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitals  nnder 
tXieir  care ;  and  also  make  rotnnw  to  the  director,  and  to  the  medical  esm- 
ilitttee,  of  all  delinquent  officers,  in  order  that  they  may  be  speedilj  reameU 
or  punished  ;  and  to  take  measures  that  all  such  sick  and  wounded  aa  are 
recovered  and  fit  for  duty  be  (!eHver{^d  weekly  to  the  oflicer  of  the  guard, 
to  be  conducted  to  the  army  :  when  present  at  a.ny  hospital,  to  issue  orders 
to  the  proper  otticers  for  supplying  them  with  necess^iries;  and  generally,  ia 
the  absence  of  the  director,  to  superintend  and  control  the  business  of  such 
hospitals,  suspend  delinquent  and  remove  unnecessary  non-commissioned 
officers,  making  report  to  the  director;  and,  wiien  ia  their  power,  to  attend 
and  perform  or  direct  all  capital  operations : 

That  the  hospital  physicians  shall  take  charge  of  such  particular  hospitals 
as  may  be  assigned  them  bj  the  director:  They  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the 
director,  or  in  nis  absence,  of  the  chief  hospital  physician :  They  shall  bafe 
power  to  suspend  officers  under  them,  and  to  confine  other  persons  in  the 
hospitals  serving  under  their  charge,  for  negligence  or  ilUbehamiu't  M<d 
the  matter  be  regularly  enquired  into :  They  shall  diligentlj  attend  to  the 
^sases  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  hospitals  under  their  care,  administer- 
ing at  all  times  proper  relief,  as  far  as  m;iy  be  in  their  power:  They  shall 
respectively  give  orders,  under  their  hands,  to  the  assistant  purveyor  or 
steward  at  the  hoepital,  for  the  issumg  provisions  and  stores,  as  well  as  for 
the  procuring  any  otliet  small  articles  that  the  exigiyicies  of  the  hospital  maj 
require,  and  which  the  store  is  not  provided  with,  having  always  a  strict  re- 
gard to  economy,  as  well  as  the  wellare  of  the  sick  then  to  be  provided 
iui  ;  i'hcy  shall  make  weekly  returns  to  the  nearest  chief  hospital  pbysicmu, 
of  the  state  of  tiie  hospitals  under  their  respective  care* 
•  The  mates  shall  eacb  take  charge  ot  and  attend  tba  patients  assigned 
them,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  direeten  bj  the  direetsr, 
chief  or  other  physicians  and  surgeons. 

The  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders 
and  control  of  the  director:  Hi^duty  shall  be  to  superintend  tlie  regimentil 
surgeons  and  their  mates,  to  see  that  they  do  their  duty :  To  hear  all  ooa- 
plaints  against  the  said  re^^imental  surgeons  and  mates,  and  make  re 
P'lrf  of  t'tem  to  the  director,  or,  in  his  absejice,  to  the  commander  in  chiet  or 
«ouiiuanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  trial  by 
court- uuu'tial  for  misbehaviour:  To  ii'SLm  tor  aud  receive  from  tlie purveyor 
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a  Hi/itable  riumber  ot  large  strong  tents,  beds,  bedding  and  hospital  stores, 
and  ffum  tlie  apothecary,  or  his  assistant,  proper  medicines,  for  such  sick 
and  wounded  persons  as  cannot  be  removed  to  the  general  hospital  with 
safety,  or  may  be  rendered  fit  for  datj  in  a  sliort  time.  He  shall  aUo  see 
that  the  sick  aod  woonded,  while  under  his  care,  are  properly  attended  and 
provided  for,  and  conveyed,  when  fit  to  be  removed,  to  the  general  hospital ; 
for  which  last  purpose,  he  shall  be  supplied  by  the  quarter-m9ster  general, 
with  a  proper  number  of  convenient  wagons  and  drivers  ;  he  shall  have  a 
steward,  whom  he  is  to  appoint,  to  receive  and  properly  dispense  such  arti- 
cles of  diet  and  refreshments  as  shall  be  procured  for  the  sick;  and  also 
shall  appoint  such  a  number  of  nurses  and  orderly  nieii  as  may  be  ru  ccssary 
fop  the  attendance  of  the  hick  and  wounded  undet  liis  cjiie.  He  shall  cause 
daily  returns  to  be  made  tti  liiin  of  all  the  sick  and  wounded  which  have  been 
removed  to  the  hospitals,  all  tliut  remain  in  the  hospital  tents, all  that  are 
become  fit  for  duty,  all  that  are  convalescent,  and  all  who  may  have  died, 
specifying  the  particular  maladies  uuiler  v\hlcii  llie  sitk  aiid  \\ounded  labour, 
and  shall  make  a  monthly  return  thereof  to  the  director,  who  shall  add  it  to 
his  general  hospital  returns,  to  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  medical  com* 
mittee. 

That  whenever  any  regimental  surgeon  or  mate  shall  be  absent  from  his 
regiment,  without  leave  from  the  chief  physician  and  surgeon  or  commander 
of  the  army  where  his  duty  lies,  the  said  chief  physician  and  surgeon  shall 
have  power  to  remove  such  surgeon  or  mate  and  forthwith  appoint  another 

in  his  stead. 

I  That  the  purveyor  provide,  or  cause  to  be  provided,  all  hospital  stores, 
medicines,  instruments,  dressiuirs,  utensils,  and  such  other  articles  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  tlic  written  order  ot"  the  director,  or  two  of  the  chief  hospital 
physicians, and  deliver, or  cause  the  same  tobedelivered,  upon  wriltenorders, 
under  the  hand  of  the  director,  chief  hospital  physician,  or  one  of  the  hospital 
physicians,  having  the  charge  of  a  particular  hospital,  or  of  the  chief  phy- 
sicuui  and  SBi^;eon  of  the  army,  which,  with  receipts 'thereon  for  defi?e- 
ry  of  the  same,  shall  be  his  sufficient  vouchers*  He  shall  be  allowed  a  clerk, 
and  as  many  store -keepers  al  occasion  may  require,  and  the  director  shaU 
approve  of.  He  shall  also  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  all  other  ex- 
penses of  the  hospitals.  He  shall  render  his  accounts  every  three  months  to 
the  board  of  treasury  for  settlement,  and  make  application  for  money  to  the 
medical  committee,  before  whom  he  shall  lay  estimates  of  articles  necessa- 
ry, which  shall  previously  have  been  approved  and  signed  by  the  director  or 
two  of  the  chief  hospital  phy«5ictaTis  ;  at  tiie  same  time  l^e  shall  lender  to 
them  an  account  (»f  the  cxpenditm  e  of  tiie  hist  sum  of  money  advanced  to 
him  ;  and  the  said  medical  committee  shall  lay  &uch  estimates  before  Con- 
gress, with  their  opinion  thereon  : 

1  hat  tlie  assistant  purveyor  shall  procure  such  supplies,  and  do  and  pcr- 
fqrm  such  parts  of  the  purveyor's  duty,  as  by  him  shall  be  particularly  as- 
signed to  htm. 

That  the  apothecary  and  his  assistanta  receive,  prepare  and  deliver  me- 
dicines, instruments  and  dressings,  and  such  other  articles  of  his  department, 
to  the  hospitals  and  armj^^  on  orders  in  writing  from  the  director,  or  eitlier 
of  the  chief  hospital  physicians,' or  chief  physician  and  sui^geon  of  tbe  army ; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  as  many  mates  as  occasion  may  require,  and  the  di- 
rector shall  approve  of : 

That  the  director,  or  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physician,  shall  ap- 
point a  steward  for  eacli  hospital,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  purchase  ve<^eta- 
bies  and  other  small  articles,  under  the  direction  of  the  purveyor,  and  to  re- 
ceive hospital  stores  from  the  purveyor, and  provisions  from  the  commissary- 
^eiii^ral,  aiul  i^sue  the  tixtut  for  the  use  of  tlie  sick  aud  wouuded,  agreeably  to 
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fhe  order  of  the  phjaician  and  Hurgeon  aUendiag  such  bospitai }  the  steward 

lo  account  with  tne  purveyor  for  all  such  issues: 

That  the  director,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physician,  appoint 
a  proper  uumber  dl  matrons,  nurses,  anil  others,  necessary  for  the  regular 
management  of  the  hospitals,  and  fix  and  ascertain  their  pay,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  3  heretofore  allowed ;  and  point  outand  prescribe  tlieirparlicular  duties 
and  employments,  in  writiuff.  which  they  are  enjoined  to  observe  and  obey  : 
That  the  director,  with  two  chief  hospital  physicians,  be  empowereU  to 
fix  the  pay  of  lecoDd  mates^  and  of  such  clerks)  store-keepera,  and  iither 
persoDS,  as  may  occamonally  be  employed  ;  and  alto  nake  wich  regalationSt 
and  point  out  and  enjoin,  in  writing,  such  further  particular  duties  for  tiie 
ie¥eral  officers  in  the  bospitai  department,  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for 
the  re^Iar  management  of  the  same;  which  duties  shall  always  be  conaiat- 
ent  with,  and  in  no  wise  contradictory  to  any  of  the  duties  bereii  before  par- 
ticularly enumerated,  and  which  being  reported  to,  and  approved  of  by  the 
medicaicommittee,  shall  thereupon  become  obligatory  to  all  those  concerned: 
That  the  quarter-master  general  furnish  the  hospital  department,  from 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  with  such  a  luiinber  ut  liorses  and  wa- 
gons as  may  be  necessary  for  remo^ing  tlie  sickand  wounded,  and  for  trans- 
porting the  liospital  stores ;  but  that  no  other  horses  than  tliose  belonging 
to  tiie  officers  of  the  department,  tor  which  forage  may  be  l^rein  allowed,  be 
kept  separately  and  at  the  expense  of  the  department : 

That  no  person  concerned  in  trade,  on  his  own  account,  shall  be  sufi'ered 
to  act  as  an  officer  in  the  hospital  or  medical  department    the  army  : 

That  no  officer  or  other  person  in  the  hospitsl  deparftnent,  except  the  sick 
or  wounded,  be  permitted  to  use  any  of  the  stores  provided  for  the  Sic4  i 

TUtt  the  director*  chief  hospital  phyMcians»  and  the  chief  physiciaiw  and 
^rgeons  of  the  army,  physicians  and  snmons,  purveyor,  apothecary,  assist- 
ant purveyor,  and  assistant  apothecary,  be  appointed  and  commissioned  hy 
Congress;  the  regimental  surgeons  and  mates  to  be  a ppointed»as heretofore: 
That  the  director,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  two  of  the  chief 
hospit^il  physicians,  appoint  all  hospital  mates,  which  appointments  shall  be 
ccrtititxi  by  warrants  under  the  hand  of  the  director;  in  which  appointments 
no  person  shall  be  admitted  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  vears  : 

That  all  the  officers  in  llie  hospital  or  medical  deparhnent,  S'liall  be  sub- 
jected to  trial  by  courts-martial  for  ail  ofi'ences,  in  the  same  manner  as  oili' 
cers  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

Aiohedt  That  the  pay  and  estabtishment  of  the  officers  of  the  faospitid 
department*  and  medical  stalT^  be  as  follows  t 

Director,  1 50  dollars  per  month,  £  rations  for  himself,  and  1  for  bis  senraat, 
per  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses : 

Chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  array  and  hospitals,  each,  IdO  dol- 
lars per  month,  9,  rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses  S 
Purveyor  and  apothecary,  each,  ISO  dollars  per  month  : 
Physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  each,  ISO  dollars  per  mmih,  i 
ration  per  day,  and  f(»rage  for  one  horse  : 

Assistant  purveyors  and  apothecai  les,  each,  75  dollars  per  month  : 
Regimental  surgeons,  each,  65  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day,  aad 
forage  for  one  horse : 

*    SargeonVmates  in  tiie  hospitals,  50  dollars  per  month,  t  ration  per  day ; 
Surgeon's  males  in  the  army,  45  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day  : 
Steward  for  each  hosnitsi,  35  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day : 
Ward-master  for  each  hoapital,  S5  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day. 
Resolved,  That  none  of  the  aforesaid  officers,  i>r  other  persons  employed 
in  any  of  the  hospitftls,  be  entitled  to  rations  of  provision  or  forage  wbeo  es 
foriough. 
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£aolvedp  That  the  «hittf  physiciaa  oC  the  amj  be  allowed  a  two  hone 
covered  wagon  for  transportiiig  his  baggage: 

That  the  several  oflicers  abovementioned  shall  receive  their  pay  in  the 
ne^  currency,  emitted  pursuant  to  a  resoiutiun  of  Congress  ot  the  18th  day 
of  March  last  ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  and  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
of  s^d  currency  per  month  foi  every  retained  ration ;  and  shall  each  be  en- 
titled annually  to  draw  cU^lhing  from  the  stores  of  the  clothier- general,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  are  established  for  officers 
in  the  line,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  November,  1779 : 

That  the  reteros  for  dotyng  for  offieen  in  the  medical  staff  (regtmentajl 
•nrgeoas  and  their  mates*  who  are  to  draw  witkthe  regimental  stafl^  except- 
ed) be  signed  by  the  direcinr,  or  one  of  the  ch^f  hospital  physieiaDS.;  ml 
such  clothing  shall  be  delivered  either  bj  the  clothier<-geDeral  or  any  sub- 
clothier  in  the  state  in  vhich  the  officer  to  receive  clothing  shall  reside,  ii| 
the  same  manner  as  is  pre^rided  in  the  cases  of  other  staff  officers,  not  taken 
from  the  line : 

That  tlie  several  offirerf?  whose  pay  is  established  a*^  above  (e'fcept  the 
stewards  and  war  d  masters)  shall  at  the  end  of  the  war  be  entitled  to  a  cer- 
tain provision  of  laful,  in  the  proportion  following,  viz. 

The  director  to  liave  the  game  quaiUity  as  a  brigadier-general i 

(T'hief  piiy*ician  and  purveyor,  the  same  as  a  colonel  : 

Physicians  and  surgeons  and  apothecary,  tlie  same  as  a  lieutenant-colonel; 

Regimental  surgeons  and  assistants  to  the  purveyor  and  apothecary*  the 
same  as  a  major; 

Hospital  and  regimesrtal  smgeoos'  mates*  the  seme  aa  a  captain ) 

That  the  former  arrangementa  of  the  hospital  Apartment*  and  sill  resoltt^ 
tions  hetatofore  passed  touching  the  same,  so  far  ,hfi  they  are  inconsistent 
with  the  &re«Mng,  be  repealed,  excepting  that  the  hospitals  in  the  southern 
department*  from  North-<}arolina  to  Georgia,  inclusive,  he  contianed  under 
the  same  rsigiilationsas  heretofore*  until  tbe  farther  order  of  Congress. 

M  ON  D  A  Y ,  October  2, 1 780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  of 
the  Sd  of  Augiistlast,  respectingthcBettUMoentof  the  publicaccounts,  report, 

Tiiat  it  appears  lo  them  that  the  board  of  treasury  have  been  attentive  to 
their  duty,  in  takin*  such  measures  as  seemed  advisable  for  procuring  a 
settlement  of  iUt  pubUc  accounts;  that  several  of  the  accountants  have  al- 
leged difficulties  and  impediments,  arising  from  the  former  mode  of  jM'odac-' 
ing  their  vouchers,  whick  are  remered  by  the  resduttons  of  Congresaef  the 
ISth  of  Jane  Uat ;  and  that  snffioimit  time  has  been  allowed  for  every  ne«* 
'CIpaary  preparation ;  Whereupon^ 

Mm)lveAt  That  the  board  oi  treasury  immediateiy  proceed  to  put  in  exe- 
cution the  resoUlions  of  the  12th  of  June  last,  in  order  that  aHeatstanding 
accounts  may  be  settled  and  acyusted  without  delay. 

Rpmlved,  That  Congress  approve  the  measures  taken  by  governor  Jeffer- 
son, foi^  remounting  the  cavalry  with  the  southern  army,  and  request  a  con- 
tinuance of  his  exertions  tor  that  purpose,  on  the  same  priuciples  he  has 
heretofore  adopted. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams. 

Jiesolved,  Tliat  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  the  honoiH-able  Henry  Lau- 
rens* to  tlie  amount  of  £  10,000  sterling ;  and  on  the.  honourable  John  Jay,  . 
minwter  ptmiipetentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Madr'ul,  to  the  amount  of 
£  XOfiQO  sterlings  payable  at  90  days  si^t;  and  that  oat  oC  said  bills  the 
debt  doe  to  Messrs*  Freney  and  Ckk  be  diachat^ ;  and  the.  smount  of 
iSrOOO  sterling  advanced  by  Mfw  W,  BinghM*  in  part  payment  of  his  ae- 
coynt  as  agent  of  the  Uniteu  State|« 

Thdendl  That  Mr.  Sherman  have  leave  of  absence* 


uiyitizuu  by  GoOglc 
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TUESDAY,  October  3,  1780.  •  I 

The  del^iites  for  the  state  ofNew-Tork  laid  before  Congress  the  credeii-  1 

tials  of  their  appointment ;  which  were  read. 

liesvlved,  That  such  of  the  sixteen  additionnl  rej^imenfs  as  have  not  been 
annexed  to  the  line  of  some  particular  state,  and  all  the  separate  light  corps  j 
of  the  army,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  and  also  the  German  battalion,  be  re- 
duced on  the  1st  day  of  January  next:  that  the  non  ronimissioried  oflicers 
and  privates  in  those  several  corps,  be  incorporated  with  the  troops  of  their 
respective  states,  and  that  hucli  of  them  as  do  not  belong  to  any  particulai 
fttate,  be  aaiiexed  to  such  corps  as  the  commander  Id  chief  shall  direct. 

That  the  regular  arniT  of  tne  United  States,  fron  and  after  the  1st  day  of  I 
January  nezt»  consist  or  4  regiments  of  cavalry,  or  light  dragoons ;  4  regi-  ; 
vients  of  artillery ;  49  rea;iments  of  infantry,  eiclusive  of  colonel  Hazen^  i 
resiment,  hereafter  mentioned  ;  1  regiment  of  artificers : 

•  That  each  regiment  of  cavalry,  or  nght  dragoons,  consist  ot  6  troops,  and 
that  each  troop  consist  of  64  non  -commissioned  officers  and  [NiTates,  with 
the  same  number  of  commissioned  officers  as  at  present : 

•  That  each  regiment  of  artillery  consist  of  9  companies,  and  that  e^ch 
company  consist  of  65  non-commissioned  offict^rs  and  matrosses,  with  the 
same  number  of  commissioned  officers  as  at  present. 

That  each  regiment  of  infantry  consist  of  9  ctjinpanies,  and  each  compa- 
nj  consist  of  64  non-commissioned  officers  atid  ])rivates  ;  and 

That  the  regiment  of  artificers  consist  of  b  coiupanies,  and  each  compaDV 
of  60  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates : 

That  the  several  states  famish  the  following  quotas,  viz.  New^Hamp- 
shire,  S  regiments  of  infantir ;  Massachusetts-Bay,  10  regiments  of  infantry 
and  1  of  artillery  ;  Rhode*Island,  &o.  1  reflment  of  infantry;  Connecticut, 
9  r^ments  of  infantry  and  1  of  cavalry ;  New- York,  «2  regiments  of  itthn* 
try  and  1  of  artillery  ;  New-Jersey,  3  regiments  of  infantry ;  PenDsylvania, 
6  regiments  of  infantry,  I  of  artillery,  1  of  cavalry,  and  1  of  artificers ;  De^ 
I  aware,  1  regiment  of  infantry;  Maryland,  5  regiments  of  infantry;  Virgi- 
nia, 8  regiments  of  infantry,  1  of  artillery,  and  2  of  cavalry;  North-Caro- 
lina, 4  rec;iments  of  infantry;  South-Carolina,  ^  regiments  of  infantry, 
Georgia,  1  regiment  of  infantry  : 

That  the  states  shall  select  from  the  line  of  the  army  a  proper  number  of 
officers  to  command  Uie  several  regiments  to  them  respectively  assigned, 
taking  notice  that  no  new  appointment  is  to  be  made  ot  a  higher  rank  than 
that  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  commandant : 

That  the  states  be,  and  they  are  berebyt  called  upon  in  the  most  bressing 
manner,  to  have  their  regiments  completed  and  In  the  field  by  the  first  day 
of  January  next  at  furthest : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  to  fill  up  their  respective  regiments 
by  inlistments  for  and  during  the  war  ;  but  in  case  the  full  quota  of  any  of 
the  states  cannot  be  completed  with  such  recruits  by  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  that  it  be  recommended  to  such  state  qr  states  to  ^^^pply  the  M- 
ciency  with  men  engaged  to  serve  for  not  less  than  one  year,  tmless  sooner 
relieved  by  recruits  inlisted  for  the  war,  which  they  are  requested  to  eiert  their 
utmost  endeavors  to  obtain, as  speedily  as  possible  :  and  in  order  thereto,  it  is 
further  recommended  that  the  officers  at  camp  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
use  every  prudent  measure,  and  improveevery  favorable  opportunity,  to  inlist, 
fur  the  continuance  of  the  war,  such  of  the  men  belonginp  to  their  respective 
states,  as  are  not  engaged  for  that  period,  whether  now  ra  the  field  or  here- 
after,  from  time  to  time,  joining  the  army  \  and  that  a  recruiting  officer  from 
each  corps  be  kept  in  the  state  to  which  the  regiments  respectively  belone,  ts 
inlist  recruits  tor  the  war«  ^s  well  to  relieve  those  who  are  engaged  for  a 
shorter  or  limited  term  as  to  supply  casual  defitsieacies : 
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That  two  dollars  becranted  to  thefecruttiDg  officer  for  CTerj  able  bodied 
»oldier  he  shall  inlist  £r  the  war,  who  sh^ll  join  the  armj ;  and  that  a  subIi 
not  exceeding  30  dollars  be  allowed  as  a  bounty  to  every  sach  recniit: 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  returns 
to  be  made  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  several  states,  of  the  number  of  men 
they  will  probaolj'  have  in  thefieUl  on  the  first  day  <>f  Jannary  next,  that  the 
states  may  take  immediate  measures  tor  completing  tiieir  respective  quotas 
a.8  above  recommended,  by  that  time  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  make  a 
return  annually  to  Congress,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September,  of  the 
number  ot  troops  Troni  each  htate,  in  order  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to 
make  their  requisitions  from  the  several  states  with  certainty  and  in  season : 

That  the  clothing  be  furnished  and  regularly  served  out  to  the  troops,  as 
it  becomes  dae,  and  that  a  fnli  compeasatioB  be  made  for  anj  arrearages  of 
clothing; 

That  the  re|;lments  of  cavalry,  artillerj,  and  of  aitifieers,  as  they  now 
stand,  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  states  respectively,  to  which  th^ 
are  or  may  be  assigned,  which  states  shall  complete  them  to  the  full  comple-  * 
meatf  supply  them  with  necessaries,  and  in  every  respect  treat  them  as  if 

originally  raised  therein,  and  that  such  other  states  as  now  have  non-com- 
inisioned  officers  or  privates  in  any  of  the  regiments  aloresald,  be  credited 
in  their  quotas  for  such  men,  according  to  their  numbers,  from  time  time  ;  for 
w  hich  purpose  the  commatiiier  in  chief  is  hereby  directed  to  specify  such 
nun-comnns^iiHittd  officers  and  privates,  and  the  states  to  which  they  former- 
ly belonged,  in  the  returns  which  he  shall  make  to  the  states,  and  in  nis  anni^ 
ai  returns  to  Congress  : 

That  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Moses  Hazen  be  continned  on 
its  present  establishment,  and  that  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  prt* 
▼ates,  beii^  foreieners  belonging  to  any  of  the  reduced  regiments  and  corps, 
be  incorporated  therewith,  and  all  volunteers  from  foreign  states,  who  are 
DOW  |n  tne  service,  or  may  hereafter  join  the  American  army,  be  anneied  to 
the  said  regiment ;  * 

And  whereas,  bjr  the  foregoing  arrangement,  many  deserving  officeis  must 
become  supernumerary,  and  it  is  proper  that  regard  be  had  to  them  : 

Resolved,  That  from  the  time  the  reform  of  the  army  takes  place,  they  be 
entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven  years,  in  specie,  or  other  current  money  equi- 
valenti,  and  also  grants  of  land  at  the  close  oi  ^he  war,  agreeably  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  IbibolSeptetiiber,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  oPthe  foregoing  arrangement  of  the  army  be  sent 
to  the  cutuniander  in  chief,  for  hia  opltaon  thereon,  and  that  if  there  ahall  ap> 
pear  no  material  objection,  the  same  be  carried  into  immediate  effect. 

WEDNESDAY,  OeM^r  4»  1780; 

Mr.  Sharpe,  a  delegate  for  North-Carolina,  atteaded  and  took  Mb  float  in 
Congress.  ^     ,  . 

Seiolvedp  That  the  boaid  of  war  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  erase 
from  the  register  of  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
the  name  of  Benedict  Arnold. 

THURSDAY,  October  5,  1780. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported  on  the  petition  of  J.  Hamilton^ 
which  was  referred  to  thetn  ;  thereupon, 

JReftolved^  Tliat  the  bourd  of  treasury  be,  and  liercby  are,  authorized 
to  ilirert  Thomas  iSmith,  commissioner  of  tlie  contliu  nial  h)an-o{iite  for  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  deliver  to  John  f  lam  Uon,  loan-office  certificates  to 
the  amount  of  4B,25b  dollars,  in  full  compeiibation  fur  the  diii'erexice  occa- 
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fioned  by  the  Maj  in  granting  hiK^eertiflcates  otr  the  periods  ivkei \i»m\ 
tvallj  loaned  hie  money.  .  - 

Her  imperial  maiestj  of  all  tiie  Russias,  atten^ve-to  the  freedooiaf  co» 
merce,  and  the  rights  of  nations,  in  her  declaration  to  the  belligerent  aod 
neutnd  powers^  having  proposed  regalations,  founded  upon  firincipies  of 
jnstice,  equity,  and  tnoderatit>n,  of  which  their  most  Christian  and  Catholic 
majesties,  and  most  of  the  neilral  maritime  powers  of  BovofO)  hafe(l0di» 
ed  their  approbation  ; 

Congress,  willing  {->  testify  their  regard  to  the  rights  of  commercp,  and 
their  respe  ct  tor  the  sovei  eic^n,  who  hath  proposed  and  the  powers  whukvc 
approved  the  said  reguiation  ;  Resolved^ 

That  the  board  of  admit  altj  prepare  and  report  instructions  for  the  com- 
manders of  armed  vessels  commissioned  by  the  United  States,  conformable 
to  the  principles  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the  empress  of  ail  the  Rus- 
stas,  on  the  nghts  of  neutral  vessels ; 

That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States^  it  innted 
^ereto^  be  and  hereby  are  respeetiveiy  empowered  to  aecede  to  ssch  ngo- 
lations,  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  declaration,  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  Congress  expected  to  assemble  in  pursuance  of  the  invitikiiNiif 
her  imperial  majesty. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  respec- 
tive ministers  of  the  United  States,  at  foreign  courts*  and  to  the honofuibie 
the  minister  jjlenipotentiary  oi  France. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  anil  herebr  is  directed  to  or- 
der a  court  of  enquiry  to  be  held  on  the  conduct  of  major -gen.  Gateau 
commander  of  the  southern  army. 

Resolved^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  :ind  hereby  is  directed  toip- 
poiitt  an  officer  to  command  the  southern  aiiny,  in  the  room  ofgeii.  Gata 
until  such  enquiry  be  made. 

FRIDAY*  Octoker  6»  1780. 

Re$olved,  That  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New* York  berefasstd 
to  deliver  to  the  order  of  Abraham  Skinner,  commissary-general  of  pnssoers, 
5200  barrels  of  flour  (in  part  of  the  supplies  called  (qt  from  tfa$t  stale  bj 
Congress)  tor  the  use  of  the  prisoners  in  New-York. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  hospital  department, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  doctor  William  Shippen,  jr.  was  elected  direc- 
tor-^enpral ;  doctor  John  Cochran,  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army; 
dfK  tor  James  Craik,  doctor  Meiachi  Treat^  doctor  Charles  M*Night» 
liospital  physicians. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  x>f  the  subject  relative  to  tao 
jiii isdiction  of  the  tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  New-Hampshire 
Grants,  when  a  letter,  of  the  2d,  tVom  lia  Allen  and  SLepheu  iL  Bradlcji 
was  read. 

SATURDAY,  October  7, 1780. 

Congress  proceeded  in  tiie  election  of  officers  in  the  hesnital  dcptrtoMsli 
and  the  ballots  being  taken*  Thomas  Bond*  jun.  was  elected  ponrepir; 

Isaac  Ledyard,  assistant  purveyor;  doctor  ^drew  Craigie,  apothecary; 
William  Johonot,  assistant  apothecary' ;  doctors  James  Til  ton,  Samuel  ; 
Adams,  David  Townshend,  Henry  Latimer,  Francis  Hagan,  Philip  Turner, 
William  Burnet,  John  Warren,  Moses  Scott,  David  Jackson,  Bodo  Otta, 
Moses  Bloomfielrt,  William  Eustis*  George  Draper^  Barnabas  Binuej*  bos* 
pital  physicians  and  surgeons. 

On  motion  of  the  medical  committee, 

Resohedt  That  doctor  Matthew  Maus  be  appointed  surgeon  to  the  regi- 
ment of  invalids  commanded  by  col.  L.  NicolSi  and  that  col.  Nicola  b« 
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rathorixed  to  a|ipoi&t.a  proD<ir  Mr^Mii'a  ntte  to  the  said  regiiBeiit«  when 
:he  Domber  of  sick  shall  make  it  necessary. 
On  motion  of  tlie  delegates  of  Virginia, 

JSiBolvedf  That  Charles  Fleming  and  Forster  Webb,  esqrs.  be  and  hereby 
^re  appointed  commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them 
to  emloiee  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  parsnant 
to  the  leeelution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  iast 

MONDAY,  Oefoher  9,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  27tb,  from  major-sen.  Gates,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  major  Armstrong  iiave  leave  of  absence,  for  the  recovery 
<^  his  health.  ^  - 

Sesolved,  That  John  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  be  ambhere- 
bj  is  directed  to  sell  all  the  canvass  in  Ms  possession,  except  w  hat  the  navy 
board  of  the  eastern  department  may  deem  sufficient  for  the  immediate  use 
of  the  navy,  or  suitable  for  soldiers'  tents;  and  also  to  sell  all  other  goods 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  pay  the  money  arising 
from  the  sales,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Resolved^  That  the  agent  for  continental  prisoners  at  New-York  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  issue  supplies  to  the  navy  prisoners,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  to  those  of  the  land  army,  as  practised  by  him  heretofore ;  and  that 
he  make  distinct  returns  to  the  board  of  admiralty  of  aU  supplies  by  him 
if;sued  to  the  navy  prisoners,  distinguishing  liiuse  in  continental  service  from 
those  in  private  ships  of  war,  and  the  respective  ships  and  states  to  which 
the  latter  belonged  when  taken. 

TUESDAY,  October  10,  1780. 

Hesolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquish* 

cd  to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular  state,  pursuant  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into 
di^^tiuct  republican  states,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  union, 
and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence,  as  the 
other  states:  that  each  state  which  shall  be  so  furnied  snail  contain  a  suitable 
extent  of  territory,  not  less  tiuin  100  nor  more  than  150  miles  square,  or  as 
near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  adroit:  That  the  necessary  and  reason- 
able expenses  which  any  particular  state  shall  have  incurred  since  the  com- 
mencement of  tiie  present  war,  in  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in  maint 
iaining  forts  or  garrisons  within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  accjuiring  any 
part  o?  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  reimbursed : 

That  the  said  lands  shall  be  granted  or  settled  at  such  times  and  under 
such  regulations  as  shall  hereaner  be  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them. 

FRIDAY,  October  IS,  1780. 

It  appearing  from  the  letters  of  governors  Jeilerson  and  Rutledge,  and  of 
major-general  Gates,  that  colonel  Morgan's  promotion  to  the  rank  of  a  briga- 
dier-general will  remove  several  embarrassments  which  impede  the  public 
service  in  the  souiiiern  department,  and  that  it  wiii  otherwise  greatly  ad- 
irance  the  siaid  service :  *  ' 

£«soji9«tf,  therefore.  That  colonel'DanielMoigan  be  and  hereby  is  appoint- 
ed to  the  rank*  of  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States* 

Reaohid,  That  John  Wells  and  Edward  Chin,  commissioners  of  accounts 
in  the  northern  department^  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  an  extra  chamber 
of  accounts,  subject  to  the  rules  and  reguiatioiis  laid  down  in  the  resoltttlon 
•f.  Congress  of  the  12th  of  June  last. 
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SATURDAY,  Motar  14, 1780. 

Hmnhffd^  That  a  moiittiiieiit  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  late  major- 
ffencral  the  baron  de  Kalb,  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  In  the  stale  of  Marj- 
land,  with  the  Allowing  inscription : 

Sacred  to  the  meinorv  of  -  ■ 

Tlie  BARON  DE  KALB, 
Knight  of  the  rov;>!  nrdcv  of  militaiy  merit. 
Brigadier  oi"  die  anuies  o4  Finance, 
And  Major-seoeral  in  the  lervke  of  the  Uuiied  States  of  Ameritt : 

Havinj;  s«T\e«l  m  t(h  honor  und  rcpMt''rinii  for  thrrc  veal's. 
He  gave  a  lust  amlgionoua  proot  of  liis  uttttvhmcnt  to  the  iibcitiea  o4" 
iimnkittd  md  tho  mkhk  oT  Ahwhss^ 
In  the  ftOdOQ  near  Camdt  n,  in  the  state  S<Mlth*€3ttroliui, 
.  ^        Oil  the  16ih  of  August,  1/80: 

Wh<sre,  letding  on  the  troops  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines 

against  superior  munbers. 
And  animating  iIh-iu  by  his  example  to  deeds  of  vaioOT, 

He  was  jwcitcU  with  iiiuny  wounds,  and 
On  the  19th  following  expiivil,  in  the  48lh  year  of  his  afe» 
The  Conp-css  of  tlu-  I'niu  tl  Stales  of'  Anierict, 
la  gratitude  to  liis  zeal,  iiervices  and  luerit. 
Have  erected  this  monfiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Con2;rpys  be  given  to  br  if;;ifiiers  Sraallwood 
and  Gist,  and  to  the  officers  afnl  soiiiiers  in  the  Maryland  and  Delaware 
lines  ;  the  different  corps  of  artillery  ;  colonel  Porterfield's  and  major 
Armstrong's  corps  of  light  infantry,  iiud  colonel  Armand^s  cavalry  j  fur 
their  bravery  and  good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  action  of  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust last,  near  Camden,  in  the  state  or  8iuth*Ctkrolina* 

JResolved,  That*  the  ^nks  -of  Coccress  be  ciTen  to  snok  of  the  miiilia 
officers  and  soldiers  who  distingaished  themselves  by  thdr  mdoafMi  that 
Occasion. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  general  Washington's  letter,  mentioning 
the  death  of  brigadier-general  Poor,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelli- 
gence, and  published  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense  Congress  entertain 
of  the  ineiit  and  <?ervices  of  the  said  brigadier-general. 

liesolvedf  That  each  of  the  surveyors  of  the  post-oftice  be  nil  owed  533  1-5 
dollars  per  annum,  and  3^  dollars  per  day,  while  travelling  the  roads  in  th^ 
discharge  of  their  duty : 

The  secretary  to  the  president  of  Congress,  450  dollars  per  annum: 

The  steward  to  the  pi  esiilent  of  Congress,  550  dollars  pei  annum. 

Bestdvedt  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  and  comptroller  of  the  post- 
office  be  800  dollars  per  annum  s 

That  the  above '  salaries  be  paid  in  the  sane  manner  as  those  Agreed  to 
the  13th  of  September  last.- 

That  in  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  the  aodilors 
of  accounts  at  the  army  are  engaged,  they  be  allowed^  each,  two  additioiiil 
rations  per  day,  while  with  the  army. 

Bi'solved^  That  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  esq.  late  secretary  to  the  honorable 
WiiliLiin  Lee,  late  commissioner  for  the  United  States  at  the  courts  of  Vien- 
na and  liei  lin,  be  considered  on  salary,  at  the  rate  of  £  300  sterling  per 
annum,  from  the  time  he  left  London,  to  go  to  Mr.  Lee,  at  Vienna,  which 
was  in  the  month  of  May,  ir78,  until  he  came  to  this  city  \vilh  letters  to 
Congress,  ifoni  Mr.  Lee,  in  the  month  of  l)c(  eniber,  1779:  That  Mr.  Stock- 
ton be  not  allowed  for  any  expenses,  and  that  the  several  sums  of  moneyhe 
has  received,  agreeably  to  his  liquidated  account,  be  deducted  from  the  salary 
aforeBoid,  and  the  balance  paid  to  Mr.  Stockton,  in  specie,  or  evrront  no- 
ne^ equivalent;  rating  specie  dollars  at4s  6(i  sterling. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  senate  and  house 
of  assembly  of  the  state  of  New- York,  of  September  21st,  delivered  ins 
report,  which  was  read ;  Whereupon; 
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CoDgress  passed  the  followine  retehitiim : 

Whereas  the  state  ef  New- York  was  required*  by  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  25th  of  February  last,  to  furoish  11,200  we%ht  of  beef;  and  whereas 
it  will  be  of  public  ad?aiita|e  to  procure  flour  as  near  us  .possible  to  the 

military  posts  and  quarters  of  the  army : 

•  Resolvpft,  That  (lon^ress  do  agree,  that  the  state  of  New-York,  accordini; 
to  their  proposals  set  turth  in  the  letter  above  tnentioned,  may  substitute 
flour  iu  iieu  ol  any  quantity  of  beef  which  may  be  deficient  on  the  1st  day 
of  November  next,  of  the  quota  allotted  to  the  said  state,  at  the  rate  of  4^ 
doliars  for  every  hundred  weig^ht  of  flour  and  5^  dollars  for  every  hundred 
weight  of  beef;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  state  sball  continue  to 
provide  and  dehver  the  quantity  of  beef  requested  to  be  furnished  by  the 
commitfee  of  Coagress,  lately  with  the  army,  in  their  letter  of  the  !Sd  of 
June  last,  and  11S5  head  of  cattle,  in  addition  thereto.  * 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the  state  of 
New- York,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston  for  the  relief  of  the  treasury 
of  that  state,  report  as  their  opinion, 

That  if  the  application  should  be  granted,  the  like  benefit  maybe  claim- 
ed for  other  states  ;  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  compliance  with 
such  demands  would  involve  the  United  States  in  the  greatest  di^cultieSy 
and  that  it  cannot  therefore  be  complied  with  :  i 

Eesoivedt  That  Congress  agree  to  Uie  said  report. 

MONDAY,  OeMer  16,  1780. 

It  appearing  to  Congress  that  lieutenant-colonel  Temanthad  Impressed  . 
from  kisa  two  good  riding  horses  during  the  siege  of  Cherleston,  by  order  of 
the  state  of  8outh-€arouna, 

Ordtredt  That  the  quarter-master  general  furnish  lieutenant*colonel 
Ternant  with  two  good  horses,  reporting  their  Talueuto  the  treasury  board, 
who  are  hereijr  directed  to  make  the  said  state  accountable. 

TUESDAY,  October  17,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  doctor  Isaac  Forster  arul  doctor  Jonathan  Potts  deliver  all 
public  stores  in  their  possession  to  doctor  Thomas  Boti<i,  purveyor  of  the 
nuspitals,  or  his  order,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  and  trans- 
mitting one  of  each  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  16, 1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  reported  for  setting 
a.  dart  a  dajr  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  and  wmed  to  the  following  draught : 
Whereasit  hath  pleased  Almighty  God^  the  Father  of  all  mercies^ amidst  the 
victSMtiides  and  calamities  of  war,  to  bestow  blessings  on  the  people  of  these 
states,  which  call  for  their  devout  and  thankful  acknowledgments,  more  es- 
pecially in  the  late  remarkable  interposition  of  his  watchful  providence,  in 
rescuing  the  person  of  our  commander  in  chief  and  the  army  from  imminent . 
dangers,  at  the  moment  when  treason  was  ripened  for  execution  ;  in  pros- 
perin<;  the  labors  of  the  husbandmen,  and  causlni^  the  earth  to  yield  its  in- 
crease in  plentiful  harvests  ;  and,  above  all,  in  continuing  to  us  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  i^ospel  of  peace. 

It  is  therefore  reconiineuded  to  the  several  states  to  set  a  part  Thuraday, 
the  7th  day  of  IJeceiiiber  next,  to  be  obherved  as  u  day  of  public  thanks* 
givi;^gand  prayer ;  that  all  the  people  may  assemble  on  that  day  to  celebrate 
the  praises  or  our  Divine.  Benefactor ;  to  confess  onr  unwor&iness  of  the 
least  of  his  favors,  and  to  offer  ^our  fervent  supplications  to  the  God  of  all 
grace  ;  that  it  may  please  him  to  pardon  our  heinous  transgressions  and 
ilMiine  oar  hearts  for  the  future  to  luep  all  his  laws  j  to  comfoit  Mid  ratiern 
YOL.U.  68 
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our  brethren  who  are  any  wise  alBicteil  or  distressed  :  to  smile  upon  our 

husbandry  and  trade  ;  to  direct  our  public  councils,  and  lead  our  forces, 
by  land  and  sea,  to  victory  ;  to  take  our  illustrious  ally  under  his  special 
protection,  and  favor  our  joint  councils  and  exertions  lor  the  establishment 
of  speed?  and  permanent  peace;  to  chensh  all  schools  aiid  seminaries  of 
educatiiui,  aud  to  cause  the  knowledge  of  ChnsUdiiity  to  spread  over  ail  j 
tiie  earth. 

Done  ia  Congmfiy  this  18th  iUy  of  October*  1780,  and  in  the  fifth  jttr 
0f  Hm  iml^ndence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THURSDAY,  October  19,1780. 

Three  letters  from  gen.  Wa»hio^on,  all  dated  the  15tb»,  Were  read,,m 
of  then  eadoftiai;  copies  of  proposaU  for  appointing  a  conomissary  of  pri- 
soners to  reside  with  the  American  and  British  armies  respectively;  , 

Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  tlie  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  to  carry  into  eflect  : 
the  proposals  olfetcd  on  his  part,  or  to  make  any  other  agreeioenl  lor  the  ' 
appointment  of  such  commissaries  of  prisoners  as  be  shall  judge  proper.  | 

SATUROATt  OcMtr  %U  treo. 
\  Conmsa  risnned  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  oommitteemi  , 
general  Washington's  letter  of  the  lltb ;,  and  thereupon^ 

jRno(onf,  That  the  several  regiments  of  infantry*  i^qnested  from  the  | 
respectiTe  states,  by  a  resolotion  of  the  Sd  inst  be  augmented,  and  consist  ; 
of  one  colonel,  one  lientenant-colonel,  one  major,  where  the  full  coloosls 
are  continued :  or  one  lieutenant-colpnel  commandant  and  two  majors, 
where  full  colonels  are  not  continued  ;  9  captains,  2^3  subalterns,  1  surgeon, 
1  surgeon's  mate.  1  seijeant-maior,  1  quarter  master  serjeant,  45  serjeaots, 
1  drum-major,  1  tie-major,  10  drums,  10  tites,  612  rank  a[i(l  tile  : 

That  there  be  one  captain  and  two  subalterns  to  each  comji#oy,  and  tliat  i 
the  four  supernumerary  subalterns  shall  each  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
one  of  which  is  to  i  i^ide  in  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  to  inlist  and  fur-  J 
ward  on  recruits ;  one  drum  and  fife  from  each  regiment  to  attend  the  n* 
.  cruiting  oflGiccr ;  the  other  three  siipernnmerary  oAcers  to  do  the  doty  of 
pav-master,  quarter-master  and  adjutant.  In  their  respective  regiments* 

That  the  regiments  of  artillery  be  augmented  to  10  companiel  eacht  , 

That,  instead  of  4  regiments  of  cavalry,  there  be  4  legionary  corps*  con- 
sisting of  4  troops  of  mounted  dragoons  and  2  of  dismounted  dragoons,  esch 
consisting  of  60  privates,  with  the  same  number  of  comm^uoned  andnso- 
commissioned  officers  to  eacli  troop  as  at  present. 

That  there  be  two  partisan  corps,  consisting  of  3  troops  of  mounted  and  3 
of  disjnounted  dragoons,  of  50  each, one  of  which  corps  to  be  commandetl  by 
col.  Armand,  and  tl«e  other  by  major  Lee,  and  officered  by  appointment  of 
the  conuiKiiider  in  chief,  wllli  the  approbatinn  (  f  Congress:  and  that  the 
cuniniandtM  in  chief  bo  authorized  to  diiect  a  mode  lui  completing^  recruit- 
ing and  supplying  tlie  said  corps. 

That  the  whole  of  the  troops  be  inllsted  during  the  war,  aud  join  thdr 
respective  corps  by  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  in  the  soqtheru  de- 
partment, direct  the  officers  of  each  state  to  meet  and  agree  upon  tiie  oS« 
cers  for  the  regiments  to  be  raised  by  their  respective  states,  from  those  w|)0 
incline  to  continue  in  service ;  and  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agreement, 
to  be  determined  by  seniority,  and  make  return  of  those  who  are  to  remain, 
which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  with  the  names  of  the  officers 
reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life. 

,  That  the  ofiicers       shall  continue  in  tiie  service  to  the  end  of  tlie  Wi 
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thall  alto  be  entitled  te  hnlf  pay  duriiigj  Ufe^  to  oomoieiicefroiii  the  tine  iff 
their  redlfietteA.  * 

Ofdendf  That  Jebn  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  deliver  to  the 
quarter- maiter  general,  or  his  order,  all  the  duck  in  his  hands  suitable  fot 
teDts»  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  made  up  into  tents  for  the 
army,  resenting  only  so  much  thereof,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, is  necessary  for  the  immpiliate  supply  of  the  navy. 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  forthwith  ^ive  the  necessary  information  to 
the  said  agent,  that  whatsoever  is  not  appropriatvd  to  tlieuse  of  the  navyi  be 
delivered  over  to  the  quarter-master  general  without  delay. 

A  ietter,  of  the  4th,  from  W.  Rick  man,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  Thatpr.  Rickman  be  informed,  that  pursuant  to  his  former  re^ 
quest,  he  ia  left  eiil  ia  Ibe  new  arrangemeat  of  the  hospital  departiaaDi* 

MONDAY,  OOober  S^,  1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-general,  and  the  ballots  be« 
ing  taken,  brig;adier  Samuel  II olden  Parsooo  waseleetedy  hatio^  been  pre- 
f kraslj  noaunatetl  bj  Mr.^  B.  Honttngton. 

TUESDAY,  October  24,  1 780. 

Jlpmlved^  That  E.  Blaine,  commissary-general  of  purchnses,  be  diretted 
to  make  accurate  returns  to  Congress  of  the  auppiiea  famished  by  eacb 
atate  since  the  last  «iay  of  December  last. 

Thattho  state  agents  transmit  te  the  coinmamler  in  chief  and  to  the  com- 
Tniss [try -general,  respectively,  monthly  returiisi  of  all  the  provisions  which 
ihall  be  drawn  into  their  hands,  specifying  the  articles  and  magazines  or 
places  where  they  shall  be  deposittid.  And  as  this  regulation  is  of  tiie  at- 
noitlikiportance  to  the  safety  of  the  amy  aadthetoecesaof  ndlitiry  opera- 
ttons»  Ut»e  eamestlT  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  to  enjoin  itas 
a  daty  on  their  state  agents,  under  penalties  which  wilt  enforee  a  prompt 
and  punctual  obedience;  and  that  me  commissary -general  transmit  copies 
of  all  soch  returns  totheJlH>ard  of  war  without  delay ;  and  that  he  also  lay  be* 
fore  Congress  a  general  monthly  return  ot  all  provisions  whieh  shall  hereafter 
be  furnished  by  the  states. 

Resolved,  That  the  stafps  of  Pennsylvania,  Del  a  wnr^^,  and  Maryland,  be 
de«^ired  to  forward  to  cain|)  without  delay,  the  cattle  called  for  by  the  reso* 
lulion  of  tfic  15th  day  of  Scj)tembpr  Inst. 

That  a  copy  of  the  letter  Iroui  E.  Blaine,  and  its  enclosures,  be  transmitted 
witfiout  delay  to  tbe  several  states,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  take  into 
their  seriouj^  consideration  the  pres^ent  want  and  disUesses  of  Uie  army, 
that  thej  furnish  and  forward,  by  means  the  most  efRcacious,  the  supplies 
requested  from  them  respectively ;  and  that  this  subject,  from  the  advanced 
Msaon  of  the  year,  the  entical  state  of  our  affhirs,  and  the  calamittes  coase- 
qaent  on  the  dissolution  of  the  army,  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  to 
eogsge  fte  nnremHted  attention  of  tne  states. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  25,  1780. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  order  sueh 
quantities  of  cloth  and  trimmings,  purchased  from  Messrs.  Tracy  and  com- 
pany, and  now  in  store,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  to  be  for- 
Warded,  in  order  to  be  made  up  in  the  armv  ;  and  that  they  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  forhaviti;^  the  rest  of  the  clothing  made  up  and  delivered  to 
l»e  clothier-general  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  as  they  may  be  required. 

That  in  addition  to  the  measures  taken  by  Con  stress,  it  be,  and  hereby  is, 
'^Mended  to  the  respective  states  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to  fur-  , 
w  tbaurc|notas  of  troops  in  die  oonlinental  line  witli  cloth  in^,.  on  the  terms- 
V^atteiied  in  the  former  resolutions  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 
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THURSDAY,  Oetofor  26,  USO. 

Whereas  the  commissary  gmeral  of  purchases  has  represented  to-OlM^ 
gress,  that  5000  bushels  of  sait,  which  U  lodged  in  the  public  magazines  hi 
the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  is  immedtatelj  wanted  for  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  fbdt  a  dispute  lias  arise?!  whether  it  is  the  property  of  tne  United 
States  or  of  Abraham  liivingston,  continental  agent  in  South -Carolina,  and 
that  it  has  been  a'j^reed  that  it  shoiild  remnin  in  store  until  the  determina- 
tion of  Congress  should  be  known  :  and  wlit  reas  it  is  impracticable  t(i  ascer- 
tain the  ^roundiof  Mr.  Livingston's  claim,  he  being  now  a  prisoner  ot  war 
in  Clmiltston : 

Sesolved^  therefore*  That  the  said  salt  be  delivered  to  the  commissar j-ee- 
0ml  of  pardMeses,  or  his  order,  for  the  public  use ;  and  i{  it  shall  hereafter 
appear  tnat  the  salt,  or  an  j  part  of  it.  Is  the  ri||;htfiii  property  of  Mr.  Liviaf' 
•ton,  tliat  he  sliall  receive  a  just  compensation  for  the  same. 

FUIBXY,  Octobers,?,  mo. 

iSesoivod,.  That  the  boa^d  of  war  be  informed,  that  Congress  approve  of 

their  purchasing  clothing  for  1000  men,  and  laying  out  the  remainder  of 

the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  bills  of  exchange  in  the  purchase  of 
flour  or  other  necess  iries,  to  be  immediately  forwarded  for  the  prisonent 
of  war,  ai^reeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  Aui_nist  last ;  that  the  cloth- 
ing be  disposed  of  to  the  continental  troops  only,  ami  the  provisions  to  them 
and  the  militia  who  were  actually  taken  in  arms  and  remain  prisoners  of 
war  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

SATURDAY,  OetoUr  88, 1780. 

Hemtived,  That  the  director  of  the  hospitals,  the  chief  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  the  hospitals  and  the  army,  and  the  other  physicians  and  surgeons 

the  hospital,  and'also  the  |Mirveyor,  apothecary  and  their  respective  as- 
sistants, and  the  stewards,  do  severally  take  the  oatlis  or  aiTirmations  direct- 
ed by  a  re<<oliition  of  Congress  of  February  3d,  1778;  and  deposite  dupli- 
cate certificates  oi  taking  the  snme  with  the  nieflicril  committee  as  soon  as 
possible;  that  the  said  oilicers,  respectively,  be  subject  to  the  pain<?  and  pe- 
nalties mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  the  above  date,  for  neglecting  to  take 
the  said  oatiis  or  affirmations;  and  that  the  director  of  the  hospitals  take 
measures  for  carrying  this  resolution  into  intinediate  effect. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  John  Adams  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and, 
inatmeted  to  accept  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  hon.  Henrj  Lau- 
rens, in  pursoance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  6th  instant,  in  #ie^ 
'  same  manner  as  he  is  anth^rized  and  instructed  to  accept  those  heretolbre 
drawn  on  If  r.  Lauren^,  acc<»rding  to  the  resolutions  of  November  fSd,  1779; 
and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  anthoritj  hereby  granted  be, 
and  is  hereby,  extended  to  the  hon.  FranCts  Dana. 

MONDAY,  Odog^r  30.  1780. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  appi  ()\  e  the  appointment,  by  the  commander  in- 
chief,  of  major  gwieral  Greene  to  the  comniand  of  the  southern  army,  agree- 
ably to  their  resolution  of  the  5th  instant,  and  adopt  his  opinion,  that  the 
talents  and  service  of  major-general  the  baron  Steuben,  inspector-general, 
will  be  very  useful  in  the  southern  department ;  to  which  he  is,  therefore, 
hereby  directed^  to  repair : 

That  the  arm  j  for  the  said  department  do  consist  of  all  the  regular  rMimeati 
and  corps  rais^  and  to  be  raised,  from  the  states  of  Delaware  to  ueorgja, 
inclusive,  until  die  further  orders  of  Congress,  or  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  all  the  powers  heretofore  given  by  Congress  to  mi^or-gen«  Gates, 
simse  his  i^ipointment  to  that  command,  be,  and  hereby  are»  continued,  and 
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invested  in  major-gen.  Qreene  ;  who  is  also  to  consider  as  instrnctionsi  all 
such  resolutions  as  have  been  entered  into  by  Congress  suice  the  time  afore- 
mdf  directing  in  any  general  or  particnlar  business  respecting  the  said  (te- 

Eartnent..   That  he  have  power  also  to  organize  and  employ  the  army  under 
is  command,  in  the  manner  he  shall  judge  most  proper^  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  it  he  earnestly  recomniemled  to  the  lesislatures  and  executives  of 
the  said  stateSr  respectively,  to  aiVord  every  necessary  assistance  auiJ  support, 
in  men,  clothing,  money,  arms,  intrenching  tools,  provisions,  and  other  aids 
and  supplies^  to  majur-geueial  Greene,  who  is  lieieby  authorized  to  call  lor 
the  same :  .  . 

iThat  the  heads  of  the  several  stalT departments  for  supplying  the  main 
army  be,  and  hereby  are»  directed  to  furnish,  to  the  orders  of  major-general 
Greene,  such  articles  as,  upon  enquiry,  he  shall  find  cannot  be  obtained  in 
the  southern  department* 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  southern  dcpartmen.t  entotains  doubts  respecting  his  powers* 
with  re'z:ard  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  : 

J^esolved,  1  hat  he  be  authorized  to  negotiate,  from  time  to  time,  a  cartel 
or  exchange  of  prisoners,  with  the  rofnmandirif!;  officer  of  the  British  army 
in  that  department ;  provided  sucli  exchange  be  not  contrary  to  any  generM 
directions  of  Congress  or  the  comuiander  in  chief. .  ^  ' 

TUESDAY,  October  $1,  irSO. 

Mesohedt  That  the  pressing  emergency  of  our  southern  affairs  requiring 
as  speedj  a  reinforcement  of  cavalr^r  as  possible,  major  Lee's  corps  be  or- 
dered to  proceed  immediately  on  their  ronte  to  Join  the  smithem  armj* 

FRIDAY,  JVbvember  3,  1780. 

Besolved,  TbateoK  Jedythan  Baldwin  continue  to  receive  the  pay  of  ccl- 
onel  of  engineers,  as  heretofore. 

Besolved,  That  the  consul,  to  be  appointed  to  reside  in  France,  be  allowed  " 
a  salary  of  1500  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of^ail  commissions  for  bnsincac 
done  on  account  of  the  United  States* 

Whereas  Conj;re88  have  received  information  that  John  Paulding,  David 
Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart,  three  young  volunteer  militia-men  of  the 
state  of  New- York,  did,  on  the  25d  day  of  September  last,  intercept  major 
)ohn  Axidte,  adjutant-gen^ai  of  the  British  army,  on  his  return  liom  the 
American  lines^  in  the  character  of  a  spy ;  and  notv^ithstanding  the  large 
bribts  olTered  them  for  his  release,  nobly  (Usdaining  to  sacrifice  their  eonntrj 
for  the  sake  of  gold*  semired  and  conveyed  him  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  district,  whereby  the  danserous  and  traiterous  conspiracy  of  Benedict 
Arnold  was  brouf^tto  light,  the  insidious  designs  of  the  ennmy  baffied*  and 
the  United  States  rescued  from  impending  danger  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  . 
conduct  of  the  said  John  Pauldin»,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart. 

In  testimony  whereof.  Ordered,  That  each  of  them  receive  annually,  out 
of  the  public  treasury.  900  d^diars  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent  in  the  current 
money  of  these  slates,  dui  ing  life  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  procure  for 
each  of  them  a  silver  medal,  on  one  side  of  w  liich  shall  be  a  shield  with  this 
inscription,  "  Fidelity,"  and  on  the  otlitr  the  following  motto,  *'  Vincit 
nnor  patrise»"  and  forward  them  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  is  request- 
ed to  present  the  same,  with  a  copy  of  this  i-esolntion,  and  the  thanks  of 
Congress  for  their  fidelity,  and  the  eminent  service  they  have  rendered  their 
country.  ^ 
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SATURDAY,  Mwmket  4,  1780. 

Reiolvedf  That  it  be  and  htrebj  ia  recomm^ded  to  the  scTeral  atatea 

leyjr,  in  the  proportions  hereafter  iiientioned»  a  tax,  equal  in  value  to  6,000,000 
of  silver  doRara,  to  be  paid  partlj  in  the  specific  articles  and  at  the  prices 
hereafter  enumerated,  and  the  residue  in  gold  or  silver,  or  bills  of  credit 
mitted  parinaat  to  the  resolution  of  tha  18th  of  March  last: 

NEW-HAMPSHIBE. 

2500  barrels  of  1)ecf ;  at  17  1-2  4ollar8  pcrburfx-l. 
6000  hundred  weight  of  beef;  at  5  1-2  cloll:ii-s  y>t^r  hundred  weight, 
2000  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dolkri*  per  Imndred  w  eiglit, 
20124  nlloiiiofWeBl>Iiidiafitin>  fill!  proof;  all  SJdoQw  pet  gallon  9 
■id  the  Maaee  of  47,fiB3  doDin  in  Oflnej. 

MASSACHUSETTS^AIL 

16000  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barreL 

2000  barrels  of  pork  i  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
29250  hundred  wdiglll  of  beef ;  at  &  i-2  doiburB  p&  himdied  wetf^t 

9750  hundred  weigiit  of  beef;  at  8  dollars  per  liu  mired  weight. 
74576  gallons  of  West-India  rum,  fall  proof;  at  1 0-J  do8tt»  per  gallon. 
13000  buslicis  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  Dui^el ; 
and  the  bakoce  of  273,831  2^  doUan  in  money. 

KHODE-ISLAND  AND  PBOVIDBNCB  PLANTATIOHS. 
.  900  banels  of  beef;  at  17  12  doOaia  per  banvL  • 

PI  bifTf-!'-  of  pork  ;  1X122  dollars  per  barrel. 
15u(;  hinulipd  weight  ot  beef;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
5(JU  huudi  ed  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
20000  Rallons  of  Wefltindia mm,  full  proof;  at  1  2^  doHar  per  gaUon; 
and  tlM^  Udance  of  23,797  2^  doUazs  in  OKHicx. 

CONNECnCUT. 
15000  banels  of  beef  j  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  baireL 
3000  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
18750  bundred  weight  of  beef  $  at  5  1^  doUars  per  hundred  weight 

6250  hundred  weightof  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hnndred  welj^ht. 
250{Xi  felons  of  Wcst-ln(Ma  rum,  full  proof;  at  t  24  doUarpcr  gaUon. 
81 J  bushels  of  suit ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel; 
and  the  bafatnoe  of  202,399  1-3  doOaia  in  money. 

NEW'YORK. 

2800  barrels  of  beef;  at  17 1-2  duflbrs  per  barreL 
1 5ri0  barrels  of  pork;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
16000  barrels  t»f  rtour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 
1330  hundred  weiglit  of  beef:  at  5  1^  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
441  bundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  doUara  per  hundred  weight ; 
and  the  balance  of  &^9&  1-2  dollars  in  money. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

3000  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  tlollai  s  per  barrel. 
.  4000  barrels  o*' pork;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
12000  barrels  of  flour;  at  9  dottafa per  barrei 
4000  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  doUars  per  hundred  wdgfat 
1353  iumdred  weig-ht  of  beef ;  at  8  tioUarn  per  hiuidrod  we^(ht* 
996  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  busiicl; 
and  the  balance  of  107.152  doDan  in  money. 

PENNSYLVANtA 

3000  barrels  of  beef;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barreL  * 
2000  barrels  of  pork  ;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
1500  hiuidt^  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  btmdred  weight 
500  bundled  weigbt  of  beef  t  at  8  dollars  per  liandied  weight 
55000  barrels  of     1  r ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 

50000  ^llons  of  West-India  nnn,  fiill  proof ;  at  1 24  dollars  per  gallooi 
13028  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  the  baknee  of 273,832  24  doUars  hi  money* 

DELAWARE. 

ROO  brurels  of  pork;  ct  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
3471  barrels  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 

^  ^000  guUous  of  Wesvlndia  rum,  full  pi-oof }  at  1  2-3  dollar  per  gallon,  * 
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flK)0  bushels  of  ^ilt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel 5 
and  the  balance  of  20240  2-o  dollars  in  money. 

'  MARY  J  AND. 
4800  baireh  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  doUai-s  per  barrel 
5500  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  dolUmi  per  barret 

20000  barrels  of  flour;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 

9000  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-3  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 

3000  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  4ollai  s  per  hundred  weight 
17007  gaUons  of  West-India  nun,  full  proof;  iit  I  2-3  dollar  per  gallon. 

4000  bushels  of  salt  ;  at  3  dollars  per  bu^l  j  o  . 

and  the  balaace  of  Idd^ll  dolhus  in  money. 

TTRGTNIA. 

9000  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  doUai-s  per  bairel. 
10617  barrels  of  pork ;  at  33doUan  per  barrel 

7529  baiTcIs  of  flour;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 
23670  hundred  weight  of  beef;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  wei^ 
JJ^  ifii£<lrcd  weight  ot  beef;  at  8  dollars  per  InnKired  weight 

?  !S^u'^^?',T^»  ^"^^         I  at  W-o  dollars  per  gallon. 
6673  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  budiel ;  «^    •  . 

aod  the  balance  of  297,M5  doUaia  in  money. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 
3000  barrels  of  beef;  at  17  1-2  doUars  per  banel. 
5000  barrels  of  pork;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel 
6000  barrel  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 

7500  hundred  wei.^Hit  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
2500  hundred  weight  of  beef;  at  8  fiolhrs  per  buadied  weieht.  ' 
991  bushels  of  salt;  at 3  doiiars  per  bushel. 
21000  gallons  of  Weat-Imfia mm,  fuU  proof;  at  1  2-3  doliare  per  gaUon  • 
and  the  balance  of  119,06J  doUara  is  money.  ^    *  * 

Bete^,  That  tbe  articles  aforesaid  be  delivered  by  the  respectire  states 
on  or  before  Ihe  several  dates  hereafter  mentioned,  at  such  place  or  places, 
wilhiii  the  respective  states,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  to. 

N£  W-H  AUPSHIRE 

2500  barrels  of  beef,  3000  gaUons  of  mm,  on  or  befol-e  the  Ist  day  of  Jsnoarv  1781 
1500  gaUons  o4  rum,  on  or  before  the  Ut  ^Uy  of  March,  1781  - 

,2229  S^JOM  <^  ™>»  «>  «•  *>efore  the  IsL  day  of  May,  1781.  '  . 

19634  galtom  of  nnn,  on  or  befbre  the  15th  day  of  July,  1781. 

MASSACHUSETTS-BAT 

16000  barrels  of  beef,  2000  baiTels  of  port  18000  nllons  of '  mm.  2000  bii«hAb  -.i* 
on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1781  01  mm,  -WOO  bnabeb  of  aa^ 

I^^Z^S       ^  ^"'t^^  "i"^  onor  before  the  Ist  day  of  Mav,  1781 
29576  gaUooaof  nnn,  8000  boahels  of  salt,  onor  befiae  the  15th  iy  of  Juiy,  1781. 

BHODE-rSLAND. 

of  J^u^m!"       ^         of  potk.  3000  gaUona  of  i«m,  on  or  before  the  Irt 

IrS.?  ^-^1!^"^  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  lat  day  of  March,  1781, 
oOOO     I  Ions  of  mm,  onor  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 
12508  gaUona  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  July,  1781. 

CONNECTICUT 

^^^^.'imf  ^''^  I^"^  «»"«»^  of       «"  or  belbK  the  1,, 

2000  gallons  of  nun,  o%or  before  the  Ist  day  of  Maieh  1781 
4000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  1781 
15OO0  gaUons  of  rum,  813  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  July,  1781. 

l.fSu!SS^,ntf*       ^"^"^  ^''^  or  befoie  the  lat 

?000  h^rvvh  of  ft.  rir,.on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March  1781. 
4000  barrels  ot  flour,  on  or  before  the  1st  d;tv  of  Mav,  17^n. 
oOOO  barrels  of  hum-,  on  or  bdore  the  loth  of  Julyi  1781,  * 

»^r.r.^      •  NEW>1ERSEY. 
Uy^^fmu'  ?^.P"^  20^^  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  lat 
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1000  barrels  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  Istof  Msardx,  1781. 

2(K>0  ban-cls  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  May,  1781. 
7000  bwrds  of  flour,  996  bust^ls  of  sa]f ,  mi  or  before  the  litb  of  1781. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

3000  ban'els  of  beef,  2000  barrels  of  pork,  6000  barrels  of  flour,  9000  gallons  of  rum, 
2000  bntlieb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  Jaiutuy,  1781. 
3000  burrebaffloiir,4500gaU€iiiiif  ranwlOOOtwBhebof  11^ 

Mardi,  1781. 

6000  barrels  of  flour,  9000  gallons  of  rum,  2000  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  bcf<»«  the  1st 
dty  of  May,  1781. 

40000  barrels  of  Ikiiff,  27500  gaUons  cf  nun, 8028  busbelt  of  nit,  on  or  befote  the  15di 
of  Jufy,  1781. 

DELAWARE. 

800  btrrels  of  porfc,  SOO  barrA  of  flour,  on  or  before  Ihe  Ut  di^  of  January,  178L 
250  ban  cls  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  1st  da\  of  March,  1781. 
500  barrels  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  l^t  of  May,  1781. 

2221  barrels  of  flour,  2000  gallons  of  ruin,  600  bushels  Qf  salt,  on  or  before  the  1^  of 
July,  1781. 

MARYLAND. 

4800  barrels  of  br  cf,  5500  barrels  of  pork,  2500  barrels  offlour,  800  gifloM  oCnmi. 

1000  bn^rhf'ls  of  sjilt,  on  oi- bffDfc  the  1st  of  .Trinimn',  1781. 

12oU  barrt  iii  ot  iiuur,  400  galluns  ot  ruiii,  500  bushels  ot  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
fif  lbidi»  1781. 

2500  barrels  of  flour,  800  gaIk»sol'r«ni,  1000  bushels  of  sah.  on  or  before  the  lit  day 

of  May.  1781. 

13750  baxrels  of  flour,  15007  gallons  of  rum,  1500  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  ISIk 
day  of  July,  1781. 

VIRGINTA. 

9000  barrels  of  beef,  10617  barrels  of  pork,  2500  barrels  orflow,  UOOO  giilkNis  of  lun^ 

1000  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1781. 

1250  barrels  of  flour,  5500  gallons  of  rum,  500  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  Ut 
day  of  March,  1781. 

25t  0  !  nm  ls  of  flouT,  11000  gallons  of  nun,  1000  bushels  of  saU^ on  or  before  the  Isl 

day  of  Vl:iv,  1781. 

1279  baiTcbi  of  flour,  42792  gallons  ui  rum,  4173  buiilieL  of  ball,  on  or  before  the  loxh 
orjiify,178L 

NORTO^AROLINA. 

3000  barrels  of  beef,  5000  barrels  of  pork,  2000  barrels  of  flour,  4000  gallons  a£  naa, 
on  or  bcibre  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781. 

idx)  barrels  offlour,  3000  gallons  of  nun,  on  or  before  the  Isfcdaj  of  March,  1781. 

2000  barrels  of  flour,  4000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 

1000  barrels  of  flour,  llOUO  gaUoms  of  rum,  991  bushels  of  sah,  on  or  before  the  15th 
of  July,  1781. 

J^esolved,  That  each  barrel  of  beef  contain  240  pounds  net;  each  barrel 
of  pork  contain  2^20  pounds  netjcacli  barrel  of  flour  contain  224  pounds  net : 

rUat  the  beef  on  toot  be  delivered  at  sucli  times  and  places  as  the  coca- 
misiary-general  bhall  oider.  "I 

Mesolved,  That  a  return  be  made  on  the  dajs  aforesaid,  respectively,  to 
the  board  oi  war,  and  duplicates  to  the  commisdarj-general.  ^  * 

Meaolted,  That  the  sunib  of  money  above-mentioned  be  paid  into  the  trei* 
wrj  of  the  United  States,  in  four  equal  quarterly  payments,  and  that  the 
first  payment  be  made  on  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1781. 

JResolved,  Tliat  pork  be  received  from  any  state  in  lieu  of  beef,  or  beef  it 
lieu  of  pork,  in  quantities  proportioned  to  the  prices  annexed  to  each»  by  • 
rtsolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  February  last : 

That  continental  rum,  or  other  spirits  suitable  tor  the  armj,  be  received 
in  lieu  of  West-India  rum,  in  proportion  to  the  prices  assigned  to  each  by  tbij 
ftiiid  resolution,  . 

That  Indian  uieul,  well  sifted  or  bolted,  be  received  in  lieu  of  flour,  in  tlie| 
proportion  of  one  pound  and  an  half  of  the  former  for  one  pound  of  the  latter, 
to  be  issued  lo  die  ai  lity  in  tiic  same  proportion  ;  provided  that  no  Indian 
meal  be  thus  commutable  after  the  first  day  pf  March,  without  the  approbi'i 
tioD  of  the  officer  cammftndtng  in  the  department. 
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Mesolvt'd,  That  if  it  shall  appear,  on  an  adjustment  of  the  quotas  of  the  i 
several  states,  that  any  state  has  supplied  mine  than  its  dae  proportion  in 
ralue,  ever^  such  state  slidll  be  paid  the  value  of  the  surplus  at  the  rates 
aturesaid,  m  specie, with  interest  at  six  percent,  per  annum,  from  the  time 
such  surplus  shall  have  been  deposited  as  above  duected ;  aiid  every  state 
which  ahtll  hare  failed  to  suppfj  its  due  proportioa,  shall  hie  chamd  witli 
the  dfBfideocjr  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  the  like  iatereit  thereon,  mm  IIm 
time  that  the  same  ovajM,  to  ha^e  been  deposited* 

CongreBS  proceeded  to  the  election  ofa  oonsttl  to  reside  in  France*  and 
the  ballots  being  taken,  WiUiam  Palfrey  was  et«cled«  havtogboen  prevknis* 
Iraominated  hj  Mr*  Walker. 

MONDAY,  JVhvember  6,  1780. 

Tlie  delet^utes  for  Connecticut  laid  beiore  Congress  the  credentiaU  of 
their  appointineut,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  partizan  corps  commanded  by  mj^or  Lee  in  futnre 
have  two  field  oliicerg,  a  lieutenant-colonel  aiid  a  major. 

Resolved,  That  major  liCe  be,  and  hereby  is,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  of  cavaU  j  ui  the  army  oi  iLe  United  States,  retaining  the 
comnand  of  his  present  corps : 

That  the  fnrdier  arrangement  eC  his  said  corps  be  referred  to  the  eon- 
nsnderin  chief,  to  take  order* 

.  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasuiy, 

on  the  memorial  of  R.  Pomero^,  delivered  in  areport ;  Whi  reupon» 

iSmoivMi,  That,  in  the  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  R.  Pomeroj*  sole 
commissioner  for  settling  and  paying;  the  arrears  of  clothing  for  the  armjr  in 

177r,  the  b'»ard  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  allow  him  a  salary  after  the  rate 
ofliOO  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from  March  6th,  1779,  being  the 
time  of  his  a[)pumtmeut  to  office,  to  the  14th  of  this  inst.  November  ;  and  that 
the  balance  be  paid-to  him  in  bills  of  the  emission  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  I8th  of  March  last,  and  a  warrant  repot  ted  accordingly, 
in  his  favor  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  Loan- 
office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treasury  charge  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  in 
their  books,  with  the  moneys  supplied  him  br  Mr.  Jidin  Bradford ;  that  so 
much  of  tiieir  report  as  relates  to  coL  George  Morgan's  accounts  be  re-eon  • 
mitted,  and  that  the  board  be  informed,  that  the-interest  heretofore  mM  on 
loaoH^ffice  certificates,  under  the  resolutions  of  Congress  previous  to  m  iStii 
of  June  last,  was  paid  and  received  as  full  compensation .  for  intereot  4m» 
a;);reeably  to  the  said  resolutions,  that  all  money  Isatted  under  the  said  reso- 
lutions was  paid  in  on  a  dependence  that  the  said  resolutions  would  be  com- 
plied with  ;  and  therefore  that  no  retrospect  in  additional  interest,  where 
liie  interest  has  been  duly  paid  agreeably  to  tlie  resolutions  aforesaid,  ought  ' 
to  take  place,  but  that  from  and  after  the  28th  June  last,  all  interest  on  loan- 
ollice  certificates  be  paid  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  June  38th«  on  which 
tlie  table  fur  ascei  taiuing  the  value  of  money  loaned  is  founded. 

* 

THURSDAY,  Mn>mher  9,  1780. 

A  memorial  of  the  reverend  James  Sproat  and  Elihu  9pencer  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Buolici,  That  the  hospital  chaplains  having  been  diicontinned,  tbe  com* 

mander  in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is»  directed  to  appoint  brigade  chaplaintftMa 
the  trmy,  from  time  to  time,  ts  attend  the  established  hospitals. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupotty 
Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  the  payment  of  tho  thmr 
horses  reported  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  lientenant-col.  La*. 
Vol.  lU.  69 


Digitized  by  Google 


m  JUilRNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1730. 


Mesolved,  That  the  oftkers  of  cavalry  be  enjoined  to  make  naporclMWof 
horses  on  public  aocouat  without  the  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  JS^ovember  10,  1780. 

Kesolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  orders  given  bv  t]ie  commander 
«  chief  tobrigadier-geoeral  Clinton,  to  supply  the  Canadian  families  resid- 
ing in  the  etate  <^ New- York  with  a  ration  tur  each  individual  ;  and  thai  the 
iroverndr  of  the  aaid  state  be  reqeested  to  cause  an  eoquirj  te  be  made  into' 
Uieir  dresmstancesy  to  fake  them  under  his  nrotection,  and  to  give  ttev  ensk 
further  amtane^,  at  the  osmm  of  the  United  SUtes,  as  be  ehnll  jndjaei  wt- 
eeaaarj. 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  capt,  Traversie,  for  services  done  for  the 
United  States,  by  order  of  migor-fen.  Gates*  be  paid,  and  that  the  board 
Ueasury  liquidate  his  accounts ;  and  that  a  warrant  issM  on  the  tiMiewr 

for  the  balance  which  shall  be  found  due  to  him. 

The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1st,  from  die 
minister  of  France,  setting  forth  the  several  ijicom  eniencies  resulting  fro« 
the  abuse  the  British  make  of  papers  or  clearances  they  take  io  Amorilifi 
prices,  deli vcrtid  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Siaolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  governors  or  pre- 
udenta  of  the  aoTeral  states,  who  grant  commissions  for  private  vessels  of 
war,  that  on  the  back  of  the  commission  there  be  inserted,  a  minute  descrip- 
ttoii  ot  the  peraena  of  tho  captainand  his  lieutenant,  with  their  ,a|«,  stature, 
complexion,  &c.  respectively  certified  by  the  ceYemor  or  pceoiiiMt  onte 
hia  teal  of  office*  . 

That  where  oommissions,  commonly  called  letters  of  marque  and  rcprtssi, 

are  granted  to  armed  vessels  going  on  mercantile  voyages,  the  mmster  and 

his  chief  mate  be  required  to  undersign  their  clearances,  in  the  presence  of 
iht  naval  officer  of  the  port,  who  is  also  to  insert  ou  the  back  of  the  clear- 
ance, a  minute  description  of  the  persons  of  the  master  and  chief  mate,  with 
their  age,  stature,  complexions,  &c.  respectively*  and  to  certify  tho  same 
under  his  signature  and  seal  of  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  John  Lawrence,  as  judge  advocate,  be  se^- 
tkd  at  the  rate  of  60  dollars  per  month,  from  the  time  of  his  appointmeut 
to  tho  STuof  March,  1778,  and  from  that  day  to  the  1st  of  August  Jas^t,  at 
thoratoofrS  dollars  per  month :  That  the  depreciation  on  his  pfiv  shall  be 
adjusM  on  the  same  principlet  as  are  directed  with  respect  to  that  part  ©f 
the  fane  of  the  army  whichla  to  be  provided  for  by  Congress :  that  from  the 
1st  day  of  Aagott  last,  his  pay  and  appointments  be  140  dollara  per  aumU), 
S  rations  per  day,  oxelnsive  of  what  la  allowed  to  the  office  by  the  nrrange- 
meut  of  the  quarter-master's  department : 

That  Mr.  Kd  wards,  besides  his  pay  as  a  lieutenant,  shall  be  entitled  to  an 
addition  of  15  dollars  per  month,  as  deputy  judge  advocate,  and  tiiat  iir. 
Strongshall  m  all  respects,  exccptinn;  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  be  entitled  te 
the  pay  and  appointments  provnitd  for  Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  time  he 
hath  or  shall  c«mtinue  to  execute  tlie  office  of  deputy  juflgc  advocate. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  contiiient^irioan-offices  in  the 


respective  states,  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  forward  to  the  continental 
trtaaery  «t  Fhiladelphia,  all  such  continental  ImIIs  of  credit  as  may  have  been 
from  time  to  timelodced  in  their  offices,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  fcongi  e^s  ut 
the  18th  day  of  Mardi  last;  having  first  cancelled  them  in  the  mode  pre 
iCffibed  by  the  resolution  of  the  Ist  day  of  September  last,  that  they  mav  be 
examined  and  burned.  " 


Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be>  and  herebj  is  fully  nuthoriaed 

and  directed  to  cause  all  horses  in  the  array,  whether  of  public  o>  of  pdvats 
property,  to  be  immediately  removed  from  thence»  which  In  hie  oninm  m 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  be  reUined  for  public  use :  • 
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nmt  all  kMMs  Mmging  to  oUceri.  for  which  forage  is  dlowed,  shall;  Id 
c«ae  they  are  rtaiiovtd  beyiM  tKe'dKstanee  from  whichlong  forage  ii  brouj^ht 
t9  the  army,  be  famished  with  their  rations  of  forage  during  the  winter, or  att 
B<i  II 1  valent  in  monej  paid  for  the  same,  if  kept  at  the  espensa  of  the  owners  I 

That  the  qnarfcer-master  general  take  immediate  measures  for  removing 
ill  horses,  the  property  of  the  fruited  States,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
=  oimnander  in  chief,  can  l>e  spared  from  the  army,  into  some  one  or  more 
>f  the  said  states  where  he  can  provide  the  said  horses  with  forage  on  rea** 
^onable  terms : 

That  if  it  be  deemed  preferable  by  the  commander  iti  chief,  that  a  propor- 
tion of  the  public  horses  shouUl  be  disposed  of  for  draft  oxen,  to  be  provided 
far  tiie  ensuing  campaign,  he  be  autliorized  to  direct  the  quarter- master  gen- 
eral to  effect  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  must  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lie  wmrioe: 

TThat  the  qaariar-master  general  immediately  apply  to  the  eiecntlve  atf^ 
thoritjr  of  the  states  nearest  the  qaarters  of  the  main  army*  to  farnish  such 
|uMtilaesof  forage  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  enable  him  to  lay  up  proper 
Mg^Wfnes  for  the  use  of  tKe  army ;  ana  that  be  also  apply  to  the  more  nis- 
taat  states  to  furnish  the  intermediate  posts  with  forage  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  provisions  and  stores  to  the  armj»  and  provide  forage  for  the ' 
bfirses  removed  from  the  anny  ; 

That,  a«  soon  as  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  the  removal  of  the  horses  in 
camp  are  carried  into  effect,  the  commander  in  chief  cause  returns  to  be 
iiiade  to  the  board  of  war,  of  all  horses,  biitli  of  public  arul  private  property, 
kept  in  camp  id  the  public  expense,  and  also  of  those  removed^  noting  at 
what  places  kept  and  on  what  business  employed. 

MONDAY,  JVWsm^  IS,  17S0. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  governor  JefTersony  was  read,  inclosins  a  letter^ 
of  ^he  tsty  from  major-geueral  Gates,  with  a  particular  account  of  3ie  victoir 
obtained  by  the  militia  over  the  enemy  at  King's  Mountain,  on  the  Tth  oi 
October  last;  Whereupon, 

titBoived,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  spirited  and  militaiy 
conduct  of  colonel  Campbell,  and  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  un- 
ftier  hia  command,  displayed  in  the  action  of  October  Tth,  in  which  a  com- 
plete victory  was  obtained  over  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  advantage- 
on  I  y  pDst^r]  on  K-ing's  Mountain,  in  the  state  of  North-Carolina  ;  and  tliat 
tin.  resoluti,,,,  ho  published  bj  tke  commaBdiiig  officer  of  the  southern  armj, 
iu  g;euerai  ordeis. 

TUESDAY,  JViwmter  14,  1780. 

Jlesolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  mode  suggested  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  of  incorporating  the  remainder  of  the  men  of  the  late  brigadier 
general  Pulaski's  legion,  and  as  many  of  the  officers  as  there  are  vacancies 
for,  iBiD  colonei  Armand's  corps ;  and  that  a  return  be  made  to  the  board 
of  war  of  the  deficiency  of  that  corps,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  com* 
ulete  it  according  to  the  late  estanlishment ;  and  that  lieutenant-colonel 
L«ee  make  a  return  of  the  deficiency  of  his  corps,  for  iheaame  purpose. 

Xhat  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  lay  before  Congress  a  return 
oC  tbe  officers  of  the  engineering  department,  including  those  of  the  compa- 
nies of  sappers  and  miners,  and  distinguishing  such  as,  in  his  judgment,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  retain  in  service,  in  onlt^r  that  the  officers  of  that  de- 
partment, who  shall  be  continued  in  service,  may  be  put  on  an  equal  esta- 
Ulishment  with  the  officers  of  tiie  line,  and  that  .provision  may  be  made  for 
«uch  as  shall  he  reduced. 

Hestfhidf  That  the  clause  of  tbe  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief  of 
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tiie  7th,  which  respects  the  laying  in  magazines  of  provisions  contiguous  to 
the  army,  while  the  season  adtmts  of  transportation,  be  fonvardetl  to  tkft 
executives  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland  ;  that  thej 
be  informed  the  eftbrts  of  those  states  are  become  the  more  esseutial  from 
the  destruction  of  the  grain  upon  the  western  tri»Qtier&  of  the  state  of  JNew- 
York  in  the  late  incursion  of  the  enemy;  and 

Tliat  they  be  earnestly  required  to  urge  forward,  without  loss  of  time,  u 
great  a  proportion  of  the  piovisions  ai>i»igiied  to  their  quotas  as  can  be  fm» 
cured,  tiiat  tiie  trmj  may  no  looger  be  exposed  to  want^or  CongroM  mih 
p1aiftt»,  whadi  it  is  oot  of  tkoir  power  to  lednBss.  '  T 

And  whereas  it  is  represented  bj  die  connander  in  chie^  tfai^^se  Mew 
at  New- York  derive  great  soppltes  of  provisions  from  a  tnMlo  with  the  ad* 
jacent  states,  and  that  the  penalty  .of  this  criminal  commerce,  by  tbo  laws 
now  existing,  is  either  so  slight  or  so  little  attended  to,  that  it  does  not  |nt* 
yent  the  practice :  and  that  by  these  means  the  enemy  have  often  beer)  en- 
abled to  bear  the  disappointment  of  the  arrival  of  their  provision  fleets,  and 
to  avoid  the  distress  which  they  must  have  experienced  had  the  resources  of 
the  country  been  effectually  cut  off  from  them;  and  whereas  most  nations 
have  made  it  capital  for  their  subjects  to  fasnish  the  enemy  with  provisions 
and  military  stores  dui  inj^  war  ; 

Besolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  respective  states,  by  whom  it  hath  not  already  been  done*  to  inflict  capital 
jwnishmentt  on  ail  such  persons  as  shall*  directly  or  indirectly,  supply  the 
'enemy  with  proTislons  or  military  or . naval  stores ;  and  that  the  non£  eftc- 
tnal  measures  be  adopted  by  the  respective  states  for  tiie  vigorooa  cjaecntisn 
of  such  laws. 

WEDNESDAY,  JVorcmAer  15,  1780. 

jReso{i?ed»  That  the  salaries  of  the  officers  on  the  civil  list^as  fixad  by  the 

resolution  of  the  lSthand£5th  of  September  last,  shall  have  retrospect  from 
that  day  to  the  9d  of  November,  1778  ;  that  the  value  of  all  moneys  and  ar- 
ticles received  on  account  of  salaries  since  the  said  2d  day  of  November, 
shall  be  accounted  for  and  ascertained,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
28th  of  June  last ;  and  that  the  balances  shall  be  paid  in  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  March,  17bU,  any  for- 
mer resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Ordereii,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  immediate  measures  for  com- 
pleting the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  William  PaUrey,  late  pay-ma^sr 
general,  sj^eabhr  to  his  reouest,  that  he  may  forthwitii  proceeJ  to  tho  ex- 
ecution ot the  office  to  whidi  he  was  appointed  on  (he  4tn  instants  that  in 
the  adjustment  of  his  accounts  an  allowance  be  made  for  his  pay  and  sub- 
sistence, at  the  rate  fixed  by  Congress,  before  the  1st  day  of  September,  177f, 
upon  the  principle  established  in  the  resolntien  of  this  day : 

That  Mr.  Audibert  be  allowed,  for  his  services  as  first  clerk  in  the  office 
of  pay-master  genera!,  500do11ars  per  annum  ;  and  that  a  settlement  of  his 
accounts  be  accordingly  made  by  the  boani  -of  treasury  on  the  principle 
above  mentioned*  : 

THURSDAY,  JWwemfter  16,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  Charles  Stewart,  commissary -general  of  issues, 
was  read,  respecting  the  resignation  and  settlement  of  the  account  oi  James 
'Gray,  deputy  commissary -eeneral,  at  Albany,  and  proposinj^  that  James 
Gamble,  who  is  now  in  the  departOMnt  with  t(e  grand  army,  may  be  appelat- 
ed to  conduct  the  business  heretofore  under  the  eharge  of  Mr.  Gray,  otetil 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Gray^s  accounts  ;  Whereupon, 

£isoM»  That  Congress  approve  of  the  said  prufnsal }  that  tha  anU  CMS- 
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inisgarT'general  be  directed  to  carrj  the  Mme  into  eftect>  and  Mr.  Graj 
•etUe  bit  aeconls  witbwit  km*  of  tune. 

MONDAY,  .Vovember  20,  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  tbe  committee  on  governof 
Jefferson's  letter  of  the  7th  ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  to  cause 
the  prisoners  taJcen  at  King'^  Mouutaiu  to  Jje  secured  in  such  manner  and  at 
such  places  as  he  raaj  judge  proper  t 

Tut  a  lilt  of  the  naniet  ef  tiw  torj  prttottenbe  takeAy  dittngiishin^  the 
states,  county,  or  district,  to  which  tnejr  soYerally  belong,  end  transoUted 
t»  iheieaeentiee  ef  their  eevenl  atates»  who  are  requested  to  take  sach  order 
respecting  ifae«»  as  the  pnblb  aecoiitjr  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  atatea 
HMj  iPeqaire* 

TUESDAY,  M»9ember  SI,  1780. 

Maolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  war ;  the  member 
choaei^  Mr.  Cqrnell. 

THURSDAY,  JSTovember  £3,  1780. 
Mr.  J.  Root*  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Connectlcat,  attended  and  took 

bis  seat. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  hon.  Ralph  Izard  with 
bills  of  exchange,  out  of  those  already  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  Dr.  Franklin 
and  Mr.  Jay,  to  the  amount  of  52,1 13  livre«,  being  the  balance  of  his  account, 
as  accepted  by  Congress  on  the  11th  of  August  iast;  30,000  livres  thereof 
to  be  on  Mr.  Jay,  and  the  remainder  oa  Dr.  Franklin. 
'  J?emf«ed,  That  the  hon.  John  Adams  be  informed  of  this  transaction,  which 
ia  to  soperaede  the  orders  gi?en  to  the  hon.  Henir  Lanrens,  on  the  X  1th  of  An* 
gust  lasty  fiir  the  payment  of  the  said  balance  of  5d,ll9  Kvres  to  Mr.  Izard. 

The  hoard  of  war,  to  whem  was  referred  the  petition  ef  capt.  Joseph  Tra* 
▼crsi,  report, 

That  it  is  inezpedieDt  to  give  him  any  militaij  rank  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States : 
JSiiohed^  That  Congress  agreie  to  the  said  report. 

FRIDAY,  JTowmher  24,  1780. 

Mr.  Clyiiier,  a  delegate  ior  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attcDiIeU  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  the  delegates  for  that  state,  which  \v  eqe  read. 
,  The  taoaid  ef  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  firom  col.Tupper  doll- 
Tared  in  a  report;  Whereapon, 

.  /Mvni,  Thattheletter,  ofthe  adiinstttit,  from  cel.  Benjamin  Tupper, 
leqneatinff  payment  for  55  stand  of  arms,  detained  bj  col.  Fellows  from  the 
men  of  the  8th  Maasachusetts  regiment,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1775,  be 
referred  to  the  executive  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  examine  into  the  nature 
of  the  claim,  and,  if  equitable,  to  take  order  for  the  paym^t  of  the  same^ 
on  account  of  the  United  States. 

OrdRved,  That  doctor  Shippen,  director  of  the  hospitaln,  repair  to  head- 
quarters,  and  put  himself  under  the  orders  oi  the  commander  in  chief. 

^  SATURDAY,  Mvember  25,  1780. 

A  bill  of  exchange  was  presented  to  Congress,  drawn  on  the  honourable 
John  Hancock,  president  ul  Congress,  by  Samuel  Chew,  in  favour  of  the 
4inler  of  Michael  Hendrick  Lesten,  expressed  for  the  sum  of  632  guilders, 
expressed  to  be  for  saadrtes  supplied  for  the  brigaattne  Resistance,  dated 
at  Demarara,  December  8, 1777^ 

Mmi,  That  the  tame  he  referred  ts  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  take 
order* 
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Resolvedi  That  atl  the  ai-tificers  in  the  department  of  militarj  stnre?  id 
Pennsylvania,  be  removed  to  Carlisle;  nnd  that  in  future  only  an  issuing 
•tore  and  an  elabaratory  for  tixin^;  ainmurution  be  kept  in  Pliiladelphia. 

That  gen.  Washington  detach  a  tield  officer  of  artiitery  to  take  the  com- 
mand and  superinteiia  tbe  busin'^ss  at  Carii8le»  and  under  the  orders  of^tk  ! 
board  of  w  in . 

That  llie  commisstiry-general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  forma  sufficient 
masQziue  of  proTisbns  at  Carlisle  lor  the  supply  of  the  post. 

That  the  board  of  treasary  take  Immediate  measann  for  fimlttking  snch 
•oma  of  money  as  shall  be  necessifjfer  sepplying  the  department  of  mtllta*  i 
ry  stores,  agreeably  to  an  estimate  approved  by  the  tNtara  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tbeletteTj 
of  the  Vliht  from  Jonathan  Bryan,  which  is  in  the  words  following : 

That  the  several  matters  stated  in  his  lettei'lkppear  to  be  true,  and  there* 
fore  from  the  particular  situation  of  Mr.  Bryan,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
hard'ihips  he  has  suftercMl  by  a  lonn;  captivity  and  removal  far  from  Ins  family  ; 
and  friends,  at  his  a^haiiced  period  of  lite;  they  recommend  that  Mr.  Brjaa  : 
be  reimbursed  1400  dollars,  advanced  by  Inm  in  March,  1778,  for  the  use 
of  the  troops  in  Georgia,  accoi diiig  to  the  value  of  the  money  at  that  time;  i 
that  he  also  be  paid,  £4'^  10s.  sterlinq:,  on  account,  being  one  half  of  the 
value  of  the  two  boats  at  the  time  they  were  furnished  for  the  use  of  lift"  . 
annv  ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  treasurj»  to  take  older* 

molved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

MONDAY,  J^&vember      1780.  I 

Hesolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  (o  | 
enter  into  such  contracts  as  they«  In  their  discretions  shaU  think  ftt»  for  the 
pnrpose  of  despatching  the  frigate  TrumbuU  on  a  cruize*  not  to  eiceed  lii 
months,  for  the  protection  of  trade  and  annoyance  of  the  ettswy,  withoat 

loss  of  time. 

Addkkmal  io^uctionf?  to  th(»  captains  an?!  commanders  of  r<ll  ships  of  war  and  piivAle  iMMd Wi* 

sels  \\\iu  shall  have  conirnis  lous or  letiers  ot  inai*que  and  rt  priwil. 

1st.  You  shall  permit  ail  neutral  vessels  freely  to  navigate  on  the  high 
seas  or  coasts  of  Yinei  ica^  except  such  as  are  employed  in  carrying  contra- 
band goods  or  soldiers  to  the  enemies  of  these  United  States. 

2d.  You  shall  not  seize  or  capture  any  eft'ects  belonging  to  the  subjects 
of  heUismnt  powers  on  board  nentral  vessels,  except  contraband  goods. 

Sd.  The  term  contratmd  shall  be  confined  to  those  articles  wliich  sre  j 
expressly  declared  to  be  snch  in  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  of  Fe-  | 
bruary  6tb,  177S,  between  these  United  States  andhis  most  Christian  ma- 
je#tjr,  namely,  arms,  great  guus,  bombs  with  their  fuses  and  other  things  be-  | 
longing  to  them,  cannon  balls,  gin*powder,  match,  pike8»  swords,  lances,  : 
spears,  halbert^,  mortars,  petards,  grenadoes,  salt  petre,  muskets,  musket- 
balls,  bucklers,  helmets,  breast -plates,  coats  of  mall,  and  the  like  kind  of 
arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers,  musket-rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  fuffli: 
ture,  and  all  otlier  warlik*^  iri'^tf  nments  whatever. 

4th.  That  all  c(noiiu^si(ins,  l)onds,  and  instructions  shall  be  coidurmablc 
to  the  preceding  reoulatiohs :  and  if  any  thing  shall  be  done,  or  willintrly  ■ 
suSered  to  be  done,  conu  ary  thereto,  the  offender  sliall  imt  nnlv  luileit  his 
cummission  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  bond,  | 
but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  sustained  by  iodt  ' 
malversation.  ^ 

5th.  These  tastrocttons,  the  principles  on  which  they  are  grounded,  tnd  < 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  5(h  day  of  October  last*  shall  serve  as  a  role  (tf 
proceeding  in  the  United  States  on  the  legality  of  prizes. 
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TUESDAY,  JVot-emZ/ei'  ^2'6,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Motte,  a  member  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
was  read,  stating,  that  on  examining  the  certificates,  it  appears,  that  of  the 
14W  dollars,  reooried  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bryan,  800  were  auvanced  bj  him  oa 
the  9th  of  March,  1777,  and  buo  on  the  2d  of  March,  1778. 

OnUiMi,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasurer  to  take  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  commander  in  chief,  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
southern  department,  tbe  innp^ctor-feiwral,  the  adjntaVit^geiittnil,  and  the 
commaDdiug  officer  of  each  states*  line,  respectively,  be  supplied  with  the 
jottriial»  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the  amy. 

Some  doubts  having  arisen  in  the  piinds  of  the  general  officers',  whether 
resolution  of  tbe  21»t  of  October  last,  granting  hal^pajr  lor  life  to  the  offi- 
cers who  shall  remain  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  was  meant  to  ex-* 
tend  to  them  : 

Pe'inlved,  That  tlie  said  half-pay  for  life  be  extended  to  all  major-generals' 
und  brigadier-generaU,  who  sliall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  tiie  war: 
That  the  reboiution  of  tlk^  2lst^of  October  was  so  meant  and  intended. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mvember  29,  1780. 

Mr.  Wolcolt,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Connecticut;  attended  and  took 

his  seat. 

Resolved^  That  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  8th  of  January  last,  providing 
for  the  payment  of  officers' horses  killed  in  action,  be  ^^xtended  to  such 
officers  entitled  to  keep  them,  v  ho  siiail  have  llu  ir  horses  wounded  and  dis- 
abled in  action ;  provided  the  horses  so  wounded  and  disabled  be  delivered 
to  the  department  of  the  quarter-master  general. 

Resolved, 'Vhai  two  commissioners  be  appointed  to  act,  in  conjunction  with 
the  treasurer,  in  examining,  counting  and  burning  the  continental  bills  of 
credit  paid  in  by  the  several  loan-officers,  to  be  destroyed  under  tlie  direc- 
tion of  the  beard  of  treasury : 

That  the  treasurer  and  commissioners  aforesaid,  take  proper  care  to  select. 
all^ooiiiitarfeitSf.  if  anj  may  happen  to  be  aaftong  tiie  biUs  sq  brought  in  to'be 
destroyed* 

THURSDAY,  Member  30, 1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  of  - 
November  27th,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Wliereupon, 

Bisolved^  That  the  suin  of  4000  dollars,  in  specie,  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer,  be  applied  to  the  use  of  theofficen  who  are  prisoners  in 
Charlestown,  and  transmitted  for  the  supply  of  th0  said  officers  by  the  flag 
which  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  South -Carolina;  and  that  bills  on  our  ^ 
ministers  in  Europe,  to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum,  be  by  the  board  of  war 
returned  and  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  of  the  continental ' 
loan-office  far  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  board  of  trea;iury  immediately  nuike  s:ile  of  part  of 
the  aforesaid  bills,  so  deposited  by  the  board  <»r  war,  to  the  amount  of  100, 
OOO  dollars,  to  be  ])ut  into  the  hands  of  the  board  of  war,  to  forward  the 
wagonn  with  stores  Tor  the  use  of  the  southern  army,  and  for  payment  of  the 
artiticers  ordered  to  the  southward. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  coiumissary -general  of  purchases,  whose  duty 
shall  be  to  purctiase  provisions  under  the  lareotion  of  Coii^i  e.-s,  the  comman-' 
der  in  chief  or  board  of  war:  to  call  upon  the  principal  state  aeents  or 
commissioners  for  such  supplies  as  their  respective  legislatures  shall  make 
provision  for,  and  to  keep  up  a  regular  correspondence  with  them,  to  the  end 
that  their  prospects  of  furnishing  such  supplies  maybe  fully  known;  of 
which  corrcspimdence  he  shall  keep  a  fair  and  correct  register,  as  well  as  of 
every  other  official  transatption  :  to  direct  the  quantities  and  species  of  pro- 
visions to  be  stored  in  the  magazines  of  the  several  states,  under  the  orders 
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of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  forwarded  to  the  army, 
as  occasiou  iiiaj  require  ;  for  which  puipohc  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  call 
pn  the  quarter-master  general,  and  the  deputy-quarter  masters  for  the  means 
of  transjportation :  to  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief  and 
board  of^  war  of  all'  persons  employed  by  ht^n,  S|)ecirying  for  whattime  and 
on  what  terms }  and  of  all  provisions  received  in  each  month,  from  whom, 
from  what  state,  and  the  quantities  delivered  to  the  issuing  commissaries, 
^eir  nainesiand  at  what  posts;  also  of  all  provisions  remaining  on  hands, 
at  what  magazines  and  in  whose  care ;  the  returns  to  be  made  up  to  the  last 
day  of  each  month,  and  forwarded  as  soon  after  as  may  be  :  to  cause  all  his 
accounts  with  the  United  States  to  be  closed  annually,  on  the  1st  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  laid  before  the  board  of  treasury  for  hcttUment,  by  the  1st  day  of 
Match  ensuing: 

That  there  be  a  deputy-commissary  of  purchases  for  the  southern  army, 
appointed  by  the  commissary -general,  whose  duty  shall  be  the  same  with  re- 
spect to  that  army,  as  that  of  the  commissary -general  with  the  mainaxmy  : 
he  shall  make  his  retoms  to  the  commandin^  officer  of  the  southern  army, 
and  to  tlie  commissary-general^  to  whom  he  shall  be  responsible : 

The  commissary -general  and  deputy-commissary  snail  each  appoint  one 
assistant-commissary,  one  superintendent  of  live  stock,  two  clerfcs;  attd  as 
many  butchers,  coopers,  drovers  and  labourers,  as  may  be  necessary  for  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  department,  and  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  pay 
of  the  butchers,  coopers,  drovers  and  labourors  subject  to  the  control  of  the 

board  of  war : 

'I  bat  the  pay  of  the  several  officers  in  the  department  be  in  the  bills  emit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  tlie  I8th  day  of  March  last  as  follows: 

The  commissary-general  177  dollars  per  month,  3  rations  for  himself  and 
servants,  and  forage  for  2  horses;  deputy-commissary  1^5  dollars  per  month, 
2  rations  for  himself  and  servant,  and  forage  lor  2  horses  :        *   '      '  * 

Assistant  commissaries  7b  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  and  forage  fur  1 
horse.  '  » 

Superintendent  of  ItTe  stock  50  dollars  per  months  1  ration  and  fbrage'^r 
1  horse.  •    .  ' 

Clerks  40  dollars  per  monih  and  1  ration. 

Resolved,  That  no  officer  appointed  under  the  foregoing  regulations  be 
entitled  to  draw  pay  unless  he  produce  a  certificate  of  nis  having  taken  the. 
oaths  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  February  5d,  1778 : 

Resolved,  That  £phrain;i  Blaine,  esq.  be  continued  commissary -general  of 

'purchases  : 

Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  immediately  to  inform  the 
comniissaiy-general  aod  deputy-commissary  of  the  names  of  their  principal 
agents  or  commissioners,  respectively,  for  supplying  the  army,  and  to  oblige 
ihem  to  give  information,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  commissary -generitl,  or 
tlie  deputy-commissary  with  the  southern  army,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  their 
prospects,  and  how  far  they  shall  be  able  to  comply  with  tiieir  requisitions : 

That  tlie  live  stock  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  states  be  delivered  to 
such  store-keepers,  within  each  state,  at  such  times  and  in  such  quantities, 
as  the  commissary -genaral  or  deputy  commi-sary,  shall  direct,  under  the 
regulations  contained  in  the  act  ot  Congress  of  the  l^th  of  July  last»  for  the 
delivery  of  all  other  pubUc  property : 

That  the  store-keepers  appointed  by  the  deputy  quarter-masters  be  sub- 
ject to  thp  orders  of  the  cotnmissary-general,  to  whom  they  are  to  make 
monthly  returns  of  all  their  receipts  and  deliveries,  as  far  as  respects  his 
departments,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  direct : 

That  all  the  resolutions  of  Congress  heretofore  made,  respecting  the  tie- 
partment  of  the  commissary -general  of  purchases,  be  and  tiiey  are  hereby 
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FRIDAY,  December  1,  1780. 

Mr.  HoQston,  ODe  of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  New-Jme^,  \hH  be*- 
ibre  Congress  the  credentials  of  toeir  appointment,  which  were  read* 

A  report  from  tlie  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  accounts  of  Samuel  Fletcher,  late  a  clothing  a^ent, 
employed  bj  the  board  of  war,  by  virtue  i>f  authority  vested  in  them  for  the 
purpose  by  Congress,  be  rererreil  to  the  board  of  treasury,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  take  order  for  the  settlement  thereof,  and  to  report  to  Congress 
what  ought  to  be  allowed  as  a,reasonable  compensation  for  his  services : 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  report  of  the  committee  ou  the 
letter  from  A*  Lee ;  Whereupon, 

"  Resolved^  lliat  lk|r.  Lee  be  informed,  that  Congress  approve  of  his  re« 
taining  the  picture :  that  he  be  further  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter, 
tiiat  there  is  no  particular  charge  against  him  before  Congress  preperlr  sup- 
|M>rted,  and  that  he  be  assured  his  recal  was  not  intended  to  fix  aHjr  kind  of 
censure  on  his  character  or  conduct  abroad  : 

That  the  same  allowance  be  made  to  his  secretary  as  was  made  to  Mr. 
Stockton,  who  acted  in  that  capacih"  to  the  hojionrame  William  Lee  ;  and 
that  the  other  articles  stated  in  his  accounts,  with  tiie  vouchers  j^ducedy 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  Uquidation. 

d  9 

MONDAY,  Deeemher  4,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  November  98th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  inclos- 
ing; a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  from  major  Tallmadge, 
giving  an  account  ot  his  surprizing  and  taking  fort  St.  George^  ou  Long 
Island,  and  the  garrison** 

Renlved,  That  ne  officer  of  the  line  .of  the  army. of  the  United  States*' 
without  eipress  authority  from  Congress  for  that  purpose,  make  any  coi^* 
tract  or  bargain,  or  give  any  orders,  for  the  purchase  of  articles  for  tne  use 
<^  the  troops  in  the  departments  of  the  elothier-jieneral)  quarter-master 
general  or  commissary-general  of  purchases,  except  m  cases  of  necettity  for 
provisions  and  fora»e  for  detachments  or  parties  in  places  where  the  same 
cannot  be  drawn  from  the  public  stores  or  magazines. 

Resolved,  That,  instead  of  the  additional  pay  allov^ed  to  oflicers  in  the 
inspector's  department,  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  ^th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  the  ioliowing  sums  be  allowed,  viz. 

To  the  adjutant-general,  as  assistant  inspector,  35  dollars  per  month: 
To  an  assistant-inspector  in  a  separate  army,  30  dollars  |ier  month  : 
To  a  lieutenarit-colonel,  as  itispector  of  a  division,  %5  dollars  per  month  : 
To  a  major,  as  inspector  of  a  brigade,  25  dollars  per  month. 
Misolved,  That  the  corps  of  marachauBsee  .be  continued  upon  their  former 
establishment. 

Besolv^f  That  Mr.  Simeon  de  Witt  be  appointed  geographer  to  the  army» 

in  the  room  of  Robert  Erskine,  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  for  the  future  there  be  only  three  superintendants  of  the 
press,  and  that  Isaac  Howell,  Peter  Thomson  and  Nathaniel  Falconer  be 

continued  in  office  to  discharge  that  business  : 

That  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  lor  examininr^,  counting  and  burn- 
ing the  continental  bills  of  credit,  as  mentioned  in  the  rcHolution  of  Congress 
of  the  29th  of  November  last,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  2-l9ths  ot  a  dollar, 
continental  currency,  per  100  dollars,  or  the  equivalent  thereof  ia  the  new 
bills,  or  other  current  money,  to  be  equally  divideil  between  them  : 

That  John  Biddle  and  Isaac  Gray  be  appointed  commissioners  for  examin* 
ins,  counting  and  burning  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  agreeable  to  the  re* 
solutioa  of  November  S9th,  and  that  they  take  an  oath  or  amrmatton  of  office^ 
previous  to  their  entering  on  the  discharge  ef  their  duty. 
Vol.  IIL  -  TO 
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Reftolved,  Thai  the  salaries  ot  the  officers  on  the  civil  list,  as  fixed  by  the 
resf^kition  of  the  13th  aud  £5th  of  Septeii;ber  last.  Itave  tetrospect  to  b^ep- 
temher  1st,  1777,  any  thinw  in  the  resolution  of  November  15th,  which  gives 
tliem  a  retrtispect  only  to  November  ^2d,  1778,  notwithstanding. 

Oa  motion  of  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania, 

Ke$olved^  That  Thomas  Smith  and  Richard  Bacbe  be  appmnted  commii- 
sionert  on  tiie  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them  to  endorse  the  billi 
that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Pennsjlvanii,  pursuant  to  the  resolo- 
tlon  of  Congress  of  the  Idth  of  March  last. 

TUESDAY.  December  5,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the. 4th,  from  David  Jackson*  hospital  suigeon*  wift  read,  re^ 

quehting  leave  to  rcsi<rn  : 

Ordered,  That  lerwc  be  panted. 

A  letter,  of  the  4fli,  irom  VX  lHiam  Winder,  one  of  the  navy  bo:ird  of  the 
nii(idle  department,  was  read,  stating  th;ii  he  understands  a  reform  of  the 
said  bcjai  d  haft  been  in  contemplation,  aud  rt  questing  leave  to  retire,  his  pay 
io  the  mean  time  ceasing,  uniii  Congreba  shall  have  uu  opportunity  of  fixioj 
the  new  establishment. 

'  Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  retire,  till  farther  orderit  from  Congress. 

WBl>N£SDAY,  i^cem6er  6, 1780. 

Mr.  Atlee,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took 
his  scat  in  CpD|;rea8. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  November  SSIhffiim 
general  Washington,  brought  in  a  refiort ;  Whereupon,  Congrsaa  came  ts 

the  following  resolution : 

Wliile  Conirrenis  arc  sensible  of  the  patnofism,  courage,  and  perseverance 
of  the  officers  and  (m  ivates  of  their  rejiular  forces,  as  well  as  of  the  militia 
throughout  these  United  i?tates,  and  of  the  military  conduct  of  the  principal 
commanders  in  both  ;  it  give?>  them  pleasure  to  be  so  frequently  called  upon 
to  confer  marks  of  distinction  and  applause  for  eiitei  pj  izes  which  do  hoiiui 
to  the  profession  ot  utins,  and  cUim  a  in^h  tank  among  military  achieve- 
ments :  in  this  light  they  view  the  enterurize  against  fort  St.  Georgef  on 
Long- Island,  olanned  and  conducted  witn  wisdom  and  great  gallantry,  by 
major  Tallmaage,  of  the  light  dragoons,  and  executed  with  intrepidity  asa 
complete  success  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  bis  detachment. 

Ordered,  therefore,  I'hat  major  Tallmadge'§  report  to  die  commander  in 
chief  be  published,  with  the  preceding  minute,  as  a  tribute  to  distinguished 
merit,  and  in  testimonjr  of  the  sense  Congress  entertain  of  this  briltiaot 
cei'vice. 

Unsolved,  That  such  of  the  convention  troops  a«  nre  not  already  removed 
from  the  barracks  near  Chariotleville,  in  the  fttate  of  Virginia,  remain  at  tM 
po:jt  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  December  8, 178a 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  a  delej^ate  fur  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
and  took  bis  seat  in  Congress. 

SATURDAY,  December  9, 1780. 

Mr*  Witherspoon,  a  delegate  for  New-Jersej,  attended  and  took  his  wit. 

Ordered,  That  the  purveyor  and  apotliecary  be  directed  to  issue  roedicuies 
and  refreshments  necessary  for  the  transient  sick  which  may  be,  from  time 
to  time,  under  the  care  of  doctor  Maus,  as  is  done  in  the  general  hospiul. 
he  making  returns  of  such  sick  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  hospital  regu!:- 
tions  to  tiie  director,  and  signtng  receipts  ibr  such  stercaas  are  issued  to  iuu* 
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Ordered,  l  hat  doctor  Maus  report  to  the  commaruiiriji^  otiu  er  at  the  bar* 
racks  such  t»(iicers  as  are  arppointed  to  act  under  him  as  surgeons*  to  the  trau" 
sient  sick,  in  case  of  misdemeanor,  in  order  that  they  be  tried  for  mUcon* 
duct  or  oeglect  of  duty  by  a  garrison  court-martial.' 

Congress  took  into  conuderation  the  report  on  Mr.  Palfrey's  letters,  and 
agreed  to  a  draudit  of  a  commiwion  and  inatractions  to  W.  Palfrey,  as  con- 
aMl  of  tiie  United  Statea  in  France. 

^  Benlvidf  That  Joseph  Clark  and  Jonathan  Arnold  be  appointed  commia- 
aioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them  to  endorse  the  billa 
that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Rhode-lsiaud^  pursaanl  to  the  reaoltt* 
lion  of  Cengresa  of  the  ISth  of  Hiarch  last. 

MONDAY,  December  11,  1780. 

Mr.  W.  Burnett,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey»  attended  and  took 
Uis  mt  ui  Congrtss. 

TUESDAY,  December  12,  1780. 

Resolved,  Tliat  llie  salary  of  the  surveyor  of  the  post-oflSce  be  586  2-3  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  tour  rlullars  per  day  for  his  travellinir  expenses  while  on 
jouniies  ;  and  that  the  iaid  yearly  pay  have  retrospect  to  the  iii  stday  of  Sep- 
tember, 1777 : 

Thattbe  depreciation  of  money,  aa  settled  on  the  28th  daj  of  June  iait» 
be  made  good,  on  the  pajr  of  the  post-riders,  from  the  time  the  same  was  oci* 
ginallr  iied»  and  that  lor  the  fatiire*  their  pay  be  doable  the  aum  thej  re- 
ceived brfofe  the  praaent  war : 

That  the  rates  on  poatage  of  letters  be  fixed  at  half  the  rates  paid  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war  : 

That  for  the  future,  the  above  allowance  and  rates  be  paid  In  specie,  or 
money  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  resoltttioa  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  or 
4>ther  money  equivalent : 

That  the  post- rid e»rs  to  the  eastward,  during  their  necessary  stay  at  Fish- 
kill,  have  their  horses  kept  in  the  public  stable?,  and  that  a  reasonable  de- 
duction be  made  from  their  pay  for  the  forage  they  shall  be  supplied  with. 

Ordered^  That  the  post-master  general  lay  before  the  board  of  treasury, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  a  state  of  the  accounts  and  sums  due  to  the  post-riders  : 

That  the  pott-master  general  ord^  the  post- riders  to  trayel  through  Coii« 
necticutt  at  a  distance  from  the  sea  ahorei  m  soch  manner  as  may  render 
them  secure  from  attempts  of  a  like  natnre  with  that  which  lately  happened 
at  Stratford,  in  that  state.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  bills  of  exchange,  not  subject  to  the  order  of  the  board 
of  war,drawn  on  doctor  Frank!  in.  agreeably  to  e  resolution  of  the  2Sd  da^  of 
August  last,  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  o  fthe 
continental  loan-ofiice  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania^  for  aale>  under  the  di-  ' 
rections  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ou  the  letter  ' 
of  June  ^bth,  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  that  they  be  instructed  to  inform  Mr.  Adams^of  tiie  satistactioa 
which, Congress  receive  from  his  industrious  attention  to  the  interests  and 
honor  of  these  United  States  abroad,  especially  in  the  tranaactiona  commuai* 
«  cated  to  them  by  that  lefter.         .      .      '  . 

MeBolvedf  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed,  if  he  shall  judge  the 
|iDat  at  Wyoming  necessary,  to  relieve  the  garrison  tliere  aa  soon  as  may  be^ 
bv  troops  from  the  continental  army,  not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ana  Connecticut,  or  citizena  of  either  oi  the  said  states ;  and  that  the 
|Mresent  and  fature  garrison  continue  to  be  supplied  by  the  commiiaary-fOD^*  ' 
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fiUfrom  the  masazinea  of  the  Goiitinent»  by  purchft8e»  or  out  of  the  qviitaof 

provisions  raiseti  bj  anj  state  for  the  use  of  tne  contioent. 
.  Mesolvedp  That  the  stato  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed  of  the  eteps  Con- 
gress have  taken  to  remove  every  subject  of  jealousy  or  discontent,  and  thai 
they  be  requested  to  order  the  supplies  which  were  stopped  by  lieut.  Hun- 
ter, on  their  progress  to  Wyoming,  to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  thftt  gar- 
ri&on^  to  relieve  its  present  urgent  distresses* 

-WBDNBSDAYt  Ikcember  15»  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  doctor  Bloomfietd  and  doctor  Scoft,  twohes^ 
til  phystcmns,  was  iread,  enclosing  their  conimissionSf  and  desiring  that  iMr 
ffstffnattons  be  acce|»ted« 

(Mknda  That  their  resignations  be  accepted. 

THURSDAY,  December  14,  1780. 

Ordered^  Tliat  capt.  JubSuuiner  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  memorial 
of  the  17th  oHast  luonth,  that  Congress,  \\\  their  resolution  of  AP'*'*' 
1779,  meant  to  give  him  ilie  rank  ot  a  captain  in  the  armyat  large,  from  the 
l9t  (lay  July,  1776,  in  confirmation  oi  the  appointment  made  by  general 
iSchujler  ;  but  that  no  alteration  was  intended  to  be  made  in  the  line  of  the 
state  to  which  he  belonged,  in  which  he  should  take  his  prumotion«  as  if 
had  not  left  his  reaiment,  and  entered  on  board  tilie  anned  vessels. 

OHkNit  Thstm  resignation  of  John  Lawrence,  voramisoioner  of  6ie 
cotttineiital  loBB<4iilc6  for  the  state  of  Connectitnt,  be  accepted. 

ilssojvniy  That  it  bo,  and  hereby  is  recomniended  to  the  state  of  Con-  - 
lecticut,  to  apfioint  a  commissioner  to  snperintend  the  loan-office  in  that 
State»  in  the  room  of  Mr.  h\\^n  Lawrence,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  enabled  to  make 
a  final  settlement  with  William  Palfrey,  late  pay-master  general,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  report  of  this  day,«md  upon  such  final  settleinent,  to  grant 
the  said  William  Palfrey  a  quietus,  under  the  seal,  of  the  board  of  treasury^ 

FRIDAY,  December  15,  1780. 

Mr.  Eurke,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  attended  aad 
toek  his  seat 

Ordered^  l*hat  the  board  of  treasury,  in  adjusting^  the  salary  of  Arlbvr 
Lee,  esq.  compute  the  same  firom  the  15lh  .day  of  December^  irr6»  to  the 
25th  day  ot  March ,  1 780. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
'Resolved,  That  Mons.  Inacice  Penet  have  the  rank  of  cornet,  in  the  par- 
UiAn  corps  commanded  by  col.  Armand^in  the  army  of  the  United  States 

TUB6PAY,  mtmher  19,  IfSO. 

Mr#  James  M.  Tarnum,  a  delegate  fur  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Fh>vidence  Plantations,  attended  and  produced  his  credentials. 

Mr.  H.  Wynkoop,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Fennsylvania.  attended 
and  took  his  seat  Sn  Congress. 

Mr.  Bland  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Virmnii, 
datied  November  1 7th ,  1 780. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 
'  Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  respects  the  receiving  into  the 
continental  treasury,  specie,  at  the  rate  of  75  continental  dollars  U)r  one  of 
specie,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  tin  v  be  directcfl  to  have 
the  transaction  stated  in  tlieir  books,  and  in  the  books  of  the  treasarer^in 
such  manner  that  the  state  of  Virginia  may  not  be  included  in  it. 

WEDNESDAl^JDmrnfter  £6^  1780. 
Oil  metibn  of  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mattbew% 
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Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  board  of  war  tlie  balance  of  silver 
and  ^old  in  iiia  hands^  and  thai  m  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  he  liave 
credit  in  coniiDcntal^  currencj^,  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  at  which  he 
received  the  aaid  nWer  and  {^Id. 

■ 

THURSDAY*  Ikcember  21,  17a0« 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Laurens^  was  read : 
.  Fesotved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  apmunted  to  tike  into  conaidepi* 
tton  the  case  of  the  hon.  Henrjr  Laurens,  made  a  prisoner  on  hie  paasage  to 
Europe,  aiid  said  to  be  committed  to  the  tower  of  London,  on  suspiciun  of 
high  treason,  and  tu  report  thereupon :  the  members  chosen»  Mr.  Diiane* 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  our  ministers  plenipotentiary  at  the 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  desiring  them  to  applj  to  tJie  courts  at 
which  they  respeclively  reside,  to  use  meaas  for  obtaining  the  rekase  and 
exchange  of  the  lion.  Henry  Laurens. 

Ttie  committee  on  cei  tuin  bills  ot  exchange,  drawn  on  the  president  of 
Congress,  by  a  person  subscribiog  himself  baron  de  VV  ulfi'en,  brought  iu  ^  re* 
port;  \yhereupon, 

Misqlv^it  That  two  bills  of  exch^noe,  the  one-dated  the  dd  of  Angnst  last, 
for  794  guilders  and  10  stivers,  sod  the  other  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  for 
lOOgniMers,  bank  money;  and  signed  baron  de  Wulffien* both  drawn  on 
'  the  president  and  members  of  CoDgress*  in  favor  of  Messrs,  John  de  Neaf* 
viUe<an4  son,  of  Amsterdam,  and  expressed  to  be  for  valiie  ifeceiTed  from 
them  for  the  drawer's  expenses,  and  tor  his  embarking,  and  rendered  to  the 
president,  be  protested  ;  but  that,  in  consideration  of  Messrs.  de  Neufville  and 
son  kavii^  accepted  of  several  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Congress  on 
the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  in  his  absence,  and  for  the  honor  of  Congress, 
the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  liet  eby  are,  directed  to  take  up  the  said  bills, 
(paying  the  amount  thereof  to  the  present  holders,)  for  the  honor  of  Messrs. 
de  Neufvillc  and  son,  who  have  endorsed  them,  and  charge  the  same  to  their 
account  in  the  tieaauiy  books,  and  that  tiiey  inform  thobe  geutUmeu  of  this 
transaction.  '  •  *  ' 

FRIDAY,  Deemher  32,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Bnolved,  That  the  paragraph  of  the  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
of  the  ) 5th  instant,  which  points  out  the  pressing  necessity  of  efTectual  mea- 
Mres  for  recruiting  the  army  to  its  fall  complement,  be  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  the  respective  ie^slatnres  or  execotiyes ;  and  they  are  earnestly 
required,  by  the  most  decided  and  ngorons  eiertions.  not  only  to  urge  for*, 
ward  the  levying  their  respective  quotas  of  troops,  without  loss  of  ttme^  bat 
to  furnish  the  supplies  of  provisions  and  money  assigned  for  their  support* 
%vith  such  punctuality  as  will  put  the  commander  in  chief  in  a  condition, 
with  the  co-operation  of  our  ally,  under  the  divine  blessing,  to  compel  the 
enemy  to  relinquish  their  object  of  subjugating  these  states,  and  to  secure  to 
us  an  nonoiable  and  permanent  peace  :  and  Congress  once  more  remind  the 
states,  liiat  the  public  safety  esseniially  depends  on  their  complying,  without 
reserve  or  delay,  with  tiie  measures  adopted  fur  an  active  and  decisive 
campaign.  > 

SATURDAY,  December  23,  irSO., 

Ordered,  That  the  continental  boats  at  or  upon  the  river  Susquehanna, 
n  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  exposed  to  sale,  for  cash  or  commissaries' or 
quarter-masters'  certificates,  as  may  be  most  for  public  advantage* 

TUESDAY,  Decemher  26,  1780. 
Ordered,  Th^t  the  president  write  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
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chu3ett3-Bay,  requesting  their  assistance  in  maaaLng  and  fitting  the  AUi- 
ance  for  sea,  %viihout  loss  of  time.  . 

'  A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  John  Warren,  wai  read,  signifjing  his  acce^- 
ance  of  the  office  of  hospital  physician. 

A  letter,  of  November  125th,  from  John  Wellet  and  Edward  Cbia»  wm 
read,  sigoifjing  their  acceptance  of  the  office  of  commisaioners  «f  an  «&tit 
chamlMr  of  accounts* 

WEDNESDAY,  December  27,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan -of- 
fice for  the  state  of  fennaylvania,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorised  and  direct- 
ed to  pay  to  the  pajr-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  all  the  specie 
he  is  possessed  of,  not  exceeding  1687  30-90  dollars,  arisinfi;  from  the  sale 
of  bills  of  exchan;je  on  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  iii  order 
that  the  <^anie  may  be  transmitted  by  the  ilag  now  ready  to  sail  to  Charkl- 
ton,  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  war  there. 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  have  received  a  letter,  of  the  9th, 
from  Edward  Chin,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  northera 
department,  informing  tliemui  tiie  death  of  John  Welles,  the  other  cominis- 
aionar  of  the  extra  chamber  of  accounts,  appointed  by  Congress  the  13th  of 
October  lastt  for  that  department  i  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assii^ed  for  electing  a  comaiaoioiier  of  the 
eitra  chamber,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Welles,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  a.  commissioner  of  the  board  of  war  be  appointed  to  act 
during  the  absence  of  col.  Pickering,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the 
election. 

Ordered,  That  bills  of  exchange,  out  of  those  already  drawn  on  doctor 

Franklin,  to  the  amount  of  80,000  livres  tournois,  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  board  of  war,  fur  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  quantity  of  wooUea  doth 
and  blankets  for  the  army. 

THURSDAY,  December  28.  1780. 

Resolved,  Thcil  a  commissioner  be  appointed  for  settling  accounts  in  the 
southern  army,  and  that  to muriovv  be  assigned  for  electing  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  appointment  made  by  major-general 
Greene,  of  lieutenant  colonel  Carrington,  to  be  deputy  quarter -master gene- 
ral for  the  southern  armr. 

.  Ordered,  That  coK  Middleton's  report  of  the  action  between  gen.  Svmp- 
ter  and  col.  Tarleton,  on  the  20th  of  Novenaber  last,  and  major-gen.  SmnU- 
wood'8,of  December  6th,  which  were  enclosed  in  roajor-gen.  Greene's  letter, 

be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  ol  admir^ty  take  ofder  for  fitting  out  llie  Alli- 
ance frigate,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  hon.  h  Lanrens  to  some  port 
in  France* 

FRIDAY,  Decemher'm,  irSO. 
Mr.  S.  Johnson,  a  delegate  for  North  Carolina,  attended  and  took  his  scat. 
^'  Congress  proceeded  to.  the  election  of  an  auditor  of  accounts  for  the  souiii- 
ern  army,- and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  John  &  Dart  was  elected,  hav- 
ing been  previonsly  nominated  by  Mr.  Bee. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  <^the  extra  chamber 
of  accounts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Welles,  deceased,  and  the  ballots  being 
takeiii^Mr.  f^ennard  Gansevoort  was  elected,  haYine  been  preyiouslj  nomi- 
nated by  Mr.  Floyd.  *' 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  electionof  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of  war» 
to  act  during  the  absence  of  colonel  Pickering,  and  the  ballots  h^ing  takes* 
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Mr.  Ezekiei  Cornell  waftelected.ihaviDg  beeo  previuu^lj  nomuated  bj  Mr. 
Sullivan. 

Besolved,  That  the  cominaiulcr  in  chief  be,  and  is  hereby,  fully  authorized 
and  einpowereii  to  a^ree  to  an  e\chan<^e  ot  pnsonersj  with  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  British  lorces,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  proper,  always 
keepin*  in  view  the  former  re*oluti(*as  of  Congresti  respecting  the  exchange 
ui  the  pi  iiioners  under  the  capitulation  of  Charleston  and  fort  Moultrie  : 

That  the  adjustment  of  toe  accounts  between  the  United  Statea  and  the 
British  are  to  be  referred  to  commissioners,  to  be  settled,  and  that  the  ex-  . 
dianj^  of  prisoners  be  not  delayed  on  that  account* 

JRmolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  collect  and  eanse  to 
be  pablished  200  correct  copies  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation  and  perpetual  union*  the  alUanee  between  these  United 
States  and  his  most  Christian  majesty,  with  the  constitutions  or  fonns  of  ^o» 
vernment  uf  the  several  states,  tx)  be  bound  to2;ether  in  boards :  the  members^ 
Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  Witherapuoo,  and  Mr  Wolcutt» 

MONDAY,  January  1,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 
Besolved,  That  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army  it  is  tlie  sense  of 
Congress,  that  the  oilicers  of  the  continental  lines,  who  have  been  exchan- 
ged since  the  said  arraiigement,  or  are  now  in  captivity,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered and  arranged  according  to  their  respective  ranks,  in  the  same  manner 
with  those  who  have  not  been  prisoners. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vamum, 
That  lieutenant-colonel  William  €mith  be  continued  as  sub-inspector, 
with  his  present  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  be  employed  as 
the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required,  and  it  was  reseWed  in  tho 
a&rmative. 

TUESDAY,  January  2,  1781. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress 
their  credentials. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  trcasuty  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Mesolved,  That  John  Shee  and  Andrew  Doz,  together  witii  the  treasurer 
of  loans,  be  competent  to  execute  the  duties  her^ofore  asainied  them,  in 
conjunction  with  Hugh  Mon^mery  and  Samuel  Downe;  and  that  tiie  said 
John  Shee  and  Andrew  Doz,  with  the  treasurer  of  loans,  proceed  to  destioj 
an^  bills  which  are  or  may  be  transmitted  by  the  commissioners  of  the  loan- 
oihces  to  the'  treasurer  of  loans,  of  the  emissioBS  of  May  £Oth,  1777$  and 
April  11th,  1778,  called  out  of  circulation. 

Besolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  damages,  represented  by  Jona- 
than Slurges,  to  be  done  his  farm  by  the  continental  troops,  be  deferred  to 
the  close  of  the  present  war,  then  to  be  taken  up,  in  common  with  others  of 
a  similar  nature,  which  have  been  postponed  to  that  period. 

Besolved,  That  loan -office  certiticaie^  of  tlie  loi  lowing  denominations, 
bearing  an  interest  ui  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  struck  under  the  direction 
of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  be  issued  to  &uch  fortunate  adventurers  in  the 
tliird  class  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  as  may  be  entitled  to  and  apply  for 
the  same ;  and  that  the  said  certificates  be  dated  at  the  time  of  finishing  the 
drawing  of  the  said  class,  and  made  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years,  viz. 

X  ef  30,000  doUatt.     3  of  10,000  doilara.     SOa  of  IfiOO  doUam. 

1  of  20,000  do.        10  of  5,0U0  do.        1000  of    50Q  do. 

2  of  15,vX>U  do. 

The  board  of  treamr j,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Resolve  Smith* 
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reporti  tliat,  in  the  opinioQ  of  the  board,  it  U  not  oniv  inexpeilient  but  Highljr 
improper,  at  tiiis  juncture,  to  dispose     the  bills  ui  ejiduuige  for  the  pair* 

poses  pointeil  out  in  his  letter  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  a^ree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Sivtith,  commissioner  of  th€ 
coDtioental  loan-otfice  for  the  t^tale  of  Pennsvlvaaia,  ui  taror  of  Uiepaj- 
maattr  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  1,000,000  of  dollars,  of  tli€ 
•td  emiiiioDiy  to  ba  him  tfonMiUted  lo  JoMh  Claj,  depatj  par-mutor 
meml  to  tho  MatherB  deportmoiit :  that  the  mi4  lot^  CUy  bo  mfbrmedb 
by  the  board  of  treasury,  of  the  value  of  billo  itt  this  citj,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  forward  what  blils  mxf  be  rematniag  in  his  hands  aiisold  br  le- 
tnm  of  the  escort  who  takes  to  hini  the  mooey  aforesaid^  unless  it  sliall  ap* 
pear  to  the  said  pay*iBifeter  for  the  southern-departmeDt,  absolutely  iieces« 
sary  to  retain  a  part  of  such  bills  for  indispensable  supplies  for  the  said 
department.  But  at  all  events  the  said  dq)uty  pay-master  shall  return  tft 
tilt'  hoard  of  treasury  13,000  dr>llars,  in  bills  of  exchange,  as  an  equivalent 
for  tlie  iiiiUion  ul  dollars  sent  him  as  al'oresaid.  That  upon  the  return  of  the 
bills  aforesaid  to  the  boar<l  of  treasury,  sliould  tltey  exceed  the  equivalent 
for  the  million  sent,  iinnn  diale  nieaswresl)e  taken  fur  tlie  sale  of  the  said  bills, 
and  the  money  ari^in^  fiuui  such  sale  forwarded  to  the  said  Jose ph  Ciay^ 
for  the  use  of  his  department, 

A  report  frow  the  beard  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon » 

Orimd.  That  Mm  beard  of  war  add  to  tho  estimie  of  supplies  to  ^  tMi^ 
portoil  from  Europe*  eicht  plain,  hot  el^nt  silver  ttiounted  ssiall  iiwords* 

A  letter  frooi  coloMel  Armand  was  read  \  ^Vhereopoa » 

Setolved,  That  general  Washingtod  be  informed,  that  Congress  eOMent 
to  his  pennittinj^  colonel  Armand  to  take  from  the  line  of  infantr?  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  when  the  state  and  streni^  thereof  will  admits 
a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  to  complete  his  parti7.an  corps  for  the  next 
campaign,  provided  he  be  not  allowed  to  take  more,  than  six  nea  lirooi-a 
regiment. 

A  repoi  t  from  tlie  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  of  J.  Laurens,  was  read ; 
Whei 

Ordered^  That  bills  of  exchange,  to  the  amount  of  3700  dollars,  be  put 
into  tlie  hny<iis  of  the  pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  said  board  to  take  for  the  public  use,  a  number 
of  eartouch  boies  and  a  quantitj  of  ckrthing,  contracted  Ibr  by  lieutenant^ 
coUael  Laurens,  and  tb  pay  Air  ihe  repairs  St  a  nnmber  of  amus  4br  whkh 
coloaol  Laurens  beeame  engaged. 

VV£UNfi6DAY,  Jmmat^  1761. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  doctor  William  flhippen,  dtrector-general  of  die 

hospitals,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign. 
(h-deredy  That  his  resignation  l>e  accepted. 

A  letter  and  memorial  of  John  Boss,  were  read,  With  a  copy  of  his  account 

against  the  United  States; 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  in  the  board  of  treasury,  to  liquidate 
the  account,  and  devise  ways  and  means  tor  ])ajiiig  the  balance  due  to  liirn. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  brigadier-general 
James  Reed,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tl»at  fur  the  future,  brigadier-general  James  Reed  receive  the 
emoluments  of  officers  retiring  from  service  by  virtne  of  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  on  Ihat  subject ;  and  that  H  be  recommended  to  the  eiecutive  of 
the  state  of  New-Hampshife  to  make  up  tolitm  the  depreciation  of  his  pay 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  this  da^;  and  to  pay  him  in  future,  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  he  is  entitled  to  recetve,  from  tins 
to  timc^  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolutions* 
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Congress  took  into  coMdmtion  the  report  of  the  oomniittee  on  tiio  poti- 
tioa  from  Thomas  Lee  end  John  Coffin  Joaoii  ond  thoronpon,  . 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treaaonr  be»  and  herebj  are  directed  to  draw 
bills  of  exchange  in  favour  of  Lee  and  Jones,  at  six  months  sight,  upon  the 

hon.  John  Adams,  for  the  full  amount  of  the  balance,  principal  and  interest, 
due  on  llie  contract  matlc  with  tbetn  for  a  quantity  of  clothing  for  the  army, 
by  Otis  and  Henly,  in  behaU  of  the  United  States,  on  the  15th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1780,  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  Olis  i^nd  tienly,  and  for  which  thej  are 
be  accountable. 

Six  o'clock, 

Fe^olvpd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  su- 
preme executive  of  the  statp  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
intelligence  received  this  day  ;  the  members,  Mr.  SuiUvan,  Mr.  Withenpooa 
and  Mr.  Matthews. 

THURSDAY,  Jauum^  4,  1781. 

Ordendi  That  the  board  of  war  draw  no  warrants  on  the  paj-mafter  ge- 

rif^ral,  except  for  the  invalid  regiment,  and  the  regiment  of  artificers  in  the 
depart [npnt  of  the  commissarj-geoerai  of  miliUrj-atoroSi  antil  tha  iurther 
order  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  resignation  of  cornet  Braytnan,  of  colonel  Armand's 
corps,  be  accepted :  that  the  board  of  treasury  report  a  warrant  in  favour  of 
cornet  Bray  man,  for  300  dollars,  of  the  new  emissions,  in  full  for  his  paj,  de« 
predation,  and  every  other  claim  he  may  hate  against  the  Uniltd  rotat  aa  ' 
an  ofieor. 

Congrm  took  into  conaidaratioQ  the  report  of  tiie  eommittee.iHi  the  pait« 

cfiice;  Whereupon, 

Bmdved,  That  so  mnch  of  the  act  of  the  1£th  of  Decembar  last,  for  regu« 
kiting  the  post  office,  as  directs  *'  that  for  the  fntnre  the  pay  of  the  poBt« 
riders  be  double  the  sum  they  received  befora  thepraoontwar/'  be  mtftnA* 

ed  until  ftirther  order  of  Conj^ress. 

Congress  took  into  cnnsitleration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  M.  M'Conaei»  &c.  and  others*  under  simitar  cireuAatanceSj  wherein 
it  is  represented, 

That  the  petitioners,  in  the  summer  past,  had,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  army 
near  West-Point,  a  quantity  of  rum,  which  Uiey  had  transported  thither 
at  their  own  expense  from  a  considerable  distance ;  that  by  ordar  ef  Hie 
cemmandiag-officer  at  Wost-Pointi  soma  of  tha  m,  Iw.  was  rasufad  upoa 
epedal  contract)  and  some  was  taken  witbont  an^  particalar  contracts  for 
the  nse  of  the  garrison ;  that  the  price  agreed  feria  no  more  ihuk  tha  ear- 
vent  price  at  that  time  in  that  place,  and  not  greatlj  esoeedine  the  prion 
fixed  by  the  resolution  of  the  fi^th  Febmary,  afiber  deductii^  tne  chaigea 
of  transportation  i  that  cases  such  as  these,  being  singularly  circumstanced, 
ous^ht  not  to  be  confined  to  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  resohttaan  of  the  Sl6lk 
of  August :  Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  cases  above  referred  to,  and  other*  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, where  supplies  have  been  furnished  by  individuals  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  upon  particular  contracts,  be  settled  and  paid  agreeably  to  such 
contracts,  making:  good  the  depreciation  ;  and  that  wliere  such  supplies  are 
taken  without  any  particular  contract,  they  be  settled  and  paid  according  to 
their  just  value,  to  be  estimated  bj  the  carrent  prices  ef  snch  articles  at  the 
time  and  place,  when  and  where  taken*  with  the  depreciation. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  maaa^^  ef  the  bank,  laid 
before  Congress  aa  account  ef  the  first  payment  received  on  the  loan  sab* 
scriptioo. 

VoL,m,  n 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  th«  boavd  of  treasury,  \o  4ti¥U»  wajs  MM 
Mans  of  rop^iag  Iho  taiM  to  tlie  niAnagera  of  tl^  \mk* 

FRIDAY,  January  5,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  John  Wharton,  one  of  the  ttavjr  board  of  the  mH' 
,dle  district,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign. 

Resolved,  Tliat  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
3d  inst.  to  confer  with  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Penn8jlvaii% 
on  the  subject  matter  of  the  intelligence  received  thatdaj;  and  that  thcey 
coramittee  be  instructed  to  act  in  concert  with  the  said  executive*  and  Mb 
empowered  to  take  auch  meaMrps  as  maj  appear  necessanr  to  qaiet  thci  0m 
tnrtiaDcea  in  the  PennajWania line:  the  members  added»  Mr*  Atiee  and 
Bland. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  Abraham  Skinner, 
commi88arj-i[;eneral  of  prisoners*  and  other  papers  relative  to  the  treataMI 
of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enem^,  delivered  in  a  report  as  follows : 

"  That  notwithstandin*5  every  eftbrt  of  Congress  to  obtain  for  our  people, 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that  treatment  which  humanity  alone 
should  have  dictated,  the  British  commanders,  unmindful  of  the  tenderness 
exercised  towards  their  men,  prisoners  in  our  hands,  and  regardless  of  the 
practice  of  civilized  nations,  have  persisted  in  treating  our  people  jirisontrs 
to  them, '  with  every  species  of  insult,  outrage  and  cruelty.  Omcers  and 
men  are  indiscriminately  thrown  into  the  holds  of  prison-ships  and  into  loath' 
some  dunpons,  and  there  deprived  of  fuel  and  the  common  necemviaraf 
life,  by  whieh  means  many  of  the  citizens  of  these  states  have  been  cMfrfl* 
ed  to  enter  into  their  service^  to  avoid  those  distresses  which  a  condlMaa 
contrary  to  the  taw  of  nations  bad  brought  upob'them.  Otfr.aeaineD  igkm 
upon  the  American  coast,  have  been  sent  to  Great-Britain,  or  other  pMl 
beyond  seas,  to  prevent  their  being  exchanged^'  or  to  force  thm  to  mU 
arms  against  their  country  :  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  an  exer- 
cise of  the  law  of  retaliation  had  become  necessary,  as  a  justice  due  to  those 
citizens  of  America  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  into  the  power  oi 
our  enemy;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  A.  Skinner,  and  the  other  pa- 

Scrs  referred,  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be 
irected  to  enquire  into  the  manner  in  which  our  people  who  are  prisoners, 
are  treated  by  the  enemy,  and  that  be  give  immediate  orders  to  the  com- 
Manding  officers  at  the  different  posts  to  take  particular  care  thnt  tiie  Britiah 
prisoners  receive  the  same  allowance  and  treatment,  in  eveiyreapcB^anw 
people,  who  are  prisoners,  receive  from  die  enemy. 

Seaolifii,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  execntires  to  tiii 
effectual  meaaures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  act  of  Congress  of  January 
ISth,  1780,  respecting  prisonera  taken  by  tbe  citisensytroppaor  ahi|Mnfpar> 
ticular  states : 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  issue  orders  not  to  exchange  any  British  fee 
officers  or  seamen,  until  llie  enemy  have  returned  to  some  of  their  garrisons 
in  America,  such  seamen  as  they  have  taken  upon  the  American  coasts,  and 
sent  to  Great-Britian,  or  other  parts  beyond  sea  :  and  that  the  board  of  ad- 
iniralty  give  orders  for  continuing  the  treatment  of  prisoners  as  herein  di- 
"Wted,  until  they  receive  orders  to  the  contrary  from  Congress  or  the  coin- 
jnander  in  chief/'  . 

'  '    SATURDAY,  Joniuiry  6.  1781. 
.  A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  waa  read ;  Wbareupon, 

Resolved,  Thmt  Iguatuia  Panet  be  appniintad  a  tiantaoM^  in  colonel  Ai^ 
mand'a  partizan  corpse  *^ 
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MONDAY,  Jmuary  8,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon,  "  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  reatgoattoii  of  Ueatentnt  Uenrj  Stroop,  of  colonel 
Flowcr^g  regimeDt  of  artificers*  be  accepted, 

Begalved,  That  colonel  Broadhead  be  informed,  that  it  will  be  agreeable 
to  Congress  to  receive  the  visit  proposed  to'  be  made  to  them  bj  some  of  the 
friendly  Delaware  Indians  in  the  spring,  as  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  Tth 
of  last  month  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  colonel  Broadhead  be  also  informed,  that  Congress  will  support,  as 
far  as  their  abilities  will  permit,  such  of  the  Indians  of  the  Delaware  tribe, as 
bIihI)  voluntariljr  engage  m  the  service  of  the  United  States  against  the  com- 
mon enemy. 

The  board  of  war,  to  wliom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  15  tb  of  November 
from  the  governor  of  New-York,  with  the  letter  (rum  colonel  Malcolm  enclos- 
ed, delivered  in  a  repoct ;  Whereupon, 

Bamhed,  That,  in  the  opinion  oi  ConsresH,  colonel  William  Malcolm  can* 
Bot  be  .considered  as  entitled  to  paj  and  subsistence  as  a  colonel  in  the  ser- 
▼4C(|  of  the  United  States^  longer  than  he  held  the  actual  command  of  hit 
regiment;  and  that  he  be  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New* 
York  as  a  meritorious  officer,  who,  from  the  impracticability  of  emplojrins 
him  in  the  armj,  is  to  be  deemed  a  8U)»ernuiiierarjr  under  the  resolution  w 
Congress  of  the  2  4tli  day  of  November,  1778.' 

And  whereas  colonel  Malcolm  has  been  employed,  after  his  leaving  his 
regiment, on  jjundry  occasional  services: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New-York  to. 
settle  and  acijust  his  pay  during  the  time  of  such  services,  and  charge  the 
^me  to  the  united  State.s. 

TJie  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  on  letters 
from  general  Washington,  &c«  of  December  8tb, delivered  in  a  report; 
Whereupon, 

JZesdlved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states,  from  New*  - 

Hapipshire  to  North -Carolina,  inclusive,  to  procure  and  forward  to  the  trea- 
surer  of  the  United  States,  or  to  their  commissary  of  prisoners,  appointed  to 
reside  at  New- York,  by  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  for  the  use  of  the  officen . 

in  captivity  at  that  place,  and  on  Long-Iisbnd,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  Uni- 
ted states,  th(^  following  sums  respectively,  in  specie,  or  bills  of  exchange  on 
New-Yock,  vi%« 


Delaware,       •  •  «       087  doUats. ' 

Man'bnd.        -  -  -  9,159  do. 

Virginia,  -  14,492  do. 

Vorth-Carolin^  «  •  5,796  do. 


8(MKH)doUm 


KewJiampshLpe^  •  -  3,319  dollars, 

^fassachusetts,  -  -  13,334  do. 

likode-Island,  -  -  -  1,160  do. 

Connecticut^    •  -  -  9,855  do. 

Kew-York,       -  -  •  4,347  do. 

New-Jersey,     -  -  -  5,217  do. 

Peomylvttiua,  -  13,334  do. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant*general,  and,  the  ballots 
being  takeni  brigadier-general  Hand  was  elected. 

TUESDAY,  January  9,  ITSl. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  repui  t  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  tiie  6th  of  December  last,  irum  thu  president  and  supreme  executive  coun^- 
cii  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  Whereupon, 

Sesolved,  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state 
cf  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  paid  due  attentioA  to  their 
letter  of  the  6th  ol  December  last,  atating  a  htgh  abuse  of  officoi  commit- 
ted bj  James  Mease,  late  clolhier-general»  and  William  Westf  jun.  his  de- 
ptttgr  or  appointees  who.  In  conjunction  with  major-gensitl  Amoldt  did» 
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under  colour  of  office,  in  the  jear  1778,  take  fromtandry  inhabitants  of  this 
cUfff  groat  quantities  of  merchandise,  not  necessarj  for  the  army,  wbkh 

Were  converted  to  their  private  emolument 

That  Congress  highlv  disapprove  sucli  conduct,  and  consider  it  as  a  fla- 
grant abuse  of  oilice  and  ot  the  public  coiUidence  reposed  in  them»  and  merit- 
ing exemplary  punishment;  and, 

Thut  it  be  reconiineiided  to  t!ie  said  president  and  iupreme  executive  of 
the  state  of  Pennsy  lvania,  to  direct  the  attorney-general  ul  the  said  state  to 
prosecute  the  said  James  Mease  and  William  West,jun.  in  the  name  of  the 
Unifed  StateSt  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  law,  for  the  abi&se  of  office  and  breach 
of  trust  complained  of* 

WEDNESDAY,  January  10,  1781. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appnintod  to 
consider  and  report  a  plan  for  the  department  of  foreign  adairs,  wiiereiu 
they  atate, 

'^That  the  extent  and  therising  power  of  these  United  States  entitle  tkem  toa 
place  among  the  great  potentates  of  Europe,  while  our  political  and  commi^- 
cbl  interests  point  out  the  propriety  of  cultmting  with  them  a  friend!  j  car- 
respondenee  and  connexion : 

That  to  render  such  an  intercourse  adTanta^eoas»  the  necessity  of  a.com- 
petent  knowledj|;e  of  the  interests»  views,  relations,  and  sjstems  of  those  po- 
tentictes,  is  obvious: 

That  a  knowledge,  in  its  nature  so  comprehensive,  is  only  fo  be  acquired 
bj  a  constant  attention  to  the  state  ot  ]>uropc,  anil  an  unremitted  applica- 
tion to  the  means  of  acquiring  well  *j;r<)un(led  information  : 

That  Congress  are  moreover  called  upon  to  maintain  with  our  ministers 
at  foreign  courts  a  regular  correspondence,  and  to  keep  tlieni  (nliy  itiformed 
of  every  circumstance  aud  event  which  regards  the  public  honor,  interest, 
and  smet J : 

That  to  answer  those  essential  purposes,  the  committee  are  of  opinion, 
,  ihit  a  fixed  and  permanent  office  for  tne  department  of  foreign  a&ira  ousht 
forthwith  to  be  established,  as  a  remedy  against  the  fluctuation,  the  delay 
and  indecision  to  which  the  present  mode  of  managing  our  foreign  afiain 

must  be  exposed  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvea,  That  an  office  be  forthwith  established  for  the  department  of 
foreij!;n  affair*?,  to  be  kept  alw  ays  in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  reside  : 

That  there  shall  be  a  secretary  for  the  despatch  of  business  of  the  said 
office,  to  be  styled    secretary  for  foreign  aft'airs:" 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tho  said  secretary  to  keep  and  preserve  all  the 
books  and  papers  belonging  to  the.  department  of  foreign  affairs;  to  receive 
and  report  the  applications  ot  all  foreigners  ;  to  correspond  with  the  minis- 
ters of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  with  the  ministers  of  foreign 
powers  and  other  persons,  for  the  j^urpose  of  obtaining  the  mostextenaive  snd 
nieful  information  relative  to  foreign  affiiirs,  to  be  laid  before  Coneress  when 
required ;  also  to  transmit  such  communications  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to 
the  ministers  of  the  United  States  and  others  at  foreign  courts,  and  in  foreieo 
countries;  the  said  secretary  shall  have  liberty  to  attend  Congress,  that  he 
may  be  better  informed  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  have  an  op* 
portunity  of  explaining  his  reports  respecting  his  department ;  he  shall  also 
be  authorized  to  employ  one  or,  if  necessary,  more  clerks  to  assist  him  in  the 
business  of  his  office  ;  and  the  secretary,  as  well  as  such  clerks,  shall,  be- 
fore the  president  of  Congress,  take  an  oath  of  tidelity  to  the  United  States, 
and  an  oath  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  respective  trusts. 

THURSDAY,  JciMwry  11,1781. 

The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  w«a  referred  the  letter  of  J*  Whartsn, 
delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon* 
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Ordered,  That  the  re8i|pation  of  John  AVhtrton  be  accepted. 
-  Mtsi)lved,  That  Janveft  Reed  be,  and  hereby  is,  invested  with  fnllpowm  . 
for  conducting  the  business  of  the  iia;ry -board  in  the  middle  department,  un- 
til the  further  order  of  CongreM,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  hir^  a  com- 
petent clerk  for  the  parpoae  of  assisting  him  in  settling  the  accounts  of  thai 
board. 

jResolvrd,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  director  of  the 
hos|Atai,  (Uid  apaj-inas^ter  general  to  the  aimj* 

FRIDAY,  January  12,  1781. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  De- 
cember 8th  ;  \\  hereupon. 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  lat  day  of  August  last,  the  pay  and  ap- 
pointmentsof  the  officers  in  the  department  of  the  commissar j -general  of  mili- 
tary stores  be  as  follows,  the  sums  hereafter  mentioned  to  be  paid  in  bills  of 
the  new  emission,  and  all  moneys  received  in  bills  of  the  old  emissions)  since  ' 
the  said  1st  day  of  August,  be  accounted  for  agreeable  to  the  table  of  de- 
preciation, as  fixed  by  the  board  of  treasury :  commissary -general  of  milita* 
ry  stores,  100  dollars  permonth,  3  rations  per  day  ;  deputy  co?nnii8sary*ge* 
neral,  BO  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  per  Jay  ;  commissaries,  70  dollars  per 
month,  2  rations  per  day ;  deputy  coumussaries,.  55  dollars  per  month,  £ 
rations  per  day;  conductors,  45  dollars  permonth,  1  ration  per  day ;  clerks^ 
40  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day. 

No  rations  in  addition  to  the  number  above  mentioned,  are  to  be  allowed 
for  servaotH : 

That  the  oflicers  and  men  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,  have  the 
'■  same  pay,  from  and  after  the  sud  1st  dur  of  August,  in  bills  of  the  new 
'  emission,  as  was  originally  fixed  in  bills  of  the  then  emissionst  by  the  regula* 
'  tions  of  the  department,  made  by  ConeresSf  on  the  11th  day  of  February, 
1778,  and  that  they  draw  the  number  ofratibns  then  directed : 

That  the  appointments  of  the  field-conimbsary  of  military  stores,  and 
his  subordinate  officers,  be  as  follows,  from  and  alter  the  1st  day  of  August 
last,  the  pay  to  be  received  in  bills  of  the  new  emission  :  fie  Id -commissary, 
90  dollars  per  month,  5  rntions  per  day,  servants  included;  deputv  field- 
coinmissarj,  rt)  dollars  ])vv  monili,  2  rations  per  day,  servants  included  ; 
conductor,  45  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day,  servants  included  ;cierk8» 
:  40  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day,  servants  included : 

That  the  commandinj^  officer  of  ar  lillery,  foi-  his  extra  services  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  ordnance  de^^ai  uuetil,  receive  40  dollars  per  month,  in  addition 
to  his  nay  as  an  officer  in  the  line,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  from  and 
after  tne  tat  day  of  Aueust  last : 

That  the  surveyor  pf  ordnance  for  defraying  his  expenses  in  the  exercise 
of  his  office,  be  allowed  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  last,  40  doUara 
per  month,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  besides  nis  appointments  as  a  field 
officer  of  artillery. 

Eesolvedf  That  the  additional  pay  of  aids-de-camp,  brigade-majors,  adju« 
tants,  and  re^rimcntal  quarter-masters,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  27th  May, 
1778,  be  consldi-n  d  as  fixed  in  specie  ;  and  that  the  same,  from  and  after  tne 
18th  day  of  August  last,  be  drawn  in  bills  of  the  new  euusbioii  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  regimental  pay-master  and  clothier,  in  addition  to  his  pay  , 
as  an  ofiicer  in  the  line,  be  30  dollars  per  month,  in  bills  ot  the  new  eniis^ 
sion,  and  that  the  several  states,  iii  laukirig  up  the  depreciation  of  sucli  (dli- 
cers  from  the  times  of  their  respective  appointments,  calculate  upon  the  ad- 
ditional pay  as  being  30  dollars  per  month  in  specie* 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  affiiirs  of  the  treasury  was  called  for» 
and  the  same  being  read/ was  Accepted. 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  on  the  juurnaL 

The  report  is  u  follows :  that  they  met  upon  the  business  to  them  relhredi 
and  received  the  complaint  of  Ezekiel  Forman  and  John  Gibson^  two  of  the 

commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasurj,  against  the  commissioners  of  the 
chambers  of  accounts,  in  writing,  which  contains  the  five  following  chirges» 
or  articles  :  1st,  neglect  of  duty ;  2d,  indolence ;  Sd^  inattention  to  the  pi^ 
lie  intprp^^t ;  4th,  incapacity  ;  and  5th,  partiality  : 

That  the  committee  furnished  the  comnns>iuners  of  the  chambers  of  ac- 
•  'counts  with  the  said  complaints,  and  afterwards  heard  the  testimony,  proofs, 
allegations  and  observations  ot  the  ^cve^al  parties  ;  and  after  mature  delibe- 
ration thereupon,  find  that  the  cuiiimissioners  of  the  chambers  have  settled 
above  200  accounts  between  ihe  Ist  oi  December,  17T9,  and  the  1st  Decem- 
ber, ir&O,  several  of  which  required  the  examination  of  many  thousand  vouch* 
ers  and  papers ;  and  that  all  the  accounts  which  have  been  referred  to  thoa  * 
are  reported  to  the  auditor-general's  officct  four  or  five  excepted,  for  tiM  di^ 
lajof  which  satisfactory  reasons  were  given  to  the  committoe: 

That  the  committee  cannot  ascertain  with  any  precision  the  Ham  Hut 
might  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  transacting  this  business,  but  conceive 
it  miglit  have  been  none  with  more  facHitj  if  the  present  svstero  established 
by  Congress  did  not  necessarily  create  great  delays,  and  therefore  they  are, 
upon  the  whole,  of  opinion  tliat  the  said  commissioners  cannot  justly  beceil* 
Sured  on  account  ol  any  of  the  three  first  articles  or  charges  : 

That  the  committee  had  no  evidence  of  incapacity  in  the  said  commission- 
ers, or  cither  of  tliem,  save  Mr.  John  Nicliolson,  one  of  their  clerks,  whose 
conduct  had  been  complained  of  by  ihem,  and  who  had  f  ecriminated  the  said 
commissioners  previous  to  the  giving  his  evidence  ;  &ud  besides,  the  commit- 
tee are  not  satisfied  that  he  is  a  comuetent  judge  of  this  matter; 

That  thej  have  carefully  attendea  to  every  suggestion  of  partialitj,  and. 
having  fully  investigated  every  particular  relating  to  this  charge,  do  not  find 
any  trace  of  the  sort: 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  commissioners  of  the 
chambers  of  accounts,  and  every  of  them»  should  be  acquitted  of  each  of  the 
charges  exhibited  against  them. 

SATURDAY,  January  13,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  December  rthy£rom  ma- 
jor-general Greene,  delivered  in  a  report  ;  Whei en j)on. 

Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  eminent  service's  rendered  to  the 
United  States  by  briy^adier-^eneral  Sumpter,  of  South-Carolina,  at  the  head 
of  a  number  of  volunteer  militia,  from  that  and  the  neighboring  states,  par- 
ticularly in  the  victory  obtained  over  the  enemy  at  the  Hanging  Rock,  on  the 
Gth  of  August ;  iii  the  defeat  of  major  Wemjs  and  the  corps  of  firitish  in- 
fantry and  dragoons  under  his  command,  at  Broad-river,  on  the  9th  day  ei 
November,  in  which  the  said  iftajor  Wemys  was  made  prisoner ;  and  in  the 
repulse  of  lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  and  the  British  cavalry  and  infantrj 
under  liis  command,  at  Black-Storks,  on  Tyger-river,  on  the  20th  day  of  No- 
vember last ;  in  each  of  which  actions  the  gallantry  and  military  conduct  of 
gen.  Sumpter,  and  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  his  troops^  were  highlf 
conspicuous. 

Mesolvedy  therefore.  That  the  thanks  of  Consress  be  presented  to  briga- 
dier-general Sumpter,  and  the  militia  aforesaid,  for  such  reiterated  proofs 
of  their  patriotism,  bravery,  and  military  conduct,  which  entitle  them  to  the 
higihebt  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  country;  and  that  the  commanding 
ofHcer  of  the  southern  department  do  forthwith  cause  tUti  fiaiue  to  be  issued 
in  general  orders,  and  transmitted  to  gen.  Sumpter. 
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MONDAY,  January  15,  17Bt. 

Xhe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  £.  Blaine,  and  the 
report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  letter  from  J.  Pierce^  delivered  in  A 

taught  of  a  letter  to  the  states,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Sir:  A  circular  addressed  to  the  respective  states,  of  the  9th  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  communicated  a  requisition  of  Congress  for  the  service  of  the  cur- 
rent year.  This  act»  and  the  system  of  the  18th  of  Miirch,  respecting  our 
finances,  include  the  principal  means  which  their  present  powers  have  ena- 
bled ('ongress  to  adopt  for  prosecuting  the  war  ;  measures  so  deeply  inter- 
esting not  only  demand  the  unremitted  attention  and  vig,uj  ous  support  of  the 
le^aiatures ;  but  Congress  ought  to  be  informed  of  their  progress  with  the 
ntMftt  precision.  Both  are  necessary  to  the  public  credit,  to  the  success  of 
our  military  operationsy  to  the  very  existence  of  our  armies.  By  our  act  of 
the  £tst  of  October,  the  state  agents  ^e  directed  to  transmit  to  the  com-, 
mander  in  chief,  and  to  the  commissary-general,  respectively,  monthly  re- 
turns of  all  supplies  which  shall  be  drawn  into  their  hands,  specifying  the 
articles  and  the  magajines  where  they  shall  be  deposited.  It  is  equally  in- 
cumbent on  the  state  treasurers  to  malce  similar  returns  to  the  board  of  trea- 
sury of  all  the  taxes  which  shall  be  brought  into  tlieir  respective  offices,  and 
of  the  issues  of  the  new  emission.  These  are  regulations  uhi<  li  cannot  be 
tiispensed  with,  and  it  is  recommended  to  tlie  leo;islatures  to  enjoin  them 
under  such  penalties  as  will  enforce  a  prompt  and  punctual  ubedieuce. 

Besides  tfiose  supplies  for  the  current  year,  which  cannot  be  anticipated 
without  the  utmost  danger,  tlie  pay  la  arrear  to  the  army  demands  your  most 
serious  coDsideration.  The  honour  of  government  anil  military  order  and 
discipline  depend  on  its  regular  discham.  Nor  was  a  fund  sufficient  for 
tills  and  other  purposes  neglected ;  for  had  the  requisitions  for  taxes  prior 
to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  been  productive ;  had  the  warrants  on  the 
state  treasurers  for  the  balances  of  those  taxes,  drawn  so  long  ago  as  the 
first  of  July,  been  satisfied,  a  complaint  of  this  nature  could  not  nave  existed. 

We  are  not  nnapnrized  of  the  embarrassments  attending  the  collection  of 
taxes  from  the  credit  given  on  commissaries  and  quarter-masters'  certifi- 
cates for  the  support  of  the  arinv  ;  but  it  is  manifest  tliat  Congress  could  not 
provide  a  remeny.  It  was  found  expedient  to  discoiuitiue  the  emission  of 

f>aper-money,  and  from  various  causes,  the  public  necessities  weie  not  re- 
ieved  by  loans,  at  the  same  time  that  the  measure  was  embraced  of  extin- 
guishing those  certificates  in  the  taxes.  Hence  the  treasury  has  been  desti- 
tute of  supply,  almost  every  resource  being  cut  oil'  at  the  same  instant.  la 
Tain  have  we  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  Ae  amount  of  those 
certificates,  or  how  far  they  have  been  reduced;  and  they  continue  toob* 
struct  every  plan  which  hath  been  devised  for  restoring  public  credit  and 
supporting  the  war.  This  is  a  subject  to  which  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
tures alone  is  competent,  and  it  will  become  their  wisdom  and  their  zeal  for 
the  public  service  to  give  it  the  fullest  investigation. 

Id  the  mean  time,  an  immediate  provision  for  the  pay  of  the  army  is  indis- 
pensably necessary.  We  need  not  dwell  upon  the  injustice  or  the  probable 
eifects  of  a  delay,  they  are  obvious  and  alarming:  and  we  earnestly  call 
upoii  the  several  states  to  devise  prompt  and  efficient  means  for  remitting 
to  the  pay-master  general,  (yn  warrants  to  be  issued  in  his  favour^  the  respec- 
tive quotas  assigned  to  them  by  the  enclosed  estimate. 

The  necessity  of  great  and  spirited  exertions  becomes  every  day  more 
evident.  W  hile  the  cruel  policy  of  our  enemies  raises  universal  indignation 
and  abhorrence,  it  admonishes  us  that  no'  time  is  to  be  lost  in  rescuing  wt 
bleeding  country  from  desolation,  and  establishing  its  independence  on  the 
b&sis  of  ad  honourable  and  permanent  peace.  However  j^ejat  may  be  the 
burthens  which  we  are  caHed  upon  ts  sustain^  let  us  remember  ^st  they 
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are  the  price  ot  liberty,  and  that  the^  have  been  common  to  every  people 
who  have  dared  to  struggle  for  social  happiness  against  violence  and  op- 
pression. Let  us  reflect  ou  oiu  solemn  eijgagetueatis,  to  devote  our  lives  and 
our  fortunes  to  the  best  of  causes :  and  we  shall  find  that  we  cannot  be  des- 
titute of  resources.  Let  us  review  the  past  miseries  of  a  lingering  war,  and 
the  danger  of  its  further  protraction,  and  we  shall  seize  the  golden  opportu- 
nity of  co-operating  with  our  generous  ally,  by  every  possible  effort  to  ren- 
der tbe  approaching  campal^^n  glorious  and  decisive.  If  we  are  unable  in 
this  sta^e  ot  tbe  conflict  to  defend  ourselves  by  annual  taxes;  can  we  hesi- 
tate to  interpose  our  responsibility,  or  to  contribute  a  portion  of  our  capitals : 
Will  a  people  whose  fortitude  and  patriotism  have  excited  the  admiration  of 
Europe,  languish  at  the  bri2:ht  dawn  of  triumph,  and  endanger  the  pubfic 
happiness  by  aselfish  parsimony?  While  Congress  entertain  just  sentiments 
of  their  constituents  there  can  be  no  place  for  such  humiliating  apprehen- 
sions. On  the  contrary,  we  ^hall  look  with  confidence  for  a  liberal  compli- 
ance w  idi  every  rec^uisition  which  the  public  exigencies  dictate.  Experience 
has  pointed  out  the  dangers  to  which  we  have  been  exposed  by  a  want  of 
punctualitj  in  former  supplies*  and  we  are  persuaded  that  ^ose  dangers 
will,  for  the  future,  be  carefullj  prevented. 

For  our  own  part  we  have  left  nothing  unessayed  to  render  the  operations 
of  the  war  more  vigorous  and  successfid.  We  nave  applied  for  naval  auc- 
cours  from  abroad :  if  we  no  longer  continue  unfortunate  in  the  importation, 
we  shall  not  want  a  competent  supply  of  clothing,  arms  and  ammunition. 
We  are  once  more  attempting  a  foreign  loan  of  specie :  we  have  pointed 
out  atuf  recpiired  the  aids  of  men,  provl^inns  and  money,  which  in  every 
evetit  must  be  produced  from  our  own  inttM  nnl  resources.  We  liavc  strenu- 
ously urged  upon  the  states  a  punctual  compliance,  on  their  part,  with  those 
requisitions.  With  the  states  who  alone  have  authority  to  execute;  with 
an  eolightened  people,  who  know  how  to  estimate  the  blessings  for  which  we 
contend,  it  remains  to  give  the  measures  which  we  have  recommended  their 
full  and  seasonable  effect. 

Tbe  estimate  referred  to: 

Si&iiite  of  the  nims  neceaitiy  to  be  ftrwtfded  by  the  reipeolive  itatei^  fhm  Fennt^l 
o  New-IiampduTB,  ineliuhre,  Ibrthe  anunediite  pay  of  tbe  anny  cn 


to  New-IiampduTB*  ineliuhre,  Ibrthe  anunediite  pay  of  tbe  anny  oqmpoBcd  of  the 
lines  of  those  itates. 

^pportiimed  by  Congrm  tu  folitnos  .* 


New-Hampshire,       -      -   51,726  doUars. 
Massachusetts    ...  284,493  do. 
Jdiodf -Island,     ...   25,863  do. 
C:onnccticut,       ...  155,178  do. 
'Kew-Yoik,         -      -      -   77,j89  do. 


New-Jei*sey,    -  51,726  dollars. 

Pennqrlraai%  -     •     •TSSt^GT  do. 

Toul.  doUan, 


The  above  is  calculated  on  six  months'  pay  in  specie  value  ;  one  half  of 
which  to  be  udvauced  witiiout  the  least  delay,  and  the  remainder  by  the  Ist 
of  April  next. 

^DNESDAY,  JimiMiry  17, 1781. 

Mr.  Alexander  M'Dou^all,  a  delegate  fnm  the  state  of  NewrTorl^  at* 
tended,  and  took  bis  seat  in  Coneress.  • 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  salary  of  Uie  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  4000  dol- 
lars per  annum,  exclusive  ot  office  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  secretary  for  fe« 
reign  affairs. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  director  of  the  military  hospital ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken.  Dr.  John  Cochran  was  elected,  having  been  pre- 
viously nominated  by  Mr.  Varnum. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pay-iiiasT(  r  general  of  the  array  ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  John  Pierce  was  el^ciedi  having  heen  pre- 
viously nommated  by  Mr.  Clarke; 
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Congress  took  into  consi»leniti(H]  the  iej>ortt>r  tht^  Lominittef  oh  the  letter 
of  the  5th  November  last,  from  g<  iieral  Washington,  encloHuig  a  memorial 
from  the  ofRcers  in  the  hospital  iiepartment}  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the 
following  1  esolutious :  * 
'  Whereas,  by  the  plan  for  coiiducttflig  the  hospital  department,  passed  in 
Congress  the  30th  aay  of  September  last;  bo  proper  establishmeiit  is 
▼klea  for  the  efficers  of  the  medical  ttaS,  after  their  dtemitsioB  from  pamle 
senrice,  wh$ch»  coDStdering  the  custom  of  other  nations  and  the  late  pro^ 
vieipB  wade  for  the  officers  of  the  army*  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
thej  appear  to  have  a  just  claim  to ;  for  reroedjwhereof«  and  aiaofiftr  amend- 
ing several  parts  of  the  above-mentioned  plan : 

Refiolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  hospital  department,  ftTid  medical  staff, 
hereinafter-mentioned,  who  shall  (  ont  iTHie  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
or  be  reduced  before  that  time  as  su pernumerarieB,  shall  be  entitled  to»  and 
receive,  during  life,  in  iieu  ot  lialf  pay,  the  following  allowance,  viz.. 

The  director  of  the  hospital  e(iuril  to  the  hali -pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  t 
Chief  phvsiciiiiis  atul  surgeoasof  the  army  and  liospUul,  and  hospital  phy« 
sicians  andT  surgeons,  purveyor,  apothecarjr,  and  regimental  surgeons,  each 
equal  to  the  half- pay  of  a  captain ; 

That  there  be  ailowedto  tM  piirveyer,  apothecary,  and  aeaetant  purrejer^ 
each,  forage  for  one  horse : 

That  the  power  given  in  the  before-mentioned  plan,  to*  the  chief  ph^ciait 
and  surgeon  of  the  army,  to  remove  Tegmental -surgeons  and  nMtes  incaie 
of  absence  without  leave,  shall  in  future  extend  no  further  than  a  power  crfF 
suspension,  until  Buch  delinquent  sliall  be  reported  to  a  prpper  officer  for 
bringing  him  to  trial  by  court-martial  : 

That  the  apothecary  may  deliver  medicines,  instruments  and  dressings^ 
and  other  articles  of  his  department,  to  the  hospitals,  on  orders  in  writing 
from  a  physician  and  surgeon  havinjjthe  care  of  any  particular  hospital,  where 
the  director  or  one  of  llie  chiei  phj  i!>icia.u^  and  burgeons  shall  not  be  preiicnt 
to  give  the  same : 

That  the  power  ^mn  to  the  director  and  chief  hospital  phjrncians,  with 
respect  to  tlie  appointment  of  matrons,  nnrees,  and  other  persona  Decenary 
for  the  regular  managenvent  ol  the  hoBpitals»  be  extended  to  each  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  in  the  absence  of  the  director  and 
chief  phyaicians  and  surgeons. 

THURSDAY,  January  18,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dnane, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  authorized  to  exchange,  as  here- 
tofore,  any  exchangeable  prisoners  of  the  enemy,  taken  in  refugee  boats,  for 
our  people  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  the  resolution  of  the  5th  instant  not- 
'  withstauding. 

SATURDAY.  Jamutiy  fiO, 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  (he  letter  of  the  ftltt  Oecwber* 

from  E.  Blaine,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  president  to  the  ezecuiive  of  the 
state  of  Detaware»  representing  the  necessity  of  forming  magazines  of  flour 
contiguous  to  the  army,  and  urging  that  state  to  send  forward  their  quota  to 
Trenton  by  water,  without  delay.  f 

TUESDAY,  January  23,  irSl. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOtii,  from  J.  Bradford,  was  read,  enclosing  a  schedule  of 
the  settlement  with  captain  Duarti,  for  the  Nostra  Signiora  del  Carmo  and 
St.  Antonio  and  cargo,  and  cauUiin  Duarti's  discharge: 
Vol.  nr.  72 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New- York,  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of 
die  Hthj  from  John  M^Kenson^  which  beins  readmit  was  thereupon, 

J7e«o/vAl,  That  a  procurator  beappointeftdoritigthe  pleasar^  ofCotij^ms, 
Iq  prosecute  in  behalf  of  Cotigress  tor  all  debts  due  to^  or  frauds  comoiitted 
against  these  I  fnited  States  in  the  State  of  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  £gbert  fieosoo,  esq*  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  procu* 
rator  as  aforesaid. 

Ordred,  That  the  letter  aforesaid  be  referr  ed  to  the  board  of  treasurj  to 

take  orcier. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Congress  approve  of  col.  Aj  jnauii's  proposals  as  made  in 
his  letter  ui  the  19th  inst.  to  tlie  board  of  war,  inspecting  the  procuring  the 
cb^thiogand  equipment  of  his  legion  on  his  own  credit;  the  monies  advan** 
ced  for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  procured,  to  be  re-paid  in  four  jears» 
with  interest,  at  the  rute  of  five  per  centum  per  annum ;  the  articles  pro- 
cured to  be  |datn  ted  useful,  without  unnecessary  decorations  or  .expense : 

That  colonel  Armand  have  leave  to  go  to  France;  and  for  this  purpose  a 
furlough  be  granted  biro  for  six  months : 

That  the  board  of  treasury  report  a  warrant  in  favour  of  the  pay-muster 
of  the  board  of  war,  for  the  sum  deemed  necessary  by  the  board  to  recruit 
^e  teiiion  commanded  by  col.  Armand  to  its  complement: 

Thatthe  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  pr  ocure  a  8u  fficient  number 
of  horses,  to  re  luount  such  of  the  cavalry  as  are  destitute  of  horses  agree- 
able to  the  directions  to  he  given  by  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  next 
campaign,  and  that  colonel  Armand^s  legion  be  turnished  with  Us  proporr 
lion  out  of  the  number  so  procured  by  the  quarter -master  general : 

That  theremainder  of  colonel  Armand's  legion,  now  in  service^  be  station- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  discipline  and  equipment,  at  such  place  as  the  com- 
mander  in  ciuef  shall  think  proper : 

That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Temant  to  be  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  le^pon  commanded  bj  oolonel 
Armand*  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

'  ■  *  FRIDAY,  January  26,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  J.  Pierce,  pay-master  general,  waa  read ' 

Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  uf  five  dollars  per  rnoiith,  to  the  officers  of 
the  army,  for  each  retained  ration,  granted  by  an  act  of  the  l:^tii  of  August 
last,  shall  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1780; 

That  the  additional  pay  of  aids-de-camp,  brigade-majors,  a^utaots  and 
regiinental  quarter-masters*  as  mentipned  m  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  ISth 
oithis  inst*  be  drawn  in  bills  of  the  new  emission*  from  and.  after  the  1st 
daj^  of  August  lasti  instead  of  the.  18th  day  of  the  same  month*  as  mention- 
ed in  the  abore-mentioned  resolution* 

SATURDAY,  January  27,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  John  Biddic,  lately  appointed  a  coni- 
piissioner  to  burn  the  money  sent,  and  to  be  sent,  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  several  loan  otli res,  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  be  accepted, 
and  that  Mr.  Andrew  Doz,  tlie  commissioner  appointed  to  destroy  tlie 
emissions  of  May,  1777,  and  April,  177^,  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of 
loans,  be,  and  heret)|y  is  appointed  to  execute  tlie  trust  assigned  to  Mr« 
Biddie* 
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MONDAY,  Jantiar^  ^9,  1781. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones«  a  delegate  of  Virginia^  att^nded^  and  took  his  aeatia. 
Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  Januarij  31,  178!. 

A  letter  of  the  18th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  reatl,  enclo<iiii2:  a  reso- 
lution, passed  by  the  j^eneral  assembly  of  that  state,  the  29th  of  Isuv.  Usit, 
respecting  the  requisitions  of  Congress;  and  wherein  it  is  represented, 
that  upon  good  information,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  hat 
been  a  great  loss  and  spoil  of  clothiog  belonging  to  the  United  Stat^,  fof 
want  of  proper  care  and  attention  to  uiat  department;^'  also  a  resolution  of 
the  said  general  assemblj,  passed  in  October  last,  respecting  the  cession  and 
relinquishment  of  the  western  territory  to  the  Umted  States* 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  November  be  referred  to  a  committee  of' 
three:  the  members,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  t  lymer  and  Mr.  Sharpe. 
.  Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  October,  together  with  the  acts  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  state  of  New-York  and  of  the  coninionwealth  of  Virginia,  on 
tlie  same  subject,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven  :  the  members,  Mr. 
Witlierspoon,  Mr.  Duaue,  Mr.  Kuot«  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Burke^ 
Mr.  Walton. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Joseph  Howell,  auditor 
of  accounts  for  the  main  army,  and  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  there- 
on, delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

^egolved.  That  the  auditors  of  accounts  for  the  main  and  separate  army* 
be,  and  hereby  are  authori%ed  to  allow  to  each  of  their  clerks*  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  August  last,  41  2-3  of  a  dollar  a  month^in  bills  emitted 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  last^  and  one  ration  a  day. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Hodgdoa* 
delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  the  comini«sary-gcneral  of  military  stores,  or  first  officer 
m  that  department,  be,  and  hereby  is  allowed,  from  and  aftei-  the  first  day 
of  August  last,  115  dollars  a  month,  in  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
the  IBth  of  March  last;  and  that  the  deputy  comnilssai  v  or  second  officer 
in  that  department,  be,  and  hereby  is  allowed,  from  the  said  first  day  of  Au- 
gust, the  sum  of  90  dolidi  s  per  month,  in  the  bills  aforesaid  ;  in  lieu  of  ike 
•ttms  allowed  them  respectively  by  the  resolution  of  the  12th  instant. 

THURSDAY,  February  1,  irSL 
On  motion  of  the  medical  committee, 

^c^olred.  That  the  purveyor  of  the  hospital  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered 
and  diri  cted  to  collect,  or  cause  to  be  collected  and  secured  under  hi^  care, 
Jiutil  properly  issued,  all  public  hospital  stores  and  medicines  in  Virginia, 
J*te  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Ricktnan,  or  others  acting  under  tlie  United 
States,  and  all  persons  in  possession  oi  bucu  public  stoi  cs  or  medicines,  are 
hereby  required  to  deliver  the  bame  to  the  said  purveyor,  or  his  order,  upon 

demand. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read :  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to 

the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  the  late  arrangement  of  the  army,  there  is  a  supernumerary 
officer  allowed  to  each  regiment,  to  reside  in  the  state  to  which  such  regi- 
ment belongs,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  necessary  bnsinefi  for&e 

•"eminent  ;  therefore, 

^^solved.  That  the  resolution  of  the  4th  September,  1778,  allowing  officers 
tluee  dollars  a  day  for  expenses  on  business  not  incidental  to  their  ofiices« 
1*^1  a ud  is  hereby  repealed,  from  and  alter  tlie  first  day  of  March  next. 

Congress  tuuk  into  coutiideratioa  tiie  report  oi  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
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and  the  first  resolution  being  read,  **  that  it  be  recoiBraend(Ml  to  Uie  seven? 
states  as  indispensably  neccssarr,  that  t'jpvpn'^s  laws,  p;ranting  to  Congr^«, 
for  tlie  use  of  tbe  United  States^  &c.  a  dut^  ot  live  per  cent,  on  goods,  k^i 
imported,"  &c.  i 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews,  to  strikl 
out  the  words  '*pa8s  laws  granting  to,"  and  in  lien  thereof^  insert" vest t 
p&wtr  in/'  and  after  the  word  ^  Congress,"  to  iotert  the  nvordt »  to  Injf 
OB  tho  ^aeBtion,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  stmck  oat  stand  ?  tht  fw 
tad  naja  were  required  by  Mr.  Borkei  and  the  states  beiqg  equally  difiied, 
the  words  were  struck  out. 

FRIDAY.  February  2,  1781. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  relerred  Uie  letter  captain  FaicbluJ 
delivere«i  in  a  report;  Wlicreupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  captain  Pahciiki,  late  of  the  An^crican  army,  be  informed 
that  the  request  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  in&l.  to  be  ailuwed  tltiwe- 
elation  and  half-pa^  cannot  be  complied  with. 

On  the  application  of  Mr.  8nlUvan»  a  delate  for  the  state  of  Net* 
Hampshire^ 

Miindt  That  the  board  of  war  adraoce  to  John  Nesmith,  so  mmhiiw- 
ney  as  they  may  judge  reasonable  and  necessary,  to  enable  htm  to  return 
home  ;  and  mafce  report  to  the  boi^rd  of  treasury  of  the  sum  so  advanced, 
that  the  same  may  be  charged  to  the  state  of  New-Hampshirc^  whichisto 
be  accountable. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  hid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  this  day  ta  | 
them,  f  rotii  the  presidmt  of  the  suprenie  executive  council  of  Pennsjivanb 
enclosing  a  copy  ot  a  letter  from  tiie  same  to  major-generai  SuCUiiiiWlucii , 
were  read  ;  ^\  hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  iulorra  the  supreme  executive  couucil  of  | 
Pennsylvania,  that  Congress  have  not  been  insensible  of  the  sufleringsoftlie 
army  for  want  of  paj  :  that  on  the  15th  of  last  month  they  did,  in  the  SMSt 
earnest  manner,  apply  to  the  respective  states,  from  PenosyWania  to  Ntw- 
Hampshire*  both  inclusive,  for  a  sum  of  money  for  \he  immediate  pay  of  the 
army  composed  of  the  line  of  those  states :  that  the  whole  line  is  equal!; 
the  object  of  the  care  and  attention  of  Congress :  that  as  soon  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  public  treasury  will  admit,  the  just  claims  of  the  innj 
shall  be  satisfied;  but  that  Concress  cannot,  in  any  circumstance,  make i 
distinction  bet^^  oen  the  troops  of  any  one  state  and  those  of  another. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wolcott, 

Resolved,  Thatho  be. excused  trom  any  further  attendance  at  the  boarti 
of  treasury. , 

SATURDAY,  February  3,  irsi, 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,. atteiHf«d, 
and  took  his  scat. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wherenpon. 

Hesolvedy  That  it  be  rocomniended  to  the  supreme  executive  of  thestite 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  call  out  to  do  duty  in  the  city  of  Plnladelphia  for  thirlf 
days,  if  not  sooner  discharged,  100  rank  and  me  of  the  militia,  proper!/ 
oihcered. 

T^e  order  of  the  day  was  calkd  for,  when  a  motion  was  made  Mr- 
Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  liurke, 

That  it  Is  indisnensably  necessary  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
aembled,  should  be  vested  with  a  nght  of  supermtending  the  csiiBMrait 
regulations  of  every  state,  that  none  may  take  place  that  shall  be  paiiia|^ 
contrary  to  the  common  interest;  and  tliat  they  should  be  vested  wi^ 
exclusive  right  of  laying  duties  upon  m\1  hnpotted  artieics^  ne  nslnctiaa  to 
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he  vaiul,  an«l  no  such  diity  to  be  laid,  but  with  the  consent  of  rune  states. 
Provided,  that  all  duties  and  imposts  laid  bv  the  United  States  in  Cong;res3 
assembled,  shall  always  be  a  certain  j)i  oporlion  ut  the  value  of  the  article 
or  articles  on  which  the  same  shall  be  laid  ;  and  the  same  article  shall  bear 
the  same  duty  and  impost  throug;hout  the  said  states  without  exep^ptioti :  and 
prtfided  tM  ail  avoh  dntwa  and  impoati  shall  be  for  the  perfecting  of  cer- 
tain specified  purposes,  which  purposes  being  perfected^  the  said  duties  and 
imposts  so  appfropriatcd,  sball  cease :  provided  alS0|  that  the  United  Stiitea^ 
in  Congress  assembled, shall  not  be  empowered  to  appropriate  any  duties  or 
imposts  for  perpetual  annuities,  or  other  perpetoal  or  indefiuite  interests,  or 
for  annuities  for  more  than  three  lives  at  the  same  time  in  being,  or  for  a 
longer  term  than  years. 

On  the  rpi^'stion  to  agree  to  tbi^ ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Matthews,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  oi  tlie  committee  of  the 
whole : 

And  on  tlie  question  to  insert  the  words,  moved  to  be  inserted  ;  the  yeas 
and  najs  %vere  reciuired  :  and  it  was  resolved  iu  (he  altinnaiive. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being  amended,  was  agreed  to 
as  Ibtlows : 

Ite$olveAp  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  as  indispensably 
necessary^  that  they  vest  a  power  in  Congress^  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  h  duty  of  live  per  cent  «d  valorem,  at  the  time  and  place 
ef  importation,  upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of  foreign  growth 
and  matlttfiictiires,  which  may  be  imported  into  any  of  the  said  states  from 
any  foreign  port,  island  or  plantation,  after  the  first  daj  of  May,  178 1  ;  ex- 
cept arms,  ammunition,  clothing  and  other  articles  imported  on  account  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them  ;  and  except  wool-cards  and  cotton-cards, 
and  wire  for  making  them;  and  also,  except  salt,  during  the  war: 

Also,  a  like  dutv  ot  five  per  cent,  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods,  condemn- 
ed in  the  court  (3t  aduiiralty  ut  any  of  these  states  as  Idwiul  [)rize  : 

Thai  tlie  monies  arising  from  tne  said  duties,  be  appropriated  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  principal  and  Interest  of  the  debts  already  contracted,  or  which 
may  be  contracted,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  supporting  the 
present  war : 

That  the  said  duties  be  continued  until  the  said  debts  shall  be  folly  and 
finally  dischaiged. 

MONDAY,  February  J,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  3l8t  of  January,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter 
of  the  27th,  from  major-general  Howe ;  and  one  of  the  iB^th  of  January,  from 

major-general  Parsons,  were  read: 

^Ord(T€d,  That  the  letter  of  mnjor  {general  Parsons,  with  the  papers  en- 
closed, relative  to  his  successtul  cnterprize  against  the  enemy's  post  at  Mor- 
I'isania,  with  so  much  of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to 
the  ct)mm!ttee  of  intelligence  ;  and  that  the  ( otmnauder  in  chief  return  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  major-^eiieial  l*arboiis,  ;in<l  the  officers  and  men  un- 
der his  command ;  and  inform  him  that  Con<^i  tss  have  directed  this  pablica- 
tion  to  be  made  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  judicious  arrange- 
cuenta,  Mtd  ef  the  spirit  and  military  conduct  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
naen  employed  under  liim  on  the  occasion* 
On  motion  of  the  medical  committee^ 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  give  the  directions  necessary  for 
^siablishiiffi  a  hospital  in  Virginia,  and  providing  for  the  same;  and  also  for 
•emovlng  the  sick  from  the  new  gatd  in  this  city,  to  soibe  proper  place  to  be 
HTOvided  as  a  hospital  for  prisoners*. 
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The  comiuittee,  to  \\  iioni  was  referred  the  letter  of  20th  November  iasi; 
from  the  president  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  report. 

That  with  respect  to  the  case  of  Mons.  de  la  Tour,  a  French  subject,  re- 
siding in  Nfew-Hampshire,  stated  to  Congress  bj  president  Weare,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion^  that^the  tax  on  his  stuck  in  trade,  of  which  he  com- 
plains, beiug  common  to  the  citisena  of  that  i>tate,and  no  wise  incompatiUe 
with  his  character  as  a  French  subject^  is  liable  to  no  olyection,  unlesaaqch 
eflects  be  included  in  his  computed  stodk  as  lie  out  of  that  statOi  to  wUch 
distinction  careful  attention  ought  to  be  paid* 

Besolvtdt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  having  reported  farther  on  the  subject: 

Ordered,  That  the  consiaeration  of  the  temainder  be  postponed. 

TUESDAY,  February  6, 1781.  , 

0^1  motion  of  Mr.  Bland, 

Hebolvedt  That  Thomas  Bond,  iun.  purveyor  to  the  general  hospital,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  settle  the  accounts  for  salaries,  and  pay  the 
officers  of  the  hospital  established  in  Vir«:ini;t,  under  the  directidn  of  Dr» 
Guulil,  wbicli  have  accrued  since  the  new  ai  rangement  of  the  medical  de- 
partment ;  and  that  Dr.  W.  Rickman,  late  deputy  director,  settle  and  re- 
turn the  accounts  of  salaries  due  the  officers  of  tne  said  hospitals,  prior  to 
that  date,  to  the  present  purveyor. 
A  memorial  of  J.  Henderson,  agent  of  0.  Pollock,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Congress  took  info  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  commerce 
on  the  memorial  of  J.  Henderson,  respecting  the  accounts  of  0.  Pollock  ;  and* 
thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasury  board  pass  37,836  dollars,  specie,  to  the  credit 
of  O.  Pollock,  agent  of  the  United  State«i  at  New-()rle:i!i5;,  as  a  debt  due  to 
him  from  the  said  states,  on  ^\  hich  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  is  to  be  allow- 
ed him  until  payment  shall  be  made. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report,  respect- 
ing the  drawing  of  the  fourth  class  of  the  Umted  States'  lottery,  delivered  in 
another  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  maniaeers  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  forthwith  pre- 

Gtre  for  drawing  the  fourth  class  of  the  said  lottery ;  that  they  draw  the 
anks  and  prizes,  and  begin  the  drawing  on  the  1st  Monday^  in  April  next, 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury;  and  that  the  tickets  then  re- 
maining unrenewed  by  the  adventurers  in  the  third  class, conformable  to  the 
resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  November,  17761  be  on  account  of  the  United 
States  and  not  disposed  of. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  7.  1781. 

Whereas  the  events  of  the  war  may  prevent  tlie  legislatures  of  some  of 
these  states  from  asseniblinjj;  in  time  to  consider  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
Sd,  and  consent  to  the  vesting  in  Congress  tlie  pmver  to  levy  tiie  duties  men- 
tioned in  the  said  act,  so  as  to  enable  Congress  to  apply  the  said  duties  for 
the  important  purposes  for  which  the  said  duties  are  designed  ;  and  whereas 
there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  such  states  as  may  he  so  circumstanced, 
will  refuse  to  concur  in  a  measure  calculated  for  the  general  defence,  .so 
soon  as  their  legislatures  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  and^liberate : 

Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  all  the  states,  whose  leg^latufes  shall  and  may 
assemble,  shall  consent  to  the  vesting  in  Congress  the  power  of  lefying  the 
duties  in  the  act  aforesaid  specified.  Congress  will  proceed  to  the  execution 
of  the  said  powers;,  and  the  revenues  arising  from  the  said  duties,  shall  be 
carried  to  the  general  credit  of  all  Uie  states  which  shall  consent  or  accede 
theret<^  in  die  Brst  session  of  their  respective  legii^atures,  which  shall  be 
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»ld  after  the  said  act  shall  have  reached  the  executive  poweis  ot  lUe  btates 
isnectively. 

Urdered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution,  together  with  the  act  of  the  3d»be 
-ansmitted  with  all  convenieiit  despatch  to  Uie  aeveral  states ;  and  that,  in 
le  letter  accompanying  the  aamet  the  president  arge  upon  the  several  ex* 
cutives  the  necessity  of  iinmediately  calliog  the  assemblies^  if  not  already 
onvened,  for  i^e  purpose  of  vesting  Congress  with  the  power  mentionctt 
1  the  said  act* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  that  part  of  their  report  on  a 
Ian  for  the  arrangement  of  the  civil  executive  departments  of  the  United 

•tates,  delivered  in  another  report. 

Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  for  the  arrangement 
fthe  civil  executive  departiaeiits  of  the  Ujnted  States;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  riKit  there  be  a  superiuteadent  oi  finance,  a  secretary  at  war« 
ntl  a  secretary  of  marine  : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superiuteiiilenl  of  finance,  to  examine  into 
he  state  of  the  public  debts,  the  public  expenditures,,  and  the  public  revenue  ; 
o  digest  and  report  plans  for  improving  and  regulating  the  finances*  anil 
9r  establishing  order  and  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  tlie  public  money; 
o  direct  the  execution  of  all  plans  which  shall  be  adopted  by  Congress  re- 
pectins  revenue^  and  expenditure ;  to  superintend  and  control  the  settle* 
nelitot  all  public  accounts ;  to  direct  and  control  all  persons  employed  in 
irocuriog  supplies  for  the  public  service*  and  in  the  expenditure  of  public 
loney  ;  to  obtain  accounts  of  all  the  issues  of  the  specific  supplies  furnished 
<y  the  several  states  ;  to  compel  the  pajment  or  all  moneys  <lue  to  the 
Jnited  Stiiles,  aiiLl  lu  liis  offiridl  Llicirac ter,  or  in  such  manner  as  the  laws  of 
he  rcs[H-ctivt'  states  shaii  dircL  t,  to  prosecute  in  behalf  of  ihv.  United  States, 
or  all  delinquencies  respecting  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures 5  to 
eport  to  Congress  tliii  olTicers  who  shall  be  necessary  for  absistiog»  him  in 
lie  various  branches  ofhis  department. 

That  the  powers  and  duty  of  the  secretary  at  war  shall  be  as  follows  : 

*t^o  examine  into  the  present  state  of  the  war-office,  the  returns  and  prc- 
leint  state  of  the  troops,  ordnance,  arms»  ammunition,  clothing,  and  supplies 
if  thejsrmies  of  these  United  States,  and  reoort  the  same  to  Congress ;  to  ob* 
Min  and  keep  exact  and  regular  returns  of  all  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
lod  of  all  the  military  stores,  equipments,  and  supplies  in  the  mao;azines  of 
;he  United  States,  or  in  other  places  for  their  use ;  to  take  the  immediate 
:are  of  such  as  are  not  in  actual  service  ;  to  form  estimates  of  all  such  stores, 
Mliiipments  and  supplies  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  milit:iiT  service,  and 
or  keeping  up  ccnnjiettMit  ma;j;:izines,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  superin- 
lendeut  of  Hndnce,  {liat  he  may  take  measures  for  procuring  the  same  in  such 
nanner  as  may  best  suit  the  finances  of  these  states  ;  to  prepare  estimates 
;br  payinw  and  recruiting  the  armies  of  these  Unned  States,  and  lay  them 
jefore  the  auperintendent  of  finance,  so  seasonably  as  to  enable  him  to  make 
provision  witnout  dela^  or  derangement ;  to  execute  all  the  resolutions  ol 
Congress  respecting  inilitary  preparations^  and  transmit  all  orders  and  re- 
loltttions  relative  to  the  military  land  forces  of  these  United  States ;  to  make 
oiit,  seal,  and  countersign  all  military  commissions,  keep  registers  thereof^ 
ind  puhiish  animatlj  a  list  of  all  appointments;  to  report  to  Congress  the 
»ffioei*8  necessary  for  assisting  him  in  the  business  of  his  department. 

Resolved,  That  it  siiall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  marine,  to  examine 
into  and  report  to  Con^^ress  the  present  state  of  the  nnvy,  a  register  of  the 
ofliiccrs  in  and  out  of  conmiand,  and  tfie  dates  of  their  respective  coinmis- 
sionsjantl  (in  account  ofall  the  naval  and  otherstores  belon^ln-  to  thatdepart* 
nient  :  to  tortii  (siimates  ofall  pay,  equipments  and  supplies  necessary  for 
Uic  navy ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  report  such  estimates  to  ihe  surperin* 
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teiident  of  iuiance,  that  lie  may  take  measures  for  providing  for  the  expenses, 
iq  such  maaner  as  maj  best  suit  the  condition  of  the  public  treasury  ;  to  so- 
periBtend  m4  direct  tKe  eieeatum  of  all  resolntioDS  of  Congress  respecting 
Mmd  prepmtioiif :  to  make  ottt^  aea)  and  connteniga  all  marine  commu- 
•ions,  keep  registers  thereof^  and  pobHsh  aQimally  a  list  of  all  appointments; 
ta  report  to  Congress  the  officers  and  agents  necessarj  to  assi&t  htm  in  the 
fensiness  of  his  department ;  and  in  general  to  execute  all  the  duties  and 
powers  specified  in  the  act  of  Congress  constitnting  the  board  of  admiralty. 

• 

THURSDAY,  FebrHary  8,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  tlir  '24th  of  January,  from  inajnr-f^en.  Greene,  "with  sundrrpa- 
pers  enclosed,  giving  an  account  of  a  signal  and  complete  victory  gained  by 
brigadier Morgan,  on  the  17th  of  January,  over  a  deUichment  of  the 
British  aniiv  under  the  cotnmand  of  lieutenant-col.  Tarletoa  ; 

AIho,  another  letter  from  major-gen.  Greene,  of  the  23d,  and  a  letter  of 
January  9th,  iVom  the  same,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read  : 

Ordfred^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  Hie  meoi* 
hers,  Mr.  Barke,  Mr.  Vamnm,  Mr*  Bee.  '  . 

An  anthentic  copy  of  a  letter  from  bri^dier-gen*  Moultrie  to  tieatenant- 
colonel  Balfour,  dated  Christ  Church  parish,  October  16th,  1780,  and  colonel 
Balfour's  answer,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  copies  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  ministers  of  these  Unit' 
ed  States  at  the  courts  of  Europe ;  and  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee aforesaid.  '« 

FRIDAY,  February  9,  1781. 

Buolved,  That  the  «alary  of  the  snperinteodent  of  finance  be  6000  dol- 
lars per  annum : 

That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  at  war  be  5000  dollars  per  annum  ;  umL 

That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  marine  be  5000  dollars  per  auoUAU 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  immediately  lay  before  Congress  an 
exact  state  ul  liie  returns  from  all  the  respective  loan-oftices,  specifying  the 
old  emissioua  brought  in  to  be  deatroyed,  and  tlie  new  eiuissioiiis  retained, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Congress ;  also,  a  state  of  tlie  taxes  paid  in  by  tlift 
respective  states,  and  that  they  make  such  report  to  Congresa  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  month  in  future. 

SATURDAY,  February  10, 1781. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
the  report  on  finance,  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair, 
and  >ir.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  have  cenaidereU  farther  the 
report  on  finance,  but  not  having  come  to  a  concln8ioiK»  desire  leave  to  lifi 
again. 

Ordered,  That  on  Monday  next  Congress  be  resolved  into  acOlxvBUtteeoi 
the  whQle»  to  consider  farther  the  reportii  on  Nuance* 

MONDAY,  February  12, 1781. 

Mr.  Daniel  Carroll,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

The  delegates  for  Maryland  laid  before  Congress  a  certified  copy  of  as 
act  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  which  was  read,  as  fdlows 

*•  An  aci  to  empower  the  delegates  of  Uiu  state  in  Congress  to  subscribe  and  raiU^  tiic  juUckirf 

,  Whereas  it  hath  been  wud  that  the  common  enemy  is  enconraged  by 
tills  sUte  not  acoedin^g  to  the  confcder«tion»  to  hope  that  the  imion  of  tte 
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Bister  states  niijbe  dissolved  ;  and  therefore  prosecotet  the  war  io  expecta- 
tion.of  an  event  so  disgraceful  to  America ;  and  our  friends  and  iUnstrionf 
alljrare  impressed  with  an  idea  that  the  common  cause  would  be  promoted 
by  oar  formally  acceding  to  the  confederation:  this  general  assemU j,  con- 
scioQs  that  this  state  hatht  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  strenuouslr 
exerted  herself  in  the  common  cause,  aud  fully  satisfied  that  if  no  formal 
confederation  was  to  take  place,  it  is  the  fixeH  fletormination  of  this  state  to 
continue  her  exertions  to  the  uimost,  agreeable  to  the  laith  pledged  in  the 
union  ;  IVojn  an  earnt  i^t  desire  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  the  sister  states  ; 
to  coovince  all  the  world  of  our  unalterable  resolution  to  support  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  tinited  States,  and  the  alliance  with  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jestj,  and  to  destroy  forever  any  apprehension  of  our  friends,  or  hope  in  our 
enemies,  of  this  state  being  again  united  to  Great-Britain. 

Be  it  enacted  bj  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  that  the  delecaiet 
of  this  state  in  Consress,  or  any  two  or  three  of  tbem«  shall  bOtand  are  here* 
by,  empowered  amireqaired,  on  behalf  of  this  state^to  subscribe  the  articles 
of  confederation  aud  perpetual  union  between  the  states  of  New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts- Bay,  Uhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connect* 
cut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Marylanid,  Virginia* 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  nnd  Georgia,  signed  in  the  general  Con* 
gress  of  the  said  states  by  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  thi"ir  then  president^ 
and  laid  before  the  legislature  of  this  state  to  be  rati  tied  it  approved.  And 
that  the  §aid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  so  as  aforesaid 
subscribed,  shall  henceforth  be  ratified  and  become  conclusive  as  to  tliis 
state,  and  oliligatory  thereon.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that,  by  acceding 
to  the  said  confederation,  this  state  doth  not  relinquish,  or  intend  to  relin- 
pisb»  any  right  or  interest  she  hath,  with  the  other  united  or  confederated 
itates,  to  the  oack  country ;  but  claims  the  same  as  fully  as  was  done  by  the 
egislatore  of  this  state,  in  thdr  declaration,  which  stands  entered  on  the 
oarnals  of  Congress ;  this  state  relying  on  the  justice  of  the  several  states 
iereafter,  as  to  the  said  claim  made  by  this  state. 

And  it  is  forther  declared,  that  no  article  in  the  said  confederation,  can 
»r  ought  to  bind  this  or  any  other  strite,  to  guarantee  any  exclusive  claim  of 
my  particular  state,  to  the  s<nl  of  the  said  back  lands,  or  any  aoch  claim  of 
urisdiction  over  the  said  lands  or  the  inhabitants  thereof. 
By  the  House  ot  DelegateS|  January  oOth,  1781,  read  and  assented  to, 
By  order,  F.  GREEN,  CUrk. 

By  the  Senate,  February  ^d,  irsi.   Read  and  assented  to. 

By  order,  JAS.  MACCUliiilN,  Clerk. 

THO.  8.  LBB.        (L,  ^.)" 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  aomtine, 
le  president  reiomed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  tiie  com* 
ittee  have  considered  farther  the  reports  on  finance,  and  made  some  pre- 

-ess,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again: 
Ordered,  That  to-morrow  Congress  be  again  resolved  into  a  committee 
the  whole,  to  consider  forther  the  reports  on  finance* 

WEDNESDAY,  February  14, 1781. 

Xhe  board  of  war,  to  Hhom  was  referred  the  letter     the  7ih  from  B. 
odderty  secratary  of  the  board  of  war,  praying  for  leave  tu  resign,  deliver- 
in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Jieaolveif  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 
Ordered^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

THURSDAY,  f^Bhrum^  15,  1781. 

Xhe  committee,  appointed  to  consider  tlie  letter  of  December  aSd,  178(0, 
im'the  governor  ot  Massachusetts,  deliverod  in  a  report ;  Whereupon. 
Vol.  hi.  73 
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Resolved,  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  that 
C()ii;;i;ress,  sensible  of  the  importance  of  supporting  the  eastern  Indian  de« 
partincnf,  under  the  superliiu  iiflcnce  of  colonel  John  Allan,  iipprove  of  the 
careof  ihe  executive  ol  Massachusetts,  in  making,  from  time  to  time,  the 
necessary  provision  for  the  same;  and  they  are  requested  to  continue  suck 
supplies,  and  charj^e  the  same  to  the  United  States  :  and  it  is  further  resolved, 
that  tlie  governor  and  cuuiicil  ot  Massac Kustt its  be,  and  hereby  are  empow* 
'  ered  to  complete  the  company  of  artiUerj,  at  the  post  of  Machias,  to  a  niiiD- 
ber  not  exceediDs  sixtj-five,  including  such  officers  as  they  shall  judge  noccs- 
tarv,  for  the  forfner  security  and  defence  tiiereof ;  the  said  company  to  be 
under  the  command  of  colonel  John  Allani  and  to  be  raised,  clothed,  paid 
and  subsisted  as  continental  soldiers,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

J!ii9olwd,  That  Joseph  HowelL  jun.  one  ot  the  auditors  of  accounts  for 
^e  tnaiu  army,  be,  ana  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  open  his  office  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  accounts  that  may  properly  come 
before  him,  as  one  ot  the  auditor^  of  accounts  for  the  main  army  ;  and  that 
he  proceed  pai  ticularly  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  oilicers  and 
pay -nuisttiis  uf  tlie  Fennsjlvania  line,  or  other  accounts  proper  to  be  settled 
by  111  in.  under  the  direction  of  tl)e  board  of  treasury,  subject  to  be  removed 
to  the  main  army  so  soon  as  it  shall  appear  necessary. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  from  W.  Cannichael, 
Isc.  when  the  drau^^ht  of  a  letter  to  Mr«  Jay.  which  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
bad  moved  in  parsnance  of  instnictiona  from  their  Gonstit«ents»  was  dented 
and  agreed  to* 

FRIDAY,  February  16,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Varnum*  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Dougally 

i?^so^U££{,  That  no  member  speak  twice  upon  any  question  in  debate^  vatil 
every  member  who  chooses,  snail  have  -spoKen  once  upon  the  same. 

Congress  was  refill  ved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and,  after  some 
time,  the  preside tjt  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the 
Committee  have  considered  farther  tlie  reports  on  &nance,  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Ordered,  That  tomorrow  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  reports  on  finance. 

On  motion  of  the  committee  of  cdmmerce^ 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be»  and  herebjf  are  antiiam- 
«d  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  arrange  the  accounts  of  the  aaid  €omniittse« 

SATURDAY,  February  17,  1781. 

,    A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Bpsolved,  That  Joseph  Carleton  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appoinfed  secretary 
of  tile  board  of  wur,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Stoddert  resigned^  until  ^ 
further  order  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  the  principal  superintendent  of  bakers,  in  the  army  ol 
United  States,  receive,  in  bills  of  the  new  eniissions,  aO  dollars  per  month, 
and  two  rations  a  day.  and  forage  for  one  horse : 

That  the  superintendent  of  bakers  make  re^^nlar  monthly  retnros  10  the 
commissary -seneral  of  issues ;  and  that  he  receive  monieStfrom  time  totiflie» 
by  warrants  from  the  commander  in  chief,  out  of  the  military -cbest»  ^ 
payment  of  wages,  and  carrying  on  the  business  of  his  department : 

That  Mr.  Christopher  Ludwick,  who  has  acted  with  great  in^dtistry  and 
integrity  in  the  character  of  principal  superintendent  of  bakers,  be,  and 
hereby  continued  in  that  employment;  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  hire 
or  inlistany  number  of  bakers^  not  exceeding  30|  on  such  terms  as  the  boa^^ , 
of  war  shall  think  proper:     *  . 
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g.'     —    »    •"'I    '~   :    I  -    '  ■  -:^:z„.LZ_^rr^=s:—  ■-  - — : 

I'iwit  Mr.  Christopher  Ludwick  receive,  as  a  compensatioB  fur  all  past  6er« 
nee*,  1000  dollars,  iu  biiU  of  the  new  emisbiou.  t 

MONDAY,  JiVrirtMry  19, 17S1* 

A  motion  waa  made  bj  Mr.  Bee,  tecoDded  bj  Mr.  Vanranij 

That  captain  John  P.  Jones»  lately  arrived  from  France,  be  directed  t^ 
ftttend  Congress  on  Monday  next,  to  lay  before  them  every  information  in 
fiiH  power,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  clothing;  and  arms  belong^iog  to 
these  United  Statee,  in  France :  and  that  the  doors  of  Congress  ba  open  our* 
Ing  Buclv  eicamination : 

After  debate,  a  motion  wits  made  by  Mr.  Ailains,  seconded  bj  Mr.Sharpe, 

That  the  farther  consid  eration  thei  pofbo  postponed. 

Oo  which  the  jeas  and  nays  were  required ;  ana  it  passed  in  the  afi^mative. 

TUESDAY,  February  SO,  1781. 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
Congress, 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  M^Dougall, 
Mr.  Montgpmery,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Madkon  and  Mr.  Biirke,  appointed  to 
confer  with  colonel  B.  Harrison : 

BeBolved,  That  the  southern  army  be  composed  of  all  the  regular  iroopt, 
from  Pennajlyania  to  Georgia,  inclusive,  except  MoyUm's  dragoons,  and 
those  on  command  on  the  western  frontiers ;  and  that  the  commander  in 
chief  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  order  the  troops  of  the  Pennsylvania  linOi 
except  as  above,  to  join  the  army  in  Viiginia,  by  detachments,  as  they  may 
be  in  readiness  to  march : 

That  the  deputy  quarter-master  in  Pennsylvania  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  put  the  wagons  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  order  for 
service  imoiediately : 

That  the  several  states  southward  of  Pennsylvania  be,  and  hereby  are 
required  to  furnish  their  respective  quotas  of  supplies  to  the  southern  army, 
timely  and  regularly : 

That  tiie.  states  aforesaid,  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be,  and  hereby 
are  required  to  complete  their  respective  quotas  of  troops,  and  forward  then 
to  join  the  southern  army  without  lo^s  of  time. 

Reaoiwdt  That  400  wagons  be  procured  and  furnished  for  the  sontfaem 
lurny. 

ifesolved.  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  hereby  are  directed  to  furnish 
the  southern  aroiv  with  10,fK)0  suits  of  clothes,  complete :  860  tents,  5000 
muskets,  with  bayonets  and  cartouch-boxes  ;  8000  knapsacks,  6000  havre- 
sucks,  BOOO  canteens,  TOO  camp- kettles,  8000  hlaiikets,  10  tons  of  musket 
powder,  5  tons  of  cannon  powcler,  and  20  tons  of  lead. 

Tliiit  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  artillerj  and  cavalry  with  the  necessary 
ammunition  and  eq  u  ijj  me  uts  not  com  prised  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  :  and 
tliat  tiiey  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  artificers  to  repair  tlie  arms  in  the 
ma^sazines  ot  Virginia  and  other  places. 

Bmivedt  That  for  purchasing  the  foregoing  articles  the  board  of  war  be, 
and  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  contract  for  payment  in  specie, 
other  money  equivalent,  payable  in  six  months  with  interest ;  and  that  bills 
of  eKchaoge,  on  the  minister  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, be  pirepared  immediately,  and  deposited  with  the  board  of  war,  to  ba 
bv  them  delivered  to  the  persons  so  contracting,  to  thp  amount  of  such  con- 
tracts, at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  unless  they  shall  have  monies  at  - 
tliat  tune  to  fulfil  the  said  contracts. 

Re^olvptl,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executives  of  the 
states  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  V  iigiuia  and  North-Carolina,  to  agree  upon 
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»Ti<]  settle  an  arrarji^eiDent  for  supplying  the  southei^i  army  with  provisions 
fruiii  the  states  most  coiiLiouous,  and  for  repIaciDg  the  same  with  provisions 
from  those  that  are  more  remote;  and  (o  establish  such  mode  of  traaspoirta* 
tion  as  will  be  most  convenient  ami  least  expensive  to  the  whole. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  superintendent  of  Hiiauce;  and 
^e  ballots  being  taken,  Robert  Morris,  esq.  was  unaoimuualj  elected,  having 
iMeo  prenottsljr  nMiiiated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 

t         WEDNESDAY,  February  21,  1781. 

Sesolved,  That  captain  O'Neil  be  considered  as  retiring  from  service  un- 
der the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  a4th  daj  of  Novpnmer,  1778,  and  be 
entitled  to  one  year's  pay  iu  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolutioa  ot'tbe 
18th  of  March,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  tlie  memorial  of  Preserved  Ciapt  was 
read  ;  v\  hei  eupon, 

JitsoLvedt  That  the  *»upreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  ei§- 
mine  into  the  merit  and  services  of  Preserved  Clap,  aod  order  payment  on 
tiie  toconnt  itf  tbe  United  Stntea^  for  sucb  sum  as  tiiey  think  he  mmj  justly 
fiattm ;  provided  it  shall  not  exceed  lOOOdolU.  in  bUls  of  the  new  emmelona : 

That  Preaemd  Clap  be  informed,  that  Congrest  cannot  employ  him  ia 
public  senricOi  coneiatent  with  their  arrangements. 

THURSDAY,  Febrvanj    2,  1781. 

Mr.  Hanson^a  delc^te  for  Maryland,  attended^  and  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  having  taken  their  seats  in  Congress  with  pow- 
ers to  sign  tIte  articles  of  coiilederatioa  : 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  completing  the  confedera- 
tion i  and  that  a  committee  vi  three  be  appointed,  to  consider  and  report  a 
mode  for  announcing  the  same  to  the  public :  the  members,  Mr*  Walton^ 
Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Matthews. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tVio  report  of  the  committee  on  the  me* 
morial  of  R.  Peters,  T.  Pickering  and  W.  Grayson;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  salaried  ot  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  board 
of  war,  be  established  ajrreeahly  to  the  resolution  of  the  ITth  of  October, 
1777,  the  act  of  the  13th  September  last  notwithstanding;  and  that  their 
several  accounts  for  services  since  the  first  mentioned  date,  be  a^usteU  ac- 
cordingly. 

PRIBAY,  February  23, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  : 

Ordi'ved,  That  bills  of  exchange,  ot  the  following  denonnnations,  be  forth- 
witii  struck,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  for  the  payment  of 
interest  to  such  holders  of  luaa-oflice  certificates  as  may  be  entitled  to  re* 
ceive  it  in  such  bills,  viz.  ^ 

1000  sets  of  12  dollars,  at  five  livres  tonrnois  per  dollar;.  1500  sets  of  18 
dollars,  at  do.  t  1000  sets  of  24  dollars,  at  do. ;  SOOO  sets  id*  dO  dollars^  st 
do. ;  3000  sets  of  36  dollars,  at  do. ;  500  sets  of  60  dollars,  ct  do. ;  100  seta 
of  300  dollars,  at  do. 

That  the  said  bills  be  drawn  conformable  to  the  resolotions  of  Cong;ress  of 
the  12th  of  May  and  1 1th  of  July,  1 778.  X 

On  report  of  a  coniniittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and 
Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th,  from  lisitc^iaiit- 
col.  Uriah  Forrest : 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant-col.  Forrest,  of  the  Mary- 
land line,  be  accepted,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  all  the  emoluments  of  the 
resolutioud  of  the  10th  of  April  and  the  Slst  of  October  last,  except  half  pa^' : 
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That  the  state  of  Maryland  be,  and  hereb?  is,  requested  to  advance  "td 
Ueotenant-col.  Forrest,  on  account  uf  the  Uoited  States,  a  sum  equal  to  se- 
ven years  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel,  iniiea  of  the  half  pay  he  Would 
otherwise  be  entitied  to  daring  bis  natural  life. 

SATURDAY,  F«ar«ary  1781. 

Bmlved,  That  the  postage  of  letters,  in  future*  be  daMt  tW  sums  paid 
before  the  comoiencement  of  the  present  war* 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  mode  of  announcing 
the  BdsI  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  : 

Resolved^  That  on  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  final  ratification 
of  the  confederation  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  announced  to  the 
public ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  and  board  of  admiralty  take  order  ac- 
cordingly : 

That  this  important  event  be  communicated  to  the  executives  of  the  seve- 
ral states  ^ 

That  the  several  ministers  of  these  states  in  Europe  be  informed  of  the 
complete  and  final  ratification  of  the  said  confederation  ;  and  that  they  be 
ordered  to  notify  the  same  to  the  respective  courts  at  which  they  reside:  '  * 

That  it  be  aUo  notified  to  the  hun.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France: 

That  information  of  the  completion  of  the  said  confederation  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  announce  the 
same  to  the  army  under  his  command. 
*On  repMof  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  w  ith  col.  B.  Harrison, 

Bemdwd^  That  the  convention  prboners^  now  in  Virginia,  be  removed  to 
some  state  more  northerly,  and  that  the  board  of  war  have  them  immediate-, 
ty  put  in  motion  for  that  purpose,  and  continue  their  march  bjf  the  way  of 
^ioland's  ferry,  until  the  turtber  order  of  Congress. 

MONDAY,  February  26,  1 78 1 . 

Mr.  Tliomas  M'Kean,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  me- 
morial of  col.  R.  Gridley  ;  and  thereupon, 

Hesolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  JVIassachu setts  to  make 
ftp  tjo  Richard  Oridley  the  depreciation  of  bis  pay  as  engiJieer  i^t  60  dollars 
pefinohth,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  1st  da^  of  January,  I781t 
in  like  manner  with  other  officers  in  the  contUientsl  service,  and  charg*e  the 
su  I  n  to  the  United  States  i 

That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  January,  IfSl,  colonel  Gridley  be. 
30nsid^red  as  a  retiring  ofiicer,  and  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  United 
states  444  2-5ths  dollars  per  annum,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  in  vir- 
:ue  of  ttic  resolutions  of  Conj:^res«?  of  the  17th  November,  1775,  on  the  sub- 
ect  of  his  ifulemniiication  for  any  losses  he  n)ight  sustain  by  entering- into 
the  service  of  the  Unite<l  States. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

Jiesolved,  That  Elijah  Weed  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  keeper  of  the 
(tate-prison  in  Philadelphia,  in  thi^  ruutu  oi  iii)bei  C  Jewell,  deceased. 

TUESDAY,  F<seriiiitySr,trSl. 

Ml**  Bodney,  a  delegate  for  the  slate  of  Delaware,  attended  and  took  hla 
ieat  in  Congress. 

On  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  Bir.  M'Dousall,  and 
Mi\  Sullivan,  to  whom  was  referred  aletter  of  30th  of  May,  from  jofons.  do 

^artine, 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  entei^tain  ahigh  sense  of  the  distinguished  braver- 
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3'  and  inilitarj  conduct  of  John  Panl  Jones^  esq.  captain  In  the  navj  of  tha 
nited  States,  and  particutarly  in  his  victory  over  the  British  ship  of  wu 
SerapiB,  on  the  coast  of  fineland,  which  was  attended  with  circnmstaaces  so 

brilliant  as  to  excite  general  applause  and  admiration  : 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Versailles  communicate  to  hts  most  Christian  majesty  the  high  satisfaction 
Co!)c:ress  have  received  from  the  iritVn  mation  of  Mon?.  de  Sartine,  that  the 
conduct  and  gallant  behaviour  ofcainain  John  Paul  Jones  have  merited  the 
atlervtion  and  approbation  of  his  most  Christian  majesty;  and  that  his  majes- 
ty's otfer  of  adorning  capt.  Jones  with  the  cross  of  military  merits  is  liighly 
acceptable  to  Cons^ress. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  secretary  oif  marine ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  major-8;eneraI  Alexander 
lA'Doogall  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  the  other  secretanes  be  postponed* 

WEDNESDAY,  February  28,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum»  Mr,  Bee,  and  Mr* 

Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  amotion  of  Mr.  Bee, 

Ordered^  That  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  John  Pierce,  pay-roaster  gfsmt* 
rsl,  upon  the  loan-offices  of  the  undermentioned  states  in  the  following  pro- 
portions, in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  arising  from  the  four-tenths  of  tlie  ten 
inilli(His  ijsued  in  pursuance  of  tiie  act  of  tlie  18th  of  March  last,  and  that 
the  same  be  applied  to  the  pacing  of  the  lines  of  the  said  states^viz* 

On  the  comuiisbioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  of 


New-Hampshire,  •  %  51,726 

Massachusetts,  -  '  284^293 

Khode-IalMid*  •  25,863 

Connecticut,  •  155,178 


New-York,  -  g  77,589 

New-Jersey,  .  51,7i6 


Of  which,  15,100  to  be  paid  immediately,  in  preference  to  any  former 
warrants,  for  which  several  anms  the  said  J.  Pierce,  pay-master.general*  ii 

to  be  accountable. 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Howly, 

That  the  election  of  a  secretary  at  war  be  postponed  to  the  1st  day  of 

October  next. 

On  the  question  to  ap;ree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  :  and, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  altirmative. 

Ilesolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  proceed  upon  the 
duties  of  that  department,  with  all  the  powers  and  authorities,  expressed  in 
the  act  of  thefth  of  the  present  month,  ascertaining  the  duties  of the  secre- 
tary at  war,  until  *the  further  order  of  Congress ;  any  former  resolntioD  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

THURSDAY,  March  1,  1781. 

A  repre5;entation  from  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New -Hampshire^  and 
the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  was  laid  before  Con«:ress,  and  read. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Npw-York  read 
in  Congress  the  7th  of  Mai  cli,  1780,  entitled,  An  act  to  facilitate  the  coin- 
ptetiou  of  the  articles  ot  confederation  and  perpetual  union  among  the  Unit* 
ed  States  of  America,"  and  whirh  is  in  the  words  following  : 

«*  Whereas  nuilun*^  under  Divine  Providence, can  more  eftectually  contri- 
bute to  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of  tlie  L  nited  iStates  of  America,  than  a 
federal  alliance,  on  'such  liberal  principles,  as  will  give  satisfaction  to  its 
respective  members  $  and  whel'eas  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpe- 
tusl  union,  recommended,  by  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  have  not  proted  licceptable  to  ail  the  statea;  it  haTiog  beed* con- 
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ceived,  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncttltivated  territory,  within  the 
limits  or  claims  of  certain  states*  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  common  fund 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  and  the  people  oi  this  state  of  Now  York  be- 
ing on  all  occasions  di>^posed  to  uiauilest  tlieir  regard  lor  their  sister 
8tate^,  and  theit  eiu  nest  desire  to  promote  the  general  intereht  and  security  ; 
and  more  especially  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  bj  removing,  as  far  as 
it  depends  upon  them,  the  before  mentioned  impediment  to  its  tiiiai  accom- 
plishment :  ■ 

Be  It  therefore  enacted,  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New-York,  repre- 
sented in  senate  and  assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  delegates  of  this 
state^  in  the  hoqprable  the  Coittress  of  the  United.States  of  America,  or  the 
major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled  in  Congress ;  atid  they  the 
said  delegates,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  so  assembled,  are  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf  of  this  state,  and  by  proper  and 
auilientic  acts  or  instruments,  to  limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  this 
state  in  the  western  parts  thereof,  by  such  line  or  lines,  and  in  such  manner 
and  form  as  they  shall  judji^e  to  be  expedient,  either  with  respect  to  the  ju- 
risdiciioM,  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  or  reserving  tiie  jurisdic- 
tion Hi  part,  or  in  the  whole,  over  the  lands  which  may  be  ceded  or  relin- 
quished, with  respect  only  to  the  right  of  pre-empiion  oi  the  soil. 

*^And  be  it  further  enacted  b^  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  territory 
"which  may  be  ceded  or  reltnauished,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  either  with  res- 
pect to  the  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  or  the  right 
or  pre-emption  of  soil  only,  shall  be  and  enure  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States,  as  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  alliance  of  the 
Mtd  states,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

*•  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  the  lands  to 
be  ceded  and  relinquished,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  benetitof  the  United 
States,  with  respect  to  property  ;  but  which  shall  nevertheless  remain  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  shall  be  disposed  of  and  appropriated  in  such 
inaiiiieroiily,  as  the  Congre^i^  ofthi'  said  slates  slsall  direct  ;  and  that  a  warrant 
under  the  authority  of  Congress,  for  surveyi»ig  and  laying  out  any  part  thereof, 
shall  entitle  the  party  in  whose  favor  it  shall  issue  to  cause  tiie  same  to  be 
surveyed  and  laid  out,  and  reiunied  according  to  the  directions  of  such  war- 
rant, and  thereupon,  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  this  state  shall 
pass  to  the  grantee  for  the  estate  specified  jn  the  said  warranty  for  which  no 
other  fee  or  reward  shall  be  demanded  or  received,  than  such  as  shull  be  al- 
lowed by  Congress.  ,  , 

Pi-ovided  always,  and  be  it  fu  rther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
ihe  trust  reposed,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  executed  by  the  dele* 
gates  of  this  state,  unless  at  least  three  of  the  said  delegates  shall  be  present 
iu  Con-iress." 

"  State  of  J)rew~Torkt  I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  atorcgoing  is  a 
true  copy  of  the  original  act,  passed  the  19th  of  February,  1780,  and  lodged 
in  the  secretary's  office.  ROBERT  H  ARPUR,  Jfep.  .S>c'?/  of  State,'* 

The  delegate  g  f  ir  the  state  of  New-York  executed  in  Congress  the  fol- 
lowing act  or  declaration,  to  wit : 

•*  To  sdl  people  wlio  shnU  see  these  preients,  we,  .lames  Duane,  William  Flovd,  and  Alexander 
AI^DouguU,  tlie  underwritb  D  dt^lt^gntes  Hor  tlie  sutu  ol  JNew-loric  io  the  honorable  Congress  ^ 
ef  the  Uoiled  Sutes  of  America,  tend  greeting  t  J 

**  Whereas  it  b  stipulated  as  one  of  the  condttiona  of  the  cesMon  of  terrt« 

tory,  made  for  t^e  benefit  of  the  Unit^  Stateii.by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  that  the  United  States  should  guarantee  to  tbatstate  the  bounda- 
ries reserved  by  her  le<;islature  fur  her  future  juri«>diction  ;  and  it  would  be 
unjust  that  .the  sta^  of  ^ewr  Yorkt  as  a  member  of  thjs  ledend.itiiioD»  should 
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.  be  compelled  to  gnamntee  the  territories  which  shall  be  reeorved  bf  other 

states  making  such  cessions,  when  her  own  boundaries,  as  they  are  t»  be  11- 
miti  (1  and  retttricted  the  act  or  inetniineDt  of  cession  now  to  be  executed, 
shall  not  he  guaranteed  in  the  same  manner :  wherefore,  the  said  delegates  for 
the  state  of  New-York,  being  uninstrucfpd  on  this  subject  bj  their  cons?  itu  en  t?, 
thii.k  it  theirdutj  to  declare,  and  they  do  by  this  present  instrument  declare, 
that  the  cession  of  territory  and  restnctiou  of  boundary  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  now  to  be  made  by  them  in  behalf  of  the  people  ol  the  said  state,  shall  not 
l>e  absolute;  but  on  the  contrary,  shall  be  subject  to  ratibcatiuo  or  disavow- 
al bj  the  people  of  the  said  state,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  at 
ikeir  pleasure ;  unleti  the  boandatiea  reMnreil  for  thefutnte  imiadietiiNi  af 
the  flaifl  state,  by  the  mstnioient  of  eeiiion  now  to  be  esacutod  bj  «a»  flhall  be 
guaranteed  by  the  United  States,  in  the  same  maiiiivr  and  form  aa  the  terri* 
torial  rights  of  the  other  states  shall  be  euaranteedr  which  have  made  or  aiaj 
make  cessions  of  part  of  their  claims  Tor  the  benefit  of  the  United  States } 
tlie  people  of  the  state  of  New- York,  on  their  party  anbmitting  that  any  part 
of  their  limits,  which  are  or  may  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  detennlaed  and  adjusted  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  articles  of  runfede:  ation.  In  testimony  whereof,  ^ve  have  hereunto  set 
our  luujds  arid>eals,  in  tlie  presence  of  ('oni^ress,  tins  tlrst  dav  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Ltuii  one  thousand  seven  hundrt^d  aud  ^ighty-ooe«  and  ot 
our  Independence  the  fiflli. 

JAMES  DOANB,  (L.  a) 

WM.  FLOYD,  (L.  S.) 

\I  EXANDfia  MDOUGAiX,    (L.  S.)'^ 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

CHARLES  THOMSON, 
CHARLES  MORSE* 
EBENEZER  SMITH. 

The  foregoing  being  etecuted,  the  delates  aforeeaid^  in  vtrtne  of  tfaa 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  act  of  their  legislature  above  recited,  proceeded 
and  executed  im  due  form  in  behalf  of  their  state»  the  following  instnunentsm. 

To  all  ^'ho  shall  dee  these  |[>resenta,  we,  .Tames  Duane,  William  Floyd  and  Alexander  M* 
u;;uU,  th('  ir ifir-rui  tit*  )t  di-1«-g;ates  for  tkic  itaie of  li«w«Y<Mrk  IB  ttie  hoDonble  CoBgprea  flC  tbe 

LiiJletl  Suti  i  ul  Aiiit M  iej,  sK-iul  gi*eeti«g:  , 

Whereas  bj  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state  of  New -York, 
passed  al  a  ssebsion  lu  lil  at  Albany,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  facilitate  the  cotnpletioQ  of  ' 
the  articles  of  coofederation  and  perpetual  mium  among  the  United  States 
of  America;''  it  is  declared)  that  the  people  of  the  state  of  NewoYorfc', 
were  on  all  occasions  disposed  to  manifest  their  nfiud  ior  their  sister  statlSi 
and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest  and  seeority,  and 
more  especially  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  by  removing,  aa  fkr  as  it 
depended  upon  them,  the  impediment  to  its  final  accomplishment,  reapectiiig 
the  waste  and  uncultivated  lands  within  tlie  limits  of  certain  states;  and  it 
is  thereby  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  said  state  of  New-York,  represen- 
ted in  senate  ant!  assembly,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  it  mi^ht 
and  should  be  lawful  to  and  tor  the  delegates  of  the  said  state  in  the  liouo- 
ralile  Congress,  and  iliey  or  the  major  part  of  them,  so  assembled,  are  here- 
by fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  oi\  behalf  of  that  state,  an  J  by 
proper  aud  authentic  acts  or  inatiunieiits,  toliuiit  and  restrict  the  boundaries 
of  the  said  state  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  expedient, 
ei^or  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  ri^t  or  pre-emotioft 
of  soil,  or  reserving  Ae  junsdiction  in  part  or  in  the  who|«,  over  the  Inds 
which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  with  reapect  only  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption of  the  soil:  and  bj  the  said  act  it  is  farther  enacted,  that  the  terri^ 
tory  which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  by  virtue  4hefeof,  either  with  kI- 
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pect  to  the  juriatlictioii,  as  well  an  tl)e  right  ut  pre-emption  oC  soil,  or  the 
right  or  pre-eaptioa  of  toll  onljr,  shall  he  and  enure  for  the  vse  and  benefll 
of tMch  m  tlie  United  States,  as  shall  become  raembefs  of  the  federal  alliance 
of  tlMS  Mud  states,  and  for  no  other  nse  or  purpose  whatsoever  i  and  by  the 
iald  act  it  is  provided  and  enacted  that  the  trast  reposed  bj  virtue  thereof 
shall  not  be  executed  bj  Uie  delegates  of  the  said  state,  unless  at  least  three 
of  the  said  delegates  shall  be  present  in  Congress :  and  whereas*  by  letters 
patent,  under  the  great  seal  or  the  said  state  of  New- York,  bearing  date  the 
g9th  day  of  Octohpi-  limt  past,  reciting  t!mt  the  senate  and  asaemby  had,  on 
the  12th  day  of  September  then  !a«?t  past,  nominuted  and  appointed  us,  the 
said  James  fiuane,  William  Flovd  and  Alexandt  r  M^Dougall,  together  witlj 
Jnhn  Morin  Scott  and  £zra  L'Hommedieu,  delegates  to  represent  the  said 
Htate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  therefore  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  nomination  and  appointment,  the  people  of  the  said 
state  of  New-York,  did  thereby  commissioa  us,  the  said  James  DuanSf 
William  Flovd  and  Alexander  M'Dougall,  and  the  said  John  Morin  Scott 
and  Ezra  L^Homniediea,  or  any  majority  who  should,  from  time  to  tlme| 
attend  the  said  Confess ;  and  if  only  one  of  the  said  delegates  should  at 
any  time' be  present  in  the  said  Congress,  he  should  in  such  case,  be  aotho- 
riMd  to  represent  the  said  state  in  the  said  Congress,  as  by  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  said  act,  and  an  eitoplification  of  the  said  commission,  remaining 
amons  the  archives  of  Congress,  fully  appears. 

"Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we,  the  said  James  Duane,  William  Floyd 
and  Ah  xander  NI'Dougall,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority,  and  in  the 
execution  <d  ttie  trust  reposed  in  us  as  aforesaid,  have  judged  it  expedient 
to  limit  and  restrict,  and  we  do  by  these  pressenls,  fur  and  in  behalf  ol  the 
said  state  of  New- York,  limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  the  said  state 
in  the  western  parts  thereof,  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the 
right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  by  the  lines  and  in  the  form  following,  that  is  to 
saj :  a  line  from  the  north-east  comer  of  the  state  of  Ftenns^dfania,  alon| 
the  noHb  bounds  thereof  to  its  north-west  eorner  continiied«  one  west  nntil 
it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  meridian  line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  45lli  dsmt 
of  north  latitude,  through  the  roost  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  lake 
Ontario ;  thence  by  the  said  meridian  line  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude; and  thence  by  the  siid  4.sth  degree  of  north  latitude:  but  if  on  ex- 
ptriment,  the  above  described  meridian  line  shall  not  comprehend  BO  mile's 
due  we?t  from  the  most  westerly  hent  or  inclination  of  the  river  or  strait  of 
Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these  presents,in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  for  and 
on  behaif  of  the  state  of  New- York,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  aforesaid, 
limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  ot  the  said  state  in  the  western  parts  thereof, 
v^ith  respect  to  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  soil,  by 
the  lines  and  in  the  manner  foliowing,  that  is  to  say  j  a  line  from  the  north- 
east comer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  alone  the  north  bounds  thereof, 
toita  north-west  comer,  continued  due  westnnSi  it  shall  be  intersected  by 
a  meridian  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude^  throudi 
a  point  90  miles  due  west  from  the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  the 
rirer  or  Rtrait  Niagara ;  thence  by  the  said  meridian  line  to  the  45th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  and  thence  by  the  said  45th  degree  of  north  latitude  :  And 
we  do  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  of  the  people»and  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
state  of  New-York,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  trust  committed  to  us 
by  the  said  act  and  commission,  cede,  transfer,  and  forever  relinquish  to, 
and  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  such,  of  the  states  as  are  or  shall  become 
IMirties  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  ail  the  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdic- 
tion and  claim,  of  the  said  state  of  New-York,  to  all  lands  and  territories  to 
the  northward  and  westward  uf  the  bouudai  ies,  to  which  the  said  state  is  in 
manner  aforesaid  limited  and  restricted,  and  to  be  granted,  disposed  of,  and 
VouIII.  74  ' 
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ippropriated  in  such  manoer  onlj,  as  the  Congress  of  the  said  United  or 
Confederated  Statei  ihall  order  and  direct. 

•  In  teatlmony  whereof  we  haire  berennto'  anbicribed  mr  naneay  and  affs* 
ed  onr  seala  in  Congreasy  the  let  day  ef  Marcb»  in  At  year  of  oar  Lord  ITBtf 
aftd  of  our  indopendenco  the  5tb. 

Siglied  JAMES  DUKNT.,  (L.  9.) ' 

WILUAM  FLOYD,  (L.  S.) 

ALEXANDER  M'DOUGALL*       (L.  8.)** 

Sealed  and  deli?ered  in  the  presence  of 

CHARLES  THOAISON, 
CHARL^  liOR&l^  ^ 
KBENKZER  SMITH. 

Aeeording  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  hon.  John  Hanaon  and  Ilaniel  Car- 
foil,  two  of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  pQrsuance  of  the  act 
of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  entitled  **  An  act  to  empower  the  delegates  of 
this  state  in  Congress  to  gubscribe  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confederation," 
which  was  read  in  Congress  on  the  I2th  of  February  last,  am]  a  copy  there- 
of entered  on  the  inir.utes,  did,  in  behalf  of  the  said  state  uf  Maryland,  sign 
and  ratify  the  said  articles,  by  which  act  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States  01  America  was  completed,  each  and  every  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  both  iujiluded,  having  adopted  and 
confirmed,  and  by  their  delegates  in  Congress, ratified  the  same,  follows: 

Tq  all  to  whom  these  pretetM  akudl  eoroe,  we  the  undersigned  dBtegpttes  of  die  <Uite«  affixed  t» 

our  ntraet,  fend  greeting  I  ^ 

Whereaa  the  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
aembled,  did,  on  the  15th  dar  of  November,  io  theyear  of  our  Lord  irrr,  and 
Id  the  aecood  year  of  the  uMopondenco  of  Amorica,  agree  to  eertain  irMea 
of  cimfederatiQn  and  perpetual  union  botwoon  the  atalea  of  Now-Haaipfihire, 
Masaachnaetts-Bay,  RhoNde- Island  and  Fnividenco  Plantationa*  Connoeli- 
cut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tirgimif 
north-Carolina*  8oatb*Caroiina»  and  Geoigiay  in  the  worda  foilowiii§»  rii. 

Allies  of  confederation  and  perpetual  mion  between  tbe  ttatea  oTNew-Hampahire,  Manadlii* 

8ett»«Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  Ncw-Jei-sef, 
Pennsyltania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Noitli-Caix)liiia,  Soulh-Caroliua,  and  Georgia, 

drticle  1.  The  stile  of  this  confederacy  shall  be  the  United  States  of 

America. 

Jirt.  2.  £ach  state  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence, 
and  every  power,  jurisdiction  and  right,  which  is  not  by  this  confedeFati<ffi 
expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  tMsembled. 

dtfre.  8.  The  aaid  atatea  hereby  aoverally  outer  into  a  firm  league  of  friend- 
ahip  with  oaeb  other  for  their  eonunon  defence,  the  aoioority  m  ikeiw  libl^> 
tiea,  and  thoir  mutual  and  general  welfiiro ;  binding  thomad^ea  Io  naaiat  each 
tftber  against  all  force  ol^rod  to  or  attacks  nado  upon  thon  or  aajr  of  tbani* 
on  account  of  religion,  aovereigntj,  trade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

«irf«4.  Tlio  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friendship  and  inter* 
course  among  the  people  of  the  dift'erent  states  in  this  union,  the  free  inhabi- 
tants of  each  of  these  states,  (paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice 
excepted)  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens 
in  the  several  states  ;  and  the  people  of  each  state  shall  have  free  ingress  and 
regress  to  and  from  any  other  sUte,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges 
of  trade  and  coninierce.^sxHijtict  to  the  same  duties,  impositions  and  restric- 
tioDs  as  the  inhabitajits  thereof  respectively,  provided  that  such  reatrictioos 
ahall  not  extend  so  far  as  ip  prevent  the  removal  of  property  imported  into 
any  atale  to  any  other  atate,  of  wbicb  the  owner  ia  an  hwabitant ;  provided, 
aleo,  that  no  impoaition,  dutiea  or  rc^ptriction.  ihali  belaid  by  any  ^ 
tlw  property  of  the  United  8tatea»  or  aitbor  of  tboou 
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If  ukj  person  gttiltj  of  or  chai^d  with  treuon,  felon j,  or  other  VX^  mtt« 
demeanor  in  any  state,  shali  flee  from  Justice  tad  be  found  in  anj  of  the 
United  St&tM.  he  shall,  upon  demand  of  tlie  governor  or  executive  power  of 
the  ^tate  from  which  he  ned,  be  deiivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  hav* 

iiii;  jarisdiction  of  his  nffence. 

Kaii  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these  states  to  the  records, 
acts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  tlie  courts  and  magistrates  of  everj  other 
state. 

•Art.  5,  For  the  more  convenient  management  of  the  general  interest  of 
the  United  Stated,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed  in  such  manner  as 
tiie  legialature  of  each  ttate  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  the  first 
If  oQdajin  November,  in  ever?  year,  with  a  power  reserve!  to  eaoh  state  to 
reeal  ite  delegates,  or  any  of  themt  at  an?  time  wttUn  the  year,  and  to  send 
others  in  their  stead  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

No  state  shall  be  represented  In  Congress  by  less  than  two,  nor  by  moro 
thiCQ  seven  members ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a.  delegate  for. 
more  than  three  years,  in  any  term  of  six  years  ;  nor  shall  any  person,  being 
a  dp]eg;atc,  be  rapnble  of  holdins;  any  office  under  the  United  State;?,  for  which 
lie,  or  any  other  lor  his  benefit,  receives  any  salary,  fees  or  emoliuaent  of 
any  kind. 

Each  state  sliall  maintain  its  own  delo5;ates  in  any  meeting  of  the  states* 
an<l  while  thej  act  as  members  of  the  comuiittee  of  the  states. 

In  determinins  questions  in  the  United  States  in  Coju^ress  assembled* 
each  state  shall  nave  one  vote.  . 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congreis  shall  not  be  impeached  or 
qnestioned  in  any  court  or  place  ont  of  Congress  $  and  the  members  of  Con* 
cress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  and  imprisonmentSt 
mring  the  time  of  their  going  to,  and  from»  and  attendance  on.  Congress* 
except  for  treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

.  Article  6.  No  state,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  send  any  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  embassy  from,  or  enter 

into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance  or  treaty,  with  any  king,  prince  or 
state  ;  nur  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  ot  protit  or  trust  under  tlia 
United  States  or  any  of  them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office  or 
title  of  any  kind  wliatever  fruui  any  king,  prince  or  foretgo  state,  nor  shall 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assemULedt  or  any  of  them^  grant  any  title 
iif  iiohility* 

*  No  two  or  more  states  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation  or  alU« 
ante  whatever  faotwoen  them  withont  the  content  of  the  United  States  to 
CSon^reio  aseembled»  specifying  acenratelv  the  |)urposes  for  which  the  ssimi 
is  to  be  entered  into,  and  how  long  it  shall  continve. 

No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  which  may  interfm  with  anj 
stj  pu  I ations  i  n  t roatiea  entend'  into  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem*  ^ 
|>led«  with  any  kii^;,  prince  or  state,  in  porsoance  of  any  treaties  alreadj 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

No  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  state,  except 
such  number  only  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  tlie  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  for  the  defence  of  such  state  or  its  trade;  nor  shall 
any  body  ot  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  state  in  time  of  peace,  except  such 
number  only,  as  in  tfie  iud^;ment  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bleil,  bUall  be  deemed  requisite  to  garrison  the  forts  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  soch  state;  but  every  state  shall  always  keep  up  a  well  regulated  and 
disoipUneAnttUtiay  eailicimitlynmed  and  aeesutred,  and  shall  provide  anA 
have  constantly  reedy  for  nse  in  public  stores,  adne  number  of  field-pieosn 
a»d  tent%  and  a  proper  (juaotity  of  anns»  ammunition  and  camp  equipage*  * 

No  state  shfdl  en«;aee  in  any  war  vithont  the  consent  of  the  United  Stateo  ^ 
in  Congress  asaemblecu  unless,  snch  state  be  actually  invaded  by  eneniies»  or 
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shall  have  certain  advice  of  ft  resolution  being  formed  by  some  nation  .of  In- 
dians to  invade  such  state,  and  the  danger  ia  av  imminent  as  not  to  admit  ' 
ef  a  delaj  till  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  can  be  consulted; 

nor  shall  any  state  grant  comtnission«;  to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  nor  let- 
ters of  marque  oi-  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war  by  the 
United  States  in  Cun^iess  ass-embled,  and  then  onlj  against  tlie  king;(lom  or 
state  and  the  subjects  thei  rof,  against  wliich  war  has  been  so  declarad,  and 
under  sucli  regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
fess assembled,  unless  such  state  be  infested  by  pirates,  in  wiiich  ca.'ie  ves- 
sels of  war  may  be  fitted  out  fur  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  dan- 

Ser  tlmll  eanttnoe,  or  aatil  the  Umted  Slitet  ia  CengrtM  naiblid,  tfiiH 
etermine  otherwise. 

Articte  Wh^a  laad-forcet  art  railed  by  any  atate  for  the  ceaiaMie  4a< 
fence,  all  officers  of  or  uader  the  rank  of  coloael  shall  be  appointed  the 
Icgialatare  of  each  atate  respectively,  by  whom  such  forces  ahalt  be  raised, 
or  in  such  manner  as  such  state  shall  direct}  aad  ali  ▼acaaciet aball be 

filled  up  by  the  state  which  first  made  the  appointment. 

Article  8.  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  incur- 
red for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasur?, 
which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  states  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all 
land  within  each  state  granted  to  -or  survevnl  for  any  pei  son,  as  such  land 
and  the  buildings  and  impnivements  thei  eon  shall  be  estimated  accoiditigto 
such  mode  as  the  United  ;S tales  in  Congress  assembled,  shally  from  time  Hi 
time,  direct  and  appoint. 

The  tazea  for  |>ayinff  that  pmortioa  ihall  be  laid  aad  levkd  hy  die  aa* 
therity  aad  directioa  cl  the  legialatarea  of  the  aeveral  atatea  withia  the  tiae 
i^^reed  upon  by  the  United  Statea  ia  Congreia  aeaembled. 

Article  9.  The  United  States  in  Congresa  afaembled,  shall  hft^e  theei^ 
and  exduaiTe  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  aftd  war»  eacept  in 
the  cases  mentioned  in  the  6th  article ;  of  sending  and  receiving  ambassa- 
dors; pnterini^  into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided  that  no  treaty  of  com- 
merce shall  be  made,  wljereby  the  legislative  power  of  tbe  respeclive  state? 
shall  be  restrained  from  iinposino^  sucli  imposts  and  duties  on  toreiuners  as 
their  own  petjple  are  snhjected  tt»,  or  from  yjfoliibiting  the  exportation  or  iffi- 
portatton  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsover  ;  of  establishin* 
rules  for  deciding  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land  or  water  shall  be  le^al, 
and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  service  of  tbe 
United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated ;  of  granting  letteraaf  laarqBe 
aad  repriaal  ia  time  of  peace ;  appointing  coarta  for  tbe  trial  ofairacieaaM 
feloaies  committed  oa  tbe  bidi  seaa,  aod  eatabliahlag  coarta.  lor  receiving 
and  determlaiag finally  appeala  ia  all  cases  of  captures;  provided  that  no 
member  of  Congress  shall  be  appoiated  iud^e  of  any  of  the  said  coarta. 

The  United  Statea  ia  Concresa  aaaembled,  shall  also  be  the  last  reaartso 
appeal  in  all  disputea  and  dii|erences  now  subsisting  or  that  hereafter  may 
arise  between  two  or  more  states  concerninn;  bonnflary,  jurisdiction,  or  anj 
other  cause  v/hatever  ;  which  authority  shall  always  be  exercised  in  the  man- 
ner  following :  whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  or  lawful  agent 
of  any  state  in  controversy  with  another,  shall  present  a  petition  to  Uonj;res3, 
stating  the  matter  in  question  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice  thereof  shall 
beg'iven  bv  order  of  Congress  to  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  ot  tiie 
other  state  ui  controversy,  and  a  day  assigned  for  the  appearance  of-wieptr* 
ties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  thall  tbea  be  diraoted  to  OfijieiBt  bj  joint 
cottseot,  commtaaioQera  or  judges  to  coaaHtiite  a  ceart  for  heanog  anil  deter* 
mining  the  matter  ia<|ueatioa ;  batif  they  eaaaotagre^^Cimmaaahallai^e 
tlareepermnoatof  eachef  the  UailidStalea«aadft«iath«liilofa«chper-  | 
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Ml9'«8di  p(irty  shall  alternately  ttrike  ovt  ooe^  the  petitiooera  beginDingi 
until  the  iramber  th*!!  be  reduced  to  thirteen ;  tnd  fnmi  that  number  not 
less  than  seven  nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  Congress  shall  direct,  shall 

in  ihe  presence  of  Congress,  be  drawn  out  bjlot;  and  the  persons  whose 
names  shall  be  so  drawn,  or  any  five  cf  them,  shall  be  commissioners  or  judges 
to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always  as  a  major  part  ut 
the  judges  who  shall  hear  the  cause,  shall  ag;ree  in  the  aeterminatiun  :  and  if 
either  party  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  without  showing 
reasons  which  Congress  shall  judsce  sufficient,  or  being  present  shall  refuse  to 
strike,  the  Congress  shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  persions  out  of  each 
State,  tid  tka  secretary  of  Congress  shall  strike  in  behalf  of  such  party  absant 
or  reifasiiig  |  and  the  judgment  and  leAtence  of  the  court  to  bo  appointed  i» 
Iho  BMUMor  before jprtscribcd,  sball  be  final  and  conclnsif o ;  and  if  any  of 
the  parties  sball  renise  to  sobmit  to  the  aothoittjr  of  snch  court,  or  to  appear 
or4ofend  thmr  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  nerertholoss  proceed  to  pro- 
Bounce  sentence  or  judgment,  which  shall  in  tike  manner  be  final  and  deci« 
sive,  the  judgment  or  aentonce  and  other  proceedings  being  in  either  caso 
transmitted  to  Congress,  and  lodged  among  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  parties  concerned  :  provided,  that  every  comtni^sioner  before 
be  sits  in  judgment  shall  take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  f)f  the  state  where  the  cause  shall  be 
tried,  "well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  (jtiestiun,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  judc:ment,  without  favour,  aftection  or  hope  of  re- 
ward;'^ provided  also,  that  no  state  biiali  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States. 

All  oontnmraioi  oonoorOing  the  private  ri^^ht  of  sotl,  claimed  under  dif- 
fisrent  grants  of  two  or  more  states,  whose  junsdietions  as  they  muy.respeot 
onch  lands  and  tlio  states  which  nassed  such  grants  are  adjusted,  the  saiil 
grants  or  eltbor  of  thum  being  at  the  same  time  claimed  to  have  onsinated 
antecedent  to  such  settlement  ofjurisdiction,  shall,  on  the  petition  of  either 
pnrty  lotho  CongrMS  of  the  United  States, be  finally  determined,  as  near  aa 
may  be,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding,  dispute! 
respecting  territorial  jurisdiction  between  different  states. 

The  Unitefl  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  ah()  have  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive ri^ht  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck  by 
their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective  states  ;  fixing  the  standard 
of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  United  States  ;  regulating  the  trade 
and  managing  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  states  ; 
provided  that  the  legislative  right  of  any  state  within  its  own  limits  he  not 
infringed  or  violated ;  establishing;  or  regulating  post-offices  from  one  state 
,  ttr another  throughout  all  the  United  States,  and  exacting  such  postage  on 
the  papers  passing  through  the  same  as  may  be  requisite  to  defray  the  oz- 
pienses  of  the  said  office  ;  appointing  at!  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  tho 
service  of  the  United  States,  exce^ng  regimental  officers;  appointing  all 
the  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  ana  commissioning  alt  officers  whatever  In 
the  service  of  the  United  States  j  making  rules  for  the  government  and  re-» 
gulation  of  the  <^aid  land  and  naval  forces  and  directing  their  operations. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  be  denominated  *•  acomtnittee 
of  the  states/'  and  to  consist  of  {)ne  delegate  from  eat  h  state,  and  to  ap- 
point such  other  conmiittees  and  civil  oHicers  as  may  be  necessary  for  nia- 
nagins;  the  general  at^air-?  of  the  fJnited  states,  under  their  direction  ;  to  . 
appi>int  one  of  their  number  to  pieside,  provided  that  no  person  be  allowed 
to  serve  in  the  office  of  president  more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years ;  to  ascortainMhe  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  ser* 
vice  of  theUmted'mtes,  and  toappropHate  and  apply  the  same  for  defray* 
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ing  the  public  expen»eg  ;  to  borrow  monej  or  emit  biiis  on  tba  credit  of  thfi^ 

United  States,  transmitting  cverv  half  year  to  the  respective  states  an  MC* 
coant  of  the  sums  of  money  so  borrowed  or  emitted  ;  to  build  and  equip  a 
iiavy ;  to  agree  upou  the  number  of  laud  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions 
from  each  state  for  its  quota,  iu  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants 
in  such  state,  which  requisition  shall  be  biiulirij^,  and  thereupon  the  iegiala> 
ture  of  each  state  shall  a^ppoiut  the  regimental  officers,  raise  the  men,  and 
clothe,  arm,  and  equip  theiu  in  a  soldier-like  manner,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  olicert  and  men  so  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  shall 
narch  to  the  place  apjiointedy  and  wldiin  the  time  agreed  on  bj  toe  United 
States  in  Cenj;reM  assembled  :  Bat,  if  the  United  States  in  Congress  assjem* 
bled,  shall,  on  oensideration  of  circamstances,  judge  proper  that  anj  stain 
should  not  raise  men  or  should  raise  a  smaller  nember  than  itsqaotai  and 
that  any  other  state  should  raise  a  greater  aamber  ofmen  than  the  quota  there- 
of, such  extra  namber  shall  be  raised,  officered,  clothed,  armed,  and  equipped 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  quota  of  such  state,  unless  the  legislature  of  sach 
state  J^hall  jugde  that  such  extra  number  cannot  be  safely  spared  out  of  the 
same  :  in  whicli  case  they  shall  raise,  officer,  clothe,  arm  and  equip  as  many 
of  such  extra  number  as  they  judjje  can  be  satelv  spared.  And  the  officers 
anii  men  so  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  shall  march  to  the  place  appoiated 
and  wi^liin  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembed. 

The  Liiiied  6tuies  in  Congre6!»  assembled,  sliall  never  engage  in  a  war 
nor  ^rant  letters  of  marqne  and  reprisal  in  tioM  of  peace,  nor  enter  into  anj 
treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  monej,  oior  regulate  tiie  %sliie  thereof,  nor  as- 
certain the  same  and  eipenses  necessarjf  for  the  defence  and  welfare  of  the 
United  States  or  any  of  them ;  nor  enut  mils,  nor  borrow  su»ney  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upoD  the  namber  of 
vessels  of  war  to  be  built  or  purciiasedror  the  number  ofland  or  sea  forces 
to  be  raised,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  or  narjr,  valesa 
nine  states  assent  to  the  same  ;  nor  shall  a  question  on  any  other  point,  ex* 
cept  for  adjourninu;  from  day  to  day,  be  determined  unless  bjrthe  votes  of  a 
majority  or  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  any 
tinie  witliin  the  year  and  to  any  place  within  the  United  States,  so  that  no 
period  ot  Hdjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  space  of  six  months, 
and  shall  publish  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  monthly,  except  such  parts 
thereof  relating  to  treaties,  alliances  or  military  operations,  as  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delepitea  of  eacJi 
state  on  any  question  shisll  be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  ts  desired  b^ 
miy  delegate ;  and  the  delegates  of  a  state,  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their 
request,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  transcript  of  the  said  journal,  «xcept  such 
parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states. 
,  Article  10.  The  committee  of  the  states,  or  any  nine  of  them,  shall  be 
authorized  to  execute,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  such  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gross  as  the  United  States  in  Conijrcss  assembled,  by  the  c(»nsent  of  nine 
states,  shall,  froin  tiiue  to  time,  think  expedient  to  vest  them  with ;  pro- 
vided that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  said  committee,  for  the  exercise  of 
w  hich,  liy  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  voice  of  nine  States  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  assembled  is  requisite. 

Article  11.  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and  joining  in  the 
measures  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  into  and  entitled  to  ail  tlie 
advantages  of  this  nnion:  but  no  other  colony  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
same  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nioe  states* 

Article  12;  AU  bills  of  crodit  emitted*  monies  borrowed,  and  debts  con« 
tracted  by  or  under  the  authority  of  Congress^  before  the  assembling  of  the 
Unifed  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  present  confederatflb«  shall  be  deemed . 
and  considered  as  a  charge  a|siiiit  too  United  States^  for  pay nmt  tod  aatis^  * 
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ikctiaii  whereof  the  mdi  Uoittd  SUrtet  Md  th«  public  fiuth  m  lierelif 

solemnly  ple<l2;('d. 

Articie  13.  Every  state  shrill  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the  Unitsdl 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questioDS  which  bv  this  confedera- 
tion is  submitted  to  them.  And  the  articles  of  this  confederation  .sh;ili  be 
inviolably  observed  by  every  state,  and  the  union  shall  be  perpetual  ;  nor 
shall  any  alteration  at  any  lime  hereafter  be  made  in  any  ot  them ;  unless 
such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress  oi  the  United  SUtes,  and  be  af- 
terwards con&niied  by  the  legislatures  uf  every  state." 

And  whereas  it  hath  plemd  the  Great  CNnveroor  of  Uie  worlil  to  incline 
the  hearts  of  the  lesislatvrost  we  mpectivelj  represent  ia  Congress,  to  ap* 
prove  of>  ead  to  ait&orae  ns  to  nXifj  the  ewd  articles  of  oonfederatioii  and 


ifatifj  and  coniroi,  each  ar)d  every  of  the  said  articles  of  confederatioa  and 

perpetual  union,  and  all  and  siii^i^ular  the  matters  and  things  therein  con^ 
tained:  and  we  do  further  solemnly  plight,  and  engage  the  faith  of  our 
respective  constituents,  that  they  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions,  which  by  the* said 
Confederation  arcisubniitted  to  them.  And  that  the  articles  thereof,  shall 
be  inviolably  observed  by  the  states  we  respectively  represent,  and  that  the 
union  shall  be  perpetual.  Id  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereuutu  nQi  our 
hands  in  Congrew. 

Done  at  Philadelphia^  in  the  iiate  sf  Pennsylvania  the  9tti  day  of  July>  in  the  year  of  our 
liordyilTayaniiintheSdjrtararihelndepfiMlM  • 

Jahn  Wentworth,  jun. 
August  8U|»  mS, 

Francis  Dana, 

JameH  I.ovell, 


John  Hancock, 

Samuel  Adams, 
£lbridge  Gcrry^ 


>OBithcpwt  and  behtlf  offte 
5    state  of  Nev^Ian^Mhire. 

On  tile  part  and  behalf  of  the 
itate  of  lla8neluuetts.Bay . 


WnViam  Elleiy, 
fleiuy  ItoihsBt*. 

Roger  Sherman, 

Samuel  HnntingtOO^ 
Oliver  Walcott, 

James  Duane, 
Francis  Lewi% 


JohnCoiifn^ 


Titus  Hosmcr, 
Andrew  Adami^ 

William  Duer, 
.GoorenMor  llsiii% 


William  Clingai^ 

Joseph  Reed, 


Robert  Morris, 

Daniel  Roberdeati, 
J  no.  Bayard  Smith, 

Th.  M*lvean,Fcb.  12, 1779,  Nickolas  \  au  Dyke, 
J.  Diokinflon,  May  5, 1779, 


July,  1778, 


John  Hamonf 
March  Itt,  1781, 

Richard  Henry  Lec^ 

John  Banister, 
Thomas  Adams, 

John  Penn, 

MySlit»177% 
Henry  Laurens, 
Williao^  Henry  OmylOl^ 
Jonathan  Matthew% 

John  Walton, 

24th  July,  irrs, . 


Daniel  CarroD,' 

John  Harvic, 

Francis  li^htfoot  Lee, 

Coniefius  Harnett, 
lomsfhan  WiiTiWTi%, 

ttshaid  BuftNa,  « 
ThoniaB  Heywioi^  jun. 

Kflward  Telfair, 


iOn  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  ofBbodeJsbnd  and  Pro 
vidence  Plantations. 

On  the  part  and  behalf  (rf*  tbm 
state  of  Connecticut. 

^  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
{  ateteofNew-York. 
On  die  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  JXonUh 
her  2^  177a. 

On  the  pait  agfll  bdhilf  of  the 
atate  of  Fenrngrhnnia. 

)  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
5        state  of  Delaware. 

'>  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
f        state  of  Muyhnd. 

^Ondie  part  and  behalf  of  the 
rtate  <^  Vttginia. 

^  On  tiie  part  and  behalf  <^  ^le 


i 


On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  South-Carohna. 

^On  the  part  nnd  behalf  of  ^ 
J         State  of  Georgia, 
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THM  united:  STATES  IN  GONGBESS  ASSKIOUAD,  Mmtk  %  1781. 
The  ratification,  of  the  articles  of  coofeiteratloa  being  yesterday  con- 
pi  eted  by  the  acceMion  of  the  state  of  Maryland  : 
The  United  States  met  in  Congress,  when  the  followhig members  appeared; 

His  excellency  Samael  Huntingtont  del^^  for  Connecticut^  president. 


CoQtieeticu^ 
Kew-Tork, 

Pennsylvaiua, 


Mstybndt 

Vuginia, 


llr.  Jolin  Ut 
Carroll, 
Mr.  Joseph  Jonea, 


Theodorick  Bland, 
Meriwether  Smith, 
North-Carolina,    Mr.  1  homas  iiurke, 

WiDfann  8fa«rpc» 
.    .  SamaelJohnaen^ 
Hr.  John  Mattliei«% 
Thomas  Bee, 
Isii^c  Mutt^ 
Georgia,  Mr.  George  Wanon, 

William  Few, 


N.-Hampshire,     Mt.  John  SuIUvan, 
Mttmrhuiettiy     Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 

James  Lovdl, 
Aitemsi  War^ 
B.-])Bla]id&Pt).PL  Mr.  James  M.  Vaiiun% 

Mr.  Jesse  Root, 

Oliver  Wolcott, 
Mr.  James  Daane^ 

William  Floyd, 
Mr.  John  W  ithei-spooiv 

Abnihum  Clark, 
Mr.  Samuel  J.  Atlee, 
Heniy  Wynkoop, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Mr.  Thomas  Rodney, 
Thomas  M'ii^, 

CHART.ES  THOMSON,  aemtary. 
Orderedg  That  M.r.  Varnum  have  leave  of  absence. 

SATURDAY.  MarA  3,  im. 

Mr.  Clymer,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attended,  anil 
took  hih  beat. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  Febmary,  from 
Urn  beard  of  war,  resjpecting  the  remetal  of  ibe  ooaYentioii  prisoners,  wa« 
taken  into  consideratioB ;  and  thereopon, 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  oenvention  prisoners,  as  well  In  tbe  stile  ef  Maf)rland 
as  Virginia,  be  renmed;  the  British  to  Yorktnwn,  and  the  Germans  to 
Ijancaster^  in  the  ^tate  of  Pennsylvania ;  or  such  other  place  or  places 
within  the  said  state  as  the  executive  thereof  shall  direct :  and  that  it  be, 
and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  to 
superintend  the  removal,  safe  keeping  and  supply  of  the  Germans  to  No- 
laiui^s  Ferry,  on  Potomac  river;  from  whicli  place  it  is  recommended  tn 
the  exe(  utive  ot  the  state  of  Maryland  to  superintend  their  removal,  sale 
keepinii;  ;irid  supply  to  the  borders  of  that  state,  and  to  continue  their  guard 
to  LuiH  aster,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies; 
that  it  be,  ami  it  is  tti:»o  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  provide 
a  gMard,  and  furnish  the  t^upplies  lor  the  convention  prisoners  to  be  removed 
from  FiedeiTcktowii  to  Yorktowa,  the  guard  to  continne  on-  to  Yorktowa, 
but  tbesappiies.  after  entering  Penns^lvaaia,  to  be  furaiahed  hj  tbat  wMti 
tiuit  theeiecutive  of  tbe  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be,  andberebj  is  requested 
to  order  the  supplies  agreeably  to  the  above  resolations,  and  make  tbe  ae- 

towns  or  places 
daces  respectiYely, 
irity  and  supply. 

The  re})ort  ol  the  conunittee  on  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  Febmarj  hen 
i)r.  VV.  Burnet,  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  James  Craik,  chief  hospital  physician  and  surgeon,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed  cliiet  pliysician  and  surgeon  ot  the  army,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  J.  Cochran,  elected  director  of  the  hospital;  and  that  Monday 
next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  chief  hospital  phy  aician  and  i^urgoon,  in  tbe 
room  oi  Dr.  C raik,  rensoved  to  the  amy.  ^ 

MONDAY,  JMoftsb  5, 1781. 
A  lepoct  of  the  board  pf  war,  on  a  letter  from  N.  Barber,  coavdsMrj  of 
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mititarj  stores  at  Bo«toD»  ww  read«  leproieatiog  bU  deiire,  to  naign ; 

"Whereupon,  - 

Resolved/T\\3,t  tlie  resii;natlon  of  Nathaniel  Barber,  commissary  of  miU* 
tarj  stores  at  Boston,  in  the  stale  of  Massachusetts,  be  accepted  : 

That  Nathaniel  Barber  be  entitled  to  receive  a  similar  allowance  for  past 
services,  with  other  oihcers  of  the  like  station  in  tlie  department  of  military' 
Atores :  .    •  •  * 

That  it  be,  and  herebj  is  reeommended  to  the  eieeotWe  of  the  stale  of 
Haaeeehesetts,  to  adTance  to  Nathaniel  Barber  on  account*  SOS  dollan;  In 
bills  of  the  ntw  emission,  being  three  nHmths'  paj,  and  charge  the  same  to 
llie  United  States  of  America. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Confess  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
n  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  hospitals,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Craik/ 
removea  to  the  army  }  and,  the  ballots  betns  taken.  Dr.  William  Bnmet  was 
elected*  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

TUESDAY,  .V«rc^  6,  1781. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  9th  of  February  la?t,  the  board  of  treasu- 
r;j^  laid  before  Congress  a  state  of  the  arrearages  of  the  public  taxes  pre- 
vious tu  tlie  resolution  of  the  18th  IMaich,  1780,  and  the  quotas  of  the  respec- 
tive states  in  couj>et|ueuce  of  tiiat  lesoluiion  together  with  a  report  res- 
pecting the  same : 

Or&nd,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motioa  of  Mr*  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr«  Root, 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  the  commissioners  of  the  lean-offices  in  the  seveml  states- 
vvho  have  neglected  to  make  proper  returns  to  the  board  of  treasury*  sg^- 
nbly  to  orders  given  them  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  Delaware, 

JHpsoli'pdf  That  Samuel  Patterson,  and  John  Thompson,  esqrs.  be  ap- 
pointed commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America,  eillier 
of  them  to  endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Delaware, 
pursuant  to  the  aetof  Congress  of  (he  I8lh  of  March,  1780. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Root,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Matthews, 

Orderedt  That  Tuesday,  Tliursday,  and  Saturday  in  every  week  be  as- 
signed for  the  sulject  of  finance,  until  the  United  States  in  Congress  aisem* ' 
bled,  shall  have  come  to  a  final  decinon  on  that  subject ;  and  that  on  those 
days  the  business  be  entered  on  immediately  after  reading  the  j  oumaL 

WEDNESD  AYt  JMorcfc  Z,  ir&l. 

'Whereas  the  board  of  war  have  represented,  **  that  It  hath  been  too  much 
a  practice  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  to  send  their  officers  to 
this  place  on  commands  that  are  out  of  the  line  of  their  duty,  which  is  not 
on\y  expensive  to  the  public  and  the  officers,  but  appears  to  the  board  alto* 

gather  unnecessary 

Resolved,  That  the  board  be  informed  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  highly  disapprove  such  practice  ;  and  that  the  board  take  mea- 
sures not  only  to  discourage  it  in  future^  but  that  all  such  oibcers  join  thei|: 
respective  corps  immediately. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  tiie  board  of  war,  was  read,  cnclosingja  letter  of 
dOth  May,  1780,  from  Hsssra.  Peoet,  &  Co.  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
contiact  entered  into  with  them  for  the  manafiMturing  of  arms»  is  entirely  at 
an  end, from  a  fiuloreon  thetr  part. 

FRIDAY,  Mardi  9,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Varnum*  and 
VoulU.  75 
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llr.  Bf«,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  major-t^eneral  GreenCs 
tnd  brittadief-generai  iMor*»Rn,  the  following  resolutions  vvti  e  passed  : 
•  The  United  btatesin  Congress  a85iembled,  considering  it  as  a  tnbutedue  to 
distinguished  merit  to^glve  a  public  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  biigadier-gep« 
HorgMi,  end  of  the  officers  and  meit  under  Wi  curomand,  on  the  17th  dajr  of 
hamirj  laata  wImsa  wkh  80  cavalrj*  and  297  iDfaittrj^  Qt  the  troopa  af  ihm 
Unitecf  Stataa»  and  553  militia  from  the  atataa  of  Virgiiiia*  North*CaroliM» 
IfttrinCwNlili^  9td  Georgia,  he  ohtaiMd  a  complete  andimportfenl  victorT 
^or*  aaleot  and  well  appointed  detachment  of  mora  thao  UOO  Britiib 
tmM»  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  TarletMi ;  do  thorofore  resolve, 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  given  to 
hr5;^adier-^eneral  Morj^an,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for 
their  fortitude  and  good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  actioji  ai  the  CowpBB^ 
in  the  state  ot  South-CaroHna,  on  the  ITib  of  January  last: 

That  a  medal  of  gold  be  presented  to  brigadier-general  Morgan,  and  amo** 
dal  of  silver  to  lieutenant-colonel  Washington,  of  the  cavalry,  and  one  of  silver 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Howard,  ot  the  inraiitry  of  the  United  States;  sever- 
ally with  emblems  and  mottos  descriptive  oi  the  <:oQduct  of  those  officora 
mtpectivel/  on  that  moMrablo  daj : 

■  TlNtt  a  Ofvurd  ba  iMroaootad  to«ol.  Piokona*  of  the  milltiai  iu  iMnfinj  of 
hi§  tmritod  wt4«ct  in  the  action  befbro  mentioned : 

Tut  nujorEdward  Giles,  aid-de-camp  of  brigadier-eeneral  MorgoOyhavi 
the  brev^  ooMuoaion  of  roigor;  and  tiiat  baron  do  Glasbeech,  who  served 
with  hriipMtier-ganoral  Morgan  as  a  volunteor^  hAvo  the  bretet  commission 
of  captain  in  tbeomjr  of  the  Umtad  Statot }  in  conudoratioii  of  their  merit 
Ond  sei^ices. 

Orderedt  That  the  commandiii^  oilicer  in  the  southern  department*  C08I* 
miiAtcato  thaae  reaoiutuios  in  geuertU  orders. 

SATURDAY,  March  10,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matihews, 

Meaoived,  That  for  the  more  convenient  support  of  the  household  of  the 
president  of  Congress,  the  steward  lay  before  the  board  of  treasury,  or  so- 
perialendent  of  finanoe,  an  estimate  of  the  expensea  of  tho  aaid  houaobold* 
enoo  of  ery  qaartor*  which  boing  approved  bj  the  troaaunr  or  anperintondeiit 
of  iooMOv  o  warrant  aball  iaaoe,  bjr  authon^  of  the  aaid  board*  or  auperiii- 
tio4ent,on  the  treasurer  of  the  United  Statea*  or  anyone  of  the  commission- 
ora  of  tbo  oontinental  loan-offices,  for  the  amoont»  poTablo  to  the  s^twnrd  of 
the  president's  household,  for  which  advances  the  said  steward  shall  account 
quarterly ;  and  the  audi  tor- general  shall  half-yearly  lay  beibre  Congress 
an  aoooiuit  of  ibo  oxponditures  of  the  a^ud  hooaehoid. 

MONDAY,  March  12.  17B1. 

A  leltter,  of  the  8th,  ti  om  John  Nicholson,  a  clerk  in  the  chamber  of  ac- 
counts, was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  office,  as  he  is  appointed  one^ 
of  the  auditors  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  the  Feuusyivaoiaiine : ' 

Qfdev$df  That  his  resiguaUoii  be  accepted* 

THURSDAY,  Mur^  15, 178). 

A  latter,  of  tiio  ath,  fro»  the  govomor  of  Gowectici^  waa  road,  ovclostiy 
ai  act  piaod  by  the  l^slatnra-of  that  atate,  voatbg  in  Congress*  for  a  li« 
ndtsd  tilM»  a  power  to  levy  and  aoUoct  dutioa  and  imposts  within  thatataCa^ 

for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7tb  Fobntarjr : 

Ordered,  That  the  aamo  be  referred  to  a  committeoof  throo :  the  mendmy 
Mr.  Wobsottt  Mr.  X)naiit*  and  Mr.  Adama. 
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FRIDAY,  JUardt  16,  1781. 

A  report  frum  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
,  Ordered,  That  the  resifcnation  of  Keutentiit  Oeoige  Jaeob^  of  tlie  M  M 
yyland  regiraent,  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  26th  Febraarjf«  ftM 

the  governor  nf  Connecticut,  delivcrrd  in  a  report  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  governor  TruinbiiM  be  informed,  that  althou^i^h  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  would  be  happy,  on  all  occasions,  to  comply 
with  requests  of  the  executive  oFthe  state  of  Connecticut,  thej  cannot  agree 
to  the  invalids  of  that  state  being  stationed  therein,  consistent  with  the  gi- 
xierat  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  the  house  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and« 
aHeer  aometime,  the  presideirf  reaamciilbechairt  and  Mr.  Mat^iewa  report* 
ed»  that  the  eommltt^e  hate  considered  farther  the  reporfa  bn  iiMMM  and 
ofher  matteHB  referred  to  them*  and  have  come  to  tandry  resolotiMia  ^oreoiii 
which  he  wae  ordered  |p  report. 

The  report  of  the  commtttee  of  the  whole  Was  read,  and  aaiiio  Mug 
debated,  it  was  thereupon, 

Jiesolvedt  That  all  aebts  now  due  from  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  liquiflnted  in  specie  value,  and  all  debts  which  have  been  or  shall  bo 
matle  pa^'able  in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent,  shall  be  actually  paid, 
either  in  specie  or  other  money  equal  thereto,  according  to  the oorrent  ex- 
change betM  een  such  money  4nd  specie. 

That  it  be  and  hereby  18  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  amend  their 
laws  making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  Congress  a  le- 
gal tender,  ao  that  6uch  bills  shall  not  be  a  tender  in  any  other  manner  thaa 
at  their  current  value  compared  with  gold  and  idlvef. 

On  pawing  this  resolation,  the  yeas  and  naja  being  requh^  hf  Mr*  €larl:« 


^."Hampskift,  Ur.  SulBvan, 
MiEMUumuetU,  Mr.  Adams, 

I.ovell, 
Ward, 

CptmecticiU,    Mr.  Huntington, 

Wolcott, 
J^ew  rm*p      Me.  Duane, 

Floyd, 

JVcwJtngff,    Mr.t  Clark, 

Burnetii 

I^enn^flvaniap  Mr.  Cl>iner, 

Wynkoop, 
T. 'Smith, 


ay  V  ay 
ay^ 


If-CaroHim, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M<Keaii, 
Mr.  Hanson^ 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Bland, 
M. 

Mr.  Burke, 

8harpe, 

Mr*  Matthews. 

Bee, 
Mottc, 
Mr.  Few, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aftirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  states  be  immediately  called  upon  to  furnish  for  tlie 
public  expenses  and  for  carrying  on  the  war,  their  proportion  of  1,500,000 
dollars  quarterly,  the  first  quarterly  payment  to  bo  DMoe  on  the  first  day  Of 
June  next. 

That  in  discharge  of  this  requisition,  as  well  ,  as  liioae  made  bj  Congress 
on  the  26th  August,  the  4th  November, and  the  I5thday  of  January  lant,  the 
bllta  of  credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18tn  March, 
178Q»  by  what  state  soever  emitted,  shall  be  reeeivod  at  the  treasury  of  tho 
United  States,  as  equal  to  and  in  lieu  of  the  like  sum  of  specie  ;  and  that  in- 
terest be  computed  thereon  in  favor  of  the  states  from  whom  such  bills  shall 
be  received,  to  the  time  assigned  for  discharging  the  several  requisitions  re- 
spective Ij  : 

That  the  respective  states  make  exact  returns  to  the  board  of  war  by  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  of  all  articles  by  them  supplied,  sgreeabij  to  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  25th  February,  1780 : 
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That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  will  then  call  upon  the  de- 
ficient states  for  the  full  amount  of  their  deficiencies,  in  value,  to  be  paid  iato 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the  Ist  day  of  September,  1781. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee,  cousisting  of  a  member  from  each  state,  be 
.appointed  to  ap|Nirtion  the  k\uoU  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  1,500,000 
dollars,  to  be  paid  qoarterlj  by  the  states :  the  nwmlmn,  Mr.  SaUiTao.  Mr. 
LoTell».  Mir.  VanmiD,  Mr.  Rioot,  Mr.  Fto7d,  Mr.  Bamett,  Mr.  Cljmer,  Mr. 

M*KeaD«  Mr.  Haiisoo«  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Boike,  Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  law. 

1 

MONDAY,  March  19.. 1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  A.  Wa7ne,  was  read ;  Whereupon* 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  totheaupreme  executive 
.council  of  the  st:ite  of  Pennsylvania,  to  forward  the  march  of  their  line  in 
detachments,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  join  the  southern  army. 

The  report  of  the  medical  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John  Bart- 
lett,  late  physician  and  surgeon -general  of  the  army  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  it  appearing, 

That  Dr.  J.  Bartlett,  at  his  own  request,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  department,  and  the  deputy  director  and  other  offi* 
cera  thmonto  Monging,  left  the  amica  to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  a 
.numner  which  cloarl7  imlicated  hia  intention  of  relinqoiahing  hia  office ;  and 
having  received  pay  for  all  the  time  he  apent  with  the. army,  and  aix  months 
whilelie  was  at  nome,  he  cannot  be  entitled  to  aaj  farther  pa7  or  allowance. 

On  the  report  of  the  board  of  war, 

Hesolvedf  That  captain  Bentalou  be  considered  as  retiring  from  service 
voder  the  resolationa  of  the  3d  and  21at  October,  17B0,  and  entitled  to  the 
emoluments  arising  therefrom. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Dougall,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  to  whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  a 
memorial  of  John  Patton  and  others^  iron  masters,  was  taken  up;  and  it 
being  therein  recommended, 

That  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  trea- 
sury, on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  the  court  of 
Yeraaillet,  at  six  months  sight,  for  55,S33i  dollars,  at  4s.  6d,  the  dollar,  to 
be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  enable  them  to  fiiltl  tiieir  contract  for  shot 
ana  ahella. 

On  the  qnaation  to  agree  to  this,  tiie  jeaa  and  naja  bdn{  reqaired  hj 
Mr.  Barker 

If^Bampskire,  Mr.  SuUivai^  v}f  Mtarifiand,  Mr.HuMon,  ay 
Mamtumttetttg  Mr.  Adams,  ay'l  Carroll,  ay 

Lovell,  *y>ay     Firginiaf        Mr.  Jc^nes,  a\ 

Ward,  ay  J  Bland,  no 

Cmmeedcutf    Mr.  Huntmgton,    no^  M.  Smith,  ay 

Root,  noSno    JSMmtSna,    Mr.  Burke,  no 

Wolcott,        ay  3  Sharpe,  ay 

New-York^      Mr.  Duane,  *y  i  av     _  _  _    J9hDson,  ay 

Floyd, 

PewuyAwiMb  Mr.  M6ntgomei7, 

Clymer, 

.T.' Smith, 


Mr.  HuMon, 

Carroll, 

Mr.  J(jnes, 

Bluud, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Johoaon, 

S.-CarvHna, 

Ifr.  Matthews, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Georgia, 

Howly, 

ay 


•*7 


TUESDAY,  J^rdb  SO,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Doane,  Mr.  Boot,  BIr.  Madi* 
wnfOf  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  these  atateSt  to  aet  apart  a 
day  of  humiliation  ana  prayer: 

The  United  States  in  Congresa  assembled,  agreed  to  the  following  pro- 
clamation: 

At  all  times  it  ia  oar  duty  to  acknowledge  the  OTor-niting  Providence  of 
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the  Great  Governor  of  the  universe,  and  devoutly  to  implore  his  divine  fa- 
vour and  protection.  But  in  the  hour  of  calaimij  and  impending  danger, 
when  by  fire  and  the  sword,  by  the  savages  of  the  wilderness,  and  by  our 
own  domestics,  a  vindictive  enemy  pursues  a  war  of  rapine  and  devastation, 
with  unrelenting  furjr,  we  are  peculiarly  excited,  with  true  penitence  of 
heart,  to  proBtrate  ounelvet  before  our  great  Creator,  aod  fervently  to  sup* 
pKcato  his  gracious  interposition  for  oardeliverence. 

The  United  States  in  (Congress  assembled,  therefore  do  earnestly  recom* 
mend,  that  Thursday  the  tiiird  of  May  next,  may  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer,  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts,  confess  and 
bewail  our  manifold  sins  and  tnuisgreBsions,  and  by  sincere  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life,  appease  his  righteous  displeasure,  and  thron<^h  the  merits 
of  our  blessed  Saviour,  obtain  pardon  and  forgiveness:  that  it  please  him  to 
inspire  our  rulers  swih  incoi  i  u[)tible  integrity,  and  to  direct  and  prosper 
their  councils :  to  inspire  all  our  citizens  with  a  fervent  and  disinterested 
love  of  their  country,  and  to  preserve  and  stren^^then  their  union  :  to  tura 
the  hearts  of  the  disaffected,  or  to  frustrate  their  devices:  to  regard  with 
divine  conipassiou  our  friends  in  captivity,  atiliction  and  distress,  to  coiitlurt 
and  relieve  them  under  their  sufferings,  and  to  change  their  mourning  into 
gratefiil  songs  of  triumph :  that  it  may  please  him*  to  bless  our  ally,  and  to 
render  the  connexion  formed  between  these  United  States  and  his  kingdom! 
a  mutual  and  lasting  benefit  to  both  nations  :  to  animate  our  officers  and 
forces  by  sea  and  land  witli  invincible  fortitude,  and  to  guard  and  protect 
them  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  to  crown  our  joint  endeavours  tor  terminating 
the  calamities  of  war  with  victory  and  success :  that  the  blessings  of  liberty 
and  peace  may  be  established  on  an  honourable  and  permanent  basis,  and 
transmitted  inviolate  to  the  latest  posterity:  thai  it  may  please  him  to  pros- 
per our  husbandry  and  commerce,  and  bless  us  with  health  and  plenty  :  that 
It  may  please  him  to  bless  all  schools  and  seniinarics  of  it  arninn;,  and  to 
grant  that  truth,  justice  and  benevolence,  and  pure  and  undeiiied^  religion, 
may  universally  prevail. 

And  it  is  reconnnended  to  all  tlie  people  of  tliese  states,  to  assemble  for 
public  worship,  and  abstain  from  labour  on  the  said  day. 

There  being  no  entry  made  on  the  jonrnal  after  the  yeas  and  nays  taken 
vesterday,  to  shew  in  what  manner  the  question  was  decided;  it  being  al* 
leg^d  that  the  report  upon  which  the  question  was  takftn,  involved  a  point 
for  the  determination  of  which  the  assent  of  nine  states  was  necessary;  it 
was  moved  that  immediately  after  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  yesterday,  be 
entered  the  following  words,  "  so  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  afiirmatave." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mmaekutetitp  Mr.  Adams,  nol 

Lovell,  no  %  no 

Ward,  no  S 

Jihade-MUandp  Ut,  Vamuin,        ay  y* 
CmecHait,    Ifr.  f  Iimtingtoo,  ay 

Jtoot,  ay  ^  iiy 

Wolcott,         no  J 
•Ve».r«rlb,      Mr.  Dnane,         ay  ^ 

Floyd,  »yS^ 
Pemujftoania,  Mr.  Montgomery,  no  T 

Clymer,         nov  no 

T.  Smith,  no) 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  let£er,of  the  13th,  from  R.  Morris,  was  taken  into  consideration,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Barke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

That  Compess  do  not  require  Mr.  Morris  to  dissolve  any  commercial  con* 
aezion  which  he  shall  have  formed  previous  to  his  taking  upon  him  the  office 
superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  ot  America : 


Marjfland, 

P'trginict, 
NMtrolina, 
a.-CcmiUua, 
Gtorpa, 


Mr.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  BlaiKl, 
M*  Sinitfa, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Shurpc, 

Mr.  Muttiicwi^ 
Motte, 
WatUm, 
Few, 
llowiy. 
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Oa  the  queslioo  to  a<j;iee  to  this,  tiie  yeaA  and  najs  beiug  re<^uired  ujf 


.no 


no 


ay 


»7 


no 


N.-CaroUnOf 


Geor^a, 


Ifr.  Jones, 

Blaiid, 
M.  Smith, 

ilr.  Burke, 
Sharpen 
Johnson, 

Mr.  Matthew^ 
Bee, 

Few, 


i!K-JSb]m»iUr«^  Mr.  fiuffivan, 
JfaffldSmeff^  Ifr.  Adams, 

«  LoveU 
Ward, 

Connecticuit     Mr.  iiuiiUngtoQ, 

Root, 
Wolcott^ 
iV^l^r^       Mr.  Duane, 

Floyd, 

nmtjfimia,  Mr.  HontgoHaety, 

Clymer, 

T.  Smitli, 
MatjfUmdp       Mr.  Hanson, 

Carrol], 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  vaxa  theu  made  bj  Mr.  Duane,  secoDded  bj  Mr.  Matthews,  as 
follows : 

The  fellowiDg  paragraph  from  the  letter  from  fL  Morrtt«  latelj  eleetcd 
•uperintendent  of  finance*  was  eonndered,  viz. 

*'  I  am  to  inform  Congress  that  the  preparatory  stef^s  I  had  taken  towards 
procuring  myself  relaxation  from  business,  with  least  injur  j  to  the  interests 
of  my  family,  were  hj  engaging  in  certain  oommercial  establishineDta  widi 
persons  in  whom  I  had  perfect  confidence,  as  to  their  integritj,  honor  and 
abilities.  These  establishments  I  am  bound  in  honour  and  by  contracts  to 
support,  to  the  extent  aj^reed  on :  if  therefore  it  be  in  the  idea  of  Congress, 
that  the  office  of  supci  intendent  of  finance  is  incompatible  with  conmierciai 
concerns  and  connexions,  the  point  is  settled  ;  for  I  cannot,  on  an^-  consi- 
deration,  consent  to  violate  eiigageuients  or  depart  from  those  principles  of 
honor  which  it  is  Try  pride  to  btj  governed  by.  If,  on  the  contrary,  Congress 
have  elected  uke  tu  titii«  office,  under  the  expectation  that  my  mercantile  con- 
nexions and  engagements  were  to  continue,  an  express  declaration  of  iheir 
oentiments  should  appear  on  their  minntes«  that  no  doubt  maj  arise  or  re* 
flexions  be  cast  on  this  score  hereafter. 

Resolved^  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemUed  do  not  require 
Mr.  Morris  to  dissolve  the  commercial  connexion^  referred  to  in  the  aaii 
paragraph. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  ye^  tnd  nays  being  required  Mr 

Adams, 


S.-CaroUna, 


jy.-IIamptfhiret  Mr.  Siillivan, 
MasutcnuteUt,  Mr-  Adams, 

Ward, 

CmueHattf    Ifr.  Huntinj^ 

.  Knot, 

Wolcott, 
J^fiew'Torky       Mr  Duane, 

Floyd, 

Pemuffhmnkk  Mr.  Mont^omeiy, 

Clynier, 
T.  Smitii, 
Maryland,      Mr.  Hanaoii» 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

WEDNESDAY,  March  £1,  1781. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Jersej,  snd  Mr.  Vandyke, 
a  delegate  tor  the  state  oi  Delaware,  attended,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  being 
resumed;  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke» 


Mr.  Jones, 
Madi^l^ 
Bland, 
M.8iDiili, 

Mr.  Burke^ 
Sharpe, 
JohnsoQ, 

Ifr.  Matdiew% 
Bee, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Uowly, 


ay* 

no  /  • 
aj  ) 

ay)  ' 

ay  ^ 
ay  ^ay 
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That  the  snperiiiteiMlent  of*  finance  be,  and  he  b  hereby  empowered  ti 
tpolntand  remove  at  his  pleasure,  his  ^assistants  in  his  peculiar  ofBce  ec 
bamber  of  business  in  immediate  conneinoti  with  him  ;  it  being  first  de« 
»rmined  bjthe  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  such  assistant! 
)  to  be  appointed,  are  nece<^«ary,  and  what  the  salary  of  each  shall  be. 
On  the  questien  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr* 
k.dam§, 

Maryland^ 


Virginia, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Hanson, 
€airol], 
MMIadira, 

Bland, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Shaqie, 
Johnson, 

Mr.  Matthews 

>!otte, 
>lr.  Few, 
'  Howly, 


'.•Hampshirt,  Mr.  SullH-tui, 
^ataaeauaettSp  Mr.  Aciam^ 
Waid, 

wumftW,    Mr.  Huntington^ 

Root, 
Woicott, 
hihYctk,       Mr.  Duane, 
Floyd, 

kosArngf^    Mr.  Clark, 

Houstun, 
emuykama,  Mi".  Montgomery, 
Glymer, 

dmpmt^       Mr.  M*Kean, 
Vandyk^ 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Morris's  letter  be  referred  to  a  com* 
iittee  of  three  :  the  members,  Mr*  Houston,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Wokott. 

THURSDAY,  Mmh  98»  17SU 

On  ft  report  of  the  medical  committee,  it  was  resolved  as  follovra : 
Whereas  the  late  regulations  for  condnctiRg  the  medical  department  and 
dtttary  hospitals  passed  the  SOth  day  of  September  last,  and  amended  by 
everaf  subsequent  acts  of  Congress,  extend  no  further  southward  tban  to 
Delude  the  state  of  Virginia  ;  and  whereas  the  present  operations  of  the 
rar  to  the  southward,  make  it  necessary  that  the  hospitai-dupSi'tment^  in 
hat  district,  be  rendered  as  uniform  to  that  in  the  northern  Rrn)y  as  circum- 
tances  will  permit,  that  no  inconveniencies  may  arise  to  the  army  in  gen- 
ral  from  different  aod  opposite  systems,  as  its  operations  may  eventual!/ 
e  interchangeable  from  one  district  to  anotlier  in  a  short  space  of  time; 
herefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  one  deputy  director  of  the  military  hospitals, 
^ho  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  director,  have  the  general  controi  and 
lanagement  of  all  the  military  hospitals  that  are  or  mar  be  established  un- 
er  the  ofdert  of  tbe  eommanmr  or  the  southern  armj  for  the  time  bdng. 

When  the  foregoing  resolntioii,was,under  debtte,  a  motion  wae  made  bj 
ir.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee,  after  the  wovds  *'  the  director,  *.  ti» 
Mert  '*  for  the  simthem  nrmy aad  on  the  question,  shall  tliSM  wefds  be 
Bserted  i  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Bee, 

f-thmpihiwe,  Mr.  SuUivan 
titwicAtiirtfa,  Mr-Adanta, 

Ward, 


^necHcut, 

ttuhiork. 


Mr.  Vamuro, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

'  oot, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Floyd, 
Bfr.  Clark, 

Ilauston, 
Mr.  Mongomery, 
Clymer, 


no  } 

no 

noV 

no ; 

no  5 

no 

no 
no 

no 
no 
m 


uo 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
^iulved,  Thiat  for  (he  army 


Maryland, 
Vh^^nia, 


Georsria, 


Mr.  M<Eean, 

Vandyke, 
Mr.  Canol^  . 
Mr.  Jone% 

Bland 
Smitli, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

JohMoe, 

M^.  Matthew^ 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Howly, 


no?  «^ 
noi  «^ 

BOl 

nov 
no) 
no  J 
no> 
no) 

ayUy 
ayj 

iio>  « 


,  there  diall  be  one  ehief  physician 


f  the  hospitaU  who  shall  also  be  a  aorgeon  i  one  chief  physician  to  the  said 

t 
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wmjf  wha  »h«n  alto  be  a  surgeon ;  two  hospital  physiciansy  who  shall  also  be 
aurgeons;  and  four  surgeon's  mates  for  the  hospitals  ;  one  deputy  purveyor 

with  an  assintanf,  one  depwty  apothecary  wltfi  an  assistant;  and  to  each  hos- 
pital, a  stewai  d,  iiiation,  orderly  men  and  nurses  as  is  directed  in  the  ar- 
rangement oi  the  hospital,  passed  the  30th  day  of  September  atoresaid. 

That  the  deputy  director,  deputy  purveyor  and  deputy  apothecary,  have 
and  exerci^^e  the  same  powers  which  are  exercised  by  the  director,  purvevor 
and  apothecary  respectively,  agreeably  to  tiie  arrangement  above-men tiuncd : 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  director  be  140  dollars  per  month,  that  of  the 
deputy  purveyor  and  deputy  apothecary,  each  180  dollars  per  month ;  and 
thej  shall  ^verally  be  entitled  to  the  same  enaoiumeDts,  and  subject  to  <he 
same  regulations  and  restrictioDS  as  their  respective  principals  are  entitled 
or  sutjected  to  bj  the  above-mentioned  arrangement  and  tno  amendmenti 
thereto: 

'  That  all  the  other  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical-staff  for  the  south* 

em  army,  exercise  the  powers,  perform  the  same  duties,  receive  the  same 
pay  and  emol undents,  and  be  subject  to  the  regulations ^nd  restrictioDS  laid 
down  in  the  aforesaid  ai  i  angement  for  oflu  lm  s  of  like  description  : 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  the  powers  therein  directed  to  be  exercised 
bv  the  director,  and  any  two  chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospital, 
gliali,  in  the  absence  of  the  deputy  director,  be  vested  in  and  exercised  by 
the  next  officer  in  the  hospital  department  for  liie  soulheru  anuy,  aod  su  ofl 
in  succession,  in  conjunction  with  the  two  next  seniors. 

(Mmed,  That  Mondarnext  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  the  officersin 
the  hospital  department  for  the  soathern  army. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  1  he  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  vesting  in  Congress,  for  a  limited  time,  a  power  to 
levy  and  collect  duties  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Coi^;resa  «f 
the  3d  day  of  February  last reffort, 

That  it  appears  by  an  estimate  reported  to  Congress,  that  upon  loan -ofiice 
certificates  and  other  loans  made  for  the  use  of  tlie  public,  an  annual  interest 
arises  of  more  than  one  million  of  dollars  : 

That  the  said  debts  being  contracted  on  the  laith  and  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States,  and  Congress  having  no  means  to  discharge  either  tlie 
principal  or  interest,  justice,  gootl  taith  and  the  honor  of  the  confe<leracy, 
require  that  certain  adequate  and  ^eimanent  funds  should  be  provided  by 
the  respective  states,'  and  appropriated  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public 
creditors  and  for  supporting  the  war ; 

That,  upon  mature  deliberation,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Congress 
that  a  doty  on  imports  and  prizes  would  be  most  equal  throughout  die  United 
States,  and  least  burthensome toour  jcitizens : 

That  Congress,  therefore,  recommended  it  to  the  respective  states  as  in- 
dispensably necessary,  to  vest  a  power  in  Congress  to  levy  the  duty  on  im- 
ports and  prizes,  mentioned  in  their  act  of  Si\  February  last;  and  that  the 
,  said  duties  should  be  continued  until  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts 
already  contracted,  or  which  might  be  contracted,  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  for  supporting  the  present  war,  should  be  fully  and  finally  discharged : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  proviso  at  the  close  of  the  act 
of  the  legislaKii  e  of  Connecticut,  will  defeat  the  good  intentions  of  the  said 
Requisition,  which  aims  at  giving  the  public  creditors,  who  have  vested  or 
shall  vest  their  property  in  the  funds,  a  substantial  and  adequate  security 
which  shall  operate  until  their  debts  are  fully  satisfied : 

That  from  the  esimates  laid  before  Congress^  the  produce  of  the  duty  on 
imports  and  prizes  will,  during  the  war,  fsTi  greaty  snort  of  the  annual  in- 
terest, even  of  the  loan-office  certificates;  and  %vill,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  justly  alarm  those  who  have  lent  their  money  to  thejrablic^  it 
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the  funds  80  to  be  assigned,  should  be  limited  for  a  short  or  any  period* 
which  will  not  aftord  thein  reasonable  security,  and  continue  in  fioirce  untU 
the  debts  due  to  them  are  faithfully  discharged  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  By  the  United  States*  in  Consjrej^s  assembled,  That  \\  be,  and 
hereby  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  (lie  state  of  Connec- 
ticut, to  revise  the  above-mentioned  law,  and  to  alter  and  amend  it  agreeably 
to  the  requisition  in  tlie  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  day  of  Feb.  last  to  wit: 

That  the  proposed  duties  on  imports  and  piizes  shall  be  continued  until 
the  principal  and  interest  of  debts  already  contracted  on  the  faith  of  these 
United  sstates,  for  the  support  of  the  present  war,  shall  be  fully  and  finally 
dischaived* 

iHIDAY,  Ma,rth  83,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  committee  for  apportioning  the  quotas  of  the  states,  wat 
taken  inta  oonaideration^  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  quota  of  1^00,000  dollars,  called  for  by  act  of  l6th« 
be  as  follows ; 


24^480  l-4four  quaitcrlv  pay- 
ments, •  97,9:21 


Man  land,        182,0263-4  728,  IjT^ 

Vir^nia,  388|0061.3  1,152,025 
North-Caioluia,  57,601  23u^ 


New-UuDpshire,  46,080  3-4  four  quartetl;!' 

payments,  184v')23 

Massachusetts,  264,9653-4  1,059,86^ 

nbode-lBliiiid,    29,1461-4  116,585 

Connecticut,    195,84ri  1-4  783,377 

New-York,         43,200  3-4  172,8v)3 

New  Jersey,     103,682  ^\%72V> 

Penn^lvania,  364^9653-4  1,059,863 

Hesolved,  That  the  sums  assessed  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  propor- 
tion of  any  state,  but  being  paid  into  the  .treasury,  shall  be  placed  to  their 
respective  credit^  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the 
time  of  payment  until  the  quotas  shall  be  finally  ascertained,  agreeably  to 
the  articles  of  confederation.  And  if  it  shall  tlien  appear  that  any  state  if 
assessed  more  than  its  just  quota  of  the  said  tax,  it  shall  conlinue  to  receive 
interest  on  the  surplus  ;  and  if  less,  it  shall  be  charged  with  the  interest  on 
the  deficiency,  until,  by  a  future  tas,  such  surplus  or  deficiency  shall  be 
properly  adjusted. 

SATURDAY,  March  £4,  1781. 

The  board  of  war,  to  «hom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  deliver- 
ed in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ihsolvedy  That  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  authoriz- 
ed and  requested  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  settle  the  accounts  of  col. 
Wood,  respecting  his  connnand  in  superintending  the  prisoners  under  the 
conveiition  of  Sui  atj>fia,  and  if  they  think  it  right  to  allow  his  reasonable  tra- 
velling expenses  between  the  two  posts  which  he  superintends,  with  those 
for  one  servant  while  on  that  duty. 

MONDAY,  Mm-ch  26,  1781. 
A  letter,  of  the  22d  of  February,  from  the  governor  of  Virgjinia,  was  read« 
wit!\  a  memorial  enclosed  from  Messrs.  Stoddert,  Kerr  and  North ;  Where* 

Upon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  ' 
Ordered,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  said  memorial,  protests  and 
affidavits,  be  transmitted  to  the  hon.  John  Adams,  and  that  he  be  in- 
structed to  represent  the  rase  to  which  they  relate  to  their  high  mightinesses 
the  states  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  and  to  claim 
auch  redress  for  the  .memorialists  as  justice  and  the  law  of  nations  require. 

TUESDAY,  Mmh  27, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wilkinson,  clothier-general,  wu  read,  de  sri* 
mg  leave  to  resign. 

Vol.  lu.  re 
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Ordered,  That  his  restenation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

ResolvfdjThat  the  board  ot  vvar  be,  and  t)iej  arc  hereby,  autliorized  to  re- 
ceive and  esamine  sucli  accounts  sh;ill  be  reported  to  the  saitl  board  bj 
Joaeph  Howell,  juD.  one  oi  the  auditors  tor  the  main  aravy  during  his  resi- 
dence ill  Philadelphia,  and  to  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay-master  f^ene* 
ral,  or  deputy  |)ay -master.  In  discharge  ol  such  oi  ihc  accounts  aforesaid  as 
the  laid  boftrd  shall  jud<^ii  proper  and  necessary,  in  the  same  wanner  as  the 
oonunander  in  cbieft  or  commaiKler  of  a  detachment  having  a  ailttiu'j  chest, 
afe  dicected  by  the  orditiajice  of  30th  Julj«  1779« 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Madison  was  again  taken  into  conaideration  ;.iad  there*> 
upon*  the  following  ordinance  was  passed : 

An  oidjiBiice  feltftfta  to  tfio  oupttiR  ind  condcmnMiofi  of  pulses,' 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  taking  into  consideration  the 
implacable  war  waged  against  them  bj  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  anil  judg- 
ing it  inconsistent  with  their  dignity  as  a  free  end  indefiendent  nation,  asj 
longer  to  centinne  indulgences  ana  exeni|iti<ms  to  any  of  the  sohjeets  of 
liieir  eneniT,  who  is  obednatet^  bent  ufion  their  destruction  or  subjugation* 
iiikve  thought  it  proper  to  ordain  and  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  and  or* 
dered,  that  henceforward  general  reprisals  be  granted  against  the  ships, 
goods  and  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  ;  so  that  as  well  the  fleets 
and  ships  of  these  Uiiited  States,  as  also  all  other  ships  and  vessels  commis- 
sioned by  letters  of  marque  or  general  reprisals,  or  otherwise,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as«enihlpd,  shall  and  may  lawfully 
seize  all  ships,  vessels  and  goods,  bel(in<;ino;  to  tiie  king  or  crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  or  to  liis  subjects  or  others  nil  mbi  tin  within  any  of  the  territories  or 
possessions  of  the  atoresaid  king  of  Great-Britain,  aiui  biing  them  to  judg- 
ment in  any  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  es- 
tablished in  any  of  these  United  States  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  t  and  the  said  conrts  of  admiralty  are  hereby  an- 
thorizea  and  required  to  take  cognizance  of  and  iddieially  to  proceed  upon 
all  and  all  manner  of  captures,  seiznres,  prizes  and  reprisals  of  all  ships  and 
goods  that  are  or  shall  be  taken,  and  to  hear'and  determine  the  same,  and, 
according  to  the  course  of  admiralty  and  the  laws  of  nations,  to  adjudge  and 
condemn  all  such  ships,  vessels,  and  goods,  as  shall  belong  to  the  king  of 
Great-Bntain,  or  to  his  subjects,  or  to  any  others  inhabiting;,  within  any  of 
the  countries,  territories  or  dominions,  or  posscssiions  of  the  aforesaid  king 
of  Great-Britain. 

And  that  the  board  of  admiralty  or  secretary  of  marine  forthwith  prepare, 
and  lay  before  the  United  States  in  Consrrcs:.  assembled,  a  draught  of  in- 
structions tor  such  ships  or  vessels  as  aiinU  be  commissionated  for  the  pur- 
poses above  nientioned.  * 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordained,  that  the  deltraction  of  papers,  or  the 

Ssses&ton  of  doable  papers,  by  any  captured  vessel,  shall  be  ^teemed  and 
^en  as  just  cause  for  tne  condemnation  of  such  captured  vessel ;  and  that 
when  any  prize,  having  been  taken  and  possessed  by  the  enemy  twenty -four 
hours,  shall  be  retaken  from  them,  the  whole  of  such  re-captured  prize  shall 
be  condemned  for  the  use  of  the  re-captors ;  but  in  cases  where  the  prize 
shall  have  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  less  tfian  rwcnfy  four 
hours,  it  nhnll  be  restored  to  tlie  origirial  owner  or  owners,  except  one-third 
part  of  the  true  value  thereof,  which  shall  be  allowed  as  salvage  to  the  re- 
captors. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordained,  that  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
these  United  States  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  strictly  enjoined  and  required 
to  abstain  from  ail  iuteicour be^  cufrespoudeiice  or  dealings  whatsoever,  with 
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the  sutjeott  of  the  Mid  king  of  Groat-Britain,  while  at  open  war  with  theae, 
UDited  States,  ai  they  will  anawer  the  same  at  their  pedl ;  and  the  esecu^Tea 
oTthe  several  states  are  herehy  called  upon  to  take  the  most  vigilant  and  el^ 
fcctual  measures  for  detectinu;  and  suppressing  such  intercourse^  correspim* 
dence  or  dealings,  and  bringing  the  authors  thereof*  or  those  concerned  twnre* 
in,  to  condi«;n  punishment. 

And  in  ordt*r  the  mare  effectaally  to  remove  every  colorable  pretence  for 
continiiin<;  sach  intercourse,  it  is  hereby  ordained  that  from  ami  after  the 
first  day  of  November  nevt,  no  benetit'shall  be  claimed  from,  nor  counte- 
nance or  regar  d  paid  to  any  letters  of  passport  or  safe  conduct,  heretotore 
granted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  any  of  the  citizens  or  inha- 
bitants thereof,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  for  the  rewotal  sC 
tlieir  property  or  effects  from  places  within  the  domimons  or  psnicasions  of 
the  said  King  of  Great-BriUin : 

Provided  always*  that  this  ordinance  shall  not  extend  to  aaflionze  the 
capture  or  condemnatioa  of  any  veasel  belonging  to  anj  inhabitant  of  Ber- 
mudas, which,  being  loaded  with  salt  onljr,majr  arrive  iftany  of  these  United 
States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Maj  next. 

And  it  is  hereby  ordained,  that  all  former  acts  or  resolutions  of  CongresSt 
contrary  to  the  tenori  true  intent  and  meaning  of  khisordinancefbeand  thej 
are  hereby  repealed.  * 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  purveyor  of  the  hospital 
for  the  southern  army,  and  the  ballots  being;  taken  and  counted,  Dr.  Nathan 
BrowQson  was  electedi  he  bj^viog  been  previouHlj  nominated  by  Mr.  Adams* 

THURSDAY,  M»dk  29, 1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  letter  of  Aaron  Levy  WM 
read;  Whereupon. 

Bwdved,  That  until  the  loan-offices  of  Soutii-Carotinn  and  Geoma  be 
fixed*  and  public  notice  thereof  given*  agreeably  to  the  resolution,  of  Con* 
gress  of  the  3d  of  August  las^t,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  be  empow- 
ered to  issue  loan-office  certificates  in  discharge  of  interest  that  is  or  shall 
be  due  on  loan -office  certificates  issued  from  either  of  the  loan-offices  afore- 
said, in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  principles  US  COrtificatea  for  in- 
terest are  issued  from  other  loan-otiices.  ' 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  respecting  the  rei^ment  of  artifioerS|  was 
taken  into  consideration;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  regiment  of  artificers,  commanded  by  col.  Baldwin, 
be  dissolved  ;  uad  those  of  the  non  commiiisioned  oilicers  and  privates 
whose  times  of  service  are  unexpired*  and  are  now  with  the  main  army,  be 
formed  into  one  company,  under  such  ofiicerfl^  and  be  employed  In  sucb  way 
as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct; 

That  the  artificers  with  the  southern  army  be  also  formed  into  one  com- 
pany,  under  a  competent  number  of  officers  to  be  selected  by  the  connawl* 
mggeneral  of  that  army  : 

That  all  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  not  retained  by  virtue  of 
these  resolutions,  he  no  long;cr  considered  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  ThsLt  ati  tiie  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  of 
artillery  artificers  at  Cat  l  isle,  whose  times  of  service  are  unexpired,  be  form- 
ed into  one  or  mure  company  or  companies,  and  the  oflicers  at  that  place* 
except  captains  Wiley  and  Jordan,  be  no  longer  considered  in  the  service  of 
the  Uuited  States. 

• 

FRIDAY,  .Miireft  30, 1781. 

'  A  letters  <^f  this  day,  from^  J.  Pierce,  pay-master  general^  was  reads  Where^ 
upon. 
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A  mution  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Mutte, 

That  the  honorably  assembly  uf  PenmiylvaDia  be  requested  to  ap^int  i 

committpf*  t>f  their  bodv  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Congress,  on  the  re- 
COtniiiend.'itiun  ot  Cujij>;res9  to  the  several  slates  to  amend  tlieir  laws,  iraking 
the  iiills  ijf  credit,  ennUe<!  under  the  autlmritj  of  Congress,  a  leg;al  tt  nder  : 
That  a  corumittee  ol  three  be  now  appointed  to  aiteod  on  the  said  proposed 
conference. 

Ou  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  j  eas  aud  uajs  being  required  Mr. 
Clvmer, 


M'^Uamp^Jiire,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
MnmmumttM,  Mr.  Adaim, 

LovcU, 

M'ard, 

Wiode-Islandt   Mr.  \  ivrnum, 
CtmetsHtuif     Mr.  Huntington, 

Hoot, 

Fenms^vonUk  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Cl}raer, 
If^'vnkoop, 
Mr.  M'kean, 
Ysndyke^  ' 


N^CwroUna^ 


Mr.  Hftmon, 

Mr.  Madison, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Sbarpe, 

Mr.  \latUiew% 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Mr.  Few» 


So  the  question  was  lent. 

1  he  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Matthew^ 

Mr.  Varnum,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th,  from  major-general 
M'Dougiall,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  the  same,  after  debate,  being 

postponed, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 
That  during  the  time  niajor-o;»MUM'al  M'DoujjaU  shall  continue  to  act  as  se- 
cretary of  marine,  his  pay  and  tfuuluments  as  an  otlicer  of  the  armv  shall 
cease;  bur  he  shall  not  thereby  be  <leprived  of  rank  or  the  privilege  of 
returning  tu  his  command  whenever  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief 
shall  think  hia  lervicea  necettary  in  the  field. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj 
If  r.  Sharpe, 


no 


VtrgtmOf 

'^•Garsll^, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Madison, 

M.  Smithy 
Mr.  Burkf, 

Siiarpe, 

Johmon, 
Mr.  Mattliew% 

Bee, 

MoUe, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Few, 

Bowljr, 


Manaehiuettt,  Mr.  Adanw^ 

Love  II, 

W:ad, 

Cwwcticutt     Mr.  Jiuntington, 

Root; 

Jkuh^ney,    '  Mr.  >Vithcrspoon, 

FenvKytvamot  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Clymer, 
Wynkoop, 

jyelmvnre^  !Mr.  Vandyke,  li 
MorylanUt       Mr.  Hanson,  n 

Carroll,  n 

So  it  passed  in  the  fiejrative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hurkc,  seconded  by  Mr.  Howly, 

Resolved^  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  have  a  doe  sense 
ef  the  zeal  of  maior-general  M*Dougall,  fur  the  slifety  and  honour  of  Anmf* 
ca,  and  applaud  his  magnanimity  in  declining  **  to  retire  from  the  toils  and 
perils  of  the  field  in  the  present  critical  condition  of  the  United  States  in 
general,  and  that  of  New-York  in  particular that  they  are  welt  eonvinred 
of  his  wishes and^  disposition  to  render  to  the  public'  every  service  in  hit 
power;  but  as  major-getieral  M'Doogall,  for  good  reasons,  cannot  detach 
nimself  from  his  comnjnnd  in  the  army,  and  as  the  duties  ol  the  ofiicc  of 
secretary  of  mariiie,  to  \\lnrh  hi'  has  lately  been  elected  by  CoTir'*"^*'.  '"''J^ 
interfere  with  exeriition  of  inilitaiy  duty,  the  United  States  in  Cungre!^ 
assembled^  do  not  therefore  expecthis  acceptance  of  that  oiiice. 
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SATURDAY,  JUrch  SI,  1781. 

•  A  letter,  of  the  10th,  and  oneef  the  16th,  from  major-general  Greene, 
were  r^ad,  the  latter  giving  ao  account  of  the  acdon  between  hint  and  th« 

♦nuy  under  lord  Cornwallis,  on  the  I5th ; 

ifrderedf  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

The  report  of  the  coninnttee  on  the  letter  of  the  13th,  from  R.  Merrily 
Vta^  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  the  first  paragraph  being  read,  viz. 

Tliat  the  superintendent  oi  tinance  bp,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  re- 
move from  office  or  employment,  for  iiicnpacity,  ne2;ligeni:e,  dishoiiestj  or 
other  misbehaviour,  all  persons  entrusted  with  and  inuuediatelj  employed 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  pubitc  money,  and  also  all  such  as  are  or  shall  be, 
in  his  jud^fneot,  unnece^surv ;  provided  that  such  power  of  reiuoval  fiom. 
nffice  shall  be  limited  to  the  dunitiott  of  the  present  war. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  jreas  and  naje  being  required  bj  Mr* 
Adamt, 


HeitgaehimeUt,  Mr.  Adamfl^ 

Ward,' 

Connecticut, 


ay  \* 
no  I 
no  5 


no 


Mr.  Varnum, 
Mr.  UuntingtOQ, 

Root,' 

Mr.  Witherspooi),  no 

Ifr  Montgomery,  no  i 

Clymer,  ay 

Mr.  M'Kean,  no 

Vandyke,  no 

Mr.  Ilansoji,  no  ^  ^ 

Can  oil,  noi^^ 


no 


Georgitif 


Ifr.  Ma^flon,'; 

Bland, 
M.  SiDith» 
Mr.  Burkie, 

Johnson, 
M^.  Matthewi^ 

Motte, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Hovly, 


ir7 

no  J,  no 
no  3 

ayU/ 
no^ 


Delaware, 
Margkm^ 

00  it  passed  in  the  negative* 

« 

MONDAY,  Jipril  2,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  M'Kean  and 
Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  I9tli  March,  from  the  gov* 
eroor  of  the  state  of  New-York, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  regiments  of  militia  proposed  to  be  embodied  in 
ihe  fttate  of  New- York,  to  serve  till  the  first  day  of  December  next,  as 
mentioned  in  governor  CKnton's  letter  of  the  19th  March  last,  be  paid  and 
subsisted  while  in  service,  at  the  general  expensoi  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
troops  on  the  continental  establishment: 

That  the  two  regiments  of  infantry  proposed  to  be  raised  in  the  said  state 
to  serve  for  three  years,  as  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  letter,  be  paid,  subsist- 
ed and  clothed  while  in  service,  at  the  general  expense,  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  troops  on  the  continental  establisliuient ;  provided  the  said  stale  sliall 
finjt  hi)  up  their  quota  of  tr<tops  for  the  continetital  army  ;  and  that  the  rei^i- 
nients,  particularly  the  two  lust  mentioned,  be  olHcered  as  far  as  may  be  by 
the  reduced  officers  belonj^ing  to  that  state,  and  that  the  officers  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  nutobei-  of  men  aciualiy  ui  service. 

A  leport  from  the  board  of  admiralJy  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  fit  die  frigate  Ariel  for  sea,  with  all 
convenient  despatch* 

TUESDAY^  AfriL  3,  1781* 

A  letter  of  the  Sd,  from  Peter  R.  Pell,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  tht 
•bamber  of  accounts,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign: 
Ordtrtdt  That  his  i^signation  be  accepted* 

WEDNESDAY,  April  4,  1781. 
*  Oft  motion  pf  Mr*  Madison,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sullivan, 


Digitized  by  Google 


eo6  JOURNALS  OF  C0NGR£8S«  1781. 


,  Jii$olvei»  That  the  pre»i«l«nt  (ransmit  the  thanki  of  the  United  States  in 
CoamM  MteaiblMlt  tm  the  covnl  de  Rochambeau,  and  the  chevalier  Det* 
touches,  commanders  of  the  army  and  tleet  sent  by  his  most  Christian  majea* 
ty  to  the  siicrotn-  of  his  allies,  for  the  zea!  nnd  vigilance  they  have,  on  every 
occasion,  inanife.stt'd  tu  fultil  the  generous  intentions  of  their  sovereign  and 
tlie  expectations  of  these  statesg  that  he  present  their  particular  thanks  to 
the  chevalier  Destouches,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for 
the  bravery,  firmness  and  good  conduct  displayed  in  the  late  enterjirize 
against  the  enemy  at  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia;  in  which,  although  the  accom- 
pUthiMttt  of  tiie  ohjeet  was  piwrenttd  bj  mmSntrnm  evmtty  &e  ifdoeM 
iODteit  so  gallantly  ml  adviuitaceously  sMuntiiiied  on  the  t6th  «r  Mardi 
laalt  off  Him  Capea  oC  Cheaapeake-Ba^,  againat  i  wperior  Britiah  ieiK,'  doea 
honor  to  the  arma  of  his  most  Christian  maj&gkf,  iiid  i»  m  hvppj  preage  ef 
decisive  advantaeea  to  the  Uniled  dtalii* 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bee  and  Mi*. 
Hoot,  to  whom  was  referred  a  iftter  of  yit  Idtk  ot  March^  from  Charlca 

Pettit : 

Jiesoived,  That  no  interest  be  computed  on  the  money  emitted  pnrsuant 
to  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  1780,  at  the  time  of  issuing;  the  same  from  the 
,    loan-offices,  or  whtn  any  ollicer  of  tlie  United  States  shall  Uiake  payments 
therewith  fur  supplies,  or  in  discharge  of  public  debts. 

THUR8BAT,  JprU  5,  \79U 

A  letter,  of  the  Slat  Mareh^  from  general  Waahingtxni«  was  read ;  Where- 
opon, 

motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  bjMr.Sharpe, 
Mtdoltud,  That  the  United  States  in  Con^ss  assembled,  approve  of  the 
teaaoDS  civen  by  the  commander  in  chief,  for  not  exchanging  lieutenant* 

eolonel  Hill  for  lieutenant-colonel  du  Buvsson. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  March,  fronj  tlie  governor  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  act  authorizing  Congress  to  lovj  a 
duty  on  foreii^n  merchandise  imported  into  tliat  state. 

A  letter,  of  February  I6th,  from  Egbert  Benson,  was  read,  signifying  his 
acce[> lance  of  the  office  of  procurator  in  the  state  of  New-York, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  report  of  the  conmittee  appointed 
to  oevise  and  report  the  mode  for  appointing  courts  for  the  trial  or  i^mcies 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  aeas,''  was  taken  Into  consideration;  aundi 
thereupon, 

<\  The  United  States  in  Congress  asserobledy  agreed  to  the  following 

Minance  for  establiAipg  courts  for  the  trial  of  piacies  and  felonies  comimtted  on  the 

hij^h  seas. 

^^  liercasbv  tiie  ninth  article  of  the  confederation  and  perpetual  union  of 
the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power 
(inter  alia)  of  appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piiacies  and  felonies  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas.  And  whereu  it  is  expedient  that  such  courts  ahonld 
be  speedily  erected,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  the  saihe  mode  of  trial  should 
be  adopted  for  offendera  of  thia  kind  on  the  high  seas  as  ia  used  for  offend- 
ers  of  the  like  sort  upon  the  land. 

Be  it  therefore  oraained»  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  heretofirre  have  committed,  or  who 
hereafter  shall  commit,  any  piracy  or  felony  upon  the  high  sens,  or  who  shall 
be  ch:n-jod  as  accessories  to  the  same,  eitlier  before  or  after  the  fact,  may  and 
fih'.ill  be  enquired  of,  tried  artd  judged  by  grand  and  petit  juries,  accoi  din^* 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  tlie  piracy  or  felony 
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were  committed  upon  the  knd;  asd  within  seme  cevatrr,  difltrict  er  |ireoiiict 
in  o«ie  4»f  these  United  8tatei|  the  jnstieee  ef  the  aoppeme  er  superior  eonrt 
,  of  judicature*  and  judge  ef  the  court  ef  admiral  tj  efthe  several  and  respec* 
'  tive  states,  or  any  two  or  moreef  theRi>  are  hereby  eonstituledami  a|»poiat- 
ed  judges  for  hearing  and  trriug  such  oflfiMidere. 

And  be  it  fyrther  ordained,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  indicted 
for  any  piracy  or  felony  done,  or  hereafter  to  be  done,  upon  the  hi^ih  sea??,  or 
as  accessories  before  or  after  the  fact,  eitliLT  on  the  land  or  upon  the  seas, 
by  a  grand  jury  for  any  county,  district,  or  precinct  within  any  of  these 
United  States,  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme  or  supernir  court  and 
judge  of  the  admiralty,  or  aujr  two  of  tiieio,  that  then  such  order,  process, 
judgment  and  ejiecatuNi  shall  be  used,  had,  doi^eand  made  to  and  against 
enrerjsach  person  and  persona,  so, being  indicted*  as  aeaiost  robbers,  mur- 
derers, or  oAier  felons  for  robber/,  ararder»  or  oiHier  -wlony  done  upon  the 
land  within  suoh  countj.  district,  or  preoinct,  as  br  tbe  lau  s  of  the  said  state 
19  accustomed ;  and  the  trial  of  such  ofTence  or  offences,  if  it  be  denied  by 
the  offender  or  offenders,  shall  be  had  by  twelve  lawful  men  of  the  said 
county,  district,  or  precinct;  and  such  as  shall  be  convicted  nf  any, such 
offence  or  offence.-,  by  verdict,  confession,  or  otherwise,  in  the  said  court, 
shall  have  and  suffer  such  pains  of  death,  losses  of  lands,  goods  [ind  chat- 
tels, or  other  punishment,  and  by  the  same  authority  as  ir  they  had  been 
convicted  and  attainted  of  unv  robbery,  felony  or  o^her  the  said  offences 
dtine  upon  land  ;  and  shall  be  utterly  excluded  the  benefit  of  clergy  where 
the  same  is  taf^en  away  or  not  admitted  for  such  like  olTenoes  committed 
Within  the  body  of  a  county,  or  on  land  where  such  trial  ahall  be  had. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  if  there  shall  be  mere  than  one  judge  of 
the  admiraUy  in  any  of  the  United  States,  that  then,  and  in  such  cases  the 
supreme  executive  power  of  such  state  may  and  sholl  commissionate  one  of 
them  exclusively  to  join  in  performing  the  duties  required  by  this  ordinancOi* 
And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  all  lo^^es  and  forfeitures  of  lands,  goods 
and  chattels,  incut  red  upon  any  such  conviction  and  attainder,  shall  go  nnd 
belong  to  the  state  in  which  the  said  conviction  and  attainder  shall  be  had. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  M*Kean, 
That  Congress  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  consideration  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  of  these  United  States,  in  order  that  full  information 
may  be  obtained  thereon,  and  such  measures  adopted,  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  shall  appear  best  calculated  elfectually  to  prosecute  the  war 
against  the  enemies  ot  these  United  States ;  to  satisfy  the  creditors  thereof, 
and  restore  the  public  credit;  that  for  this  purpose  all  public  despatches, 
the  reports  of  the  board  of  war,  treasury  and  admiralty  (except  sucU  as  die 
president,  or  a  committee  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  inform  Congress,  require  their  Immediate  attention)  be  suspended 
until  Con|;re8s  shall  have  perfected  such  enquiry  and  taken  the  necessary 
measures  in  consequence  tnereof. 

On  a  motion  to  postpone  the  cont^ideration  of  the  foregoing  motion*  the 
j^as  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr*  Matthews^ 


Jltimaehme$U,  Ifr.  Adams,  no  > 

Lovell,  no  S 

Cunnecticutf     Mr.  Huntington,  no^ 

Boot^  uoSino 

Wolcott,  no3 

JWw-Jer«y,     Mr.  Witherspoon,  no  \ 

Clark,  no  5"° 

JPenmylvaniOf  Vte.  Montgomery,  no  i 

Wynkoop,  noj 

Valid)  ke,  no  5 

So  it  pissed  in  the  negative. 


S.-Cai'olinap 


Ifr*  Hanson, 

ay 

Cat-roll, 

ay 

Mr.  Bland, 

no 

M.8mhh» 

no 

Mr.  Bttfke^' 

«y 

Johnsn% 

•y 

Mr.  Maithe«r% 

no 

Motte, 

no 

Mr.'Walton, 

no 

no 

^no 
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After  debate,  the  inotioii  being  amended*  it  wat 

Resolved,  'Diat  the  house  be  reiolv«d  into  a  committeeof  the  whole, tAIS. 
o'clock  on  each  day,  to  take  into  conrnderAtiuo  the  present  state  of  poblia^ 

affairs,  in  order  to  devise  further  measures  effectuaily  to  pro-^f^cute  the  war 
against  the  enemies  of  these  United  8Ut^to  satiffj  tbe  creditora  tbcres^ 
and  to  restore  the  public  credit* 

SATURDAY.  JpHl  7, 1781 . 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  VViiereupon, 

Orderedt  riiai  ihe  rthiguaiiun  of  lieutenant  Patterson,  of  colonel  Proc- 
tor's regiment  of  artillery,  be  accepted. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consiiiting  of  Mr.  Varnam^  Mr.  Bee»  mi 
Mr.  Vandyke,  to  whom  wu  referred  the  draft  of  inetruetioiM  to  the  cap- 
tains of  private  armed  vessels,  reported  by  the  board  of  admiralty  : 

Be  it  onlained.  and  it  is  hereby  ordained,  by  the  United  StatM  in  C» 
gress  assembled,  tiiat  the  following  instructions  bo  observed  by  the  captsmt 
or  commanders  of  private  armed  vessels  comtnissioned  by  letters  of  marcjue 
or  general  reprisals,  or  otberwiseyby  the  authority  of  the  United  States  ia 
Congress  assembled  : 

1st.  You  may  bv  force  of  arms  attack,  subilue,  nud  seize  all  ships,  ves- 
sels and  goods,  belonging  to  the  King  or  cniwn  <)f  Great  Britain,  or  to  his 
subjects,  or  others  inh^bitinir  within  any  of  tlie  ler ntones  or  possessions  of 
the  aforesaid  king  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high-wi- 
ter  and  low-water  marks.  And  you  may  also  annoy  the  enemy  bjr  all  means 
in  year  power,  by  land  as  well  as  by  water,  taking  care  not  to  infringe  or 
▼iolate  uie  laws  of  nations,  or  laws  of  nentrslity. 

2d.  Yon  are  to  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powera,  and  the 
vsuage  and  customs  of  civilized  nations  ;  and  on  no  pretence  whatever,  pre- 
sume to  take  or  seize  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  prin- 
ces or  powers  in  alliance  with  these  United  States  ;  except  they  are  em- 
ployed in  carrying  contraband  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  enemies  ;  and  ia 
such  case  you  are  to  conform  to  the  stipiilations  contained  in  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  such  princes  or  powers  and  these  states:  and  you  are  not 
to  capture,  seize  or  plunder  any  ships  or  vessels  of  our  enemies,  being  under 
the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  tittiions,  or  princes,  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  expressed  in  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  9th  d^y  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thioasand  seven 
hundred  and  seyenty-etght. 

dd.  You  shall  permit  all  neutral  vessels  freely  to  navigate  on  the  high  seas, 
or  coasts  of  America^  except  such  as  are  employed  in  carryin|j  contraband 
goods  or  soldiers  to  the  enemies  of  these  United  Suites. 

4th.  You  shall  not  seize  or  capture  any  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects 
of  the  belligerent  pr^wers  on  boaiil  neutral  ^essels,  exceptinj^  contraband 
^oods  ;  and  you  m  e  l  atefully  to  (»bserve,  that  the  term  contraband  is  con- 
fined to  those  artu  U's  whicli  are  expressly  declared  to  be  such  in  the  it  eaty 
of  amity  and  couunerce,  (»f  rlie  sixth  day  of  February,  1778.  betwet^n  these 
United  States  and  his  most  Christian  majesty,  nainely  :  arms,  great  guns, 
bombs,  with  their  fuses  and  other  things  l»e[()ni^!ii<;  to  theui ;  cannon-balls, 
gun-powder,  matches,  pikes,  swords,  lances,  soears,  halberts,  mortars,  pe- 
tards, grensdoes,  salt-petre,  muskets,  musket -bail,  bucklers,  helmets,  breast- 
plates, coats  of  mail,  and  the  like  kind  of  arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers, 
musket-rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  furniture,  and  all  other  warlike  in- 
struments whatever. 

5th.  You  shall  bring  all  such  ships  and  vessels  ail  you  shall  seize  or  cap- 
ture, with  rheir  jruns,  n-Hn?,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  ladings, ts 
judgment  in  any  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  thai  now  are  sr  heffsaftermiy 
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be  established  in  any  of  these  IJnittMl  States,  in  any  court  authorized  by  hii 
most  Christian  majesty,  or  any  other  power  in  alliance  with  these  United 
States,  to  take  coi^nr/anceoi  captures  and  seizures  made  by  the  private  armed  . 
vessels  of  tliese  stales,  and  to  judicially  hear  and  detertiiine  thereon. 

GUi.  Vou  shall  seod  the  master'or  pilot  and  one  or  more  principal  persons  of 
the  company  of  every  ship  or  vessel  bv  jou  taken,  in  such  sbiu  or  vesseli  as 
MOD  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  be  by  the  judge  or  judges  or  such  court  as 
aforesaid  examined  upon  oath,  and  maKe  answer  to  such  interrogatories  an 
nay  be  pronounced,  touching  the  interest  or  propert^r  of  the  ship  or  vessel 
and  her  lading ;  and  at  the  same  time  you  shall  deliver  or  cause  to  be  de- 
livered  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all  passes^sea  briefs,  charter  parties,  billa  of 
lading,  cockets,  letters,  and  other  documents  and  writings  found  on  board, 
proving  the  said  papers  by  tfie  affidavit  of  yourself,  or  of  some  other  person 
present  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  thej  were  received*  without  fraud, 
addition,  subduct  ion  or  embezzlement. 

7th.  Y*»u  shall  keep  and  preserve  every  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo  by  you 
taken,  until  they  shall,  by  sentence  of  a  court  properly  authorized,  be  ad- 
judged lawful  prize,  or  acquitted  ;  not  selling,  spoiling,  wasting  or  diminish- 
ing the  same,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  suffering  any  such  thing  to 
be  done.  ^ 

8th«  If  anj  of  your  officers  i>f  crew  shall,  in  cold  blood,  kill  or  maim,  or 
bj  torture  or  otherwise,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and  contrary  to  common  usage* 
and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in*  war,  treat  any  person  or  persona 
iarprizeif  in  the  ship  or  yessetyon  shall  take,  the  offenider  shall  be  seyerely 
pninshed. 

9th.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, or  secretary  of  marine,  written  accounts  of  the  captures  jbu  shall 
make,  with  the  numbers  and  names  of  the  captives,  and  intelligence  of  what 
may  orcur,  or  be  discovered,  concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
destinations,  motions  and  operations  of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

10th*  One-third  at  least  of  your  whole  company  shall  be  landsmen. 

11th.  Yon  shall  not  ransom  or  discharge  any  prisoners  or  captives,  bui 
jmi  are  to  take  the  utmost  care  to  bring  them  into  port;  and.  if  from  neces- 
sity you  shall  be  oblij^d  to  dismiss  any  prisoners  at  sea,  you  shall,  on  your 
return  from  your  cruize,  make  report  thereof  on  oath  to  the  judge  of  tjie  ad*' 
iniralty  of  the  state  to  which  you  Delong,or  in  which  you  arrive,  within  twen- 
ty days  after  your  arrival,  with  your  reasons  for  such  dismission ;  and  you 
are  to  deliver,  at  your  expense  or  at  the  expense  of  your  owners,  the  prison- 
ers you  shall  bring  into  port,  to  a  commissary  of  prisoners  nearest  the  place 
of  their  landinj^,  or  into  the  nearest  county  gaol. 

12th.  You  shall  observe  all  such  further  instructions  as  shall  liereafter  be 
given  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  when  you  shall  have  no- 
tice thereof. 

IStb.  If  you  shall  do  an^  thing  contrary  to  these  instructions,  or  to  others 
hereafter  to*  be  given,  or  willingly  suffer  such  thing  to  be  done,  you  shall  not 
only  forfeit  your  commission,  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the  con- 
dition of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  su8- 
taii}('(l  by  such  malversation. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  report,  at  soon  as  may  be,  proper 
regulations  for  the  conducting  and  governing  the  Voiaels  of  war  of  the  Unit- 
ed states  and  other  armed  vessels* 

TUESDAY,  Jlpril  10,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 
Ppsolved,  That  the  counuander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
employ  an  additional  coalidenuai  ft^cretarv,  and  ati  uuwy  writers  as  he  shall 
Voj.,  111.  77  •  * 
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iudse  proper,  to  arrange  and  register  the  public  letters  and  other  documentt 
ID  trie  office  at  head-quarter9  ;  and  to  assign  auch  salaries  for  their  respec-^ 
tive  services,  as  he  shall  think  reasonable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Motte, 

Ordered,  That  no  mure  of  the  bills  heretofore  drawn  on  the  ministers  ple- 
nipotentiary of  these  United  States  in  Kurope,  (except  those  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  the  suuihern  army,  and  those  appropriated  and  lodpjt^il  in  tKe 
hands  of  the  boar*l  ot^  w  ar,)  be  sold  \\  itli(nit  s[>eLliil  direction  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  CongicbS  a^saembied,  and  that  the  buatd  ut  treaisur^  give  oi  ders 
accordiuglj. 

THURSDAY,  Jpril  12,  1781. 
Mknd,  That  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Adams  have  leave  of  absence* 

FRIDAY,  Jpril  13,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wiic  rt  upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  transmit  to  the  executives  of  the 
several  states  lists  of  the  names  of  all  the  new  levies  belonging  to  earh  state 
respectively,  specifying:  their  times  of  service  and  the  sums  due  to  them  ;  such 
lists  to  be  signed  by  the  paj-masters  of  tlie  regiments  in  wliich  tlie  said  new 
levies  have  served,  coantersigned  bj  the  commanding  officer,  and  approved 
of  by  the  brigadier  or  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade  or  corps ;  and  that 
it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  said  states,  to  cause  payment  tc 
be  nwde  to  the  said  new  let  ies,  agreeably  to  such  lists,  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  future,  all  applications  of  persons  serving  in  the 
army,  for  settlement  of  accounts,  be  made  immediately  to  the  auditors  of  the 
anny: 

That  all  applications  of  persons  servlne  io  the  army,  for  payment  of  liqui 
dated  suras  aue  from  ilie  United  States,  be  made  immediately  to  the  pay 
master,  accompanied  with  the  proper  wui  rants  ; 

That  all  >iitular  applications  of  other  creditors  of  the  United  States,  b( 
made  immediately  to  the  board  of  treasury,  to  be  liquidated  and  discharged 
either  in  whole  or  in  such  e^ual  proportion,  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall,  witl 
the  approbation  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  mm  time  tx 
time  generally  direct. 

Rnolved,  That  all  applications  respecting  rank,  dischaiges,  losses  ol 
horses,  clothing,  or  other  articles,  in  the  service,  and  for  arrears  of  clothing 
and  other  articles,  be  matle  in  the  first  instance  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  'Vh'it  all  applications  for  resignations  be  made  to  tfie  commail 
der  in*  chief,  or  to  the  ofticer  commanding  in  a  sepai  ate  department. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wolcott  have  leave  of  absence. 

SATURDAY,  ^prU  14,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Huustun 
and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum, 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  having  taken  into  considera 
tioQ  the  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty  of  the  28th  March  lasty  respeciini 
'the  conduct  of  John  Paul  Jones,  esq.  captain  in  the  navy,  do 

Beaolve,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  b< 
given  to  capt  John  Paul  Jones,  for  the  z,eal,  prudence,  and  intrepidity,  witl 
which  he  hath  supported  the  honor  of  the  American  flag;  for  his  bold  ant 
successful  enterpt  i/.es  to  t  edeem  from  captivity  the  citizens  of  these  states 
who  liad  fallen  under  tlie  [)o\ver  of  the  enemy;  and  in  general  for  the  2;oo( 
cnndiict  and  eminent  services  by  which  he  has  added  lustre  to  his  charactei 
ami  to  the  American  arms. 
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That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembied,  be  also  given 
to  the  officers  and  meo  uho  have  faitbfullj  served  niider  him  from  time  to 
time,  for  their  steady  affection  to  the  cause  of  their  country  and  theibraverj 

and  per»^everance  they  have  manifested  therein. 

Oh  uiotion  of  Mr.  Clark,  ^pcon»k*d  bv  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  ol  the  continental  loan-ottices  in  tlm 
several  states  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  exchanse  with  the  trea- 
surers of  their  respective  jviates.  all  such  bills  of  credit  of  tlie  old  emissions 
as  now  are  or  may  come  iuto  their  haotU,  by  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange  or 
on  loan  for  bills  of  credit  of  the  new  emissions  issued  in  the  same  state,  in 
order  that  the  said  bills  of  the  old  emissions  may  be  drawn  out  of  circiila« 
tion  as  soon  as  posisible. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Orderedt  That  the  auditors  of  the  army  settle  all  accounts  for  monies  here* 
tofore  advanced  by  officers  out  of  their  private  funds  for  their  regiments  or 
companies,  and  which  are  now  due  agreeably  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  es- 
tablished by  the  treasury  board,  and  give  certificates  in  syn  cie  of  the  sura 
due,  that  the  officers  entitled  thereto  may  receive  the  ?<ame  when  the  state  of 
the  public  tinances  will  admit  of  payment  tliereof :  prjvtded  that  no  char^jes 
be  allowed  by  the  said  auditors,  but  for  such  pay  or  articles  as  the  soldiers 
were  entitled  to  receive  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  w  hich  were  notHup- 
piied  by  the  United  States,  or  the  state  to  which  they  respectively  belonged. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 
That  the  board  of  admtraltj  be  directed  to  enquire  into  and,  report  to 
Congress,  the  cause  of  the  detention  of  the  prize-money  due  to  the  seamen 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  and  America* 

On  the  qneition  to  agree  to  this»  the  jeat  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Adams, 


NeW'Hampshirt,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
Mii^»achuutt9t   Mr.  Ad^ms, 

Lovell, 
Waid, 

CrnmeeHeut^      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 

J^'euyJeraegf       Mr.  Ckrk, 

Houston, 

Pennaykpma,    Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 


ayS  ay 

ay) 


Delaware^ 
Mury  andj 
l^rginia. 


Mr.  Rodney, 
Mj".  Carroll, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  bharpe^ 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Mott^ 
Mr.  Few, 

UowJy, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MONDAY,  Jlpvil  16,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Clark,  and 
Mr.  Vandyke,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  board  of  war,  and 
tlie  pay-uiaster  j^pneral  of  SOth  March  last, 

Resolved^  That  lu  settling  the  accounts  of  the  officers  returned  from  cap- 
tivity, the  auditors  consider  their  pay  to  the  Urst  ot  August  last,  in  bills  of 
the  old  emissions,  agreeable  to  the  usual  mode  of  paying  the  army;  and 
from  the  said  first  day  of  August,  till  such  officers  returned  from  captivity  or 
rejoined  th^ir  corps,  m  bills  of  the  new  emission  issued  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solution of.  18th  March*  1780 ; 

That  subsistence  money  be  allowed  to  the  said  officers,  at  the  rate  of  l-6th 
of  a  dollar  per  ration*  in  specie;  and  that  the  monies  paid  to  them  by  the 
commissary  of  prisoners,,  pursuant  to  former  resoltttlonst  l^e  chaiiged  as  so 
much  advanced. 

ReHolved,  That  the  states  who  have  not  cctnshJered  tlicir  said  officers  in 
cnptivity,  in  settling  the  depreciation  accounts  ol  tlielr  lines  ot  tlie  army,  re- 
ceive and  adjust  their  demands  for  depreciauou  m  the  sam^e  mauacr  as 
though  they  had  nut  bnQti  in  captivity. 
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Besolvidf  That  the  demands  of  officers  retiring  from  service  id  |iiir8aance 
Of  the  last  reform  of  the  armj*  and  who  were  not  attached  to  the  hoe  of  any 
particular  state,  whether  for  pay,  snbaistencey  forage  or  depreciatioDy  be  ad- 
justed by  the  auditor  of  the  army  in  some  one  of  the  departments  or  dis- 
tricts: that  the  balances  respectively  due  be- certified  in  specie-value,  and 
duplicates  he  transmitted  to  the  board  of  treasury  ;  that  in  <;ettlino;  tiie  de- 
preciation accounts,  the  resolution  of  Congress  ot  the  28th  of  June  last,  be 
con?;<lered  as  thescalo.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  all  warrants  issued  by  the  board  of  war,  in  favnur  of  offi- 
cers returned  from  captivity,  for  specie,  contrary  to  the  tenor  ot  tiie&e  reso- 
lutions, be  recalled. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  SttllivaD,  Mr.  SmHb«  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  26th  March  last,  from  the  go- 
T6mor  of  Tl^inia, 

Ordered,  That  governor  Jefferson  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of 
the  S6th  March  last,  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  rules  established  bf  tbe 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  colenel  Oavis  to  exercise  a'ci^il 
appointment  whilst  he  retains  his  rank  in  the  armj. 

TUESDAY,  .^pril  17,  1781. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

Resolved,  That  the  ciothier-general,  before  he  enters  into  office,  shall 
give  bond  in  such  sum  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall  ttilnk  sufticient,  with 
two  or  more  suilicieat  sureties,  for  the  due  peiionnauce  of  hiri  oliice,  which 
bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the  treasury -office. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  ciothier-general;  and.  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Mr.  John  Mojian  was  elected,  having  been  pretiottslj  nuBii- 
nated  by  Mr.  Bnrke. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^prii  18,  1781. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Wolcott,  haying 

.  been  appointt'd  to  estimate  and  state  the  amount  of  the  debts  due  from  the 
United  i:?t;itt  s  with  the  necessary  estimates  for  the  current  year,  as  near 
as  can  be  done,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid  befoie  theii  i  e'^|jectlve 
legislatures;  and  having  bruugiit  in  a  report,  the  same  was  twice  read,  de- 
bated by  paragraphs,  and  agreed  to.  (See  appendix.) 

Oidtred,  Tliat  copies  thereot  be  sent  to  llie  severui  states. 

* 

THURSDAY,  Jpril  19, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-York,  in  par- 

suance  of  instructions  from  his  constituents,  it  was  resolved  as  follows: 

Whereas  difierences  have  arisen  between  quarter-masters  and  com  mis- 
iarte8,and  persons*  claiming  to  be  creditors  of  the  United  8tates»  for  articles 
furnished  by  or  taken  from  them,  and  for  services  performed  by  them,  for 
M^hich  no  vouchers  have  been  p^iven,  or  for  whit  h  the  vouchers  may  he  lost, 
or  having  vouchers  it  is  doubttul  whether  the  account  can  be  adjusted  in 
either  of  the  departments  oi  the  quarter -master  general  or  couimisnary- 
.  general  ;  to  remedy  which, 

Jlesoivtd,  That  every  such  claim  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  inspection  of  the  continental  commissioners  for  auditing  and 
adjusting  accounts,  and  by  them  certified,  shall,  by  the  ^narter-master  or 
commissary,  be  allowed  and  maybe  paid,  or  certificates  given  for  the  same, 
in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  26th  August,  1780. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Dnane,  Mr. 
Wolcott,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  March  10th,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  was  taken  into  consideration; 
and  the  same  being  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  i 
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QritTidt  That  m  copy  thereof  be  tnuisniltted  to  the  general  court  of  the 
eemmonweiUth  of  MaaMchosettt»  in  eniwer  to  their  letter  of  lOth  March  last. 

FRIDAY,  Jiprll  20,  1781. 

I1ie  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-York  laid  before  the  hoate  inatnictiooa 
froin«the  legislature  of  that  state,  which  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  coiiinnUee  on  the  letter  of  28(h 
March,  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New- York  : 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  SalHvan  add 
Mr.  Motte,  to  whota  was  referred  a  uieiuurial  of  coloael  Hazen,  and  a  letter 
of  March  I  at  from  eenerai  Washington,  was  taken  into  connderation  i 
Whereupon,  ^  ' 

Bmhtdt  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  depreciation  that  is  due  to  colonel  Moses  Haaen^ 
the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  his  regiment  that  are  not  considered  as  a 
part  of  either  of  tlie  United  States'  quotas,  and  give  tj|iem  loan-office  certifi- 
cate s  for  the  sums  that  maj  be  found  due  to  them,  payable  in  three  years 
from  the  first  day  of  Januarv  last,  with  interest ;  the  depreciation  to  be  cal- 
culated by  the  san^e  scdIc  by  which  ti>e  state  of  Massachusetts  calculated 
the  depreci.it  I  on  due  to  tlie  tioops  of  that  state. 

Resoivedf  I  hiit  24  doliars,  in  bilia  of  the  new  emission,  be  paid  to  each 
'  non-commissioaed  ufl5cer  and  private  soldier  belonging  to  colonel  Mo&es 
Hazen'b  regiment,  who  is  not  considered  as  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any 
#f  the  United  States* 

Beaolvedy  That  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen's  regiment, 
lie  paid  up  in  the  same  manner  the  battalions  belonging  to  the  respective 
ntotes  are  paid,  and  be  sopplied  with  clothing  in  the  same  proportion  that 
other  continental  troops  are  snpplied* 

Betolved,  That  colonel  Hazen's  regiment  be  recruited  to  its  original  es* 
tablishment  so  soon  as  the  finances  of  the  United  States  will  admit  of  the 
same  being  done. 

Resolved,  I  hat  it  he,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  states  of  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  PenusylvaniSy 
Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  make  good  the  depreciation  of  the 
monthly  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belongino;  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen's 
regiment  that  are  considered  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  respective  states 
afonisaid,  in  the  same  manner  they  have  made  good  the  depreciation  to  the 
officers  and  soldiert  in  the  battalion  belonging  to  the  lines  of  those  states 
respectively. 

SATURDAY,  dprU  21,  1781. 

A  memorial  from  F.  Hopkinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  was  read.: 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury;  and  that 
the  board  of  treasury  take  order  and  give  directions  that  the  remainder  of 
the  emissions  of  May,  1777,  and  April,  1778,  which  are  yet  uncancelled 
and  undestroyed,  be  delivered  to  the  coivimissioners appointed  to  coTint  and 
burn  the  same,  to  be  by  tliem  counted  aiid  burned  at  the  ollice  where  they 
are  now  counting  and  destroying  other  emissions  of  continental  currency ; 
nndthat  Francis  Hopkinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  be  excused  from  further  at- 
tendance on  that  bnsinaas* 

On  the  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Burke^ 
Mr.  Woleotty  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  13th  of  March  last,  from 
Mr.  Morris : 

Jiisohedp  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,.and  he  is  hereby  autho* 
rized  to  remove  from  office  or  employment,  for  incapacity,  negligence,  die* 
honesty  or  other  misbehaviour,  such  persons,  not  immediately  appointed  by 
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the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  it  are  or  maj  be  official  I jrefttmit- 
•d  with,  and  immediatelj  employed  in  the  ezpeoditere  of  the  public  suppttMi, 
stores  and  other  property ;  in  stating;,  examining  and  passing  the  public  ac- 
counts, or  in  the  receipt  of  the  continental  revenues  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  (»f  the  said  pprxm^  as  are  or  may  be  in  his  jud^jnient  unnecessary, 
reporting  to  such  authoi  iiy,  board,  minister  ()r«)flice,  lu  whom  it  may  beloB( 
to  supply  the  vacancy,  the  respective  names  of  the  persims  so  removed  : 

That  he  be  authorized  to  suspend  fioni  office  or  employment,  for  similar 
causes,  persons  officially  employed  and  entrusted  as  aioresaid,  immediatelT 
appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  reporting  forthwith 
their  names  and  the  reasoa  of  suspensioo  $ 

Provided,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid,  are  or  maj 
be  amenable  to  the  law  martial,  the  superintendeot  be,  and  be  is  hereby 
Mthorised  and  directed,  if  he  shall  deem  it  most  eipedient  for  the  pnUic 
•enrice,  to  put  them  in  arrest  by  order  in  writing,  and  to  apply  to  the  ofBcer 
whose  duty  it  may  be,  to  order  a  court  martial ;  and  sncb  elietria  hereby 
directed  to  order  proceedings  on  the  arrest  accordingly  : 

I'liat  ill  every  case  of  sti'^pcnsioa,  all  pay  and  emoluments  cease  from  the 
date  thereof,  unle^!.s  the  ptM  soim  suspended  be,  upon  trial,  acquitted  and  re- 
stored; and  the  supe nnti  ndent  shall  have  power  to  supply  the  place  when  it 
may  be  necessary,  by  a  teiupnnuy  appouUiueat,  to  continue  until  the  persoa 
suspended  be  restored  or  dismissed  : 

That  the  aforesaid  powers  shall  notbe  constroedte  interfere  with  the  rank« 
commission  or  military  doty  of  any  officer  in  the  line  of  the  army,  or  these 
who  may  be  duly  eotmsted  with  money  for  secret  services  by  Congress,  or 
the  commander  m  chief  of  the  army,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  aepaimU 
department ; 

That  the  powers  aforesaid  be  exercised  during  the  fdeasnre  of  Congresi* 

but  not  to  extend  beyond  the  duration  of  the  war : 

OrdpTi'd,  That  the  committee  liave  leave  to  sit  a2:ain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  herondt'd  \\y  Mr,  Varnum,  I 
Ordered,  That  Kzekiel  Cornell,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  ' 
war,  have  leave  of  ah-iencc  loi  !^ix  weeks  a^^reeably  to  his  request: 

That  the  said  E.  t'tu  neil  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  visit  the  military  i 
stores  and  laboratory  to  the  eastward,  in  the  department  of  the  comiuissar?  ' 
of  military  stores,  and  to  take  measures  for  remeviag  arms^  am  monition  anil 
stores  from  thence  to  the  main  army,  or  to  the  southward ;  and  to  correct  i 
abuses  in  the  said  department,  agreeably  to  instruetiona  he  nay  reueivefims 
the  board  of  war  for  diese  purposes. 

MONDAY,  ^pril  23,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  president  Wear,  of  New-Hampshire,  was  read, 

enclosing  an  act  passed  by  the  le^^islature  of  that  state,  to  authorize  tlieCon* 
gre-^s  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  levy  a  duty  not  exceeding  five  per 
centum,  upon  goods  imported  into  and  prizes  condemned  withiu  that  state.  ' 

WEDNESDAY,  April  1781. 

M r.  Nicholas  Eveleigh,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  South-Carulioa,  attended, 
'   and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slat  March,  from  brigadier-general  Moultrie,  to  the  dele* 
gates  of  South-Carolina,  was  read,  enchMing  a  letter  of  Slat  March  from  Tho* 
mas  Hey  ward,  and  an  affidavit  of  Thomas^ohnson  and  James  M^QueeByre- 
lative  to  the  cimdnct  of  George  Ashby,  of  Salem,  a  commander  of  a  privateer 
cutter,  who,  upon  capturing  the  schooner  Endeavour,  commanded  by  the 
above  named  T,  Johnson,  took,  as  is  therein  set  forth,  several  cases  of  li- 
quors, packages  and  bundies  of  clothes^  and  ttoiiey»  th*  profertjr  of  aiui 
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coDsigned  to  ledtlemen,  prisiniers  of  war,  who  had  been  sent  from  Charles* 
ton  to  St  Augastine  ;  and  also  intercepted  and  refused  to  re-deliver  letters 
written  to  the  said  prisoners  bj  their  friends  and  near  relations: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  and  papers  be  transmitted  to  the  governor 
of  the  conjmonwealth  of  Mansachusetts :  and  that  because  enquiry  to  be 
mnde  into  tie  charges  exhibited  against  cnptain  Ashby,  aud  if,upoi}  enquiry, 
captain  Asliby  shall  be  found  guilty  ot  what  is  charged  ajrainst  hitn,  to 
cause  such  punishment  to  be  inflicted  011  ilic  said  Ashby  as  tlie  laws  of  the 
state  shall  authorize  ;  and  tliut  the  govcrnoi  of  the  said  c()truiu)nwealth  be 
requested  to  commutiicate  to  Congress,  the  result  of  such  enquiry. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  colonel  Moses 
Hazen»  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  l*hat  the  boani  of  treasury  place  to  the  credit  of  colonel  Mosea 
Halcen,  the  sum  of  13,386  2-90  of  a  dollar  soecie,  being  the  principal  and 
iatereit  of  the  nooejdM  to  him  to  the  lat  of  May  1 781 ;  and  that  the  same 
l^r  an  intereat  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent*  per  annum  from  the  1st  daj  of 
liaj  nextaforeaaid*  nntii  paid. 

THURSDAY,  Jpril  26,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  general  Washington,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Mesolvcd^  Tliat  the  <|tiarter-master  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  apputnt  cohjnel  Chainpion,  of  Newport,  a  bai  rack-master  to  the  French 
army ;  and  tu  annex  to  that  oilice  a  salary,  not  exceeUm^  the  pay  ui  au  assist- 
ant deputy  quarter-master. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  l6th  March  laat»  on  a  letter  of  15tli 
'  of  the  same  month  from  the  pay-master  general,  waa  taken  into  conaidera* 
tion ;  and,  thereupon* 

Metolved^  That  the  pay  of  captain  lieutenants  of  artillery,  and  of  lieute- 
nants and  seijeants  of  infantry,  be  paid  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  at  the 
rate  fixed  for  the  pay  of  those  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  respec- 
tively, on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1778,  anj  former  resolution  of  Coogresa  im 
the  contrary  hereof  notwithstaidiiig. 

The  board  ot  treasury  reported  that  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  5i\\ 
day  of  Sej>fernber  last,  they  have  prepared  loan-office  certihcate*  to  the 
amount  (it  1,000,000  of  dollars  specie  value,  which  are  ready  to  be  sent  for- 
ward to  the  several  coatincutal  loan-offices ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  several  continental  loan-offices 
iuue  the  apecie  certificates  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  the  5th  September^ 
1780,  only  on  their  receiving  specie,  or  upon  the  order  of  Coj)gresi»  or  of  the 
board  of  treasury,  for  the  balance  of  accounts  liquidated  in  specie  value.  . 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  cause  the  rampart  muskets  in  their  poa* 
session  to  be  repaired  ;  and  forward,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  the  exe- 
cutives of  the  states  of  Vir«i;inia  and  North-Carolina,  a  quantity  not  exceed- 
ing '^OOO,  to  cacli  state,  clKir^uiir  to  the  said  states  respectively,  the  value  of 
the  muskets,  witli  Uie  expense  of  repairing  and  transporting  them. 

FRIDAY,  Jpril  27,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  2Gth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  John  Uradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  deliver  to  the 

auarter-master  general,  or  his  order,  all  the  duck  in  his  hands  belonging  to 
le  United  States,  proper  for  tents. 

On  a  further  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  13th  March  from 
Robert  Morris, 

In  order  that  the  superintendent  of  finance  may  be  at  liberty  to  devote hw 
time  and  attention  to  the  more  immediate  duties  of  office* 
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Ppsnlved,  That  he  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  hj  letter  of 
attorney,  or  oth«:wisp,  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  proper,  to 
prosecute  or  defend  for  him  in  his  official  capacity,  or  in  bebalf  of  the  Uoit* 
eii  States,  in  all  places  where  the  same  may  be  necessary  : 

That  tlie  oath  of  office  to  be  taken  by  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  as  fol- 
lows ;  I  — .  do  swear  or  atiit  ni,  that  I  will  truly  and  impartially  execute 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  oi  America, 
to  which  I  am  appointed ;  afid  will,  in  all  respects*  dischai^  the  trast  repos- 
ed in  me  by  the  said  appointment,  with  fidelity,  justice*  ana  integrity*  to  the 
best  of  my  skill  and  understanding : 

That  the  form  of  the  commission  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  at 
f  follows : 

Hie  United  states  in  Cangreit  iHembkd*  to  CttdSia^t 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  jour  fidelity,  diligencoi  and 
ability,  have  constituted  and  appointed,  and  do  by  these  presents*  constitute 
and  appoint,  you  the  said  — ,  to  be  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the 

•  United  States,  hereby  giving  and  granting  to  you  all  powers,  privileges,  an* 
thorities,  and  emoluments,  which  to  the  said  office  now  do  or  nereafter  may 
belong  or  appertain. 

Witness  his  excellcacy,  Samuel  Huntin^on,  president  of  Congress,  %t  Philadelphia,  the 
dft^  of        m  the  year  of  mv  Load  one  thoueand  acTen  hundred  and  eightjr- 
one*  and  m  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

SATURDAY,  Jipril  28.  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  a  memorial  of  the  oflicersof  col.  Baldwin's 
regiment  of  artiPfrers,  was  read  ;  Wfiereupon, 

Besolved/Vhdt  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  to  which  thej  respe(  live- 
ly belon;2^.  to  make  up  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  according  to  the  real  value 
of  their  vvages  at  the  time  ot  their  establishment,  to  the  officers  and  men  now, 
or  iate  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  commanded  by  cqI.  Baldwin. 

MONDAY,  47riM0,  im. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  on  a  memorial  of  Elgah  Weed,  keeper  of  - 
the  state  prison*  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  the  kee|>er  of  the  state  prison,  and  the  officers 
employed  under  him,  be  fixed  in  specie,  as  follows: 

I  he  keeper,  two  dollars  per  day;  an  .assistant^  one  dollar  per  day;  a 
turnkey^  2-3ds  of  a  dollar. 

WEDNESDAY,  .Man  ^^'81. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  tlie  board  ot  war,  was  read,  informing  that,  by  the 
death  of  coi.  t  lower,  the  place  of  commissary-general  of  military  stores  is 
vacant. 

-  On  the  report  of  a  comniiitee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr,  Atlee, 
Mr.  Walton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th  April,  from  brigadier- 
gcuetal  Moultrie,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  officers  belongisig  to  the 
states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  to  PolaskPs  and  Armand's  legion- 
ary corps,  now  prisoners  in  Charleston :  . 

Ordmd,  That  the  board  of  war  take  immediate  measures  for  remittine 
to  Cliarleston  600  hogsheads  of  the  tobacco  now  in  the  commonwealth  of  ^ 
Vtfginia,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  above  mentioned 
prisoners  of  war, -and  such  of  the  militia  of  the  states  of  South-C^arolina  and 
Georgia,  as  were  actually  taken  in  arms,  and  remain  prisoners  of  war : 

That  the  board  of  war  appoint  a  proper  person  to  dispose  of  the  tobacco 
in  Charleston,  with  orders  to  render,  as  soon  as  may  be^  an  account  ot  the 
sales,  to  be  lodged  with  the  board  of  treasury.  ' 
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On  motion  nf  Mr.  Duane,  secnnded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
I^psolvpd,  That  iieutenant-colonel  Fleurj  be  permittod  to  remtiu  OH  fur 
lougU  uatii  Cungresa  »hail  (itherwise  direct. 

FRIDAY,  May  4,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  rommittee,  consihting;  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Biand.  to  whDin  was  referred  a  letter  of  Mdich  16th,  1780,  from  Dr.Fraak- 
lin,  and  a  memorial  of  Thomas  liutchins  : 

^Restdved,  That  lliomas  Hutchins  be  appointed  geographer  to  the  aovthern 
arm  J,  with  the  same  paj  and  emoluments  as  are  allowed  to  thegeo^pherto 
the  main  army. 

MONDAY,  May  7,  i7BU 
A  letter,  of  April  26th,  from  h  Deshon,  one  of  the  navy  board,  eastern 
department,  was  read,  reqiiestmg  leave  to  resign : 
Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  specie  certificates  to  be  issued  for  the  balance  of  ac- 
counts liquidated  in  specie  value»  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  26th  day 
of  April  last,  be  made  payable  in  one  year  from  the  time  of  issuing  the  8ame» 

TUESDAY,  May  8, 1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  memoi  ial  of  theRev.  Mr.  Rogers, 
was  taken  into  consideration ;  and.  thereupon, 

Hesnlved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autHorized 
and  directed  to  arrange  the  brigade  chaplains  of  the  several  state  lines  serr* 
ing  with  the  army,  and  the  commanding  general  of  the  soutliem  army  thosfi 
of  the  line  serving  with  that  army ;  so  as  to  retain  in  service  no  more  chap- 
lains of  each  line  than  are  equal  to  the  number  of  brigades : 

That  every  cliaplaiti  deemed  antl  certified  to  the  board  of  war  to  be  super- 
liumerary,  be  no  longer  continued  in  service,  and  bo  entitled  to  have  theiV 
depreciation  made  good,  and  to  the  hall"  pay  ol  capuiins  for  life. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  ou  the  letter  of  the  Ist,  from  the  C9mmander 
in  chiei,  was  read  j  Whereupon, 

Jlesoft!^  That  the  commanding  general  at  West-Point,  for  the  time  being, 
receive  the  extra  allowance  granted  by  Congress  to  an  officer  commanding  a 
separate  department,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Hesolved,  That  the  state  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  use  every  possi- 
ble exertion  to  re-mount  col.  Sheldon's  regiment,  and  to  equip  them  with 
such  accoutrements  as  they  can  furnish  them  with,  to  enable  them  to  take 
the  field.  ^ 

The  president  informed  the  house  that  he  was  under  a  necessity  to  return 
home,  and  therefore  desired  leave  of  absence;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  president. 

TH  URSD AY,  Jl%  1 0, 1781. 
Assslntd,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  electing  a  president  be  postponed* 

MONDAY,  May  14,  1781. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  a  delegate  for  Mar?land,  attended  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Livermore,  a  delef^ate  for  New -Hampshire,  attended  and  prodiicod 
tlie  credentials  ot  Ins  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  li.  Morris,  was  read,  signifying  his  acceptance, 
of  the  office  of  superintendent  of  finance. 

J'w^^i^P^^^  ^  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Bland, 
ami  Mr.  Carroll,  to  wIiqcu  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  8th,  from  senerai 
Wasbineton,  .     *  e 

Vol:  ill.  rs 
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»u  •  ,  ssssssssz:  =ag=aBsaM— as  I 

Semflvedt  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  theeiecutive  authority  is 
lihe  seTenQ  states,  from  New-Haiii|»hire  tn  Pennsylvania,  inclunive,  to  for- 
ward OD  to  each  place,  as  the  quarter  master  general  shall  direct,  at  the  expense 
of  the  respective  states,  in  the  first  instance,  all  such  supplies  of  provisions  as 
thej  liave  been  called  upon  to  furnish  bv  the  resolution  ot  ('(mgress,  of  4th 
N(»veniber  last  ;  and  that  all  such  necessary  expense  as  any  of  the  said  states 
are  at  in  transporting  the  provisions  aforesaid,  shaii  Ue  placed  to  the  credit 
oi  tlie  ]»Utes  respectively.  > 

TUESDAY,  May  15,  I78h 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  8th»  from  gea.  Wathiogton,  deliverid 

in  a  further  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordrred,  That  the  board  of  adrnirnlty  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief  ten  of  the  heavy  cannofj  imported  for  tlie  si'ventj* four  gun  ship 
at  Portsmouth,  for  the  use  of  the  ii;arris(m  at  Rhode-Ishuid. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  ot  ofticei^s  in  the  hospital  department 
for  the  southern  arnty,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Dr.  David  Oliphant  vias 
elected  deputy  director ;  Peter  Fayssou  chief  physician  of  the  hospital ;  James 
Brown  chief  physician  of  the  army  ;  Robert  Jtihniton  and  William  Reed| 
hospital  physicians  $  having  been  prevloualy  nominated     Mr.  Matthews* 

A  report  of  the  medical  committee  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Wher«- 
upon, 

Resolved^  That  all  such  officers  of  the  medical  department,  appointed  un« 
der  the  directorship  of  Dr.  Oliphant,  as  are  now  in  captivity  in  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgi:i,  and  have  the  charge  of  the  sick  prisoners  in  tho*»e  states, 
be  coiitinued  in  their  respective  offices  as  fieret(dore,  and  be  ctmsidereii  as 
vested  with  the  same  pow  er,  and  entitled  to  ihe  same  j>rivdeges  and  emolu- 
ments, as  they  had  and  enjoyed  before  tlieii  captiviiy,  to  extend  no  furtiier 
lhan  to  the  troops  and  hospitals  within  ttte  enemy's  lines.  , 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr. 
T«ndyke,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  BIr.  Madiaon, 

•  Ordered*  That  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  John  Pierce,  pay -maater  general.  | 
fpon  the  loan-offices  of  the  states  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  in 
bills  of  the  new  emission,  arising  from  the  four-tenths  of  the  10,000,000  is- 
sued in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  tSth  March,  1780,  and  that  the  same  be  | 
iapplied  to  the  paying  the  lines  of  the  said  states  respectively,  viz.  oti  the 
commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  for 
25,b63  dollars  ;  on  the  coinmissir)ner  of  the  continental  loan-oliite  for  the 
state  of  Maryhind,  for  l'25,14f^  dollars  ;  and  on  that  for  the  state  of  Virginia, 
for  SS7,279  dollars  ;  for  which  sums  the  said  J.  Pierce,  pay -master  geueral, 
i»  to  be  accountable. 

WEDNESDAY.  wl%  16,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th,  Irooi  E.  Forman,  was  read  ;  Whereupon,  ' 
Thi*  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  ; 
Hoot,  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  exhibited  by  the  treaxarer  of  loans  ■ 
against  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treiisury,  tog;ether  with  tlie  reports 
0?  the  committee  on  that  subject,  was  called  for ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
was  accepted  aiid  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  jou  rnal . 

The  report  is  as  follows :  That  on  the  first  of  April,  1780,  the  treasury 
board,  consisting  of  two  members  of  Congress  and  one  commissioner,  order- 
ed the  foHouing  advertisement  to  be  published,  viz.  For  the  information  uf 
auch  persons  as  have  bosiness  with  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
notice  is  given,  that  the  hours  appointed  to  i-eceive  applications,  are  from 
twelve  at  noon  to  two,  and  iVoni  four  to  ftve  in  the  afternoon;"  and  on  the 
24th  June,  1780,  the  treasury  board,  consisting  of  two  members  of  Con  j^ress 
and  three  commissioners,  ordered  that  the  treasurer  of  loans  transmit  to  tht* 
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board  i>f  treasury  all  applications  from  the  several  loan  offices  for  loan-office 
certificates,  bills  of  exchange,  or  other  thin^;  appertaining  to  their  respectiye 
•fioea^  lar  certified  €Q|h«b  of  such  applications.  Your  commttlee  find  ihkt 
Hie  Mtablithment  of  the  aforesaid  regolatioiia*  which  appear  to  have  been 
adopted  for  jood  purposes,  and  the  endeavors  of  the  vbmniissionm  to  carry 
them  into  effect,  gave  rise  to  the  imputation  of  undue  pride  and  insolence  of 
elBce  contained  in  the  first  article.  With  respect  to  the  second  article  of 
charge,  far  issuing  absuid  and  incorrect  orders,  jour  committee  find  that  the 
mistiike*!  and  errors  referred  to,  were  timely  rectified  without  any  injury  to 
the  public,  a[)pedi  to  have  been  accidental,  and  mostly  owing  to  some  iuaccu- 
racies  in  tlie  ofRcial  returns  made  to  the  board. 

««  Your  ccHiutnttee  further  find,  that  the  state  of  tlie  trea8ury,and  the  many 
large  drafts  upon  it,  often  make  it  necessary,  in  particular  emergencies,  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  some  wan  ants  in  order  to  save  the  public  from 
suffering  the  mcyt  esseatial  injury ;  a&d  that  the  board  of  treasury,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid*  did  exercise  a  controlins  power  over  payments  at  the 
treasury,  which  appeare  to  be  the  grouiid  of  the  chaise  contained  in  the 
third  article* 

**  Your  committee  further  find*  that  the  treasurer  of  loans,  pursuant  to  the 
orders  of  the  board  of  treasury,  made  return  of  aii  loan-otiice  certificates  re- 
ceived and  issued  by  him,  with  the  times  wljen,  and  persons  to  whom,  and 
also  of  all  those  which  remained  on  hand,  which  return  is  dated  the  17th  of 
March,  17B0:  that  one  of  tlie  commissioners  afterwards  made  this  entry  at 
the  foot  of  one  of  the  columns  of  200  dollars,  vix.  "March  29th,  So.  Ca.  250 
which  appears  to  have  been  d(me  without  any  design  or  scarcely  a  possi- 
bility ofityuring  any  person  thereby,  but  merely  fur  the  purpose  of  having* 
the  whole  in  one  view ;  which  is  all  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  4th  article^  i 
which  is  for  interlining  and  altering  accounts  filed  to  the  records  of  tiieir 
oflice.  .  - 

<^  Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  none  of  the  articles 
of  charie;e  aforesaid  agsinst  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasurj  are 
supported,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  acquitted  therefrom. 

THURSDAY,  May  17,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  nf  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
the  lion  orabit  tniiiistt  r  of  Frauce,  was  taken  into  coasderation i  Whereupooy 

it  was  re-uived  a;^  follows  ; 

W  liereas  the  honorable  the  minister  of  France  hath  represented  to  us  that 
the  precautions  pointed  out  in  t)ie  reholutioti  of  Cutkgicss  oi  the  11th  Novem- 
ber«  1780,  are  insiHficient  to  prevent  the  abuse  which  the  British  maj  make 
ef  papers  or  clearances  they  may  take  in  American  prises,  if  confined  to  ves* 
scls  of  war,  and  not  extended  to  merchant  VeiselSy  and  in  general  all  vesseli 
despatched  from  the  United  States ;  therefore,  • 

HuoUftdt  That  it  be,  and  herebv  is,  recommended  to  the  le^slatures  of 
the  several  states,  that  they  enact  laws  as  soon  as  may  be,  ordering  the  naval 
officers  in  their  respective  ports,  to  require  the  master  and  chief  mate  of  all 
vessels,  unarmed  as  well  as  armed,  which  sIkiII  be  despatched  from  their 
respective  ports,  to  undersign  their  clearances  in  the  presence  of  t!ie  naval 
ofiicer  of  the  port ;  who  is  also  to  insert  on  the  bac  k  of  the  clearance,  a  mi- 
nute description  of  the  persons  of  the  master  and  his  mate,  with  their  age, 
stature,  complexion,  &.c.  reapecUveiy,  and  to  curlify  tlie  same  under  his  sig' 
nature  and  seal  of  office.' 

A  refiort  of  the  board  of  war  on  letters  and  papers  of  lieutenant-oeloiiel 
Dericks,  was  taken  ioto  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Hemdved,  That  lient  col.  Dericks  be  informed,  that  although  Congreie 
have  received  the  meet  satisfaetoij  preoft  of  his  zeai  aiid  capacitj  to  serve 
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these  Uiiiteii  states,  it  ig  iutpracticableto  euipioj  iiiiit  in  the  service  ot  thes^ 
States  consistent  with  the  arrangement  of  the  ariiij :  that  his  account  tor  paj 
and  sttbsitteilce  be  settled  br  the  board  of  treisurj  in  apeeie  valve,  up  to 
thb  daj ;  and  that  the  baard  of  treasury  take  order  for  tlie  pajment  of  the 
baUmoe  that  siall  be  fouad  doe  to  him,  together  with  a  aom  eqval  to  «no 
year's  pay  ;  and  that  from  henceforward  he  be  no  longer  eAtitled  to  |iaj 
and  sabsistence,  pursuant  to  the  resoltttioji  of  Deceinb|r£9th,  1779. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  on  the  accoaats  of  Stephen  Ge- 
fonio,  was  taken  into  consideniion  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordpredj  I'hat  tlie  board  of  treasury  pass  55,(x50  livres  of  St.  Domingo,  t© 
the  credit  of  Stephen  Ceronio,  bfing  the  balance  of  lus  accounts  as  conti- 
nental agent  at  the  Cape,  to  bear  an  interest  ut  su  percent,  per  annual  from 
this  day  until  paid. 

FRIDAY,  .May  18,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones, 
That  the  board  of  warbe,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  transmit  to  brigadier- 
general  Wayne,  copies  ot  tlie  intelligence  received  yesterday,  relating  to  the 
iailine  of  the  British  fleet  from  New-York;  and  that  gen.  Wayne  b^,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed,  in  case  the  sapplies  of  provisions  and 
forage,  necessary  for  the  immediate  march  of  the  detachment  tinder  his  com- 
mand to  the  southern  department  cannot  be  otherwisejibtaiaed,  to  impress 
the  same,  and  to  report  the  amount  thereof  to  the  exetutiTes  of  the  stafca 
within  which  the  same  shall  be  taken ;  such  states  t(x  be  credited  thereftras 
part  of  the  specific  supplies  due  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  J.  Jones, 


N.'^Hfxmpdniret  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Livermorc, 
Mktsadiutettt,  Mr.  Lovell, 

MhotU-Island,    Mr.  Vamum, 
Connecticut,     Mr.  iluntiiigtoo, 
Penruiflvania,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 
T.  SmMi,  , 
Marylandf       Mr.  Carroll, 

Jenifer, 


ay  S.  ♦ 

ay  >♦ 

no ) 
«y  >  no 

ay  5  ^ 


Virginia, 

S.-Cat-oUna, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Jones, 

ay  \ 

Madison, 

ay/ 

Bland, 

M.  Snuthy 

•r; 

Mr.  Rharpe, 

ay 

Johnson, 

ay  5 
ay) 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Bee, 

ay  1 

»r 

Kveleigh, 

Mr.  Few, 

av  ) 

ay 

Howly, 

-A 

8o  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  attirmative*  ^  "  : 

MONDAY,  May  21,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Vamnm  and 
Mr*  At}ea»  to  whom  was  raferMd  a  letter  of  the  18th»  from  maior-gea*  Gates  i 
'  Btuhed,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  5th  of  October  last,  directing  a  coiilri 
of  enquiry  to  be  held  on  the  conduct  of  major-general  Gates,  as  commander 
of  the  southern  army ;  and  directing  the  commander  in  chief  to  appoint  an 
offioer  to  Gommatid  the  southern  army  in  the  room  of  general  Gates,  until 
such  enquiry  be  made;  did  not  operate  as  a  suspension  of  general  Gates 
from  his  command  in  the  line  of  the  army  at  Iar<r(>,  :ts  m  tnaj(»r-geiieral ;  anH, 
as  Worn  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  southern  jiepiu  t ineiit,  such  court  ot 
enquiry  cannot  be  speedily  held,  that  major-general  Gates  be  informed,  that 
be  is  at  liberty  to  repair  to  head -quarters,  and  take  such  command  as  the 
commander  in  chief  shall  direct. 

TUESDAY,  May  22,  1781. 

The  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  SuHiwi, 
Mr*  M.  Smith,  Mr.  C)ymer«  appointed  to  devise  further  ways  and  means  to 

carry  on  the  present  campai^^n,  &c.  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  the 
clause  being  under  debate^  wHere  the  states  are  to  be  informedy  *'  That  it  is, 
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tipecled  they  will  severally  direct  their  treasurers  to  accept  the  bills  that. 

may  be  drawn  upon  them  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Ignited  St  ates  as  soon  as 
pre<<entod,  and  take  eftiectual  measures  to  enable  their  respective  treasurer* 
to  pay  t[ie(0  punctually  as  they  becunie  due,  *•  in  real  efficient  money,  that 
is  to  say,  either  in  silver  and  guld,  or  in  paper  equivalent  thereto,  according 
to  th<'  connnon  rate  or  difference  betM  een  such  pa[)er  and  silver  iu  the  course 
of  dealings  in  their  respective  btates  at  the  time  of  payment,'* 

On  tlie.  question  to  agree  to  the  latter  part  of  this  clause^  from  the  word 
"  due**  to  the  end,  the'  jeas  miid  nays  being  required  by  Mr.T*  Smithy 


ConnecHctitf 


Wr.  SuHivan, 
Liverraorey 

no 
no 

^no 

Mr-Lorell, 

no 

^no 

Ward, 

no 

Mr.  Huntington, 

no 

^: 

&Ir.  Witherspooiv 

no 

Mr.  Atlrr, 

ay" 

Ovincr, 

ay 

Cay 

T."  Smith, 

ay 

Hr.  Jenifer, 
,Cairon» 

no 

^no 

BO 

Maduion^ 
•Bhmd, 
M.  Smith, 
N,-Carolina,     Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson,' 

S^Canlina,     Mr.  M  tthewi, 

Motte, 

Georgia,        Ur:  Walto^ 

Pew, 
Howly, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
•The  report  bein^  tarther  lU hated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  whole  debts  already  due  by  the  United  States,  be  H- 

Saidated  as  6oon  as  may  be  to  their  specie  value,  and  funded,  li  agreeai^le  to 
he  ereditorsy  as  a  loan  upon  interest :  tlrnt  the  states  be  severally  informed, 
that  the  calonlatioiis  of  the  eipenses  of  tlte  present  campaign  are  made  in. 
aolSdeeui,  and  cessequently  tnat  the  requisitions  from  them  respectively, 
beine  grounded  on  those  calculations,  must  be  complied  with  in  such  manner 
as  enectually  to  answer  the  purpose  designed:  that  experience  having  evin- 
ced the  inemcacy  of  all  attempts  to  support  the  credit  of  paper-money  by 
compulsory  acts,  it  is  recommended  to  such  states*  where  laws  making  pa- 
per bills  a  tender  yet  exist,  to  repeal  the  same : 

That  the  states  be  further  inloniied,  that  the  exi^jency  and  situation  ot 
public  aflkirs  is  such,  that  any  further  delay  in  complying  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  Congress  must  prove  ruinous;  and  that  therefore  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States  is  directed  immediately  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurers 
etf  the  several  states,  payable  at  thirty  days  sight,  for  their  respective  quotas 
af  ti)e  3,000,000  of  dollars,  called  for  on  the  36th  day  of  August.  178O9  and 
which  was  to  have  been  paid  into  the  continental  treasury  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  December  last ;  and  that  he  will  in  like  manner  continue  to  draw 
onlers  on  them  for  their  respective  quotas  of  the  sums  called  for  by  the  acts 
of  the  4th  November  and  16th  March  last,  as  they  become  due  ;  and  that  it 
is  expected  th^  states  will  severally  direct  their  treasurers  to  accept  those 
orders  as  soon  as  [U  Lsented,  and  take  effectual  measures  to  enable  their  re* 
apective  treasurers  to  pay  them  punctually  as  they  become  due: 

That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  they  are  lu  I  '  liy  directed  to  estimate  the 
supplies  of  the  northern  and  southern  army  in  t  ations,  specifying  of  what  a 
ration  is  to  consist;  and  that  proposals  be  taken  in  for  supplying  these  at  a 
Stipulated  price  In  snld  and  snver,  by  a  conti-act  or  contracts,  from  the  1st 
of  )uly  next  to  the  tst  day  of  January,  1782: 

That  a  right  be  made  out  to  the  contractor  or  contractors,  to  receive  the 
specific  supplies  required  by  Congress,  at  such  price  as  shall  be  agreed  on, 
in  part  payment  of  the  stipulations  in  the  contracts. 

WEDNESDAY,  i^Tay  S3,  irsi. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  (^Hf  r.  Bland,  Mr,  Matthews,  Mr. 
Howly,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  beard  of  war»  was  taken  into  coiiside** 
ration;  andy.oD  the  question  to  agrees.  '    '  - 
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That  the  hoard  of  war  be  authorized  to  remove  tKe  convention  prisoners^ 
to  8!!ch  place  or  places  in  the  cnmmonwpMlth  of  Massachu?iett8  il  they  ahtU 
think  proper*  the  jreas  and  najs  tieiag  required  by  Mr.  Ward* 


Georgia, 


K^mmpOire,  Mr.  Sullivan. 

LivermoN^ 
Mattaekiiutt;  Mr.  LoveU* 

Wttdt 

MpAMuid,  Mr.  Vftmum, 

ComeeUciU,      Mr  HuntingttN^ 
P^mujfhenia^  Mr.  Atlee, 

T.  Sniitll^ 

Mar^amk      Mr.  Jenifer,  • 

Carroll, 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  m^tle  by  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Clymer, 

That  the  board  ot  war  take  order  to  remove  the  convention  troops,  in  sndi 

tnantier  and  to  such  pUce  as  thejr  think  moat  conducive  to  the  good  of  the 

union  iu  general. 
On  whwK  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 


-^div. 

ay  V* 

ay  }  * 
ay) 


Ifr*  Jones, 

Madison* 
Bljuid» 
Mr.  Shirpe, 
Johnson* 
Mr.  Matthew^ 
Bee, 

Evelcigh, 
Mr.  Few, 
Hovlf* 


Rhodt^hlmidy 


Maryland, 


Mr.  SuUivan 
LiverraoK^ 

Mr.  LovelV 

M'ard, 
Mr.  Vamum, 
Mr.  Huntington* 
Ifr.Atlee, 

Clynier, 

T.' Smith, 
Mr.Cam>]]* 

Jenifer* 


div. 


ay  I 
no  S 

a  y>  ay 
ay  1 


N.'CaroiinOf 


Mr.  Jones, 

Madison* 

Uand 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  bbarpe, 

Johfisoi^ 
Mr.  MatOiewi^ 

Bee, 

Eveieirii* 
MhFev, 


ay) 
av  / 

•y{«f 

ayl 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolved,  That  the  etatet  through  which  they  may  pass*  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  necessary  g;uardab  and  to  supply  the  naid  priioiiera  and  guards 
with  provisions  throng^  their  respeettfe  states  to  the  placeor  places  to  whkli 
thej  are  removed. 

THURSDAY.  Jtfa^  24,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty  on  the  petition  of  BumaiDe.  and 

liyon,  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolvedt  That  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  ti  ansmitted  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  these  United  State;*  at  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  represent  the  niatter  to  the  said  court,  and  take  such  measures  as 
he  may  judge  expedierit  to  obtain  an  order  to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  of 
Teaerille,  to  deliver  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  prize  therein 
mentioned,  to  the  owners  of  the  brigantine  Brilliant*  their  agent  or  attorney, 
the  nse  of  the  said  owners  and  the  captors. 

On  the  report  of  m  committee*  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthevrs*  Mr.  Carroll* 
Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  ^  April  from  major-general 
the  marquis  de  lay  Fayette : 

Befolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  jnst  sense  ot  tiie  pistrioticand  time« 

ly  exertions  of  the  merchants  of  B  iltimore,  who  so  jjenerously  supplied  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  about  £000  guineas*  to  enable  him  to  forward  the 
detachment  under  his  command  : 

That  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  be  assured  that  Congress  will  take  proper 
measures  to  discharge  the  engagements  he  has  entered  into  with  the  mercbaltttSs 

FRIDAY*  Matf  25*  1761. 
Onfered*  Hiat  tiie  resignation  of  Hr.  Hagan  be  accepted. 
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Oil  lite  report  ot  a  cumiuittee,  cutisisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Sul* 
'  livaQy  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  gov.  Lee,  of  MarjUwIy  of  tbe  lOtks 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  mclasttrea  for  obtaiaing  pemuasian 
to  aeod  into  New- York  and  Charlestoo,  at  the  cominoii  expense,  sodi 
ouantities  of  tobacco  as  will  be  sufficient  to  di8ebai]|e  the  arreart  due  from 
tne  American  prisoners,  who  have  been  or  aie  now  in  confinement,  and  for 
the  future  support  of  such  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  power  of 
the  eTierny  ;  and  report,  from  time  totime»  the qoantittes  of  tobacco  necea* 
lary  for  these  purposes. 

Areptirt  from  tne  buardof  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  assign  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  assist- 
ant-comuiibsiir)'  general  of  military  stores,  the  bond  or  note  given  for  the 
purchahe-moue^  ot  the  caunoa  sold  to  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia  f 
and  tliat  the  said  Samoel  Hodgdon  collect  and  naj  tbe  moniea  due  thereon» 
to  the  iron-Biaaters  who  have  caatahot  and  ah^ia  for  the  United  States^  ia 
proportion  to  their  respective  demands. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sallivan,  Mr.  Varnum, 
lAr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  i-eferred  a  letter  of  dOth  December  last*  from  the 
^^mmander  in  chief : 

Fesolved,  Tliitt  battalion  promotions  in  the  infantry,  to  the  rank  of  com- 
tnanding-othrt  I  int  lusive,  where  such  battalion  is  annejLcd  to  anj  state,  shall 
be  ill  tiie  iiueot  sucli  state: 

That  in  reg;imenis  ot  nilaatry  or  legionary  corps,  not  annexed  to  parti- 
eular  states,  promotions  totlie  rank  of  commanding-officer  inclusive}  be  regi* 
mental  or  legionary  ;  ' 

That  promotions  in  the  cavalrj  and  arttUery*  be  regimental  to  the  rank  of 
eoiiimanding-officer  inclhsive : 

.  That  the  promoting  of  battalion  officers,  to  the  rank  of  brigadiert,  be  con- 
fined to  the  following  districts,  in  each  of  which  brigadiers^  when  necessarj, 
shall  be  made  from  the  senior  officer  of  that  district,  without  regard  to  any 
particular  state :     *  * 

That  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts, be  entitled  to  four  brigadiers; 
Rh(Kie-Island  ami  Connecticut,  two  brigadiers ;  New-York  and  New-Jersey, 
inrludirig  colonel  Hazen's  regiment,  two  brigadiers ;  Pennsylvania,  two 
brigadiers;  Delaware  and  Maryland,  two  brigadiers ;  Virginia,  three  brig- 
adiers; Norih-Carolinay  one  brigadier;  South-Cacolina  and  Georgiai  one 
brigadier  : 

1  hat  whenever  a  brigadier  shall  be  wanting  for  the  troops  of  either  of 
those  districts,  be  shall  be  made  from  the  senior  battalion  officer  without  re- 
garding the  state  to  which  be  belongs : 

That  in  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  brigadiers  shall  be  made  from  the  eldest 

,  regimental -officers  in  those  corps  respectively: 

That  major-generals  shall  be  made  from  the  eldest  brigpMliers  in  the  may, 
whether  belonging  to  the  infantry,  cavalry  or  artillery : 

That  all  brigadiers  hereafter  to  be  made,  shall  have  relative  rank  respect- 
ing each  other;  agreeable  to  the  date  of  their  last  battalion  commission, 
prmrity  of  appointment  notwithstanding  : 

That  Teucii  Tilghman,  esq.  receive  the  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  line  of  the  army,  antl  lake  rank  from  the  Ist  April,  1777 : 

That  Or.  James  M'Heiiry  receive  the  comnus&ionof  major  iu  the  army  of 
4be  United  States,  to  take  rank  from  the  30th  of  October  last: 

Thht  officers  not  annexed  to  any  line,  serving  in  thb  family  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  thfise  serving  as  aids -de-camp  with  other  general  officers, 
retain  the  rank  they  now  hold,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  command  upon  detach* 
ments  when  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding-officer  of  adepartment^ 
ahali  think  proper  i 
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Tliat  all  otticers  who  are  hostages,  and  are  liable  to  be  called  for  by  the 
enemy,  and  art*  not  continued  in  the  line  of  anj  state,  shall  be  entitled  to 
their  full  p.ij  until  redeemed,  and  tohalf-paj  for  life  afterwaitls,  in  the  same 
manner  as  officers  of  equal  rank  reduced  bj  the  late  arrangement :  and  that 
H  be  reoommentted  to  die  respectiYe  states,  in  the  line  of  which  thej  wm 
ftt  the  time  of  their  hecoining  hostages,  to  make  good  to  them  their  deprecii- 
HoB^and  also  to  pay  them  anch  sums  as  are  or  maj  become  due  to  them»  mi 
eharj^  the  same  to  the  United  States : 

That  lieutenant-colonels  commandants  of  battalions  be  not  considered  is 
different  grades  from  other  lieutenant-colonels  of  the  line*     '     '  ' 

SATUKDAY,  Mty  26,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon.  Mi.  "^ulli 
van,  Mr  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Clyiner,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr.  K. 

Morns,  Willi  the  plan  of  a  bank  : 

-  Jiesolvifd,  That  Congress  do  not  approve  of  the* plan  for  establishisg a 

*Phmfit  nftiMfitoy  amg<<wHi(  faeft  jtf  ito  Unitt^  Smm  rf^/\i9tkiAimiieai  ' 

t  That  a  subscnption  be  Opened  for  400,000  diilhv%  in  ibires  of 400  dolhis  eac^  It  ' 

be  paid  in  ^''old  or  silver. 

IL  'IUdX  die  i»ubi>cr4^tk)0  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Geoige  Cl^rmer  and  John  Mxsoi^  . 
csqrs.  or  ^eir  agents.  j 

HI.  That  eveiy  aubacriber  of  less  than  five  aharea,  pay  Hie  whole  sum  on  the  daj  ttlk  \ 

fttbscription.  : 

n*.  Twjii  every  subscriber  of  fis^e  shares,  or  upwards,  pay  one-half  the  sum  on  the  (iaj 
of  his  subscription,  and  the  otiier  half  within  tlirt:e  montli^  of  that  day.  ^ 

y.  That  every  holder  of  a  s1iui*e  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  br  hunaeH^  bia  agenl^  or 
proxy  properly  rip]Tr  :nted,  at  all  elections  of  directors,  and  that  he  have  as  many  votes  as 
ne  holds  shaj  t  s  ;  ajid  tliat  every  subscriber  may  soil  or  transfer  bis  share  or  shnres  at  his  ' 
pleaaure,  the  tian^^ter  being  raade  in  the  bank  books,  m  presence  and  with  the  approbation 
of  the  proprietor,  or  bia  bwiul .  atlomey,  the  putdiaaer  tbeirto  beeome  eatill«d  to  thi 
Vght  of  votings,  &tc. 

M.  That  there  be  twelve  directors  chosen  from  among  those  entitled  to  votc^  whfl^it  j 
tiieir  first  meeting-,  shall  choose  one  as  president.  '  j 

Tll.  That  tliere  be  «  meeting  of  the  direeten  qtuttteHy,  ftr  the  purpose  of  legoUtiw 
the  affiMv  of  the  b^nk ;  any  seven  of  th^  directois  ta make  a  botid»  awi  thait  the  ban  | 

have  pow4?r  toadjoum  fronj  time  to  tune« 

Mil.  That  thcboai'd  of  directors  detennine  tJie  manner  of  doing  buiiiness,  and  the  ruk$ 
and  tonus  to  be  pui-sucd,  appoint  the  various  officers  which  tliey  may  find  necessary,  and 
dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of  the  bank  for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  proime* 
tor^^,  imdmake»fix»m  tiine  toiim^  audhdividenda,  out  of  the  prafitatas  th^BM^thoft 
pi'oper.  I 

IX.  That  . the  boai-d  be  empowe^^d,  from  time  to  tim^  to  open  new  subscriptions,  toi 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank,  on  audi  tenna  and  conditiona  aa  diey 
fluiU  tlilhk  proper. 

X.  That  the  fnmrd  shall  at  every  quarterly  meeting-,  choose  twodiiectora  to  Inqiectsod 
control  tlie  business  of  the  bunk  iur  the  ensuing  three  months. 

XI.  That  the  inapcotor»  aAchoaen,  shall  on  the  evening  of  eveiy  day,  Sundays  except 
ed,  deliver  to  tlie  auperintendent  of  the  fioancea  of  America^  a.a£Bte  of  the  ctahaflw* 

and  of  tlie  notes  issued  and  rec  ivcd. 

XII.  That  the  bank  notes,  payable  on  demand,  shall  by  law  be  madyj^eceivable  in  tbe 
duties  and  taxes  of  evety  state  in  tbe  union,  and  from  mc  respective  states  by  Ae  tret* 
fl»ry  of  tbe  United  States  as  specie.  i 

Xin.  That  the  supcnntcndent  of  the  finances  of  America  shall  have  a  right,  at  all  times, 
to  examine  into  tlie  aii'au's  of  the  bank,  and  for  thatpurpoae  shall  have  access  to  all  tbe 
books  ai\d  papers. 

XIV.  That  any  (hrector  or  officer  c€  the  bank,  who  sbaU  convert  any  of  the  propet^t 

monies  or  ciedit^  thereof  to  his  ow  n  use,  or  sludl  any  other  way  be  guiky  ef  fiaudoreai^ 
bcz/lcmeiit,  ^!«all  forfeit  all  his  share  or  stock  to  tiie  coinpanv. 

XV.  1  aai  law  s  slifdl  be  passed  making  it  felony  witliout  benefit  of  clergy,  to  commit 
such  btnid  or  embezzlement. 

X^T.  That  the  subscribers  shall  be  incorporated  under  the  name  of  ••the  pitticM 
directors  and  eompany  of  the  bank  of  North  Ani'Tiea." 
XVll.  That  none  of  the  duectors  shall  be  entitled  to  any  pecuniary  advantage  forlu^ 
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national  bank  in  these  United  States,  submitted  to  their  consideration  bj 

IVI  r.  R.  Morris,  the  irth  May,  1781  ;  and  thatthey  will  promote  and  support 
the  same  by  such  ways  and  means,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  appear  aecei- 
Aary  lor  the  institution  and  consistent  with  the  public  good  : 

That  the  subscribers  to  the  said  bank  shall  be  incorporated  agreeably  to 
the  principles  and  terms  of  the  plan,  under  the  name  of  "the  president, 
directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  North-America,"  so  soon  as  the  sub- 
scription shall  be  filled,  the  directors  and  president  chosen,  and  applicatiou 
£or  that  purpose  made  to  CoDsress  by  the  president  and  directors  elected.  . 

On  the  question  to  Bffte  to  uiis  paragraph,  the  yeas  and  najs  being  required! 
bj  Mr.  T.  Smithp 


livermore, 
^oBmckutettt,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Ward, 

JtM^Mmd,  Mr.  Yamum, 

Connecticut,      Mr.  Hunlington, 


ay  > 


ay 


JNeuhJenejf, 


Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Houston,  • 
Mr.  Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 


no 
no 

ay  y* 

ay  y 

ay 

ay 


no 


ay 


Vtfginui, 


Mr.  Joiie%  ' 

Madisofw 

Bland, 

M.  Smith, 
MGr.Shffipe, 

Johnson, 
]fr.  Matthewi^ 

Be«, 

Motte, 
M)r.  Walton^ 

Few, 

Ilowly, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  by  proper  laws  for 
that  purpose,  to  provide  that  no  other  bank  ur  bankers  shall  be  established  or 
permitted  within  the  said  states  respectively  during  the  war. 

Meaolvidt  That  the  notes  hereafter  to  be  issued  by  the  said  bank,  payable 
on  demand,  shall  be  receiyable  in  payment  of  all  taxes,  duties  and  debts 
doe,  or  that  may  become  due  or  pajrable  to  the  United  States : 

Besohedt  That  Congress  will  recommend  to  the  several  legislatures  to 
pfiss  laws,  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  cler^,  for  ai|j  person  to 
counterfeit  bank  notes,  or  to  pass  such  notes,  knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit; 
also  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  cler^r,  for  any  president,  inspector, 
director,  officer  or  servant  of  the  bank,  to  convert  any  of  the  property,  mo- 
ney or  credit  of  the  said  bank  to  his  own  use,  or  in  any  other  way  to  be 
gudty  of  fraud  or  embezzlenient  as  an  olhcer  or  servant  of  the  bank. 

Ou  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  ^om  major-general  Greene: 

Ordn-ed,  That  a  copy  of  major-general  Greene's  letter  of  89d  April,  be 
transmitted  to  the  executives  of  the  states  from  New-Hampshire  to  New«  * 
Jersey,  both  inclusive;  that  the  said  states  respectively  may  have  beibrdv 
them,  as  fully  as  the  same  is  communicated  to  Congress,  the  dangerous! lutii- 
ation  of  the  southern  states;  and  from  a  knowledge  of  .their  circumstances, 
and  consideration  of  their  distress,  may  be  prompted  to  make  the  utmost 
exertions  for  sending  forward  to  the  main  army  their  quotas  of  men,  agreea- 
bly to  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  3d  and  si  1st  day  ot  October  last, 
^vhereby  alone  the  commander  in  chief  can  be  enabled  to  give  ettettual  suc- 
cour to  the  southern  states  and  prosecute  with  vigour  the  operations  of  the 
ensuing  campaign. 

attendance  on  the  dudes  of  his  office  us  du  ector,  or  as  preskknt  or  inspector,  unless  sn 
alteratior.  in  this  respect,  shall  hereafter  .be  made,  by  the  consent  ot  a  migarity  Of  the 

Btock-liolders  at  a  general  election. 

XVni.  That  as  soon  as  the  subscription  shall  be  RUed,  Georfje  Clymer  and  John  Nix» 
•n,e«qrs  shall  pubhsh  a  Ust  of  tlie  names  and  sums  respectively  subscribed,  wHh  die  pkoe 
of  abode  of  tlie  subsmibers,  and  appoint  a  day  for  the  choice  of  directors,  tO  nrhoiai  whcU 
chosen,  they  shall  deliver  ever  the  monpv  bv  them  received, 
Vol.111.  7^  '  ■ 
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On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consntin^of  Mr.  Varnumi^Mr.  MoHe,  Mr. 
Carroll*  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  J.  Howell^  avdhor  of  teeeBVta  ift 

the  main  army : 

Bpsolvpd,  That  the  officpr*  of  the  flvin»r  rnmp,  lately  returned  from  capti- 
vity, be  alliiwecl  depret  i  ition  by  their  respective  stateSt  in  the  same  maiiBer 
as  ntticers  oF  the  line  in  such  states  : 

That  in  settling  the  accounts  oi  offii  pi  s  returned  from  captivity,  atid  ■ 
whaare  entitied  to  the  benefit  of  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  November,  1778, 
and  22d  Maj,  1779,  the  auditors  allow  the  year's  pay  mentioned  m  %M 
moliitioiis  in  bills  of  the  new  emlsMOB,  fmed  agreeaWy  to  the  reooKitiosof 
18th  March,  1780,  and  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  pay -master  i^nerat : 
.  Thui  auditors  of  the  army  canDol  take  lurtiee  of  bfioichea  of  parole  till  the 
same  be  ascertained  by  courts-martial,  and  that  the  pay  of  sacn  officers  wilt 
ywj  from  that  of  other  officers,  according  to  the  sentence,  and  not  otherwise* 

MONDAY,  Jifay  28,  1781. 

'    A  report  from  the  board  of  warwa«  read  ;  Whereupon, 

(h'dered,  That  ail  tlie  duck  of  wliatever  description,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  hands  of  the  contioental  agent  at  Boston,  bt  ^ivered 
to  theqttartcr*master  general,  or  his  order;  that  so  much  thereof  as  is  soit* 
aUe  maybe  made  up  into  tents,  and  the  residne,  except  so  much  as  is  neces- 
sary for  other  uses  m  the  quarter-master  geneiaPs  department,  be  exchanged 
for  light  duck  or  other  materials  fit  for  tvuts,  and  the  materials  produced  by 
svch  exchange,  be  immediately  made  up  into  tents  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Varniim,  secondeu  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ordered,  Tliat  tlic  medical  committee  be  di«c(rn1iniuMl,  and  that  t!)e  com- 
mittee lodge  with  the  bi»aid  of  war  all  the  return^  and  papers  in  their  pos- 
sessioD,  and  then  be  discharged  ;  and  that  the  business  heretofore  entrusted 
to  them,  and  the  powers  with  which  they  were  invested,  be  transferred  to 
board. 

il^re^rt  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read,  stating,  ^'  that  iu  conse- 
Qiieace  olthe  act  of  5tb  September  last,  certificates  of  certain  denomination^ 
Uf^  the  amount  of  1,000,000  of  dollars^  were  printed  and  signed :  that  by  the 
HiCt  of  the  £6tli  April  Iast»  the  certificates  aforesaid  being  directed  to  be  is- 
sued for  balances  of  accounts  liquidated  in  specie  value,  it  became  necessa- 
ry to  print  other  certificates  blank,  in  order  that  the  precbe  balances  might 
be  filled  up;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  sign  such  other  certificates,  under 
the  act  of  oth  September,  1780,  and  ^6th  April  last,  and  of  7th  and  22d  inst. 
as  the  board  of  treasury  shall  direct,  the  amount  of  the  respective  balance* 
being  sent  with  such  directions,  ami  iirst  inserted,  such  certificates  to  be 
couutersigoed  by  the  conuuissioner  of  tiie  contineni.il  loan-office  wliere  the. 
claimant  or  claimants  may  choose  to  have  the  interest  made  payable* 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Pennsvlvania, 

Resolved,  That  Tench  Francis  be  added  to  Mr*  Thomay  Smith  and  Mr. 
Richard  Bacbe;  and  that  any  one  of  them  be  authorized,  on  behalf  if  the 
ynited  States,  to  sign  the  billsof  credit  issued  by  the  c ommon wealth  of  reuo- 
sylvania,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  18tn  March,  1780* 

TUESDAY,  *¥fly  29,  1781. 

The  committee  of  the  week  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  9th,  signed  by  A.  Fowler  arnl  o(hers,  at  Pitts- 
burg, be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  other  [japen>  re- 
sp^Qting  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  of  that  post. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  W  hereupon. 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  224  63-90  and  6-8ths,  specie  value,  being  due 
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to  certoie  claimants  for  attending  a  cuiirtinartial  upon  the  trial  uf  coI«mI 
Masun,  colonel  Smith,  and  major  Eayers,  as  presented  by  the  select-men  of 

Springfield,  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  state  ol  Massachusetts;  and  thattbd 
board  of  treasury  t  iit  nis»h  the  executive  of  the  said  state  with  a  copy  of  this 
order,  that  the  several  claimants  mny  rereive  p  iv  iier.t  from  the  said  state. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  ulutui  was  lelen  i  <!  tin;  report  of  the  board 
of  treasury  on  the;  accounts  of  Arthur  Lee,  was  taken  iiiio  consideration; 
Whereupon, 

-  (Mkndt  That  in  Uie  eetdemant  •f  Mr.  A.  Lee's  aecomts,  the  beard  of 
trcMMrj  admit  ae  Toaclierst  ImIU  of  lailiog  ami  inToipeSi  which  ^ew  that 
merchants  of  chacacter  have  shipped  the  ceateats  e  where  each  canaoC  he 
pmlaoed,  that  they  adieit  receipts  or  other  papers  which  charge  the  con- 
signee or  other  competent  person  at  the  port  of  delivery  :  that  thej  admit 
the  banker's  accounts  which  charge  the  beak  with  the  credit  sivea  for  cash 
depositeti,  and  undertake,  if  required,  to  vouch  the  particular  payments 
whiLli  are  entered  to  Mr.  Lee's  debt,  as  commissioner  oi'tlie  Unitef!  NtHtes  : 
anfl  wheiT  no  vouchers  under  the  foregoing:  descriptions  are  produced,  that 
the  accounts  be  ieltopen  m  order  to  give  an  opportunity  for  completing  the 
▼ouchers : 

That  the  accouiUs  for  expenses  be  staled  so  as  to  distinguish  between  oh> 
^inmry  and  eztmordinarj ;  that  the  letterhe  stated  partioularly  for  the  con- 
Meration  of  Ceagrese,  ginng  credit  for  the  articles  delivered  up  to  the  pub- 
lie  at  first  cost,  knd  Hiat  the  former  be  stated  generally,  and  that  no  other 
voucher  be  reqnirsd  for  either  than  the  word  of  winor  of  tlw  said  A*  Lee»  lata 
minister:  ^ 

That  with  reipect  to  the  charge  for  moneys  disbursed  on  account  of  the 
state  of  Virginia,  it  be  admitted  to  Mr.  Lee's  credit,  whenever  the  state  of 
Virginia  shall  signily  that  they  admit  themselvos  to  be  debited  therewith* 


WEDNESDAY,  ^lay  30,  178L 

The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  J ozeda 
Fonseca  Hnarez,  de  Figuer  ido,  report. 

That  tlie  proper  mode  for  the  menmrialist  to  obtain  redress  of  any  injuries 
he  may  have  sustained,  either  in  his  pi  <)|K'rtyor  person,  i  i  cuo  capt.  Sampson^ 
is  by  prosecution  in  due  course  ot  law  ;  and  that  a  letter  should  be  written 
by  the  president  to  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Massachnsetts*  en*> 
closing  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial,  and  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued 
Congress,  May  9th,  177^ ;  and  recommending  to  the  said  ezecetive  to 

five  all  such  countenance,  protection  and  assistance  to  the  memorialist^  in 
is  attempts  to  obtain  legal  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  alleged  in  his  memo^ 
rial  to  have  been  done  to  him  personally  and  in  his  property  by  capt.  Samp- 
sou,  as  becomes  the  United  States  respectively  to  give  to  the  subjects  of  neu» 
tral  powers,  wlio  shall  complain  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrality. 

Ordpvpd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  con- 
tinental loan-odice  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  ol  Samuel  llodgdon, 
assistant -commissary  gen.  of  uiilitary  stores,  for  11,26G  1-3  dollars,  in  bills 
of  tlie  new  emission,  for  the  purjtose  of  iui  iHsliing  anus  and  other  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  the  said  Samuel  Hodgdon  to  be  accoontahle ; 
and  that  the  supplies  famished  be  chaiged  to  the  said  atate  of  Virginia. 

THURSDAY.  May  31,  178L 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  on  the  application  of  the  hon.  the  delegates  for  the  state  of 
Virginia,  upon  an,  estimate  furnished  by  George  Nicholson  for  David  RosS, 
agent  for  the  said  state,  a  warrant  issue  on  lliomas  Smith,  commissioner  of 
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the  continental  loan-oHice  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  said 
George  Nicholson,  for  10,000  dollars  of  the  new  emi«»siyn,  for  the  purpose 
of  pajtn^  for  tlie  repairs  of  arms  and  otiier  purposes  in  the  said  estimate  set 
forth,  the  said  state  of  Virginia  to  be  accountable. 
/  The  committee,  (Minsisiint!:  of  Mr.  Varnutii,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom 
was  re-committed  their  repuit  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bland;  and  who  were 
directed  to  colder  with  the  board  oi  war,  deiivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
it  WM  re  so  1 V  ed  as  fol  lows  x 

Whereas  the  Briluh  king,  regardless  of  the  rigliisof  nsakind,  and  of  the 
United  States  In  particular,  continues  the  ravages  of  war  with  relentless 
fury  ;  and  whereas  the  enemy's  force  is  principally  operating  in  the  states 
of  Virginia,  the  Carolines  and  Georgia ;  and  whereas  the  denciencj  of  the 
continental  regular  lines,  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  to  call  forth  a  re- 
8pectn!)]e  body  of  militia,  till  those  lines  be  con^pleted  ;  it  is  therefore  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  immediately  to  raise,  arm, 
accoutre  and  eqiiip  for  the  field,  four  battalions  of  infantry,  each  battalion  to 
consist  of  nine  companies  of  64  rank  and  file  each  :  aUo  a  company  of  artil- 
lery, consisting  of  32  miitrrwses;  and  a  corps  of  horse,  consisting  ol  64 
troopers ;  each  corps  to  be  oOicered  as  near  as  may  be  to  similar  corps  in 
the  continental  army,  according  to  the  establishment  of  the  Sd  and  £lst  ucto- 
hcr,  1780:  It  is  also  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Delaware,  to 
Immediateljr  raise,  arm,  equip  and  aecontre  for  the  field,  one  battalion  of  in- 
fantry, connstin^  of  nine  companies  of  64  rank  and  file  each;  and  a  corps 
of  horse,  consisting  of  32  troopers ;  to  be  officered  in  manner  aforesaid  *.  It 
is  also  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  immediately  to 
raise,  arm,  equip  and  accoutre  for  the  field,  two  battalions  of  infantry,  con- 
sisting of  nine  cum  jianies  ol  64  rank  and  ble  each  ;  and  a  corps  of  cavalry  of 
64  troopers;  to  be  ofliceied  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  And  it  is  further  re- 
commended to  the  stales  of  Pennsvivama,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  to  cause 
the  said  troops,  as  soon  as  raised,  anned,  accoutred  and  equipped, a^s  afore- 
said, to  be  marched  b^  detachments  or  otherwise,  to  such  place  or  places  as 
the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  to  remain  in  service  for  and  diriog 
the  space  of  three  months,  from  the  time  of  their  respecttvelj  rendeAvonaing 
at  the  place  or  places  directed,  nnless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress  or  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  t(»  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  said  commander 
in  chief.  And  be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
that  the  troops  aforesaid  shall  receive  the  same  paj,  rations  and  subaisteDOS* 
as  the  troops  of  the  army  of^tbe  United  States. 

SATURDAY,  June  2,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Atlee, 

J^esolved,  That  all  bills  of  credit  which  issue  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  tiie 
18th  March,  1780,  in  any  of  the  states,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  time  the  interest  on  sucii  bills  begia^)  to  be  computed,  be  marked  by 
writing  or  stamping  before  tliey  are  issued,  with  the  words  or  charaeter,  Int 
pd.  1  year. 

That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already  issued,  or  may  issue  in  the 
course  of  a  year  from  the  time  interest  begins  to  be  computed  on  thean^  be, 
when  such  interest  is  paid,  marked  in  like  manner,  to  prevent  the  necessity 

and  expense  of  exchanging  them  : 

That  where  any  state  hath  adopted  similar  adequate  prevkions,  these 
shall  not  operate : 

That  the  several  states  suspend,  as  far  as  possilile,  tlie  issuing  of  such  part 
of  their  respective  quotat^  of  the  said  bills  as  remain  to  be  issued. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  last,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Bland, 
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M^Mm^^Mn,  Mr.  SulUvan, 
.  •  '  JUvenBore^ 

JlhodC'ltltmd,   Mr.  A'amnm, 
Ciimecticutf     Mr.  Uunting^ton, 
'Jith^ert^,     Mr.  Houston, 
^mntylnama,  Mr.  Atlee» 

Clymer, 

•tMarj^Utnd,      Mr.  Jenifer, 


Mr.  Jones, 

Bland, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Johnson, 
tir,  Matthew^ 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Eveleiglk, 
Mr.  Few, 
Howly, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
'    A  motion  was  made,  that  after  the  word  ''issued"  be  added,  "  until  fur- 
ther measures  be  taken  to  secure  their  value." 

-On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  jreas  aud  naj  being  required  by  Mr. 
Bland, 


I^,'Bamp»Mrey  Ifr.  Sullivan, 

Ldvermor^ 
MutaiAiusttt^  Mr.  Lovcll, 

t  Ward, 
Mhoile-Ialand,  Mr.  Varnum, 
OMnecltctil^    Mr.  Huntinifloin, 
jS^Fin^ Jersey,      Atr.  Tfouston, 
Jt^mnsytvinia,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 
T.Smitii, 
lfr.Jcsifer, 


Virginia, 
N.-CarohnOf 

m 

\  Georgia, 


Mi".  Jones, 
l^ladison. 
Bland,  ' 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Johnson, 

Mr.  Matthewi^ 
Bee, 
Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Few, 
UoWly, 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


SO'it  passed  ill  the  negative.  • 

MONDAY,  Jum  4. 1781. 
Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  £il8worth,two  delegate»  for      st^  of  Conirec* 
ticut,  attended,  and  took  their  seats;  the  former  having  produced  his  ere* 

dentia!^,  which  were  read. 

A  Itttterj  of  this  day,  from  R.  Morris,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  Hisposition  and  management  of  that  part  of  the  money, 
granted  by  his  most  Christian  majesty  to  the^e  United  States,  which  i<?  to 
be  employe/!  in  America,  be  committed  to  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
that  It  may  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  granted,  namelj,  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  oresent  campaif^n  : 

l%at  what  remains  nnsolu  of  the  bills  ot  exchange  drawn  by  order  of  Con- 
gress on  the  ministers  plenipotentiaty  of  tliese  United  States  respectively  at 
Yersailtes,  Madrid,  and  the  Hague,  be  also  committed  to  the  superintendent 
of  finance,  to  be  bj  him  disposed  of  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned :  pro- 
vided, that  none  of  the  bills  drawn  npim  the  ministers  at  Madrid  and  the 
Ha^e,  be  sold  natii  he  shall  have  assurances  that  funds  are  provided  for 
paying  them : 

That  the  said  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  vested  with 
full  powers  to  dispose  of  the  specific  supplies  required  from  the  several 
states  by  the  act  of  the  4th  November  last,  as  well  as  what  yet  remain  to  be 
furnished,  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of  the  25th  of  February,  1780,  in  such 
manner  as  he,  with  the  advice  of  the  commander  in  chief,  shall  judge  will 
best  promote  die  public  interest,  and  answer  tiie  purposes  of  the  present 
campaign. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

J?esolve^  That  col.  James  Wood  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected, in  case  the  supplies  of  provisions,  forage,  and  wagons  necessary  for 
the  immediate  march  of  the  convention  tniops,  and  the  guards  under  his 
command,  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  to  impress  the  same,  and  to  give  in- 
formation thereof  to  the  executives  ,of  the  states  within  whose  limito  he 
shall  be  obliged  to  take  such  measures. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNALS  OF  GONGRESS,  17S1. 


A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylrania, 
was  read,  informing  tliat  the  hntiorable  house  of  assembly,  have  desired  the 
board  to  request  a  conference  witii  a  committee  of  Congress,  on  the  quar- 
ter-master's and  commissary'ft  certificates^  and  addreseifl^  Cimj^p»m  (or 
this  purpose  ; 

Orderedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  th€  m- 
preroe  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  above 
mentioned :  the  members,  Mr.  T.  Smith.  Mr.  Motte,  and  Mr.  JohDSoa. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Varnum»  Mr*  Bee,  and  Mr.  M'KecB,  l» 
whom  was  referred  their  report  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  respeclii^  the 
court  of  appeals,  reported  an  ordinance  on  that  sabjectp  which  was  read  a 
first  time: 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading  of  the  aaid 
ordinance. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  tlie  board  of  war  take  measures  for  the  payment  of  666  S-3 
dollars  of  the  value  of  specie,  to  Joseph  Carson  and  others,  owners  of  the 
sloop  Carolina  Packet ;  that  sum  iiaving  been  found  due  to  them  for  tlie  pas- 
sages oi  sundry  oHicers*  and  dieir  families  from  Charleston,  and  for  denmrrag© 
awarded  to  them  fur  the  detention  of  the  sloop  aforesaid  at  Charlestoa. 

WEDNESDAT,  June  6, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  tlie  board  of  treasury  :  I 
Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  a^  and  transmit  to  NaffcoUfiel  | 
Appleton,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  state  m£  Mntm*  \ 
ahttsetts*  to  be  by  him  issued  to  Nathaniel  Barrett,  two  sets  of  exchange, 
of  the  tenor  and  date  of  tw^  sets  drawn  by  die  United  States  on  me 
commissioners  at  Paris,  in  favor  of  Mr.  John  Loring,  or  order.  No.  73,  for 
24  dollars,  and  No.  76,  ferSO  dollars;  both  dated  November  10th,  177S, 
and  issued  by  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan -office  for  the  state 
of  Massachusetts  aforesaid  :  which  by  proofs  and  athilavits  loilged  at  tlie 
boartl  of  treasury,  appear  to  have  been  lost  ;  except  that  c;  h  ^et,  now  drawn, 
consist  of  tlie  oth,  6tn,  7th,  and  8tli  bills,  one  ot  the  (Sth  oidy  to  be  paid  ;  that 
the  treasurer  of  loans  furnish  the  said  Nathaniel  Barrett  \sith  q^iadruplicate 
letters  ol  advice,  eacli  containini;  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  order; 
and  that  the  said  Nathaniel  liai  leiteutei  into  bond  to  the  loan-officer  afore<* 
said,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  two  or  more  snffieiettt  freehold 
era  aa  sureties,  in  double  ^he  amonntof  the  valoe  of  the  said  bills,  with  eon* 
dition  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  the  holder  or  holders  of  any 
of  the  bills  aforesaid,  which  are  said  to  be  lost,  shonld  anj  svefa  appear. . 

FRIDAY,  Jjme  8,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  board  take  order  for  having  all  the  arms  at  this  post  im- 
mediately repaired  ;  and  that  these  arms,  as  well  as  those  ordered  on  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  be  sent  f(»rward  to  the  southern  states,  in  such  propor- 
tion^^  as  hhali  be  thoni^ht  expedient  towards  arming  the  continental  troops 
and  militia  of  tiiose  state  ^ . 

MONDAY,  June  11,  1781.  ' 

Ordered,  That  Wednesday  ne&t  be  assigned  for  electii^  a  aecfetarj  for 

foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Jlesolvedt  That  the  oflirers  of  tlie  hospital  and  medical  departaicnt,  now 

in  service,  be  allowed  th(  di  preciatiou  upon  their  pay,  in  the  same  manner 

as  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army. 
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Hie  report  of  the  commiitee  on  the  post-office,  to  vhonf  was  referred  » 
paragrapl)  of  a  letter  from  the  director    neral,  was  taken  mto  consideration  ; 

Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  reaolation  of  the  28th  December,  1779,  be  extendeil 
to  the  director  of  the  hospital,  so  tliat  all  letters  to  and  from  him  be  free. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  from  the  director  of  the 

hospitals,  was  read  ;  Wherpiipon, 

Ch'dered,  That  the  sum  of  S545  1  -3  dollars  in  specie  or  other  money  equi- 
valent, be  immediately  put  into  the  hands  of  the  purveyor  of  the  militarj 
hospitals  in  part  of  the  estimate  lai(l  before  Congress  by  the  medtcal  commit- 
tee, to  enable  him  to  purchase  an  iimiu diate  sapply  for  the  use  of  the  sick, 
and  to  prepare  for  the  immediate  exigencieb  ui  liie  caiiipaigu  lu  the  hospital 
department: 

That  the  ram  of  16JL16  doUara,  in  specie  or  other  money  eo[oivalent,  be 
advanced  to  the  tud*  panre/or,  for  three  months'  pay,  to  be  paid  bj  him  on 
acennnt  of  the  officers  of  the  medical  department; 

That  a  warrunt  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Kew-York,  far 
6INK>  dollars,  and  another  on  the  treasurer  of  Vh^oia  for  4000  dollars,  in 
specie  or  other  monej  equivalent,  in  part  of  the  above  sum  of  1 6,1  ]r6  dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  said  pun'eyor  or  his  order;  and  that  the  residue,  viz.  6116 
dollars  be  paid  him  at  Philadelphia,  in  specie  or  other  money  etjuivalent : 

That  4200  dollars,  in  specie  or  other  money  equivalent,  be  paid  to  the 
said  purveyor,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  stewards  at  established  hospitals, 
to  purchase  milk  and  vegetables  and  discharge  small  incidental  charges  at 
tixed  hospitals* 

TUESDAY,  Jme  12,  17.81. 
Mr.  G.  Patridge,  a  deleu;ate  for  Massachusetts, attended  ;  Mr.  Samuel 
Osgood,  another  delegate  for  Massachasetts,  attended*  and  produced  the 

crecieotialH  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

M  r.  Richard  JPotUj  a  delegate  -hp  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended  an4 

took  his  seat. 

A  report  from  the  boa  i  d  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedf  That  the  ( (Hnnianiiinc:  general  of  tlic  Pennsylvania  line,  now  m 
that  state,  arrange  tiie  brigade-chaplaiiis  of  that  line,  so  as  to  retain  no  m<»re 
ehapJains  therein  than  are  equal  to  the  number  of  brigades,  and  certify  to 
tilt  boai^d  of  war  Kuch  as  sliall  be  deemed  supernumerary,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  commanding  general  of  the  northern  army  might  have  done  under- 
the  resolve  of  the  9tb  daj  of  Maj  last.  < 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  M»  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  respecting  the  convention  prisoners ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  reasons  given  the  commander  in 
chief,  for  halting  the  convention  prisoners  for  the  pcMent  in  the  ataite  of 
Pennsylvania. 

(Mtered,  That  Friday  nextbe  assTg:ned  for  electing  five  hm^vtal  phjsiciaa* 

and  «-ur«^eons,  in  the  room  of  those  resigned  and  promoted. 
On  tiiatroft. of  Mr.  J^ullivan,  -seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
Resolved,  Tiiat  letters  to  and  from  the  superiptendent  of  daance  be  free . 

from  postage. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Mfseivedp  That  the  balances  now  due  to  the  uQicers,  seamen,  landsmen  and 
mariners  in  the  sea  service,  and  the  sums  that  shall  hereafter  become  due  to 
then*  either  for  wages,  subsistence  or  bounty,  shall  be  paid  in  specie  or  other 
money  equivalent,  according  to  the  current  rate  of  exchange  at  the  time  of 
payment :  any  resolution  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
JReselted,  That  depreciation  of  paj  and  aubtistence^  be  settled  in  Mhalf  of 
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'  llie  officers  and  men  of  colonel  Armand's  legion,  in  the  same  maaiier  and  on 
Ibetame  principles  as  is  provided  for  coloneiHazen's  regiment. 

The  hoard  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Y^ff^^' 
nia,  made  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  raise,  accoutre  and  equip  Mojian's  legionary  corps  to  it.s  full  complement, 
tlie  men  to  be  raised  for  three  years^  unless  sooner  dischjtrged  : 

That  it  be  also  earaeistly  recommended  to  the  said  state  immediately'  to 
raise  and  equip  three  tro&pa  of  militia  cavalry,  properly  officered,  including 
those  called  for  by  the  act  of  the  Slst  of  Maj  last,  to  serve  with  the  southern 
army  for  three  months  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the  said  armj«  each 
troop  to  consist  of  64  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates : 

Tnat  the  said  cavalry  be  marched  by  detachments,  as  they  are  completed, 
to  the  southern  army ;  and  the  militia  cavalry  discharftd  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  inlisted  into  Moylan's  ri|;iment,  and  jmntng  the  said  annj 
properly  armed  and  accoutred  : 

That  the  said  militia  cavalry  be  sent  forward  with  every  degree  of  des- 
patch, without  waiting  fur  the  march  of  the  milLtia  infantry  required  by 
Congress  from  that  state: 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  arm,  equip, 
mount  and  accoutre  two  troops  of  militia  horse,  including  those  called  for 
by  the  resolntioD  of  the  Slst  of  May  last»  consisting  of  64  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  each,  with  the  proper  number  of  commissioned  officers; 
and  send  them  forward  with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  southern  annj» 
and  without  waiting  for  the^  march  of  the  infantry  requested  by  Congress 
from  that  state;  to  continue  in  service  three  months  from  the  time  they  join 
the  said  army* 

WEDNESDAY,  Jum  13,  1781. 

An  act  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  was  read,  empowering  Congress  to 
levy  and  collect  the  duties  described  in  their  resolution  of  3d  February  last. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to 
which  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  department  now  in  service^ 
respectively  belonii;,  or  of  which  they  are  or  were  Inhabitants*  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  said  officers  for  depreciatlont  on  the  principles  established 
b^  the  resolution  of  Conmss  of  the  10th  of  April,  irSO;  and  to  make  pro- 
vision for  paying  the  balances  that  may  be  found  due»  in  the  same  manner 
with  officers  of  the  line : 

That  each  state  which  shall  advance  more  money  in  making  good  the  de- 
preciation to  its  respective  citizens  than  its  proper  proportion,  shall  be  allowed 
for  the  same  on  account  of  t!\e  United  btates. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referredaletter  of  the  17th  of  April  from 
UpvernorTrumbuH,  report, 

**That  from  colonel  Nicola's  return,  it  appears  that  there  are  no  invalids 
from  the  Connecticut  line  at  this  post,  and  only  30  at  Boston ;  that,  however, 
as  the  commander  in  chief  has  called  for  the  whole  to  compose  part  of  the 

Srrison  at  West-Pmnt,  the  board  ate  of  opinion  the  general's  requisition 
ould  be  complied  with : 

Hudvedt  That  Conmss  agree  to  the  said  report. 
Ordered,  That  the  election  of  a  secretary  for  foreign  affiurs  be  postponed 
till  Friday  next. 
Ordmd,  That  Mr.  Ward  have  leave  of  absence. 

THURSDAY,  June  14,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  V\  hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  27th  of  May,  1777,  on  the  subject 
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of  brigade-chaplains,  is  not  t«  l>e  construed  so  as  to  Yieale  tke 
appointments  of  the  regimental  ehaplaitts,  then  hoiding  svch 
and  performing  the  duties  thereof^  until  tlie  appointment  of  brigade-chap- 
Iaiqs  tsok  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe. 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  be  authorized  and  (  tn|jtiwered  to  offer  IteuteaAnt-gOnenl  Buf* 
guyne  in  exchange  for  ihe  lion.  Henry  Tiaurens. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  ttiis«  the  yeas  and  nays  being  rtquirad  bj 
Mr.  Adee, 


lf»^Hampbhir€t  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Uvemiore, 
MoMBoMtetk,  Mr.  LeveH> 

Ward, 
Osgood, 

Hhode'filanJ,  >lr.  Varnum, 
iUntneetisutp     Mr,  Iluntingion, 

Ellsworth, 
:  Sherman, 
Muh^emjft  Ifr.Uoiutoo. 
J^fimifjfhania,  Mr,  Montgomer}' 

Atlee, 

T.  Mtb* 
Ml.  SDda^» 


So  it  was  resid?ed  in  the  aiirinaAivo* 


Qeorgta^ 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 
Potta, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Madison> 
Kland, 

ybL  Sharpe, 

Mr.  AiatUicwa, 
Motte^ 
Kveleigh, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Howly, 


'     •  SATURDAY,  Jane  16.  178!. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  cofisisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  M'Douj^all,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  February  3d,  from  gen.  Washington  : 

Jiesolved,  That  all  .u:i=  ami  regulations  of  Con^re^s  ciii[u)\.  cring  command- 
itii^-officers  of  regimeiiU  ur  corps,  to  grant  luiioughs  to  uun-cummi.ssioned 
oilicers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  their  respective  corps,  be,  and  hereby  are 
repealed ;  and  that  in  futuri^no  furloughs  be  granted  but  by  the  commander 
in.  chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  separate  department,  or  by  such  persons  as 
they  or  either  of  them  may  appoint  for  that  purpose : 

That  ailfurtooghs  be  in  the  form  following;  .  ' 

The  bearer  hereof  in  the  regiment  of  H 

hereby  permitted  to  be  absent  on  furlough  for  days  from  the  date  here- 
of:  and  aH^^cers,  civil  and  military,  are  l  equested  to  suffer  him  to  pass  to 
and  retin  n  to  his  regiment  without  molestation,  he  behaving  as  be- 
comcth  liim.  This  permit  to  be  valid  no  further  than  to  the  above-mentioned 
place^and  no  longer  tlian  for  the  above-mentioned  time.  Given  at 
the        day  of  176      llegistered  in  Uie  books  of  the  regiment. 

Adjutant. 

That  all  discharges  be  in  the  following  form : 

The  bearer  hereof  in  the  re&iment  of  and 

in  captain  company, having  served  during  being 

the  term  for  which  he  was  engaged,  is  hereby  discharged  from  the  said  regi- 
menfy^in  whieh  we  certify  that  be  bath  behaved  as  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier. 
Given  at  this         day  of  ITS      Registered  in  the 

books  of  the  regiment. 

Adjutant. 

That  the  furloughs  and  discharges  granted^  be  registered  in  the  books  of 

the  regiment : 

That  when  any  non-comnusaioned  ofTicer  or  soldier  shall  return  homeland 
Vol.  ill.  80 
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That  the  clothier 'general,  from  time  to  time,  notifjr  the  paj-roasto^  general 
of  all  surplusages  of  clothing,  specifj^ing  th«  corps*  to  wbich  tbejr  oeloog, 
th&t  stoppages  may  he  made  therefor  : 

That  he  make  return  to  the  board  of  war  of  all  clothing  on  hand,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  department^  with  the  wages  given  to  each,  regularlj, 
once  in  everj'  two  months  : 

That  the  quarter-master  general,  and  his  deputies  in  the  several  states, 
9)iaU,  on  the  requisitions  of  the  clotliier  general,  furnish  the  means  of  trans- 
poHatimiof  alt  articlet  of  clothing  from  the  |iUtc«t  where  importeiU  received, 
mr  purchased,  to  the  pieces  of  deposit ;  end  a  careful  wagon-master  or  cod- 
dttcter,  to  be  appeinted  bj  the  qnarter-msater  general  or  some  of  his  depu- 
ties, shall  proceed  with  the  clethtng,  who  shidi  beaasworaUe  for  all  de- 
ftciettdei  oa  the  road,  unless  they  shall  be  able  to  shew  that  the  same  hsp- 
pened  bj  unafoidaUe  aceideats,  and  not  thruagh  their  miscoadiict  or  want 
of  attention  : 

That  in  case  of  injurips  or  deficiencies  happen  in  in  the  transportation  of 
clothing,  the  clothier  stationed  at  the  magazine  or  place  ut  dep^K^r,  >hall  re- 
present the  matter  to  the  nearest  commanding  officer  of  tlie  troops  ot  tlie 
United  States,  that  the  wagon-master  or  cohductor,  having  had  charge  of  the 
clothing  80  damaged  or  deficient,  maj  be  tried  bj  a  court-martial,  and  if 
feaad  gaitty,  compelled  to  restore  the  goods  loot,  or  their  Tsliie,  or  make 
eatisiictioD  for  damages  aeomed  through  his  negli^eoeo  or  mismanagement, 
or  be  pontsbed  according  to  the  natore  of  the  ofieoee  by  jadgmeot  of  the 


That  the  clodiier^general  have  the  management,  direction  and  superin- 
tendence of  hides,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war,  with  full  power 
to  call  for  proper  returns  from  such  persons  as  have  heretofore  bad  the  ma- 
Bagetnent  of  hides : 

That  all  commissaries  make  niontlily  leturns  to  the  clothier-ffenerai  of  the 
hides  on  hand,  and  tliat  the  cj>uiiiiissary-general  make  njuuthly  returns  to 
him  of  all  the  iive  cattle  delivered  over  to  the  commissaries  of  the  army  : 

That  the  qoarter-master  general  or  his  deputy,  ob  the  application  of  the 
elotfaier*general,  or  either  w  his  deputies,  fhmish  wacpns  for  transporting 
raw  or  maDufectnred  hides  to  such  places  as  they  shall  direct  t 
'  That  the  clothier  general,  with  the  ooncortonce  of  the  superintendent  of 
'finance,  be  aathorized  to  appoint  such  number  of  persons  to  transact  the  bu- 
ilnesaol  the  clothing  departnentf  during  the  present  campsigii,  as  they  may, 
from  time  to  time,  find  necessary,  and  to  ascertain  their  wages: 
•  That  the  clothier-general  mnke  monthly  returns  to  the  commarider  in  chiet: 

That  all  resolutions  heretofore  passed  respectinj;  the  cloihuiu;  nnd  hide 
departiuenr«,  inconsistent  with  this  arrangement  and  the  resolutions  now 
passed,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

On  the  repoi  toi  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and 
]if  r.  Motte,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  col.  liazen : 

JKesoli^,  That  the  clothier-general  furnish  the  Ganactian  oficcrs  belong- 
ing to  coK  Uazeo's  regiment,  with  a  suit  of  clothes,  on  the  same  terms 
clothing  hath  been  furnished  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts  to  their  officers : 

That  one  year's  interest,  upon  the  balances  dmeon  the  1st  of  January,  1 780, 
to  the  Canadian  officers  and  soldteraof  that  regHnent»be  added  toand Wind- 
ed in  their  certificates : 

That  Congress  will  mnke  the  S4  dollars,  gir'inted  as  a  bounty  to  thosp 
soldiers,  equal  in  value  to  the  bounty  or  allowance  of  the  state  of  Massa 
chosetts  granted  to  the  soldier*  of  that  ^t.ite  serving:  in  tl^c  same  regiment: 
and  that  the  board  of  treasury  add  the  same  to  then  cei  titicates,  in  lieu  oi 
tlie  sum  of  24  dollars  granted  by  the.  resolution  of  the  ^th  of  April  last. 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  j^O,  1781. 
On  the  report  of  a*  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  lith^  from  Charles  Fettie^ 
desiring  letve  to  resign  : 

Besnlvpfl,  That  Charles  Pettit,  assistant  quarter-maater  general,  be  per- 
mitted to  resign  that  oftice,  agreeably  to  W\s  request : 

That  the  office  of  assi^itant  fjuarter-master  general  be  abolished  ;  and  that 
the  duties  of  the  said  office  be  performed  by  the  quarter-master  general,  and 
his  deputies  under  his  direetWD. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Patridge, 
Mesiflvedf  Tliat  tlie  post-master  general  be  directed  immediately  to  en|«- 
ploT  a  post-rider  in  the  room  of  him  v4io  was  lately  taken  by  the  enemy,  be- 
tween Fish-ldli  and  Morristown  ;  and  to  apply  to  the  board  of  war  for  an 
escort  on  that  part  of  the  way  where  the  riders  are  exposed  to  be  intermpted 

by  the  enemy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mntthews,  soconilerl  by  Mr.  Bee, 

Besolvpfl,  That  the  bomd  of  war  be  directeil  to  furnish  provcrnor  Rutledge 
with  four  wafons,  for  transporting  clothing  to  the  fetute  of  South-Carolina  ; 
\vhich  waj^ons,  when  discharged  by  the  said  gov.  Rutkd^e,  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  orders  of  tlie  commanding  »eneral  of  the  southern  array. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  SulliTan,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom 
wa^  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  tre&snry  on  the  aoconnts  of  colonel  O. 
Campbell,  delivered  In  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  accounts  of  col. 
B. Campbell,  with  the  papers,  be  re-committed  to  the  board  of  treasury  for 
'  final  settlement;  and  that  the  board  credit  col.  Campbell,  in  the  settlf^mpnt 
of  his  accounts,  with  the  sum  o(  €  15  14  6,  for  loss  on  gold  and  silver,  and 
also  credit  him  for  interest  on  such  balance  as  may  be  found  due  to  ium  from 
the  United  States,  bnt  that  tlip  balance  of  the  tldi'erence  between  the  clothing 
charged  and  the  clothing credUeil  be  disallowed. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Bee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  and  memorial  of  Tth  May,  from  John  Ross,  delivered  in 
a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved y  That  Robert  Morris,  esq.  be^  and  he  is  hereby^  empowered  to 
deliver  to  John  Ross,  in  part  payment  of  his  account,  the  bills  of  exchange 
which  were  committed  to  him  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  resolution  of  the  4tb  of 
this  month,  th<  restrictions  in  the  said  resoUtieo  notwithstanding,  the  said 
J.  Ross  agreeing,  &c.  ,  . 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 

Varnum, 


N'Hampddn^  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Livermore, 

MafaachmaUy  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgooci, 

Jthode'Itilandf  Mr.  Va'n'im, 

4inm€etUuh  Ilunting^ton, 

Ellsworth, 
Shennan, 

PctOMSffcrnm,  Mr.  :Moiit^mer)', 

Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 

J)ifJ{\war€,       Mr«  Rodney, 

M*Kean, 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 


N.'  Cttritliiw, 
S.-CaroHna, 


Mr.  Carroll, 

Potts, 
Ur,  Joneflk 

Mudison, 
M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr,  Matdiewjs 

Bee, 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Waltxwi, 
Few, 


ay  >ay 

ay>» 
ay^ 

ay  I 

ayJ 
ay5  " 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

THURSDAY,  June  21, 1781. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupoq, 
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Resolved,  That  the  depreciation  for  pay  and  subsistence  direcied  to  be  set- 
tled by  the  act  of  the  12rh  inst.  in  favor  of  the  officers  and  men  of  col.  Ar- 
mand's  le^^ion,  be  extended  to  ihe  time  those  officers  aiid  meD  served  io  couat 
Pulaski^s  legion,  who  are  now  in  col.  Armand's. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee*  consistino;  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr. 
Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  e  petitidi  of  capt.  Tsnardj : 

JRiMolved,  That  capt.  Yanarthr  be  allowed  the  value  of  the  several  articles 
made  use  of  id  the  defence  of  Charleston,  for  wMeb  he  has  produced  vouch- 
ers, and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasurjr  to  ascertain  the  value 
and  take  orders  thereon  : 

That  capt.  Ysnardi  and  the  crew  of  his  ship  who  were  employed  during 
i^e  ^iege  in  one  of  the  bastions,  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and  subsistence  as 
^  is  allowed  to  artillerists  while  on  duty  ;  and  that  thn  pay-master  general  ht 
directed  to  settle  and  pay  the  same  :  and  that  the  remaining  part  nf  the  peti* 
*  lion,  respecting  loan-oiiice  certificates,  be  referred  to  the  £>ard  uf  treasurer 
to  take  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mn  Sherman^ 

JUsolvedt  That  a  vice-consul  be  apnointed  to  reside  in  France,  who  shsU 
eiercise  all  the  powers,  and  perform  tne  services  required  of  Willkm 
freja  during  his  absence  from  that  kingdom,  or  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  be  allowed  a  salarj  of  1000  d(dlars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  com* 
unis^iions  for  business  done  on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

Ordered^  That  Monday  next  be  assigned fofelaeting a  vice*Oonsnl« 

On  motion  of  the  flclcixates  of  Virginia, 

TieHnh'ed^  That  the  coiuinis8ary  '0:eneral  of  purchases  be  authorized  to  ex- 
change w  ith  Nicholson, agent  toi  the  stateof  Viri^iiria,  now  in  Philadel- 
phia, so  iiiuch  of  the  flour  witnin  the  .states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  or 
Maryland,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  as  Mr.  R.  Morris,  with  ihe  advice 
and  concurrence  of  the  commander  In  diief,  shall  approve,  for  a  like  quan- 
tity to  be  delivered  In  the  state  of  Virginia,  by  the  aforesaid  agent. 

FRIDAY,  Jum  22,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  (he  21st,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
, Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  di' 
rected  to  take  order  for  discharging  the  debt  due  from  the  United  States  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bnnk,  and  that  the  hills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  minis- 
ters of  these  U[iited  States  at  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  the  Ha^ue,  and  lodg- 
ed with  the  Pennsylvania  bank,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Ro- 
bert Mortis,  to  be  by  him  disf)()sed  of  m  such  manner  as  he  shall  ttiiok 
proper,  for  the  use  and  benetit  of  the  United  State*  of  America. 

A  committee,  consistirtg  of  Mr.  T.  8mith,  Mr.  Motte,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr. 
Sherman,  appointed  to  ascertain  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  burnins^  the 
bills  of  credit  of  the  old  emissions,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupoii, 
t  Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  and  bum  the 
bills  of  credit  of  the  old  emjssions,  be  allowed  for  that  service,  etch  the  sum 
of  two  dollars  specie,  for  every  daj  thej  shall  be  respectively  employed 
therein ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  report  weekly  to  the  board  of  trea* 
turjr,  the  number  and  amount  of  the  bills  bjr  ibem  exainined  and  burueiL 

SATURDAY,  June  25,  1781. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Matthews,  to 
whom  was  referred  two  letters  of  the  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  delivered  in 
a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  Robert  Morris,  es.q.  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  to  take  measures  Ibr  the  speedilj  launching  and  equipping  for  sea 
Ihe  ship  America,  now  on  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth*  in  N^w-Uampebire ; 
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That  the  bi>ard  of  adiuiraltv  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  abisign 
Ir.  JSL  Moms  the  produee  oi  the  share  of  the  United  Statea  in  the  prixea 
&ken  by  captain  Barrj,  to  enable  Mr.  Morrie  to  carrj  into  execiition  tbf 
•receding  reeolution : 

That  Congress  Droceed  on  Tueedaj  next  to  the  appointment  of  a  com* 
jiaiider  to  the  aaia  ship  America. 

MONDAY,  June  25,  1781. 

Accortlins:  to  the  order  of  the  d  ij.  an  ordinance  for  estahlishino;  a  C0Qr| 
f  appeaU  in  cases  of  capture,  uns  on  the  second  reading  debated  by  para- 
:raph&  :  and  on  a  question  to  agree  that  tlie  judges  of  the  said  court  shall 
told  their  coninussious  during  good  behaviour;"  the  yead  and  najs  bein|( 
equired  by  Mr.  T.  Smith, 


\\-Hum^9hut,  Mr.  SuUivan, 

livemoie, 
UbModhiMA^  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 
\l9nngci%cutf     Mr.  Huntinf^ton, 

EUsvirortliy 
Sherman, 


Ntw-Jeney^     Mr.  A\  ithei-spoon,  no 


no 


MtmfUmd, 


S^-CatvlinOf 


Mr.  C;aneUy 

Mr-Jonei^ 

Madison, 
Biand, 
M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Mutthewi^ 
Bee, 

Eveldgli, 
Mil  WaltoQp 


Houston,  no 

FtuH^^vtmiUf  Mr.  Mondgvunoy*  ay 

CI}  mcT,  ay>  ay 

T  Miiitii,  ay  J 

Ikhuvare,         Mr.  M'Ktan,  ay  ^* 

So  the  q^uestioa  was  lost. 

TUESDAY,  June  £6, 1781.  . 

A  Utter,  of  this  day»  fi  om  John  L.  Clarkson,  was  read ;  Wherevpon^ 

Ordered,  That  John  L.  Clarkson  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as 
clerk  to  the  board  of  treasury,  a  gum  at  the  rate  of  £50  dollars  p^r  annum« 
for  extra  services  in  e^cecuting  the  duties  of  secretary  of  that  board. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  Avas  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  It  be  recommended  to  the  states  of  Delaware,  Maryland^ 
and  Virginia,  to  settle  with  the  officers  and  men  of  the  invalid  regiment, 
who  are  citizens  of  those  states,  on  certifiL  jites  from  the  commanding  otiW  er 
of  the  regiment,  without  requiring  their  per:^onul  attendance  on  the  auditors 
or  persons  appointed  by  the  said  states  respectively,  to  liquidate  their  ac- 
counts for  depreciation. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,      Sultivattt  Mr.  Matthews,  \m 
whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  Morris,  delivered  in  a  farther 
port;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  an  agent  for  the  United  States  of  America  be  appointed 
to  reside  at  the  Havanna  : 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  said  agent;  andT 
that  the  committee  who  bt  uughi  in  this  report  prepare  the  draught  of  a  com* 
mission  and  instructions  for  the  said  a<^ent. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  appointirtent  of  a  captain  fo  command  the  sitip 
America:  and,  the  baliot»  being  taken,  John  P.  Juueh,  ebq.  wa&  unauitnoudiy 
elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  vice-consul,  conformable  to  the 
resolutran  of  the  81st  of  this  month ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thomaa 
Barclay  was  elected,  having  been  previonsly  nominated  by  Mr.  Clymer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  ^ir.  Sh:trpe, 

Resolved,  That  the  beard  of  admiralty  inform  John  llarry.  esq. commander 
sf  the  frigsto  Alliance,  that  Congress  approve  his  conduct  in  releasing  the 
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•hip  belon«pDg  to  tuliieeto  of  the  republic  of  Yeokeyire^tekcKii  hj  him  firon  t 
British  imvttMr  oft  the4th  of  Morob  it  beiog  th«r  deteraiiiiatio&  fll- 
waj8  to  pay  the  utmost  respect  to  the  rights  of  oettU^al  cominerce. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  2r,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  the  payment  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  NevtPs  passage  from  Charleston  to  Phiiadelphia,  in  the  same  maa* 
ner  as  l.as  been  allowed  to  officers  under  like  circmnstaiiccs. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the 
board  of  treasury  on  the  claim  of  Christian  Wirts,  who  under  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  council  of  Penusjlvania  of  town -major  of  Lancaster,  acted  oc- 
casionallj  under  the  board  of  war  in  taking  charge  of  prisoners,  public  storeis 
&c.  made  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  be  re- committed,  and 
that  the  board  of  treasury  l  eqnest  the  honourable  William  Atlee*  eM|.llA.* 
thias  Sloug;h  and  Adam  tligili*t,  esqrs.  to  ascertain  what  compensation  &e 
said  C.  Wirts  ou^lit  to  receive  for  the  services  performed  in  the  premisei 

for  the  United  .States. 

Congress  pn>ceed(*d  to  the  election  of  an  agent  to  resideat  Havanna  ;  and» 
tlie  IjaHots  beino:  taken,  Mr.  Robert  Siaitii  was  elected. 

BesoLved^  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  agent  aj)puinted  to  reside  at  Havanna, 
to  manage  the  occasional  concerns  of  Congress,  toassist  the  American  traders 
with  his  advice,  and  to  solicit  their  aOairs  with  the  Si^patiish  government,  and 
to  govern  himself  according  to  the  orders  he  may,  from  time  to  time«  receive 
from  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  or  their  superinteadeut  of 
inance* 

THURSDAY,  June  38,  irSl. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclc*sing  an  estimate  oC  asonqr 
lirauted  by  the  deputy  quarter-master,  for  sending  to  the  mtiii  irMjm  mu»« 

ber  of  public  horses  : 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  same,  together  with  the  several  estimates  of  the  board 
of  war  for  the  present  campaign,  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance ; 
and  that  he  devise  ways  and  means  for  furnishing  such  of  them,  as,  upon 
consultation  with  the  commander  in  chief  and  board  of  war,  shall  be  deemed 
most  esseiutall V  necessary: 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  fVtrniahed  with  an  aeooant  of  die 
several  requisitions  of  money,  and  supplies  from  the  states,  and  that  he  "take 
measures  lor  calling  upon  them,  and  pi-essing  a  compliance  witb  the  said 
vequisitions : 

That  he  order  such  sums  of  money  into  the  hands  of  the  qoarterHMMtar 
general,  and  the  commissary  of  military  stores,  as,  upon  conaultatieQ  afore- 

baid,  may  be  necessary  for  executing  the  duties  required  of  them  respectively: 
That  the  bills  of  exchan:>p  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  war  yet  unauldybe 

delivered  to  tlie  superintendent  of  fitiarue. 

Ordfnv'd,  That  a  cotnmittee  of  thtt'c  be  appointed,  to  deA'ise  the  proper 

mode  of  transterrin^r  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  the  business  of  the 

several  boards  and  departments  to  which  the  institution  of  his  office  extends, 

in  order  that  the  said  boards  and  departments  may  be  discontinued  si&  sooa 

as  the  situation  of  afihirs  will  admit: 
That  the  said  committee  confer  with  t^  aepeiiiiteiident  of  finaiiee  on  the 

object  of  their  appointment  t  the  nembera,  Mr.  Houston^  Mr*  Osgood*  llr» 

T.  Smith. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Atlee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  i£th  inftt.  from  the  board  of  aduuraltj, 
delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
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Ri^fdved^  That  the  reasnn  given  by  Jameg  Wharton  for  ueglectia^  to  lea- 
der iiis  accounts,  cannot  be  admitted  :        '  * 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  take  measures  to  eompel  a  settlement  of  those 
accounts  without  further  delay. 

FRIDAY,  Jum  29,  1781. 

A  r(»port  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolvtdt  That  colonel  Moses  Ha/.en  be,  and  he  be rebj  U  appointed  a 
lirigadier  in  the  ariuj'  ot  the  United  States  brevet. 

MONDAY,  JaZyS,  1781. 

•  A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  Jane,  from  general  W^ashington,  was  reafl,  in- 
formkig  Congress  that  ho  !ias  requested  300  expert  riflemen,  to  be  furnished 
by  f'le  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  tlie  present  campaign:  Whereupon, 

Iif  sfflved,  That  C'on:^ress  approve  tlie  said  rtHjuest,  and  that  lii^;  excellency 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  ut  Pennsylvania,  be  inturmcd 
that  the  United  States  in  ('ongress  assembled,  will  allow  a  deduction  of  the 
like  number  from  the  infantry  militia  required  of  the  said  state  for  the  80Uth; 
ern  service ;  and  that  whatever  bounty  they  shall  think  proper  to  grant  to 
this  corps  of  troops,  shall  be  re-paid  to  the  state,  and  the  men  shall  be  al- 
lowed pay^  rations,  and  complete  continental  establishment*  ^qual  to  the 
other  troops  in  the  field,  during  the  time  they  are  in  service. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  proper  measures' 
for  a  public  celebration  of  the  anniversary  oi  the  independence  on  Wednes- 
day next:  the  members,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Cniroll,  Mr.  Walton. 

lipsolvcd,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  furnishing  the  table  of  the 
cQiiimauder  in  ciuef« 

TUESDAY,  Jalij  3,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  committee  of  commerce  M  as  read  ;  Wlicrcupon, 
Oi  dercdt  That  Henry  Gardner,  esq.  treasurer  ot  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, be  directed  to  ad\;iace  to  Isaac  Smith,  of  Boston,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  oilier  owneia  ol  the  schooner  llawke,  so  many  dollars  in  bills  of 
the  new  emission  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  S  TO  sterling, 
being  the  amount  of  the  freight  and  interest  due  thereon  by  the  said  schoon- 
er Hawke ;  and  that  the  board  of  treasury  issue  a  warrant  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Clarke,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office 
for  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  pay  to  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  John  Brown,  such 
a  sum  in  the  bills  of  the  new  emission,  as  will  enable  the  said  Nicholas  and 
John  Brown  to  take  up  and  discharge  a  certain  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on 
them  by  Me««rs.  Penet,  D'Acosta  Freres  and  Co.  for  3738  livres,  14  sous, 
and  9  deniers  tournois,  dated  Nant/.,  March  10,  ir81,  the  said  bill  being 
for  amount  of  a  debt  contracted  by  the  said  Nicholas  and  John  Brown, 
as  a;:ents  of  the  United  States;  and  tiiat  tiie  board  of  treasury  issue  a  war- 
rant accordingly. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Betolved,  Tliat  for  the  greater  despatch  in  destroying  the  several  emissions 
6f  tiie  old  continental  currency  as  they  come  in^to  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  another  commissioner  *^be  added  to  those  already  appointed  for  that 
purpose;  which  commissionersi  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  also  examine, 
count  and  burn  such  of  tlie  emissions  of  May  20tb,  1777,  and  April  llth, 
1 778,  as  are  or  may  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  aforesaid :  the  commissioner 
elected,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Don  net. 

FRIDAY,  Julf  6f  irSl. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston, -Mr.  Osgood,  Mr. 
T.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Srth  of  June  from  the  sn- 
perintendent  of  finance :  " 
VouUL  '  81 
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•  Retohidf  That  the  transactions  of  Robert  Morris,  enq.  as  superintendeot 
of  the  6 nances  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  taking;  of  the  oaths  oC 
^ce  by  him  the  said  superintendent,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  tm  be 
Talid  and  authentic  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever: 

That  the  said  Robert  Morris  be  accountable  for  the  sameyinlike  manAer 
with  other  his  official  transactions: 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  trust  and  powers  granted  to  the  said  superin- 
tendent by  certain  res<dution8  of  the  assen^bly  of  Pennsylvania,  bearing 
date  the  25th  day  of  June,  17B1,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  have  a 
tendency  to  proiiH)te  the  public  service  of  the  United  States,  wherefore  the/ 
du  approve  thereof. 

On  report  4^  a  confintttee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Madison,  Mr.  Yanium^  Mr. 
Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  tetter  of  S8th  of  June,  from  the  superia- 
Undent  of  finance : 

Resulvedf  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho* 
rized  to  appoint  an  assistant  in  his  department,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  as 
annual  salary  of  1850  Spanish  milled  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly  from  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  two  clerks  who  shall  be  entitled  each  t» 
the  annual  ?abryof  500  8panish  milled  dcdiars  to  be  paid  in  like  manner. 

The  president  having  inronned  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
that  his  ill  shite  ot  health  will  not  permit  him  ti»  con  t  itme  longer  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  duties  of  that  ofiice,  and  requested  leave  of  absence: 
*.  Ordered,  That  Miiuday  next  be  assisined  for  electing  a  president. 

The  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  M«  Smitn,  Mr.  ^erroan^ 
Mr.  Ji>nifer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Smith»  was  taken 
into  consideration ;  and  on  the  question  to  a^e  to  the  first  paragraph,  viz. 

*•  That  the  election  of  a  secretary  of  marine  be  postponed  tm  toe  first 
Monday  in  November  next." 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 


Sw-Bamptkin,  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Livcrmor^ 

JUaamckifetu,   Mr.  Lovell, 

Pstridge, 
Osgpood, 

Wiode-Ll  nd,     Mr.  Vamum, 
Cormecttcut,      Mr.  Huntington^ 

Ellsworth, 
Sherman, 

PimiMyimmiM,    Mr.  Montgoneiy,  no' 

Cljmer, 
T.  Smith 

Debxmatet        llr.  Rodney,  no 

M^Kesn,  no: 


no 


no 


no 


Maryfand, 

Virginia, 

N.'Carolina, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 
Potts, 

Me.  J<me% 


Bknd, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  bharpe^ 

Johnson^ 
Mr.  MattJiar% 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleighi 
Ifr.  WaltoiiB 

Few, 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

Order Pd,  That  the  reniai n dp r  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the 
members,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Bland. 

SATURDAY*  Juhj  7, 1781.  • 

A  letter,  of  the  14th  April,  from  the  board  of  admiral tj,  was  calljcd  for* 
and  a  motion  thereon  being  made  and  question  put,  ^  that  the  salary  of  the 
commissionera  of  the  board  of  admiralty  tie  augmented,''  passecf  in  the 

negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  application  of  the  board  of  admiralty  of  the  2d,  in  be- 
halt  of  themselves  and  the  secretary  of  the  board,  for  the  payment  of  the  ba- 
lance of  salary  due  to  tliem»  be  referred  to  the  auperinteadeni  of  finaacets 
take  order. 

Un  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Johnaoi%  Mr.  Matte,  Mr*  Cly* 


Digitized  by  Google 


(MS 


tner»  to  whom  were  referred  severai  papers  accompaujin^  an  application  gf 

C(»l.  Ha7-en  : 

Ri>solvcfl,  That  the  board  of  treasury,  in  the  settlement  of  the  depreriatioa 
due  r<)  rli  it  part  (jf  col.  Haven's  re«riineut  not  of  the  quota  ol  dny  state,  adruit 
such  ev  uleiice  :)f  the  ti  nes  of  ifili.Htment  and  perioiU  iits  Tvice  as  have  Ueea 
accepted  by  any  of  the  states  in  setUing;  with  other  parts  of  the  said  re^ment* 
Mid  that  the  said  board  appoint  some  person,  who  shall  deliver  certificates 
fbr  the  balances  doe  on  account  of  depreciation,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
respectivelj  to  whom  ther  shall  be  doe  %  he  taking  their  receipts  for  the  sam^i 
to  be  transmitted  to  .and  lodged  in  the  treasury  office. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr,  Bland,  Mr.  Os- 
ffood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  June  7tb»  from  the  gpvemor  of  Rhode- 
Island  : 

R  '^iolved,  That  so  much  of  the  sriid  letter  as  relate?  to  a  call  for  militia 
fur  the  defence  of  that  island,  be  referred  to  the  coiiunaiKier  in  chief;  and 
that  he  be  authorized  to  call  upon  the  four  eastern  states  ,  namely,  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  ;ind  Connecticut,  tor  huch  num* 
bei  of  militia  for  the  defence  of  Rhoilc-Islaiul  as  he  shall  think  necessarj. 

A  motion  was  uiade  by  the  deleuales  of  South-Carolina,  that  the  board  of 
war  be  directed  to  forward  to  the  state  of  South -Carolina,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  5000  stand  of  arms  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  that  state. 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vamnm,  tostrik 
oat  the  words  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  that  state  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert,  "  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  depart* 
ment  shall  direct a  division  was  called  for,  and  on  the  question  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  Chat  state the  yeas  aiid  nays 
beins;  required  by  .Mr.  Matthews: 


A*.  Mamptkitt,  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Livermor^ 

MasBOchuietts,  Mr.  LoveU, 

Palndff^ 

Osg-oon, 

I{!io(h-Iflan(f,    Mr.  ^';lrn^tTl, 

LoHJieciicutf     Mr.  UunUii^on, 

EBsworth, 
Sherman, 

Femu^hamOt  Mr.  ]il<mt!;:oniery, 

T.  Smith, 

Msvor^       Ife.  Bodney, 


I 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 

Potts, 
Mr.  Jonea^ 

Hland^ 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Mottc, 

£velcigh, 

Howly, 


no 


no 


fio  it  fMilsed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland,  be- 
tween the  words  "  arms''  and  for,"  to  insert  to  be  disposed  of  as  theeom* 
manding  officer  of  the  southern  department  shall  direct.^' 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Matthewe»  •      *  « 


If,MampMre,  Mr.  Sullivan, 

I  ivermore, 

Muiaachuseiis,  Mr.  L,uvcll, 

Putridge, 
Osgood, 

Hhodt'Iaktnd,    Mr.  ^'innnm, 

iriunneMM*     Mr.  Huatiiigton, 

Ellsworth, 
Sherman, 

I'eimtjfhania,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

T.  Smith, 

Delaware,       Mr.  Rodney, 


€ki  it  |isnd  in  the  negative. 


VirginUh 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Cam  ill, 
PoLla, 

Mr.  Joiie% 

Bland, 
Mbr.  Shurpe, 

John«oii, 
Mr.HBtthew% 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh^ 
Mr.  Pew, 


no 


•no 
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After  debtte»  Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideratioB  of  the  motion  he 
postponed. 

MONDAY,  July  9,  ir81. 

A  note  from  Mr.  Ellerj,  one  of  the  coromiasioners  of  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, WAS  read,  informing  that  hia  family  affairs  pressed  his  retarn  home, 
and^ibertfore  requested  leave  of  absence : 

Ordered^  That  leave  be  granted. 
.  According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  president ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  honorable  Samuel  Johnsoa 
was  elected. 

TUESDAY,  July  10, 1781. 

Mr.  Johnson  having  declined  to  accept  the  office  of  president,  and  oflTond 
such  reasons  as  were  satisfactory,  the  house  proceeded  to  another  election; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  hon.  Thomas  M*Kean  was  elected* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  superin- 
terdent  of  ti  nance  on  tho  means  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expenses  oi  the  delegates  of  such  of  the  states  as  from  the  events 
of  the  war  may  be  unable  to  provide  for  their  sppport  durin;:!^  their  attendance 
in  Congress;  also  on  the  means  for  paying  the  salaries  due  to  the  civil  offi- 
cers and  clerk;*  of  the  boards  or  offices  immediately  umler  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Mrsoived,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, either  by  hiinself  or  snch  person  or  persons  as  he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  appoint  for  the  purpose,  to  procure  on  contract  alt  necessary  supplies 
for  the  use  of  the  army  or  armies  of  the  Unrted  States,  and  also  for  the^navy 
artificers,  or  prisoners  of  war,  and  also  the  transpoitation  thereof;  and  all 
contracts  or  agreements  heretofore  made,  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  made 
by  him  or  persons  under  his  authority,  for  tlie  purposes  aforesaid,  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  bindin'_j  on  the  United  Rt:!tt'<!. 

OiirL  [)(n  t  i)[  .1  comiuittee,  consistiiii;  ot  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Patridg'e,  Mr.  Os- 
good, ti)  wjjom  was  roferrejl  a  petitioii  of  James  and  VN  illiam  Wintbrop: 

Ordrred,  That  Messrs.  Jami^s  rtml  ^^  ill iam  Winthrop, be  permitted  to  oc- 
cupy the  barracks,  standinjj;  witliuul  the  tunifications  on  Governor's  Island, 
in  tlie  harbour  uf  Boston,  for  ll;e  purpose  oi  a  bai  a,  until  further  order  shall 
-be  taken  respecting  the  same  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  committee,  consisting^  of  Mr«  C]ymer,Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Mntthews, 
appointed  to  prepare  a  commission  and  instructions  to  Thomas  Barclay,  vice- 
consul,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Reaolvedt  That  the  thanks  of  Con^ss  be  g}ven  to  the  hon.  Samuel  Hun- 
tington, late  president  of  Congress,  m  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his 
conduct  in  the  chair  and  in  the  execution  of  public  business* 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  8.  Johnson  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jnhj  11,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Thomas  Hutchins,was  read,  signifying  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  office  of  geoi^rapher  to  the  southern  army. 

fiesolved,  Tlint  the  e:eoi;ra|>her  to  the  main  army,  and  also  the  geograplitr 
to  the  southern  ai my,  be  stiled  "Ecogiapber  to  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca," and  commissioned  and  considered  as  such ;  and  that  they  perform  such 
services  as  the  commander  in  chi<ef,  and  commanding  officer  of  the  southern 
army,  may  judj^e  necessary  to  assisn  them  respectively. 

On  inoiiuM  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  admiralty: 

Nesolifedf  That  the  frigate  TrombuU  be  put  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Morris,  superintendent  of  finance,  for  such  ser?lce  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
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iarj ;  and  that  the  captain  of  the  said  frigate  receiye  and  obey  the  orders 
and  instructions  gWen  to  him  by  the  said  superintendent. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr* 

Bland,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  and  other  papers  of  baron 
D^Arendt,  was  taken  into  consideradon,  nameljt  that  part  wherein  thej  re* 
port  that  it  may  be  proper  to  resolve,  ^ 

'*  That  the  tiard  of  tn  usury  settle  with  the  baron  D'Arendt,  for  his  pay 
and  depreciation,  up  to  ihe  Tu  st  d:iy  of  January,  1781  ;  aud  that  he  be  enti- 
tled to  such  future  pay  and  emoluments  as  may  be  allowed  by  Congress  to 
otlicr  foreign  oiiicers  in  similar  circumstances.'* 

A  question  being  taken  oa.thetirst  part:  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  second  part  the  previous  qoestion  was  moved  bj  the  state  of  Con* 
necticQty  seconded  by  the  state  of  Georgia ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  T*  Smith* 


Ni^Haa^t^ire,  Ifr.  SulUviii, 

Livermare^ 
MoBsae/iutetU,  Mi-.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Rhode-hlandt   Mr.  Vamum, 

CmmecHeiUt     &Ir.  KHswoi-th, 

Sherman, 

Pefui&t/lvaiuOf  Mr.  Monlg^omery, 

Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 

Delaware,       Mr.  l?odney, 


no 


ay 


no 


Maryland, 
Firgima, 


^.'Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Ur.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 

Potts, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Mactiaoiit 

Bland, 
Mr.  Shnrpc, 
Mr.  Mattiiewa, 

Motte, 

Eveleigfai 
Mr.  Fe  u-, 

Uowly* 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oil  the  question  to  ogree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  aud  oajs  being 

reqiiireii  by  Mr.  Sullivun, 


div. 


N.- CarolinOf 
S,'CanUna, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Catrol], 
Pottt, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Madison, 
Bknd 

Mr.  Sharne, 

Mr.  MattJiew% 
Motto, 
Evelcigh, 

Mr.  Few, 
Uowfy, 


ay} 
ayjty 

ayi 
ayj  ay 
ay) 

ay/ 

ayj  ay 
ay> 


A-JJa/upahire,  Mr,  Sullivan  *y^av  Maryland, 

litemiore, 
MBuackutam,  Mr.  Lovcll, 

Patridge,      -  ay  ^  ay  Vtrginm, 
Osgood, 

Bkode^hkmd,  Mr.  Yaniuin, 
Coaaiui^eiiit,    Mr.  EUaworth, 

Sherman, 

PennsyliHmia,  Mr.  Montgomery,  ay 
•  Clynicr, 
T.  Smith,  . 
DeUmoare,       Mr.  Rodney,  ^y^av 

M'K<;tii,  ay  5 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afhrmative. 

Whereas  the  baron  D'Arendt,  cannot,  consistent  with  the  arrangement  of 

the  army  made  in  October  last,  and  which  took  effect  in  January  1781,  be 
considered  in  the  sei  vit;e  of  these  itiites  sincu  that  time,  nor  at  present  be 
allowed  half  pay,  in  the  same  mauoer  as  vaa^  aUuwed  to  officers  reduced  by 
that  arrangement, 

HiBS9lvea,  That  the  board  of  treasury  settlie  with  the  baron  D'Arendt,  for 
his.  pay  and  depreciation,  up  to  the  said  Ist  day  of  January,  1781 ;  and  that 
he  be  entitled  to  avch  future  pay  and  emolumeots,  as  may  be  allowed  by 
Congress  to  other  foreign  officers  in  simiUr  circumstances. 

THURSDAY,  July  10,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Mr.  Huntington,  late  president,  was  read; 
Oi  iUredy  That  the  vote  of  thanks^  and  this  letter  in  answer  thereto  be 

published. 

On  the  application  of  the  hon.  S.  Huntington^  one  of  the  delegates  for  the 
itate  of  CoQuecticut : 
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Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  in  bis  tavor  un  the  treasurer,  for  133  1-5 
dollars,  specie,  to  be  charged  to  the  iaid  fetate,  ia  part  parinent  for  tkt 
Bchooner  Spy»  furnished  bj  the  aaid  state  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statea* 
and  lost  in  their  service. 

The  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Patiidge; 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Marbois,  char;;e  de<  affaires  of 
France,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  it  was  resoUed  as  followas 

Whereas  ithashppn  represented  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem^ 
bled,  that  there  arc  many  French  seamen,  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty, in  the  United  States,  employed  on  boaid  armed  and  other  vesse!?«  in 
the  service  of  the  said  states,  or  the  citizens  thereof :  and,  whereas,  it  hath 
also  been  represented,  lliat  the  said  seamen  are  necessat  v  for  completely 
manning  the  squadron  under  the  count  de  Bat  tas  :  All  u&cers,  therefiire, 
commanding  armed  or  other  vessel  a,  under  commtsrions  from  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled^  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  immediate! j 
to  deliver  to  the  said  count  de  fiarrae,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  by  him 
appointed  to  receive  the  samet  atl  French  seamen*  aoti|ects  of  his  said  ma- 
jesty, who  are  or  may  be  entered  on  board  their  vessels  respectively ;  and 
if  any  officer,  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  complying 
with  tlus  order,  he  shall  forfeit  his  commission,  and  !>e  subject  to  such  other 
punishment  as  to  right  shall  appertain  ;  and  it  is  earnestly  r  econnnended  to 
the  letjislatures  and  executives  of  the  several  states,  to^i>e  t  tt'ectual  aid  and 
support  for  the  executing  tliis  order,  and  also  fur  delivering;  to  the  count  de 
Barras,  all  French  seamen  as  aforesaid,  that  may  be  otherwise  employed 
witidn  (heir  respective  jurisdictions.  • 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary-general  of  military 
stores ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken^  Samnel  Hudgdon  was  elected*  having 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Howly. 

FRlDAYt  July  13,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte, 

Resolved,  That  the  boaid  of  war  direct  rations  to  be  furnished  to  the  pri- 
soner^ lately  exclinn^ed,  and  their  families,  wlio  have  already  arrived,  or  may 
hereafter  arrive  in  this  city  from  Charleston,  bavauuah,  or  iit.  Augustine, 
until  the  further  order  of  Congress  : 

That  the  board  of  war  order  a  return  to  he  made  of  tlie  number  of  such 
persoiis  as  sliall  so  diaw  lations,  except  the  continental  uUdcers  and  tkeir 
lamiiics,  iliiii  a  proper  account  may  be  Keptof  tlie  same. 

MONDAY,  July  l6, 1781. 

An  act  psased  by  the  fseneral  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Yirgiipiay 
enipoweriog  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  levy  a  duty  ^five 
per  cent,  on  iutports  and  prizes,  was  read. 

Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  a  delate  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  atteQiled,niid 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  : 

A  memorial  of  capt,  Juneph  Elliot,  of  th«  first  Sottth-Caioiina  regimenty 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  he  referred  to  the  board  of  war;  and  that  the  board  of 
war  t  ik<^  order  for  allording  such  relief  to  the  officers  of  tke  United  ^tutes, 
lately  returned  ami  returning  iiom  captivity  in  Charleston,  as  their  circum- 
stances may  require,  and  the  finances  will  admit* 

A  letter,  of  this  day>  from  brigadier-^neral  M'lntosh,  was  read  i 

'Wheienpon,  it  was  moved  bj  Mr*  vamnm,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherauui» 
"that  the  resolution  of  Congresa  of  the  15th  day  of  February*  1780,  respect- 
ing brigadier-general  M'Intosh,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed." 

To  which  It  waa  moved  by  Mr.  Walton,  seconded  by  Mf.Mowly,.  to  «ddv 
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by  way  of  mnenfimenr,  "  except  iu  tkr  reiiUaiDi  Uiiu  iiuui  taking  cooir 
mand  in  the  state  of  Georgia." 

On  the  i|ueHti<>n  to  agro«  to  the  &meDd(]|«iit,  the  jeas  and  na^ti  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Walton, 


^^JJmnp&ktre,  Mr.  Sullivan, 

MuHu^mmttH  Mr.  FKtridge^ 

OsgoocU 

Rfiode-Islancff    Mr.  Varnuni» 
Cormecticut,     Mr.  Ellsworth, 

ShemMn, 
Ifr.  Montgx)mery, 

Cl\  H^er, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 

Potts, 


no 


no 


no 


Oelawote, 


no 
no 
no 

no 
no 
no 
no 
nol 
no  C  no 

no  3 

no  ^no 
noS 

5 


no 
no 


no 


Mr.  Jone^ 

no" 

MadMKHly 

no 

Bland, 

no 

M.  Smith, 

no 

Randolph, 

no^ 

Mr,  Ifotthews^ 

no  1 

Bee, 

nof 

Motte,. 

ri')  y 

Eveleigh, 

no  ' 

Mr.  Walton, 

ay  J 

Uowly« 

8o  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oa  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question  ;  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  report  frorn  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  VV hereupon, 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  board  of  war,  commander  in  chief,  and  commanding 
officer  of  a  separate  army,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  order  ra- 
tions to  be  delivered  to  such  officers  on  parole  as  they  shall  think  proper,  the 
rcAoliition  of  the  19th  of  May,  1778,  notwithstanding, 

TUESDAY,  Juh/  17,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer.  Mr.  Sherman*  Mr. 
^land,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty: 

Resolved,  That  William  Nichuisuu  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  marines 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States: 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  remainder  be  re-committed. 

Oil  report  of  a  committee,  coasibting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr, 
Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th,  from  F.  Lewis,  n  commia- 
amer  of  th#  board  of  admiralty,  desiring  leave  to  resign  : 

JRmivei,  That  the^resignatioa  of  the  said  Francis  Lewis  be*  and  it  in 
hereby  accepted. 

WEDNESDAY*  Jtt^  16, 1761. 
On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war : 

Mesoivea,  That  the  office  of  pay-master  to  the  board  of  wai*  and  nidnance 
be  abolished ;  and  that  the  said  pay«maater<do  forthwith  prepare  his  accoonta 
for  liquidation : 

A  report  from  the  chamber  of  acconnts,  on  the  aceonnts  of  general  8alU« 
van,  was  laid  before  Cornj^ress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  hoard  of  treasury  ;  and  that  the  board 
receive  such  evidence  in  support  of  IIk'  clairus  of  Mr.  Sullivan  as  shall  be 
satisfactory,  and  the  best  which  circumstaaceh  will  admit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Walton, 

Hesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  pay  the  passages  of  the 
several  continental  (dficers  already  arrived,  and  that  may  hereafter  arrive  m 
tbU  oity  from  Charleston  and  St.  Aagastine. 

The  cnnsideration  of  the  ordinance  for  establishing  a  coart  of  appeals  in 
cases  of  capture,  was  resumed  ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed : 
^That  Mr.  Randolph  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Jiesohed^  That  it  bcT  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  prepare  and 
briii^;  in  !in  ordinance  for  regulating  the  procee<lings  of  the  admiralty  courts 
of  the  several. states  in  cases  of  capture,  to  revise  and  collect  into  one  body 
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the  resolutions  of  Congress  anil  oilier  cunveiiient  rules  of  decision,  and  to 
call  upuii  tlie  several  legislatures,  tu  aid  hy  necessary  provisions  tlie  powers 
reserved  tu  Congress  by  the  articles  of  coufederatioa  on  the  subject  of  cap- 
tures from  the  enemy. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr. 
Bland,  tu  whom  was  referred  &  motioii  relative  to  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  of  America : 

Jteiolvedp  That  the  careef  the.  marine  prisoneray  heretofore  entnisted  to 
the  board  of  admiralty,  be  transferred  to  die  commissary  of  prisoners  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  seal  of  the  admiralty  be  deposited  with  thesecretaiy  of  Congress; 
^ftttd  that  he  seal  and  countersign  the  like  commissions  as  have  hereto^oit 
been  issued  by  the  btiard  of  atltmraity  by  order  of  Congress^  until  a  secreta- 
ry of  marine  slmli  be  {appointed. 

FRIDAY,        20,  17SK 

Mr.  Mowry,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  for  that 
atate,  which  were  read. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Bland,  to 
whom  was  re-committed  part  of  the  report  of  Ae  board  of  admiralty,  de- 
livered in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  Richard  Dale  and  Alexander  Murray,  be  appointed  lieu- 
tenants in  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and  that  commissions  be  issned 
to  them  accordingly. 

SATURDAY,  July  21,  1781. 

The  commiHee.  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  CI vmer,  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr. 
Matthews,  Nil  .  Jeuiter,  Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Bland,  ilelivered  in  a  report: 

The  same  being  taken  up,  and  the  following  paragraph,  being  under  debate, 
vii. 

•* That  foi  tike  pui  poseot  administering  suitable  relief  to  these  unfortu- 
nate but  hi;;hly  virtuous  citizens  (namely,  sundry  inhabitants  of  South -Caro- 
Una  and  Georgia,  lateW  arrived  in  cartels  from  Charleston}  a  recommenda- 
tion be  immediately  forwarded  from  Congress  to  the  several  execntiveo  id 
^e  Union,  to  promote  a  loan  of  mone^  wi&iin  their  respective  states  i  and 
^^t  it  be  notified  to  them,  that  the  delegates  representin;^  the  states  of  Souths 
Carolina  and  Geargia  in  Congress,  have  pledged  the  faith  of  the  said  states 
for  the  re-payment  of  Uie  money  so  lent,  in  proportion  to  what  shall  be  sup- 
plied to  their  respective  citizens,  as  socm  as  the  legislatures  of  the  said  states 
shall  be  in  a  condition  to  make  provision  for  so  doing; ;  and  that  in  the  mean 
tinie  the  United  States  in  Conj^ress  assembled,  willguarautee  the  re.-pay- 
ment  of  all  monies  lent  for  tlie  above  purpose. 

A  oioLion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ellswortli,  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  ol  iliat  paragraph;  and  on  the  question  fur  postpon- 
ing, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bee, 


If.'HsaapaJdrt,  Mi-.  buiii\  aii,  a) 


livennore. 


no 


^^^^ 


JICiuat^iu*ett9t  Mr-  PaiTldge,  no 

OsgDod,  no 

MJiode^Ibktnd,   Mr.  Mowry, 

Vaniun^ 

Cwnecticutt .  Mr.  EUtworOi,       ay  ;  . 

Sherman,      ^  a>  5  ' 
JStiv-Jerscy,      lilr.  Withe  rspoon,'  no  y* 
Peiutxylvoitia,  Mr.  Montgomery,  noi 

Clymer,         noV  no 
T.  Smith,  ay^ 
JDdauMV^       >Ir.  M'Kcan,        no  ^  * 


Maryland,       Mi.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 
Potts, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Bland, 
Bandolph, 
N.-Camh'tiat     Mr.  Sharpe,  ' 
&'Cmvlina,     Mr.  Matthews, 

Bee, 
Mott^ 
Eveleigjh, 
Gfeocn'o^         Mr.  Walton. 

'     *  Howly, 
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89  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  division  bein|;  tkeo  called  for»  and  «  questjoD  taken  on  the  fiisst  part;, 
fat  at  the  words  **  a  loan  of  ntonev  within  their  respective  itate^'*  inclii* 
mt  I  il  was  leet,  opljr  five  aUtea  hemg  in  th«  affirMtive. 

MONDAY,  July  23,  1781. 

Mr.  Rlias  Bouflinnt,  a  delcKate  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  attended, ail^ 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appuintment,  which  were  read. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Cornel  I, 
fir*  Sharpe,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract  of  fi;eneral  Washington's  let* 
ter  of  the  S8th  of  June  last,  respecting  the  clothing  department : 

Hesnlved,  That  the  said  extract  of  general  Washington's  letter^  together 
With  a  letter  from  ihe  superintendent  of  finance  to  tlje  comhiittee  on  the 
subject,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war;  who  are  directed  to  confer  with  the 
superintendent  of  finance  and  tlie  clothier,  and  make  the  beat  contracts  in 
^heir  power  f(»r  procurinj^  clothing  for  the  army. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Varnum.  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

**  That  the  an)ount  of  all  clothing;  furiiijihed  or  to  be  furnished  during  the 
present  campaign  and  for  the  next  winter,  bv  any  of  the  states  for  their  seve- 
ral troops,' sh^lf  be  credited  to  the  slates  rei»pectively,  according  to  a  just 
tnd  equitable  value,  and  shall  be  considered  as  so  much  advauccU  on  accouu^ 
of  such  atate'i  4|aota  of  taxes  for  the  present  year," ' 

On  the  questioo  to  sgree  to  this  motion,  the  jeas  and  najs  being  require^ 
l>y  Mr.  Sherman, 


av 

»  — 

ay  ) 


div. 


no 


•S'.-Careft'tto, 


Georgia, 


Bfr.  IfKeaa, 

Ur.  CaiTc^ 
Potts, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 
Itandolpt^ 

nr.  Shariic, 

Mr.  Mstthevi^ 
Bee, 

Eveleigfi, 
Mr.  Walton,  . 
Howly, 


no 


^'^MmnpMt,  Mr.  BuMvMb 

LivermOB^ 
Mu8achutctt9,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 

ilM^JMami;  Mr.  Mowiy, 

Varnum, 
C<maecticuh    Mr.  EUsworih,. 

iMnKlbvqf,     Mr.  Widicrspeon,  no  f 

BoufHnot,        no  ^ 
^enm^fhama,  Mr.  Montgumcxy,  no^S 

Clymer,  novno 
T.  Smith,  my 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee, consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoqn,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Yarnum^ 
Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Mattliews,  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  the 
honourable  the  mintftor  of  France,  reported  the  aubstance  of  the  said  oommih 

aications. 

Con<rress  resnmed  tilo  consideration  of  the  report  on  Mr.  Bland's  motion  ; 

Hereupon, 

Itcsolvt^d,  That  the  auditor-general  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  enthorizcd  and 
directed  forthwith  to  ascertain,  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  the  specie  value, 
at  the  time  the  same  weie  dated,  of  the  several  bilU  drawn  by  major-gen. 
Lincoln,  and  accepted  by  toe  boat  d  ol  treasury,  in  pui  buance  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the  ^d  day  of  March  amd  6th  of  July,  1780 ;  and  ikAt 
4he  superintendent  of  finance  isane  oertifieatss  for  the  amunnt  thereof,  with 
lawfnl  interest  from  the  respective  dates ;  and  also  provii(e  sufficient  fands 
for  the  final  redemption  of  the  said  certificates,  and  for  the  punctual  paj- 
tnontof  the  interest  thereof  annually*  ip  specie,  in  the  mean  time. 

Resolved,  That  five  suitable  persons  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  open 
a  subscription  for  a  loan  of  30,000  dollars,  for  the  support  of  such  of  the  ntf- 
zens  of  the  states  of  South-Candina  and  Georgia,  as  have  been  driven  from 
their  country  and  pgassssioas  bv  tlisisneiny,  Uve  sai^  states,  respectively^  by 
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their  delegates  in  Cungress.  pledging;  their  faith  for  the  re-payment  of  the 
•iinis  00  lent,  with  interest,  in  proportieii  t»  the  Mmt  which  ehall  be  reeei?r 
ed  br  their  respective  citizens,  at  soon  as  the  lef;;ialatares  of  the  said  ilatss 
•hail  severally  be  tn  condition  to  make  pmhmk  ht  so  4oing,  and  CMgren 
berebj  guaranteeing  this  obligation  t  i 

That  the  said  five  persons  do  also  receive  voliintarj  and  free  donatioii0B  ts 
be  applied  to  the  further  relief  of  the  said  sufferers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  president  send  a  ropy  of  the  above  re-^olution  to  the 
exetuiives  of  the  several  states  m>l  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  requesting 
them  to  promote  tiie  success  of  the  said  loan  and  donatioa  io  such  way  as 
they  shall  tbink  best. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  F.  Hopkinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  was  read,  re* 
(^uestin^  leave  to  resign  ; 

Ordtmdt  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Emlved^  That  the  office  of  treasurer  of  loans  be»  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abolished ;  and  that  the  busiaets  thereof  be  anneied  to  the  office  of  treasiier 
of  the  United  States. 

TUESDAY,  Jidij  2-4,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspooo,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.Smithi  it  was  resolv- 
ed as  toliows : 

Whereas  the  superintendent  of  finance,,  upon  entering  on  his  office,  has  re- 
presented that  it  would  be  proper  that  the  b(»ard  of  treasury  should  continue 
to  exercise  the  |M>wers  entrosted  to  thenit  until  such  time  as  he  shall  have 
made  his  arrangements,  and  is  |>repared  to  take  up  the  business : 

fimtrhed,  That  until  the  business  be  regularly  transferred  (iver.to.the  sa- 
p'eriiitendent  of  finance,  the  board  of  treasury  continue  in  the  discbaiigje^tbe 
duties  heretofore  entrusted  to  them. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th  May,  from  E.  Forman,  one  of  the  commisstonera  4|f  the 
board  cf  treasury,  was  called  for  atiH  read  ;  Whereifpon, 

Besoiced,  That  the  resignatioa  of  the  said  EiLekiei  Forman  be,  and  it  it 
hei  ebv  accepted. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Variium,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, to  whom  was  referred  a  meioorial  of  John  Storey  : 

Besolvpdy  That  John  Storey  be  entitled  to  the  saa^e  pay  and  rations  for  his 
aenrieest  from  the  time  of  gen.  Greene's  resignation  as  quarter- master  gene- 
ral, until  the  2lst  day  of  April  last,  which  he  received  or  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive when  acting  immediately  under  the  said  quarter-jnaster  general ; 

That  the  said  ^hti  Storey  immediately  repair  to  camp^and  tliere  carefiiUy 
transact  and  settle  the  business  belonging  to  the  late  quarter  master  gene- 
ral's department,  until  the  further  order  ot  Congress ;  and  for  this  service  he 
shall  be  allowed,  from  the  Slat  day  of  April  iMt»  the  pay  and  rations  of  a 
captain  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  jMr.  Storey  be  informed  that  his  claim  to  rank  is  inadmis- 
sible ;  and  that  his  e  l;iiin  lor  depi  i  ciation  will  be  settled  by  th« general  plaai 
-when  adopted  for  tlie  start' o{  the  aruiy. 

'  JResuiv*id,  That  Messrs.  Wdliam  Bingham,  John  Bayani,  George  Mead, 
Jacob  Barge,  and  Dr.  Hutchinson,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  and  •an- 
"titonzed  to  opena  eabscrtptm  for  a  loan,  agreeably .t»  um  resollMiuB-passed 
*  yesterday. 

Wfi1>Nfi8DikY»       S5,  irSU 

Mr.  Jonathan  Elmer,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Kew-Jeney,  atttndedaad 
took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  superintendent  of  fiaanoe  wnn  read;  Where- 

'upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  interesttoiw  allowed  on  the  certifio^tea  granted  for  the 
bills  drawn  by  major-gen»  JldnGoin,  be  at  the  rata  of  six  per  cent*  per  annum* 
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On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  uf  Mr.  Osiii>od,  Mr.  Potts,  Mr.  Liver- 
VMire,  to  wiiMi  was  refcmd  a  nenmrMl  of  J*  P.  Jones,  together'  with*  bis  , 
oecoont: 

MtmUfedf  Itet  the  dmrgts  6f  the  said  J.  P.  Jones,  as  exhibited  in  hit  ae- 
.counts.  No.  1,2,$,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  be  allowed ;  and  that  tlie  eaid  report  an! 
•ccoiliito  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  take  order. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Matthevvi^ 
Mr.  Madir^on,  to  whom  was  referred  two  letters  fwm  major-j^en.  Greene  t 

Mesolvedy  Thnt  the  pres^idtMit  arqrjaint  iiiajnr-s;en.  Greene,  that  the  mea- 
sures he  has  pursued  tor  the  gem  ral  security  of  the  southern  states,  and  for 
dr-,p(iiisegsing;  the  enemy  of  the  several  posts  occupied  by  them,  afford  such 
proofs  of  hi»  judgment,  vigilance,  and  firmness,  as  recommend  him  totheen« 
tire  approbation  of  Congress;  and  that  Conc^ress  are  eqim^ily  sensible  of  the 
seal,  ^dlla»trjr»  and  peraeverancedisfilajed  by  theofilceFiaml  tollers oader 
hb  eomoMiMl.  in  tlie  variQat  aenricettn  wlilbh  they  have  been  employed,  aoi 
ibediftcttltiea^wilii  whieh  tbey  have  contended. 

THURSDAY,  Ju/y  26,  1781. 

Mr.  N.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended. 

Ordered^  That  the  hnanl  of  treasury  report  to  Con'xress  wint  8tate<?  Vinve 
complied  with  the  resolutions  ot  Congress  oi  tiu-  J  sth  .March  and  26th  Au- 
^st.  17B0,  concerniiig  the  calling  in  the  old  coutmental  money  and  the 
issuiag  the  new. 

MONDAY*  Ju^  SO,  l7St« 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  UeuteMBt  dh 

Marcellin,  <  let  iv  (Mill  in  a  report;  Whereopon, 

Ordered,  Thai  lieutenant  de  Marcelltn,  of  the  2d  PennayWanta  regimentt 
have  leave  of  ahsenee  till  the  let  day  of  May,  178S9  for  the  perpoM  of  §akag 

to  France  on  private  business. 

On  report  of  a  cuinmittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  ElUworHi,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr* 
Mattliews,  Mr.  Jsharpe,  Mr.  Mii«!i!»on.  appointed  to  conter  with  the  superin- 
tendent ot  tinanee  on  the  means  ot  defraying;  the  exppn«e  of  the  dele«;ates  o 
such  of  the  states,  as  from  the  events  ol  the  war  may  be  unable  to  provide 
for  theit  huppiut  (luring  their  attendance  in  Congress:  also  on  the  means  for  ■ 
paying  the  salarteaof  the  cMrilolBceni  and  ekrha  of  thoboarde  and  offices 
immedlalely  nnder  Coamefi,  ^ 

Benhein  That  until&»delegatea<br  the  etaleaof  North^rttlina,  Setth* 
'  Oarolioa  and  Georgia,  shall  raeeive  renhtances  frem  tMr  reepective  Malea 
'for  their  support  dohng  their  attendaneo  in  CoQ|reS8,  the  snperiotuident  of 
finance  be  authorized  and  directed  to  supply  such  of  them  as  have  their 
families  with  them,  a  sum  not  exceedinq-  9J}{)  dollars  per  month  each,  and  to 
such  as  have  not  fsfmilies  with  them,  150  dttllars  per  month  each,  the  said 
sums  to  t)t»,  charged  t<*  tiiesaid  states  respecti vel v ;  and  timt  the  superintend- 
eiii  oi  iiiiance  be  authorr/:,ed  and  directed  to  make  pnivi^inn  tor  discharging 
the  ariears  of  pay  due  to  theofficerson  the  civil  estat)lishmeni  of  the  Urii^eu 
States,  and  fur  the  future  payment  ul  their  balarieh  aa  tiiti  hauie  shall  become 

'      A  report  of  the  board  of  wsTi  on  the  srnagsments  made  and  orders  givea 
by  B«  Cornell,  at  Springfield,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

iZssoliMd,  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  -they  are  hereby  empowered  to 
•oontinne  such  of  the  officers  in  the  laboratory  and  artificers  at  Springfield, 

'  as  the  good  of  the  service  may  require,  and  to  remove  all  and  every  other 

officer  in  the  laboratory  or  corps  of  artificers  at  that  place,  and  proceed  to 
make  -^uch  lurther  retorn^s  in  the  department  of  thr  cf)Tnmissary  of  military 

stoctti  at  other  posts  as  they  judge  la^f  cojuiuc^  to  the  |iuhUc  iiitercst 
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Mr.  Dvaiie  tncl  Mr*  L^Boannedica.  twii  deiegaMs  for  the  •tateef  Kot^ 

York,atteDded. 

On  rep^t  of  a  eevmwricc,  conttisttiiK  «l  Mr.  Carrol),  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Var- 
Biini,.A|!pouited  ta  confer  with  the  commltoder  le  ehief,  the  board  ef  war, 

and  the  superintendent  (»f  finance: 

Ordered,  That  one  ol  the  n^enibers  of  the  board  of  wnr  be.  and  he  is  here- 
by directed  to  rejiHip  to  head  f]u:trte's  with  the  s  iptM  iiiiend^  nt  <it  finance,  in 
Oi  (l<'i  t«)  consult  wiiU  the  conuiiciiHiei  it)  duel  tin  the  subject  of  the  arrange* 
ment  and  numbers  o(  theai  iny  fur  the  ensuing  year. 

On  repint  of  a  cummittee, consistins  of  Mr.Clymer,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  John- 
son, to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  general  Sullivan  of  the  25th  of 
Motember,  1780  s 

Ordered^  That  ihe  board  of  treaavrj  pata  to  ihe  eradk  ef  general  8«liifviiAi 
die  folbwing  sums  in  speeie^  lis*  100  dollare  at  a  cefnpenciatiotf  for  Hm^  eir* 

?ensea  incurred  by  him  in  securina  the  inilitarj  itorta and  erdnanee  in  Fnrt^ 
V'illiam  and  Mary,  New-Hampshire,  in  the  year  1775,  and  dintribafing 
them  in  various  parts  of  the  country  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;  1000 
dollars  for  the  extraordinary  expetfses,  necec*;nn!y  incirrrrd  by  him  on  several 
occasions,  as  the  cnimuaiidin^j  otiicer  in  a  separate  <te[)artinent,  for  wh'ch  no 
pn»vit<ion  or  compensation  has  been  made  ;  and  4(  0  ciollars  as  a  reimburse- 
ment of  the  exp^iisesi  incurred  by  him,  after  his  resignation  for  tlie  recovery 
of  his  heaitii,  which  he  had  lost  in  ihe  service  and  via«  thereby  induced  to 
redre.  ♦ 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosine  accounts  aeaiust  the 
United  Slates  hr  the  support  and  tuition  ef  three  Inman  boys  at  mnceton; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  lite  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trealury ;  and  that 
the  board  device  waye  and  means  for  fiimishin^  colonel  George  Morgan  with 
the  sum  of  J@  137  currency  of  New- Jersey,  in  specie,  to  enable  him  to  pay 

for  tlie  8uppf)rt  and  tuition  of  three  Irrdian  bovs  of  the  Delaware  nation, 
now  at  Princeton  college  ;  for  which  sum  colonel  George  Morgan  is  to  be 
accouAtabitt. 

W£0N£8OAY,  4t^^  ],  1781. 

,  On.  motios  ef  Mr.  Shernao*  seeeaded     Mr.  Vanivmt 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  en  the  post-offiee^  the  snpenatendeotjof 

HbaMsep  and  poatrmaster  general,  prapare  and  report  the  stale  of  that  present 

expenses  of  the  post-offiM)e«  and  a  system  for  regulating  the  same  in  futurei 

Ordered,  That  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  n  delegate  for  the  state 

of  North  Carolina,  a  Marrant  issue  on  1  homas  fejinith,  commissioner  ol'  tjie 

continental  Icau  t)ilice  fur  llie  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favour  of  Griffith 

Rutiierford,  brigadier-general,  and  —  Isaacs,  a  colonel  of  militia  ot  ti^e 

state  of  jSorth  Carolina,  lately  arrived  in  this  city  from  captivity  at  St.  Au- 

gustice,  for  the  bum  of  SOOU  duikr»  uew  emission,  to  be  charged  to  the  said 

State  of  North-Carolina.  .  .  • 

A  mntion  was  made  by  Mr*  Vamum,  secewM  bv  Mr.  L'HiMaveedieiiy  - 

That  a  committee  be  appetnted  to  eaqntre  into  the  faotemeiittoied  in-fhc 

Intercepted  letter  of  tlie  7th  Fehewwj  last«  ftum  lenl  George  QeiMi*  tnair 

Henry  Clinton^  and  report  the  result  of  their  enquiries  to  Congress* 

A  motieA  waa  laade  bj  Mr.  Bland,  seeeuded  by  Mr*  fiaUivaib  iba4siiist 

motion  be  postponed ; 

On  the  question  for  poeponiag*  Ihe  /aaa  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr. 

Varouin,  « 

Mr.  Sullivan,        »y)       Lmmthutttttt  Mr.  Lovell, 

,  ImnaoKp  ^  1  Patridfi^e,  no^no 

I  Osgooa, 
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Vaftmm, 


CoimecHciUt 


no  S 
no 
no* 


I 


no 


Mr.  £U8\»'oith, 
Sfattroan, 

I  /  Hommedieu,  no  > 
Mr.  Boudinot,        av  \ 

Elmer,  ^'^  ^ 

Ifr.  M»Kcan, 


Ay 


FtrgjiiiiOt 


N  Carolina^ 


Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Miuiison, 

BUnd, 

Mr.  Sharue, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
Motte, 

Evclcig'h, 

Mr.  Wateon, 


ay  > 

no  5 


div. 


no 

ay 

ay 

ay 
av  \^ 

no^  ay 

no 


So  the  question  was  lost. 
On  «tbe  question  to  aigree  tO  tbt  motkoit  the  yens  aocl  najft  being  required 
by  Mr.  Vanium. 


tf.-Hump&idre^  Mr.  Sullivan, 


Ur.  Lore]],  p 
I'atrid^^.  .  , 

VnMnfl, 

Mr.  E?ls^  otth, 
^hu'ioanf 
Mr.  Diiane, 

L'HoriTmedieii; 
Mr.  Ro  idinot^ 


no  } 


no 


Maryland^ 


Mr.  M'Kean, 

Carroll, 
ter.  Jones, 

Mr.  Sharpe« 
Mr.  MAttb«w% 
Motte^ 
FAelcirfi, 
Mr.  Watotn, 


j:1i)kt,  no  ^ 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

THURSDAY,  df  irSi. 

On  a  report  from  the  boird  ok  treasury : 

Rtiohii^  TlMt  the  arrearaget  and  aalariea  doe  to  officers  on  tht  civil  list, 
AhaU  be  aacertained  in  specie  valuei  and  warrants  for  their  respective  ba- 
lances, issiTed  by  the  board  of  treasury  under  their  seal,  upon  the  commis- 
sioner ot  the  loan-office  of  the  state  where  tlie  Unitrd  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  holt!  their  sessions  j  and  where  any  such  specie  warrants 
shall  be  granted  to  otiicers  on  that  establishment,  which  can  with  more  con* 
I'enience  be  discharged  by  the  said  commissioner  in  paper  currency  issued 
Under  the  act  ui  the  .18th  of  March,  1780,  the  same  siiuU  be  discharged  ac- 
o«Mrding  to  the  rate  of  depreciatiiM  ftt  the  time  of  payment,  on  a  comparison 

the  ume  with  specie : 

That  to  eaaMi  the  kwa^ioAier  to  make  soch  fMjrmeiit  in  •P«cie  Talue^  the 
iNMrd  of  treasury  shall  once  a  itianth^  oroftcner  if  they  shaft  juitge  proper, 
ascertain  the  depreciatieeof  the  currency  afuresaiil»  and  instruec  the  said 
loan-offleer  to  make  hia  payments  agreeable  thereto. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Vandyke,  to  whom  was  reterred  part  of  the  report 
on  gen.  ^;ullivan's  letter  of  the  23th  of  Noven>ber  Inst,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  and  on  the  <juet»tion,  that  it  be  reconuuended  t<»  the  state  of 
NeW-Hampshtre  to  make  good  to  general  Sullivan  the  deptecialion  of  his 
^y  for  the  time  lie  couiitiued  in  service,  in  the  like  manner  as  has  been 
ime  for  the  oflkers  in  tlie  line  of  the  said  state  now  in  service  :  the  yeas 
'end  oejs' being  reqaired  by  Mr.  LWemere» 


'Mummmm  Mv-  Osgood, 

Putridg^ 

^Bimk'i^UitUk  Mr*  Mo  wry, . 

Vai'nutti, 


>y>* 


JSTeW'Ttrk,      ^Hr.  Dnaae, 

JVevhJgnejft     Mr^  Boudinot, 

Klmer, 

PennsylvaniOf  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Clymer, 

Dekiwan,      Mr.  M*Kcan, 
X  Vaadyke, 


eol 
no  > 
no ) 
no 
no 
bo 
no 


no 


no 


no 
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Bee,  no  \ 

Motte,  no 
Evtdeigh,        no  J 


Gtor^iot       lir.  w•ta^  mo 


wuDOH,         mo  J 


Mtrjfkm^       llr.  Jenifer,  W  ?  i 

Carroll,  ay  5 

Vit^iWtt         Mr.  Jones,  <  no*^ 

Bland,  no  l 

Uimdolpl)^  no J 
^.•Carolina,    Mr.  Sliarpe,  *y  ^  * 

So  it  piSMd  in  the  negfttive. 

FRIDAY,  Ju-wsf  3,  1781. 

A  memorial  of  tbe  (l«'le2afe«*,  as  atrents  for  tlie  state  of  New-York,  m- 
pectinji;  tlie  controverted  jui  isdictttio  uf  the  district  c«ll«4tii#  New-Hanp 
shire  Grants,  was  read. 

The  committee,  cousistinsr  of  Mr  .Boudinot,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Clvmer,  ap* 
pointed  tu  take  into  consideration  the  htale  ufthe  American  pri&oDersm 
tbe  power  of  the  enem  J,  report,  '  .         .  . 

*'  That  thej  have  .collected  together  atul  caraorily  looked  into  vaiioit 
evideacea  of  the  treatment  our  unhappj  fellbw^clttzens,  prisoners  with  tiM 
caemjr,  have  htretofore  and  atill  do  meet  with^and  find,  the  suk^ect  of  ae 
important  and  serious  a  nature  aa  to  demand  much  greater  attentMNi*  i4l 
'  fiiuer  consideration*  than  the  present  distreaae*!  eitnation  of  those  confin- 
ed on  hoard  tlie  pri son- ships >t  New-York  will  now  admit  of wherelbr^ 
they  be^;  leave  to  make  a  partial  report,  and  desire  leave  |o  ait  again  I 

They  accordingly  submitted  a  report ;  Whereup<in, 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  Coniire>«  that  a  very  large  number  of  marine 
prisoners  and  citizens  of  these  United  ^States,  taken  by  the  enemy',  are  now 
close  confined  on  board  prisor^  -lups  in  the  harbour  of  New- York  : 

That  die  naid  pi  iaon-ships  at  e  t^o  uiiequal  in  ^i/.e  to  the  nutuber  of  prison* 
era,  at  not  to  admit  of  a  possibility  of  preserving  life  in  this  warm  season  uf 
the  year,  th^  t>eing  crowded  together  in  aoch  a  manner  as  to  be  in  danfjir 
ni  aoifocation,  as  well  as  exposal  to  every  kind  of  pntrid  uid  pnstilnonal 
disorder  : 

Thst  uo  ctreorostances  of  the  enemy's  partieular  sitnatioBcan  jnntify  this 
oiitrag;e  on  humanity,  it  being  contrary  to  the  usa^  and  custom  of  civilinsd 
nations,  thus  deliberately  to  murder  their  captives  in  cold  blood,  as  the  ene- 
my will  not  assert  that  prison -ships,  equal  to  the  number  of  prisoners,  can- 
not be  obtained  so  as  to  aftord  room  sulficient  for  the  necessary  purjiosss 
of  life  : 

That  the  enemy  do  daily  improve  these  distresses  to  inlist  and  compel 
many  ot  our  citiztMts  to  enter  on  board  their  ships  of  war,  and  thus  to  flight 
against  their  fellou-ciiizens  ahtl  dearejit  connexioni» ; 

That  tlie  said  marine  prisoners,  until  they  can  be  exchanged,  should  be 
'supplied  with  such  necessaries  of  clothing  and  provisioBS  aa  ean  be  obtnlncd 
to  mitigate  their  present  snflerings : 

That,  therefore,  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  ta  hereby,  instractod 
to  remonstrate  to  the  proper  uHicer  within  the'enemy's  lines,  on  the  eaid 
nnjnstifiable  treatment  uf  oar  marine  prisenefs,  and  demand,  in  the  meat 
express  terms,  to  know  the  reasons  of  this  unnecessary  severity  tmrni^l 
them  ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief  transmit  such  answer  as  may  l>e  re- 
ceivedtthereon,  to  i 'onjgri  eHS,  ihnt  decided  measures  for  due  retaliation  aany  he 
adopted,  if  a  r»dres>  {jf  tlu'^c  ^-vlls  is  not  itompdiatcly  jjiven  :  * 

'lhatthe  comioandLT  in  rhiet  be,  aiul  lie  is  heieby,  also  instructed  to  di- 
rect the  supplying  the  said  prisoners,  w  lih  such  provisions  and  li^iit  clothing, 
for  ilieir  present  more  comfortable  subsistence,  as  may  be  in  lus  power  to 
obtain^  and  in  such  manner  as  he  may  judge  most  advantageous  for  (hue 
,  United  States. 
.  Ordered,  Th^Hthe  «|imnittee  have  leave  te  sit  again.  . 
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MONDAY^  JugM  6, 1781. 

-  A  report  from  the  board  of  treasnrTt  on  the  account  of  A*  Lee,  e8(^.  via 
read,  wnerein  purBuaot  to  the  order  of  the  d9th  May  last,  they  atate  hia  ex* 
traordinarvexpensie*  in  Europe,  tnclud'mg  articles  purchased,  and  said  in  be 
returned  m  per  account,  19,836  livres,  14  sous  and  6  d enters ;  and  his  ordi- 
nary expenses  in  Rurope^  and  from  Boston,  1dd,S61  livres,  3  sous  and  10 
deniers  ;  that  the  sum  charged  bj-Mr*  Lee,  for  supplies  sent  to  the  state  of 
Virtjinia,  (part  of  the  moneys  he  received  foi  the  ])Tih!ic  u^p.)  amounting:  to 
66,853  livres  and  10  flefuer*,  are  acknowledged  tf)  have  been  received,  and 
for  which  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state,  by  their  certificate,  dated 
the  ISih  of  March  last,  and  tiled  in  the  treasury-office,  promise  to  account 
with  the  United  States;  and  that  there  remaios  due  to  hini  for  his  salary, 
and  that  of  his  secretary,  the  sum  of  £  2238  17  9,  sterling  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report,  allowing  the  foregoing  ac- 
counts to  the  credit  of  Mr.  A*  Lee* 

TUE8DAY,  MgM  7, 1781.  • 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr  Vamnm,  Mr* 
Ellsworth,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  of  the  1st  and  5th  of  July,  from 
the  governor  of  New-  fork !  *  - 

It  appearing  to  Congress  from  the  representation  of  governor  Clinton  and 
•  other  information,  thnt  commissions  liave  been  jjranted  by  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  tor  the  purpose  of  suppressing  commerce  from  the 
enemy  into  that  stat*',  authorizing  the  persons  to  whom  thtrsp  roininibsions 
ate  granted,  among  oilier  things,  to  go  on  Long-Island  and  otlier  islands  adja- 
cent, and  seize  the  jioods  and  merchandise  they  should  there  find,  the  pro- 
perty of  British  subjects;  and  that  the  said  commissions  are  attended  with 
many  abuses  dan^erooa  to  the  public,  as  well  as  distressins  to  citizens  and 
friends  of  these  United  States,  inhabiting  the  said  islaniis,  some  of  whom, 
vnder  pretext  of  the  powers  contained  in  such  comini'ssions,  have  been  plnn- 
dered  of  their  property,  and  otherwise  evil  treated  ;  and  that  the  further 
continuance  of  the  said  oommisaioBB  would  impede  the  public  serrice  in 
that  quarter ;  therefore, 

liesolvedt  That  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  desired  immedialel  v  to  revoke  the  said  commissions,  bv  him  granted, 
80  far  as  they  authorize  tlie  seizure  o(  goods  on  Long-Island,  or  eisewherOy 
on  land  uut  within  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Corroll,  Mr.  Varnuui,  Air.  Madison,  to 
whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  a  letter  of  the  SOjth  June,  from  the 
president  of  New- Hampshire,  together  with  a  motion  relative  to  the  subject; 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  states  of  New -Hampshire  and  New-York  have  submitted  to 
Congress  the  decision  of  the  disputes  between  them  and  the  people  inhabit- 
ing the  New- Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  called 
the  state  of  Vermont,  concerntnjr  their  re'<pective  claims  of  jurisdiction  over 
the  said  territory,  and  liave  been  heard  thereon  ;  and  whereas  the  people 
aforesaid  claim  and  exercise  the  powers  of  a  sovereign  independent  state, 
and  have  recpiested  to  be  admitted  into  the  federal  union  of  the  United 
States  of  Anierii  a  :  in  j>rder  thereto,  and  that  they  may  have  an  opportiinity 
'  to  be  heard  in  vindicatiim  of  their  said  claim  ;  » 
'\  Meaolved,  .Thsii  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  people  residing  on  the  New- 
HamfMhire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of 'Connecticut  river,  or  by  their  repre- 
sentative body,  respecting  their  claim  to  be  an  independent  state,  ana  on 
what  terms  it  may  bt  piH^per  to  admit  them  into  the  federal  union  of  these 


Digitized  by  Google 


m  lauBNALs  OF  coNaus^imV: 

■tiles,  ja  cm  the  United  iite^s  in  CAn|rest  ttMibled  tball  deterniiie  tO 

recoguize  their  iDiiepeiideDce,  and  thereof  make  report: 

And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  p*»ople  of  the  territory  aforesaid,  or" 
their  repre^fntitive  body,  tf»  appoint  an  agent  t»r  agents  to  repair  immedi- 
ately to  Philadelphia,  v^itb  full  powof-s  and  inst ructions  to  confer  with  the 
^id  committee  on  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  <m  behalf  of  the  said  people,  tQ 
*gree  upon  and  ratify  terms  and  articles  of  union  and  confederation  with  the 
ynite4  States  of  America,  in  ca^e  tiiey  shall  be  admitted  into  the  unioii 
%fid  the  flmd  cemmittee  aro  hereby  instructed  to  g;i?e  Dotice  to  the  agents  of 
^e  states  of  New-Hampshire  and  New*York,  tp  be  preheat  M  theeeuerence 
l^oresftid. 

JieiiQlvedf  That  in  Otfe  Congress  shall  recocrnlze  the  independence  of  the  . 
said  people  of  Vermont,  thej  will  consider  all  the  lands  belonging  to  New* 
Hampshire  aiid  New- York,  respective! jr^  withont  the  liinits  of  Vermont  afore- 

said,  t)«  rominj^  witliin  the  tnntual  guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  the  ar» 
tide  of  confederation  ;  and  that  the  United  States  will  accordingly  guaran> 
tee  such  lands,  and  the  juried  icrion  over  the  same,  against  ajij  claiiua  or  en* 
Groachnients  froib  tlie  inhabitants  of  V  ennont  atoretiaid^ 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Niohoison 
Broughton,  requesting  to  be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  twelve  jrtiineas, 
advanced  to  him  in  T«  ranee  on  account  of  the  United  States,  report  that,  \n 
their  opinioD^  a  Compliance  with  his  request  in  this  instance  wenhi  be  im- 
proper :  *  ,  " 

Resolved,  That  Congreiss  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  board  of  war,  to  wiiom  was  refen  cd  a  letter  from  J.  Pierce,  report, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  resoltition  of  Congress  of  the  £rtl)  August,  If  80» 
clearly  and  dectdedl  v  sets  forth  the  principles  on  which  theontstandiag  debts 
of  4he  public  are  to  be  collected,  SDd  which  ouglit  to  be  strictly  adhered  to 
by  the  pay-msster  general  in  recttTing  all  flioneys  dee  fi^n  individuals  to 
the  United  States : 

iiSMeleed,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  of  five,  to  confer  with 

such  person  or  persons  as  maybe  appointed  hv  the  people  residinq:  on  the 
ISew-Hampsiiire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  C  onnecticut  river,  or  t>y  their 
representative  body,  respecting  their  claim  to  bean  independeiit  state,  and 
on  what  terms  it  may  be  proper  toadtnit  tiiem  into  the  federal  union  of  these 
states,  in  r:i«<e  the  United  States  in  Con^res«?  assembled  shaU  determine  to 
fecog^iii/.e  their  independence  :  the  members  chosen,  iMr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Van* 
dyke,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  boand  of  tmsnry,  in  compliance  with  the  resol  ationB  of  the  30th  July, 
directing  them 'to  devise  ways  and  means  for  furnishing  cel.  Qeoifte  Moi|;aa 
with  the  sdm  of  4^  l%7,  currency  of  New-Jersey,  in  specie,  to  enable  him  to 
|#y  for  the  support  and  tuition  of  three  Indian  boys,  of  the  Delaware  nation, 
at  Princeton  college,  deliYeredin  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  support  and  education  of  the  Indian  vooth  at  Prince- 
ton coUege,  in  the  state  of  New-Jer?!ey,  under  the  care  (d  colonel  Georu;e 
Moro;an,  of  the  said  state,  the  sum  of  365  GO-90  dollars  in  specie,  be  paid 
to  hirn  by  Dr.  J.  Witherspoon,  president  of  the  said  college,  out  of  mo- 
neys placed  in  his  hands  by  the  North-Carolina  provincial  prisoners  of  war, 
exchanged  in  the  year  1778,  to  discharge  the  demands  of  the  Uuuetl  States 
agaiuat  them  for  subsistence  ;  for  which  sum  the  aforesaid  col.  George  Mor- 
gan is  to  be  acconntabl e. 

THURSDAY,  Mgust  9,  1781. 

'  The  committee,  consisting:  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  KllsuortH, 
to  wiii>m  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  hun.  t|^e  minister  pleni|foteiiuar^  ai 
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~  Fran«s,  tsnether  with  the  plan  of  a  cmivsnlioo  between  the  most  Christiatt 
king  and  ue  Unitftd  8tate8,  for  th«  purpose  of  determmiiig  and  ftxkig  the 
^  functions  and  prerogatives  of  their  respective  ceimiliy  Yice-consaliy  and 

g  agents,  delivered  in  a  report ;  ^v!lich  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re'Coinnnnetl,  and  that  llie  committee  be.  instructed 
to  confer  with  die  minister  ol  Ki  ance  upon  a  plan  {)t  a  convention  for  deter- 

.  mining  and  ri\i!ig  the  functions  and  prerogatives  ot  consuls,  &,c.and  report  to 
Congiress  the  precise  explanatitai  which  shall  be  j^iven  to  them,  as  well  as  a 
piiiu  of  convention,  adapted  to  the  subject  and  the  eifcumstano^s  ef  America. 

FRIDAY,  ,Bugust  W,  \7SU 

Ceagreea  proceeded  to  the  eleet'iOB  of  a  secretary  for  foreign  aflfiitrfl ;  and* 
the  MTote4>ein«  taken,  Mr*  Rol>ert  R.  Liviugstoii  was  eteetai,  having  been 
^previoualy  nominated  by  Mr*  Floyd. 
f    On  moti<|n  of  the  delegates  of  ^onth-CaroUna, 

^  Resolved^  That  the  gentlemen  appointed  bj  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
I  July  last,  to  collect  loans  and  donations  for  the  distressed  inh;d>Unnt<5  of 

South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered 
.to  pay  tlie  same  into  the  hands  of  the  dele«;ates  oftlie  said  states,  or  to  their 

order,  a<i;reeably  to  the  said  act ;  and  that  receipts  for  the  same  be  taken  and 
'lodged  in  the  treasury  oilice. 

!  MONDAY,  .At^st  13,  iret. 

A  letter,  of  this  d^,  from  lieutenant  J.  Townes,  was  read ;  Whcrenpon, 
Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  ^th 

:  July ;  and, thereupon, 

I  Ordered,  That  tl>e  board  of  war  draw  warrants  on  the  pay-master  gene- 
i  ral,in  favoar  of  the  several  officers  of  the  army  of  these  states,  lately  pri- 
i  soners  of  war  in  SouthoCaroHoa  and  Georgiit*  for  six  months  nominal  paj 

I  in  the  new  emission. 

A  report  of  tlie  board  of  war  on  a  letter  of  the  29th  July,  from  A*Uanr 

mond,  was  read  ;  VVliereupon, 

Ordered,  'lliat  the  letter  of  A.  IIan)!iion(],  requestino;  leave  to  to  sea 
Jfoi'  the  recovery  of  his  health,  be  referred  to  the  coimnander  in  cluef ;  who 
iis  hereby  empowered  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  and  to 
;  grant  his  request  if  he  thinks  it  proper  and  expedient. 
I  On  motion  of  Mr*  Sherm^,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 
^  Resolved,  That  tlie  establishment  of  the  ofiice  of  interpreter  of  the  French 
land  Spanish  languages  te,  and  hereby  is  abolished* . 

'  WEDNESDAY,  .^if^usUJ,  irst.  '  ' 

A  letter,  ol  the  10th,  from  J,  Storey,  was  read  ;  >V hereupon, 
I    Ordered,  'Vhni  J .  Storey  be  informed  that  Congress  do,  at  his  request^  dis* 
pieose  with  his  further  service* 

FRIDAY,  Augua  ir,  1781. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  commitlee  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  rth,  to  eoofer  with  agenls  to  be  sainted 
by  the  people  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west-side  of  ConnectI* 
cut  river ;  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Jonas  Fay^  Ira  Allen  and 
fiezaleel  \Voodward>  wherein  they  represent,  tlmtthe  said  J.  Fay,  I.  Allen 
and  B.  Woodward,  have  produced  to  them  a  commission,  under  the  hand  ef 
Thomas  Chittenden,  esq.  empowering them^  among  other  things,  to  repair  to 
the  American  (/on|g:ress,  and  to  propose  to  and  recme  from  them  terms  of 
an  union  with  the  United  States  ;  V\  here  a  poo, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  aa  iastiuctiou  to  tlie  committee  to  confer  with  the 
Vol.  Ui.  83  '  . 
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ftiud  Jonas  Faj)  Ira  AUea  and  Bezaleel  Woadward,  on  the  Mbject  .of  tbe 
missioD. 

MONDAY,  •'Ji^^^fsf  20,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  lOth  was  read,  respecting 
bills  of  exchange  draw  n  by  Britifib  officers,  for  their  subsistence  while  pri- 
suuers  of  war  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  returned  protected. 

Ordered^  That  tiie  mum  be  referred  to  a  eoBmittee  of  three  s  the  nemberib 
Mr.  Bottdinot,  Mr.  T*  Smith,  Mr.  Cljmer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  J.  Fay,  I.  Allen  and  B.  Wood* 
ward,  delivered  in  a  report,  which  wu  taken  into  cootideratioii';  and»  there" 
upon.  Congress  came  to  the  foUowii^  reeolution : 

It  being  the  fixe<l  purpose  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  the  guarantee  to  the 
states  of  New-Hampihire  and  New -York,  contained  in  the  resolntioii  of  the 
7th  inj^tant: 

Resolvedj  That  it  be  an  indispensable  jHtilminary  to  the  recognition  of 
the  indeperulence  of  the  people  inhabitiog  the  territory  called  Vermont,  and 
their  admission  into  the  feaeral  union,  that  they  explicitly  relinquish  all 
demands  of  lands  urjuriddiction  ou  the  east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  CoQ' 
necticut  river,  and  on  the  weit  tide  of  a  line,  beginning  at  the  north-west 
corner  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  thence  ninnins  twenty  miles  east  of 
Hudson's  river,  so  hr  as  the  said  river  runs  north-easteny  fin  its  general  cottrse ; 
then  by  the  west  bounds  of  the  township  granted  by  the  late  governroeot 
of  NeW'Hampshire  to  the  river  running  trom  South -Bay  to  Lake  ChamplstD, 
thence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake  Champlaln,  thence  along  the  waters  of 
Lake  Champlain  to  the  latitude  of  45  degrees  north,  excepting  a  neck  of 
land  between  Missiskoy-Bay  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain. 

On  the  question  to  a|^e  to  this«  the  yeas  and  nayii  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Sharpe, 


ay  y 


N-Hampsh'Tfi,  Mr.  Livermorc, 
Meumchuneiiit,  Mr.  Fatrid^ 

Osgood, 

Jthode-jbfandf  Mr,  Mou  n', 
Cmiecticvt,    Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Sherman, 

JUtw-Tcri,      Bfr.Duaae,  5.  ,10 

L'llominedieu^tio  5 
jtkuhJerietf,     Mr.  Boudinot, 

Elmer, 

Ptmitjfhama,'  Mr.  Atlee, 

T. 


ay>* 

\  av 
a>'  V  - 

Do  y 

.no  5 
ayS-ay 

80  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Dclavare, 
Miaryland, 
Fifginia, 


N.-Candina, 
S.-CaroUna, 


Mr.  M»Kean, 
Vandyke, 

Mr.  Jenifer, ' 
Can-oil, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Bland, 
M.  Bwiifli, 
I^ndolph, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  MatUiews^ 
See, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Uuwly, 


av 


ay 

•y 

ay 

ay 

no  i 
ayUy 


TUESDAY,  Mgust  21,  1781. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr. 
Sherman,  to  wljoui  wab  refei  led  a  letter  of  the  8th,  from  geneiai  Washing- 
ton, was  taken  into  consideration ;  wherein  the  committee  state,  *'  that  at  a 
meeting  of  ^e  commissaries  of  prisoners  for  both  parties,  at  GermaotewO) 
in  the  month  of  Jonei  1778,  a  demand  was  made  by  the  American  commis' 
sary  for  payment  of  a  nirober  of  Canadian  ofllcers,  taken  at  St.  John's  and 
Chambly,  and  sent  into  the  British  lines  iii  1776.  The  British  commissary 
at  the  same  time  demanding  an  allowance  for  440  American  prisoners  taken 
at  the  Cedars,  and  returned  on  parole  :  that  it  was  then  agreed  between  the 
said  commissaries  that  both  these  demands  sfrtiuld  rest,  one  against  theother, 
till  the  British  commissary  should  obtain  a  certificate  ;  VV  hereupon, 

Mtaolved,  That  the  compiandcr  in  chief  be«  and  he  is  hereby  autboriaedi 
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to  ^o  into  a  full  exchange  of  lieutenant-general  Burgoync,  and  all  the  re- 
maining officers  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  with  the  enemy,  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  him  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

-Ktsolved,  That  the  prisoners  taken  bj^  the  enemy  at  the  Cedars,  may  be 
considered  as  subjects  of  exchange,  uotwithstanding  any  former  retolotions 
^  Congress  to  the  contrary ;  and  tiiat  th«  commanaeriiichief  be,and  here- 
by is  insirucud  to  charge  Id  the  iatended  exchange,  the  Beveral  officers  taken 
in  Canada*  and  whose  raskt  were  disputed  by  the  enesnr  and  engaged  bj 
their  commiasary  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  manner  aforesaid,  according 
to  the  ranks  mentioned  in  t^eir  paroles,  nniess  the  enemy  produce  sufficient 
F^of  of  a  different  rank.  ' 

The  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board 
of  treasury  relative  to  certain  bills  of  exchange,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and,  thereupon, 

I^esulved,  That  the  coram«wider  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to 
remonstrate  to  the  commandins  officer  of  the  British  troops,  on  the  subject 
of  16  sets  of  bills  of  exchange,  draw  u  by  sundry  British  officers  prisonei^  of 
war,  in  payment  of  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  per  week,  allowed  them  by 
Congress,  and  by  the  said  officers  ordered  to  be  protested,  as  appears  by  the 
•tveral  protesto  attending  the  said  bills;  and  that  he  report  the  answer  of 
^  said  commanding  officer  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  commander  in  chief  with 
certified  copies  of  the  said  bills,  protests,  and  the  letters  attending  them. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mgust  2^,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
Resolved,  That  in  case  genera!  Burgoyne  shall  have  been  exchanged  for 
the  honourable  Henry  Laurent,  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  otiicers  which 
»nay  be  received  for  him  in  the  general  exchange,  authorized  by  the  resolu* 
tioo  of  the  21st. 

THURSDAY,  ^M^'usi  23,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  tlip  board  of  war  of  the  27th  of  May,  1779  : 

Resolved,  That  as  the  corps  of  iiglit  draeoons  are  generally  detached 
from  each  other,  which  renders  it  impracticable  for  their  brigade  chaplain  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  aucn  a  chaplain  is  unnecessary ;  and  that 
the  present  brigade  chaplain  to  the  light  dragoons,  if  any  there  beb  be  dli- 
charged  from  service.  . 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  £4th  July,  1779  : 

jResolved,  That  the  supreme  emutlve  council  of  Pennsylvania  be  re*  - 
quested  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  make  a  just  appraisement  uf  the  leaden 
spouts  taken  in  the  year  1777,  from  the  houses  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, l)y  order  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
the^  direct  the  appraisers  to  return  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  such 
tlieir  valuation  and  appraisement. 

On  -A  report  of  the  bioard  of  war  of  19th  December,  1780  : 
*  liesolvedy  Tliat  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be,  and  hereby  are  autho- 
rized and  directed  to  take  measures  for  vacating  the  contract  made  by  order 
of  Congress  the  19th  day  ef  September,  irff,  with  James  Byer^,  cannon- 
fimnder. 

'  Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war.be  re- 
committed to  the  hoard  to  take  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vamum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Ordered^  That  a  circular  letter  be  written  by  the  president,  to  the  execu- 
tives of  the  states  unrepresented  in  Congress,  urging  them,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  to  send  forward  a  full  repreaeotatioA  as  ezpediuousiy  as  possible. 
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FRIDAY,  •tfttoTisf  24,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  admiraltj  of  the  8th  of  Su\y,  1781 : 

Be^oh'pfl,  That  Joshiri  Jolnison,  esq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cxamirje,  audit  and  settle  tlie  accounts  of  T.  D.  Schweighhauser,  against  the 
frigate  Aiiiauce  ;  and  that  flip  minister  plenipotenticiry  of  these  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  he,  and  he  \^  hereby  empowered  and  direct- 
ed to  pay  the  balance  that  maybe  luiind  due  to  the  said  T.  D.  Schwei^hauser, 
upon  the  liquidation  and  settlement  ol  ilie  said  J.Johnson. 

On  A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mont>^iMnery,  Mr.  LoTell,^ 
Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  WaltoD^  to  whom  were  referred  reports  of  the  boiund  of  war 
of  the  10th  and  ISth : 

Nesolveif  That  until  the  further  order  of  Con^reM^'tiie  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  be^  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  cHrected  to  pay  to  Bliza* 
beth  Burgen,  by  quarterly  payments,, the  sum  of  53  1-dd  dollars  per  aonnm, 
from  the  ISth  aay  of  July  last. 

()a  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  seconded  !»v  Mr.  Jones, 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is  directed 
to  make  provision  for  support  of  the  civil  list,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  30th  day  of  July  last ;  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  tlie  act  of 
Congress  tiiereon  of  the  2d  instant,  notwitlistanding. 

TUESDAY,  August  2%  ITBU 

Ordered^  Thai  the  board  of  war  make  sale  of  the  cannon  and  stores,  now 
'  in  the  state  of  Rhode-IslatMi,  and  late  belonging  to  the  sloop  Argo,  for  specie 
only;  and  that  the  monies  arising  therefrom,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  tiie 
superintendent  of  finance. 

Prdmi^  That  Mr.  Bland  have  leare  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  .ihi^  29,  1781. 

Mr.  Matthews  laid  before  Cf)ngre8S  information  given  by  Mr.  J.NeufvIIle, 
respecting  the  treatment  of  col.  Isaac  Haynrs  by  the  British  commandant  at 
Charleston;  and,  thereupon,  made  a  motion,  which  was  seconded, by  Mr. 
Walton : 

Orderedf  That  tlie  said  information  and  motion  be  rGlcn  cd  to  a  committee 
of  three:  the  members,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  V  arnum. 
*   On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Vamum,  Mr. 
Bwie,  lo  whom  were  reftmd  sundry  motbns  relative  to  the  board  of  admi- 
raltjr,  the  na  v  v- beards,  and  tiie  mode  of  ceiidncting  the  business  of  the  navy : 

Muolved,  'fhat  for  the  present  an  agent  i»f  the  marine  be  appointed,  with 
althority  to  direct,  fit  out,  equip  and  employ  the  ships  and  tessel.^  of  war 
belon^dg  to  the  United  States,  aceonling  to  such  instructions  as  he  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  receive  from  Congress : 

That  all  prizes  belonjjinu:  to  the  United  States  be  sold  under  his  direction, 
and  the  produce  deposited  by  him  in  the  hands  of  the  superiuteudeut  oC 
finance : 

That  all  accounts  and  dr  numds  for  pay  and  for  all  di-sbursements  and  ex- 
penses, respectinj;  the  said  inarinc,  be  transmitted  to  the  said  agent  for  set- 
tlement and  payment;  and  thai  he  cause  regular  entries  thereof  to  be  made 
and  kept : 

That  heriiall  be  allowed  a  salarT  at  the  rate  of  1500  dollars  per  annum,  in 
Ml  of  all  charees  and  expenses  wnatsoerer ;  that  he  shall  also  be  allowed  a 
olerk,  who  shall  receive  tor  bis  seryices,  a  salary 'at  the  rate  of  500  dollars 

per  annum  : 

Thst  both  the  agent  and  clerk  shall,  before  they  enter  into  their  respective 
ofl^oes,  take  an  oath  before  the  president  of  Congress*  well  and  faithfully  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skiU  and 
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judgment ;  and  shall  enter  into  bond  with  good  and  safficient  surety  for  the 
due  and  faithful  performance  of  his  oflBcei  which  shall  be  lodged  in  the  offico 
of  the  saoretaiy  of  Con^ss : 

That  as  soon  at  the  said  a^nt  shall  enter  into  the  execution  of  his  ofltee) 
the.  futtctioDs  and  appointments  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  the  several  navj- 
boards,  and  ali  civil  officers  appointed  under  them,  shall  cease  and  be  de* 
iermined ; 

And  lastly,  tliat  the  rc!ii?;ters,  books  and  papers,  belonfring  to  the  admiral tv 
and  navy  boards,  or  in  tlieir  custody,  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  saiii 
agent,  and  preserved  by  him. 

THURSDAY,  August  SO,  17^1. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Randolph,  to  whom  wts  referred  a  letter  of  the  25th,  from  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  sundry  n|embersof  the  privy-council  of  South-Carolina: 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  to  advance  to  th^  hon. 

Christopher  Gadsden,  lieutenant  governor  of  tlie  state  of  South-Carolina, 
and  the  hon.  Thomas  Ferguson,  Richard  Uutson,  Jienjamiii  Cattel  and 
David  Ramsey,  memberss  at  the  privy-council  of  the  said  state,  the  sum  of 
£G6       (](j1lars  specie,  each,  on  iheir  application,  and  charge  tlie  aametothc 
account  oi  the  baid  state  : 

Ordered^  That  tiie  board  of  war  furnish  the  hon.  Christopher  Gadsden, 
Thomas  Fei^uson,  Richard'  Hutson*  Benjamin  Cattel  and  David  Ramsey, 
with  a  wagon  and  team  to  carry  tWeir  baggage  to  Sonth-CaroUna. 

FRIDAY,  tdi^^  31,  im» 

A  report  of  Ihe  beard  of  war,  on  a  letter  of  thiad^r,  from  biigadior-geieral 
Knox,  in  purananceof  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief^,  was  read;, 
wherein  they  recommend  that  it  may  be  resolved, 

"That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  forwarding  to  the  southern  army, 

all  the  repaired  arms  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the 
commander  in  chief  shall  think  proper,  the  re:H)iut&on  of  the  £6th  April 

UOtwithfetantlirig." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  to  strike 
out  the  words  **  southern  army,"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  insert,    governor  of 
the  state  of  North -Carolina;"  and  to  strike -out  what  follows  the  word 
**  Philadelphia,'^  and  in  lien  thereof*  insert*  ^' for  the  purpose  of  arming  the. 
new  levies  raised  in  that  state  fop  the  service  of  the  United  States.'* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  thisy  the  yeas  and  najrs  being  required  by  Mr. 
Sharpe, 


JC-Hui^^te,  Mr.  livermore, 
MMumuhtt  Ifr.i^oveU, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Mhod/b^Simi,  Ifr.  Mowiy, 

Vanium, 

f\mnecticiiiy      Mr.  Shernmii, 
J)iew~Yorkt       >lr.  Duanc, 


no 


Mr.Jenifi^r, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jonca, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

M.  Smith, 

Ml.  bimue, 

Mr*  Hatlnevib 

Eveleigb, 

Mr.  M'ulton, 
Howl}',  ' 


div. 


BO 

ay 

no  I 
no  >no 

no  I 
no J 


ay 

no  I  » 


no 
no 


L1Iommedieu,no  \ 
jPaat^fhania,  Ifr.  Atke,  no  } 

Clymer,         no  S  Gevrgtek 
Jkhwarc,       Mr.  M'Kean,        no  ^  * 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agf  ee  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  requiied  by  feharpe, 


Jif-UammJuret  Mr.  Livennorc,  ay  y  ♦ 
MtatwMOuHit  Mr.  I^ell, 

Osgood, 


ayp 
ayW 

»y3 


RJiode-Itlaad,  Mr.  Mowry 

'   Vamum,  ay 
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^clif'Ym'kt      Mr.  Duane,  ay  1 

L'Hommedieu,  ay  3  ^ 

JPenngylvania,  Mr.  Atlee,  *y?av 

Ciymer,  *y5 

Dphv*art,        Mr.  M^Kean,  *y  ^  * 

MaruioiuL       Mr.  Jenifer,  ay  i 


PiiynHd^         Mr.  Jones,  ay' 

Madison,  'ay 
Bland.       '    *f ,  ^ 
M.  Smith,  •jr}^ 
Raiidolp)^  ay J 
N'CmoLina,     Mr.  Shaipe,      ,    no  ♦ 
&  CoroCfM,     Mr,  Matthewi^      ay  > 

Etreleigfa,  ayC 
Otof3«d^  Mr.  Walton,  ay  > 

Uowiy,         ay  >  *^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph)  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Ellaworth, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  neinorlal  of  the  honorilile  the  mtntiCer  of  Fimoce 
of  the  2$d,  informing,  that  the  situation  of  alBiirs  requires  that  Mr.  de  I' 
Etombe,  consul -gjeneral  of  France,  in  the  four  New-Eneland  atatee,  timid 
in) mediately  repair  to  the  place  of  his  destination*  deliveied  in  a  report; 
"Whereupon, 

He>iolve(i,  That  upon  Mr.  de  TEtombe  presenting  to  the  United  States  in 
Con^rft  ss  assembled,  W\%  commission  a*^  consul -o;enera!  of  France,  an  act  be 
thereupon  passed  recDi^nizin;^  him  in  his  proper  character  ; 

That  upon  delivery  thereof,  the  exequatur,  or  a  public  notification  of  the 
quality  of  Mr.  de  I'Etombe,  shall  issue  from  the  supreme  executive  power 
without  fee  or  perquisite  of  office  :  ■ 

Resolved,  That  until  the  ratification  of  some  conYeotiou  respecting  consu- 
ler  power,  between  his  'most  CiiristtaB  mijestjr  and  the  United  8tatea»  the 
same  mode  of  recoginiCion  be  obeerml. 

TUESDAY.  Beptemher  4, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  firom  general  Washinj^on,  was  reed,  relatire  to  the 
tending  an  officer  to  inspect  the  situation  oTthe  prisenert  in  the  power  of 

the  enemv ;  Whereupon, 

ppsotved.  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
act  in  this  matter  as  he  «^hall  think  most  conducive  to  tlie  public  interest. 

On  a  report  of  a  coii^mitfee,  consisting;  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr. 
Bee,  to  whoni  was  l  efert  ed  a  letter  of  3l8t  August  from  colonel  du  Buysson  : 

Resolved*  That  ieateuant  coioaei  du  Bu^s^ion  have  leave  of  abtience  to 
return  to  'France: 

Retoivedt  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  it  hereby  directed  to  write  to  tlie 
marqaisses  de  Cattres  and  Begnr,  mintatere  of  the  nmrlne  and  war  depart- 
ments in  France,  eipressing  the  hi^  sense  which  Cdngresa  entipiain  of  the 

distinguished  merit  and  condnel  m  lieutenant-colonel  dn  Btysson  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  of  his  bravery  displayed  in 
the  action  of  the  16th  of  August,  1780,  near  Camden,  and  his  efforts  to 

bring  off  the  field  major-general  the  baron  de  Kafb.  who  was  mortally  wounded, 
in  consequence  ol  which  services  he  was  honored  with  the  commissioii  of 
brigadier-general  by  the  governor  of  North-Carolina. 

*  On  a  report  of  a  coiaiuittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2d,  from  Mr.  J.  Laurens, 
together  with  sundry  papers,  containing  an  account  of  the  negotiation  with 
which  he  was'entrasted,  by  the  commistion  of  the*  98d  of  December,  1780,. 

R$solvedf  That  til  the  clothing,  artillery,  arme  and  military  stores,  Mf" 
ped  in  pursnanq^  of  the  orders  efthe  honorable  John  Laureos,  speeiai  minit* 
ter  to  tne  court  of  Versmlles,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  be  upon  their 
arrival  in  any  of  the  ports  of  these  United  States  delivered  to  the  order  of 
the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  take  clittge 
and  direction  of  the  same. 

That  all  the  money  shipped  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Laurens,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  be  upon  its  arrival  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  superintendent 
of  fiuaace,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  same. 
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WEDNESDAY,  SqpUmber  5, 1761. 

The  board  of  treasnrj  report,  *<  that  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the 
i^lst  June  last»  they  have  caused  the  accounts  of  captain  Miguel  Loienzo 
Tsmirdy,  to  be  adjusted,  and  find  that  there  is  due  to  him  for  eight  piecei 
of  cannon  and  naval  stores,  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Charles- 
ton, prior  to  the  vsieg<'  thereof,  the  sum  of  1967  83-90aoliat9  specie,  and 
for  the  pay  of  his  ship's  company  enijjluyed  during  the  sie^e,  the  further 
sum  of  2237  45-90  dollars;  that  captain  Ysnardy  having  ir  lonned  the 
board,  that  the  cannon  mentioned  above,  is  the  property  of  his  Cailiolic  ma- 
jesty, and  distinct  from  tiie  stores  which  are  his  private  stock,  the  board  has 
srantcd  him  eertillcates,  one  for  the  amount  of  uie  cannmii  and  another  for 
Sie  storeSi  with  which  he  is  uti^fied  $  that  captain  Ysnardy  declines  recei?mg 
any  satitAetiofi  for  the  sum  dne  to  himself  and  crew,  assisting  in  the  de« 
ieace  of  Charleston,  from  a  desire  of  shewing  bis  attachment  to  the  Ame* 
rican  canse*'' 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war, 

Me^olvea,  That  the  accounts  of  Samuel  Calilvvell,  late  ngcnt-clothier,  far 
article's  purchased  by  him,  under  the  orders  ot  the  board  of  war,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treasury  for  seitleiiient ;  and  that  the  board  settle  tiije  balances 
due  to  the  several  creditors,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Matthews,  to  wliom  was  relened  tlie  report  of  the  hon.  J.  Laurens, 
special  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versaiiies,  respecting 
his  mission : 

•  Beatdvei,  That  the  conduct  of  lieutenant-colonel  Laurens^  In  his  mission 
to  the  court  of  VersaiUes,  as  special  minister  of  the  United  States,  is  highly 
agreeable  to  Congress,  and  entitles  him  to  public  approbation*  , 
Muidved,  That  lieatenant-coionel  liaurooa,  have  leave  to  join  the  annj 

agreeably  to  his  request. 

Jiesotved,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  putting  lieutenant-colonel 
de  Buysson,  with  respect  to  his  arrears  of  pay,  on  a  tooting  oi  equality  with 
the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  army;  and  tiiat  his  pay  be  liquidated  in  specie 
up  to  this  day,  and  a  certificate  for  the  baiance  nmUe  out  aud  delivered  to, 
him.  '  ' 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Randolph^ 
Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Roger  Kean,  in  >ehaU  of 
himself  and  the  officers,  mariners  and  marines^  of  the  privateer  brigantinc 
of  war^  caUed  the  Holker,  was  taken  into  consideration  $  whereby  it  appear- 
ing, that  the  petitioners  entered  an  appeal  according  to  law  against  Patrick 
Mahon  and  others^  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  Penn^yivania,  and  the 
necessary  stipulations  would  have  been  executed  in  due  form,  and  within 
due  time,  had  it  not  been  for  the  indisposition  and  death  of  the  register: 

That  the  time  allowed  fur  ilic  execution  of  these  stipulations  having 
elapsed  through  these  means,  the  petitioners  movetl  the  court  of  appeals  to 
receive  stipulations  executed  atlcr  that  time,  but  their  motion  was  overruled; 
the  court  being  by  strictness  ol  law  incapable  to  interpose: 
'  Jiesalved,  That  it  be  an  iustruction  to  the  court  of  appeals,  to  receive  aud 
hear  the  appeal  of  the  petitioners  againat  the  said  PatricK  Mahon,  and  others* 
thej  entering  into  the  necessary  stipulations,  on  or  before  the  SOth  day  of 
this  present  month  of  September,  and  giving  reasonable  notice  to  the  counsel 
of  the  said  Mahen  and  others,  of  this  resolution  and  the  execution  of  such , 
stipuiations. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  on  a  'etter  of  the  12th  of  July,  1780, 
from  John  Bi  acltoni,  wati  taken  into  coosioeration,  and,  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  aa  ioUows :  ^  -  -  - 
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Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  llth  day  of  May,  1778,  the 
board  of  war  of  the  «tHte  of  Massachusetts,  nas  reque^sted  with  ai!  conve- 
nient speed,  in  the  best  manner,  and  for  the  must  money  possible,  to  make 
sale  of  acertain  snow  and  her  cargo,  said  to  be  the  property  of  Messrs.  John 
Ignatius  de  Oliveria  rerci*  a  and  Anthony  Dios  Santos,  subjects  of  the  king 
of  Portut^al ;  and  to  deposit  the  net  proceeds  iu  the  public  funds  of  these 
United  States  for  the  lieoeftt  of  the  owners ;  and  whereas  tibe  United  S^Oes 
have  since  paid  the  said  owners  the  valne  and  amount  of  the  said  stiow  and 
carso : 

JRuolved,  Tlmt  the  superintendent  of  finance  be*  and  he  is  hereby  antbort- 
zed  and  directed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States;  to  take  order  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  respecting  the  said  snow  and  cargo  with  the  said  board 

of  war,  and  receive  from  them  tlienrt  proceeds  thcreoCaccording  to  the  ju?t 
value  thereof  at  the  time  of  sale,  w  ith  interest  tlici  eon  at  Uie  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  or  the  loan-ofiice  cerlihcates  taken  fur  the  same,  if  the  mo- 
ney was  deposited  in  the  funds  agreeably  to  the  said  resolution. 

On  a  report'of  a  comiiiittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Kaudulph,  to  vvbotu  were  referred  the  iustruciions  irom  the  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Georgia  to  the  delegates  of  that  state,  and  their  motion  thereon  ;re* 
Isttve  to  tnaj  01  general  R.  Howe : 

Ordered,  That  the  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  assembly  of 
tbestate  of  Georgia,  respecting  the  conduct  of  major-general  Robert  Hoir^ 
10  his  command  of  the  troo|>sin  the  said  state,  in  December,  1778^1^  tnins« 
mitted  to  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  cause  an  en- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  matters  therein  alleged,  in  aaeh'  manner  as  he  sball  • 

jud^  properj  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

,         THURSDAY,  Septemker  6, 17%U 

'  On  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury : 

Ordered,  That  the  pest-roaster  general  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  all  letters  directed  to  the  said  board,  charging  the  postage  aris- 
ing thereon  to  account,  whtoh  he  is  to  exhibit  to  the  airaitursoii  the  settle- 
mentof  his  accounts. 

FRIDAY,  September  7 »  mi. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 

ro«d,  enclosing  a  commission  of  the  sieur  Philip  Joseph  de  l-Pitombe,  consul- 
i^encral  of  France,  ifi  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode- 
Island  and  Provitience  Plantations,  and  Connecticut;  Whereupon, 

Ordi'Tpdy  That  the  said  commission  be  registered ;  and  that  the  act  of  re- 
cognition be  in  the  following  words  : 

BY  THE  UNI  ri:D  STATES  IK  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED: 

It  is  hereby  n'.;jdt.'  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  tliat  full  credence 
and  respect  are  t<»  be  paid  to  Philip  Joseph  de  PEtombe,  as  consul-general 
of  France,  for  tlic  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhoite-Island. 
^nd  Providence  Plantations,  and  Connecticut,  which  states  are  called  upon 
respectively,  b?  virtue  of  the  powers  delegated  bj  the  confederatiOD  to  the 
'  United  States'in  Congress  assembled*  to  furmdi  the  said  lir«  de  I'Btooibe 
with  their  exeouatur  or  notification  ofhis  quality,  deliveriug  one  copy  there* 
of  to  the  said  Mr.  de  PEtombe,  and  causing  another  to  be  published  in  one 
or  more  ^zettes.  Done  at  Philadelphia^  this  Tth  daj  of  September,  ia  the 
jear  of  our  Lord,  17^1,  and  in  the  6tn  year  of  our  independence. 

.  Bv  the  United  ^tate  *4  in  Conjjress  assembled, 
*  *  THOMAS  iVptLEAN,  Fresident, 

Attest,  CM  A  RLKS  THOMSON ,  Sa  rdary. 

Pp<;f)fvi>d,  That  the  president  inlOi  iu  the  supreme  executive  pow  erof  ihe 
states  alutcsaid,  that  Congress  recommend  the  following  foim  of  the  exe- 
(|uatur,  to  w  it : 

i 
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TO  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAY  CO.NCEKN  : 
The  sieur  Philip  Juseph  de  I'Etmube,  having  been  rccngnized  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  Congfess  assembled,  as  consul  general  of  France,  in  the  stat^ 
(or  coKimouwealth)  aforesciid,  it  is  lieieby  declared  that  tiie  privileges,  pre- 
€inineQce  and  atttiioilty  >elou^iu^  to  such  eliaracter  and  quality  are  dae 
tohim. 

Some  further  infarmation  being  laid  before  Congress  and  read^'respectini; 

^1.  Hajnes : 

Oederedt  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  information  ofMr.  Neuf- 
Tille,  and  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  respecting  col.  Haviies,  be  re-committed  ^ 

and  that  the  further  information  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  8harpe,  Mr.  C!y- 
mer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration, wherein  they  «(:ito,  that  there  is  due  to  the  followiiig  ijcr^ons, 
mentioned  in  a  mem<>iiul  tVoiu  capt.  J.  P.  Jones,  for  services  on  board  the 
Ariel,  thesums  of  mouej  to  liieir  names  respectively  annexed,  viz. 

l!*o  William  Nicholson,  captain  of  marines,  including  his  paj  to  the  25tli 
of  Aaeast  last,  392  36*90  dollars : 

To  liouis  de  la  Valette»  lieutenant  of  maripes.  to  do.  289  56-90  dollars : 

To  Charles  Prielaj,  captain's  steward^  to  16th  May,  101  63-90  dollars: 

To  Cudreitx,  captain's  cook»  to  do  5 1  ^22-90  dollars : 

That  there  appears  due  to  French  volunt«ers,  for  services  on  board  the 
said  ship  Ariel,  whose  names  are  in  a  list  transmitted  by  Mr*  Muiker,  in  his 
letter  ot  the  I4th  of  August,  the  sum  of  666  16-90  d<dlars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Joseph  Hardy,  of  marines,  late  of  the  frigate 
Confederacy,  being  the  batance  of  his  account  of  pay,  as  stated  at  tlie  paj* 
office,  to  the  3d  of  August,  tlje  sum  of  337  68-90  diillars  : 

Ordered,  That  Uie  pay- master  of  tiic  uavy  buaid  pay  the  several  sums 
afore-mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  major  Nicholas^  be  re^ 
Committed. 

Ordered^  That  so  mach  of  Mr.  Holker's  letter,  of  the  14th  of  Aitg«s<u  ap 
relates  to  apprehending  French  seamen^  be  transnutted  to  the  supreme  eE«< 
ecetive  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Mesolved,  That  until  an  agent  of  marine  shall  be  appointed  by  Congress, 
all  the  duties,  powers  and  authority  assigned  to  thelaid  a^eut^  be  devolved 
upon  and  executed  by  the  superiiitcnclent  of  li nance  : 

That  as  soon  as  the  said  s«periiUen>lcnL  ^liall  take  ujxin  him  the  execution 
of  the  duties,  powers  aud  authority  hereby  devolved  upon  him,  the  luuctions 
and  appointments  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  the  several  navy  boards,  agents, 
and  all  civil  officers  under  them,  shall,  cease  and  determine : 

Resolved,  That  the  registers,  books,  and  papers,  belonging  to  the  admiralo 
ty  and  navy  boards,  or  in  their  custitdy,  be  delivered  over  to  the  said  super* 
intendent  of  finance,  and  preserved  by  him. 

dn  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr. 
Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  a  letter  from 
the  quarter-master  general,  respecting  forat^e  in  Westchester  : 

Ihrnlvedj  J£\\iit  major-gen.  Uraih,  or  tlie  commanding  olHcer  in  the  east- 
ern dLpanment,  cause  immediate  and  equitable  measures  to  be  taken  for  as- 
cerUiiun^  the  quantity  of  fora«!:e  expended  by  the  allied  army  under  the  com^ 
inand  of  general  Washington,  in  the  couiity  uf  Westchester,  in  the  state  of 
New* York,  during  the  present  campaign,  which  hi^th  not' been  accounted  for ; 
and  that  he  direct  the  deputy  quarter-roaster  in'  that  department  to  give 
certificates  accordingly  to  the  state  agent  of  New*  Vork,  er  any  other  person 
or  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Yox»IIL   »4 


MONDAY,  Septfmb&r  10,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  tbU  day.  from  William  Grayson,  one  of  the  commisbiooers  tf 
the  board  of  war,  was  read,  requesting;  that  Con^re^s  will  oow  be  pleated  to 

accept  his  resienatiori       com inisvioner  in  the  war  office. 
Mesolved,  Tnat  liis  i  i'si<rnation  he  ;iC(  ej)tr(l. 

A  tncmorial  from  the  hot),  the  miiitster  plenipotentiary  of  France  was  read, 
enclosing  a  commission  fioin  liis  most  Christian  majesty,  appointing  t!.e 
aieur  Holker  consul-general  in  the  states  ui  iSevv-York,  New-Jerbey,  Pena- 
syivania,  and  Delaware : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commUsioD  be  registered,  and  an  act  ot  recogni* 
ilea  issued  thereupon. 

On  a  report  of  a  committeey  consisting  of  Mr.  Yamam,^  Mr*  Atlee,  Mr. 
Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter,  ot  thisda^,  from  the  board  of  war  : 

Meeolived,  That  it  be*  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  states  of  New- 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  immediately  to  embody  3000  men  each,  properly 
officered  and  equipped,  and  cause  them  to  rendezvous  at  such  place  or  places 
as  the  coiamandiiig  officers  shall  direct. 

TUESDAY,  September  1 1 ,  1781. 

An  ordinance  for  regulating  the  treasury,  &c,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
.  parsed  in  the  following  form  : 

An  OTdinance  for  regulating  the  treasury,  and  a^ottiojp  the  pubbc  accounts. 

l^e  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Coni^resa  assembled,  that  from  and 
after  the  20th  day  of  September,  1781,  the  tuiictions  and  appointments  of  ' 
the  commissioners  of  the  trea'^urv,  chambers  of  accounts,  auditor-jreneral,  j 


auditors  and  extra  comnussioners  of  accounts,  their  assistants,  under  ufticers 
and  clerks,  shall  cease  and  determine  ;  that  for  the  mf»re  eftectual  execution 
of  the  business  of  the  treaisury,  and  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  the 
^llowing  officers  shall  be  appi)inted  in  aid  of  the  aaperintendent  of  finance, 
his  assistant,  secretary  and  clerks,  namely,  a  comptroller,  a  treasnrer^  a  re- 
gister, anditors  and  clerks.  The  comptroller  aball  be  appointed  bj  Con- 
gress, with  general  authority  to  inspect  and  avperiatend  tne  settlement  of 
public  accounts,  and  all  suborditiate  officers  concerned  therein  ;  it  shall  be 
his  immediate  duty  to  see  that  the  public  accounts  are  expeditiously  aad 
properly  adjusted,  and  accurately  and  safely  kept.    And,  that  it  may  be 
done  V,  itli  tne  greater  facility,  he  shall  direct  a  jr^Mif^ral  form  in  wfiich  all  the 
public  accounts  shall  be  stated  and  rendered.    He  shall  take  care  tliat  tiie  ba- 
lances of  public  moneys  are  punctually  deposited  in  the  hands  ut  the  trea- 
surer.   The  comptroller  shall  ctnonut  every  account  to  such  clerk  fur  ex- 
amination, as  he  shall  judge  moat  proper  for  that  purpose,  naming  also  the 
anditor  to  whom  the  clerk  shall  trunsmit  it.   When  an  account  is  audited 
In  a  manner  herein  after  described,  it  shall  be  reported  to  the  comptroller, 
tmd  any  person  who  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  lij  the  judgment  or  the  an* 
ditor,  shall  have  a  privilege  of  appealing,  within  fourteen  days,  tu  the  comp- 
troller. In  all  such  appeals  the  comptroller  shall  openly  and  publicly  hear 
^e  parties,  and  his  decision  shall  be  conclusive.   The  account  being  fimUlj 
adjusted,  shall  be  transmitted  bv  the  comptroller  to  the  registor,  to  be  enter- 
ed on  record  ;  and  a  note  of  the  balance  shall  be  certified  by  the  coniptrcdlor 
to  the  superinlcnflent  of  finance,  to  make  oul  (he  proper  warrant  for  pay^nell^ 
The  treasurer  shall  be  a})(>i>intetj  by  Congress.    It  shall  be  \m  dutj-  to  re- 
reive  and  keep  all  moneys  uf  the  United  Slates,  and  issue  them  on  wunaiits 
drawn  by  the  president  of  Congress,  or  the  superintendent  of  tirmnce.  Ou 
receiving  money  he  shall  give  a  receipt,  and  on  every  payment  takei  one,  to 
serve  as  his  yoncher.   He  shall.  Tender  hie  acotunta  quarterly  tottie  comp- 
troller for  examination  and  settlement,  and  transmita  copy,  whea  auiliteJ, 
to  the  superintendent. 
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The  registei  nhall  be  appoirtteii  by  Coiij^i-esei.   He  nhall  keep  all  the  public 
Jbcconatfl,  both  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  every  warrant  on  tiie  trea* 
snrr  or  others  shall  be  entered  uid  countersigned  by  the  register  before  it 
shall  be  paid*  He  shall  have  the  appointment  of  the  clerk  or  clerks  neccs* 
dary  to  assist  him  in  his  office. 

The  andators,  the  number  of  whom  shall  be  fixed  by  the  superintendent  of 
finance,  shall  be  appointed  bj  Congress.  After  an  account  shall  be  axamin* 
by  the  clerk,  in  the  manner  herein  after  directed,  ii  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  auditor,  who  shall  hear  the  party  and  the  clerk,  and  determine  upon  the 
objections,  and  being;  satisfied  that  the  account  is  properly  adjufited*  ihsU 
pass  it  as  audited,  and  ti  iinsmit  it  to  the  coniptroller. 

The  clerks,  the  number  of  whom  shall  also  be  regulated  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  coinpfroller :  it  shall  be  their 
duty,  respectively,  to  examine  all  accounts  which  shall  be  committed  to  them 
by  the  comptroller,  to  correct  all  errors,  and  to  note  in  writing  what  maj 
appear  exceptionable,  either  as  to  ^e  pcoprictj  of  the  charge,  or  the  validity 
>OT  the  vouchers ;  and  transmit  the  accounts  with  his  remarks,  to  the  audi- 
tor ;  and  the  party,  for  himself,  and  the  clerk,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  shall 
he  heard  before  the  auditor. 

That  the  several  ofticers  before  mentioned,  shall  respectively  take  an  oath, 
to  be  administered  by  the  president  of  Congress,  or  one  of  the  jfidges  of  the, 
supreme  or  superior  court  wifldn  aiiy  of  the  United  States  for  thelaitbfvl 
execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  theui  res[)ectively. 

JleatiLced,  That  the  salary  of  the  coinptruiler  be  1  850  duliai  s  per  annum:  ' 
That  the  salary  of  the  treasurer  be  loi^O  dullara  per  annuiii; 
That  the  salary  of  the  register  be  1200  dollars  per  annum  : 
That  the  salary  ^ each  anditor  be  at  the  rale  of  1000  dollars  per  anovm : 
«  That  the  salaij  of  each  clerk  be  at  the  rate  of  500  dollars  per  annna* 
^  Bittalmi^  That  the  snperintendent  of  finance  be^  and  hereby  isy  antfao- 
risad  to  appoint  a  secretary  ia  his  office,  with  a  salary  of  1000  dollars  par 
annnni. 

'  .  WEDNESDAY,  September  12,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Sherman^ 
Mr.  T.  Smith,  to  whom  were  referred  Uie  letters  of  the  8th  and  10th  from 

the  superintendent  of  finance  : 

Resolvrd,  That  the  superintendent  of  fin:\nce  he,  and  hereby  is,  authoriz- 
ed and  directed  to  tit  out  and  employ  the  ships  of  war  belonging  to  these 
United  States,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  hini  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  these  United  States  ;  and  that  all  necessary  expenses 
incurred  in  consequence  thereof,  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Sherman,  to, 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  S.  Deane,  of  the  15th  of  Mairlast,  report, 
'  **  That  provision  is  made  for  the  examination  of  Mr*  Deane'a  accounts,  by 
the  appointment  of  a  vice-consul Whereupon, 

(Mered»  That  Mr.  Oeane  be  informed  of  that  appointment. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th  ot  April  last^from  Mr.  W.  Lee,  report, 

**That  upnn  principles  admitted  by  Congress,  in  the  settlement  of  an  ac- 
count similar  to  that  transmitted  by  Mr.  Lee,  there  appears  to  be  due  to 
him  a  balance  of  42,189  livres  tournois  Whereupon, 

Otdered,  That  the  account  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
to  take  order  for  payment  of  the  balance,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  this  day,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  public  finances 
will  admit. 

THURSDAY,  8q^§emb$r  13,  IfSI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr*  Witherspoon, 


Digitized  by  Google 


JRe&olved,  Thai  i  iiur^iiitv,  the  13ih  day  of  December  next,  be  appointed 
to  be  iibsenred  as  adaj  of  public  thanksgiving  tliroughuut  the  United  States; 
«Ml^tliat4t-  tUMinlittee  Ik  appoimcd  to  prepare  and  vtpovt  a  predaniaHM 
Mitable  to  iha  occasion :  The  membera,  Mr.  Witlienpoott»  Mr*  Moatgo- 
Mrj*  Mr*  Vamvnit  Mr.  Sherman. 

FRIBAV,  Septmhtr  14,  ITS!. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  secoinled  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
J^e$olved,  That  until  the  ratiHcation  of  some  convention  between  his 
jhostChriatlan  majesty  and  the  United  States^  conceminff  vice- consular  pow- 
6r,  every  vice-consul  of  his  moat  Christian  majesty  shall,  upon  the  applica* 
tlon  of  the  consul  appointing  him,  to  the  supreme  executive  power  of  th^ 
•tate  to  whicli  he  may  be  sent»  receive  the  exequatari'  In  like  form  witli  the 
exequatur  delivered  to  a  consul  mvtatis  mutavdia,  and  thereuponi.the  same 
(roceeding^  shall  be,  had  with  respect  to  publication. 

MONDAY,  Sepf€mker  17.  1781. 

Mr.  Telfdir,  a  delegate  iruia  the  state  of  Geurj^ia,  attended,  and  took  his 
'  teat. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  LiTermore,  Mr.  lones,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  •  letter  of  the  28Ui  of  August,  from  the 
g(»vemor  of  Rhode- Island,  ftc. 

Besolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  exeentfve  power  of  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island,  Ike*  to  settle  and  paj  the  reasonaMo^  rents  not  already  paid, 
of  such  §tore -houses  as  have  been  used  by  order  of  the  commanders  of  the 
French  fleet  an^army  in  that  state,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  Stateo. 

TUESDAY*  aepUmher  18»  178U 

On  a  report  of  a  comroitteot  consisting  of  Mr.  Yamom,  Mr.  Livermore* 
Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  were  roferred  the  letter  of  the  ddth  of  Aii|;ii8t»  from 
Biajor-general  Greene,  find  tlie'letter  of  the  17th  inat.  from^dw  bentenant- 

goveinni  of  South -Carolina;  it  waa resolved  as  follows: 

The  United  States  m  Congress  assembled,  viewing  with  abhorrence  tlit 
barbarous  and  unexampled  conduct  of  the  British  commanders  in  the  late 
murderous  and  wantofi  execution  of  colonel  Haynes,  a  citizen  of  the  state  of 
South-Carolina,  and  bein;>;  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  pttttiag  a  atop- tO 
sucli  violations  ot  the  laws  uT  nations  and  arms: 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  major  f^i^ieral  Greene^in  taking  necessary 
measures  for  retaliation,  be,  and  hereby  is  approved. 

Me^lvedf  That  major-general  Gj  eene  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  take 
the  most  pradeatial  measures  in  reforming  and  completing  the  corps  of 
.  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  state  troops. 

A  report  of  a  committee*  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Duano,  Mr« 
Vamum,  to  whom  were  referred  several  motions  on  the  sol^ect  of  retaliation* 
together  with  two  letters,  one  from  major- general  the  mar(|liis  de  la  Fayette^ 
and  the  other  from  the  hon.  l)r.  Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  State!^  at  the  court  of  Versallies,  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and. 

It  appeariii;^  fi  oni  ilie  depnsitionsof  Humjihry  Mechauihor, Hanson  Savarrt^ 
Thomas  AN'oolJ,  Jesse  Farrar,  and  Thomas  Duffy,  that  the  enemy  are  in  tlie 
daily  practice  ut  foicing;  such  Americans  as  have  been  capii\at(  d  into  their 
own  sea-service  by  tl»e  muai  pouited  cruelties:  it  also  appeannx  Innn  the 
letter  of  the  minister  |>lenipotentiarv  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  ^ 
yersailles*  that  Amencan  prisoners  in  Great-Britain  are  inereasing  i&janaM 
ber  by  the  transjportation  of  them  thither  from  New-York,  and  the  refaaal 
of  the  British  admiralty  to  exchange  Americans  for  any  British  pdaoneio 
aot  taken  by  American  armed  vessels  :  and  it  fiirtfaor  appearii^,  tbat  no 
rttular  cartel  hath  Ititherto  been  established  :  * 

The  foiling  (acta  being  taken  into  consideratioA*  ftftd  it  imigiiirthfc 
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recoilected,  that  k$Mm  thMe  prwOi  of  Briiitli  itthnnuity,  the  fiUt  Con- 
Mi»  ftboi»4  witb  iBitMMMi  in  which  American  citizens  have  been  so^nced 
in  ooiiomo  duDgooiM»  €»r  their  iniexible  petnotiam  ia  refiuiog  to  aiuime 


«rte)|ain»t  their  country : 

Eesolvedf  Thet  the  board  of  war  be,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  set  apart 
500  BriliBh  ivisoners,  including  a  due  proportion  oi  otiicers,  to  whom  ex- 
change shall  be  denied,  until  the  American  jnisoners  now  iu  Ureat-Britain» 
be  returned  to  tliese  states  by  exchanj^e  or  otheryvise: 

'  That  the  hoard  ot  war  report  a  plan  and  an  estimate  of  the  expen&e  foe 
erectini;  Svm»bury  mines,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  into  a  state  prison  for 
the  reception  of  British  prisoiiers  of  war,  and  for  the  purpose  of  retalifttion. 

WEDNESDAY,  Septen^  19,  irdl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bondtnot,  secoifded  bj  Mr^.  Duane, 

Ordered,  Ttiat  major-general  St.  Clair  cause  the  levies  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Un^  «ow  in  Pennajrlvania*  i»  feftdcsvaaa  at  or  near  Philadelphia,  with 
all  possible  expedition. 

Ordered,  That  the  intelligence  this  day  received  respecting  the  movementl 
of  the  enemy  at  New-York,  be  transmitted  to  major-^^eneral  Heath. 
/  Mesolved,  That  the  state  of  Delaware  b«  requester!,  immediately  to  hold 
the  whole  of  the  militia  of  that  state  in  readiness,  and  that  one-half  of  them 
may  be  forthwith  ordered  into  the  field,  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at 
New-York  indicate  an  attack  in  that  quarter. 

■  Congress  proceeded  to  tlte  elettioii  of  officers  in  the  treasury  office;  and 
the  balTuts  being  taken,  Michael  Uillegas  waa  elected  treaaurer,  having  been 
pievtously  nominated  by  Mr.  Sherman;  aad  Joseph  Nourse  was  elected 
register,  having  been  alsa  namimitcd  hy  Mr.  Sherman. 

THURSDAY,  %»fem^  80,  im. 
On  MliiA  nf  Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mesolved,  That  the  goyemar  and  council  of  the  sUte  of  North-Carolina 
W  desired  to  erect  a  monument,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  not 
extecding  the  value  of  500  dollars,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  brigadier-gene- 
ral  Davidson,  who  commanded  the  militia  of  the  district  of  Salisbury,  in 
the  state  of  Not  th  Carolina,  and  was  killed  on  the  first  day  of  February 
last,  figlitiiig  gallantly  in  the  defence  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
^yei^e  states. 

On  Ml  ition  of  Mr.  Walton,  seconded  by  Mr.Telfiiir, 

Besolved,  That  the  legislature  ^  the  state  of  Georgia  be  desired  to  erect 
a  moMment,  at  Sansbury,  in  the  said  state,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  500  dollars,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  brigadier-general 
Seriven,  who  felt,  covered  with  wounds,  ighting  for  the  liberties  of  the 
United  States. 

One  refiort  of  the  board  of  war  respecting  the  hospital  department : 
Hesolved^  That  the  present  vacancies  of  hospital  physicians  and  surgeons, 
be  filled  up  by  the  senior  suri^eons  of  the  hospital  lately  deranged ;  the  eldest 
hospital  mates  or  rej^um  iiial  suri^pons,  as  shall  be  recommended  by  the  di- 
rector and  chief  physician  and  surgcoa  to  the  army: 
.  That  all  future  vacancies  of  hospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  be  filled  by 
the  eldest  regimental  surgeons  and  hospital  mates,  who  shall  be  reckoned  of 
eqaal  grade!>,  nho  shall,  upon  eaaminatioD,  be  found  qualtfied,  and  obtain  a 
certificate  Of  ftemneMndatlon  from  the  director  and  chief  physician  and 
surgeon  of  the  army,  or  of  the  deputy-director  and  chief  physician  in  a 
■epsrate  department  t 

That  the  perteM  tvqvMite  to  fill  the  higher  grades  in  the  hospital  and 
medical  department,  be  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  Congress,  accord* 
Ing    ttarit  a«d  abiitui « 


era 


That  fill  surgeons  tu  regiments  or  corps  not  belonginj^  to  the  line  of  an? 
particular  state,  be  nominated  by  tlie  director  of  the  hospitals,  and  the  cbii 
physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  com* 
mancler  in  chief,  and  bhall  be  equally  entitled  to  promotion  to  hospital  plij* 
aician.sand  surgeons  with  the  regimental  surgeons  of  state  lines. 

On  recommendation  of  the  director  appointed  bj  the  board  of  wars  * 

JXtiolvedt  That  Dr.  Joseph  Young,  a  deranged  senier  surgeon,  and  dacton 
Cbodwin  Wilson,  Daniel  Jenifer,  Simtiel  Edmondaon  and  George  Caanfkll, 
eldest  8argeon*s-mate8,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  boapitnl  physicians  and 
surgeons,  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignations  of  dtdoa 
Bloomfield»  Scotty  Hagan  and  Jackson,  and  the  promotioB  of  Dr.  Bornet 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  depttty*director,  approi^  by  tho  bsaiiif 
war : 

Resolved,  That  doctors  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Vickers,  be  appoat* 
ed  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  hospital  for  the  southern  department: 

That  Daniel  Smith  be  appointed  assistant-deputy  purveyor,  and  Jdll 
Carne  assistant-deputy  apothecary,  in  the  southern  departmoiit. 


FRIDAY,  €kf$mker  d1 , 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  was  read,  with 

sundry  papers  relative  to  the  hospital  departments 
Oriarea,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tbree* 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Doane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vamm, 
'*That  the  resolutions  respecting  the  filling  upvtieancies  in  the  ginml 

hospital,  and  the  promotions  made  yesterday,  bo  suspended  imtli'the  soi* 

mittee  to  be  appointed  shall  have  reported." 
And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  naya  boing  tsfritrt 

by  Mr.  Duane, 


N.'Hampskirc,  Mr.  I-ivermOte, 
MoBmehuteUtt  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patiidge 
Osgood, 
Mr.  Mown', 
Vanuim, 

CojinectiaU,     Mr.  Sherman, 
NtuhTvrk,      Mr.  DuMie, 

L'Hommedieu, 
J^nn  Jersey,      Mr.  Boiidinot, 
J^mnaifivaiiiaf  Mr.  Montgomety, 

Atlee, 
Cbroer, 
T.  Smith, 


ayi 
a7>  ay 
ay| 

ay).* 

ay 


Dehiwarty 
Marjfkmd, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
CarroU, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Bland, 
Raiidulphy 

lir.SbKpey 

Mr.Mattbewa^ 

iSee, 
Mcdte, 
Evdeigby 
Mr.  Walton, 
Mowiy, 


a}" ' 
no  I 

arl^» 

no 

no| 
noj 


So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Congress  resumed  the  second  readinj*;  oF  the  ordinance  respecting  cap- 
tures; iind  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  parao;taf>h,  viz. 

«()n  the  re-capTiii  e  by  a  citizen,  of  any  negro,  mulatto,  Indian  or  other 
person  from  whoju  labour  or  service  is  lawfuil  v  claimed  by  another  citizea, 
specific  restitution  shall  be  adjudged  to  tlie  tlaitnant,  whether  the  original 
capture  shall  have  been  uvade  on  land  w  water,  a  reasonable  salvage  bei^ 
paid  by  the  claimant  to  the  roM^ptor,  not  exceeding  |th  nart  of  the  value  w 
such  labour  or  servicot  to  be  estimated  according  to  die  ntwa  of  the  ttslsif 
which  the  claimant  shall  be  a  citizen :  iNit  if  3ie  service  of  snob  negro, 
mulatto,  Indian  or  otter  fierson,  captured  below  high-water  mark,  sUl  ait 
be  legally  claimed  by  a^citizon  of  these  United  Stalea,  bo  shall  bo  istM 
liberty.*'^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Matthewi, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Patridge, 


ay7 
ay>ay 

ayi 


Rhodb-hlmi,  Mr.  Mowry, 

Varniim, 

CotmicUmt,     Mr.  Sbeanai^ 
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Virginia^        Mr.  Ma^son, 

Bland, 
Tfandolph, 

N.-CaroHna,     Mr.  hliarpe,  ay  )>>  ♦ 

S.-Cantiina,      Mr.  Mattlit:wi> 

Hotter  noj"^ 
QAM^fjo^         Mr.  Walton,         ty  ? 

Uowly,  •yi 


ATw-rorit,       Mr.  Uuane,  ay  ? 

L'Hoaiiiit£eii»fty  5  ^ 
A*<?w-J5?r*ey,      Mr.  Bouclinot,  ^  * 

Petiiliiy^MPiMi^   Mr.  Montgomeiy,  ay  ) 

AUee,  »y  $ 

Ztewor^-      Hr.  M^Keiiii,  fty>* 
Jlfipytoiid^      Mr.  Jenifer,         %y  7 

cittToii»       ay  5  ^ 

So  it  was  resdlvrd  in  the  aflirmatire. 

Ordereig  '£hut  MiMHUy  M&i  tM  assigned  for  the  third  reading  of  this  or- 

4iaaQce. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Sherman, 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  accounts  depending  before  UiO 
board  ot  treasury  and  chamberH  ot  accounts,  report, 

**  That  there  are  no  matters  depending  before  tlie  board  of  treasury,  but 
what  without  inconveuience,  may  be  taken  up  by  the  proper  officers  under 
thevnow  arr^ement:  but  thai  there  are  sundry  accounts  depending  beforci 
the  chambers  Sf  eceounts  and  considerable  progress  made  in  tlie  settlement 
of  some  of  them ;  Whereupon* 

Ordered^  That  the  late  commissioners  of  the  chambers  of  accounts  make 
a  fair  state  of  the  several  accounts  referred  them  for  settlement,  so  far  as 
they  have  proceeded  to  adjusting  the  same,  and  deliver  them  to  the  comp- 
troller or  the  auditors  that  shall  be  appointed  to  complete  the  settlement 
thereof,  with  all  such  remarks  as  they  may  have  noted  respecting  any  of  the 
Account^  by.  them  examioed,  which  are  not  completely  settled* 

SATURDAY,  September  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  no  appoinlrnent  be  made  of  mates,  to  Hupply  the  places  of 

those  promoted  in  the  general  fiospital  by  the  lesuli^tion  of  the  £OtU  luslaut, 

until  the  futlher  oider  of  Congress. 

MONDAY*  SepUmher  94»  1781* 

Mr.  Clark,  a  delegate  for  New-Jersey,  and  Mr.  Hanson*  a  delegate  lor 
Maryland,  attended,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon* 

Remlved,  That  brigadier-general  Irwin  be*  and  iiereby  is  ordered  to  re« 
pair  forthwith  to  Port-Pitt*  and  take  upon  him  the  command  of  that  gprnsmi 
until  further  orders: 

That  brij^adier-i^eneral  Trwin  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
arrange  the  troops  wtiich  compose  the  garrison  of  Fort-Pitt  and  its  dependen- 
cies, in  such  manner  as  to  retain  no  more  officers  than  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  number  of  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  privates  at  those  posts: 
'  That  brigadier-general  Irwiii  be,  and  hertby^  is  autjj^rized  and  directed  to 
arrange  the  stafif-departments  witliin  his  command,  so  as  to  retain  no  more 
officers  or  persons  in  those  departments  than  the  service  absolutely  demands : 

That  he  be*  and  hereby  is  further  empowered  to  call  in,  from  time  to  time* 
such  aids  of  militia  as  may  he  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  post  under  his 
command  and  the  protection  of  the  country;  and  for  this  purpose  the  exe* 
cntivesof  the  states  «f  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  are  requested  to  direct 
the  proper  officers  of  the  militia  in  their  respective  states,  to  obey  such  orders 
ss  they  shall  receive,  from  time  to  time*  from  brigadierrgenenil  Irwin*  foi 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  a  rep(wt  from  the  board  of  war: 

Tlpmlvedy  That  major  Loma;2;!ie,  late  of  colonel  Arraand*s  legionary  corps, 
he  [jennitted  to  retire  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  which  he  has 
(iiHiiuj^ui^heii  liittiHelf  by  his  personal  bravery,  his  state  of  health  not  permit- 
ting his  continuance  in  bervice.  .  ' 
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CongreM  proceededjto  the  election  of  a  coii\ptroUer ;  and  the  Mlotn-be- 
ing  taken,  Mr.  WilKam  ChurchhiU  HoastOD  waa  elected,  haying  beea  pre* 
vloaslj  nominated  by  Mr.  Boudinot. 

Mr.  A.  Middleton,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Snuth-CaroUna;  attend^j 
afid  produced  the  credentials  of  bia  appoiatmeott  which  were  read.. 

TUESDAY,  September  25,  \7Sl, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  VV^hereupon, 

Ifesolved,  That  the  Rev.  VV  iiliain  Plmab  receive  the  pay  and  emolumeriU 

of  a  brif^a<U»-cli;q)l;ii!i,  from  the  20th  day  of  September,  1777,  when  he  wai 

appointed  cliapUin  to  tiie  uoi  tUeru  hospital  bj'^eaeial  Gdless,  duiiag  tUe  time 

he  continued  in  service : 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  atate  of  Connecticut,  of  which  Mr.  Pluaib 

ia  in  iitliabitaiitt  <o  settle  with  him  for  his  pa v  and  depreclatiofi,  dnnng  th^ 

time  he  waa  on  dutj,  on  the  principles  adopted  by  them  in  their  aetUemt att 

with  the  officers  of  the  line  or  that  state. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the  following  resolution  was  paiaadi 
"iJVhereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  officers  are  entitled 

to  subsistence-money  in  lieu  of  rations  withheld*  according  to  the  jiiat  cost 

afsuch  rations  : 

Besolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  authoriy.eti  anti  ilii  pctpd 
to  ascertain  tlie  value  of  a  ration,  ironi  time  to  tune,  and  certit y  tlie  sai.ie  to 
the  pay-master  general,  who  ahall  govern  himi»eir  accordingly  in  settiiog 
with  the  otFicers.  ,  ^ 

On  a  report  of  a  committee^  eonibtiiig  of  Mr*  Duane»  Mr.  Beet  Mr,  Sher- 
man, to  whom  waa  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  respecting  the 
claim  of  the  representatives  of  Mr«  du  Coiidray : 

Metohed,  Tiiat  the  sum  of  14»8861imSi  C  sous  and  1  denier  tournoii, 
be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  representatives  of  the  late  Mods,  du  Coudrty, 
in  tne  books  of  the  treasury ;  and  that  the  same  when  paidt  shaU  be  19  fan 
ef  his  claims  against  these  United  States. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Liverroore,  Mr. 
Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  tlie  9th  of  August  iasti  from  general 
Schuyler  i 

Besolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  a  ft  airs  in  the  northern  depart' 
ment,  be  instructed,  in  answer  to  the  representation  and  request  of  the 
friendly  Caghnawagas,  to  assure  them  that  Congress  have  a  just  sense  of 
their  attachment  to  the  United  States,  and  will  embrace  every  occasion  ts 
aaintain  their  rights  and  redress  their  <^t  ieVancea. 

THURSDAY,  Septmnber  27,  1781. 

Mr.  Edward  Telfatr,and  Mr.  Noble  Wimberly  JoMf^  two  of  the  deUgsiai 
for  the  state  of  Georgia,  attended,  and  produced  tfaie  ctedentials  of  their  ap« 

pointment,  which  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Matthews,  seconded  hy  Mr.  Yarnum, 

Ordered,  That  major-general  St.  Clair  pur-iH'  tlip  orders  of  Uie  commander 

in  chief,  the  order  ot  the  19th  instant  notwuhstandiug. 

The  ordinance  respecting  captures,  being  taken  up  for  a  tliiril  rea<ling,  a 

motion  was  made  that  a  vote  be  taken  on  a  |>articular  paragraph,  on  which  at 

the  second  reading  a  vote  had  been  taken,  and  which  by  Umt  vote  had  beea 

established. 

An  objection  being  made  to  this  motion  as  being  out  of  order,  the  presi- 
dent called  for  the  judgment  of  the  house : 
And  the  question  beingpnti  is  the  motion  in  order    passed  in  the  negative. 

FRIDAY,  September^,  1781. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman^  secouded  by  Mr*  Mowry, 
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Resolvedt  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recpmoieoded  to  the  several  states  of 
which  the  general  officers  of  the  army  are  inhabitants,  to  settle  with  them 
for  the  depreciation  uf  their  pa^,  on  the  pnoctples  adopted  in  iettlenMkll 

with  the  officers  of  their  respective  state  lines. 

A  report  from  the  board  oT  war  was  rend  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  states  of  which 
the  jud^e  advocate  aiul  his  assistants  arc  respectively  inh^ibitants,  to  settle 
with  Uiem  for  tlie  deureciatiou  of  their  pa^,  ou  the  uiiuciples  adopted  ia  set- 
tlements with,  the  officers  of  their  respective  state  line. 

Mr.  Boudinot  laid  before  Congress  the  warrant  dcawM  on  Dr.  J.  Wither* 
spoon,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  8th  of  August  last,  retm^d  vader 
protest,  with  sundry  letters  relative  to  the  same. 

On  a  report  uf  a  committee*  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Shemuui»  Mr* 
JMontj^mer^,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letterof  the  26tb,  from  miyor  Lomagne ; 

Oraer^'d,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  furnish  major  T^oniagne,  with 
a  bill  of  exchange  for  140  dollars,  as  a  gratuity  in  addition  to  htspa^,  toward 
defraying  the  expenses  of  his  return  to  France. 
.  On  motion  t»i  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 

Hesolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  coiitiiiiie  to  exer- 
cise the  duties  appertaining  to  the  war  department,  until  the  1st  liay  of  2so- 
vember  next,  an?  former  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

On  a  report  of  a  comniittee,  consistine  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr. 
Motte,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Slst  from  colonel  Annand : 

Reeved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  the  paymest 
of  the  sum  of  £  90  sterling  advanced  to  colonel  Armand  by  the  governijr 
of  Massachusetts,  and  for  660  dollars  specie  for  the  payment  of  eight  horses* 
purchased  by  colonel  Armand,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  PhiUdelphiay 
i'or  which  several  sums  colonel  Armand  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  board  of  war,  in  coiijufiction  with  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
take  order  for  the  recruiting  and  mounting  colonel  Armand 's  legion  to  its 
ehtabli^hment. 

'  SATURDAY,  iS'e|?fm6er  29, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  comnnttee,  consistins;  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Boudinot* 
Mr.  Varnuiii,  Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  was  refeneda  letter  of  tlie  16th  of  Au- 
gust from  brigadier-general  Moultrie  i  , 

Resolved^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  enable  the  pay -master  to 
discharge  the  warrants  drawn  on  him  by  virtue  .of  the  resolution  of  the 
of  August  last,  by  advancing  three  months  reid  pay*  to  each  of  the  officers 
therein  mentioneu. 

MONDAY,  October  1.  1781. 

-  A  letteirtif  17th  September,  from  R.  R.  LivingstOBy  was  read«  accept ing 
the  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Ffsnlved,  That  if  an  ofiicer  of  the  army  shall  be  appointed  secretary  at 
war,  he  shall  retain  his  rank  in  t1)e  army,  but  his  pay  and  other  emoluments 
as  an  officer  shall  be  discontinued  while  he  acts  as  secretary  at  war* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconcJed  by  Mr.  Mowry, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  resolution  of  the  9th  day  of  February,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  salaried  of  a  secretary  at  war  and  a  secretary  of  marine,  be,  and  it  is 
hereby  repealed ;  and  that  the  salary  of  each  of  those  officers  be  4000  specie 
dollars  per  annum. 

TUESDAY,  OcMerSt,  1781, 

A  letter  of  the  tst,  from  the  supedntendent  of  finance,  was  read,  vitii 
aundry  papers  enclosed,  stating  his  proceedings  in  the  esecntion  of  secret 
service  committed,  to  him,  and  intorming  that  the  vessels  in  which  he 

VoL-iiL  as 
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had  remitted  sundry  Mlts  feraeootiiitof  the  United  Btateit  had  been  capUi- 
Ttd  bv  the  enemy,  in  eonseqtrencc  «f  which.  fearini|  the  WtU  ewght  have 
feilt«n  intothe  enemy's  hands,  he  hati  writtMl  to  Mr.  Jay,  on  whom  the  bil  s 
were  drawn,  and  desired  hifs  to  firotosttfaom  in  ease  of  Uieir  being  preseateUi 

"^Vhereupon,  r  c         *u  f 

Ordered,  T\mt  the  president  inform  the  Piiperintendeut  of  finance,  that 
Congress  approve  his  conduct,  and  are  well  satinfied  witb  his  attention  to 
the  public  interest  in  directing  the  protest  of  tlic  biiU. 

THURSDAY,  Odober  4,  1781. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hawkins,  adelegatefor  the  atateof  North  Carolina, attettd- 
ed,  and  produced  the  credeotiala  of  hia  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  rth  Sevtembcr^rfom  ttie  goyemor  of  North -Carolina,  was 
read,  enclosing  an  act  passed  by  tlie  legislature  of  that  state,  in  pursuance 
^  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  3d  Febraary  last,  empowering  Congress  to 
levy  a  duty  of  fiyc  per  cent,  on  all  imporU  and  prizes. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  the  memorial  of  captain  lit^utenant  A 
Hoops,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Npsulved^That  captain  lieutenant  Adam  Hoops,  have  leave  to  to  France 
until  exchanged,  his  pay  and  rations  to  be  suspended  during  his  ab&euce. 

FRIDAY,  October  5,  1781. 

Resolved t  Tiial  a  consul  be  appointed  to  reside  in  France  in  the 
W.  Palfrey : 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thonis 
Barclay  waa  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Montgomeij. 
Amotion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
"  That  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  re- 
spectively, be  desired  to  discharge  all,  or  as  many  as  they  think  proper,  of 
their  militia  now  in  service,  taking  proper  and  cffecutal  measures  thatthejf 
may  be  in  readiness  to  assemble  again  witliout  delay  if  necesisary. 
On  which  ihej'eas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Varnum, 


of 


N -Hampahirey  Mr.  Uvcrmorc, 
McutachutetU,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Fstridse, 


i 


 M 

Osgood, 
llr.  Mowry, 
Varnum, 
Mr.  Shennan, 
Mr.  Uuane,  ay  > 

I/Homnsedicu,ay  >  ' 
Mr.  Clsork, 
Bovdhiot, 
Elmer, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 
▲dee, 
Clymer, 
T.  Smith 


Deinwar€f 
Maryland, 

Firginkk 


Mr.  M*Keaii, 
Mr.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 
Mr.  Mndison, 
lilaiul, 
Randolph, 
Ifr.  Hftwkiiiii, 
Mr.  Matthewi^ 
Bee, 

Middletoi^ 

Mottc, 

Evel^gh,' 


8o  the  notion  was  loat 

MONDAY,  October  S,  17S\. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthew?,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  tu  lake  order  rcspwt 
ing  the  safe  keeping;  of  the  papers  in  the  several  offices  of  the  treasury,  un- 
til the  officers  elected  under  the  new  arrangement  shaTl  have. qualified  and 
entered  on  the  dutaea  of  their  office :  the  members,  Mr.dherman,  Mr.05' 
good,  gni  Mr.  Matthews. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  waa  read;  on  the  jaMMMcinl  of  Natbini^l 
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if  ttcheh  late  »  major  in  one  of  tlie  l6  battalioiM,  which  by  tho  act  of  Octobti:  a, 
'  ITBOt  wove  redaceil  on  the  Irt  of  Jannary  last ;  and, 

On  the  qnestion,  that  a  warrant  issue  in  his  favor  for  two  months'  pa  y  on 
account  of  service  performed  since  the  Ist  of  Jannary,  the  vqtea><$ing 
taken,  it  passed  in  the  nejrative. 

A  letter,  from  Robert  Stark,  detaineda  prisoner  in  Che«lefton,  was  read; 
Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evelei^h,  secondeii  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ordered,  That  major-geu.  G-  ef  ne  enf^nre  of  the  British  comraandine  om- 
cer  in  South-Carolina,  the  reasr>ni4  why  Mr.  Robert  Stark  kas^beeo  exclodcd 
from  the  benefits  of  exchange,  to  which  every  Aflsertean  citisen  as  well  as 
soldier,  prisoner  of  war,  in  the  southern  district,  was  entitled  by  the  gen- 
eral cartel  agreed  on  between  the  two  commanders  of  that  district.  And  if 
the  comroandiDff  officer  shaU  not  make  any  answer  to  his  requisition  withm 
a  reasonable  time,  or  shall  allege  such  reason  as  shall  appear  to  be  unf.»und- 
ed  or  unsatisfactory,  that  majfbr-^  Greene  take  the  noMywary  u^asuies 
for  retaliation. 

FRIDAY,  October  12.  1731. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  :  ^ „ 

Ordered,  llmt  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  settle  with,  and  pay  the  officers  of  tbe  late  mustering  department 
within  that  state  that  have  not  been  settled  with,  by  allowing  them  what 
^eir  arrears  of  pay  and  year's  advance  was  worth  in  specie,  at  the  time  they 
respectiYely  became  due,  and  charge  thesame  to  the  United  States. 

SATURDAY,  October  13.  17»1. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  €•  Houston,  was  read,  declining  the  office 

of  comptroller  ;  Whereupon,  k  ii  <  k 

Coni^ress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  comptroller;  and,  the  ballots  De- 
ins;  taken,  James  Milligan  was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated 

bvMr.  M'Kean.  .  m#    oi.  m* 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Oswood,  Mr.  Shermail,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relative  to  the  order  on  Dr.  , 
J.  Witherspoon,  which  has  been  protested,  was  taken  into  consideratioii  j 

.and,  thereupon,  ^     ,  ^  xi. 

itesotefti.  That  the  protested  order  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  super- 
intendent of  finance,  with  whom  Dr.  Witherspoon  is  to  account,  for  the  mo- 
ney due  to  the  United  SUtea  in  his  hands,  which  he  received  ol  prisoners 
that  have  been  exchanged,  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the  said  superintendent, 
who  is  to  take  order  for  the  support  and  education  of  the  Indian  Touths  at 
Princeton  college,  under  the  care  of  col.  George  Morgan,  out  ot  the  said 
moneys,  or  otherwise,  as  he  mav  think  expedient.  , 

That  Dr.  J.  Witherspoon,  \\]wn  paying  over  the  said  money,  be  Illdemm- 
fied  by  the  United  States,  IVoai  any  demand  the  said  prisoners  may  hare 
against  him  on  this  account,  for  want  of  original  touchers,  nnm  they  My 
be  furnished  by  the  comptroller  of  accounto,  who  is  directed  to  tiquidate,  aa 
soon  as  may  be,  the  charges  against  the  said  exchanged  prisoners  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equity ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  agent  of  the  said  prisoners 
has  pai<l  more  tlisn  is  found  to  be  due,  the  balance  shall  be  immediately  re- 
funded to  him.  ^ 

MONDAY,  October  15, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Bfc-  Raidollh,  Mr.  • 
Matthews,  Mr.  Buudinot,  Mr.  Sherman,  appointed  to  eenfer  with  tte  he*, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France : 
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OrdeM,  Thit  so  much  of  tlie  rem>rt  of  the  hoo.  J.  Lauren*,  of  liUiiBiwmi 
to  the  covrt  of  Vomrillot,  of  tlie  Itte  eonieroaco  botween  tiio  minister  of 
France  and  a  committee  of  Cong;i«w»  and  of  the  several  lottm  of  the  hon. 
John  Jay,  and  the  hon  John  Adaina,  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,  be  referred  to  the  nuperintendent  thereof,  to  he  tfananittod  to  the 
several  states,  in  such  manner  as  he  «ha!l  think  proper. 

The  report  of  a  committee  on  the  post-oftice,  was  taken  into  consideration, 
sod  an  the  question,  ^*  that  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  i>e€embcr  next, 
all  franks  be  abolished.'* 

The  yeas  and  najsueing  retjuired  by  Mi.  Varnum, 


AlmmchUKttSf  Mr.  L.ovell, 

Osgood, 

Mhodt^hM,  Mr.Mowr>, 
9  Vanium, 
CoimtdMf     Mr.  Sherauui, 
JinnoJiim^     Mr.  Clark, 

Boudino^ 
Klnker, 

Pemu]fhmia»  Mk*.  Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 
Iklaxmi%       Mr.  M*K«aii, 


So  it  passed  in  thenegatiTe. 


Mari^latul, 


Mr.  Jenifer,, 
Hmaon 

Carroll, 

Mr.  Jonrs, 

Randolph, 
Mr.  Matlbewii^ 

Bee, 
,  Middleton, 
Mottc, 
F.veleigh, 
Mr.Teifiar, 


TUESDAY,  October  16,  1781. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  September,  from  freTieral  Girene,  withareport  from  bri- 
gadier-general Marion,  of  his  successful  entei  prize  against  the  enemj,  and, 

A  letter,  of  the  llth,  from  the  same,  giving  an  account  of  the  victory 
gained  over  the  enemy  at  tlie  Eutaw  bptings,  the  bth  of  the  baid  month,  ^ve^e 
read. 

Ordmd,  That  a  petition  of  lieotenant  Pepin,  together  with  his  aceonnti^ 
bo  referred  to  the  comptroUer  for  settlement,  ia  the  same  manner  as  ordered 
for  the  officers  of  colonel  Hazen's  regiment 

On  report  of  the  board  of  war :  , 

Resolvedy  That  the  reasons  inducing  Congress  to  supersede  by  their  order 
of  the  5th  August,  1780,  captain  George  Turner  from  his  office  of  commis- 
sary of  prisoners,  did  not  proceed  from  any  mal-praclice  or  dishonorable 
procedure  of  oaptain  Turner  in  his  said  office,  hut  from  motived  not  affecting 
lis  integrity  or  capacity. 

The  delegates  oi  Virginia  representing  to  Congress,  that  the  committee 
to  whem  were  re-committed  the  territorial  cessions  of  Virginia,  New-York 
and  Coaneciicat,  with  a  memorial  siened  J.  Wilson,  by  order  of  the  United 
Illinois  and  Wabash  companies,  and  the  memorial  or  William  Trent,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  members  of  the  Indiana  company,  bad  given 
them  notice  that  they  should,  on  Saturday  last, confer  with  the  agents  of  the 
said  companies,  on  the  subject  of  their  several  memorials;  that  tlie  said 
delegates  conceiving  that  no  claim  ought  to  be  received  from  the  said  com- 
panies adverse  to  the  cessions  of  Virginia,  or  any  other  state,  because  if  the 
lands  to  which  pretensions  made  by  those  coiiifiatiic-^  lie  within  the  limits 
of  such  state,  by  its  authority  alone  can  the  merits  of  their  claims  be  en- 
forced, because  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  in  territorial  questions,  being 
confined  to  an  adjustment  of  the  confronting  claims  uf  different  states,  if 
th^  lands  claimed  bj  those  companies  lie  without  the  limits  of  Viipnia,  ^ 
any  of  the  other  states,  Congress  are  interdicted  bj  the  confederation  from 
the  cD^zance  of  such  claims^  and  because  it  dero^tes  from  the  sovereignty 
of  a  state  to  be  drawn  into  contest  by  an  individual,  or  compapy  of  individu^ 
als,  and  therefore  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress  to  authorize  the 
committee  to  confer  with  the  said  agents  in  sach  maiii|er  as  to  .receive  from 
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them  claims  adverse  to  tke  cessions  .of  any  of  the  states  abovcmentieiied ; 
tlie  said  delegates  did  reqvest  the  committee  to  forbear,  such  conference 
until  the  Qense  of  Congress  on  the  subject  slHHild  be  koowfij  and  |iropetuig^ 

tbat  the  fpjestion  should  be  now  taken: 

Whether  it  was  the  intention  of  Con2:ress  to  authorize  the  committee  to 
receive  claims,  and  hear  evidence  lu  behalf  of  the  said  companies^  adverse 
to  the  claims  or  cessions  of  Virginia,  New-Yoi  k  oi  Connecticut : 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  state  of  Rhode -Island,  and  se- 
conded bj^  the  state  of  Maryland  ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous 
qoestien» ' 

The  jeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Randolph, 


MatMuihiuettM,  Mr.  Loiweli, 

Osgood* 

Mhodb4rim»dy  Mr.  Mown , 

ComuttUeutj  Mr.  Sherman, 
IkmhJiar^     Mr.  Clark, 

Boudino^ 
£UBer, 

Pennayhmua,  Mr.  Atlee^ 
Mtiumtt  Mr.M«Kaaii, 


Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

N.-CaroUtia^ 


Mr. 

Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 

HbdiflOfl, 

Bandolp]^ 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Motte, 

Eveleig'h, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jones^ 


no 


So  the  previous  question  was  lost. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  17,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting:  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
Mont^merj,  to  whom  was  referred  a  iiieiuorLal  of  col.  Donald  Campbell : 

Orderedy  That  the  accounts  of  colonel  Donald  Campbell*  be  referred  to 
the  comptroller,  to  be  finally  settled  according  to  justice,  equity,  and  his  best 
diaeretien,  having  regard  to  such  proof  as  the  natnreof  the  ease  will  advity 
and  as  shall  appear  aatiafactorj,  tne  resolution  of  the  Slst  of  Jane  last  soi^ 
withstanding. 

The  main  question  moved  yesterday  by  the  delesates  of  Virginia,  was  takm 
into  consideration,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Varn«T!),  -seconded  by 
Mr.  Patridge,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  whether,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  in- 
sert "  ResoTved,  that,"  and  after  the  word  *' was,"  to  insert  not,"  so  as  in 
read.  Resolved,  that  it  was  not  the  intention,  &c.  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Randolph, 


JUassachmetts,  Mr.  JLovell, 

09gt)od, 

Hhode'Jsiwidf  Mr.  Mown  , 

Varnum, 

ConneeHeut,  Mr.  Shernuuit 
^kuh^trtefft     Mr.  BoudiiMit^ 

Elmer, 

J'tmnstfivumOf  Mr.  Montgoinery, 

Atlec^ 

Muwve,  .    Mr.  M*Keaii» 

do  die  amendment  waa  lost 


I 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Huioiii  . 

f^an'oU, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Bandolph, 
Mr.  Bee^ 

Middleton, 
Mr.  Telikir, 

N.  W.Jones; 


1781 


THURSDAY,  October  18, 

On  a  report  from  tlie  board  of  war,  on  the  memorial  of  Mons.  O'Neil,  late 
captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  : 

Hesolved,  That  Mi.  O'Neil,  kite  a  captain  in  Pulaski's  legion,  be  inform-' 
ed  that  the  i  equest  contained  in  his  memorial  of  the  I3th  instaut  cannot  be 
granted. 
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Oq  report  of  a  commtttee,  contittting  of  Mr.  MoDtgomenr,  Mr.  Sbemti, 
Mr.  Patritli^,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  t6tb,  mmtlwtewiff 
war»  on  the  cane  of  Mr.  Dedevans : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  10th  of  August,  1776,  emimweriag 
gen.  Schujler  to  enquire  into  the  service  and  character  of  Canadian  volun- 
teers, and  to  grant  them  rewards  and  wajes,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed;  ami 
that  all  persons,  of  what  character  soever,  who  now  draw  pav  or  rations  in 
consetjuence  of  the  said  resolution,  be  not  eutitled  to  draw  pajr  or  rations 
after  the  1st  day  of  Uecend>cr  next. 

Orderedt  That  Mr.  Dedevans  settle  with  the  comptroller  for  menej  axui 
rations  due  to  hitn  in  consequence  uf  the  rettolution  aforesaid. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seeonded  by  Mr.  Motte : 

Bnohed,  That  Dr.  Johnson,  a  hospital  physician  and  surgeon,  be,  and  be 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  do  the  duty  of  deputy  purveyor  for  die  ndtiiiMry  hai- 
pital  in  the  southern  department,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr,  Sherman,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  hon.the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  having  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  his  most 
Chriftliau  m^esty  ;the  saai«^  was  taken  into  cunsi4eratiou  and  agreed  to. 

FRIDAY,  October  19,  ITSl. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  poftt-uiUcc  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; Wherenpoti, 

Re»olvedt  1  hai  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  postage  of  letters  be  reduced  h> 
what  It  was  at  the  commencemeDt  of  the  present  war : 

That  the  p4iat-master  general  be,  and  hereby  i8»  authorized  to  allow  Ae 
.  Teral  poat-maatera  saeh  cooimiasion  per  cent,  as  he  shall  think  their  respec- 
tive ser vices  merit,  so  as  tliat  the  said  commissions  do  not  in  the  whole  ex- 
ceed 20  percent: 

-   That  he  cause  the  mail  to  be  carried  with  all  despatch  once  a  week  : 

That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  December  next*  all  express  rider8»  on 
constant  pay,  be  dismissed  from  the  public  service  : 

Tl.at  there  be  in  the  depavuneot  of  the  post-ofiice  a  post-master  general, 
and  an  assistant  or  clerk: 

That  the  salary  of  the  post- master  general  be  1250  dollars  per  auaum  ; 
,    That  the  salary  of  the  asbistaat  or  clerk  be  800  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  this  establishment  df  the  peat*office  take  place  on  the  Ist  da/  of  De- 
cember next* 

MONDAY,  October  2d,  1781. 

Mr.  Law,  a  deleffate  from  CoBMeticaiy  attended  and  leek  his  placo. 

A  letter  of  the  lllh,  from  eolonol  Pickering,  quarter-auiater  genecai,  w 
rea<l ;  Whereupon, 
Remihed^  That  letters  to  and  from  the  qnarterHnaater  geneml  be  caiHed 

free  of  postage. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Milligan,  comptroller,  was  read;  WbereupOII, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electini^  two  auditors. 

A  letter,  of  the  9nt!^  tV(>m  the  superintendent  of  tiruiiice,  was  read,  with 
a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  which  he  proposes  to  scuti  to  tlie  several  states: 

Ordered,  That  the  saifl  copy  be  referred  to  a  coHHiiitteeof  thret,  lu  c utile r 
with  tlte  superintendent,  and  that  he  lake  order  thereon. 

TUESDAY,  October  23, 1781* 
The  seeretary  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  fhim  tbe  preMent  im  the 
words  following : 

Sir  :  I  must  beg  you  to  remind  Congress,  that  when  thejr  did  me  the  honour 
of  electing  me  president,  and  beiere  I  assumed  the  ehair,  1  informed  them,  that 
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chief  justice  ol  Peiu»svlvania»  I  should  b«  under  the  necessity  of  attend- 
iiig  the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  the  latter  end  of  li<epten)ber,  or  at  far- 
thest in  OctoUer.  Tkat  court  will  be  heltl  to-day  ;  I  munt  therefore  request 
thattfaej  wil)  toe  pleased  to  |iniceed  to  the  chuice  of  anottier  president. 

I  am«  sir*  with  much  respect*  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  M^K-san, 

Chaillks  Thomson,  secretary  of  Congress. 

Whereupon,  Re^olved^  That  the  resiirnation  of  Mr.  M'Kean  is  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  a  president  be  postponed  untd  tomorrow. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  auditor^;  and,  the  ballots*  bein^ 
taken,  Mr.  William  Govett  was  elected,  having  been  pi eviously  nominated 
|iy  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  . of  the  other  auditor  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved,  Thatthe  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is  aothorized 
to  correspond  with  the  several  foreign  ministers  of  the  United  States,  as 
often  as  there  shall  b»  occasion,  upon  subjects  relating  to  his  departmeutt 

WEDNESDAY,  October %4,\7B\. 

On  motion  of  Mt  .  \N  itiierspocfh,  se  conded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved^  unaniuumslif,  ibdL  Mr.  M'Kean  be  requested  to  resume  the 
chair,  and  act  as  president  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  neit;  the 
resolution  of  resterday  notwithstanding. 

A  letter,  of  the  I9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  wa^  read,  giving  infermatMm 
of  the  reduction  of  the  British  army  under  the  command  of  earl  Comwallis, 
on  the  19th  in st.  with  a  copy  of  Ae  armies  ef*capitoLtion  $  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolpli, 

Uemlved,  That  Con'^ress  will,  at  two  oVIock  this  ihv,  ♦ro  in  procession  to 
the  Dutch  Lutheran  church,  and  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  tor  crown- 
ins;  the  allied  arms  of  the  United  States  and  France,  with  success,  by  the  sur* 
render  of  the  whole  BtMtish  army  under  the  command  of  the  earl  Cornwallis*. 

Ordered,  i  hat  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  intelligence. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  general*  Washington,  ot  the  19th,  enclosing 
the  correspondence  between  him  and  the  earl  Comwnllis,  coneeming  the 
enrrender  of  the  garrisons  of  York  and  Qtmteester,  and  the  articles  of  ca- 

SMilation,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fbnr:  the  members,  Mr.  Bandolpb, 
F.Boudinot,  Mr.  Vamom,  Mr. Carroll. 

lUsolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  report  what 
in  their  opinion,  will  be  the  most  proper  mode  of  communicating  the  thanks 
of  the  United  States  in  ('ong;ress  assemble<l,  to  g;eneral  Washino;ton,  count 
de  liochambeau  and  coufit  de  Grasse,  for  their  etfectual  exertions  in  accom- 
plishing this  illustrious  work  ;  and  of  paying  respect  to  the  merit  of  lieuten- 
ant coloiiei  Tilghman,  aid-de-cam p  of  general  Washington,  and  the  bearer 
of  his  despatches  auaouuc  uig  iliis  happy  event : 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  communicate  this  intelli- 
gence to  the  hen.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France. 

THURSDAY,  OdokT  2j,  1781. 
A  motion  wasmadebyMr.  Midiileton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte, 
That  general  Washington  be  dji  ech  d  to  detain  earl  Cornwaliig,  and  the 
officers  captured  in  the  garrisons  of  York  and  Gloucester,  until  the  further 
order  of  Congress. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Middleton, 
■   Mdsmchudctts,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Osgood, 


Jihode-Iaimd,  Mr.  Mo\i  ry ,  no  ^* 

Vutmeifuadt    jyr.  Shct^aik  no> 
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On  a  report  of  the  committee,  consistiDg  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Middleton, 
Jklr.  \tlee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  major-general  Greene: 

Mesrjlved,  That  the  thanks  of  tlie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be 
presented  to  major  general  Greene,  tar  his  wise,  decisive  and  magnanimous 
conduct  in  the  acUoa  of  the  8th  of  Septeml>er  last,  near  the  Eutaw  Springs, 
in  South-Carolina;  in  which,  with  a  force  inferior  in  number  to  thatoi  the 
cpemy,  he  obtained  a  most  signal  victory: 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  CongreMaMombled^  be  presented 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Marjland  and  Virginia  brigades,  and  Delavraftt 
battalion  of  continental  troops,  for  the  anparalleUed  bravery  and  hereoism  by 
tbem  displayed,  in  advancing  to  the  enemy  through  an  incessant  fire,  and 
charging  them  with  an  impetuosity  and  ardour  that  could  not  be  resisted  : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  present- 
ed to  the  officers  and  mew  of  the  legionary  corps  and  artillery^  for  their  in- 
trepid and  gallant  exertions  during  the  action  : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  vStatesin  Congress  assembled,  be  presented 
to  the  brigade  ot  North-Carolina,  for  their  resolution  and  perieverauce  in 
attacking  the  enemy,  and  sustaining  a  superior  fire : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^be  preseniCed 
io  the  officers  and  npen  of  the  state  corps  of  South -Carolina,  for  the  zeal|» 
activity  and  firmness  by  them  exhibited  throughout  the  engagement: 

That  the  tbanlcs  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presented  ' 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  militia,  who  formed  the  front  line  in  the  or- 
der of  battle,  and  sustained  their  post  witii  honor,  propriety  and  resolution 
worthy  of  men  determined  to  be  free. 

Jiesolved,  That  a  British  standard  be  presented  to  major-general  Greene, 
as  an  honorable  testimony  of  his  merit,  and  a  golden  medal  emblematical  o4 
the  battle  and  victory  aforesaid : 

That  major-general  Greene  be  desired  to  present  the  thanks  of  Congress, 
to  captains  Pierce  and  Pendleton,  major  Hyme  and  captain  ShubricK,  his 
aid-de-catnps,  in  testimonjr  of  their  particular  activity  and  gpod  conduct 
^luring  the  whole  of  the  action: 

.  That  a  sword  be  presented  to  captain  Pierce,  who  bore  the  general's  dcs* 
patches,  giving  an  account  of  the  victory,  and  that  the  board  of  war  take 

order  herein. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
be  presented  to  brigadier -general  Marion,  of  the  Suuth-Caidlina  militia,  for 
his  wise,  gallant  and  decided  conduct,  in  defending  the  liberties  of  his 
country;  and  particularly  for  his  prudent  and  intrepid  attack  on  a  body  of 
the  British  troops,  on  the  30th  day  of  August  last;  and  for  the  distinguish- 
im  port  be  took  In  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  September. 

TUESDAY,  October  30,  17%U 

,  Congress  proiieeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  at  war  ;  andy  the  bal- 
lots bein<;  taken,  major-general  Benjamin  Lincoln  was  elected. 

Rpsolved,  Tliat  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and 
re(]uesfed,  to  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  war  department^  until 
tiie  secretary  at  war  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his  odice.        "  ' 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Uaiison,  to  whom  were  referred  the  estimates  of  the  board  of  war: 

Resolved,  (by  nine  states,)  That  the  respective  states  be  called  upon  to 
fumish  the  treasury  of  the  CTnited  States,  with  their  quotas  of  the  8,000,00l> 
4if.dt»llars,  for  the  war  department^  and  civil  list,  the  ensoine  year ;  to  be 
paid  Quarterly  in  equal  proportions,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first  . 
'  day  of  April  next. 

Remlved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  a  member  from  each  state,  be 
appointed  to  apportion  to  the  several  states  the  quotas  of  the  above  sitm.  ^ 
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THUftSDAT,  J^Cwomher  1,1781. 

Oa  •  rtiHirt  tf  «  MWiittee,  conftisting  of  Mr.  fftnioil,  Mr.  Variiaiii,]|r. 
Cljmer*  to  wbon  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1st  September  from  n^for 
general  Greene»  Yith  the  of  his  letter  to  colonel  Campbell,  and  iiis 
commission  to  sundry  persona  to  D^oCia  tea  treatjof  peace  with  the  CiilO- 

kec and  Chickasaw  Iruliiuis: 

ii««o/wrf,That  the  appointment  of  commissioners  by  major-eeneral  Greene 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  ot  peace  witii  the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians, 
■and  by  that  means  to  put  a  stop  to  the  rava<^es  of  those  nations,  was  a  ne^y* 
ami  prudent  measure,  and  that  Coogi  esii  approve  oi  the  same. 

FIUDAT»  M^mmkr  £»  ir81« 

AmotioD  was  Mde  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  *'  that  the  reiolwtieiNf 
yesterday,  respecting  the  appointment  of  comniisBbneffa,  to  treat  widi  the 

Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  be  repealed." 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  the  conaideratioD  of  the  pre- 
ceding motion  ;  and  that  no  copies  of  the  resolution  passed  yeaterdaj  bfft4ap 
livered  out  before  Monday  the  I2lh  instant. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Varnmn, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr. 
Randolph,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Bee,  and  Mr.  Telfair,  appointed  io  apportion 
to  the  several  states  *heir  respective  quotas  of  the  8,000,000  of  dollars  voted 
by  the  resolution  of  the  SOtn  of  October  last,  delivered  in  a  report,  wbicL 
was  taken  into-constderatioii :  when  the  quota  of  Connecticut  was  nuAsr 
eoiiBideTmtwii»a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jeatfer* 
That  93,400  doHars  be  add  ed  :^ 

Oa  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr«  CarroB, 


JKURniSalihi,  Ifr.  liveTmore, 
Mumtmutath  Ifr-  Lovcll, 

Fatridge, 

OsgOQO, 

MM-Mmd,  Mr.Mowryv 

Yam  Tim, 

CmitmctiaUp     Mr.  ShenuAn, 

Law, 

Boudinot, 
FmrnykmniM,  Mr.  Montgonaety, 

Atlee, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


S.'Carolina, 


Geor^gUk 


Mr.  M'KcaHy 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Hanson, 

Carroll, 

Maclison, 

Rnn;lc)lph, 
Mr.  Muttiicws, 

IfiddletoOy 

MoUe, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jonts, 


8o  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  report  being  further  considered,  m 
Ruokid,  That  the  snm  of  8,000,000  of  dollars,  required  to  be  raised  by 

the  resolution  of  the  SOth  day  of  October  last,  be  paid  by  the  states  in  the 

fellMHig  pfhforlieBs : 


New-Hampsliire, 

Massaclm  setts, 
lihode-lsland,  - 
Connecticut, 
New-Toik» 

Fennsyivania,  - 
Delaware, 


373,598 
1,:^07.596 
216,684 
747,196 
373,598 
485,679 
1,120,794 
112,085 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-C^arolioa, 
South-Carolina, 
Geoigii^ 


9^jm 
X;>07,594 
622,677 
373^98 
24,905 


That  the  said  sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  credited  to  the  accounts  the  se- 
▼etld  states  on  interest,  to  be  hereaiter  adjusted,  agreeably  to  the  ri^aoiuiMa 
ofthe  MoT  October,  1779:  ^ 

That  certificates  which  may  be  f^ven  by  the  quartiar*4iia8ter  general,  or 
ether  officers  properly  authori^d  to  give  then,  for  saepUea  t^tHthali  hiie' 
after  be  femisbed,  shaU  iieam|rtsd  m  payiaeut  ef  the  aforeoakl  ems.  * 
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That  such  certificates  For  supplies  heretofore  fnrnished,  shall  fie  acct  pted 
from  the  states  prodaciag  ihen  id  pajneot  ul  what  may  be  due  ou  Wrmer  re* 
quisitlaiig. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  lny  ta^es  fw 
taiaiDg  their  quotas  of  monej  for  the  Utxueti  ^tateB»  separate  imm  those  laid 
fer  their  ov?n  particolar  use,  and  to  pass  acts  direetins  tlie  ceUectors  to  parf 
.  the  WM  to  tha  coamitssloiMr  of  the  loaii*olieo,  or  swSi  other  person  as  ahail 
be  appointed  hy  the  superintendent  of  fintnte,  to  receive  the  mmt  within 
the  8tate»  and  to  anthorize  such  recehrer  to  recover  the  nonein  of  the  col-' 
lectors,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  nMnner,  and  under  the 
same  penalties,  as  state  taxes  are  recovered  bj  the  treasurers  of  the  respec- 
tive states,  to  be  sabjiect  only  to  the  orders  •of  Congress,  or  the  snperinten- 
dent  of  finance^ 

SATURDAY,  J^oemher  3,  1781. 

A  petition  from  the  anpreme  executive  council  of  the  comnHinwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  was  read,  stating  a  matter  of  dispute  between  the  said  state 
and  the  state  of  Connecticut,  respecting  sundry  lauds  l^ing  on  the  east  branch 
of  the  river  8u«)qiiehanna,  and  praying  a  hearing  in  the  premises,  agreeably  to 

the  9th  article  ot  the  confederation. 

Resolved,  Hiat  the  resolutions pas-^ed  yesterday  be  delivei  ed  to  the  super*^ 
intendent  oftinance,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  several  >tatcs. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  matters  now  before  Congress  be  referred  over, 
and  recommended  to  the  attention  of  die  United  States  in  Congress  assem* 
6led»  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Monday  next. 

Advice  being  received  that  a  messenger  was  arrived  from  head^qnarters 
with  despatches,  the  president  resnmea  the  chair,  and  col.  Humphreyi  one 
of  the  general's  aids,  was  introduced,  and  delivered  a  letter  from  the  g^ne- . 
ral,  dated  the  £7th  and  d9th  of  October,  containing  returns  of  pnBoners»ar« 
tillery,  arms,  ordnance  and  other  stores,  surrendered  by  the  enemy,  in  their 
posts  of  Vork  and  Gloucester,  on  the  19th  October;  he  also  laid  before  Con- 
grc5;s  24  standards  taken  attlie  fainc  time,  and  a  draught  of  those  posts,  with 
tlie  plan  of  attack  and  defence,  and  tlien  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  returns  be  published,  uiui  that  tlie  letter,  with  the  other 
papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  vvliom  wai  referred  the  jtje- 
neral's  letter  of  tlie  19th  of  October. 


'  "  '    MONDAY,  Aovemkr  5,  irSl. 
The  following  members  attended  from  the  states  of 


New-Hampshire,  lir.  livemuire. 


Wfrffftrhufetta, 


Illiode-Iihiid, 

Connecticut, 
New-Jersey, 

PemugrlvMui, 


Xr.IiQven, 
Patridge, 
Osgocd, 
Mr*  liowiy, 
Varnui^ 
Mr.  Low, 
Ifr.  Clark, 

Boudhm^ 
Mr.  Montgtimefy, 
•  Atlee, 
T.  Smith, 


Uaiybnd, 


Nortli-rarollna, 
South-Caroliiia, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Hsnsoa,  • 
Jeraier, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Ma^son, 
BHttiilph, 

Jone% 
Mr.  Hawking 
Mr.  Middlctoun, 

lfiAthew% 

Bee, 

Eveleigl]^ 
Motte, 
Ur.Telfiur,  . 
N.  W.  Jonea, 


credentials  being  read,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pre- 
sident ;  nad  the  ballots  being  taken,  Uie  bon.  John  Hanson  was  elected* 

-    WEDNESDAY.  J^ovemherT,  1781.  '       '  ' 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll*  Mr.  Jonnik  Mr*  Mat- 
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Ih^ws,  to  whom  were  referred  a  niemorial  of  Daniel  Clark,  in  behalf  «f  OHv 
ver  Pollock,  and  a  letter  of  the  17th  September,  from  James  Seag^rove,  n* 
specting  advances  nuwU  b]r  Don  Oalf^  toOUvec  PoUock, for  tke  service  of 

tlie  Uoited  States, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  passed  in  the  books  of  the  treasury,  to  the  credit 
of  Oliver  PoHock,  continental  a^ent  at  New-Orleans,  in  addif  ion  to  the  credit 
of  the  6th  of  February  Ia?»t,  the  sum  of  £1,419  r8-90ths  dollars  in  specie,  to 
bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  6th  of  February  last, 
until  paid :  abd  that  the  soperinteiideat  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is  directed 
BOt  to  pay  any  part  of  the  semt  aforesaid  to  Oliver  Pdllock  or  his  a^nte. 
until  advice  ifi  received  from  0OD  Galvez  of  tiie  sums  by  him  advanced  to  the 
said  Oliver  Pollock,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  what  measnres 
have  been  taken  by  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  for  reimbursing  the  said  suma. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  order,  and  of  that  of  the  6th  of 
February,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  22d  July,  1780,  from  his  excellency 
Don  Galvez,  and  the  letter  of  the  I7th  of  September,  from  J.  Seagrove,  be 
transmitted  to  the  superintendent  of  finance^  and  that  he  report  the  draft  of 
a  letter  to  Dan  Galvez  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 

Reaolwd^  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  directed  to  prepare  a 
sketch  of  emblems  of  the  alliance  between  his  most  Christian  maiestj  and 
the  United  States,  proper  to  be  inscribed  on  the  marble  column  to  be  erect- 
ed in  the  town  of  York,  under  the  resolution  of  the  29th  of  October  last. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  ^th  October, 
from  general  Washington : 

Resolved,  That  an  elegant  sword  be  presented,  in  the  name  uf  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  colonel  Humphrey,  ald-de-camp  of  general 
"Washington,  to  whose  care  the  standards  taken  n rider  the  capitulation  of 
York  were  consigned,  as  a  testimotiy  ui  their  opinion  of  his  Oddity  and  abili- 
ty; and  that  the  board  of  war  take  order  therein. 

Orieredt  That  the  fiirther-coaMdcratienjIf  the  report  be  postponed. 

Revived,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  honorable  Thomas 
M'Kean}  late  president  of  Congress,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his 
conduct  in  the  chair^  and  in  the  execution  of  public  business* 

'  THURSDAY,  J\'ovember  8,  1781. 

An  ordinance  respecting  captures  by  water,  was  taken  into  c^>n  si  deration, 
and  some  progress  being  made,  the  farther  cousideratiun  thereof  was  postponed. 
•    On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  tor  the  trial,  and  in  case  of  con- 
demnation, for  the  execution  of  any  persons  falling  under  the  description 
and  character  ui  spies,  apprehended  in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  ttit^in 
the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  powers  for  this  purpose,  witk  those 
Tested  in  the  commander  in  .chief  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war* 

roiDAY,  Mivember  9,  1781* 

A  letter  of  the  8th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  being  read: 

On  motion  nf  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Telfair, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war,  without  delay,  cause  such  depositions  to 

be  taken,  to  be  laid  before  tlie  court  of  enquiry,  upon  the  conduct  of  major- 
general  R.  Howe,  as  the  delegates  of  Geor<:ia  and  major-general  Howe  shall  j 
request,  and  that  the  depositions  be  transmitted  to  Tna  jor-general  Heath.  I 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnum,  ' 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  take  dulei  to  prevent  the  olikers  prison-  , 
ers  of  war  uuder  the  capituiatiuu  oi  York,  who  have  permission         by  land 
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to  New-York,  from  travell'mg  at  large  through  the  country,  and  from  reiiia'm- 

ia§  lofigcroiit oC the  eaem^'s        tbaa  majr  ^  oeQewrjr  ior  their  juurnej- 

MONDAY*  MwMikr  ll»  1781. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Scfareiber : 

^  Ordered,  That  the  comptroller  cause  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Jacob  Schreiber* 
to  be  adjusted  upon  the  same  principles  with  those  directed  for  the  officers 
of  Hazen's  regiment,  allowing  him  the  paj  of  a  captra  of  engineers  from 

the  2d  day  of  March,  1780: 

That  Mf.  Schreiber  have  leave  to  depart  fur  Europe,  as  Cons^ress,  though 
conscious  of  his  merit,  have  no  means  of  employing  him  in  the  rank  he  re- 
.  quires: 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  pay  Mr.  Schreiber 
•Qch  sum  as  will  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe,  and  that  loan-office  certi- 
ficatea  be  deliTored  him  for  the  residue  of  Ihe  balance  which  shall,  on  settle- 
tnent,  appear  to  be  doe  to  him  from  the  United  States. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Randolph,  to  whom  were  reterred  a  letter  of  28th  August,  and  one  of  the  Ztli 
inst.  from  the  superintendent  of  finance : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  2d  inst.  as  declares,  "  that 
certificates  which  niaj  be  given  by  the  quarter-master  general  or  other  offi- 
cers,  properly  authorized  to  give  them  for  supplies,  that  shall  be  hereafter 
furnished,  shall  be  accepted  in  payment  of  the  quotas  of  money  thereby  as- 
signed to  the  several  states,"  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed.  ... 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 
.  Maolmij,  That  letters  to  and  from  tb^  secretary  for  foreign  afiyrs  be  car- 
ried free  of  postage. 

TUESDAY,  JVovemfcer  13,  1781. 

The  ordinance  respecting  captures,  was  taken  into  consideration  and  dc^ 
bated. 

WEDNESDAY,  JWwjemfter  14,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Jones, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  the  executives  of  the  states,  reauest- 
ing  the  attendance  of  delegates  from  snch  states  as  are  not  representea,  and 
urging  the  necessity  of  sending  forward  and  keeping  up  a  representation  in 

Congress  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  United  States. 
A  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia, 
That  the  1st  Tuesday  of  December  next,  be  assigned  for  the  consider»- 

tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cessions  of 
New-York,  Viro;inia,  Connecticut,  and  the  petitions  of  the  Indiana^  Vanda- 
lia,  Illinois,  and  Wabash  companies." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnum,  to  amend, 
'by  adding,  "Provided  that  eleven  states  shall  be  tnen  represented." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  llie  auieiidaieut,  the  yeas  and  nayj>  being  re- 
quired bjr  Mr  Yamum, 


MoHuAmetts,  Mr.  LoveU, 

FMtiage, 
Osgood, 

Mhmie-JaUmt^  Mr.  Mowiy, 

Vamuni, 
Connecticut,     Mr.  Law, 
Penntifhwiia,  Mr.  M  mtgomcry, 
•    '  Ath^e, 

T.  Simtk, 
Mr.  Hanflon,  . 
CaiToll, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


a>7 

no  3 

no  J 

ayr^- 

ay  J 
ay^  ay 
ay  \ 

jdhr. 


Virginia, 


N.-C(jn-(}Unay 
^.-CaruUna, 


Georgia, 


no 

ay 


l^Ir.  Jones, 
Madison^ 

llandolph, 
Mr.  Hav.'kins, 
Mi'.  Middle  ton. 

Dee, 

Eveleig-h, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  iont». 
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On  the  que.stion  to  arrree  tu  the  main  question^  the  jreas  lUid  najrt  beio^ 
requii  ed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jones, 

Maryland,       Mr.  Hanson, 


Mastackumttf  Mr.  Love  II,  no  ) 

Patridgc,  nov  no 

Osgood,  no) 

Mhotk'ItUmd,  Hr.Mowry,  "^Idiv 

Connutia^    Mr.  Law,  uo 
I'trmgybwUa,  Sir.  Montgonieiy,  aj^ 

Atlee,  av  J  ay 

T.  Soiitb,  ay3 


Carroll, 
Mr.  J.  iaa^ 
Madison, 

jRandolpb, 
N.-CaroUna,     Mr.  Hawkins^ 
S,4)ar9&na,     Mr.  Middle  ton, 

Georgi«t         Mr.  1  ehan. 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mt  .  Ratiilolph,  Mr.  Boudinoi, 
Mr.  Carroll,  appointed  to  prepare  the  ferin  of  notice  (ta  t»e  giren  to  the  1»- 
gislatkre  or  ezectttife  aathority  of  Hie  ttat^  of  GwAMtimrt,  oa  Hio  ptiMm 
inm  the  supreme  ezecutWe  cohdcU  of  PeDnsylYaniftp  respecting  a  dtspo^ 
between  the  two  state*  i  Congreto  agieed  to  the  fottowlng  resplution*  s 

Whereas  the  presSdent  aiSl  seprenie  executive  council  of  the  sMe  ef 
Pennsylvania,  have  presented  a  petition  to  the  United  States  in  Congreee  as- 
sembled, stating,  •*  that  a  controversy  has  long  subsisted  between  the  said 
atate  of  Penn«v  Ivauia  and  the  state  of  Connecticut,  resperti rig;  sundry  lands 
lyin^  within  the  norther  n  boundary  uf  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pfaj* 
ing  tor  a  Iteanng,  in  pursuance  uf  the  0th  article  of  the  confederation  : 

Resolved,  That  the  4th  Monday  in  June  next,  be  assig^ned  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  by  their  lawful 
agents*  at  the  place  in  which  CongreM  sliaU  then  be  sittuig. 

RmBbM.  That  tlie  form  of  the  notice  be  aa  fidlowi,  to  be  trsMnitteiMv 
Ihe  secretary  agreeabt  y  .to  the  articles  of  confederation :  / 

the  Uuitrd  States  in  Ckiiigress  assembled,  m  the  otty  of  Phibdeliibia,  on  the  I4th  day  of  No- 
liiwriMP,  in  Ikt  j«ar  offoar  Lard  ITU,  and  in  thsaili  ymc  of  jadapeaduawi- 


4 

To  the  legislative  authority  of  the  state  of  Connecticut : 

It  it  is  hereby  made  known,  that  pursuant  to  the  9th  article  of  the  confede- 
ration, the  snpfTuic  executive  council  of  the  state  of  INMinsyh  ani^t,  have  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  Congress,  stating  (hat  a  controversy  has  long  subsisted 
between  the  said  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  state  of  Coiinectictit,  re^ 
«pecting  sundry  lands  lying  within  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said  state 
ot  Pennsylvania,  and  praying  for  a  hearing  in  pursuance  of  the  9th  article  of 
the  confederation ;  and  that  the  4th  Monday  in  June  next,  b  assigned  for 
the  appearance  of  the  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Coiineeticnt»lj  their 
lawful  agents,  at  the  place  in  which  Congress  shall  then  ilt^  to  proceed  la 
the  premises  as  by  the  said  confederation  i<  din  (  ted. 

By  iMler  of  Congress.         CU  ARL£B  TUOMSOK,  Becniary. 

THURSDAY,  JK'ovember  15,  1781. 
On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr. 
K.  VV.  Jones,  tu  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  officers  returned  from 
Cliarlestou : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
to  take  order  fur  tlie  di^-^charge  of  iUi  ca  niuuliis'  subsistencej  in  addition  to 
the  pay  ordered  by  the  restdveof  Congress  of  the  29(h  of  September  last : 

.  That  the  com^roller  settle  the  accounts  of  the  officers  froin  CharUsMt 
for  the  expenses  incurred  by  tiiem  on  their  removal  to  Pbltadelphiiu 

FRIDAY,  JSTovember  16,  1781.  * 
Mr.  Wolcott,  a  delegate  foi  CoDBecticttt»  attended,  and  took  hia  mt. 
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,  On  a  report  ot  the  board  oi  war,  to  whom  wa»  referred  a  motioa  of  Mr« 
Yarnum,  .  '  ' 

JlmiMd^  tliftt  ill  future  no  warrant  isane  in  fav^r  of  officers  or  soldiers 
in  ftctnal  service,  for  pay  cm"  ssbMstencey  but  bj  the  . commander  in  cliie&  snr 
the  oommaadtngofllcer  of  a  separate  armj. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 
**  That  ^neral  Wafthington  be  directed  to  extend  his  attention  to  the 
farther  relief  of  the  southern  states,  and  that  he  ei^her  lead  thither  Such  part 
of  the  main  army,  as  he  may  think  expedient,  or  if  he  should  judge  his  pre- 
sence tliere  unnecessary,  tFiat  he  detach  such  additional  reinforcements  to 
.  ueueiai  Greene,  with  cannon,  artillery,  and  stores  requisite,  as  may  enable 
*  him  to  act  offensively,  and  with  such  vigjour  as  to  afford  a  prospect  of  con- 
quest in  that  (quarter,  or  at  least  of  expeUing  tlie  enemy  from  tlience  durmg 
im»  ensuing  winter*  whiiat  northern  operations  are  impracticable*'' 
«  On  tho  qncitioii  loi  sms  to  tlus»  tiie  jreas  and  naja  being  reqnired  br  Mr« 
MickUolOttf  ' 

JVl*JSiiMMmipi^  Ifr*  UvenQse^ 
^^tmHhitirtM,  Ifr.Lovell, 

'  Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Msde-JMand,  Mr.  Mowty, 

Vamun^ 
Cbmweiicui;    Mr.  Liw. 

Wolcott, 
JfiUf'Jene^,     Ur»  Clark, 
tJfmntf/kmm^  U»,  Montgobaf,  bo 

no 
no 


^ff»  Hantoi^ 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Madison, 

Bandolpli, 
Mr.Middteton, 

Bee, 

Motte, 


Atlee, 

■  Smith, 

Sr  it  passed  in  the  negative, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Patridge, 
«*  That  it  he  resolved,  tliat  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of  May  last,  establish- 
ing a  general  rule  of  promotion,  precludes  the  United  States  in  Congress- 
aasembled,  from  promoting  any  omcer,  on  account  of  extraordinary  mentor 
eminent  services,  contrary  to  tne  mle  of  succession  therein  mentioned." 

And  on  the  question  to  agi  ce  to  this,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  repaired  by 
Mr.  Vamom, 


Murykmdf 


\lx.  Hamon, 

nol 

no 

CarroU, 

no) 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 

nol 

Madison, 

no> 

nh; 

Randolph, 

no  J 

i 

HfTrlfiddkCoiW 

no  J 

Bee, 

no 

Motte, 
Mr.  Telfair, 
M.  W.  Jonflib 

no  J 

no  > 

divr 

^^Ma&uukire,  Mr.  liveimor^ 

OH^-oad, 

jRhode-Lkmd,    Mr.  Mo\viy 

•Vamum, 
dmneOieui,     Mr.  Law, 

Wolcot^ 

Neti'-JtTsry,       Mr.  Clark, 

I^aimtfiuatua,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlee, 
Smith, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  ^ 
The  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamam)  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  Mr.  Lovell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Slst  of  October  last, 
from  general  Washington,  with  letters  from  brigadier-general  du  Portail, 
yr^s  taken  into  consideration,  and  on  the  first  firoposition,  *'  that  in  conside* 
ration  of  the  eminent  services  of  brigadier-general  Knox,  commanding  officer 
of  the  artillery  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  of  his  meritorious 
conduct  in  tlie  siege  of  York,  in  the  ^tate  of  Virginia;  he  be  promoted  to 
tlie  rank  of  major-general 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  thereon, 
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J|fat|il^Mrt»»  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patrdg-e, 
Osgood, 


Mr.  Law, 
Wolcott, 
'l*am$3ftva}ua,  Mr,  Montgometyj 

Atlee, 
Smith, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Uanaoiir.r. 

rarTol% 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madison,  * 

BiuiMpli* 
Ifr.  Mid<fletXMb 

Bee, 

Mott^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  cjuestion  to  agree  to  the  main  qne^on*  the  yeas  end  nsyftliif 
required  bjr  Mr.  Lwell, 


ay  Vay 
ay  > 


no 


ay  5 


ay 
av 

* 

a} 
no 


>'?av 

yS  ' 


av 


S,' Carolina, 


Mr.  Hanson, 

Can  oil, 
J.  Jonea, 


ay  3 
a^ 


ay 


Mr.l^IiddletiHi»^ 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Telfair» 

Mk  MTa  Jenei^ 


DOi 

noj  iw 
no) 


so 


as 


K-Hampahdre,  Mr.  Livcmior^ 
JMawodMWtttt^  Mr.  LovcU, 

Fatiidge, 
Osgood, 

Rhod^Mmdt  llr.Mfywi]r» 

Vamiu%. 
Comteciicui^    Mr.  l^w, 

,  AVolcott, 
P(0Miyftiaii»a^  Mr*Montgj|f^iery, 

Smidi, 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

On  n  fnrther  consideration  of  the  report : 

Mesolvi'd,  That  brigadier-general  Hu  Portail,  commanding  officer  of  the 
corps  of  engineers,  in  consideration  ot  his*  meritorious  services,  and  parties- 
laHjof  his  distinguished  conduct  \u  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, be,  aiiil  he  is  hereby  pioiiioted  to  the  lankof  niajor-e^neral. 

Nesulved,  Tliat  lieutenant-colonel  Guuvion,  ul  the  corps  oi  eogine^rs,  re* 
ceive  the  brevet  of  colonel. 

Resolvedf  That  captain  B4>chefontaine,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  receive 
Vie  brevet  of  major. 

Meiolved,  That  maj(ir-<;eneral  da  Portail  and  cdonel  Gottrion  hxTcrten 
ef  absence  from  the  United  States  for  the  space  of  sii  montha* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  bjMr.  Bee^ 

.  Jitf^olvedy  That  the  board  of  war  arran|g;e  the  officers  of  the  t9N)iath*CmliBt 
and  (leorgia  lines,  agreeablv  to  the  establishflient  of  the  army,  adopted  oil 
the  Sd  da^  of  October,  1780,  and  in  such  manner  aa  the  lines  dif  other  atatci 
have  been  arranged. 

MONDAY,  Mvember  19, 1781. 

Mr.  Cilery  and  Mr,  Cornell,  two  delegates  for  Rhode-Island,  &c«  attend* 

ed  and  took  their  seats. 

■  On  motion  of  iVlr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mesolved,  That  Richard  Peters,  esq.  be  authorized  and  requested  to  con- 
tinue to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  war  departtnent,  until  the  aecretaiy  it 
war  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his  office. 

TUESDAY,  Mvmher  «0, 17B1. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  an  application  of  lieutenant  Jenkins: 
JEeso/vec^, That  the  two  independent  companies  raised  by  captains  DurtTee 
and  Ransom,  be  considered  as  part  .of  the  quota  of  troops  i>f  the  state  nif 
Connecticut,  in  whose  regiments  they  are  incorporated  ;  providcMl  the  nkl 
ftate  settle  with  them  for  the  depreciation  on  their  pay ;  and  thai  H  be  re- 
commended to  the  said  state  of  Connecticut^  to  settle  the  depreciation  of 
their  pay  upon  the  same  principles  adopted  by  them  for  the  ei|feen  tndisl- 
diera  of  their  line. 
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*  On  a  report  of  a  e»mmiit/ee,  conusting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Randolph, 
and  Mr.  CarroH,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  letter  of  the  .17tli  of  Norember 
last,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance : 

'  Anelvnl,  That  the  powers  vested  by  the  reaohtdomof  the  8th  of  V«bni« 
ary,  1780,  in  the  beanlof  admiralty  and  navy-board  respectively,  in  case  of 
Iheioasof  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war  in  the  servicii  of  the  United  States,  be 

ve«it(Hlin  the  secretary  of  marine  ;  or  Tinti!  he  bo  appointed  and  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  in  the  .i^ient  ot"  marine  :  except  that  neither  tfje 
secretary  nor  ageut  of  marine  Ah&ii  be  i^uUiori^ed  to  ait  in  any  court  q[ 
enquiry. 

Mesolvedy  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  or  asent  of  marine,  to 
traniimit  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  proceedings  of 
<ourt8*nMurttal  preTtouB  to  the  execntion  ofanjoipital  aentence  which  maj 
be  awarded.  * 

.  Retalved,  That  the  powen  and  dntiea  hereby  assigned  to  the  aecretarj  or 
a^ent  of  marine,  be  assigned  to  -the  auperinteodent  of  finance,  to  be  ezer« 
ciaed  by  hia  until  audi  secretary  or  agent  of  marine  ahall  be  appointed* 

WEDNESDAY,  Jfbvember  21,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgom«kry,  Mr.  Osgood, 
and  Mr.  lUndolph,to  report  on  the  arrangement  of  the  pi  esident^shousenuldi 

Resolved^  That  the  attendanta  of  the  prondent'a  booae»  conaiat  of  one  , 
steward,  and  auch  othera  as  may  be  found  necessary  ;  and  that  tbej  be  ap« 
pointed  and  removed  at  pleaanre,  by  the  preeidentof  Congreass 

Tliat  all  anma  of  money  necessary,  for  the  expenaeaof  the  hooie*'be  dmwn 
by  the  president,  and  paid  to  the  ateward  : 

That  the  steward  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, and  of  furniture,  and  utensils  broken,  lost  or  purchased,  and  deliver 
to  the  secretary  of  the  president  on  the  Ujt  day  of  every  month,  a  fair  copy 
thereof. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  to  wliom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th, 
from  inajor  geiiural  du  Poitail,  rei^uestiug  the  brevet  of  captain  for  Mr.de 
Caataing,  his  aid : 

Meso&^t  I1iat  the  reaneat  respecting  the  promotion  of  Uenteaant  de 
Caataing,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  f<  that  it 
lie  recommended  to  theleif^slatttrea  of  the  several  statea  to  eanae  to  be  tak^ 
and  transmitted  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible,  the  number  of  thewhitA 
inhabitants  thereof,  pursuant  to  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation 

Ui)  the  question  to  agree  to  tbis,  the  yeas  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr. 
Randolph, 


jS'-IIampshirt^  Mr.  Li\' rmore, 


ay  Vay 

ay  3 

no  ^ 

•y?diy. 

no  5 

ay  )>♦ 


Vntgjiniat         Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 
Randolph, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middletoi^ 
Bce^ 
Motte, 
Evelagh, 
Mr.  Telfiur, 
N.  W.  Jonei^ 


N-CarolinOt 


JIuHnaditjUicUtSf  Mr.  Luvcll, 

Patridg^ 
Oiig^od, 

H/uuIo-J^m^  Mr.  Cornell, 

Ellery, 
Conrieoietdf    Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott 
New-Jerseift      Mr.  Clark, 
J*entutfhania,  Mr.  MuaL^umeiy, 

6mit% 

Minffbndt     ■  Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 

So  the  qnestioii  was  lost. 

THURSDAY,  Mvembtr  tS,  1781 . 

The  delegates  for  the  atate  .of  Pennsylvania,  bmng  re-appointed  by  the 
general  assembly,  Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  Mr*  T.  Smith  and  Mr.  Atlee,  t  hree 
of  the  said  delc^tesy  attended*  and  pittduced  their  oredentials. 
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.  Coagre^ii  proc^tded  Id  the  fartbar  OMWideratioii  of  th»  rmort  of  tKe  com* 
*  mittee^  on  tlk  letter  of  the  2rtb  of  October^  from  geBoral  Wathi^gtoa ;  and 
Ihcreupon, 

■  jBiiiiiiTif.  That  Congress  approve  of  the  early  and  unremitted  attoniioa 
general  Washington,  to  the  liberation  of  the  southern  states  from  the 

power  uf  the  enemy,  and  of  his  commnnication  of  the  aoOQtaa  of  tiM  aUied 

jarms,  to  the  foreign  ministers  of  tlie  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Smith, 

JitsoLvedf  That  the  establifthment  of  the  post-office  as  agreed  to,  on  the 

19th  of  October  last,  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  that 

the  resolution  directing  its  commeQcenient  on  the  1st  day  of  Decembernext» 

be,  and  hetiebj  is  repeaM* 
.  On  m  report  of  a  coininittee,  cenaiatuig  of  Mr.  Jenifer,^  Mr*  Sbarpe  ami 

Hr.  Glymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  major  Nicdag 

i^asoinA  1^  inuor  Nicola's  accounts  beikettlea  up  to  ^e  25th  day  of 

AiigBel»  \7SU  tt  which  time  he  be  conaidefed  aa  retiring  from  aervice* 

FRIDAV,  X(fvemher  ^S,  1781. 

Wr.  Floyd,  a  dcUi^ate  for  tlic  ?.tate  of  I^ew-Yori^y  attended,  and  prociuceil 

the  credentials  of  his  appointment. 

On  reading  a  memorial  and  representation  of  the  legislature  of  tiie  state 
of  New -Jersey: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of 
finance ;  and  that  he  report,  as  soon  aa  may  be,  as  well  on  the  aaid  memorial 
aa  oii«  fefawmce  to  him  mmla  on  the  aama  eabject*  of  a  plan  for  liquidat- 
ing certificatea  given  by  qu&rter-maatera»  oommiaeariea  ana  others* 

On  a  report  of  the  boaid  of  war: 

Resolved,  That  the  aaperintendent  of  finanee»  and  board  of  war  be,  and 

hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  take  immmediate  order  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  support  of  tlie  prisoners  of  war  iu  the  possession  of  the  United 
States,  so  as  to  ensure  their  safety  as  much  as  may  be,  and  to  render  their 
aupport  lesg  burtbensome  to  the  finances  of  the^e  states. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  IMr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Madison  and 
Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom  wa&  referred  a  letter  of  the  ^^d,  from  major -general 
.the  marquia  de  la  Fa^tte  t 

BimAviA^  That  major  general  the  marqaia  de  la  Fayette  have  permiaiien 
to  go  to  France ;  and  that  he  return  at  auch  time  aa  ahiul  be  moat  eonvemteiit 

.  to  h  i  in  : 

That  he  be  informed,  that  on  a  review  of  his  conduct  throughout  the  paal 
campaign,  and  particularly  during  the  period  in  which  he  had  the  chief  com- 
mand in  Vir<>i!)ia,  the  inany  new  proofs  which  present  themselves  of  his 
7.ealou8  attachment  to  the  cause  lie  lias  espoused,  and  of  his  judgment,  vigi- 
lance, i^iillantry  and  address  in  its  defence,  have  greatly  added  to  the  high 

■  OJjinion  entertained  by  C'origress  of  his  merits  and  military  talents: 

That  he  make  known  to  theotficers  and  troops  whom  he  commanded  dur- 
ing that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enterprising  services  with  which  they 
ieconited  nis  zeal  and  eflfort8»  and  which  enabled  him  to  defeat  the  attempts 

an  enemy  far  att|ierior  in  nttmbera»  have  been  beheld  by  Coi^steaa^  with 
particular  aatiafaction  and  approbation : 

That  the  secretary  of  foreign  afl&irs  acquaint  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  that  it  lathe  desire  of  Congress  that  they  confer  with 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  avail  themselves  of  hts  information  relatiTe 
»ta  the  situation  of  public  affairs  in  the  United  States : 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  afi'airs,  further  acquaint  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  Versdil  les,  that  he  will  conform  to  the  intention  of 
Congress  by  consulting  with  and  employing  the  assistance  of  the  marquis 
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de  la  Fajette,  in  accelerating  the  supplies  which  majr  be  afforded  bj  his  mdst 
Ghristiali  inajeaty  for  the  use  ef  the  United  States : 

That  the  auperiatendent  of  finance,  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiaira,  an4 
the  beard  of  war,  make  mh  oommiifticatiiMia  to  the  aaitiuis  de  la  'Fayette, 
tauchin^  the  aflatrs  of  their  respective  departments,  as  will  best  enable  him 

fulfil  thepurpose  of  the  two  resolutions  immediately  preceding:  « 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  discharging  the  engagc- 
Tnent  entered  into  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  w  ith  tlie  merchants  oi  Bal- 
timore, referred  to  in  the  act  of  the  •34th  of  May  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  superititLiident  ot  finance  furnish  the  marquid  de  la 
Fayette  with  a  proper  conveyance  to  France  : 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  aifiiirs  report  a  letter  to  Iias  moat  Christiail 
fnajesty,  to  be  sentbj  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Randolph,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr* 
IWlthers^n,  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation. to  the  states  to  enact 
laws  for  punishing  infraetione  of  the  laws  of  nations : 

Jlesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  statea 
to  provide  expeditious,  exemplary  and  adequate  punishment  : 

First.  For  the  violation  of  ^fe  conducts  or  passports,  expressly  granted 
under  the  authority  of  Congress  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  in  time 
of  war: 

Secondly.  For  the  commisMon  of  acts  of  hostility  against  such  as  are  in 
amity,  league  or  truce  with  the  Uiiited  States,  or  who  are  within  the  same* 
under  a  general  implied  safe  conduct: 

Thirdly.  For  the  infractions  of  the  immonHlei  of  ambassadors  and  other 
public  mtnnters,  anlliorized  and  received  as  such  by  the  United  States  hi 
Congress  assembled,  bj  animadverting  on  violettce  offered  to  their  persons, 
houses,  carriages  and  property,  mider  the  limitations  allowed  by  the  usages 
of  natiom ;  and  on  disturbance  given  tb  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  $ 
'  byanhttlliDg  all  writs  and  processes,  at  any  time  sued  forth  against  an  am* 
bassador,  or  other  public  minister,  or  at2;ainst  their  goods  and  chattels,  or 
against  their  domestic  servants,  whereby  his  person  iiuiy  bu  arrested  :  And, 

Fourthly.  For  infractions  of  treaties  and  conventions  to  which  the  United 
•  States  are  a  party. 

The  preceding  being  only  those  offences  against  the  law  of  nations  whic^ 
are  most  obv  ious,  and  public  faith  and  safety  requiring  that  punishment  should 
be  coextensive  with  such  crimes  t 

Bi9olvedt  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  erect  a 
tribunal  in  each  state,  or  to  vest  one  already  existing  with  power  to  decida 
on  offences  against  the  law  of  nation net  contained  in  the  foregoing  enii- 
-  meration,  under  convenient  restrictions. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  authorize  suits  to  be  insti- 
tuted for  damages  by  the  party  injured,  and  for  compensation  to  the  United 
States  fur  damage  sustained  by  them  from  an  injury  dune  to  a  foreign  power 
by  a  citizen. 

MONDAY,  Abvmfter  26,  1781. 

A  letter,  ef  this  day,  from  major-gen«  B.  Lincoln  was  read,  accepting  tiie 
office  of  secretary  at  war. 

TUESDAY,  JSToisember  27, 1781.- 

■   On  reading  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs : 

Eesolved,  That  t!ie  snperintendent  of  finance  be,  nnd  hereby  is  authorized 
and  directed  to  take  under  his  care  and  manageiniMit  all  loans  or  other  mo- 
ueys  obtained  in  Europe  or  elsewhere  lor  the  use  ot  the  United  States,  lub- 
Ject  to  the  appropriation  of  Congress. 
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Congress  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  gen.  Washington  in  this  citv  : 
Ordered,  That  he  have  an  audience  in  Congress  to-morrow  at  ooe  o'clock* 

WBDNB8DAY,  ^^Wm»er  28,  1781. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  a  delegate  for  Pennsjlvania,  and  Mr.  liouston,  a  delegate 
for  New-Jersey,  attended.  ' 

On  a  report  of  tiM  board  of  war,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  memorial  of  capt 
de  Fre J : 

Resolved,  That  the 'resignation  of  captain  de  Prey  be  'aecepted,  Ccmgress 
having  nu  means  of  employing  him  in  the  army  of  the  Unif^d  SCateB»  consist^ 

ent  with  the  arrangement  thereof,  thou«rh  n  meritorious  officer : 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  pay  capt.  de  Frey, 

in  casli  or  in  hills  of  exchanue,  <uch  sum  as  will  enable  him  to  return  to 
France,  in  part  of  tlie  t>alaace  whicli  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  on  settle* 
ment  of  his  accounts. 

On  a  report  ol  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr,  Randolph^ 
and  Mr.  "Boiuiitiot,  to. whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  October^the  13th,  froi^ 
capt.  John  Barry : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  financ)^  take  measures  for  obtatnii^a 
copy  of  the  proceedinss  of  the  court-martial  at  Bostoni  in  the  case  of  three 

men  belonging  to  the  frigate  Alliance. 

According  to  order;  a^en.  Washington  .^ttctuled,  and  being* introduced  b^f 
two  members,  the  president  addressed  him  as  follows : 

Sim:  Congress,  ataH  times  happy  in  seeingyour  excellency,  feel  particu* 
lar  pleasure  in  your  presence  at  this  time,  after  the  glorioaa  aiecess  of  the 
allied  arma  in  Yirxinia.   It  is  their  fixed  purpose  to  draw  every  advantaga 

from  it  by  exhorting  the  states  in  the  strongest  terms  tathe  most  vigoroos 
and  timely  exertions.  A  committee  has  accordingly  been  appointed  to  state 
the  requisitions  nece?»sary  to  he  'iKuie  for  the  establishment  ot  tlie  army»  and 
they  are  iiibtructetl  to  cooler  with  you  upon  that  subject.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
expectation  of  Conj^ress  that  your  excellency  would  remain  for  sometime  in 
Philadelphia,  thai  thej  loaj  avail  iheiiiseives  ol  vour  aid  in  this  important  bu- 
siness, and  that  you  niaj^  enjoy  a  respite  from  Uie  fatigues  of  war,  as  far  as  it 
coBslitent  with  the  service. 

To  which  his  excellency  made  the  ful lowing  reply : 

Mk.  President  :  I  feel  very  sensibly  the  favorable  declaration  of  Con- 
gress expressed  by  your  excellency.  This  fresh  prt>of  of  their  approbation 
cannot  fail  of  makings  deep  impression  upon  me,  and  my  study  shall  be  to 
deMnre  a  continuance  of  it.  It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  1  hear  that  it  ia  the 
fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  exhort  the  states  to  the  moat  vigorous  and  time* 
)y  exertions.  A  compliance  on  their  parts  will,  I  iiersiiade  myialf,  be  frth 
dioctive  of  the  most  happy  consequences; 

I  shall  yield  a  ready  obedience  to  the  expectation  of  Congress,  and  give 
VWHty  assistance  in  my  power  to  their  committee.  I  am  obliged  by  the  good- 
ness of  Cfiir^ress  in  making  my  personal  ease  and  cf)nvenience  a  part  of  their 
concern.  Jihould  the  service  require  my  attefidance  with  the  armvupon  the 
North  river,  or  elsewhere,  I  shall  repair  to  whatever  place  my  duty  calls, 
with  the  same  pleasure  that  I  remain  in  this  city. 

On  motion  of  the  deleu;ates  of  South-Carolina: 

Keaolved,  That  the  secretary  at  war  take  order  for  furnishing  a  wagon, 
with  four  horses  and  a  driver,  for  the  purpose  of  transport itip:  to  the  southern 
army,  a  pi  inting  press  and  necessary  apparatus,  procured  by  tiie  &Ute  of 
South-Carolina. 

THURSDAY,  .iVormfter  29,  1781. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  his  most  c  hristian  miyesty,  being  reported,  and 
aandry  amend ;ueu is  being  made,  was  passed. 

n  w 

A 
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FRIDAY.  wVoremfcpr  30,  1781. 

« 

The  ordinance  respectina:  captures  was  takeri  into  consideration,  and  it 
being  moved  by  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  to  insert, 

••Provided  nevertheless,  that  all  i^twds,  wares  and  merchandises,  of  the 
growth,  prodace  er  matnifactore  of  Great-Britain,  or  of  anj  country  or  ter- 
ritory (Jependine  thereon,  and  found'  within  ten  leagues  or  the,  coast  4f  the 
United  States,  Aall  be  liable  to  capture  and  condemnatioB^  nnleaa  the  sane 
■hall  have  been  previously  captured* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Patridge,  to  amend 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  found,"  "  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  belong* 
ing  to  the  subjects  ef  any  prince^  state  or  potentate  not  in  alliance  with  thes« 
states." 

'  On  tlie  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 

quired  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


J^^'Hamj^hiT€t  Mr.  Livermore, 
Mr.  Patridge, 
Osgood, 


CQtmecticuif 


Mr.  Cornell, 
Elkry, 
hlr-  Law, 

Wolcott^ 
5Tr  Floyd, 
jMr.  Clark, 
Houston, 
Feimtjfliiania,  Mr.Atlee^ 

^  WynkoofH 


no 
ay 
ay 


no  ^  ♦ 

no>* 

^  no 


N.-CaroHtta, 


ay 
no 
no 
no 


Georgia^ 


JMr.  Hanson, 
CarroU, 

Hi.  Jonea^ 
Madison, 
Hiirulolph, 

Ifr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 

lir.Te]fiur, 


W.  Jonea^  no 


8o  the  anendnent  was  lost. 
On  the  qu  lotion  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  jeas  and  says  being 
required  by  Mr.  £ilerj. 


no  >  ♦ 
no^ 


no 
no 


no 


no ) 
ay  > 


div. 


no 


no 
no 

no  y* 


Hanson, 

Cam)U, 
Ml*.  Jones, 


K-CaroUna, 
S,-Carolina^ 


Randolph, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middletou, 

Motte, 
Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 
N.  W.  Jones, 


2f.'Hampsliire.^  Mr.  f/ivermore, 
Mustarhitetit,  Mr.  Putridg^e 

Osgood, 

Jthode^lihmd,  Mr.  EUeiy, 

ConieUy 
Cotmecdcut,     Mr.  Law, 
*•    -  '  Wolcott, 

JTew^Twi,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mmo-^ney^     Mr.  Clark, 

Hoiistoiij 

Fmrnyhfoma,  Mr.  Atlce, 

•  So  the  question  was  lost. 

MONDAY,  December  3,  1781. 

Mr.  Clymer,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended^  and  took  his  seat. 
•   Mr.  Condict,  a  delegate  tor  the  state  ef  New-Jerseys  attended*  wid  toek 

Ili»  seat. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Floyd*  Mr. -Clark  and  Mr* 

Law, 

Resolmdf  That  Joseph  Fry  be  appointed  door-keeper  to  Congress,  and  re- 
eeive  the  sanie  pay  an  allowed  to  the  late  door-keeper,  his  pay  to  commence 
from  the  I  rth  of  October  last.  .     •  - 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr,  Hee,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mo  J. 
Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  £9th  of  November«  from  the  tn- 
perintendent  of  finance:, 

^  Hesah'ed,  That  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  be» 
and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed,  to  apply  and  dispose  of  all  monies 
which  have  been  or  may  be  obtained  in  Europe  by  subsidy,  loan  or  other- 
wise, according  to  the  several  resolutions  and  acts  of  Congress  now  existisft 
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Or  winch  may  hereafter  be  floade  iur  Uie  approprution  of  monies  beiongiog  to 
the  United  Statea.  •   .    • » 

On  a  report  from  the  war-office  :  ^ 
.  MuohMdp  Tbat  the  aeerttarj  at  war  take  order  ibr  auppi jring  the  stute  of 
Korth-Caroliiia»  with  the  arms  and  ether  -articles  ceotained  in  a  report  hm 
the  war-office  of  this  date,  and  charge  the  8ame  to  the  said  aiate;  pre^kM 
the  order  fron  the  board  of  war  of  the  5th  of  NeiveDiber  last  be  neteas^MI. 

TUESDAY,  December  4,  1781. 

Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  I).  Carroll,  havino^  been  re-elected  dele;^ates  to  re- 
present the  state  of  Maryland,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appoiotaieBtf 
tiigpfher  \\]ih  Mr.  S.  Cliase  and  Mr.  Tuibutt  Wright. 

i  tie  ordinance  respecting!:  captures,  being  taken  mto  coQAideratioo;  and  qu 
a  question  to  iiisert  the  loilowin'^  clause  : 

"  Piovided  nevertlieles8,  that  from  and  after  the  1st  daj  of  March,  in  the 
jear  ITSS,  all  eoods,  wares  and  merchandises,  of  the  growth,  produce  or 
manafacture  of Great-Britaiut  or  of  anj  territory  dependnig  thereon,  if  foood 
within  three  lea«;iie8  of  the  coasts,  and  destined  to  anjr  {Mirt  or  piece  ef  the 
United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizelis  of  the  isid 
'  states,  or  the  sofajects  of  any  neutral  power,  shall  be  liable  to  capture  asd 
condemnation,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  pi  eviously  captured- from  the 
enemy  and  condemned,  or  in  consequence  of  capture,  may  be  proceedingto 
some  port  or  place  not  in  the  power  of  the  said  enemjr,  for  ttial  and  coo* 
dem  nation."  *  •  * 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Patriflge, 

K.-Hnmp^ktre,  Mr.  livcnnore,      no  ^  ♦  Firgjmia^ 
Alansachugetts,  Mr.  Patrid^e, 

Osgood,   ^ 

ttt^Mmi,  Mr.  Ellciy,  ay^_  lUUnBna, 

Cornell,  ' 
ConnecticuL     >ir.  Law, 

^  Wolcotti 
JVVitf-Forfc,       Mr.  Floyd, 

^ei»-JeiKfy.       IMr.  Houston,         ay  ^  *  Ge^/Jgio, 
J^etmsjfkmua,  Mr.  Ciynier, 

Wynkoop, 
jiuTj^andf       Mr*  Hanson, 

Carrull, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  ordinance  being  read  a  third  time,  was  passed  as  follows : 

An  cfdinance^  laoertttning  what  esptatet  oa  water  shall  be  kwfid» 
lapoinMioeof  tiie  powCTi  dutogrted  hf  die  — nfciwrtba  ia  matt  of  cigitttre  on  wttttt 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Cengresaiisembled^  that  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  February  nest,  all  reseletiOM  and  erdtnano^  of  Coa- 
gress  relating  to  captures  or  re-captures  on  water,  and  coming  within  the 
purview  of  tni«;  ordinance,  except  as  is  herein  after  excepted,  shall  be  nidi 
and  voiil :  but  questions  of  tins  nature  arising  bctare,  or  which  shall  be  unde- 
termined at  that  iliiy,  shdll  be  determined  at  any  time  during;  the  war  w 
Great- Britain,  according  to  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  ordiaance  hati 
never  been  made. 

It  shall  be  lawful  to  capture  and  to  obtain  condemnation  of  the  property 
herein  after cnnmerated,  it  found  below  b^  water  mark;  that  istaaay. 

All  ships  and  other  Teasels  of  whatsoever  size  or  deneminatioa  belonginff 
to  an  enemy  of  the  United  6tatei»  with  their  rigging,  taekle>  a|^[Munel  aaa 
fornitore. 

All  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  b^ni^to  an  enemy)  end  fenndaa 
^rd  &a  ship  or  other  Tesiel  of  teeb  enenyr* 


no  >♦ 


Mr.  Jones, 
M"dison, 
Handolph, 

Me.  l^riddleton, 
Matthews^ 
Bee^ 
Mbtttt, 
Evekigh, ' 

Mr.  Telfair, 
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All  contraband  eoi>dfl»  wares  and  merchandises  to  whatever  nation  belong- 
in<>«  although  found  in  a  neutral  bottom,  if  destined  for  the  use  of  an  enemy; 
but  the  goods,  wares  and  mprchnidi^e?  belonging  to  nn  enemy,  contraband 
g^oo<ls,  and  goods  destined  to  n  bl-irkadetl,  invested  (u  besieged  port,  being 
always  excepted,  found  in  a  \  e.s>el  belonging  to  a  toreigu  uation, other  thai\ 

enemy,  shall  in  no  case  lie  subject  to  condemnation. 

Provided  nevertlieless,  that  from  and  after  tlie  first  day  of  March,  in  the 
jear  1782,  all  soods,  wares  and  merchandises  of  the  growth,  produce  or 
VttDufftctnre  of  Groat^BriiaiOy  or  of  anjr  territory  dejiending  thereon,  if 
found  within  three  leagues  of  the  coasts  and  destined  to  any  port  or  place  of 
the  United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  said 
ntntesi  or  the  snliiects  of  any  neutral  power,  shall  be  liable  to  cantare  and 
condemnation,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  firevioaslj  capturea  from  the 
eoeiiiy  and  condemned,  or  in  consequence  of  capture  may  oe  proceeding  to 
some 'port  or  place  not  in  the  power  of  the  said  enemji  for  tn^l  and  con- 

demtiatiiin. 

Ali  ships  or  other  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  beloii^^ingto  any 
power  or  the  subjects  of  any  power  against  whidi  letters  of  mar(^ue  or  re* 
prisai  shall  have  iH»ued. 

All  ships  or  otlier  vessels,  with  their  rising,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture, 
and  with  their  cargoes  to  whatsoever  nation  belonging,  destined  to  any  port 
or  place  invested,  besieged  or  blockaded,  by  n  snmcient  force  belonging  to, 
in  the  service  of,  or  co-operating  with,  the  United  States,  so  elTectoallras  that 
one  cannot  attempt  to  enter  into  such  port  or  place  without  evident  dadger. 

All  ships  or  other  vessels,  with  their  rigging,  tackle,  apparel  and  fiamiture« 
and  with  their  cargoes,  found  in  the  possession  of  pirates. 

The  frornl^,  wares  and  merchandises  to  be  adjudged  contraband,  are  the 
following,  that  is  to  say.  '  ' 

Cannons,  mortars,fii  e  arms,  pistols,  bombs, granadoes,  bullets, bails,  fusees, 
flints,  matches,  powder,  salt  petre,  sulphui,  carcases,  pikes,  swords,  belts,, 
pouches,  Cdi  toucii-boxes,  saddles  and  bridles,  in  a [ly  cjuantity  beyond  wh\t 
may  be  necessary  for  the  ship's  provision,  and  may  properly  appertain  to^ 
and  be  adjudged  necessary  for,  every  man  of  the  ship^s  crew  or  for  each 
passenger* 

If  it  shall  manifestly  appear,  that  of  any  entire  thing  of  which  division 
cannot  be  made  without  injury  to  its  value,  a  subject  of  the  enemy,  and  a 
citizen  or  a  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  not  being  an  enemy,  are  joint  holderSi 

the  whole  shall  be  condemned  and  sold  for  gold  or  silver,  the  proper  pro- 
portion of  ilie  net  proceeds  of  which  «!iall  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the 
state  in  which  the  sale  nhall  be,  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  such  citizen,  or 
the  subject  to  such  foreign  power.  '  ^ 

If  such  division  can  be  accomplished,  but  neither  the  citizen  nor  the  sub- 
ject of  a  faieiga  power,  lior  his  agent,  shall  rcquirtf  specilic  restitution  of 
his  proprty,  there  shall  be  a  sale  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  property  were 
indivisible*  But  if  in  soch  case  a  requisition  be  made  to  this  effect,  the  di^e ' 
proportiofi  ahall  be  specifically  restored. 

Where  property  shall  have  been  originally  captured  on  land  from  a  state,  . 
or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  tie  re-captured  below  high-wa* 
termark  by  another  citizen  thereof,  restitution  shall  be  made  to  the  former 
owner  upon  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  salvage,  not  exceeding  I -4th  part 
of  the  value  ;  no  regard  being  had  to  the  time  of  possession  by  the  enemy. 

In  all  cases  of  re-capture  by  an  armed  vessel,  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  ' 
the  United  Slates,  of  a  vessel  or  other  effect?^  belonging  to  a  citizen,  the 
court  shall  adjudge  the  propui  (ion  \s\\\ch  would  be  due  to  the  United  States 
to  be  remitted  to  such  citizen,  uo  i  e^ai  d  being  had  to  the  time  oi  possessioa 
by  ilie  enemy. 
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On  the  re-capture  by  a  citizen  ot  any  negro,  niulattu,  Indian,  or  othpr  per- 
son, from  whom  labourer  service  is  lawfully  claimed  by  a  state  or  a  citizen 
of  a  state,  specific  resstilution  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  claimant,  whether  the 
original  capture  shall  have  "been  made  on  land  or  water,  and  without 
repaid  to  the  time  ol  possession  by  the  eiieiny,  a  reasonable  salvage  being 
paid  by  the  cUimant  to  the  re  captor,  not  exceeding  l-4th  of  the  .iM  m 
such  labour  or  8enrtce»  to  be  estimated  accordingjto  the  laws  of  tiie  ttite 
vnder  which  the  claim  shall  be  made. 

But  if  the  service  of  Qiich  negro*  tnttlatto^  Indian,  or  other,  peraon,  captured 
helow  high-water  mark,  shall  not  be  legally  claimed  within  a  year  and  atltf 
from  the  sentence  of  the  coart^  he  shall  be  set  at  liberty. 

In  all  other  cases  of  re-capture,  restitution  shall  be  made  to  the  owner 
upon  payment  of  1-Sd  part  of  the  true  value  for  salvage,  if  the  property  shall 
have  been  re-taken  in  less  than  24  hourj^  after  the  capture,  nut  if  it  shall 
not  have  been  re-taken  until  the  expiration  of  24  hourii  after  the  capturci 
restitution  shall  not  be  made  of  any  part. 

Besides  those  who  are  duly  authorized  to  make  captin  es  by  special  com- 
mission, captures  of  tbe'property  of  an  enemy  shall  be  adjudged  law  iui  wlieu 
made : 

1st.  By  a  private  vessel  not  having  such  commission,  satisfactory  proof 
being  produced  that  they  wei  e  made  in  pursuing  the  course  of  her  voyage, 
4nd  repelling  a  previous  attack  from  an  enemy. 

Sd.  By  any  body  or  detadiment  of  regular  soldiers. 

Sd.  By  inliabitantsof  the  country,  if  made  within  cannon -shot  of  the^uire. 
*  4th«  Bj  an  armed  vessel  sailing  under  a  commission  of  his  most  Christiu 
majesty. 

5th.  By  the  crews  of  British  vessels.,  while  captures  of  this'  sort  are  li- 
censed by  the  British.  > 

Re -captures  shall  be  made  by  no  other  persons  than  those  authorized  t<» 
make  capture"^,  except  the  crews  of  vessels  re-taken. 

The  destruction  of  papers^  or  the  po?;sesstori  of  doiil)ic  papers  by  anr 
captured  vessel,  shall  be  considered  as  evidence  for  coiidemnation.  unless 
.  good  cause  be  shewn  to  the  contrary. 

From  and  al  ter  the  tirst  day  of  February,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1782,  any  letters  of  passport  or  safe  conduct,  granted  before  the  ?rth 
of  March  last,  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  any  person  w  haUuever. 
.for  removal  of  uropert^^  from  a  place  beyond  sea  wituin  the  dominions  or 
possessions  of  tne  British  king,  snail  be  void. 

Upon  the  capture  of  a  vessel  commissioned  as  a  man  of  war  or  privateer, 
by  any  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  whole  of  the 
property  condemned  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  captors,  to  W  divided  Id  the 
Ibllqwing  manner,  (saving  to  all  persons  who  shall  lose  a  limb  in  anyea- 
^agementtOr  shall  be  otherwise  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  $tate<. 
every  benefit  accruing  to  them  under  the  resolutions  of  Qongreaa  of  the£8ti) 
day  of  November,  1775,)  that  is  to  say, 

^o  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  navy  of  the  United  "States,  shall  be  al- 
lotted l-20th  part  C)t  all  prizes  taken  by  an  armed  vessel  or  vessels  under 
his  orders  and  comnKiod  :  when  tlieie  shall  be  no  such  comniaiider  in  chief, 
the  l-£Oth  part  allotted  to  Uim  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Uaited 
btates. 

To  the  captain  of  any  single  armed  vessel,  2-201h  parts,  but  if  more  shipf 
or  vessels  be  in  company  when  a  prize  is  taken,  then  iiie  2-£Uth  parts  shall 
be  divided  equally  among  all  the  captains. 

To  the  captains  of  marines*  lieutenants  and  masters,  S^SOth  parts  of  all 
prizes  taken  when  they  are  in  company,  to  be  divided  equally  among  the«» 

To  the  lieutenants  of  marines,  surgeons,  chaplains,  pursers,  bmitswains,  gup 
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jfierSf  carpenters,  masters  mstles,  and  the  secretary  of  the  fleet,  £-SOth  partiy 
jind  half  of  l-20th  part»  to  be  divided  eqttall^  among  them. 

l^he  folio  winjj;  pett}' warrant  officers,  viz.  midshlpnten,  (allowed  foreach  ship 
-six,  foreach  brig  four,  and  for  each  sloop  two,)  captnin?;'  clerks,  surtjecm?'  mates, 
stewards,  sail-makers,  coopers, annniit  rrs, (allowing  lor  each  vessel  (ine  of  eHch 
only,)  boatswains'  mates,  gunners'  mates,  carpenters'  mates,  (allowing  for 
each  vessel  two  of  each.J  cooks,  cockswains,  (allowing  for  each  vessel  one  of 
jeach,)  Serjeants  of  marines,  (allowing  two  for  each  ship  and  one  for  ^ach 
brig  apd  aloop,)  3-20th  parts,  tQ  be  divided  ec|ualljr  among  ihem :  and  when  a 
^Hze  is  taken  by  any  yessel,  on  board  or  in  company  of  which  the  com- 
mander in  chief  is,  then  the  commander  in  chiePa  cook  or  cockswain  shall 
|}e  added  to  the  petty  warrant-officers,  and  share  equally  with  them. 

The  remaining  8-20th  parts,  and  half  of  Ihe  l-20th  part  shall  be  divided 
among  the  rest  of  the  vessel's  company  or  companiesi  as  it  may  happen^ 
share  and  share  alike. 

No  officer  nor  man  shall  have  any  share,  but  sucli  as  are  actually  on  board 
their  several  vessels  when  any  prize  or  prizes  shall  be  taken,  excepting  only 
such  as  may  have  been  ordered  on  board  any  other  prizes,  before  taken  or 
sent  away  by  his  or  tlieir  commanding  officers. 

Upon  the  capture  ol  ajiy  other  vessel,  if  made  by  a  vessel  of  war,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  one  half  of  the  property  condemned  sh^H  be  decreed 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  the  captors,  to  be  divided  as 
aforesaid ;  if  b}^  a  private  vessel  not  having  a  commisston,  the  whole  shall  bt 
decreed  to  the  captors :  if  by  any  body  or  detachment  of  regular  or  other 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  Cmited  States,  the-  whole  shall  be  a^udged  to  the 
captors,  to  be  divided  in  proportion  to  the  pay  in  the  Hne  of  the  army :  if  by 
innabttants  of  the  country,  beinp;  in  arms,  the  whole  shall  be  adjudged  to  the 
captors,  to  be  divided  equally  amojiL!;  them:  provided,  that  if  any  such  inha- 
bitant shall  be  wounded  in  making  the  capture,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
shares,  and  if  killed,  his  legal  representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  four  shares; 
if  by  tiie  crews  of  British  vessels,  the  whole  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  cap- 
tors, to  be  divided  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

On  re-capture  by  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States,  of  a 
vessel  under  the  protection  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  enemy,  commiseion- 
ed  as  a  man  of  war  or  privateer^  or  where  the  vessel  re^taken  ia  equipped  in 
a  war-like  manner,  the  prc^rtion  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  original  owner, 
ishall  be  divided  as  in  the  case  of  a  captureol  an  enemy's  vessel  commissioned 
as  a  man  of  war  or  privateer. 

On  re-capture  by  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States,  of  a 
vessel  under  the  protection  of  an  hostile  vessel  not  commissioned  as  a  man 
of  w^ar  or  privateer :  and  where  the  vessel  re-taken  is  not  equipped  in  a  war- 
like nianuer,  the  projmrtion  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  original  owner  sliall  be 
diviiied,  as  in  the  case  of  an  hostile  vessel  not  commissioned  as  a  man  of  war 
or  privateer. 

The  rules  of  decision  in  the  several  coarts  shall  be  the  resolutions  and  or- 
.diDancei  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  pubUc  trei^ties  when 
declared  to  be  so  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and  the  law  ^  nations,  aocording  to 
the  general  usages  of  Europe.  Public  treaties  shall  have  the  prereminsnce 
in  all  trials. 

This  ordinance  shall  commence  in  force  on  the  1st  day  of  Februaiy,  vhicih 

wilhbe  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1782. 

•  Done  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  &c«  6(c, 

WEDNESDAY,  December  5,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  November  last,  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
New-Vurk,  was  read,  together  witli  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and 
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anenibly  of  the  said  state,  declarative  «if  their  sense  on  the  acts  of  Concress 
of  the  7th  and  aoth  of  AQ|:BSt  last,  respecting  the  people  residlagoft  the  New» 
Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  mde  of  Connectirut  river: 

Oroeretf,  That  the  concurrent  reselutiioos  iie  tiled  in  the  sacretaij't»  office 
imoDg  the  archives  of  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  December  6,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Floyd,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Mifldleton,  to  add  as 
a  farther  descriptiun  of  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  assera* 
bJ  V  of  the  state  of  New-York,  which  were  read  jestcrdaj,  the  follawiog 
words,  to  wit: 

And  protesting  against  any  attempt  made  by  Con«;res8  to  carry  into  ex* 
tcntioD  their  said  acts  of  the  7th  and  isOth  of  Avcust  raat." 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  MiddJeton^ 

Hf^Bamp^irt^  Mr.  Livennor^ 
MastmuattU,  Mr.  Patridg«^ 

Osgt)od, 
Bhode-JsUind,  Bti*.  Elkry, 

Cmmeeihut^    Mr.  Law, 

WoJcott^ 
^eW'Torkf      Mr.  Floyd, 
^ewJertey,     Mr.  Clark, 

ConcBct, 

PoMUiy/ramo^  Mr.  Ctyn^er, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  lost  * 

MONDAY.  December  10,  1781. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  at  war^  to  wboan  was  referred  a  petitittD  of 
captain  \f!nan  Provaux, 

Hesolved,  I  hat  captain  Adrian  Provaux,  of  the  2d  South  (>aroHna  reg:!- 
ment,  have  a  furlou{2:h  for  five  months,  for  the  purpt^se  of  settling  the  afikirs 
pf  hi8  deceased  father  at  Cape-Francois. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr«  Cafrollf  Mr.  Cornell)  Blri 
Atlee,  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Evekigh,  appmnted  to  reforft  the  miinber  of 
men  necessary  to  be  raised  for  tke  ensuing  year^  and  to  wh«m  siwdrj  «tbsr 
matters  were  referred  : 

Resolvedt  That  the  legislature  of  each  state  raise,  at  the  eipenae  tbered^ 
in  the  first  instance,  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States,  so  many  men  as 
may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  quota  as8i«;ned  to  such  state,  out  of  the 
number  of  land  forces  afreet!  upon  in  the  resolution  of  the  3d  and-£lst  days 
of  October,  1780,  cafculati  niz;  the  deficiency  upon  the  number  of  men  whose 
time  of  service  will  expire  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March,  1782. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  lejjislature  of  each  state  be  calUtl  upon,  in  the  most 
pressing  manner,  to  rause  the  quota  thereof  of  land  forces,  to  be  completed 
and  in  the  field  by  the  first  day  of  Mdreh  next,  and  to  provide  for  replacing 
ihose  men  vhoae  tiroeof  service  shall  expire  between  tlie  firat  day  of  Marcha 
1762,  and  the  last  day  of  Novemjiertn  the  said  year« 

MesolveA,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislaturjc  of  ^ach  state,  io  fill 
up  the  qiiota  hereof  of  land  forces  by  inlistments  for  three  years,  or  duriog 
the  war. 

Besolvedj  That  such  states  as  now  have  any  non-commissioneil  ofTicers  or  , 
privates  in  any  of  the  rpjj;inient«^  of  cavalry,  legionary  corps,  artillery,  or  Ha- 
xen's  regiment,  be  credited  in  their  quotas  for  such  men,  according  to  the 
numbers,  from  time  to  time  ;  for  which  purpose  the  commander  in  chid  is 
hereby  directed  to  specify  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  to  the 
States  to  which  they  formerly  belonged,  in  the  returna.  which  he  shall  Make 
to  the  atates,  and  in  his  annual  rdnni  to  Con||;res8k 


no 

;-n?div. 

no  J 


Maryland,       Hi,  HailBOl^ 

Carrol],  • 

Vtr^imm^        Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 
Kandolph, 

^'••C!wofin^     Mr.  Middleton, 

Matthewi^  . 
Bee, 

Ev^eljjh, 
fl^nm^         Ifr.  TeMkir, 

^.W.JOOCSi 
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Mmolved,  That  the  commifider  ia  chief  cause  returns  to  be  inakle  as  spe»* 
diljr  as  poasible*  lo.thc  lagblature  of  each  sti^te,  as  well  of  the  number  of  men 
whose  times  of  seniee  expire  before  the  first  day  of  March,  1782,  as  of 
those  V  hose  tine  of  aerrke  will  expire  on  or  before  the  last  daj  of  Norem* 
ber  in  the  year  aforesaid . 

TUESDAY,  December  11,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte, 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legistatures  of  the  several  states,  to  cause 
to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  number 
of  the  white  inhabitants  thereof^  pursuant  to  the  9th  article  of  the  coal^ 
deration.  ' 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll, 


ja.'Hamnshire,  Mr.  Livermore, 
JH[a»samMeiis,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patndgey 
CMiKctfcm^    Mr.  Law, 

Wo!cott, 
JV>w»r«i«*,       Mr.  Flovd, 

Condict, 

JPemuyhnma,  Mr.  Clymer, 

Wynkoop, 

Marylmi»      Mr.  Huiaom 

OwcdU, 


ay 

no  \ 
ay  y* 

^1" 


y.-Caroliiia, 
ii.-CaroUtM, 


Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Madison, 
Bstndolpti, 

Mr.  I  taw  kins, 
Mr.  Middleton, 
Matthewii, 


Mottc, 
Evelcig^h* 
Mr.  TclfaU-, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe. 


FRIDAY,  i?e<;mfc«?r  14,  1781. 
-  Ob  a  rq)ort  of  the  secretary  at  wan  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  appltca*' 

tions  of  particular  officers, 

Resolved,  That  in  future  no  particular  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  any  nffi- 
cersiti  actual  service  in  tlie  line  of  any  state,  for  pay  or  sub^^istence,  but  that 
at  ail  times  they  draw  their  pay  and  sabsisteuce  with  the  regiment  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  from  the  pay-master  of  such  regiment. 

6u  another  report  from  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let- 
ter from  John  8prague,  in  Mialf  of  brigpdier-gen.  James  Reed* 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  to  make 
vp  the  depreciatien  of  brigadier-feneral  Iteed^s  pay,  from  the  time  of  his  ap- 

eointmeot  to  the  Ist  daj  of  August,  1779,  and  to  nay  him  the  real  valoe  of 
is  wages  as  establi*ihed  by  Congress,  at  the  rate  of  125  dollars  per  month., 
from  the  1st  day  of  August,  1779,  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1780;  and  thai 
they  paT  him  for  his  retained  rations,  amounting  to  9,372,  at  the  rate  of  one* 
ninth  of  a  dollar  per  ration. 

On  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  tlie  commander  in  chief 
on  the  arrangement  ol  the  army,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board 
of  war  on  a  memorial  of  major  Gal  van,* 

Rgiolvedt  That  notwithstanding  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
merit  of  major  Gafvan,  the  good  of  the  service  will  not  permit  liis  being  pro- 
moted at  this  tinie* 

■ 

.  SATURDAY,  l>ece7n&?r  15,  178U  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clark, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday  against  issuing  particular 
warrants,  and  respecting  the  mode  of  drawing  for  pay  and  subsistence,  be 
extended  to  ofiiccrs  of  the  separate  corps,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the  lines  of 
the  several  states.  * 

Oil  a  report  oi  Uic  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  were  referred  motions  made 
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by  the  delegates  of  South -Carolina  and  Georgia*  for  arms  aDf  ^*i**Tntt|i!it 
ior  the  use  of  their  re^^tive  sUte8»  '  ^ 

Resolved^  That  the  sprrptary  at  war  take  order  for  furnishing  the  dele- 
gates of  South-Ciiroltiia  wiib  liuO  stand  of  arms,  1200  c^rtoucl>- boxes,  oae 
ton  of  musket  powder,  tsvo  tons  of  lead,  5000  flints,  with  a  sufficient  quanti- 
ty of  paper  and  thread  to  make  tlie  powder  into  cartridgeSi  the  said  auppljrto 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said  state  ; 

That  the  secretary  at  war  take  order  for  furnishing  the  delegates  of  tlie 
atate  of  Georgia,  with  SOO  stand  ol*  arms  and  accoatremenUy'  $00  cartouch- 
boxes,  500  potiBda  of  powder,  1000  pounds  of  lead,  1500  fiints*  with  a  stiffit 
cient  (|ttaotitr  of  thread  and  paper  to  make  up  tlie  powder  into  cartridges^ 
the  said  siippiy  to  be  on  the  account  and  charged  to  the  state  of  Georgia. 

On  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Elier^,  and 
Mr.  Middleton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  John  Larreguy,  in  be- 
half of  John  Joseph  liacol'/.queta  and  John  Barberis,  subjects  of  his  Catholic 
majesty, concerning  22  barrels  of  cochineal,  said  toliave  belonged  to  the  said 
Laco'r/,(jue(a  and  Barberis,  and  stated  by  h\m  to  have  been  taken  by  a  vessel 
beariiiK  the  commission  of  the  United  States,  and  condemned  in  the  first  in- 
stance by  the  maritime  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  afterwards  bj  the  court 
of  appeals :  *  » 

Metokftdt  lliat  tlie  said  John  Larreguy  be  informed  that  the  court  of  smieals 
is  the  established  judleatore  in  the  United  Statesi.  in  the  last  resor^  on 
qnestiotts  falativo  to.prize  ^  that  the  judges  of  that  court  are  left  fre^  in  mm 
judgment ;  that  as  no  proof  or  even  insinnation  is  sumsted^  that  they  af- 
limied  the  sentence  of  the  maritime  court  of  Massa^osetts  a^nst  their 
conscience,  Congress  cannot  interfere  in  the  complaint  contained  in  the  said 
petitittn  ;  but  that  application  for  relief  against  the  sentence  of  affirmation« 
if  any,  ought  to  be  made  to  the  court  of  appeals. 

On  a  report  ot  a  <.  oniniittee,  consistins;  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Lovell,  and 
Mr.  HavvkHi.*^,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  lOth  from  inLijor  Giles, 

Resolved,  Tluit  major  Edward  Giles,  while  in  actuiii  fiervice,  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  pay  aiul  subsistence  of  a  major. 

MONDAY,  Decemher  17,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr.  Eller^p^  and 
Mr.  O-irood,  to  whom  was  n  lei  red  a  letter  irom  JtUchard  FeterS|  esq.' late  a 
comiiussnnier  of  the  board  of  war,  ' 

Fesolvedt  That  Mr.  Peters'  letter  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  that  he 
be  informed  that  Congress  are  sensible  of  his  merit,  and  convinced  of  bis 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  his  country^  and  retarn  him 'their  thauko  for  hb 
long  and  faithful  service  in  the  war  department 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

War.Ojfiee,  Ihvembet  39, 1761. 

Sir,  General  Lincoln  having  taken  upon  him  the  business  entrusted  to 
tny  care,  and  the  powers  with  which  I  was  honored  ceasing,  I  have  delivered 
to  him  the  books  and  papers  of  the  department,  and  beg  to  take  my  most 
respectf  il  le  ivo  of  Congress  as  a  public  ofiiccr.  After  my  having  exercised 
under  tlu  ii  unioediate  observation,  for  more  than  five  years  past,  an  arduous 
employnu'iit,  which,  in  its  conimeiicement,  I  had  to  organize  and  arrange,  in 
its  pro<>;re8S  always  to  sliare,  and  for  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  time, 
solely  to  support  Its  difficulties,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  make  any  professions 
of  unalterable  attachment  to  the  cause  of  my  country.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
that  the  situation  of  public  affairs  has^  in  a  connderable  aeme^  abated  the 
embarrassments  attending  the  department,  and  that  the  genUeman  who  suc- 
ceeds to  it  will  have  to  travel  in  a  path,  though  not  without  its  impedimentl* 
yet  less  thorny  than  that  trodden  by  his  predecessors.  Far  from  being  greedy 
after  fame,  I  shall  deem  myself  fortunatCf  if»  through  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
war,  and  in  the  various  scenes  of  business  I  have  beoa  ei^fsg^  I  hare  cou: 
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dacted  m^teif  irreproedMblj.  1  am  happy  thattbe  time  I  leave  the  pabUo 
busi&esSi  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  periods  of  the  war,  and  that  it  caa 
be  so  agreeabi J  eontrasted  with  that  in  which  I  was  called  to  it.  I  shall  re- 
turn on  this  account,  with  great  cheerfMlness,  because  I  can  do  it  with  hon- 
or, to  the  duties  of  a  private  citizen,  and  hope  ere  lonf^  to  enjoy  in  peace  that 
independence,  u  liich  in  prospect  has  animated  me  through  many  a  toilsome 
day,  and  will  amply  reward  me  for  the  ib^a  of  private  ease  and  Fortune,  and 
all  the  perplexities  and  distresses  1  have  continually  assisted  to  encounter 
iu  tlie  dej^ai  tuieul  in  which  1  had  the  honor  to  serve. 
<  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  verj  obedient  servttntj 

niCHABD  PETERS. 

His  excellency  the  Prudent  of  CongveM. 

A  letter  to  the  stales  was  reported  and  i^eed  to»  urging  them  to  complj 
with  the'^reqaisitious  for  men  and  money. 

TUESDAY,  December  IS,  1781. 

On  report  of  the  cofiimittc  c  appointed  to  report  the  number  of  men,  &c. 

Eesolvedf  Tliat  it  be  reccimmended  to  the  lej^islature  of  each  state  to  ap- 
|)ointone  or  mure  places  at  which  the  recruits  thereof  shall  rendezvous,  to 
supply  such  recruits  with  proTisions  from  the  time  of  their  tuning  mustered 
until  thej  shall  join  the  army ;  and  to  gWe  notice  of  the  place  or  places  m 
appointed  to  the  commander  m  chief,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  tiie  sonth- 
depmment,  who,  upon  receiving  such  notice,  will  send  to  each  place  of 
rendeXT^s  a  judicious,  faithful  efllcer,  whose  duty  it  shaU  be  to  muster  the 
recruits  and  forward  thetn  to  the  places  of  their  destinatieik ;  to  keep  a  shte- 
roll  of  all  the  men  he  shall  muster,  and  give  a  copy  thereof  to  the  officer 
commfindintj;  the  recruits  sent  forward  as  aforesaid  ;  to  transmit  weekly  a 
copy  of  the  roll  to  the  executive  of  the  state  for  which  the  recruits  are  mus- 
tered ;and,  upon  mustering  a  lei mit,  to  certily  to  the  person  produciii<;  him, 
the  class,  town  and  county  for  which  he  was  etl^a^ed  to  serve,  wluch  certifi- 
cate shall  be  full  evidence  that  an  able-bodied  man  has  been  mustered  and 
received*  ' 
^     *  WEDNESDAY,  December  19,  1781. 

Or/ motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Osgood, 

BesoLved,  That  in  case  the  superintendent  of  finance  shall  find  it  conve- 
nie^l  and  proper  to  provide  bj  contract  for  supplying  the  recruits  at  and 
from  tbte  places  of  rendezvous  until' they  join  the  armj.  the  states  may  be 
relieved  from  that  duty.  •  - 
'  On  t)ie  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  report  the  namber  of  men.  &c, 
-  Me$olvedf  That  the  commander  in  chief  do,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
may  require,  make  known  to  the  secretary  at  war,  the  number  of  general 
officers  which  he  shnll  judge  necessary  to  bt»  in  the  field  in  the  main  and  se- 
parate armies,  and  in  different  parts  gf  the  United  States  ;  and  that,  on  the 
receipt  thereof,  the  secretary  at  war^hall  issue  his  orders  to  such  general 
officers  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  remuiti  in  or  take  the  field  for  tfie  purpose 
iof  completing  the  said  number :  and  that  iio  report  to  Congress  the  names 
ot  ihe^otiicers  remaining  in  or  called  into  tlie  iield.  « 

Mmiv9i,  That  every  general  effieer  iHio  shall  not  be  iu  the  field  agreeably 
io  the  foregoing  resolution,  shaH  be  considered  as  beins  on  the  halt-pay  es- 
tabli»hment»  but  liable  to  he  called  into  the  field;  and  that  everr.  general 
Officer  who  shall  have  been  on  the  half-pay  establishment  according  to  the 
preceding  lesoliition,  and  shall  be  recalled  rata  the  field,  shall  receive  during 
his  continnance  in  actual  command^  every  allowance  and  emolument  incl- 
/dent  to  his  rank. 

A  motion  was  made  i)y  Mr.  ElUjry,  seconded  by  Mr,  Middleton^to  add 
the  following  proviso,  to  wit :  ...... 
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Provided  nererthelese,  that  no  geneiftl  officer  thall  remain  m  or -take 
the  field  without  the  approbation  of  Coogreas*'' 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  thia  pnmao«  the  jeaa  attd  iiajra  han§r  t^ 

quired  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


JV!  TTampshirp,  Mr.  LivermoM^ 
Mauachmett;  Mr.  Lovell, 

.   '  Patrid^ 


CmneeiiaUf 

JK'tnif'Yorhf 


Mr.  Elkry, 

t'omell, 
Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Floydt 
Mr.  Clark, 

Coiidict, 
Ifr.  Montgoneiyy 


noCno 


>  no 


no 
no 
no 
no^ 
no  >no 
no  J 


Maryiand, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Hanson 

Carroll^ 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 

Randolpl^ 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Mbtta, 

F.veleigh, 

Mr.  Telfair, 


ay  f 
no  Vno 
no  f 
no  J 


no  ^ 
W.  Jones,    no  ^ 


80  it  paaaed  in  the  negatl? e. 

THURSDAY,  Ifoctfm^  $0,1781. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chiet  be  directed  to  obtain  the  fullest 
information  he  caoy  reapecting  the  powera  and  conductiof  a  aet  of  laeQ  who 
atile  theoaaelvea,  **  the  beard  of  directora  of  the  aaaociated  loyaliata  m  New- 
Toricy"  and  report  thereon  to  Coagreaa.  '  . 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Cornell  and 
Mr.  J.  ionea,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  Novembeir*  f^rM 
the  gpYemor  of  the  state  of  New- York, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  at  war  furnish  to  the  order  of  Mr,  Floyd# 
one  of  the  di'lt'j;ates  for  the  state  of  New-York,  two  tona  of  gua-pow«ko 
and  charge  the  tiame  to  the  &aid  state. 

FRIDAY,  Ikemher  «1 , 1 781 . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  secwnded  by  Mi  .  Motte, 

Resolved,  That  at  eleven  o'clock  everj  morning  to  which  Congreas  id  ad- 
journed, the  aecretary  shall  call  the  atatea,  and  in  caae  a  auffieieot  nuoiber 
to  proceed  upon  buaineaa  ahould  not  be  preaent,  the  preaU&ent  aball  then  ad** 
jonm  Congress  for  that  day  without  a  queation»  and  the  aecretarjr  ahall  'ttDte 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  states  unrepreaeotid* 

Ord«^cd«  That  Mr.  Matthewa  have  leave  of  abaence.  ■  . 

MONDAY,  Vecemher  24,  1781. 

Mr.  Elnipr,  a  delegate  for  New-Jersey, attended. 
On  a  report  from  uie  secretary  at  war, 

RtiHoU'vd,  That  in  future  no  recruit  shall  be  inlisted  to  serve  as  a  drum- 
mer or  iiler.  When  such  are  wanted,  they  .sl)all  be  taken  from  thesoldierf 
of  the  corps, in  such  numbers  and  of  such  descnptioo  as  the  couitnander  io 
chief  or  the  commanding-officer  of  a  sepande  army  ahall  direct,  and  be  re- 
turned back  and  othera  drawn  out  aa  onen  aa  the  good  of  the  aervica  aMI 
make  neceaaary.  '  -  •  » 

Thaiall  dranunera  and  fifera,  after  being  aupfdied  each  widi  a  good  dram 
and  fife,  ahall  keep  the  same  in  repair  by  atoppa^e^  from  hia  pay»  in  each 
manner  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  corpa  ahall  order. 

A  letter,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  was  read,  wherein  he  reqoeata 
that  Con<;rcsa  wiU  be  pleaaed  to  appoint  two  auditora  aa  aoon  aa  may  ha 
€(mvenient. 

An  ordinance  respecting  the  hospital-department  was  read  the  fir^t  time: 
Ordered^  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  lor  Uie  second  readkug  oi 
tills  ordinance. 
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On  a  report  of  a  conunittee*  consUting  of  Mr.  Lovelly  Mr.  Shermah,  and 

3Vlr.  Clynier,  t<»  whom  was  referred  80  much  of  a  report  from  the  committM 
ui  commerce  as  relates  to  the  salary  of  Mr.  William  Bingham, 

Hesolved^Thiit  there  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  William  Bingham,  esq.  on 
the  treasury  books,,  the  sum  of  110,324  livresof  Martinique,  due  to  hiiii  as 
the  political  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  French  West-Indies,  to  bear 
An  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  14th  day  of  June  last. 

Wednosday  ano  Friday  were  employed  in  the  second  leading  of  the  or-* 
dinance  on  the  hospital  department,  which,  after delmte,  was  referred  ton 
iiew  committee. 

SATURDAY,  December  29,  1781.  • 

On  report  of  a  commiuee,  cuosi>.ting  of  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Clymer 
aiAl  Mr*  CUrljL,  to  Y^hom  was  referred  a  motion  for  supplying  the  several 
states  with  copies  of  ordinances  or  reports  prevlovsW  to  tmirbeiojg  debated^ 

Ordered,  That  whenever  a  day  is  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  any 
ordinance  or  report*  ipou  a  matter  of  importance  and  not  of  a  secret  nature, 
the  secretary,  exqfidom  cause  to  be  made  out  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  Con- 
gress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  copy  of  such  ordinance  or  report  for  each  state 
represented  in  Congress,  for  the  information  of  members  previously  to  their 
being  debated. 

*  An  ordinance  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  national  bank,  was 
read  a  first  time  : 

Ch'dered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  a  second  reading. 

MONDAY,  J3(pceiii»er  SI,  1781. 

,  Tlie  ordinance  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  bank,  of  Norfh* 
America,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  at 
two  o'clock.  ^      .  ' 

On  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  hk 

chief,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  respecting  a  num- 
ber of  ofTicprs  not  belonging  to  the  line  of  any  particular  state  or  separate 

^irns  of  {lie  army, 

Jifsolved^Th'dt  all  oliicers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  below  the  rank  of  bri- 
gatlior-j]renera!,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  line  or  any  particular  state  or 
ieuaiate  corps  of  the  army,  and  are  entitled  by  acts  of  Congress  to  pay  and 
aulMisteftce,  shall  have  the  same  with  the  depreciation  of  tueir  pay,  made 
good  to  the  first  day  of  Janvarf,  1782. 

JUeohed,  That  ihe  secretary  at  war  be,Md  be  is  hereby  directed  to  make  ' 
returns  to  Congress  on  or  fcfefore  the  20th  day  of  Januarj^,  1782»  of  tba 
pames  and  rank  of  all  the  officers  necessary  to  be  retained  in  service,  that 
are  included  in  the  preceding  resolution. 

Jie>!'f!i'cd,  That  all  ofTicers  inclniled  in  the  foroj^oinj^  description,  and 
whose  names  shnf!  not  be  inserted  in  tlie  returns  dirt  cted  to  be  made  by  the 
precedinjj;  resolution,  shall  be  considered  as  retiring  from  service  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1782:  provided  always,  that  nothing  contained  in  these  re- 
solutions, shall  be  construed  so  as  to  prevent  or  hinder  any  officer  that  shall 
retire  as  aforesaid,  from  enjoying  all  the  emoluments  that  he  may,  upon  re- 
tiring, be  entitled  to  by  any  former  acts  of  Congress. 

Aeas/i^  .Tliat  it  l»e  reoommemded  to  the^several  ^rtateatesnoctively,  to 
settle  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  tliat  are  inhabitants  oC 
their  respective  slateSf  and  shall  retire  from  service  under  the 'preceding  ror 
sohilieiiSy  in  th^  same  mamieraa  they  settled  with  th«  officers  of  the  line  of 
their  state,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States  :  and  that  the  depre- 
ciation of  all  officers  of  (lie  line  of  the  army,  not  being  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  uar  beloiigiug  to  tlic  line  oi  any  state,  be  settled  upon  the 
V0L.IU.   ,  89  - 
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aaaie  scale  by  which  the  settlement  was  made  with  the  officers  and  privates 
«!'  cMiioatI  rtazen't  regiment* 
The  ordinuice  betngread  a  third  tine,  wtfttgrecd  to  at  feUova : 
An  ordinanoetoineorporMte  tile  subtctibeti  to  the  bank  of  Hiorti-Asnerica. 

"Wherpas  Coneresa  on  the  d6th  dajr  of  Mwr  lost  did,  fhiAi  a  coimcttOfQ  of 
die  support  whien  the  finances  of  the  IJniteif  States  woold  receive  from  the 
establishment  of  a  oationa!  bank,  approve  a  plan  for  fluobon  lOstftotion  oub- 
asitted  to  their  consideration  by  Rfibert  -Morrie,  eoq.  and  now  lodged  antfong 

the  archives  of  Conc^ress,  and  diil  engag;e  to  promote  the  same  bj  the  juoil 
effectual  means;  and  whereas,  the  subscription  thereto  is  now  filled  from  an 
expectation  of  a  charter  of  incorporation  fnvm  ronorps«,  the  directors  and 
president  are  chf>sen,  and  application  bath  been  made  to  Con^re>s  by  tlie 
said  president  and  directors  for  an  act  of  incorporation  :  and  whereas,  the 
exii^eiicies  of  tlie  United  States  render  it  indispeDsablj  oecessarj  tliat  such 
an  act  be  immediately  passed  : 

Be  U  ihereture  oidained,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained,  bv  the  United  States 
IB  Congress  assembled,  that  those  who  are,  and  those  wfco  shall  become  oob* 
servers  to  the  saM  bank  be,  and  forseer  aRer  shalKbe*  a  eorporatloo  ani 
body  politic  to  all  inteata  and  purposes,  by  Uie  aaaie  aiid  atilo  .of  the  pn- 
Ment,  directors  mi  company  of  the  bank  of  Mvik  dmeiiea, 
'  And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  aaid  oorporatioa  are  boitby  deelaro4 
and  made  able  and  capable  in  bw,to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess^  enjoj* 
and  retain  lafids,  rents,  tenements,  hereditaments,  j»o<>ds,  cnattela  and  ef- 
fects, (>r  what  kind,  nature  or  quality  soever,  to  the  nmount  of  10,000,000 
of  Spanish  silver  milled  dollars  and  uo  more  ;  and  also  to  sell,  f^rant,  de- 
mise, alien,  or  dispose  of  the  same  iands,  rents,  teoemeDts,  hereditatueutS| 

goods,  cliatteU  ami  effects. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  corporation  be,  and  shall  be  for- 
erer  hereafter,  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  aail  be  im* 
^eaded,  answer  antl  be  aaawered  antOt  defead)  aid  bo  demded^  in  coarts 
of  record  Or  any  other  place  whaitsoever  9  and  to  do  and  eiooale  all  and 
blngular  other  matters  and  things  that  to  them  dnll  or  laagr  appertaia  to  dgl. 
"  And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  for  the  well  governing  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  the  ordering  of  their  affairs,  they  shall  have  sucli  officers  as  tbej 
ihall  hereafter  direct  or  appoint :  Pnivided  nevertheless,  that  twelve  direc- 
tor<,  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  president  of  the  corpuration^  be  of  tho  num* 
ber  of  their  officers. 

And  be  it  further  ordaine<1,  that  Thomas  WiUinjj  be  the  present  presidv^nt, 
and  that  tiie  siii;!  Thomas  ^^  iliinfi-,  and  '1  hoiiias  Fitzsiiomons.  John  Maxwell 
Nesbit,  James  VVilhon,  Henry  liill,  Sajouel  Osgood,  CiidwallaJer  Morris, 
Andrew  Caldwell,  Samuel  Inglis,  Samuel  Meredith,  WilKam  Bingham, 
Tiiaoth  J  Matlack»  be  the  present  directors  of  the  said,  corporation  s  and 
bfaall  ao  oontimie  until  another  president  and  other  directors  shall  be  cliosen 
•ccon^ing  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  president  and.  directors  of  the  said 
corporation,  shall  be  capable  of  excrciMng  sacb  power  for  the  well  governing 
anci  orderinsc  of  tlie  af^liirs  of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  holding  such  oc- 
Ciisional  me<^tings  toi  that  purpose,  as  shall  be  described,  fixed  and  tjkater* 
mined  by  the  laws,  regulations  and  ordinances  of  the  said  cor|)(u  ation. 

An«l  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  corjioraiion  niay  make,  ordain, 
establish,  and  put  in  execution  such  laws,  ordinances  and  rpo;ulations  as  shall 
seem  nei  essary  and  convenient  to  the  government  ot  the  aaid  ciirporatioiu 
'  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  before  contained,  shall  be  fonatraapl 
tn  autboriaBe  the  aaid  corporatloa*  to  eiereiae  any  powers  la  aaj  of  tke 
Vmted  AtateOrf  repugnant  to  the  lawa.orcoastilation  of  saeb  slate. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  the  said  corpni'ation  shall  hafoCbtl  power 
asd  aathoritjr,  to  naka,  have  and  tarn,  a  cooimoo  aeal|  with  aadk  deric^  aad 
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inscription  as  thej  shall  think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  re- 
new at  their  pleasure. 

Aod  be  it  further  orJained,  that  this  ordinance  shall  1MB  €Oiiitnied» 
taken  most  favourably  and  beneflcUllj  for  the  said  oirpoMition. 
Done  bjr  the  Uoiteil-States  in  concrm  aastmbled,  &c.  kc* 
Metokm,  That  it  be  reoommendei  to  the  legislature  of  each  state,  to  past 
Hitch  lawa  as  they  may  judge  necessary,  for  giving  the  foregoing  ordinaiic* 
ka  full  operatioDt  afl^reeabiy  In  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  ac- 
•ording  to  tba  raconmieiMlatiooa  contained  io  the  reaoLutiona  of  theSGth  day. 
of  May  laat. 

,    .  WEDNESDAY,  January  2,  1782.  ■  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 

solved,  TYi^t  the  po«^t  office  be  eontioiied  ob  the  old  eatablisbment  until 
the  first  day  of  February  next. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bandulph,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr. 
Mont<^()mery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Ittth  of  .November,  1781, 
from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs: 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  lay  before  Congress  aj| 
Mfinate  of  the  expenses  which  will  prebably  be  iocvrm  by  the  foteigft  nits» 
ifiilers  of  the  United  8tM)SS  fsopectiveiyt  and  their  soeretariea. 

Ordered^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  supplying  the 
Ibreign  ministers  of  the  United  {kates»  their  aecretaiies  and  the  pvUic  agentSi 
vidth  their  respective  salaries. 

On  report  of  a  cdmmittce,  consisting  of  Mr.  Rantlolph,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr. 
1/aw,  to  whom  was  referred  a  OMtioo  oif  Mr«  J.  Jone%  Congress  came  to  the 
Ibllowin^  reso!uti(»n: 

To  render  more  erfectual  the  provision  contained  in  the  ordinance,  ascer- 
taining what  captures  on  water  shall  be  lawful,  for  the  capture  and  condem* 
nation  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of  the  growth,  produce  or  luanufac- 
tnre  of  Great- Britain,  or  the  territories  depending  thereon,  in  certain  cases i 
'  MnoHmdt  That  it  be  earnestly  reconmeaded  to  the  l«|;islatnfe  of  eadi 
•tnte  to  paaa  sets  tn  be  in  foree  daring  the  «ontwt|ance  oTthe  present  war» 
ibr  the  selsttm  and  cnndenHiation  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of 
the  growth)  pmdnoe  or  manufacture  of  Great -Britain,  or  of 'any  territory 
depending  thereon;  whioh  shall  be  found  on  land  within  their  respective  ju- 
riMlictinns,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  imported  before  the  ufst  day  ef 
March,  ir4^:2»  or  shaU  have  been  osptnred  inm  the  eneaiy* 

THURSDAY,  January  3,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of. 
Dr.  Glentworth  and  others : 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  state  of  Penngyl- 
vania,  to  settle  the  balance  of  pay  and  depreciation  due  to  doctors  G.  Glent- 
worth, W»  Smith,  J.  Fallbn,  Ouffietd  and' S.  Hailing,  late  physiolana  «n4 
antgeons  in  the  general  hospital,  on  the  same  principles  they  settled  with  the 
other  physicians  and  sorgeims  ^  the  army,  or  eitizeiio  of  that  atate. 

An  ord  in  Li  n  ce  amending  the  ordinance  ascertaining  what  captufen  eir water 
aball  be  lawful,  was  read  a  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  neit  be  assigned  for  the  secotid  reading. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consistin"^  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cornell  and  Mr» 
Motte,  to  whom  was  referred  an  arrangement  of  the  medical  department: 

Hesolved,  That  for  the  more  re«:;ular  conducting  the  general  hospital,  the 
offices  of  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army,  »rid  (d  chief  hospital  phy- 
sician, be,  and  hereby  are  abolished  ;  and  that  the  chief  plijjsician  and  surgeon 
to  the  army,  eldest  in  appointment,  be  continued  in  service,  under  the  title 
of  physician,  Uritb'  the  pay  and  emoluments  h^tnlbre  allowed  to  a  eUMjf 
hospital  physician : 
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That  the  number  of  surgeons  to  all  the  military  hospitals  of  the  United 

States,  be  reduced  so  a«  not  to  exceed  fifteen  : 

That  the  flirector  have  flip  jjeneral  superintendence  and  direction  of  all  tiie 
military  hospitals,  and  of  j)rattua  boti»  in  camp  and  in  hospitals: 

That  in  the  absence  of  the  director,  his  duty  devolve  on  the  deputy  direc- 
tor or  physician,  and  in  their  absence  on  the  huspiiai  surgeons,  according 
to  seniority ; 

That  the  director,  or  in  his  absence  the  senior  medical  officer,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commandths;  general  of  a  stpomte 
armj,  bOf  and  hereby  is  aothorized  and  empMnwered,  as  often:  as  m»f  be 
judged  necessary,  to  call  a  medical  board,  which  shall  consist  of  the  three 
senior  medical  officers  then  present;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  snob  board 
to  appoint  all  hospital  mates,  to  examine  all  candidates  for  pcomolioD  la  the 
hospital  department,  and  recommend  to  the  secretary  at  war  such  as  they 
jufl^re  best  qualified  ;  and  irenerally  to  take  coj^nizance  of,  and  give  their 
Ojiinion  and  advice  on  every  matter  relative  to  tiie  department,  which  may 
be  submitted  to  them  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  comnmnding  general  of 
a  separate  army:  provided  always,  that  no  regulation,  plan  or  order  of  the 
board,  shall  be  valiil  and  take  eSect,  until  appi  oved  by  the  commander  in  chief, 
or  commanding  general  of  a  separate  army,  and  issued  in  &en<^ral  orders  s 

That  all  retnms  heretofore  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  director  or- deputy 
director,  to  the  medical  committee,  be  made  to  the  secretary  at  war : 

That  the  stewards  may*  in  the  first  instance,  when  the  purveyor  or  his  as- 
sistant is  at  a  distancey  be  appointed  by  the  director  or  senior  medical  officer, 
but  shall  be  removeable  at  pleasure,  and  others  substituted  in  their  stead,  by 
the  purveyor  or  his  assistant.  And  although  In  their  purchases  or  issuef^,  they 
are  to  obey  the  order  of  the  prescribing;  •-surgeons,  yet  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  they  are  to  be  accountable  to  the  purveyor,  who  shall 
in  like  manner  be  accountable  to  the  United  States.  Wherefore  the  said 
stewards  shall  keep  separate  accounts  of  all  they  receive,  and  of  what  they 
themselves  purchase;  and  shall  render  an  account  mouthly  of  all  tlieir  issues, 
with  their  stock  on  hand,  to  the  purveyor,  who  shall  render  the  said  ac- 
counts, together  with  a  particular  account  of  the  supplies  famished  by  him- 
self or  his  assistants  to  each  respective  hospital,  once  every  three  montbd  to 
the  superintendent  of  finance  s 

That  the  secretary  at  war  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed, 
on  or  before  the  first  dajr  of  February  next,  and  hereafter,  from  time  totlme^ 
as  the  service  may  require,  to  arrange  the  department  agreeably  to  fhe  fore- 
'goins;  resoUitions,  and  to  issue  his  orders  to  such  as  he  thirtK"^  proper  to  re- 
^  main,  pnyinu;  a  due  regard  ui  his  first  arranL^enient  to  such  of  the  cinef  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  as  may  tliuose  to  continue  in  service  in  the  rank  of 
surgeons,  and  in  his  subsequent  arrangements  to  such  of  the  senior  ofiicers 
as  may  choose  to  remain  in  service :  '  ' 

^  That  such  of  the  officers  as  shall  not  be  called  into  service  agreeably  to 
iSKt  foregoing  resolution,  be  considered  as  reduced  by  Congress,  and  be  eft« 
titled  to  the  emoluments  granted  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  17tb  of  Janit** 
ary,  irSl: 

That  when  by  reason  of  vacancies  or  otherwise,  any  olUcer  liereafter 
to  be  appointed  tn  the  hospital  department,  and  whose  appointment  is  re- 
served to  Congress,  due  regard  be  paid  to  the  officers  next  in  rank ;  and 

tl^at  the  appoiTitment  of  hospital  surgeons  be  from  amonu;  tlie  regimental 
surgeons  and  hospital  mates:  provided  that  no  re jji mental  surgeon  shaii  be 
80  app'unted,  who  shall  not  have  submitted  l\imselt  to  an  examination  by  the 
medical  board,  and  obtained  from  them  a  certificate  that  he  is  well  qualified 
for  the  office  of  rejirifnental  surgeon,  by  which  certificate  the  regimental  sur* 
geon  shaU  be  considered  as  gupenor  in  rank  to  an  hospital  mate,  but  not 
othtrwise. 
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Hesolved,  That  the  director,  deputy  director,  physician,  surgeons  and 
mates,  as  well  hospital  as  regimental,  receive  their  pay  out  of  the  military 
chest,  at  tlie  same  time  and  in  the  «:aiue  iinuiner  a*i  the  army  uith  which  they 
serve;  the  abstracts  to  be  signed  Dy  the  director,  deputy  director  or  pliyhi- 
cian,  or  in  tiieir  absence  by  the  senior  hospital  surgeon  ;  and  th^  warr^s 
to  issue  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  pay  of  the  aruiy. 

I 

MONDAY,  Amwry  7,  tm* 

•rdlitaDce  for  amending  the  ordinancei  juoertaining  wbat  captures 
on  tmfer  Mti  be  lawful;  wu  reatf  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a. 
^ihifd  time  to-nuMrrow« 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Randolph  and 
Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motioD  reiatiire  ts  the  valae  and  weight  of 
foreign  coins  r 

Resolved^  That  it  bean  instruction  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to 
prepare  aud  report  to  Cruigress  a  table  of  rates,  at  which  the  different  species 
of  forei<:;n  coins  most  likely  to  circulate  within  tiie  United  States,  Sibali  be 
received  at  the  treasury  thereof. 

TUB8DAT,  Jwimry  8,  irS2. 

The  ordinance  for  amending  the  ordinance,  ascertaining  what  captures  oa 
water  shall  be  lawftil,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  follows : 

^  Kii  prdinaoce  for  ameading  tlie  ordiuaace,  ascertaining  what  captures  on  water  shall  be 

j  ,  lawful. 

Whereas  there  hath  been  great  variance  in  the  decisions  uf  several  mari- 
time courts  within  the  United  l^tutes,  concerning  the  pretensions  of  vesseis 
claiming  a  share  of  pri^e^  as  beiujg  in  hi^bi  at  the  time  of  capture;  some 
having  adjudaed  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  being  in  sight  was  a  snfliclent 
foiUMlatioa  of  title,  while  others,  have  required  pro^  of  a  more  active  influx 
ence :  and  whereas  this  inconvenience  bath  arisen  from  the  want  of  an  unt« 
form  rule  of  determination  in  such  cases : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that 
no  share  of  any  prize  shall  be  adjudged  to  a  vessel  being  in  sight  at  the  time 
of  capture,  unless  the  said  vessel  shall  have  been  able  at  tlie  time  v/hcn  the 
captured  vessel  struck,  to  throw  a  shot  as  far  as  the  space  between  herself 
and  the  captured  ves.sel ;  and  that  every  vessel  coming  in  aid  of  the  captors, 
which  shall  have  been  able  at  the  time  waca  the  captured  vessel  struck,  to 
throw  a  sliot  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  have  l^en  duly  autliorized  to  make 
captureSf  shall  be  entitled  to  share  according  to  the  number. of  (ler  men  and 
the  weight  of  her  metal :  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
constmed  to  effeot  any  agreement  which  shall  liave  been  previously  made 
between  vessels  craizing  in  consort. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  whensoever  an 
armed  vessel  belonging  to,  and  commissioned  by  the  enemy,  shall  be  cap- 
tured by  any  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  duly  authoriz- 
ed to  make  captures,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  captured  vessel,  and 
her  rigging,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  captors; 
and  where  a  cnriro  shall  be  on  board  of  such  captured  vessel,  one  moiety  of 
the  net  proceeiU  ot  sucti  cargo  shall  |)e  adjudged  to  the  United  States,  and 
tlie  other  moiety  to  the  captors. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  upon  the  cap-, 
tvre  of  any  vessel  bekn^ing  to  the  enemy,  and  laden  with  masts  or  spars,  by 
an  arme4  vessel  belonging  to.ihe  United  Statoi>  ftnd  dniy  aothorlzed  to  make 
captures^  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  such  captured  vessel  and  her  cargo 
shiMl  (»e  adjudjged.tQ  tbe.c^ptors. 
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This  nr(]in;ince  shall  take  effect  auti  be  in  force,  from  and  after  thcitait 
day  ot  Februaiytjext. 

Done  bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  &c.  &c« 

WBDNESDAY»  Jbmtmy  9»  tm. 

An  ordinance  was  read  <lie  first  time  reapecting  tiic  aettlement  of  pufilic 
accounts,  niiidi  was  first  reported  by  the  superintendent  of  finance  on  a 
reference  of  a  memorial  of  the  legidature  of  New  Jersej,  November  2$^ 
1781,  and  which  being  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Clymer*  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr.  MatthewSi  was  amended 

and  reported  by  fJiem  : 

Ordered,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading. 

On  a  re|j(u  t  of  the  secretiiry  at  war,  on  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of 
New-Hampshire,  of  the  £9ch  of  November  last,  and  a  petition  of  captain 
Ebeiiezer  Greene: 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  state  of  New- 
Hampshire,  to  settle  with  and  pajp  captain  Ebenezer  Greene,  and  make  bim 
snch  allowances  for  his  services  and  sufferings,  as  shall  appear  to  them  to 
be  his  just  dne,  but  not  to  exceed  his  full  pay  as  a  captain,  for  so  long  'time 
as  they  may  judge  proner,  not  exceeding  tne  time  of  his  release^  and  charge 
'the  same  to  the  united  States. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr«  Randolph,  Mr.  ^herman  and 
Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  plan  of  a  convention  between  h\%  most 
Christian  majesty  and  tl»e  United  States,  for  regulating  the  powers  and 
duties  of  conHuls  and  vice  consuls,  was  af^recd  to  bv  nine  states. 

Ordered^  That  the  comuiittee  who  brou^iit  in  the  report,  communicate  the 
report  as  agreed  to,  to  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Air.  Osgood, 

That  in  consideration  of  the  eminent  services  of  brig.  gen.  Knox,  com- 
mandinj;  officer  of  the  artillerj  of  the  United  States;  and  particularly  of  his 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  stege  of  Toit,  in  the  state  of  Virginia»he  be  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major-general,  t|nd  take  rank  from  the  15th  of  dajNo- 
Yember  last. 

That  ali  promotions  from  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  to  majors-ceneral, 
be  according  to  the  established  rules  of  the  promotion  of  colonels  to  the  rank 

of  britr;idier-generals. 

On  the  question  to  agree  ^  this,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  bjr  Mr* 

Middleton, 


If.-Hampuhire,  Mr.  livcrmore, 
MassachuseUtf  Mr.  l.ovell» 
•  Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Bhode-IUand,  Mr.  Elleiy, 

Cornul, 
Vvnne^eug,    Ifr.  Law, 

Wolcott^ 
New-York^       Mr.  Flovfl, 
J^euhJers^     Mr.  Boudinot, 

£hncr, 

Condic^ 


PettntphamOf  Mr.  Montgomety, 

Wynkoop 
lli>.  HamoD, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Madison,' 
Bandolph, 
Mr.  Hawking 
Mr.  Midcfleton^ 
Bee, 
Motte, 

Mr.  Telfair, 


Virginio^ 
N.'Carolina, 


no  } 
N.  W.Jones, 


no 


So  the  motion  was  lost* 

THURSDAY* /amiary  10,  17812. 

The  committee,  consistinj;  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Jjovell,  Mr.  Motte,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  plan  ftr  condneting  the  inspector's  department  re* 
ported  bj  the  secretary  at  war,  deliveredlo  their  report,  wblcf  being  read^ 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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Plwi  for  eollductil^f  the  inapectior^i  depcitment 

Re$Uwif  That  Um  MUbUthment  of  the  inspector**  de^artMBt  by  the 

resolutiunfi  of  the  25th  of  September*  1780,  and  all  subseauent  resolotions 
relative  thereto,  be,  and  henrtij  trOf  repealed  i  and  that  the  department  here- 
after have  the  following  form,  powers,  and  privileges,  viz. 

Thfre  shall  be  an  "inspector-«:eneral  of  t!ie  armies  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  appointed  by  Congress  from  the  general  otlicers,  and  to  be  allowed  one 
secretary  in  addition  to  the  aids,  which  he  has  in  the  line  of  the  army  :  the 
secretary  shall  be  taken  from  the  line,  and  be  eiititled  to  the  pay  and  cmolu- 
TTients  of  an  aid-de-cainp.  There  shall  bv  one  inspector  iov  eiich  separate 
army,  to  be  taken  from  the  field-ofticers  \)t  the  iiue  of  the  arniy,  to  be  allow- 
%d  30  dollars  pei*  mouth,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  emoluinents  in  the  line. 

The.inspector -general  or  inspector  ofa  separate  armjr  shall,  once  in  everj 
month,  in  such  ttme>  place,  and  m<»de  as  the  commander  in  cliief,  or  com* 
mending  officer  of  a  separate  army,  shall  direct,  review  and  muster  the  troops 
of  every  denomination  in  service,  at  which  review  they  shall  inspect  the  num- 
ber and  condition  of  the  men  and  horses,  the  discipline  o£  the  troops,  the  state 
of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  clothing  and  camp  equipage,  and 
make  returns  thereof  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  comiuandiua  officer  of  a 
aepaiate  army  ;  noting  the  deticicncies,  neglects  and  iibuses,  and,  if  possible, 
the  mamu  i  in  which  they  happened  ;  and  .it  the  same  lime  pointirjg  out  the 
alterations  and  amendments  tliey  may  think  necessary,  in  any  branch  of  the 
miliUry  system  :  duplicates  of  which  returns  shall  be  tt  ansmitted  by  the 
coiamander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separatti  aruiy,  to  the  se- 
cretaij  at  war* 

At  the  end  of  every  review  the  commsnding  officer  of  the  corps  reviewed, 
shall  exercise  his  corjjs  in  the  manual  and  evolutions  before  the  inspector, 

so  as  to  ena  »le  him  to  inspect  and  report  the  discipline  of  the  troops  agree- 
ably to  the  foregoing  paragraph;  and  when  the  inspector-general,  or  in- 
spector of  a  separate  army  finds  it  necessary  to  have  any  particular  evolu^ 

tious  or  manoeuvres  performed,  either  by  one  or  several  corns,  he  shall  fur- 
nish a  plan  of  such  evolutions  to  the  commanding  oihcer  of  the  army,  who 
wdl  approve  or  amend  them»  and  order  them  executed  as  be  may  think 
'  proper. 

At  every  review,  the  com  mandinj^  ofliccrs  of  companies  and  corps  shall 
l^oduce  to  the  laspector,  relui  us  the  slale  of  tlieir  respective  companies 
and  corps,  and  such  other  papers  and  vouchers  relative  to  the  inlistment  of 
the  men,  as  he  shall  think  necessary :  thre^  muster-rolls  shall  also  be  made  out 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  each  troop  or  company  and  signed  by  him,  one 
(tf  which  shall  be  returned  to  him,  certified  by  the  inspector ;  one  shall  be 
certified  and  delivered  to  tha  regimental  pay-maf»ter,  to  be  affixed  to  the 
i  pa^-rolls,  and  the  other  shall  be  retained  by  the  inspector. 

The  inspector  general  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army  shall,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  every  muster,  transmit  an  abstract  of  the  musters  of  the  whole 
army  in  which  he  is  serving,  to  the  commanding  officer,  who  shall  transmit 
a  duplicate  tliereof  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  every  review,  the  ii^pector  shall  report  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  oHlcer  ol  a  separate  army,  all  such  sol- 
diers whom,  from  inability  or  other  causes,  it  may  be  necessary  to  discharge 
or  transfer  to  the  invalids;  and  no  discharge  shall  in  future  bo  valid>  unless 
signed  by  the  commander  in  chief  or  officer  commanding  the  army  where 
such  discharge  is  given. 

The  inspector-general,  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army,  shall  be  authorited 
to  call  on  the  quarter-master  general,  clothier-general,  and  ^e!d  commisMF 
ry  of  military  stores,  or  their  depuries,  for  returns  of  the  articles  whicb  hftV^ 
been  issued  from  and  returned  to  their  several  deparMneuts  by  each  corps* 
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that  the  inspectors  may  see  whether  everjr  article  so  delivered  hfts  been  re- 
gularly and  satisfactorily  aceottttted  §iK,  or  diuywl  U  the  cerp^  e|pree«blj  te 

the  established  regulations. 

The  inspector- general,  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army,  shall  be  authorized 
and  rcijuired  to  visit  the  military  hospitals  oi  the  United  States  from  time  to 
tiuif ,  to  examine  the  general  state  of  tliem,  and  the  t!  eatmetit  of  the  patieotSf 
which  he  shall  report  to  the  officer  cotiuiiandins  the  army  ;  and  the  director, 
deputy  director,  ov  superintending  sijro;eon  of  any  hospital,  shall  furnish 
tliem  with  such  returub  as  they  may  liud  ncce&itary  fur  the  better  execulioa 
i»f  their  office. 

.  The  inspector  general  Bhall  himself,  previous  fo  theope&Hur  iMtd  aithe 
close  of  every  campaign,  or  as  often  as  the  Gonntnaader  in  chief  shall  think  it 
to  or«ier«  visit  every  part  of  the  armjr,  to  aoe  that  ttaiformity  prevails  thmigho 
out  the  armies  of  the  United  States.' 

The  inspector-general  and  inspectors  of  a  separate  army,  in  the  executioii 
of  their  oflices,  shall  be  suhjcct  only  to  the  orders  of  Cono^ress,  the  secretary 
at  war,  comuander  in  chief,  or  comnmndin;^  officer  of  a  separate  arm  y  ;  and, 
that  the  inspectors  may  attend  the  better  to  the  duties  of  tlieir  oftices,  they 
sliali  be  exem|tt»  il  lioio  all  other  duties,  except  when  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  comuiaadiiig  uOicer  of  a  separate  army,  shall  think  proper  to  order 
Qtlierwi^e. 

All  returns  in  the  inspector's  department  are  to  be  made^j^eeahly  to  the 
forms  which  shall  be  delivered  bj  the  insnector^geoeral.  ■ 
Each  inspector  of  a  separate  army  shall  be  allowed  to  take  «B  officer  fimi 

the  line  of  captains  or  subalterns,  to  assist  him  in  the  duties  of  bis  offiee, 
who  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  per  month  in  addition  to  his  pay  la  the  line. 

Resolved,  That  major-gen.  baroii  Steuben  be,  and  hereby  is,  continned  in- 
spector-general of  the  armies  of  these  United  States,  and  vested  with  power 
toap]H)int  all  olHcers  necessary  to  carry  the  aforegoing  plan  into  rTrmtiimj. 
they  being  first  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief; 
.  On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cornell,  and  Mr. 
Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sproat«  late  hospital 
chaplain. 

Ordered,  That  the  present  purveyor  of  the  hospital,  who  was  late  assist- 
a]Dt  deputy  director  at  the  middle  distiict,  settle  and  certify  the  pay  and 
other  allowance  due  to  the  officers  in  the  late  hospital  department  nertb  «| 
Potomac,  up  to  the  4th  day  of  October,  1780^  the  time  that  a«ew  cbcdcio  of 
officers  took  place. 

FRIDAY,  January  11,  1782. 

The  ordinance  for  settling  public  accounts  was  taken  up  for  a  second  read* 
ing  and  debuted. 

TUfiBOAY»  JaMiary  15.  im. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clymer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  George  Readhead,  employed  by  the  late  com- 
mercial committee  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  said  committee,  be  at  tiie 
rate  of  600  dollars  per  anniim)  and  tliat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  superia- 
tendent  ot  finance. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jflfittury  16.  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  commitfee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carrol),  Mr.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter,  of  the  12tb,  from  Uie  superin- 
tendent of  finance, 

*  It  appearing  that  Mr.  W.  Parker,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  loan- 
>  tfffic«  for  the  Slate  of  Sotitb-Caroltna,  hath  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the 
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United  States  loan -office  certificates  to  the  amomit  of  4CMe,000  dollars,  en- 
'elosed  in  a  bundle  directed  to  the  governor  of  Georgia,  which  bundle,  by  ac- 
cident, fell  into  the  said  Parker's  hands  whilst  in  South-Carolina  ;  and  which, 
from  a  view  of  the  disturbed  situation  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia^  and 
from  other  prudential  considerations,  he  ihouL^ht  pro|)ei  to  detain. 
'  Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  due  ^ense  of  tlie  attention,  integrity, 
and  patriotism  of  Mr.  William  Parker,  in  preserving  the  loan-ofl^ce  certi4- 
cates  aforesaid. 

*    Ou  motioii  of  Mr.  Lovell,  seconded  bv  Mr.  PatridgC} 

Besolvedy  That  in  the  settkment  of  'the  accouiita  of  lueli  oAcers  of  the 
hospital  and  medical  department,  as  are  entitled  to  an  allowance  for  deprs*- 
'irfitHin  by  any  resolittions  of  CongreM»  tiie  establUhment  of  pay  made  npon 
'&e  8th  day  of  April,  1777,  be  considered  as  specie. 

The  ordinance  fw  settling  pnblie  accounts  being  fttrthcr  debated^  was  isk 
ferred  ton  grand  committee* 

THURSDAY,  January  \7,  T782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Law,  and  Mr. 
iVl;idi<on,  to  whom  were  referred  two  letters  from  the  secretary  at  war.  one 
Coutaiiiiriji  a  t  eport  (►f  the  officers  necessary  for'assistini^  him  in  the  various 
braiic  he^  (d  his  department ;  atid  the  other  statin?  the  necessity  af  his  going 
to  Mas;)achusett8,  and  rei^ucdting  permissiuu  to  gu  there  fur  a  &hort  time,  tui* 
the  purposes  mentioned :  x 

Besolved^  That  the  secretary  at  war  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthoriced  to  ap« 
fieintthe  following  officers,  for  whote  conduct  he  shall  be  accountable/ and 
ivho  shall  also  be  removable  by  him,  to  wit : 
One  assistanl^  whose  salary  shall  be  1250  dollars  per  annum : 
One  secretary,  whose  salary  shall  be  1000  dollars  per  annum  : 
The  clerks,  whose  salary  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  those  in  other  pirtilic 
4iffices. 

Resolved^  That  in  con^iilci ation  of  the  reasons  stated  by  the  secretary  at 
war,  he  be  informerl  that  Congress  have  no  objection  to  his  being  absent 
agreeably  to  bis  request. 

I 

SATURDAY,  Jamarii  ig,  1788. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretair  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of 
Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  CTornell, 

j?<8ol«eil,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  S5th  of  May,  1781,  M 
directs  the  forming  the  United  States  into  districts,  the  nomber  of  brigadiers 

in  each  district,  that  bri<radlers  shall  be  appointed  from  the  oldest  colonels  in 
such  districts  respectively,  and  that  the  major-generals  shall  be  appointed, . 
from  the  eldest  brigadiers  in  the  United  States^  Im,  and  hereby  is  repealed*, 

MONDAY,  JariRary  21,  1782. 

'  Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  31st  of  December  last,  the  secretary  at  war 
made  a  return  of  the  otHcers  described  in  the  resolution  of  the  said  Slst 
day  of  December,  who  are  to  be  reiaiaed  in  service. 

The  list  is  as  follows:  lieutenant-colonel  ildudlton,  lieutenant-colonel 
Gimat,  major  M'Pherson,  major  Galven,  captain  Celeron,  lieutenant  de  Hri* 
tigny ;  lieutenant-colonel  John  Laurens,  lieutenant-colonel  Tilghman»  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Smith,  aids-de-oamp  to  the  commander  In  chief;  lieutenant- 
colonel  Morrts»  major  Burnet,  aids  to  major-general  Greene ;  major  Lyman* 
aid  to  maior-general  Heath;  major  M^Dou^^all.  major  Piatt,  aidstoimjor- 

E moral  M*DougaU  ;  major  Clarkson,  major  Baylis,  aids  to  major-general 
incoln ;  major  Armstroog|,  aid  to  major-t;eneral  Gates major  A.  Giles, 
aid  to  major-general  SincUur;  maior  £.  .Giies^aid  to  majoc-generai  Small-* 
Vol.  Ul.  90 
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wood ;  captain  Capiteuie,  captain  Pontgibeay>  captain  La  Colomliei  aiila  t» 
ni^or-^eneral  the  marquis  do  la  Fayette;  captain  Pontiere*  aid  to  n^jor- 
general  baron  Steuben. 

TUESDAY.  January  1782. 

Mr.  Livermore,  a  deleeate  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  attended, and 
produced  credentials  of  appointment,  dated  December  29th,  1781,  em* 
powering  him  to  represent  th:it  state  until  the  iirst  day  of  November  next. 

A  committee,  coDsi>tir)^  (it  Mr.  Rand(*l|)h,  Mr.  Ellerj  and  Mr.  Law,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  James  Wilioo«  esq.  in  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  ship  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  report, 

That  it  is  inexpedient  tli<it  Congress  should  give  relief  to  a  suitor  in  the 
court  of  appeals,  where  the  circumstance  against  which  relief  is  prajred,  bis 
been  occasioned  bj  aoch  suitor  or  his  friend ;  that  in  the  cAse  of  the  ship  Mar* 

Suis  de  la  Fajette,  the  neglect  which  is  sought  to  be  remedied,  wao  owing  ts 
lr.de  Yalnais*  who  undertook  the  management  of  the  interests  of  its  owners 
and  crew :  that  similar  relief  would  be  denied  to  a  citizen  of  the  United 
StatfeSy  from  a  consideration  of  the  great  mischief  which  would  arise  bj 
excepting  particular  cases  from  general  laws  on  such  occasions :  Whereupon, 
That  the  mctnorialist  be  informed,  that  Cono;re?s  are  of  opinion, 
that  they  uu^ht  not  to  give  relief  against  the  neglect  of  the  agent  lor  the  abi^ 
Marquis  de  Ta  Fayette. 

On  motion  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  communicate  to  the  minister 
of  France  the  plan  of  a  convention  respecting  consular  powers, 

Bfsolved,  That  the  said  plan  be  re-considered  for  the  purpuac  ufadmittui| 
certain  amendments. 

THURSDAY.  Jmmarif  SiA, 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd,  from  general  WashingtuDy'was  read,  accompanied 
with  the  proceedings  of  a  general  court  martiali  upon  major  goneral  Howe; 
.the  said  proceedings  beiog  also  read, 

BBmmdt  That  the  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  acqnittiDs 
major-general  R.  Howe,  with  the  highest  honor,  of  the  chargiea  OaHubiteS 
against  him«  bO}  awd  hereby  is  approved  and  confumed. 

FRIDAY,  January  25,  1782. 

The  plan  of  a  convention  respecting  consular^ powers  being  re-considered 
and  amended,  was  read  over,  together  with  instructions  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  tlieae  United  States  respecting  it,  and  the  ^ame  was  ^reed  tt 
Dy  nine  states. 

Rmiv^,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  leeislaturea  -of  these 
United  States,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  speedy  mode  sf 
administering  justice  between  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  vesting  persons  in  the  neij^OMuHwod 
of  the  sea-coasts  with  power  to  secure  ship-wrecked  property  m  the  moit 
effectual  manner. 

The  comniittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Law,  Mr,  X. 
W.Jones  and  Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, on  sundry  letters  and  papers  respecting  the  district  of  country,  cum- 
roouly  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Ham pshii  e  Grants,  delivered  in 
their  report;  which  was  taken  into  consideration  and  debated. 

.  MONDAY^  JbiEttary  28,  im. 

Mr.  T.  Rodney  and,  Mr.  M«Kean,  delegates  for  the  state  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  .theiV  seats. 
The  committee^consisttogof  Mr.  J.lones,  Mr*  Boudino^  Mr.  Cornril,  to 
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whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  14th  inst.  from  E.  Hazard,  iDsy)ectorof  ^ 
dead  letters,  accompanied  with  two  letters  directed  to  Arthur  Lee,  esq. 
made  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvfd,  Th u  Ebenezer  Hazard,  in  transmittlns^  the  packet  of  letters 
directed  to  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  to  the  presideot  of  Congress,  for  the  information 
of  this  body,  hath  done  his  duty  : 

'  Ordered^Thdt  the  said  packet  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Boiidinot»  and 
Mr.  Middleton,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon* 

In  order  that  the  president  may  be  relieved  from  the  business  with  which 
he  is  nnnecessarilj  tncambered,  that  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the  several 
executive  departments  lately  established,  may  be  enabled  to  execute  the 
duties  required  of  them,  and  that  business  may  be  conducted  with  regular- 
ity and  despatch, 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  business  of  the  secretary — 

1st.  To  transmit  to  the  super'ntendent  of  finance,  all  papers  referred  to 
him  by  Cony^ress ;  as  well  as  an  autljcnticated  copy  of  every  act,  ordinance 
and  resolution  of  Conjrress  touching  the  finances  of  the  United  States;  to 
the  secretary  at  war,  all  papers  referred  to  \\\m  by  Congress  ;  as  well  as  an 
authenticated  copy  of  every  act,  ordinance  and  resolution  touching  his  de* 
partment :  to  the  secretary  or  agent  of  marine,  or  to  the  person  entrusted 
with  the  duties  of  the  office  of  secretary  or  agent  of  marine,  all  papers  re* 
ferred  to  him  by  Congress  ;  as  well  as  an  authenticated  copy  of  every  act, 
ordinance  and  resolution  touching  his  department :  and  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  ail  papers  referred  tohimny  Congress  ;  as  well  as  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  every  act,  ordinance  and  resolution  touching  his  department; 

2d.  To  keep  a  daily  account  of  all  memorials,  petitions  and  communica- 
tions received  by  Congress,  noting  therein  their  object  and  the  steps  taken 
re^pectiiii;  tlu-ni ;  and  lay  the  said  account  or  register  every  day ,  oa  the  table 

of  Congress  tin- the  i!l^pel:1ion  of  the  members. 

3d.  To  return  sucli  answers  as  Congress  shall  direct  to  be  given  to  the 
tneniorials,  petitions  and  communications,  except  where  Congress  shall  judge 
it  proper  that  the  same  be  given  by  their  president,  or  where  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  any  of  the  executive  departments  to  return  such  answers  s 

4th.  To  attend  Congress  during  their  sessions,  and.  In  their  recess,  to 
Attend  the  committee  of  the  states,  to  read  the  public  despatches,  acts,  or- 
dinances and  reports  of  committees,  and  to  make  the  proper  entries  in  the 
journals;  to  authenticate  all  acts  and  proceedings  not  specially  directed  to 
be  authenticated  by  their  president;  and  to .  keep  a  register  of  all  treaties, 
conventions  arnl  ordinances: 

5th.  To  cause  to  be  made  and  laid  upon  the  table  for  every  state  repre- 
aentmiiin  C(int;ress,  a  copy  of  every  ordinance  or  report  upon  a  matter  of 
importance,  and  not  of  a  secret  naiure,  for  the  consideration  of  which  a  day 
is  assigned  : 

.  6th.  To  keep  the  public  seal,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  affixed  to  every 
act,  ordinance  or  paper,  which  Congress  shall  direct : 

7th.  To  superintend  the  printing  of  the  joun^als  and  publications  ordered 
bv  Congress  t  * 

atlu  To  keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  noted  in  columns,  the  names  of  the 
several  members  of  Congress,  the  state  which  they  represent,  the  date  of 
their  appointments,  the  term  for  which  they  are  appointed,  and  the  date  of 
leave  of  absence. 

J^esolved,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  22d  of  March,  1777,  as  directs 
that  attested  copies  of  resolutions  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act, 
be  ^ent  to  the  president,  to  be  transn^itted  by  him,  be,  and  hereby  is  re- 
pealed. *  '  ' 
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Jlesolvedf  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  Umted  States  iu  Con* 
gress  assembled,  be  SOOO  dollars  per  anaum.      •  # 

The  report  (tf  the  conunittve  rctpectinf  the  Ntw-Hanpiliire  GraDts,  wtti 
dibftted  mmI  referred  to  agrand  committee. 

Congi^ss  prooeeded  to  die  election  of  twoavdttoraio  the  treasarr  depart- 
ment; and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  William  Geddes,  and  Mr.  John 
Dyer  Mercier  were  elected,  the  former  having beoR  nominated  bjMr.  Hte* 
•on,  and  the  latter  by  M  r.  Telfair. 

Congress  proceecfed  to  the  election  of  a  post-master  general ;  anil,  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Ehenezpr  Hr^zard  was  elertpd,  having  been  pre- 
viously notninated  by  Mr.  Slierman:  Mr.  James  Bryson  \\a8  elected  assist- 
ant or  clerk  to  the  post-master  general^  having  been  previously  nominated 
by  Mr.  Clark. 

TUESDAY,  January  29,  1782. 

A  motion  havingj  been  made  yesterday,  and  a  question  taken  for  the  clioice 
of  a  inajor-gener  il ,  which  pis^p  l  in  the  affirm  itive  ;  ind  immediately  after 
a  motion  bein*;  made  to  re  t  (^n^iflcr  the  motion  [  as>p(!,  ^vhich  N\a?  also  deter- 
mined in  the  athi  mativi* ;  the  seti^e  of  the  house  is  required,  whether  in  this 
case  the  original  motion  and  the  motion  tor  re-coiisiderin^  shall  be  entered 
oil  the  journal? 
On  thisthie  yeas  and  na\s  being;  required  by  Mr.  Bee, 


Defamirtf 
Mary  and. 


N.'CaroKna, 


Mr.  Wodney, 
Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 
.  Madison, 

Randolplv 
Mr.  Uawkina, 
Ifr.  I^liddktoii, 

Bee, 

Evelcig"!^ 


GeotffM,        ]|r.N.W.Jo&e%.  sy  ^  * 


^.'Hampehire,  Mr.  Livcmiore, 
MamaekuHttt,  Mr.  Pstridse^ 

Osgood^ 

MkmkMtm^  Mr.  EUery, 

Cornell, 
CM0ieeiieui,    Ifr.  Law, 

Woltott^ 
Pew-T&rk,      Mr.  Floyd, 
UmihJermif,    Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 
Condicti 
P<enimflM»uH  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlee, 
Clvmer, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Cornel!  and 
Mr.  Middletou,  to  whoui  was  referred  a  memorial  of  John  Edgar,  stating  ilie 
losses  he  has  suffered  for  his  attachment  to  the  caose  of  the  United  States, 
and  praying  for  a  compensation : 

*  Ordered,  That  the  memorial  be  filed  for  consideration  at  some  fature  daj« 
when  matters  of  a  similar  nature  may  be  provided  for. 

FRIDAY,  Fehruary  1,  1782. 

An  (Mdinance  reported  b^  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bandolph,  Vu 
Bllery  and  Mr.  Law,  containing  instructions  to  the  captains  of  armed  vesseblt 
tvaa  read  a  first  time,  and  Monday  next  assigned  for  tli^  second  reading.  . 

MONDAY,  February  4,  1782. 

Tlie  ordinance  containing  instructions  to  the  captains  of  armed  vessels, 
was  taken  up  ior  a  second  reading,  and  was  debated  by  paragraphs  t 

The  same  was  continued  on  Tuesday,  and  the  paragraph  relating  to  pri- 
soners was  re-corou^itted,  aud  the  iuithei  cousLderation  of  the  ovdinance 

postponed.  ,  .  .  -  ■ 

•  ^  THURSDAY,  F^ftriiarif  7, 1788.  .  -      :  , 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  CarroU,  Mr.  J«  Jonea^  Mc* 
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Hawking,  Mr.  Kveleigh  and  Mr.  reUair,  to  whom  was  reTerred  a  repoi  t  of 
the  superintendtnt  ot  tinauce  touching  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
ba?ing  delivered  in  a  report,  the  aaiM  was  taken  iftto  con  side  ration,  and, 
after  3eliate»  re-conmiitted. 

FRIDAY,  February  8, 1782. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  aSairs^to  whom  were  referred  avndry  commum« 
•ationa  frmn  the  hon.  tbe  miBister  plenipoteatiarjr  of  Fmsct,  delivered  ie  • 
ttjfwt,  f^ti  ef  whick  ww  agreed  Uk  end  tbe  remainder  xeliwred  te  a  com- 
iRillee* 

MONDAY,  February  11,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymcr,  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr,** 
Madison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  February  1st,  from  the  auperiQ- 
tendentof  finance,  CongreiiS  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  the  traders  capitulants  at  Yoik-town  in  Virginia,  by  the  ninth 
article  ot  the  capitulation,  are  allowed  to  dij^pose  of  and  rrn^ove  their  effocls  ; 
and  having  in  consequence  thereof  made  sale  of  their  sa  il  t  lfects,  and  being 
thereby  empowered  to  receive  and  carry  off  the  monies  arising  thereiroui, 
have  applied  for  permission  to  ex  port  tobacco  to  the.  amount  thereof: 

Jleaowed,  That  the  secretary  of  Congress  be,  and  herebjr  is  empowered  i» 
grant  letters  ef  passport  and  saife  eonductfor  the  etportetion  of  stich  tobacco 
to  Kew-York,  on  the  conditions  and  under  the  limitations  which  shall,  to  the 
said  secreteiy  and  to  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
tppear  most  proper  and  beneficial  to  the  said  stateSt  being  consistent  with 
the  said  capitulation:  provided  always,  that  permission  be  not  given  for  the 
exporting  of  tobacco,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  produce  ot  the  sales  of  the 
said  goods  beloni^ing  to  the  cajnt  ulants  ahovementioned. 

On  a  report  of  h  committee,  consisting  ot  Mr.  Clynier,  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr, 
Madision,  to  whom  wuh  referred  a  letter  of  January  SUth|  from  the  commaud^i 
cr  in  chief, 

Rpsolvedi  That  the  clothier-eeneral  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  agree 
for  and  purchase  of  the  state  or  Massachusetts,  all  soch  clothing  as  may  have 
been  or  shall  be  provided  bj  that  state,  before  the  opening  of  the  ensuing 
caropaien ;  and  that  he  take  charge  of  the  said  clothing ;  and  that  the  amount  * 
tibereofbe  passed  by  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the  said  state  on  the 
Inquisitions  previous  to  the  30th  day  of  October,  ITBl. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Boudinotand 
Mr.  T.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  (tf  James  Wilson,  in  behalf 
of  David  Gardner,  Nathaniel  Fanning,  Jeremiah  Wells,  Selah  Havens,  James 
M'Clure  and  Nathan  Woodhull,  praying  for  reasons  therein  specially  set 
forth,  that  their  appeal  an:ainst  the  sentence  of  the  courts  ot  admiraltjr  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  may  be  received  : 

BesoLvedt  That  the  court  of  appeals  be,  and  hereby  is  autlioriz^ed  to  hear 
the  parties  on  the  subnect  of  the  said  nvemorial,  and  to  do  what  shall  there- 
vpon  appear  to  the  said 'court  Just  and  right,  the  act  of  the  24th  daj  of  May, 
1780*  notwithstanding. 

WEDNESDAY*  February  13,  1782. 

'  On  the  report  of  a  eommitteot  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr«  Boudinot 

and  Mr.  Livermore,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a  committee  on  a  letter 

ef  the  22r1  of  Aup^nst,  From  Perez  Morton  to  Mr.  Lovell : 

Resolved,  H'hat  Michael  Hillegas,  esq,  treasurer  of  the  T^nited  States  of 
America,  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  execute  a  letter  of  attorney,  authoriz- 
ing Perez  Morton,  at  his  own  risk  and  expense,  to  sue  and  pnjsecute  the 
obligation  exprut<  d  by  John  Ravel,  ni:iriiier,  captain  or  coiniiiander  of  the 
private  iluup  of  war  the  Morning  ^tar,  Nathaniel  biUbee,  mercbanty  his  sure- 
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ij,  for  the  use  of  the  United  states ;  and  upon  recovering  or  receiving  the 
penalty  thereof,  to  pay  the  same,  after  deducting  the  necessary  charges,  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  distribution  of  Congress, 
amongst  the  parties  aggrieved  at  that  time  by  the  iiialvei  satioa  of  the  said 
John  Ravei,  according  to  the  injuries  they  may  respectively  have  received ; 
tod  that  the  overplas  (If  any)  be  retained  for  the  use  of  the  said  John  Ra^d 
or  his  said  tarety* 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of      Cornell,  Mr.  Eveleigh  and 

Mr*  J«  Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  21st  of  January  last,  from  the 
governor  of  Virginia,  witfi  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2rth  of  December.  1781» 

from  major-general  Greene  to  the  said  governor, 

Ordfvpd,  That  tho  «^iiper!nten<k'nl  of  finance  take  immediate  measures 
for  supplying  the  army  under  the  comiimnd  of  major-general  Greene,  with 
salt  and  rum,  and  for  furnishing  such  equipments  and  other  supplies  as  may 
be  necessary  tor  expediting  the  march  of  such  troops  as  the  coinmaQder 
chief  may  order  to  the  support  of  the  southern  spates. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  tlie  executive  autliority  of 
.  the  syite  of  Virginia,  to  take  decirive  and  effectual  measures  to  furnish  the 
men  and  beef  required  by  general  Greene  in  his  letter  of  tibe  dTth  of  Decem- 
ber laat. 

The  consideration  of  the  ordinance  containing  inttntetions  to  captaioa  of 
private  armed  vessels,  waa  resumed,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed«  and  that  the  committee  confer  with  the 
agent  of  marine* 

THURSDAY,  February  U,  irSS. 

Mr.  M'Kean,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delawere,  attended,  and  produced 
credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state ;  whereby  it  appears,  that  on  the 
second  of  this  month,  fie  hon.  Thomas  M^Kean,  Philemon  Dickinson,  Cttaar 
Rodney,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  esqrs.  were  elected  for  the  present  year. 
M  r .  J .  M.  Scott,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New- York,  attended,  and  took 

his  seat. 

Oil  ihe  report  of  a  committee,  consisting;  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Bee  and 
Mr.  Osgood,  appointed  to  report  on  tfie  mode  ot  propounding  questions, 

Resolvedt  That  whensoever  a  motion  is  made  loi  striking  out  one  or  more 
words  in  order  tliat  something  may  be  inserted  in  its  stead,  the  debate  shall 
turn  upon  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  insertion,  and  the  question  shall  be 
*^Shair  the  proposed  amendment  be  made?"  That  whensoever  a  motion  is 
made  for  strikioff  out  one  or  more  words,  but  no  proposition  is  made  to  insert 
any  thing  else,  the  question  shall  be  ufjon  the  words  prop<Med  to  be  struck 
•at»  in  the  following  manner,  ^  Shall  these  words  stand 

A  letter,  of  January  3d,  from  Charles  Fleming,  who  was  on  the  fth  of 
October,  1780,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  persons 
to  endorse  the  bills  emitted  by  Virginia,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  was  read,  informing  tli'at  it  in  inconvenient  for  him  tO COntittUt 
in  the  butdoess,  and  resigning  that  appointment. 

MONDAY,  February  18.  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Cornell 
and  Mr.  Osgood,  to  whom  was  refen  ed  a  uioiiori  ot  Mr.  lioudinot,  to  em- 
power the  commander  in  chfef  to  negotiate  a  cartel  or  cartels  with  the  ene- 
my for  safe  keeping  exchanging  andbetter  treating  of  prisoners  of  war: 

Besohed,  That  the  commander  id  chief  be^  and  he  is  hereby  authorisod 
ttt  negotiate  a  cartel  or  cartels,  either  general  or  spedal,  with  th^  enemy; 
stipulating  for  the  subsistence,  safe  keeping,  exchanging,  liberatinj^  and  bel> 
ter  treating  of  all  prisoners  of  war,  whether  of  land  or  sea^  in  aucK  mnnaer. 
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jad  on  tnch  terms  as  he  shall  judge  expe<iieut  aiul  beneficial  for  the  United 
States:  to  take  sncli  meaattm  for  the  liberation  of  citizens  vviio  have  been 
captured  hot  in  arni8»  as  may  seem  expedient;  or  to  negotiate  any  separate 
treaty  concerning  such  citizens,  for  the  mntual  prevention  of  an  j  fnture  cap- 
tures :  provided  such  cartel,  ^rtets  and  agreement,  establish  roles  for  the 
similar  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  and  citizens  captured  bj  either  power 
in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  also  empowered  to  take  measures  for 
settling  all  past  accounts  respecting  prisoners,  and  that  all  former  resolutions 
relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  bjr  the  commanUer  in  chief  be  repealed. 

•TUESDAY,  Fehruarij  19,  1782. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  a  delegate  for  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  attended 
and  produced  credentials,  by  which  it  appears  that  on  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  December  last,  he  was  appointed  to  continue  until  tlie  lirst  Monday  in 
November  next. 

'*''*^*'»  of  t^e  froro  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read,  requesting 
raat  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court  martial  on  his  trial,  b6  printed  by 
Congress.  *^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  request,  the  yeas  and  nays  bdng  required 
by  Mr.  Middleton,  .  ^  ^ 


•A^iSbflMMftsre,  Mr.  Liverawre, 
fhtnuAua^th,  Hr.Patndge, 

SMe-Ulamh  Mi.  Elicry, 

CmmtBHoitt     Ifr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 

^f^Yorkf       Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 

^^»^ht9^    Mr.  Clwk, 

Condict, 

^^ntUiflvama,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atfee, 


Marylandj 
Virginia^ 


N'.-Carolina, 
S»- Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Randolph, 

Lee, 
'Mr.  Haw  kins, 
Mr.  MidiiietOD, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Ev^leigil,  • 
Mr.  Telfiur, 

N.W.Jones, 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 

•*That  the  delegates  of  Georgia  be  furnished  witli  a  certitied  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  canrt^aiartiafon  the  trial  of  major-general  Howe. 
.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Patridge,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cornell, 

**  That  the  consideration  of  that  motion  be  postponed.'' 

On  the  question  for  pi»stponing,  the  jeasand  nays  beinr  reonired  by  Mn 
N.W.Jones,  ,  ^       o    ^  j 


Jfi-BaifAin,  Mr.  liretmAte, 
Mmmemtm*,  Mb.  PairidAe^  • 

Osgood 
Mhode-Jsiand,   >Ir.  Ellery, 

Cornell, 
Canneetieut,    Mr.  Law, 

Hmtt-JTotie,      Mr.  Hcott, 

J^ete-Jen^,    Mr.  Clark, 

Boudlno^ 
Condi  ct, 
Penjuyimma,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

T.  Smith, 
Atlee^ 

So  the  question  was  lost. 


Maryland, 


N.-CartiUna, 
S.-CaroHnOp 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll,  " 
Ifr.  J.  Jonei^ 

Mad!sf)n, 

Bandoipii| 

Lee, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middletoo, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jones, 


an 

no  I 

no  f 

no J 

no 

no'^ 

r.o 

no 

noj 

no  7 

>  no 
no\ 
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After  furtiMT  debftte,  thr  previMs  onefttoii  wss  moml  bj  tiie  state  of 
Hhede-IslaBdy  Mcended  by  tttc  state  oi  PennsylvaDii,  siid  on  t|i€  qnestiaD, 
the  previous  <]iiestioB  was  determined  is  tke  alfansstlve*  sad  Hie  msaii  qnes- 

tion  set  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  .Mr.  Madison, 

Ordered,  That  the  proret^dins^r^  of  Congress.  a[>provinn^  the  sentence  9i 
the  court-martial  on  the  trial  ot  iiiajar-geiieral  Howe,  be  published. 

The  committee,  coiisistitij^  ot  Mr.  Curoell,  Mr.  Montijomery,  and  Mr. 
Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  John  Durham  Aivej,  made  re* 
port;  Whereu [)i)fi, 

lieaoiced,  1  hat  John  Durham  Alvej,  post-master  to  the  main  army,  be 
allowed  for  his  past  services  te  ^  day,  the  sum  of  40  dollars  per  month,  in 
fall  of  all  aliowaiices;  awl  tliat  tlie  poit<mastsr  geaeral  settle  Kis  accoants 
aocerdingly : 

That  the  post*matter  general  take  erder  far  procnnbg  and  appointing  a 
suitable  person,  on  the  best  terms  he  can»  to  tenre  as  post-master  to  the 
main  sraj,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Patridge,  Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mi  .  Carroll, 
Mr.  Raiulolph,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Telfair,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred tlie  report  of  a  committee  on  sundry  paper;*  rf!:itive  to  the  people 
inhabiting  the  district  of  country  known  by  the  name  ol  the  New-Ha>nps!iire 
Grants,  together  with  a  representation  of  Seth  Smith,  and  a  letter  of  ti>e 
20th  of  January,  from  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen,  having  delivered  in  a  i  epoi  t, 
the  aaine  was  taken  into* consideration,  and  some  time  spent  thereon. 

W£0Nfi6DAY,  Ftbfwiry  SO,  mSL 

The  committee*  consisting  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  M*Kean,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  secretary  at  war,  on  a  petition  of  Dr« 
Hagan,  and  the  memorials  of  Dr.  Jackson,  Dr.  Williams^  Dr.  Eaker,  and 

Dr.  Frinke,  delivei*edin  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  adjust  the  accounts  nf  nil  the  officers  of  the  late  general  hospital 
for  pay  and  subsistence,  up  to  tlje  time  thf^  arrangement  took  plat  e  in  Sep- 
tember, 17^0,  or  for  so  much  of  the  preceding  time  2*8  they  continuer!  in  j»er- 
\i(  e,  upon  their  producing  proper  documents  of  the  time  of  their  respective 
services. 

Hesalvuly  Tlial  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  legislatores  oi 
^e  several  states,  to  settle  and  discharge  on  account  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  depreciation  of  pay  of  sach  officers  in  the  late  general  hospital  as  are  in* 
habitants  of,  or  belonging  te  their  respecttTe  states,  who  resigned  their  ap- 
pointments after  the  10th  day  of  April,  irSO,  or  became  snpemanierary  by 
the  new  arrafijrement  in  September,  1780. 

Besolved,  I'hat  the  comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di« 
'  rected  to  settle  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  officers  in  the  late  general  hospi- 
tal, who  resi*>fied  or  became  sripernumerary  as  aforesaid,  and  who  do  not 
belong  to  any  p :irtirnl;ir  state,  in  the  same  manner  as  hath  been  provided  fer 
the  ofticers  oi  tiie  late  col.  Hazen's  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  account  of  Dr.  Frinke,  for  taking  care  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  the  retreat  from  Ticontlero^a,  in  1777*  and  for  furnishing  sup- 
plies for  the  haine,  be  returned  to  Dr.  Frinke,  antl  the  settlement  suspended, 
until  authentic  vouchers  shall  be  produced  respecting  such  services  and  ex- 
penditures. 

The  comrottteey  consisting  of  Mr.  Cljmer,  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr*  Osgood, 
Mr.  Eller3r,-Mr.  Law,  Mr.nord,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  Mr.  BTelei|;;h,  and  Mr.  Telfair,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
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of  a  committee  on  a  letter  from  the  siipennten(Jerit  of  finance,  and  a  plan  for 
the  settlement  of  public  accounts,  delivered  in  a  repot  t,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration  ;  and  thereupon,  Congress  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  it  is  become  indispensably  necessary  to  settle  and  adjust,  and 
finally  to  deteniiine  the  proportions  to  be  borne  by  the  several  states  of  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  from  the  commencement  tlieieoi  uuUi  tlie  1st  ddj  of 
Jiimirj,  1782»  except  the  moneys  loaned  : 

And  whmts,  from  Ike  pmettt  litvelloii  of  eone  of  (be  etetee.  Hie  rile  for 
fixing  each  proportions  afreeebiT  to  the  erticles  of  confedenttmi,  to  wi(^  a 
^liiitioii  of  laiids»  buildings,  and  immwrementi.  ctnnpt,  with  any  dcme  of 
certainty,  be  proceeded  on  ;  andaa,  from  a  considention  of  the  states  naving 
been  variontljr  affected  by  the  war,  the  said  riito,  upon  a  iriluation  beMfler 
to  be  taken,  might  not,  if  strictly  adhered  to,  without  proper  allowances  for 
particular  circumstanoef,  predttce  tko  eqnal  juftiGe  ao  deairable  in  t^  im* 
portaiit  object. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  aforesaid  eapenses  may  be  prefortioned  in  a 
speedy  and  equitable  manner, 

Jtesvtved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of 
the  respective  states,  without  tielay,  to  auilioriz-e  and  empower  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  tjHe  iaal  settlement  of  the  proportions  to  be 
borne  by  each  state,  of  the  general  exfieases  of  the  war,  from  the  commence* 
ment  thereof  vntil  the  first  day  of  January,  17ftS»  except  the  moneys  lotn«i 
to  the  United  States,)  for  the  seearity^  and  discharge  or  the  principal  and  in* 
terest  of  which  Congress  rely  on  a  compliance  with  their  requisition  of  the 
third  dav  of  Febrnaryy  1781,)  to  assume  and  adopt  suchprinciples  as,  from 
the  particular  circumstances  of  the  several  states,  at  different  periods,  may 
appear  just  and  equitable,  without  being  wholly  confined  to  the  rule  !aid 
down  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  confederation^  in  cases  where  the  same  can- 
not be  applied  without  manifest  injustice  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  respectively  to  obtain  and  transmit 
to  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  such  documents  and  information  as  they 
may  judge  most  proper,  to  assist  the  judgment  of  Congress  iu  forming  just 
estimates  of  the  value  and  al^Htiea  of  each  state  at  Uie  close  of  every^  year 
within  the  aforesaid  term,  in  order  to  settle  the  proportions  before  mentiotted* 

JReadviSd,  That  QDon  settling  the  annual  proportions  of  the  several  states, 
of  the  expenses  of  toe  war,  up  to  the  first  daj  of  Janaary«  17B%  where  anjr 
of  the  states  have  exceeded  their  proportions,  an  interest  pf  six  per  centum 
per  annum  Shall  be  allowed  thereon,  and  a  deduction  equal  thereto  made  im 
the  future  annual  proportions  of  tho«*o  states  ;  and  where  any  states  shall  ap- 
pear to  have  been  deficient  in  advancino;  tlieir  proportions,  a  like  interest 
shall  be  charged  thereon,  and  such  deticienvy  cnarged  in  the  future  propor- 
tions of  such  states. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  each  ^arUcuiar  htate,  and  the  creditors  ui  tlie  United 
States  within  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  for  each  sfate,  for  the  purposes  hermnafter 
expressed,  be  appointed  as  follows:  he  shall  be  nominated  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  finances  of  the  United  Stales,  and  approved  of  by  the  legis- 
lature  or  the  executive  of  the  paHicular  state  for  which  he  shall  have  beea 
nominated ;  and  upon  the  death,  refusal,  or  inability  to  act,  of  such  commii- 
sioner,  another  person  to  supply  his  place  shall  be  nominated  by  the  super- 
intendent ofthe  finances,  and  approved  of  by  the  executive  or  the  delegates 
attendtn^^  in  Congress  ofthe  state  for  which  he  s!ml!  be  nominated,  as  the  le- 
*  gislature  of  the  state  sliall  direct ;  that  the  said  commissioner  so  appointed 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  finally  to  settle  the  accounts  between  the 
State  for  which  he  sh^U  haye  been  nominated,  and  the  United  States;  that 
Vol.  HI.       *  .  91  . 
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all  accounts  of  money:;  advanced,  suppties  furnished,  or  eanrices  perfurmad, 
between  the  United  States  and  a  p?irti(:iilar  state,  shall  be  estimated  accord- 
ID^  to  the  table  ot  depreciation  framed  by  the  hoard  of  treasin  v  on  the  t^9th 
day  of  July,  I7b0,  in  con8ef|nence  of  th(!  resolutioii  o*  the  28th  day  of  June 
prec  eding,  to  the  lime  the  saiiie  is  extended  :  provided  alwavs,  that  specific 
supplier,  furnished  pursuant  to  requisitions  of  Congress,  shall  be  settled 
agreeably  to  the  prices  mentioned  in  such  lequiMtions ;  that  he  be  aUu 
fully  empowered  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle,  in  specie  value,  all  c«r- 
iifioatis  givMi  for  supplies  by  public  cfiicers  to  iiidivid«als»  and  other  claima 
against  ne  Uailed  States  by  lodivideala  for  soppliea  fnrttisbed  tbe  army,  the 
tianepertatioii  Ikereef  and  contingent  expenses  weraen#  within  the  said  state, 
•ecordtiif  to  the  principles  of  equity  and  goed  eenseteMe»  ill  all  eeset  whiek 
•re  not  or  shall  not  be  provided  for  by  Congress  : 

That  the  said  commissioner)  in  the  various  branches  of  duty  herein  direct- 
*  ed,  shall  in  such  matter?  of  form  as  regard  merely  the  stating  of  his  accounts, 
proceed  agreeably  to  r\iies  to  be  prescribed  to  hini  by  the  cumptroller  of  the 
treasury  ;  but  in  all  other  matters  and  things  concerniniz;  tlie  st  ttiement  with 
individual  states,  according  to  such  modes  and  principles  as  Congress  have 
directed  or  shall  direct : 

That  each  of  the  said  cummissioners  be  allowed  a  salary  of  IJOO  dollars 
|ier  annum,  and  that  he  appoint  his  necessary  dorks,  with  the  salary  of  500 
dttUaia  per  aoMRs  each,  w  tbe  time  they  shall  •evwnally  be  enployed  in  tklt 
•snrioei  which  shall  be  in  fall  for  all  serTicee  and  eipensae. 

Thai  the  said  comnitssteiiera  respectively  eive  public  and  early  notices  of 
the  timee  and  places  of  their  settling,  and  the  dtstricte  within  which  tbey 
nettle  acconnts*  that  as  well  the  poblio  offioeraas  tkeprifntistndifidttale  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  attend  : 

That  enrh  comntissiofier,  before  he  enter  upon  the  business  for  wbick  ho 
is  appointed,  shall  take  tiie  tollowitii;  4»ath  : 

*•  i,  A.'B.  do  solemnly  s^ear  that  I  will  tn:ly  and  faithfully  execute  the 
office  of  commissioner  to  which  T  am  appointed,  according  to  ray  best  skill 
and  judgment,  without  l  iv^r  ot  ariecuon.  iSu  help  me  God." 
'  That  each  clerk  at  iiis  appointment  shall  also  take  an  oath  trulj|F  and  faith- 
felly  to  execute  the  dntiea  of  hk  office  aecordinK  to  the  best  of  bis  akill  and 
nndlenitanding ;  aod  that  certificates  of  theee  oa£a  be  filed  in  the  secretnrj^ 
trffice  of  the  state. 

And  it  ia  hereby  farther  recommended  to  the  several  legisletiireB  of  the 
respective  statea»  to  fonmi  the  oonunissioner,  by  a  law  to  be  eoacted  lor  that 
purpose,  a  power  to  call  witnesses  and  examine  them  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, tonchinjg:  such  claunaand  aoconnlsaa  shall  be  predaced  for  liqnidalieft 
and  satUaaMttt*  '  * 

THURSDAY,  February  21, 1/82. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  states,  consisting  of  Mr.  Uivermore, 
Mr.  Patridge,  Mr.  Cornell.  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cly- 
mer,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr.  liankins,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Teltair, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  15th  of  January,  from  tbe  superiatend- 
•nt  of  finance^  tonching  the  establtshment  of  ibemint  c 

Aesojesii,'That  Congress  approve  of  the  establishinent  of  a  mint;  and, 
that  the  snperiatendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  prepare  and 
report  to  Congress  a  plan  for  eatsd^lishing  and  coiidacting  the  sane. 

FRIDAY,  February  22,  1782. 

Mr.  Philemon  Dickinsoni  a  dekgale  for  tbe  atate  of  Delaware*  attended 

and  took  his  seat. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee*  cousistiag  of  Mr.  imcry«  Mr.  Bandolpb^ 
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aod  Mr.  Eveleigh,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Itnter  uf  the  ^^5th  oC  iamiaij 
•from  the  ftecretarv  for  foreign  aftair'Si,  rL'spcctin^'hi^  <iepartment, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  _de|)iii  tnient  of  loreiiiii  ailaii  s  be  under  the  direction  of 
•uch  oihcer,  as  t!ie  L  iiitcvl  States  in  Coiijirress  aj?sembled  have  already  for 
that  purpuse  appuiuted,  or  siiaU  heteuluj  appoint,  vho  sliall  be  fitiled,<* se- 
cretaire to  the  United  Statesof  America,  fur  the  departuient  of  ioreigii  aflairs  j'^ 
iball  reside  where  Congress  or  a  committee  of  the  8t9,ie8  shftll  sit,  ftod  hold 
liUoffice  during  the  pleaAore  of 'Coqgress  t 

That  the  books,  records  and  other  papers  of  the  United  Statos,  that  relate 
i»  this  departMat,  be  ooiaaiitted  to  hiii  caetudv*  whiokaod  ail  other  Jia- 
of  hia  office,  any  aioeilier  of  Coagreee  ehati  have  aeeteea^  ^vided  that 

copy  eball  bo  taken  of  laatten  of  a  aecret  oatore  witbent  Ibe^iceial  leaive 
oi  Congreaai 

That  the  correspondence  and  communications  with  the  ministers,  consuls 
and  a;ieMts  uf  the  United  JStatcain  foreign  countries,  and  with  the  ministers 
and  other  olhcers  of  foreign  powers  with  Congress,  be  carried  on  thro!3^h 
the  office  of  foreiu;iJ  affairs  by  the  said  secretary,  uiio  is  also  empov'-ered 
lo  corriispoud  vvilii  ail  other  persons  tr(H)>  w  hum  lie  niav  expect  to  receive 
ttieful  iafurraation  relative  lu  his  dtparlmeut:  provided  aUvajii,  that  letters 
.to  the  ministers  of  the  United  Stiites,^  or  Aiaisters  of  foreigu  powers,  which 
have  a  direct  reference  to  traaties  or  coaventions  propeoed  to  bo  oftterad 
or  inetmctioiig  relative  theretOt  or  other  great  aatumel  ealjoeti*  gball 
be  siibmitted  to  the  inspection  and  receive  the  a|»probatifl|i  of  Coagreea  bi^ 
fore  the7  shall  be  transmitted : 

That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  forei  aifairs  correspond  with 
the  governors  or  presidents  of  ail  or  anj  of  the  United  States,  aftbrding 
thetn  such  iriformatiorj  from  his  department  as  may  be  usefu!  to  their  states 
or  to  the  United  States,  8talin;i  cumj>laints  that  may  have  been  urged  against 
the  government  of  any  of  the  said  states,  or  tlie  subjects  thereof,  by  the 
subjects  of  foreign  powers,  so  that  justice  may  be  <htne  agreeably  to  the  laws 
of  such  state,  or  the  cliarge  proved  to  be  grouiidle»s,  aud  liie  honor  of  tha 
government  vindicated : 

.  He  shall  receive4he  applicstioas  of  all  foreigners  relative  to  his  depart*' 
ment»  which  are  designea  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  advise.tha  moit 
in  which  tlie  memorialaand  evidence  shall  b6  stated  in  order  to  aCirdCon* 
gross  the  most  comprehenuve  view  of  the  sabject,  and  If  .ha  eonceivea  it 
necessary^  accompany  such  memorial  witli  his  report  thereon;  he  mnj  con- 
cert measures  with  the  ministers  or  officers  of  foreign  powers,  amicably 
to  procure  the  redress  of  private  injuries,  which  any  citizen  of  the  United 
btatCH  may  have  received  from  a  foreign  power  or  the  sviljjects  thereof,  making 
minutes  of  all  his  transactions  relative  theretOf  and  entering  the  icUccsat 
large  wiiich  have  passed  on  such  occasions: 

He  shall  report  on  all  cases  expressly  referred  to  him  for  that  purpose  by 
Congress,  and  uti  all  utUei2>  touching  lus  deparlmeut,  in  which  he  may  con- 
ceive it  necessary : 

,  And  that  he  may  acquire  that  intimaAa  knowledge  of  the  sontimants  of 
Congress,  which  is  necessary  for  his  direction,  he  may  at  all  times  attend 
upon  Congressi  and  shall  particularly  attend  when  summoned  or  ordered  \>f 
the  president  $ 

'  He  may  give  informatioii  to  Congress  respecting  hia  departmonty  enplain 

and  answer  objections  to  his  reports  when  under  consideration,  if  required 

by  a  member  and  no  objection  be  made  by  Conj:^ress  :  he  shall  answer  to 
snch  erujuiries  respectin^^  his  department  as  mav  be  put  from  tlie  chair  by 
order  of  Congress,  and  to  questions  stated  in  writing  about  matters  of  fact 
whidi  lie  withm  liis  knowledge,  when  put  by  the  president  at  the  reqoest  of 
a  member,  and  not  disapproved  ot  by  Compress;  the  answers  to  such  ques- 
tions may,  at  the  option  of  llie  becretary,  be  deliveied  by  liirn  in  waling : 
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He  shall  have  free  access  to  the  papers  and  records  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  custody  of  their  secretary,  or  in  the  offices  of  finance  and  war  or  else- 
where ;  he  may  be  furnished  with  €opie§^  or  take  extracta  tberel'roiii»  whea 
he  shall  find  it  necessary  : 

He  shall  use  means  to  obtain  from  the  ministers  and  agents  of  the  said 
United  States  in  foreign  countries,  an  abstract  of  their  present  state,  their 
commerce,  finances,  narai  and  military  strength,  and  the  characters  of  sov- 
mMS  ui4  «aiiten»  iiid  etery  other , political  iaformation  tvhiehinaybt 
wd&l  to  tiM  Uoltod  Steltt :  • 

All  IcMoff  to  oiffore^  powera»  letter*  of  omlooee,  pkiM-of  troitieo,  com* 
fftloai,  WDifeatoco,  instructioiia,  poisports,  safe  conducts,  and  other  odi 
of  Congress  retative  to  the  departinoiit  of  foreigo  aiklro»  when  the  substance 
thoraof  shall  have  been  pre? kwalj  agreed  to  in  Congress,  shall  be  redveodto 
form  in  the  office  of  foreign  aflars,  and  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
and  when  passed,  signed  and  attested,  aeot  to  the  offioe  of  foreign  affiiirB  to 
be  countersigned  and  forwarded. 

If  an  original  paper  is  of  such  a  nature  as  cannot  be  safely  transmitted 
without  cyphers,  a  copy  in  cvphers,  signed  by  the  secretary  for  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  shall  be  considered  as  authentic,  and  the  ministers 
of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  may  govern  theroselves  thereby  in  the 
liso  MMMr  as  if  the  orginMi  had  boei  tnmamlttid. 

And  ftrtho  hotter  oiecntioB  of  the  dvtloo  hereby  assigned  hiihy  ho  io  u- 
thorized  to  appoint  a  teorotaryy  and  one,  or  if  noceeaary,  OKire  clorka,  to 
aaabthim  in  the  business  of  hia  oAee. 

Resolvedf  That  the  salaries  annexed  to  this  department  shall  be  as  fbllowa: 

To  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  oepartrocnt  of  foreign  affaira; 
the  sum  of  4000  dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  expenses,  to  com- 
mence from  the  1st  dayot  October  last:  to  the  secretary  1000  dollars  per 
annum :  to  the  clerks  each  500  dollars  per  annum. 

Besolvedy  That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
each  of  the  persons  employed  under  him,  shall  take  an  oath  before  a  judge 
of  the  state  where  Congress  shall  sit,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  re« 
spective  trusts,  and  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States  before  they  enter 
upon  olfiee. 

BeaekM^  That  the  act  of  the  10th  day  of  Jannanr,  1781,  respecting  the 
department  of  foreign  affurs,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

SATURDAY,  February  23,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clark, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  19tA,  respecting  the  pay  of  John  Dur- 
ham Alvey,  be  re-considered : 

Resolved^  That  John  Durham  Alvey,  post-master  to  the  main  army,  be  al- 
lowed for  his  past  services  to  this  day,  the  sum  of  40  dollars  per  month  in  full 
of  all  allowances,  except  the  rations  of  forage  and  provisions  received  by 
him;  and  that  the  post-master  general  settle  liis  accounts  accordingly. 

On  the  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  the  6th  of  October^  1781,  from  Rooert  Smith,  agent  at  the  Havanna, 
so  fares  relates  to  the  sending  blank  commissions  to  be  filled  up  by  him  for 
the  purpose  of  commissioning  with  letters  of  marque  or  general  repriaab, 
mich  vessels  sailing Titim  the  Havanna  as  might  require  the  same : 

Besolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be,  and  hereby  is  directed 
to  inform  Robert  Smith,  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  do 
not  at  present  think  it  expedient  that  he  issue  any  letters  of  marque  or  of 
general  reprisals,  under  their  authority. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Cornell  and  Mr.  Bee,  to 
whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  18th  and  one  of  the  £Oth  of  February^ 
from  general  Washington,  having  delivered  in  a  report :  • 
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A  motion  was  Made  by  Mr.  MidiUotM^  Mcoaded  bj  Mr«  ToUair>  ia  tbe 

words  following : 

In  Older  to  prevent  future  controversy  upon  the  subject  of  exchange, 
that  Congress  who  represent  the  teelings  as  well  as  the  sense  of  the  union, 
do  declar  e  tliat  lieutenant-general  Charles  edi  l  Cornwaliis  ought  not  to  be 
exchangeil  by  composition  at  this  time,  not  from  any  apprehensions  of  his  in- 
Huence  or  s>upertur  abiltlies  ;  but  because  liiej  look  upon  him  not  in  the  li^lt 
of  a  Britisli  general,  but  a  barbarian.  In  proof  of  their  Justice  for  dassins 
kipi  in  so  degrading  a  predicameiit,  thejr  appeal  to  the  unpirtial  hiitoir  of 
Ihb  comImI  wiiig  bif  ofloimMMi  i»  the  eoiUheni*  and  midSile  atotoa*  where 
hit  progreas  majr  be  trased  by  blood  wantonly  spilt,  by  exoeetioDs  unwar- 
iMted  eten  by  miUtary  regulations,  and  by  the  indiscriniaate  plunder  oC 
the  profMTty  and  destruction  ot  the  habitatieiMi  of  the  widow  and  the  orphaa^ 
circumstances  disgraceful  to  the  arms  of  any  enlightened  people:  because 
he  has  f^overned  himself  solely  upon  the  priijciples  of  eastern  tyranny,  has 
broken  the  taith  of  treaty  solemnly  pledged  in  tlie  capitulation  of  Charleston, 
by  ordering  the  seizure  uf  the  properly  and  persons  of  the  capitulants,  by  the 
continenient  of  some  on  board  of  prison-siups,  the  transportation  of  others  to 
St.  Augustine,  and  the  banishment  of  their  wives  and  children :  because  he 
has  authorized  and  countenanced  the  inlistmentof  upwards  of  500  American 
soldiers  into  the  British  serrice*  or  rather  suffered  ttiem  to  be  compelled  by 
enelties  and  hard  usage  to  take  eras  ageinst  their  cotiatry)  end  in  BusQber- 
less  other  instaaces  has  infringed  every  rale  of  war.establiabed  among  civil- 
ized nations :  that  it  be  also  resolved,  that  unless  the  honorable  Henry  Lau- 
rens, esq.,  be  enlarged  within  months,  upon  his  parole  until  exchanged, 
the  commander  in  ofaief  be  directed  to  reoil  the  said  Charles  earl  Cornwal- 
iis :  that  unless  the  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  be  settled,  the 
arrearages  paid  up  and  security  given  for  their  future  maintenance,  the  Bri- 
tish prisoners  be  compelled  to  work£i»r  their  Uveiihoodt  or  otherwise  disposed 
of  for  the  public  benefit.'*  - 

On  this  the  previous  Question  was  moved  by  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  and 
seconded  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  :  and  on  the  question  to  ag;ree  to  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  and[  nays  being  required  by  Mi .  Midd!et(m, 


N^'Hampahirti  Mr.  livenuorc, 

Osg-ood,* 
WMde-Mand,   Mr.  Kllery, 

Coiitj^ 


Cmmecdcuty 


Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot,* 
CoudiCt, 


ay 

«y 

ay 

ay 

ay 


ay 

ay 


no 

ay 


div. 


ay>ay 
*yj 


Pmnsybofiia, 


Delaware. 
MitryUmdji 


Geoi 


Mr.  Montgomery, 

T.SaUfa, 
Clyawr, 

Atlce, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Tbsaxm, 

Ifr.  Madison, 
Bandolpb, 

Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee,  • 
Motte, 
Mr.  1  elfair, 
N.  W.  Jones^ 


no 


So  it  passed  in  tlie  afHrmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  C larky  seconded  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 
JResolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 

agree  to  the  exchange  of  lieutenant-general  earl  Cornwaliis  by  composition; 
provided  that  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  be  liberated,  and  proper 
assurances  obtained  that  all  accounts  for  the  support  of  the  convention  pri- 
soners and  all  other  prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  speedily  settled  and  discharged. 

MONDAT»  F«^ary  25,  ir82. 

Mr.  fianwel  Wharton,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended, 
and  took  his  seat 
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Oik  the  second  reading     wm  ordinance  for  amending  the  ordintnce,  ascer* 

taintng  what  captures  on  water  shall  be  lawful  ;  which  was  reported  bra 
committee  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Ellery,  to  wboa 
4ras  reierred  a  inemoriul  oi  the  men  himtn  and  traders  oi  li'bilftdeiphia 4 

The  foUowin2;para<>;ra|)h  bein;!^  under  debate,  viz. 

*•  That  no  ship  or  oLliei-  ves^sel  which  shall  have  sailed  from  any  port  or  plact 
inKurope,  not  belonging  to  the  king  ul  Great  Hritain,  oa  or  before  the— — 
next,  for  any  port  or  place  within  the  United  States,  not  in  possession  oC 
the  enemy,  eball  bt  liable  to  captttre  or  noksltCMU  mofolj  tar  btfug^ 
board  goods,  warn*  or  merchaMtae  of  the  |rowth»  prodact^  or  munUtSm 
'ni  0raat*BritaiD,  or  of  an  j  terrltwy  depeiraing  thoroon.** 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  MnFatridgOylklt 
the  blank  be  filled  with  the  worda,  "  first  day  of    i  v," 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 


div. 


Delaumre, 


}F.'ffampikire,  Mr.  Livermoie^ 
$ia»9aeMi»etl»t  Mr.  Patridge^ 

Osgt>oa, 

MhMk'Jtifmd,   Mr.  SMtry, 
€!imtcHeutt     Mr.  Law,  i 

WolcoC^  I 
ifem-Y^      Mr.  Scott,  i 

Floyd, 

J'^lno-Jmey^     Mr.  Clark,  ] 

BoQ^noC^  1 

Condjct, 
Pmmtjflwtmih  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

T.  Smith, 

Clymer, 

Adee^ 

So  it  fmssed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seeonded  by  Mr.  Wolcott«  thatflw 
blank  be  filled  up  with  the  words    fourteenth  day  of  ApHl 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


Mr.M<KeaQ, 

Dickinson, 
Wharton, 

Mr,  Htnawy 
Cairol^ 

Mr  J.Jiiiie% 
Madison, 
Randolph, 
Lee, 

Mr.HawkiM^ 

Mr.  MiddletoSb 

MoUe, 
Eveleigh, 
Mt.TelfiiSr, 


Mmaehmem,  Mr.Patrldge, 

<  ).sg'ood, 
Mhodd-hland^  Mr.  Ellcry, 
CmnKliouit    Mr*  Law, 

Wokott, 
Mw'Mk      Mr-  Scott, 

Floyd, 

^ew-Jcney,     Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinol^ 

Condirt, 

Feittu^lvtmia,  Mr.  Montgtjmcry, 

T.  Smith, 
Cfymer, 
Atlec^  ' 


N.-CarnUna^ 
S.'CaruUna, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  M*Keaii, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 

Ifr.  Hanion, 
Citroll, 

Ifr.  J.  Jones, 
JIadison, 
Bandolph, 

Mr,  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Mlddleton, 
Eveleigh, 
r. 


ay^ 

ay  vay 

St" 

V. 


no^ 
no 
no 

*7>* 


So  it  (lassed  jn  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  strike  out  the  following  claaw 

in  the  said  ordinance,  viz. 

♦*Thiit  where  vessels,  their  cargoes  or  any  part  th(»reof  belonging  to  any 
citizen  of  these  United  States,  sailing  or  being  within  the  body  of  a  county, 
or  \vi»}un  anv  river  or  arm  of  the  sea,  or  within  cannon  shot  «t  tlie  shore, 
shall  be  captured  bv  the  enemy,  and  shall  be  recaptured  below  higU-wAiei 
mark  by  another  citiaen  thereof,  restitution  shall  be  mude  to  tise  former  own- 
er upon  the  payment  oi  a  reanonable  salvajje,  not  exceeding  oae-tourth  Mit 
of  the  value,  no  regard  being  had  to  the  tim^  of  possession  of  the  enemy 

And  on  the  question,  shall  the  clsase  stand  ?  the  jeaa  and  nayi  being  re- 
qiuced  by  Mr*  M«Xyean> 


«  % 
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impskire.  Mi'.  Livcrmore^ 
J^ussachmetU,  Mr.  Palndg-e, 

Osgood, 

JKMc'Ialand,  Mr.  Ellety, 

Wolcott^ 
JkuhToiif,      Ur.  Scott, 

MkuhUrmSf     Mr.  c  l  t'rk, 

Boudinot, 
S^ameylvamat  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 


ay 

»y  J  ^ 

ay 

no?  «^ 
nor*' 

BO? 

noy 

no 
no 
ay) 


no 


no 


S,  Carolina, 


Mr.  Mr.  M^Kean, 
.  Dickiuson, 
Wharton, 
Mr.  Hansoti, 

CSUTOU, 

Mr.' J.  Jonea^ 
.  MadisoiH 

Randolp)]^ 

Lee, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

F.vcleigli, 
Me.  Telfair, 


So  it  passed  in  the  ne{i;ative. 

The  second  rrailiny;  beiQg  gone  through, 

Ordered,  That  the  ordiusace  be  read^  third  time  to-morrow* 

TUESDAY/  February  26,  1782.- 
The  ordinance  being  read  aUiiid  time^  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 


An  oidiiiaiiGe  fat  furiher  amending  the  ordinance  aflcertaining  what  eapturea  OQ  water 

shall  be  lawfuL 

Whereas  divers  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  several  of 
these  United  States,  nmy  have  sailed  on  voyages  to  Kurnpe,  before  the  pub- 
lication of  the  ordinance,  entitled  "  an  ordinance  ascertaining:  what  captures 
on  water  shall  be  lawful,"  where  tliey,  as  well  as  vessels  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  neutral  pcjwers,  may  have  laden  and  taken  on  board  m  promis- 
cuuus  cargoes,  guods,  wares,  and  mei  clumdises,  of  the  growth,  product,  or 
manufacture  of  Great- lirittiin,  or  of  some  of  the  dominions  or  territories 
thereon  depending,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  said  ordinance,  and  ma/ 
iMt  be  able  to  arrive  in  anj  of  the  ports  of  these  states,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March  next;  whereby  the  said  goods  may  become  liable  to  capture 
and  condemnation. 

For  remedy  whereof,  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gpress  assembled,  that  no  ship  or  other  vessel,  which  shall  have  sailed  from 
any  port  or  place  in  Europe,  not  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  on 
or  before  the  lOthday  of  April  next,  for  anj  port  or  place  within  the  United 
States,  not  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  shall  be  liable  to  capture  or  mo- 
lestation, merely  for  having;  on  board  goods,  wares,  or  other  merchandises 
of  the  growtl^  ]>ruduct  or  manuiacture  of  (ireat-firitain,  or  of  any  territory 
depending;  thereon. 


part 

within  _  ^   ,  _  _ 

cannon  shot  of  the  shore  of  any  of  these  states,  and  laden  with  the  produce 
of  the  country,  and  destined  for  a  port  or  place  within  these  Stiates,  not  ill 
possession  of  the  enemy,  shall  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  shall  be  re- 
captured below  hig^  water  mark,  by  another  citizen  thereof,  restitution  shall 
be  made  to  the  former  owner,  upon  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  salvage,  not 
exceeding;  one-fourth  part  of  the  value,  no  regard  being  had  to  the  time  of 
possession  of  the  enemy. 

And  be  it  fui  iher  ordained,  that  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  ordinance  at 
<»mes  within  the  purview  ot  this,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

Done  by  tite  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  &c.  &c.  / 

WEDNESDAY,  Fehruar^  ST,  irSd. 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd,  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiurs,  was  taken  into 
cebsideiatioii ;  and  thereupon, 
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JSetol/ved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  de- 
pArCment  of  foreign  aflfairs,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  settle  tire 

wages  of  the  two  personf?  who  have  hitherto  been  emplojred  as  secretaries  or 
clerks  in  his  oftice*  for  the  time  tbej  have  servedt  at  the  rate  of  750  deUait 

per  annum  each. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  letfcr,  touching  the  appointment  of 
twotinder  secretaries,  instead  ot  a  secretary,  be  committed. 

Oil  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr 
MoDtgomerj,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  November  iafti 
from  m  eecreteiT  for  Ibrei^  aikire,  relative  to  Mr.  John  Temple : 

RaoM^  That  the  preffiae&tfailbrm  the  govemerand  eomiieii  of  the  coei- 
monwealth  of  Massachvietti,  that  matters  of  piihKe  concern,  and  the  nro- 
eing  necessitjr  of  making  proTtsimi  for  the  enening  campaign,  hafe  hifnerto 
prevented  Congress  from  attending  to  a  sobject  which,  though  it  respects  an 
individuaU  maj  have  an  influence  on  the  public  afl&irs  of  these  Unitea  StatM. 

The  suspicions  and  jealousies  excited  by  Mr.  John  Temple's  return  to 
America  in  1778,  and  the  reports  currentfj  circulated  in  England  relative 
to  his  mission,  are  notorious.  The  time  and  manner  of  his  coming  toAme- 
rica,  as  well  as  the  person  accompanying  him,  who  is  now  resident  in  and  a 
subject  of  Great- Britain,  e;ave  great  force  to  the  suspicions  then  raised. 
These  suspicions,  instead  of  being  allayed,  were  increased  bj  Mr.  Temple's 
return  to  England,  and  b^  the  rumours  and  publications  respecting  his  inier- 
courae  and  conference  with  the  BriCfsh  mioistrj.  His  coming  again  to  Ame- 
rica without  explaining  his  views,  and  as  far  as  is  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
Congress,  without  any  leave  previouslr  obtained,  and  this  at  the  very  thne 
when  the  enemy  entertained  the  fond  nope  of  having  subdued  the  soathcm 
states,  cannot  iail  to  excite  new  jealousies^  and  a  saspicion  of  his  beiny  em* 
ployed  as  an  emissary  from  the  British  crown. 

That  the  president  further  infonn  the  governor  and  council  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  although  Mr.  Temple  was  the  bearer  of  ?ome  letters  from  thehon. 
John  Adams  at  Amsterdam,  yet  the  subject  of  the  letters  with  which  he  was 
entrusted,  and  of  those  which  Mr.  Adams  chose  to  send  at  the  same  time  br 
another  conveyance,  suiiiciently  evince  that  he  had  not  tlie  full  confidence 
of  that  minister,  and  that  the  fetter  which  Mr.  Adams  took  the  trf)uble  of 
writing  respecting  Mr.  Temple,  did  in  no  wise  account  for  his  past  coiuluct, 
or  explam  his  future  views  or  desi^rns.  And  therefbre,  as  the  United  Statefl 
ought  to  be  on  their  guard,  as  well  against  the  secret  arts  as  open  force  ^ 
their  subtle  and  inveterate  enemy,  that  it  is  the  inshbf  Congiress  that  the* 
executive  ot  Masi^chasetts  would  enquire  strictly  Into  the  conduct,  views, 
and  designs  of  Mr.  John  Temple,  and  if  they  are  not  fully  convinced  of  the 
uprightness  of  his  intentionsi  or  if  they  have  any  apprehensions  that  he  ha, 
in  his  visits  to  America,  been  countenanced  or  emplnjed  by,  or  has  acted  in 
concert  with  the  British  ministry  or  their  agents,  that  they  take  such  mea- 
sures respecting  him  as  may  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  injure  the  pause  of 
these  United  States. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  IStUirom  tlie  super- 
intendent of  finance  : 

Resolved,  That  five  commissioners  be  appointed  fortfie  settlement  efae* 
counts  under,  the  direction  of  the  snperintendent  of  the  finances,  namdy, 
one  for  tiie  quarter-masteir's  department,  one  for  the  commissary's  depart- 
ment, one  for  the  hospital  department,  one  for  the cIothier*s  department,  -Ami 
one  fdr  the  marine  department,  each  of  which  commissioners  shall  have  foil 
power  and  authority  to  liquidate  and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of  the  de- 
partments respectively  assi^ed  to  theoni  np  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
JirSlf  inclusive: 
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ,^1^^.— — 

That  the  Mptriatendeiit  of  fiaaooe  Im,  And  Im  it  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  appoint  the  said  five  commisalooers ;  and  that  he  report  the 
names  of  the  same  to  Congress,  in  order  ituU  thilj  m*^  di&approve  such  ap- 
pointment if  tliey  si  lal  I  tliink  proper: 

That  each  of  tiie  said  commissioners  be  allowed  one  clerk  for  his  assist- 
lAce  in  the  execution  uf  his  trust,  aad  in  case  more  should  be  fouod  neces- 
Wjy  that  he  be  auihoriz.td  to  add  such  number  as  the  superintendent  of 
VMlCtt  thai  I  approve: 

I^^Mit « talarj  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  aald  coiiimianoftin»  ftt  ikt  rato  iiC 
HOO  dollars  per  aaiiviii,  daring  the  tlaie  ia  which  he  shall  be^mplojed  in 
tte  duties  astined  ts  him)  sM  that  eadi  clerk  be  allowe(|  a  salary,  at  the 
rate  of  500  dollars  per  annasi  daring  ibf  tiaie  of  his  service,  to  be  in  fall  to 
^ftch  of  them  for  their  services  and  espeases : 

That  it  be  recomsseaded  te  the  ssTeral  Iqpslatares  of  the  states,  to  em- 
power the  said  commissioners  to  call  for  witnesses  and  examine  them  on  oath 
^t"  ii^flirmation  touching  such  accounts  as  are  respectively  assigned  to  them 
for  settlement ;  and  that  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  said  legislatures,  to 
make  provision  by  law  fur  the  speedy  and  effectual  recovery  from  indivi- 
duals of  debt^  due  and  edccts  Ueiongmi;  to  the  United  btales.  . 

FRin AY,  •VarcA  1,  im. 

_  On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Carroll, 
Patridge«  to  wbeai  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  Febraarjr  from 
^  secretary  for  foreign  affkirs : 

^€so(iffe«i,*That  so  mach  df  the  reaolatioas  of  the  ££d  of  February  last»  as 

authorizes  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  annex- 
'  es  to  that  office  the  salary  of  1000  dollars  per  annum,  be,  and  hereby  is  re* 
pealed ;  and  that  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be,  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  appoint,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  two  under  secretaries ; 
and  that  the  nrst  under  secretary  be  allowed  800  dollars  per  annum,  and  the 
Oecond  under  secretary  700  dollars  per  annum. 

The  grand  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Patridge,  Mr. 
Cornell,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Clytner,  Mr^  Rodnej, 
Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  liawkias,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Telfair, 
to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  sundry  papers  respecting  the 
inKabitsats  of  a  district  of  coantry  kaown  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hamp-, 
sbire  Orsnts,  together  with  a  represeatation  of  Seth  Sauth,  aad  a  letter  of 
the  SOth  of  January  from  Joaas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen,  hsviog  delivered  in  a* 
report,  and  the  following  paragraph  oein^  under  consideration,  viz. 

*'  That  in  esse  the  inhabitants  residing  within  the  limits  aforesud,  within 
one  calendar  month  from  the  delivery  of  a  certified  copy  of  these  resolutions 
by  the  coniinissioner  herein  after  Tiicntioned,  to  Thomas  Chittenden,  esq.  of 
the  town  of  Bennington,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  or  tVum  tlie  time  of  the 
said  commissioner's  leaving  such  certihed  copy  at  the  usual  place  of  resi- 
dence of  the  said  Thomas  Chittenden,  esq.  shall  by  some  authenticated  act 
recognize  the  last  above  described  boundaries  to  be  the  limUs  aad  extent  of 
their  claim,  both  of  jurisdiction  and  territory,  and  shall  accede  to  the  articles 
of  confederation  aad  perpetoal  ilaioo  betweeothe  states  of  New-Hampshire^ 
MamchasettSy  Rhoae-lslsnd  sail  Provideoce  Plsntations,  Coaaecticat. ' 
Kew-York,  New-Jersey,  PeaasyUaais,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia^ 
Nocth-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  agreed  to  in  Coagress  on 
tlie  15th  4ifl^  of  November^  1777;  and  shau  thereupon  appoint  delegates  in 
their  behalf,  with  full  powers,  instructions  and  positive  orders  immediately 
to  repair  to  Congress,  and  to  sign  the  said  articles  of  confederation,  and 
afterwards  tn' represent  then^  in  the  United  Stales  m  Coni;ress  assembled, 
their  said  delegates  shaU  be  admitted  to  aigu  the  same,  and  thereupon  the 
Vol.  III.  92 
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inhabitanU  of  (he  atnive  described  di8thct  «hall  be  acknowMge4  •  Um 

lovercign  and  itidepetiderit  stHte,  nnA  shall  be  ci^nsidered  as  a  cowyenilt 
part  of  the  federal  Pinion,  atid  entitled  to  the  arlvantaj^es  thereof." 

Amotion  was  nmde  bv  Mr.  Wolcott,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to  strike 
out  the  words  between  the  wordg  *' inhabitants  residing  within, and  the 
word  **  accede  ;"  and  in  Ilea  thereof  to  insert  •*  or  belonging  to  the  territory 
commonly  known  bj  the  name  of  the  New-Hampi^hire  Gritnts,  or  by  whatsoe- 
ver name  it  inajr  be  called,  west  of  CofinecUcut  river^and  to  the  eaatward  ef 
the  bottDdary  eondf  tianallj  gaanAlefd  bjr  the  ffMoliiti«i«r  thie  jMNb«f  Au^i 
Ust,  in  fkvouf  of  the  ttate  of  New-Tori." 

And  on  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  tiui  umnnimuU  tho  jmm  moA  ai^  bing 
foquired  bj  Mr*  Wolcott» 


JK<£foflipfAtre,  Mr.  Livermore^ 
MimaeMitett99  Mr.  Patrl  lg-e, 

Osgood, 

coraeilU 
^Sonn/KltUui^     ICr.  Law, 

Wolcot^ 

MwJmejf,      Ifr.  Clark, 

Boucliaott 
Condict, 

J^emu]fhanUi0  Mr.  Montgomery, 

T.mtht 
Atloe» 


no  y  • 

no  < 

no  3 


no 
no! 


Mr.  M|Kean, 

Dlckin«!nn, 
Wliarton, 
Marylatulf       Mr.  UanM>a 

CttroH, 

Virginii^        Mr.  J.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Le€^ 

X.-CaroUtm^    Mr.  Hawkini^ 
lS,'Car9linaf    Mr.  Middletoi^ 

Motte, 
Eveleigh, 
Q909gkk  Mr.  Telfair, 


\ 

€o  it  patted  in  the  negatire. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Scott,  seconded  by  Mr.  FIo?d,  to  ttrike 
Otitthe  whole  resolution.    And  on  the  question,  •hall  tbo  rOtoltttiOB  tttndl 

the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Floyd, 


Jf.'IIampihire,  Mr.  Livermorc, 

Osgood, 

Mln^Mmit  Mr.  Elleiy, 

C  timel^ 
.Cotwecticut,     Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
AW-Mb,     Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 

JfktHkmih     Mr-  l^iark, 

Boudinot, 
^ondtct,  ^  _ 

.fmnsjfkmiap  Mr.  Montgomery,  ay  "J 

T.Smith,  ayv-ay 
Atlec,  no  J 


Delaware^ 


X.'Carnhnat 


Mr.  M«Kean, 
I^ckinson, 

•  WhactOBt 

Mr.  Hanaom. 

CaTTO?!, 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Madison, 

Lee, 
^Ir.  Haukins, 
Ml'.  MiddlctoOj 
Motte, 
Eveleigk, 
Mr.  TeHair, 


ne" 


no. 


80  the  qtipstion  was  lost. 

A  motiuu  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr*  Atlee^  that  ikt 
rebt  of  the  report  be  committed  ;  which  is  as  follows  : 

Congress  having  resoiwd  on  the  fth  day  of  August  last,  that  in  ca&e  tliev 
rfiould  recognize  the  Independence  of  the  people  of  Vertnont,  they  wmm 
oonnider  all  the  landt  belongii^  to  New-Hanpthlre  and  Now-York,  reepec- 
livety,  lying  without  the  llniitt  of  yermont*  aioretaid,  «t  oonillig  witbhi  die 
aratuai  guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and 
that  the  United  Statet  will  accordingly  girarantce  tvch  lands  and  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  tame,  against  any  claim  or  encroachnrntt  from  tb^  inhabi- 
tants of  Vermont  aforesaid  ;  and  Congrress  havinp:,  on  the  20th  day  of  the 
aame  month,  required  as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  their  reco^tii^icD 
of  the  independence  of  the  people  inhabit! ti^  the  territory  aforesaul,  and 
t^eir  adpiiiftioa  into  iia^  taderai  tta^o»  the  expUcit  raiuiqitiiUmeoit  of  aU  de* 
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tnands  of  UmW  or  jiiriadtetson  on  the  east  side  of  the  we^t  baok  of  Coonec* 
ticut  river,  and  on  the  west  side  of  begponing  at  the  north-west  corner 
of  the  state  of  MaMachuHetts,  thence  running  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's 
river  yo  fjir  as  the  said  river  runs  north  easterly  in  its  j^enera!  course;  thence 
by  the  west  hounfls  of  the  townships,  granted  hy  ttie  late  governnit  nt  of 
New-Haiiipsljue,  to  the  river  running  from  feouthbay  to  Lake  Chuiufjlain  | 
mence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake  (  hainplain  ;  thence  along  the  waters  of 
•Ake  Chaniplain  to  the  latitude  of  (orl) -five  degrees  iioi  ih,  excepting  a  neck 
between  Missiskoy-Bay  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Chainptain.  And 
roe  people  inhabiting  the  territory  aforesaid,  not  having  as  yet  made  the  re* 
mquialMiiQiit  nfwnamd  as  above  required,  and  attempting  since  the  date  of 
the  above  resolutions  to  eitend  and  establish  their  jurisdiction  over  part  o( 
the  Uoils  s:uaraateed  to  the  statei|of  New-York  and  New  Hampshire  above* 
;  and  it  being  indispensably  necessary  to  bring  all  disputes  respecting 
the  juriKdtctioB  of  tbe  people  residiag  within  the  territory  aforesaid  to  a 
apeedy  issue; 

Remlvedt  That  the  district  of  territory^  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  New-Hamp*ihirp  Grants,  hy  whatsoever  name  it  may  be  called,  is  and 
•Hall  bt*  bounded  westward  by  a  line  betritming  at  the  tKirth-vvest  coiner  of 
«je  state  of  Massachusetts  ;  thence  rujiaing  northward  twenty  miles  east  of 
tlttdsoii's  river,  so  lar  as  the  said  river  runs  north -easterly  in  its  gexiera] 
^^rie  ;  thence  to  the  west  boundary  line  of  the  townships  granted  by  the 
l&te  government  of  New- Hampshire ;  thence  northward  along  Uie  said  west 
boundary  line,  to  the  river  running  from  Sonthbay  to  Lake  Charoplun ; 
thence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake  Champlain;  thence  alone  the  waters  of 
Lake  Champlain  to  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north,  including  a  neck  of 
land  between  the  Missiskoy^Bayand  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain;  thence  it 
shall  be  bounded  north  by  latituoe  forty-five  degrees  north, and  eastward  by  the 
West  b^ank  of  Connecticut  river,  fron»  forty  five  decrees  north  to  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  south  waid  by  the  said 
liorthecn  boundary  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  from  the  saiil  west  bank  of 
Connecticut  river,  to  the  north-west  corner  of  Massachusetts  above  mentioned* 
Hesolved^  £Here  followed  the  resolution  which  was  struck  out.] 
Resolved,  That  in  case  the  said  inhabitants,  within  the  above-described 
district*  do  not  desist  from  attempting  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
lands  nuaraoteed  to  New-Hampsbire  and  New-Tork  as  aforesatdt.aod  shall 
not,  within  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid*  complj  with  the  terms  specified 
in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  Congress  will  consider  such  nt  <;]ccter  refii* 
sal  as  a  mainifest  indication  of  designs  hostile  to  these  United  States,  and 
that  all  the  pretensions  and  applications  of  the  said  iohajt^itants,  heretofore 
made  for  admission  into  the  federal  union,  were  fallacious  and  delusive  ;  and 
that  thereupon  the  forces  of  these  states  shall  be  employed  against  the  said 
inhabitants  within  the  district  aforesaid,  and  Congress  will  consider  all 
the  iaiida  wiiiiin  the  said  tei  ritoi  y  to  the  eastward  01  a  line  drawn  along  tfie 
summit  of  a  ridge  of  mountains  or  heights  of  land,  extemJuig;  from  souifi  to 
-norths  throughout  Uie  suid  territory,  between  Connecticut  river  on  the  east^ 
and  Hndson's  river  and  Lake  Champlain  on  the  west,  as  guaranteed  to 
New-Hampshire  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  all  the  lands  witbia 
the  said  territory  to  the  weatwaid  of  the  said  line  as  goaranteed  to  New<- 
York  under  the  articles  of  confederation :  provided  always,  that  Congreaa 
will  consider  any  other  partition,  which  shall,  hereafter,  by  an  agreement 
between  the  legislatures  oi  New-Hampshire  and  New-York,  bema^e  between 
their  respective  states,  concerning  the  territory  aforesaid,  as  guaranteed  to 
,  tlieiri  according  to  such  agreement,  savirifr,  in  either  case,  all  rin;ht8  accruing 
to  t!ic  state  of  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  state  under  the  articles  of  con- 
.f64e(at>on  a£itfe«aid  f.a^U  ^ovM^d  aiw^yi^  thai  £iir  the  more  eifectuaiijr 
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quieting  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  the  said  states  of  New- 
Hampshire  and  Ncw-Ycirlc  respectively,  shall  pas?  arts  of  indemnity  and 
oblivion,  in  favour  of  all  such  persons  as  have  at  any  time  previous  to  the 
passing  of  such  acts,  acted  under  the  authority  of  Vermont  so  called,  in  any 
manner  whatsoever,  upon  such  persons  submitting  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
said  states  respectively  :  and  provided  always,  ifa\t  the  said  states  of  New- 
York  and  New-Hampshire,  t espectiveiy ,  do  pa^s  acts  confirming  and  estab- 
Ushioe  the  titles  of  all  persona  whatever,  to  such  lands  as  they  do  now 
actaaUj  occupy  and  pOBeess  within  the  limits  of  the  district  aforesaid,  under 
whatever  title  the  same  suij  be  held>  either  from  New-Yorlc,  New-Haoip* 
shire  or  Vermont  so  called :  and  also^  for  confirming  and  establishing  the 
titles  of  all  nersons  whatever,  (o  such  lands  within  the  district  aforesaid^ 
as  they  may  he  entitled  to  under  grants  from  New-York,  New-Hampshire 
or  Vermont  so  called,  according  to  the  propriety  of  such  grants  in  point  of 
time,  excepting  in  such  cases  where  the  lands  are  iYi  the  actual  occupancy 
and  possession  of  the  claimants,  as  mentioned  in  the  proviso  above  said.  But 
inasmuch  as  some  persons  claiming  in  right  of  grants  made  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  district  or  territory  called  Vermont,  and  not  actually  occupying  the 
same,  may  be  deprived  thereof  by  the  interference  of  other  prior  grants : 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  partition  aforesaid  thall  take  place,  any  person 
daiaiing  and  denrived  as  aioresaid»  his  or  her  ass^ne^  or  reprbsentatir^ 
diaU  receive  fall  oompenmtion  in  lands  or  otherwise,  to  be  provided  bj 
Congress. 

Resolved^  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  reeonbiended  to  the  states 
of  New- Hampshire  and  New -York  respectively,  to  pass  acts  of  oblivion  and 
indemnity,  in  fkvor  of  all  such  persons,'residing  without  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict above  described,  who  shrill  heretofore  have  taken  part  with  the  inhabi- 
tants residing  within  the  same,  aL;ainst  the  g»vernment3  of  either  of  those 
states,  upon  such  persons,  quietly  and  peaceably  submitting  themselves  to  the 
government  and  jurisdiction  of  such  state  respectively,  to  which  they  beiong. 

Resolved,  T^Kdit  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  inhabitants  resid- 
ing within  the  district  aforesaid,  to  comply  with  the  terms  prescribed  in  the 
resMations  aforesaid,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  these  United 
Statesy  do  wHhont  delay  or  Inrtfaer  order  carry  these  resointions  as  far  as 
ihej  respect  his  department  into  foil  execution. 

Jtesolved,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  these  United 
States,  whose  dutj  it  shall  be  iromediatel  v  to  repair  to  the  district  aforesaid, 
and  deliver  a  certified  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Thomas  Chittenden,  esq. 
of  the  town  of  Bennington  aforesaid,  or  leave  such  copy  at  his  usual  place 
of  residence ;  and  also  to  enforce  on  the  inhabitants  ot  the  said  district,  the 
necessity  of  their  complying  without  delay  with  the  terms  above  prescribed 
by  Congress,  or  submitting  themselves  peaceably  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
states  of  New- Hampshire  and  New- York,  agi  eenblv  to  the  above  resolutions. 

On  the  i^ucstion  lor  committing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Boudinot, 


N.'Hamp^re,  >Ir.  Livermore, 
Maaiacfauettff  Mr.  Oigood, 
'         '  llr.Encr>', 

Cornell, 


Cwfmecticutf 
JHeuhTmlt, 


Mr.  Law, 

Wolicot^ 
Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Clarl^ 

Bouduist^ 

CondkL 


no 
no 

no 

ay 


|div. 

Sol- 
ay^ay 


Atlee, 

BelaUMgrtt       Mr.  M«Kean, 

Dickiason, 

Mar^landt      Mr.  Haiisoo, 

OanoOt  ' 
Virinnia,  Mr«Jone% 

MhdiMa^ 
BMidoIpl]^ 

Lee, 

\N,'Cwroiina,    Mr.  Hawking 


.  ay"! 

ay  3 

ay  Cay 
ay3 

ayj 

my 
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6L-€M^  -  IfeKMiddktiia^  mo-y  [Getr^  •    Mr.  Telfair,  ^Inn 

,  Bee»  ■»LfM»  I  N.W. Jones,  noi 

Motte,  nof"**  I 

Eveleigh,  noj  .(  . 

So  the  qtwstioii  was  iott.  ... 

MONDAY,  March  4.  1782.  "  ' 

On  a  report  ( r  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ijee,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  BeC5 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the'  2.7ih  of  Februarj,  from  the  secretarj 
for  foreign  affairs : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  foi  foreign  alfairs  have  permission  to  be  ab- 
sent from  the  public  service,  for  the  time  requested  in  his  letter  of  the  '^Zih. 
of  February  last. 

WEDNESDAY,  JIarch  6,  1782. 

On  a  report  from  the  war  office,  on  a  memorial  of  Peter  Gansevoort,  esq* 
late  a  colonel  of  the  New-York  line,  in  the  service  of  the  Ignited  States : 

Resolved,  That  ccUonel  Gansevoort  be  informed  that  although  Conp:ress 
have  a  high  sense  of  his  militaiy  abilities  and  courage,  particularly  di«4played 
in  the  defence  of  Fort  Schuyler,  in  1777,  ftt  H  if  in||ractieaMe  with  the 
present  anrangsnent  of  the  armj,  to  reinstate  bins  therein,  without  manifest 
mjury  to  other  officei%  he  hamg  been  deranged  as  a  junior  colonel  of  that 
lt«e,  and  his  reaiment  incorporated  agreeably  to  the  pnndples  prescribed  lit 
the  rescdition  o?  Congress  of  the  3d  and  Slst  of  October,  1780. 

'  •  THURSDAY,  March  7,  1782. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  uf  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  Scotti 
to  whom  were  referred  two  letters  from  the  secretary  for  foreig;n  aflfairs, 
enclosing  a  memorial  iVom  the  honorable  the  minister  of  France  aud  sundry 
papers  relative  to  the  case  of  the.  ship  Rsaolvtlon'a  cargo,  part  of  which  was 
adjudged  lawful  prize  br  the  sentence  of  the  eonrt  of  appeals;  and  the  tam 
of  the  brig  Eersten  and  her  cargo,  which  was  also  adjudged  lawfhl  prize/  by 
th«^said  court: 

Resolved^  That  where  sentence  hath  been  or  shall  be  given  in  the  court  of 
appeals,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  of  the  said  court  in  his  diaeretion  upon  . 
new  matter  shewn,  to  stay  execution  so  long  as  nay  seem  necessarj,  not 
exceeding  the  1st  day  of  their  next  aession. 

FRIDAY,  Mardi  8, 1782. 

Oh  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery^  Mr.  Cornell 
and  Mr.  Mot^,  to  whom  was  referred,  a  report  from  the  war  office,  oo  a  me« 
morial  of  James  Elliot  s 

JZesofoec^  Jhat  captain  James  Elliot  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  an 
assistant  geographer  to  the  United  States,  and  that  his  pay  be  two  dollars  and 
one  ration  per  daj^;  and  that  this  allowance  be  jconsulered  in  full  for  all 
claims  tliat  the  said  captain  James  Elliot  may  have  on  the  United  States  for 
half  pay,  (jr  any  uther  emolument  after  the  war,  agreeably  to  his  proposaL 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randolph  have  leave  of  absence. 

MONDAY,  MtA  11,  1782. 

On  A  renort  of  a  committeOt  consistinff  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Oseood 
and  Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Tetter  of  the  27th  of  Febmary,  tron^ 

Ae  post-master  general ; 

Resolved^  That  John  Dariiam  Alvey,  appointed  by  the  post-master  eenaral 
with  the  main  army,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  entitled  to  receive  from  the  pay- 
master general,  on  a  warrant  from  the  commander  in  chief,  the  sum  oi  35 
dollars  per  month  for  his  services,  and  that  he  shall  also  be  entitled  to  one 
ration  per  day; 
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The  said  committee  ba%'in£  reported  an  ordinatice  for  re{i;iilatinf^  the  post- 
office,  lite  8aiTie>wa».read  *  arst  Uaie«,«nd  Xiiursdaj  next  was  asatgaed  (or  a 
tecond  reading, 

Thti  connnittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  T^ee,  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Bee.  to  whom 
waa  referred  a  leller  uf  the  2GLii  of  Februarj,  irtitu  the  ^ecretar^  for  foreiga 
tffaira,  reports 

^  That  the  BeereUr  j  for  foreigii  afikirt  ihoiild  be  directed  to  draw  nj^  % 
memerial,  on  the  subject  of  the  prize  moaej  due  to  the  oficereand  crewi  of 

the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  the  Alliance  frigate,  in  the  haodi  of  theaiev 
le  Raj  de  Cbamaoiit  in  Paris,  and  to  requett  of  the  minister  of  France  to 
transmit  the  same  with  the  vouchers  to  BUpport  it,  to  his  court ;  and  obtaui 
the  interposition  of  his  court  tottave  immediate  justice  done  to  the  claimants, 

by  the  payment  of  the  prize  tnnnev  into  the  hand?  of  the  consul-genera!  of 
these  United  States  in  France,  tor  the  use  of  and  to  be  distributed  among  (lie 
said  officers  aud  crews,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  secretary  for  foreign  aftairs  do  write  to  ihe  consul  of 
the  United  States  in  France,  tu  ex^rt  himself  in  obtaimug  justice  lor  the 
claimants.'* 

On  the  question^  Congress  agreed  to  the  said  ffOMirt. 
The  ceanButteot  consistuw  of  Mr.  Beadinot,  llr.  Wekett  aod  Mr«  Ak- 
trtdge»  to  whom  waa  refecved  a  petition  of  the  Stoehbridge  or  Riioe  Indiaaag 

delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  oi  the  River  or  Stockbridge  Indians,  dated  Ite 
S8Ui  of  February,  1782,  presented  to  Congress  by  Asa  uoogless,  their  af^n^ 
be  referred  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New-York;  and  that  it  be  re- 
commended to  tfiein  to  fiear  the  said  petitioners,  and  fully  enquire  into  the 
matters  by  them  stated  in  their  said  petition;  and  that  the  said  legislature 
do  thisrcoo  what  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable  and  just  in  the  premiaea*  - 

THURSDAY,  March  14.  17S8. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolpli,  Mr.  Clark  and 
Mr.  Bllery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  on  a  letter  of  the  4tk  tram  eotoaei 

Pickering,  quarter-maalf  r  general : 

Muolved,  That  so  touch  of  the  resolution  of  the  SOth  of  Ooteber,  1780«  aa 
conttnnes  to  major-general  Greene  -the  power  which  had  been  given  to  ma* 

jor-^cn.  G;ites  by  a  resolution  of  the  14th  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  of  ap- 
pointing tkie  officers  in  the  quarter- master  general's  department  lor  the  sonth* 

ern  army,be  repealed. 

The  re8olutit)ns  of  the  15th  of  July,  1780,  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  one  de[)iity  (tuarter-master  only  for  a  separate  armj,  and  the  southern 
services  re^uirint^  an  addiiional  one: 

V  Buolwdt  That  the  quarter-master  general  be,  and  he  is  herebr,  anthorix- 
ed  to  apnoint,  out  of  the  Hoe  of  the  armj,  an  additional  depatj  oiiarter-niaa- 
tor  for  tne  southern  army»  who  shall  be  subordinate  to  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  other  deputy  quartet-master  for  the  said  armj,  and  whose  paj 
shall  be  the  same  with  that  il  lowed  to  the  deputy  qnarler-masterby  theame* 
said  resolutions  of  the  |5thof  July,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  principal  deputy  quarter-master  to  the  southern  army 
be  allowed,  during  actual  service,  75  dollars  per  month,  and  four  rations  per 
day,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  subsistence  as  an  officer  in  the  iioe*  until  the 
further  order  of  Con^^ress. 

Resolved^  That  tire  officer  who  has  conducted  the  quarter- master  gene- 
ral's department  in  the  southern  aniiy,  since  gen.  Greene  has  had  the  coni- 
tnand  tliereut,  be  allowed  for  his  past  services  the  same  emoluments  with 
th  ise  granted  to  the  principal  deputy  quarler-ina&ter  in  the  preceding  ro» 
solution. 
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On  the  question  for  agrpeing  to  a))t)w  the  sum  of  75  doilM  per  01011^1  to 
tkepriacipal  deputy  qtiarter-inaster  to  the  southern  armjfy  ^ 
The  jeasand  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Clark, 


MaMOthutUtt  Mr.  Patvidg^ 

Oigood, 

BkdfJAmd,  Mr-Elfcay* 

Cornell^ 

QmnecUattt    Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott^ 

HkmJmwti^  i   Mr.  Clark, 

BoucUnot, 
Condict. 

itemwteiai^  Mr.  Mon^ta^i 

'  *  CU-mer, 
Atiee, 


Ftrgima, 


Ifr.  M<Kean, 
Dickinson, 

Hrhartoiv 

lb.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Madison, 
BiiidQ^il^ 
Lee, 

Mr.  Bee, 
Motte, 
Evelcigfk, 

Mr.  Telfair, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  lecoiided  bj  Mr.  CmMltc^  to  add  tot 
the  foregoing  resolutions  as  follows  : 

And  wliereas  the  business  ol  the  quarter-master  general  being  conside- 
rably lessened  by  the  preHeiU  nko<le  ot  supplying  the  army  in  general  by  con*^ 
tract,  and  it  being  at  all  times  proper  to  establiffi  the  pay  and  emolumeuu  of 
ofll€«ra,  as  near  as  possible  proportiooed  to  their  ranks  and  senriees : 

^  kaohftd.  That  for  the  above  reasons,  the  pay  and  allowance  of  the  quar- 
Itr-masUsr  jKsnenil  be  reduced  from  949d  dollars  per  annum*  and  rations  and 
mil  other  allowances  estimated  at  1904  dollars  per  annum, -to  the  same  pajr 
mti  allowance  in  future  of  a  major-general.'' 

On  this  motion  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  state  of  ConnectI- 
cnt,  seconded  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  t9 
the  previous  quention,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Clarkt 


Mr.  M<Kean, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 


Carroll, 
Mr.^  Madison, 

Kandolpb, 

Lee, 
Ifr.  Middleton, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

X.  W.  Jones, 


Jiauttchmett^,  i^f.  Patridge,        ay  }  Delaware, 

0»eood, 

Mti^Aland,  Ifr.  Elfeiy,  '  „ 

Cornel],'        ay  5*^  Matgkmd, 
HmmcHauh    Mr.  Law,  *yJ  av 

Jicw-Torkf       Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 

Mr.  Clark, 

BoiKlinot, 

Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

T.  Smith,  , 
Clymer,  »v  i  *y 

Atlec, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aliirniatjve.  '  ' 

TUfiSOAY*  4f«rcft  1%  178£. 

The  sscretnrf  aft  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memoiisl  of  lieut  Powers, 
late  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,  deliTered  in  a  rei)ort ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  comptroller  ailjust  the  account  of  lieut.  Alexander 
Powers,  late  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers, for  pay  up  to  the  Slst  of 
Mav  last,  it  appearing  from  a  certificate  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the' 
regiment,  that  he  tlid  duty  therein,  and  was  not  officially  notiEedof  hisdis« 
mission  from  the  service  until  that  time. 

On  a  report  uf  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mont^omerv,  Mr.  Wolcott, 
and  Mr.  bcott,  appointed  to  prepare  a  reconimendattoii  to  the  several  States^ 
to  set  apart  a  day  of  huuuliation,  fasting,  and  prayer: 

Cougre^b  agreed  to  the  followia^  prociaination ; 
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IK,      ■"  ■  ■    1  ■  ■  ■  ■-  -  —  

The  goodness  of  the  Supreme  Beinfr  to  all  his  rational  creatures,  demands 
their  acknowledgments  ot  gratitude  "and  love;  his  absolute  government  of 
this  world  dictates,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  everj  nation  and  people  ar- 
-dently  to  supplicate  his  favor  and  implore  his  protection. 

\\  ]\en  the  Inst  of  dominion  or  lawless  ambition  excites  arbitrary  power 
to  invade  the  rights,  or  endeavor  to  wrest  from  a  people  tb^r  sacrea  ftB^  itt- 
yaluable  privileges,  and  compels  them,  in  d^ence  of  the  same,  te  eacouBter 
ftll  ^e  lionrn  and  calamities  of  a  bloodj  and  yindicdve  war ;  ^en  is  that 
people  loudly  called  upon  to  fif  nntio  that  God  for  protection,  who  hears  the 
cries  of  the  distressed,  and  will  not  tnm  a  deaf  ear  to  the  suppiteatioii  of 
^e  oppressed. 

Great-Britan,  hitherto  left  to  infatuated  councils,  and  to  pursue  measures 
repugnant  to  her  own  interest,  and  distressing  to  this  country,  still  persists 
in  the  de8?j;;n  of  siibju«:ating  these  United  States;  which  will  compel  us  into 
another  active  and  ppi  liLips  bloody  campai2;n. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  therefore,  taking  into  conside* 
ration  our  present  situation,  our  multiplied  transgressions  of  the  holy  laws 
of  our  God,  and  his  past  acts  of  kindness  and  goodness  towards  us,  whkh 
we  ought  to  record  witli  the  liveliest  gratitude,  think  it  their  indispeiieaWe 
duty  to  call  upon  the  several  stsites,  to  set  apart  Hie  last  Thersdaj  m  April 
next,  asadaj  of  fasting  haniltation  and  prayer»that  our  joint  supplications 
may  then  ascend  to  theThrone  of  the  Rnler  of  the  Universe,  beseechmg  Hua  to 
diwiee  a  spirit  of  uniyersal  reformation  acnengall  ranks  and  degrees  of  our 
citizens;  and  make  us  a  holy,  that  so  we  may  be  a  happy  people  ;  that 
it  would  please  Uim  to  impart  wisdom,  integritjr  and  unanimity  to  our  coun- 
sellors ;  to  bless  and  prosper  the  reign  of  our  illustrious  ally,  and  give  suc- 
cess to  his  arms  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  human  nature ;  that 
He  would  smile  unon  our  military  arrangements  by  land  and  Sea ;  adminis- 
ter comfort  and  consolation  to  our  prisoners  in  a  cruel  captivity  ;  protect  tiie 
health  and  life  of  our  commander  in  chief ;  grant  us  victory  over  our  enemies  | 
establish  peace  in  all  our  borders,  and  aive  happiness  to  all  our  inhahitapts ; 
that  he  would  prosper  the  labor  of  the  nusbanaman,  making  the  eartfi  jWd 
its  increase  in  abundance,  and  give  a  proper  season  for  the  in^thering  wt  the 
fruits  thereof;  that  He  would  grant  success  to  all  engaged  m  lawful  trade 
and  commerce^and  take  under  his  guardianship  all  schools  and  seminaries 
of  learning,  and  naake  them  nurseries  of  virtue  and  piety;  that  He  would 
incline  the  hearts  of  all  men  to  peace,  and  fill  them  with  universal  chanty 
and  benevolencoy  and  tUat  the  religion  of  our  Divine  Redeemer,  with  ail  its 
benign  influences,  may  cover  thie  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  seas  ^ 

Done  bv  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  &c.&c. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Madison, 
and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  committed  a  report  on  a  letter  ol  tiie  ^Jth  of 
February  from  col.  T.  Pickering,  quarter-master  general :  ^  - 

It  being  represente<l  to  Congress,  that  iu  coiihequence  of  an  opinion  en* 
tertained  by  individuals,  with  whom  debts  have  been  contracted  by  officers 
and  servantsof  the  United  States,  for  supplies  furnished  and  services  rendered 
to  the  said  states,  that  the  said  officers  and  servants  were  nersonally  liable 
therefor,  divers  suits  have  been,  and  others  probablj  will  be,  institttted, 
whereby  such  officers  and  servants  may  be  exposed  to  great  trouble  and  ex- 
nense,  in  cases  where  the  failure  to  dischai^ge  tlieir  contracts  hath  proceeded 
trom  the  deficieacj  of  the  advances  received  by  them,  from  the  public  trea- 
sury;  and  Congress  ha^nng  by  their  resoluhon  of  the  Sd  of  November  last, 
provided  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  (or  su[)[)lies  and  services  aiforded 
to  the  United  States,  by  resolving  to  accept  the  same  irom  the  stairs  |>ro- 
ducmg  them,  in  payment  of  balances  due  on  former  requisitions;  aud  l>v 
subsequent  reioiutions  having  directed  the  appointment  of  cuuiunssioners 
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for  iiqujdatiiig  and  ssottlii^g  all  such  cerrtticates,  and  other  demands  ai»;a*mst 
the  United  States,  as  aUo  commissiotiers  for  settling  finally  the  accouiiis  of 
the  atoresaid  officers  and  servants,  whereby  it  will  appear  in  what  cases  non- 
pajj^metitft  of  the  debts  contracted  by  them  hath  proceeded  froiA  iiusappU- 
caHon  of  public  fnouejs  advanced  to  them  ;  and  Congress  having  moreo(ver 
>|>c<iiaiiiended  to  the  several  legislatures  to  make  the  necessary  provision  for 
the  speedy  and  effectiul  recoverv  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  all  ba- 
mnces  which  shall  be  found  doe  from  such  officers  and  servant^ : 

^^hf^9  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is^  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states,  to  make  suitalue  provision  for  staying  all  suits  whicK  . 
nave  been  brought  and  preventing  future  suits  by  inclividuals  against  the 
aforesaid  officers  and  servants,  for  debts  contracted  bjr  them  for  SjoppUet 
furnished  or  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  : 

Provided  always,  that  nothin^jin  this  resolution  contained,  shall  be  con» 
Strued  to  imply  an  opinion  in  Congress,  tliat  the  aforesaid  officers  and  ser- 
vants of  these  United  States,  are  personally  liable  for  any  debts  contraeted 
by  them  tor  the  use  and  bene&t  of  the  said  states* 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  at  war,  -  - 

Jf'^'^^  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  September, 
«/ oO»  as  establishes  the  pay  and  rationf  of  the  regimental  surgeons  and  their 
mates,  fansi  and  Hereby  is,  repealed : 

That  in  future  the  pay, of  a  regimeojtal  suifeon  Aall  be  59  dollars  per 
nionth,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  draw  three  rations  per  day,  and  forage, as 
heretofore ;  and  that  the  pay  of  a  regiroeptal  surgeon^  nutte  be  in  ftttui:^40 
aoUars  |)er  month,  and  he  be  entitled  to  two  ratiods per  d4j« 

C/riiere«^  That  Mr.  Hawkins  have  leave  of  absence. 

WIBDNBSDAT,  Mm-i^  20. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  informing,  that  he 
pf^Roses  to  set  out  for  the  army  on  the  North  river ;  Whereuppn, 

MesoCvei,  That  he  be  informeik  that  Congress  will  admit  him  to  an  au- 
'■*""'5e  of ,  leave,  to-morrow  at  half  after  ten.  • 


,  '  FRIDAY,  Mmrh  22,  1782, 

The  committee,  rnnsistiitii  nf  Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom 
Were  referred  a  letter  of  the  21st  of  February,  from  brij^adier-general 
Moultrie,  and  a  motion  respecting  brigadier-general  Knox,  report, 

That  they  have  considered  the  same,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  request 
w  general  Moultrie  is  reasonable  and  (m^\t  to  be  granted,  and  they 
are  the  more  confirmed  of  its  propriety,  when  they  consider  the  contents 
of  president  Hancock's  letter  of  the  of  July,  1776,  and  president 
Jay»8  letter  of  the  15th  of  May,  1779^  and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  iath 
of  the  same  month,  therefore  they  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolntion: 

That  brigadier-general  Moultrie  be,  and  hereby  is  promoted'totiie  rank  of 
a  major-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  take  rsnkas  soch  fcotft 
the  14th  day  of  November,  1781. 

Th(-  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  motion  respecting  the  promo- 
tion ot  briji;adier-general  ICnos«  is  founded  on  just  principles,  and  report  the 
same  as  their  opinion^  namely, 

Brigadier-general  Knox,  commanding-officer  of  the  artillcrv,  being  re- 
commended by  the  commander  in  chief  by  his  letter  of  the  Slit  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  to.be  appointed  a  major-genera!  in  the  armv  of  the  United  States, 
on  aicconnt  of  His  special  merit  and  particularly  for  ins  good  conduct  at  the 
si^ee  of  Yorktown^  in  the  sta^teof  Ylcginta : 

_llesolved,  That  brigadter-^neral  Knoc  be,  and  he  is  hereby  promoted  to 
flie.rank  pf  maior-general  in  the  line  of  the  army,  and  that  he  take  rink 
flbom  ttie  15tb  day  of  NtifMber  last. 
Vol.  111^  9S 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Scott,  seconiled  bj  Mr. Motte,  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  be  po^tpooeU,  in  order  to  make  waj  for  tbe  follow* 
iug  resolution  : 

That  brijradiers-general  James  Clinton,  William  Moultrie,  Laughliii 
Sl'Intosh,  and  Henry  Knox,  he  promoted  totiie  rank  of  majors-i^eneral." 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  jeas  and  oa^s  being  required  by  Mr. 
Scott. 


if'Bammhirtf  Mr.  Livermore, 
JritaKrMiMM,  lir.  Fitrid^e, 

Mr.  EUeiy, 

Cornell^ 
Ifir.  Law, 

WolooU^ 
Mr.  Scott, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  fioudinot, 
Condiet, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
T.  Smith, 
Clyiiifer, 
Auee, 


JMflrfflt  ft/fwrf, 

« 


Delaware, 

Virginia, 
•S.-Caroiina, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
mekiwon, 
Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jonea^ 
■  ItiidiMn^ 
Lee, 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 

Mr.  Tclfuir, 
N.  W.  Jonea^ 


no  Cno 

ay3 

iio$ 

nay  no 

no  5 
%y  I 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oil  the  question  to  agree  to  the  reioliition  for  the  promotloii  of  brigadier' 
^neral  Moultrie,  the  jeat  and  naja  being  required  bj  Bf  r«  Scott, 


^.-Hampshire,  Mr.  JUTcnpow^ 
IfiMMCteifl^  MhPatridge^ 

Osgood, 
Jikode-Jaland,  Mr.  EUery, 

Cornell, 
Mr.  Law, 

Wolcottt 
Mr,  Scott, 
Floyd, 
Mr.Bou^iM^ 

Condict, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 
Smit^ 

Attee, 

8o  tie  question  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  for  the  promotion  of  l»rigedie^ 
general  KnoXi  the  yeas  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Scott* 


Jkw-Jieneyf 


no 

no  5 
ay; 


Mr*  M|K^]i, 

Dickinsoi^ 
Wliarton, 
Mr.  Uan&on, 
€«mill 
Mr.  Jolici, 
Madisoiiy 
Lee, 
Mr.  Middleton, 
Mottev 
Eveleigh, 
Telfair, 


Mr 


lif^Bbmpahire,  Mr.  Llvermore^ 
jWnrtiinTHfffffj  Mr.  Putrid, R^e, 

Osgood, 
hiuidc-hiandf    Mr.  EUeiy, 

Cornell, 
Cl0nil0eiA»i»  •   Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
^ewYwh^       lir.  Scott, 

Floyd, 

2fy»J(trmy^     Mr.  Boudinot, 

Condict, 

I'mmylvaniat  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Smith, 
Clymer, 
AUee, 


ay 
no 


ay 


Mkrykmd, 

Creorgia, 


Mr.  M*Kean, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 
Mr.  Hanaot^ 
CajToQ, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Madison, 
Lee, 
Mr.MkkaetMb 
Motte, 
Evcleigh, 
Mr.  TeUiur, 
N.  W.  Jones, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Comell,  Mr.  Cleric,  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  Mr.  Evpleigh,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  ot  the  SUth  of 
October,  ir81»  respectLog  the  promotion  of  col.  Otbo  Williani8»  rep^ 
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That  col.  Williftfiift  stood  in  the  line  of  promotion  t»  be  a  brigadier  in  the 
district  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  umler  the  late  resuUtlon  of  the  army  ; 
that  it  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  Maryland  line,  the  troops  ef  that  state 
are  divided  into  two  brigades:  that  the  testimonies  in  favor  of  colonel  Oiho 
Willi'dm>«'3  nteril  are  such  as  deserve  the  particoUr  notice  of  CuogresSy  and 
therefore  submit  (he  toUowing  resolution  : 

That  colonel  Oiho  Williams  be  appointed  a  brigadier  in  the  armjr  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  iliis  re^ulutioo,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re(^uir' 
ed  by  Mr.  Scott,  ' 


Jf.-Hampshire,  Mr.  Livermore^ 
Mmaamettt,  Mr.  Patridge» 

Osgood, 
Mhodc-Jtlmidt  Mr.  Rlkry, 

Comeii, 

fftuhTttik      Mr*  ^cotl* 

Floyd, 

fftmo-Jtntj^     Mr.  Boudinot^ 

Condict, 

JfatfitjFlwaiiifl^  Jfontgomeiyf 

Smith, 

Clymer, 

At'lee, 


S.'CarokntIf 


Mr.  M'Kcan, 
DickiiuioDt 
AVharton^ 
Mr.  fianson, 
Curix)!], 
l|r»J.  Joooi^ 
Madison, 
Lee, 
Mr.  Midilleton, 
Motte, 
EvLleigh,- 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jones, 


»y7 

BO  J  ay 

ttovno 

T103  . 

no  C  no 


no 
no 


So  the  question  was  lo»t. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Telfair, seconded  by  Mr.  Scott, 

That  bri;:adiers  James  Clinton,  William  Moultrie,  and  I^cniji;hlin  M'Tnfosh, 

be  pron)ote(i  to  the  rank  of  maiors-geaeral,  and  Uiat  they  tiike  rank  from  the 

14th  day  of  November,  1781.'* 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bjr  Mo 

Scott, 


MhmfiniHitt,  Mr.Patiite, 

Osgood, 


m}* 

no  ) 
no> 

no  ) 


MIuHJe-hUmd,  Mr.  Klleiy, 

Cornel], 
Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Scott, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  Condict, 
tPmmtjfhauUh  Mr.  MontgooMsiy,  ay^ 

CU  mer,  *y>*y 
Atlee,  ay3 

*  80  the  queetion  was  lost. 


no  >♦ 


Maryland^ 
S,-CaroUiui^ 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Dickinsoi^ 

Wliarton* 
Mr.  t-fansfm, 

Cuxruil, 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 

MadiaoiV 

Lee, 
Mr.  Middletoo, 

Motte, 

Kvelei^ 
Mr.  Telfair, 

W.  Jones, 


no 


TUESDAY,  March  26.  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell, 

JResolved^  That  so  mucii  ol  tlie  act  of  Congress  of  Jarjuary  12th.  1780,  re- 
specting Mr.  Galvan,  as  directs  that  he  be  employed  in  the  inspectorship,  a* 
the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct^be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

On  a  repnrt  from  the  eecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  htM 
coK  Carrington  to  the  quarter-niaster  general, 

Besolvidf  That  the  quarter-master  with  the  southern  armjr  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  raise,  on  the  best  terms  possible,  a  corps  of  pioneers^ 
consisting  of  SO  privates,  under  such  officers  now  in  public  pay,  as  he  maj 
think  proper  to  appoint,  to  be  governed  by  the  articles  of  war,  and  to  con* 
tinoe  on  the  establisluuent  <me  year,  unless  the  service  wiU  admit  of  thetf 
being  sooner  discharged. 
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1VKDNB8DAT,  JIfonA  97, 1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ciirt»s«€ooded  bj  Blr.Cofnell* '  * 
Qrderedt  TUki  tKe  secretarj  at  war  make  return  to  Congreaa  of  the  oft* 
cera employed  in  the  qnarter-maater's  department. 
On  n)uti«»n  uf  Mr.  Osgood,  leconded  by  Mr.  fiouclinot, 
Ovdervd,  TImt  the  secretary  at  war  make  return  to  Congress  of  the  number 
of  jreneral  officers  which  the  commander  in  chief  judges  necessary  ta  be  em- 
ployed in  the  tielrJ^  in  the  mam  and  separate  armies,  and  ia  the  difterent  parts 
oi  ikt  Umted  ^utts* 

■ 

SATURDAY,  March  SO,  1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kcan,  Mr.  Boudinot,  and  Mr,  Law, 
to  whiini  were  relLTi  Ld  an  ordinance  for  establisiiiiig;  a  court  ol  appeals,  and 
the  (orui  oi  a  law  be  passed  by  the  several  states  lor  regulatiiig  the  courts 
of  admiralty,  delirered  in  the  draught  of  an  ordinance  for  establiahing  a 
conrt  of  appeals,  which  was  read  a  first  time ; 

Orderea,  That  Tnesda?  oext  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading. 

The  said  committee  also  reported  the  form  of  a  law  to  be  recommended  ts 
the  states  for  regolatinc  the  coarts  of  admirattj ; 

Ordered,  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  fur  the  consideration  of  tkla  form. 

Ordeied^  That  Mr.  Boudinot  have  leave  of  absence. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consistiiiji;  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Boudinot, 
and  Mr.  M'Kean.to  whom  was  referred  a  report  from  tlit  seci  L  tury  at  war, 
on  a  reward  for  apprehending  de«^prfers,  and  who  were  direcrcd  to  confer 
wiih  the  superintendent  of  finarjce  and  secretary  at  war  on  the  subject: 

Resolved^  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  slates  respective* 
ly  to  i>ass  laws  ijiving  a  reward  of  eijjht  dollais  to  auy  person  or  persons, 
•  who  shall  apprehend  and  safely  secure  in  the  next  county  gaol,  or  such  other 
Blare  as  the  eieciitiVe  in  each  state  ahalt  direct,  any  prisoner  of  war  taken 
from  the  enemy,  who  has  escaped  from  the  place  or  his  confinement,  4Mid 
one-eighth  of  a  dollar  per  mile  for  travelling  expenses  to  the  said  gaol,  also 
five-ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  the  subsistence  of  each  prisoner  while 
confined  ;  all  the  above  sums  to  be  paid  by  the  state  in  which  die  pjriaonerer 
prisoners  sliall  be  confined,  aiid  repaid  to  the  state  advancing  the  money  as 
aforesaid  by  the  superintendent  of  finance,  on  the  accounts  being  transmitted 
to  him  properly  authenticated. 

Aud  whereas  the  le^^islatures  of  some  of  the  states  may  not  be  in  session 
for  some  time  alter  tliis  recommendati  on  reaches  the  state  ;  it  is  therefore  re- 
solved, that  until  the  legi.^lature  shall  sit,  all  sums  of  money  adv;inced  bvthe 
treasurer  of  such  state,  by  direction  oradvice  of  the  executive  autliurity  thereof, 
or  otherwise  borne  in  the  lirst  instance  by  the  person  or  persons  apprehend- 
ing and  securing  soch  prisoners,  agreeably  to  the  foreguiag  resolution,  shall, 
when  produved  to  the  superintendent  of  financci  properly  authenticated,  be 
immediately  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is^  recommended  to  the  several  states, 
to  take  effectual  measures  to  preventany  persona  from  harbouridg,  secreting, 
•aaiating,  abetting;,  or  comforting,  any  prisoner  of  war  taken  from  the  ene* 
m j9  in  making  his  escape  from  the  place  of  his  confinement. 
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gress,  2, 
in  the  ca.se  of  BenJ.  Flower, 
directions  of  Congress  lo, 
4,5,12 

to  recal  passes  given  by  him 
to  persons  going  into  ^tew- 
York,  16. 

his  communication  relative 
to  Frederick  Verne r  and 
others,  20. 

proceedings  on,  20,  36,  3L 

directed  to  arrest  and  con- 
fine David  Franks,  Britidi 
commissary  of  piisoners. 

ST. 

directed  to  make  return  of 

his  proceedings,  ^S. 
money  advanced  to,  1(H. 
inquiry  into  his  conduct,  ^SIL 
motion  postponed  relative  to 

the  sttspensidn  of,  202. 
a  court-martial  authorised 
•  for  the  trial  of, 

243.  244,  245. 
farther  proceed- 
ings  relative  to, 
264,  372,  42i 
appeal  to  Congress,  on  set- 
tlement of  his  acQOoats. 
from,  4^ 
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kJmold,  maj.  gen.  B.  information  received  of  his  | 

treasonable  practices  and 
desertion  to  the  enemy, 

526. 

liis  name  erased  from  the 
register  of  American  offi- 
cers, 533^ 

abuse  of  office  committed  in 
the  year  1778  by,  563^ 

lieut  Samuel,  resigns  his  commission, 

Jonathan,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  cre- 
dit, 55&. 

fLrrcars  of  clothing,  payment  to  be  made  for, 


due  for  provisions,  forage,  &ic.  how  set* 
dcd,  4o9^  4ii0. 
Articles  of  confederation,  delegates  authorized 
to  sign  tho^ 

in  behalf  of  Delaware,  201, 


of  Virginia,  280,  281. 
of  Connecticut,  283. 
objected  to  by  Maryland,  281, 

282,  m 
ordereil  to  be  published,  559- 
ratified  by  Maryland,  576,  577. 
entered  on  the  jonrnals  of  Con* 
grcss,  ^  to  591. 


Articles,  of  the  treaty  of  amitv,  &uc.  with  France, 
eleventh  and  tweUth,  expunged,  476, 

of  domestic  manufacture,  he.  price  cs« 
Ublished  for,  396. 
Artificers,  corps  of,  new  arrangement  made  of 

the,  28a. 
allowance  to  the,  392. 
Artillery,  officers  of  colonel  Harrison's  regi- 
ment of,  247. 
duties  of  the  commanding  officer  of, 

204,  205. 
officers  of,  appointed,  323,  32j~ 
artificers,  names  of  officers  of  the, 

414. 

and  cavalry,  regulation  for  the  pro- 
motion of  officers  of  the,  431. 
pay  of  officers  of,  how  settled,  QIA 
Ashby  George,  proceedings  relative  to,  G14,  615. 
AshmeadJohn,  commander  of  the  brig  Eagle, 

MIL 

Assistant  auditor  general  appointed,  295. 

his  salary,  2^5. 
new  duties  assigned  to 
the,  41i. 

quarter*mastcr  general  authorized  and 

appointed,  489^  499. 


allowance  to  his  clerk 


509. 


Asterisk,  votes  of  delegates  from  states  not  re 
presented,  distinguished  by  an,  14,  85^  91,  92^ 
111,  124,  131,  138,  144j  147,  157^  leOTlGT, 

155  no;  211; 


Asterbk,  votes  of  delegates  from  states  not  re- 
presented, distinguislied  bv  an — 
213,  214,  220,  22  L  226j  230,  233^  234,  t35». 
236,  ^  238,        'UV,  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
t^2,"i77 ,im,        11%,  m  ^  318i 
319,  325r332r335r339r  340,  5M,  5^  347, 
248.  350,  367  ,  376,  379,  383,  387,  W,  357;. 
401,  Wf,  4087  409,        4T|J  fTSJ  595;  5^ 
598,  599,        |05^  ^  ^  6g  ^  629, 
633,  634;  657,  639^  ^  ^  ^  ^  653^ 
654i  553,  661,  6§5  670,  ^  67?,  ^  67L 
679,  my,  631 ,  688,  689^  6^  691, 

695,  696,  700,  TOH  TOC  710,  TT^,  7^  726, 
727,  "TST,^  733,7^  m 
Atlas  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  Congress,  8(L 
Atiee  Samuel,  a  delegate  from  Pennsvlvania, 

166,  5rA  m. 

Wm.  Augustus,  summoned  to  attend  Con- 
gress,  130,  149, 
his  exammation  rejected, 

Audibert,  Mr.  salary  of,  M8. 

Audience  of  ministers  plenipotentiary,  5,  6, 7, 8, 

9,  36rj  36lj  390,  392,  393,  395. 
of  leave  to  ge|iv  Washing  ton,  737. 
Auditor  general,  reports  on  the  adjustment  of 

claims  bv  the,  IB ,  ^  22, 23, 
26,  29^"34i  42,  50752780, 
g  ^  95^  T05,^,  107, 
118,150,  1287140,^^9,  TSr, 
13271^! 
/       drafts  for  money  on  the, 

llfi. 

•    money  advanced  to  the,  124. 
motion  to  increase  the  salary 

of  tlie,  111. 
his  office  established  and  du-  . 

ticB  prescribed,  70,  332. 
appointmont  of  the,  111. 
directions  to  the,  187,  642^ 
Auditors  of  the  army,  allowance  to,  ana  appoint- 
ment of,  42^  208.  263^ 

ml 

authorized  to  augment  the 
pay  of  their  clerks,  42, 
285,  5717 
number  of,  determined, 
-  ISL 
instructions  of  Congress  to 
the,  187,  277.295,440. 
to  settle  accounts  of  offi- 
cers  for  advances,  611, 

to  settle  accounts  of  offi- 
cers for  pay  and  subsist- 
ence, 611,  612. 
of  the  treasor}'  authorized  and  appoint- 
ed, 667^  679^  704^  IHL 
Austin  Jonathan  L.  allowance  to,  273, 314. 
Avery,  rev.  David,  appointed  brigade  chaplain, 

26. 

his  resignation  accepted,  438, 
i  Ayes  and  noes.  (See  Yeas  and  tiays.). 


B. 


Babcock  Phineas,  his  claim  to  be  settled,  22. 
Bache  Richard,  post-master  general,  money  ad- 
vanced to,  12. 
endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit, 

554. 

Bahama  islands  fit  out  armed  privateers  against 
the  United  States,  237,  238. 
repeal  of  rcgulatious  in  favour 
of  the,  237,  23a. 
Bailey,  lieut.  colonel  John,  iuformation  given  by 
Congress  to,  461. 


Balcarras,  lord,  application  in  behalf  oi^3!L 
Baldesqui,  capt.  pay-master  of  count  Pulaski's 
legion,  certificate  ^e^^^pcctin^;,417. 
his  resignation  accepted,  4JiL 
Baldwin,  lieut.  colonel,  allowance  to,  437. 

Joduthun,  continued  as  colonel  of  en- 
gineers, 541. 
regulations  of  his  regiment, 

603. 

his  regiment  allowed  depre- 
•  ciatioH  of  pay, 
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Banrke,  capt.  mouny  advancttd  lo,  32L 
Banister  John,  a<Jelcgate  from  Virginia, 25. 

obuins  leave  of  absence,  67. 
pUa  for  the  establishment  of  a,  470,471, 

eu\  GZii. 

of  NorthoAmcrica  incorporated,  70j,  70ti, 

WL 

JBaibary  States,  proposed  uegociation  with  the, 

Barber  Nathaniel,  resignation  of,  ^92^  593. 

money  advanced  to,  592,  593. 
BarFBck*master,  near  Philadelphia,  to  be  arrest- 
ed and  tried  for  neglecl  of 
duty,  414. 
his  supernumerary  officers  to  be 

discharged,  421 . 
appointed  for  the  French  army, 
Rhode-Island,  615. 
Barracks  for  prisoners  of  war  to  he  built  in  Al- 
bemarle count)'.  Virginia,  92^ 
money  advanced  tor  erecting,  22- 
a  quarter-master  directed  to  re- 
side at  or  near  the,  2Q8^ 
a  commissary  of  purchases  au- 
thorizcij  for  the,  347. 
and  other  public  buildings  of  the  U. 
States,  measures  taken  to  secure, 

327,328. 

to  be  erected  in  Rhode-Island,  35£L 
Barras,  count  de,  French  seamen  on  hoard  Ame- 
rican vessels  to  be  delivered  to,  6-^6 ■ 
Blirrett  Nathaniel,  renewal  of  loan -office  certifi- 
cates to,  G30. 
Bartlett  Josiah,  a  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, obtains  leave  of  absence,  109. 
Baylor,  col.  George,  money  advanced  to,  52. 

inquiry  relative  to  his  treat- 
ment by  thf  enemy.  Sit 
licut.  col.  Washington  to 
take  command  of^his  re- 
giment, 13(L 
capt.  Walker,  his  resignation  accepted. 


Baynton  John,  pay-mnster  of  the  western  dis 
tricl,  money  advanc(>tl  to,  Inh^ 
resigns  his  a|>pointment,360, 36L 
Beatty  John,  commissar>'-general  of  prisoners, 
money  advanced  to,  5^  79, 149. 
directions  of  Congress  to,~IlS. 
his  resignation  acceptpd,  JikL 
Beaumarchais,  M.  de,  letter  from  Congress  to, 

185. 

bill^  of  exchange  drawn 
in  favor  of,  299,  300^ 


309. 

Bedaulx  Charles  F.  lieut,  colonel,  152. 
Bedel,  colonel,  his  regiment  disbanded,  137. 
Bedlow  William,  allowance  to,  24. 

appoyited  an  auditor  of  army 
accounts,  197, 387. 
Bee  Thomas,  a  delegate  from  ^outb-Carolina, 

4&L 

Benson  Egbert,  appointed  procurator  for  Con- 
gress, in  New-York,  570. 
his  acceptance  notified,  G06. 
Bentley  Thomas,  his  application  rejected,  418. 
BeDyowsky,or  Bcniowski,  baron  de,  money  ad- 
vanced to,  349. 
not  to  be  employed  in  service,  415. 


455,  4.">fi. 

Bermuda,  application  in  behalf  of  the  island  of, 

269,  m 


measures  taken  to  supply  the  inhabit 
ants  of.ys.  279,515. 
Betsey,  claim  of  the  U.  States  reiinqoished  to  a 

share  in  the  brigantine,  438. 
BiddleEdw.  a  delegate  from  Fenns}'lvania,  134. 


Bigelow,  major,  directed  to  settle  his  accounts, 

36. 

to  deliver  up  the  clothing  in 

his  possession,  36. 
BnTK>a,  goods  shipped  to  the  U.  States  from,  460. 
Bills  of  credit,  names  of  signers  of,  10,  11,  16. 

18,  73, 209i  251,264,2747285, 
295731:^,334, 
.  emissions  of,  4§7^  73,  TT3 ,  1 84, 

195,  242,  m,  268,  '298,  ml 
^  3b3,  ^  ^  404,  ^ 


issued  under  the  anthority  of  the 
fitates,  to  be  exchanged,  80. 

states  required  to  pay  their  quo-, 
tas  of ,  172,  173,  174,  175,  176. 

2797280. 

certain  emissions  of,  to  be  taken 
*      out  of  circulation    and  ex* 

changed,  171,  175^  184,  1B3. 
commissioners  appointed  for  de* 

stroyin^,  248,  315. 
farther  time  allowed  to  briag  io 

emissions  of.  317,  318,  319,ll5. 
account  to  be  furnished  and  Imiit- 

otion  prescribed  of  the  whole 

amount  of,  346,  347,348. 
measures  taken  for  convictin« 

and  prosecuting  counterfeiters 

of,  m 

to  be  examined  and  destroyed, 
516j  646j  561^  563^  659,  570, 

6LL 

of  exchange,  drawn  in  favor  of  French 
officers,  1 14,  115. 
of  Robert  Bridges,  207. 
of   M.  Beaumarchai^ 
S99,  300,  3QiL 
of  baron  Steuben,  439. 
of  William  Bingham, 
438.439. 
of  lieut.  col.  de  Roussi, 

of  capt.  Pasche,  45!L 
of  lieut.  col.  Dericks, 

488. 

drawn  on  John  Jav  and  Hen- 
ry Laurens,  3im,  404,  53L 
drawn  on  Bcnj.  Franklin, 
457,  506,  olL 
on  what  terms  to  he  sold, 
415,  420,  457. 
sale  of,  suspended,  432- 
disposition  of,  512,  519,  520, 
525,  531,  5517^5557  5.^J^ 
610, 

'  drawn  by  gov,  Rntledge  to  be 

accepted  and  paid,  4(>9. 
drawn  Dv  maj.gen.  Lincoln, 

to  be  honored,  509. 
for  payment  of  interest  on 
loan-office  certificates, 
502, 580. 

protestsd,  658,  659. 
Bingham  Wra.  to  be  indemnified  on  account  of 
the  sale  of  the  brig  Hope  and 
cargo,  469. 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor 

of,m 

,  permitted  to  return  to  Philadel* 
phta,  439. 
money  advanced  to,  53J. 
allowance  to,  705. 
Blaine  Ephraim,  appointed  commissary -general 
of  jiurchases,  407,  552. 
.  directions  of  Congress  to,  522^ 
Blair,  rev.  Samuel,  brigade  chaplain,  457. 
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Bbnchard  Eiias,  resigns  his  commission.!^ 
Bland,  col.  Theodorick,  money  advanced  to,  fifi. 

part  of  bis  regiment  or- 
I.-  .  dered  to  South-Caro- 

,n  ^.  f*  lina,  410. 

h  is  resignation  accepted , 

410 

.41ft     his  accounts  to  be  set- 
•  «       ,j     »  .;  tled,i3ax 

•  "    a  delegate    from  Vir- 
%\.  V  '  9-  (.    ginia,  51.5. 

.1'.  '  granted   leave  of  ab- 

sence, Gffl. 

Blank  commissions  to  be  sent  to  the  ssveml 

states,  "iOK. 
Blankets  to  be  provided  for  the  army,  42^ 
Bloomfleld,  Dr.  his  resignation  accepted, 
Board  of  treasury,  references  and  directions  to 
the,  3,  12. 13.  22,  33, 38,  M\ 
61j  ^  65^       67,  73,  81. 
85,  89,  90,  9.')797,  10^7 


.....  104,  rn,  ij9^  m).  m 

IM",  \TL  140,  1  153, 

150,     TTT  m:  tm;  nrr 

gjg;  2657  2gi;52D;  525;  330, 

355, 3ig;  !^  585;  5i?7;  g?9, 

404,  iSo;  429,  438,  Wi  44:3, 


f 


452,  435;  im;  M.5,  469 
471 ,  475^175^  ^  ^  510i 
5T5        M),  pT;  .553.  .545, 


548,  .549,  .5r>0,  551,  .5.53,  5.5.5, 


55b,  55Ti  5Crr.  5(jlj  570^ 


57£  593^  (TTT|j  ^       f)  13 


^^G5K  65^(m9: 


reports  from  the,  3^5^  10^  IK 
,    15,  18,  20,  28,  32,  .33,  3-1,  .35, 
38,  14,  1/;,  ^9,  .55!  fil  ,  6.% 
74,  7(),  80,  81j  84,  95^  1 01 . 

io6,"TotT7i  1 1 , 17^  116,  m; 
H2;  m,  nrr;  129, 133, 149, 

151.  I55^  156^157,  164, 
174^  m;  185,  191,  192,  \W, 

wf,  2no;  m:  ins;  2^  559; 

2?I5;  267,  268,  !270,  m  277, 

284;  2B3;  289;  294, 295, 298 


301,  .302,  .309,  317,  5T?;  53T; 


328;  338,  344,  348,  5iTr 
560, 562, 5^5,       57C,  578! 

•    585;  404,  jT2;  jTs;  nr;  ttt?: 

T2(T;  458,  TITK  446,  4;)0. 
458,  W.  W,  497,  498,  .500, 
.  5C<  508,  50!T;5TT);  .51^579; 
555;  .558,  559.  'W),  SCK  .570. 
574,  Im,  595; (W;  605;  615, 

.   62^  627;  c;^  657,  ng;  ^ 
eoo^GS^  6.58,  no3. 

new  board  estubiisiied.  ("See 

Trftijuri/.) 
allowed  a  secretary,  200. 

•  -      salaries  of  ofticers  of  the,  .379. 

3r.o 

invested  with  a  superintending 
»  power  over  the  chambers  of 

accounts,  472,  473. 
■  .  •    ,      charges  exhibited  against  the, 

618, 619. 

of  war  and  ordnance,  references  and  <li- 

•  .•.  I.  rections  to  the,  L  *i  5j  1j 

"  12^  16,  22i  24^  25,  27712?;  29^ 
^  33.  38,^17.  5T;  52;  54, 

3^85;84,86,87,  91,  93,21; 
98^  99,  lOK  1097ll2ri  fg7ll7, 

I23,"^2.5,  126,  12771M;  ng; 

.      t  1^  140,  142,  143,  144,  145, 
nT,  THT.  150,  T5T;  T52;  To3; 
-  W>.  169,  187,  2T7, 


r  ^■ 


Board  of  war  and  ordnance,  references  and  di-J 

rections  to  the,  233^  243,  249^  . 
271,  275,  291^  5T5732¥:  551; 
.363,  577;  382,  406,  W7^ 
409,  inr,  4l4j  $16;  426^  427~C 
441,  447,  ^  W,  ^ 
467,  476,  500,  IM,  504,  507, 
608,  512.  6T5;  JTg,  521,  5557 
539,  540,  545,  560,  572,  582, 
595,  gT2;  616.  (TTb;  620;  025, 
051),  634,  637,  OTT;  ^  547, 

'  652,  OST;  659,  ObO,  662.: 
filiii,  005;  082,  085^  tm,  687. 

reports  fixrni  the,  1,  9, 13,  18,  25. 

33,^37,  ^  %  60^627  63^ 
63,  70,  79;  80,  817  ^  88,  96, 
103,  108,  414,  123,  1247^128, 
129,  T5T,  152,  140,  WTy  TW, 
152,  T55;  158,  159,  163,  2U(). 
(  2TE  215  255;  252^  243^ 

245,  2T8;  254,  2757 

•  ^  277t  30k  3TO;  5T4, 
316^  3T5,  5^  32T7  3i2,  ^ 
^2|^  5^  339,  3Ui^  577, 
I,  530;  351j  ^0,  570,  .TTj; 


■  ?• 


f  aifi,  312, 379,  m,  585;  5^0: 

392,  398,  5W,  402,  408,  470, 
412,  4T4,  418.  755,  437,  749. 
4^  470,  475;  470;  488,  798: 
499,  600,  505,  ,  ^ 
-  /  515,  517,  520;  545  ,  5.56,  500, 
NTT  502;  .565;  .7717  57^7  577] 
578,  580,  581,  W2,  393,  595. 
EOT,  008,  610,  0777  OTO;  077; 
*•  .     07^  025;  0^  029^  0377 

•  «       05270^62^0^76471  074.. 
057;  050,  6.57,  659,  661,  663, 
072,  674,  675,  670;  077;  OBT. 

"C89."ngo,  fiiLk 
money  advanced  to  the,  15^  93, 

151,  156.  500,  ^5L  • 
bills  of  exchange  acivaneed  to 
tlie,  15  ,  93.  1.31.  1.56,  500,  5£liL 
••    •         to  consist  oTniree  commissioners 
. '  ^  who  are  not  members,  and  of 
two  raembei-s  of  Congre.ss,  106.T 
conimis^ioners  of  the,  310,  409. 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the,  T 

ML 

salaries  of  the,  5fi(L  I 
of  admii-alty,  established,  382,383. 473. 

their  duties,  powers,  and  sala- 
ries, 382^  383^  473. 
allowed  a  secretary  and  clerk, 

382^  383,  fLZIL  1 
commissioners  appointed,  407,  . 

409,  IIII! 
secreUry  appointed,  407,  409, 

ISI  ■ 

«eal  of  the,  4.55. 
references  and  directions  to  i 
the,  410, ^127,  432,  447, 
•      454,  'k55.  JET,  7n4;  473,  498, 
.506,  513,  549;  5507  5627 
669,005,  <;n,618,  r.39.  i 
report s from  til e,  4277  450,  452, 
455^  487 ,  504.  .505,  .5707  MO; 
^-  •  564, 605, 619, 622,  0277 037, 

6-I2..660.     

^  I  to  take  charge  and  dispose  of  7 

*  priy.cs  brought  into  Fennsyl- 

'    *       *    11'    -       vania,  510. 

discontinued,  661,  665. 
Bols,  mons.  do,  paid  for  twelve  months,  and  dis- 

charged  from  the  public  service,  247. 
Bond  George,  deputy  secretary  of  Congress;  392. 


vt 
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Bond  Thomas,  purveyor  ot  tbe  general  liospitai, 

to  settle  accounts  for  salaries,  574. 
Botods  to  be  siven  by  commanders  of  private 

armed  vessels,  453. 
Boo  Homaie  ilicbard,  prize  money  to  be  paid  to 

the  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate,  7.14. 
Bonneville,  chevalier,  apjMjintocT ensign,  438. 
Bonstalien,  baron  de,  his  application  not  com* 

plied  with, 

Borden  Joseph,  his  memorial  rejected,  416. 

John,  to  endorse  new  billsot  credit,  3)£L 
Bo  reman  John,  pay  master  of  the  westerndistrirt, 

:m . 

Boston,  to  other  parts  of  Massachusetts,  prison- 
ers of  war  to  be  removed  from,  52. 
British  fleet  appear  oflf  the  harbor  of, 

54,  171. 

proposal  to  fortify  the  harbor  of,  111 . 
report  on  an  addressof  the  merchants  of, 

330. 

to  South-Carolina,  three  frigates  or- 
de  red  from ,  387. 
Boudinot  Elias,  a  delegate  from 


money  advanced 


New- Jersey, 
135,  6^ 
to,  as  late 


commissary  general  of  pri- 
soners, 14a, 

Bounty  allowed  to  recruits  inlisted  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,  38^  &4. 
for  the  defence  of  thenrontiers 

of  Peansylvania,  114. 
to  Virginia  and  North-Caro- 
%  Una  troops,  237. 

to  able  and  ord  i  nary  seamen  ,488. 
Boyd,  rev.  Adam,  appointed bri^de  chaplain, 'il^ 
Boyer,  Peter, endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit,  515. 
Bradford  John,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  in- 
structions to,  370,  615. 
his  conduct  approved  by  Con- 
gress. 5QtL 
directed  to  sell  property  of  the 
United  States,  535^ 
Thomas,  suminouc'd  to  attend  Congress, 

130.' 

W.  deputy  commissary -general  of  mus- 
ters, his  resignation  accepted, 
Bradley  Stephen  R.  notined  to  attend  Congress, , 

520.) 

Brag  John  vs.  sloop  Dove,  appeal  in  the  case  of,  | 

4.55. 1 

Braxton  Carter,  proceedings  of  Congress,  3^5  ' 


Bright  George,  superintendent  of  paper  for  loan- 
office  ceititicates,  LL 
Britigny,  manjuis  de,  appointed  lieut.  and  re* 

commended  to  generd 
Washington,  191. 
to  command  a  corps  of  vo« 
lunteers  in  South-Can>* 
lina,  24IL 

Biitiah  commissioners,  requisition  of  tbe,  3|^^ 

publish  a  manifesto  anl 
DToclamation,  9^  90. 

publish   proceedTngs  of 
Congress,  90,  91. 
fleet  appear  in  the  river  Delaware,  2L 
off  the  harbor  of  Boston.  M» 
off  Egg-Harbor,  ?jew-Jer» 

sey,  19. 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  374, 

m 

army  at  York  and  Gloucester,  Virginia 

surrender  of  the,  679. 
Broadhead,  col.  thanks  of  Congress  to,  381. 

blank  commissions  sent  to,  4^ 
to  be  supported  as  command  log 
officer  at  Pittsburg,  449. 
Brooks  David,  vs.  schooner  Hope,  appeal  in  tbe 
case  of,  4!L 

Broughton  Nicholson,  his  application  rejected, 

Brown  J.  secretary  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
Jesse,  bis  account  to  be  paid,  230, 2^ 
further  allowance  to,  320. 
continued  as  an  express  rider,  445. 
Joseph,  surgeon,  granted  leave  of  ^> 

sence,5(XL 
John,  report  on  a  memorial  of,  222. 

a  deserter,  recommended  to  the 
mercy  of  Congress  and  pardoned, 


brigantine,  consignment  of  the, 

2. 

sale  of  tobacco  on  board  the,  62. 
Brayman,  comet,  his  resignation,  accepted,  561. 

pioney  advanced  to,  561. 
Breach  of  paroles,  proceedings  of  Congress  re- 
specting, 502. 
firearly,  lieut.  col.  David,  his  representation  not 

complied  with,  326,  aa. 
Brevet  commissions  issued  to  French  officers, 

102,  201. 

not  to  be  gran  ted  wi  thou  t  the 
consent  of  u  ine  states  ,208. 
Brewer,  Jonathan,  capt.  lieut.  his  resignation 

accepted,  197. 
Brice  Mr.  brevet  lieut.  colonel,  104. 
Bridges  Robert,  to  be  furnished  with  bills  of  ex- 
change, 201. 
Brigade-chaplains,  allowance  to, 

arrangement  of,  617,  63L 
Brigadiers-general,  returns  of,  144. 

nominated  and  a|>po!nted, 
169,  170,  ISO, 
rank  established  of  fuu  r, 
number  of,  62^ 


William,  physician-general,  his  resigna* 
tion  accepted,  498. 
Brush,  ensign,  his  resignation  accepted,  213. 
Bryan  George,  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the 
board  of  admiralty,  4^)7. 
decUnes  acceptance,  409. 
Bryson  James,  assistant  or  clerk  to  the  post' 

master  general,  716. 
Buchanan,  captain  Thomas,  his  resignation  ac* 

cenied,  376. 
Buduen  James,  his  memorial  rejected,  4M. 
Buikwk  Joseph,  commissioner  for  extra  chamber 
of  accounts,  466. 
declines  tiie  appointment,  472. 
Burgen  Elizabeth,  annual  allowance  to,  660. 
Burgoyne,  Briti'ih  lieut.  general,  and  his  anny, 
proceedings  on  a  requisition  for  the 
removal  of,  39^  H 
4.i,C 

subject  to  be  called  tor 
>  by  gen.  Washington, 

offered  in  exchange  for  Henry  Lao* 
reus,  633, 659. 
Burke,  capt.  William,  enquiry  intoh  is  conduct,73. 
Thomas,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina, 
39,  40.  154,  409, 
granted  leave  oTabsence,  MOi 
Burnet  William,  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of 

the  hospitals,  593. 
Burrali  Jonathan,  commissioner  for  extra  cbarn* 

ber  of  accounts,  466. 
Butte  r6eld,  lieut.  Benjamin,  his  resignation  ac- 
cepted, 526. 
Byers  James,  cannon^fottoder,  contract  vacated 
vrith,  6a2^ 
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C. 


Cadwalladcr  John,  brtgadier«general,  and  cQin- 

nmiidcr  ol' cavalry, 
dectiaes  the  appointment, 
-  «  col.  Lambert,  his  resignation  ac* 

cepted,  ISS* 
Caghnawac^  Indians  to  be  protected,  672. 
Caldwell  Samuel,  his  accounts  to  be  settled,  663^ 
Caubray,  Ueut.  col.  du,  ordered  to  Soutb-Cajo- 1 

lina,  96.  ' 
ordered  to  Baltimore,! 
and  from  thence  to 
North'Carolina,  134. 
Camden,  South-Carolina,  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  a  battle  at  or  near, 
Campbell  Uooald,  his  accounts  to  be  settled,  6T7. 
John,  !iis  application  rejected,  28. 
colonel,  his  spirited  conduct  at  King's 
Mountain,  547. 
Camp  equipage  to  be  prov  ided  for  the  army,  497. 

to  be  furnittbed  the  southern 
annv^  512. 

Canadian  refugees  in  New-York,  order  for  the 

relief  of, 

volunteers,  their  pay,  &c.  to  cease,  67&. 
Capitaine,  brevet  major,  bdl  of  exchange  drawn 

in  favor  of,  114. 
Captures,  proceedings  respecting,  670, 671,  622. 

by  water,  ordinances  of  Congress  re- 
lative to,  686. 6S7, 626  to  699,  IDS, 

Carleton  Joseph,  secretary'  and  pa\  -ma.ster  to 
the  hoard  of  war  and  ordnance,  330,  381,  alfl. 
Carlisle,  earl  of,  (see  BHtUh  Lommissiontrs.) 

in  Pennsylvania,  military  post  esta- 
blished at,  550. 
res^utatioQ  of  artil- 
lery artificers  at, 

ClHinichael .William,  charges  Silas  Deane  with 

m  isapplication  of  ^^"^ 

directed  to  attend  Con- 
gress, 65,  69, 74,  76, 8Q, 
ST  89. 

examined  on  oath,  65,  74, 

7^81. 

a  delegate  from  MaiTTand, 

121. 

his  information  relative  to 

foreign  affairs,  266. 
Carpenter  and  gunner^s  mates,  al  lowanre  to,  \2A. 
Ourrington,  lieut  col.  Edward,  proceedings  re- 

ladve  to,  llfL 
deputy  quarter-master  ge- 
neral for  the  southern 


army, 


558. 


Carroll  Daniel,  a  delegate  from  Mar>'!and,  676. 
Cariion  Joseph,  and  others,  money  aclvanced  to, 

631L 

Carter,  lient.  John, his  resignation  accepted, lid. 
Caswell,  governor,  to  have  the  rank  and  pay  of 

major-genci-nl,  67. 
Cattfe,  inspector  of,  authoriaed,  4(L 
Cavaliy,  allowance  for  subsistence  to  officers  of, 

349. 

encouragement  for  raising  and  equip- 
ping volunteerj  504, 505. 
Celeron  Lewis,  money  advanced  to,  2lffl. 
Census  of  white  inhabitants,  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  a,  621. 
Ctronio,  Stephen,  settlement  of  his  accounts,620. 
Certificates  issued  by  the  quartcr-ma.ster  general, 

&c.  proceedings  respecting,  SH,  512. 
Cession  and  relinquishment  of  western  territory, 

fi&2to58& 


Chace,  ship,  to  be  fitted  out  for  sea,  35. 

sale  ordered  of  the  hull  and  cargo 
of  the,  511. 

Chambers  of  accounts,  authorized  and  appointed, 

68,  69,  U2,  465. 
to  make  a  fai  r  statcmont 
of  accounts,  611. 
Champion,  col.  appointed  barrack-master  to  the 

French  army,  616. 
Chapman  Nathaniel,  hisservices dispensed  with, 

615. 

Charleston,  South-Carolina,  Virginia  troops  or- 
dered to,  330. 
Charlottesville,  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  pri-' 

soners  of  war  to  be  removed  to,  91/Jf)8. 
Cheever  Ezekiel,  his  services  at  Springfield, 

Massachusetts,  dispensed  with,  /iOO. 
Chemung,  measures  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
occupying  a  post  at,  87. 
reasons  for  not  undertaking  an  ex|Mt" 

dition  against,  108. 
successful  expedition  against  hostile 
indianii,  communicated  from,  .375. 
Chesapeake  hay,  the  enemy's  fleet  discovered  in 

the,  274^  225. 
Chew  Samuel,  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by,  542. 
Chilborn  Abraham,  intercepted  letter  of,  126. 
Chinn  Edward,  commissioner  of  accounts,  direc- 
tions to,  186. 
appointed  commissioner  of  extra 

chamber  of  accounts,  635. 
bis  acceptance  notified,  658. 
gives  information  of  the  death  of 
John  Welles,  558., 
Church, ensign  Reuben,  his  resignation  accepted. 

Claims  for  services  and  supplies,  how  settled,  612. 
Clajon  William,  money  advanced  to,  505. 

ordered  to  join  the  southern 
army;  50^ 

Clap  Preserved,  proceedings  of  Congress  relative 

Clam  John,  auditor  of  army  accounts,  his  re- 
signation accepted,  385. 
Abraliam,  a  delegate  from  New-Jer«ey, 

136,  427,  61L 

Joseph,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit,  555. 
Clarke  Thomas,  nominated  brigadier  gen.  169. 
Clarkaon  Matthew,  camnissiooer  of  claims,  his 
resignation  accepted,  9. 
major,  refuses  to  obey  a  summons  of 
the  executive  council  of  Penn- 
syivania,  I  S3. 
not  to  leave  Philadelphia,  until 
the  further  order  of  Con- 
gress, 194. 
his  conduct  disapproved,  211. 
ordered  to  attenu  at  the  bar  of 

Congress,  2;i3. 
reprimanded  by  the  President, 

.  permitted  to  join  the  southern 

army,23i. 

Clause,  lieut.  la,  appointed  brevet  captain,  and 

permitted  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope, 422. 
money  advanced  to,  499. 
Clay  Joseph,  deputj'  pay-master  general,  in  Geor- 
gia, money  advanced  to,  64,  .5fiQ. 
directions  of  Congress  tt),"w,  89, 

authorised  to  receive  a  balance  in 
the  hands  of  John  L.  Gervais,285. 
biUs  of  exch aag c  transmitted  to^dOS. 
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Clay poolo  David  C.  appuaiLcd  printer  to  Con 

Clearances  of  vessels,  regulations  for  the,  619. 
Clerks  to  the  auditors  of  the  army,  their  pay  iu- 
creased,  ^ 
in  various  omces  uf  government,  allow- 
»     ance  to.  ^ 
Clifton  Thomas,  his  deposition  iu  the  case  of 

Cornelius  Sweers,  L 
Clingan  William,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania, 

134* 

Clinton  George,  governor  of  New-York,  h'ln 
conduct  Hpf>rove<l  by  Con- 
gress, 63j       'Uh . 
payment  to  be  made  forprovi 
sions  and  forage  taken  by 
orders  of,  193. 
James,  brig,  general,  proceedings  o( 

Congress  rt^mtivf  tn,  738,  73Q. 
sir  Heur}',  British  general,  apfilicatioii 
for  pus8port8  made  to, 
reply  of  Congress,  by  their 
sucretaiy,  to  a  letier  from, 
73,  74. 
representation  of,  102. 
requisition,  in  case  of  pa- 
roles, made  to,  193. 
relative  to  prisonens*  of  war, 

rep)'escntuiioa  to, 
proceedings  on  an  iniercepi- 
ed  le  Iter  to,  G52.  6i>3. 
Clutliior-gencral,  directions  of  Congress  to  the, 
217.  218,  225,  63.'), 

his  dcpartmcat  regulated,  231, 


2^ 


to  superintend  the  commissary 

of  hides,  322. 
appoinimeat  of  a,  313^  2^2, 


to  give  bond  and  security,  612 
Clothing  to  l>e  provided  for  the  armv,  2^  61^ 
77^99,  m,  Mi  223*  400.~l(^476. 


at  fort  Schnyler,  di^sition  of,  141. 
payment  to  be  made  for  arrears  of, 

215,  21G,4-U). 
accounts,  office  of  comniissiouer  oT^ 

discontinued,  441. 
to  be  furnished  the  officers  of  the  hos- 
pital and  medical  staff,  4i3L 
Clymcr  George,  a  delegate  from  Penns^'Ivania, 

549,  592j  693. 

Coan  ConnoHy,  permitted  to  return  to  Ireland, 

on  parole,  474. 
Cochruu  John,  director  of  the  military  hospital. 


Coffee  ^longing  4o  the  United  States,  to  be  so  Id, 

421. 

Collins  John,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  111, 


459. 

Colombe,  Mons.  de  la,  bill  of  exchange  drawn 

in  favor  of,  11^ 
his  application  for  pro- 
motion rejected,  219, 


Colt  Peter,  deputy  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, money  advanced  to,  32^ 
Commerce,  committee  of— 

references  and  directions  to  the, 

^    25,  35,44^48,62,67,76^85, 
'     ^  W),TI772657  300,  324,  363, 
^"==^^65,  421 ,  452.  21^ 
reports  from  the,  1,  12,  ^  62, 
67,  76,  81,  99. 103,  364,  fI4L 
-money  advanced  to  tlie,  4,  21, 

28,817122. 


Commerce,  cowuiiitcu  at — 

authorized  to  appoint  a  clerk, 

lao. 

diseootin«ed,  682. 
CommtMaiy-general  of  prisoners,  allowance  to 

the,340,34L 
to  make  aioothly  re* 

turns,  424. 
resignation  of  J.  Beat- 

ty,  4^. 
apixti  n  tinent  of  Joecplt 

Ward  as,  449. 
money  advanced  to 
•  the,  451 ,  519. 
of  purchases,  directions  of 
Cbngress  to  the,  59^ 
217,  377, 4g. 
allowance  to  ti>e,  418, 
5IE 

new  arrangement  of 
the  depuilmcnt  of 
the,  551, 552. 
of  military  stoi-es,  statcmeot 
to  be  made  of  money  ad* 
vanced  to  the,  4^  5. 
of  issues  to  nuake  monihly  rt- 

turns,  ^(L 
of  musters  and  his  asst^nd 
allowance  to  the,42i. 
Commissaiy  of  hides,  his  d<n>artment  regukit^d, 

Commission  for  staff  officers,  form  of  a,3QL 
Commissioue  rs  of  c  lainis — 

reports  from  the,  18,  20,  ^  23^  ^ 
29,34,^  50i  52j  80,  84.  95,  lOsj 

iM,  107, 120, 1^  nort49,  iji, 

152,  M 

allowed  a  clerk,  IDQ. 
Commissioners  on  expenditures  of  the  staff  de- 
partments, 42d. 
of  clothing  accounts  discontinued, 

44i 

of  loans,  drafts  for  money  on  the, 
3,  16i  21,  23,  26,  oi, 
,49.  74,  93,  96,  101, 
113,118, 12.3,138439, 
Ifr;i35,299,462.j<yj, 
.  :     582,  627,'628TtSr 
allowance  to,  for  payio; 

interest,  74. 
instructions  of  Congress 
to  the,  80,  129, 17,% 
611,  tUi 

for  destroying  bills' of  ci^dit,  Mi. 
for  Indian  alulrs,  instructions  to 

the,  277,  287,  454,  filiL 
of  the  cbainl)er.s  of  accooo(>, 
charges  against  the,  5f(fi. 

acquitted,  565 
for  the  adjustment  and  setdeiuort 
.  of  pubfic  accounts,  720,  721, 
722,  728,  lilL. 
to  collect  proofs  of  the  breach  ()f 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  7f 
ittec  on  general  orders  respecting  the  ot- 
fice  of  insjjector-general,  1^:^ 
on  stale  laws  in  civil  and  crimioal 
cases,  L  J 
on  the  trial  of  Benjamin  Flower  aM 
Cornelius  Sweers,  1,6.  18,  31,21 
on  the  clothier  generaPsaeparunent, 

on  a  remonstrance  for  the  release 

of  gen.  Burgoyne's  army,  15. 
on  the  state  of  count  Pulaski's  Icr 
gion,  lA. 


Comm 
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!omiuiiie«  ouan  application  of  the  British  i&a- 
jor-general  Philips,  2!L 
of  coiiTcience  with  renusylvania,29. 
OQ  the  staite  of  the  fiuajtces  of  the 

United  States,  3d. 
oi  conference  oa  Uie  future  opera- 

tionsof  the  Frent  h  fleet,  5L 
to  prepare  a  letter  ufciedcncc  to  the 
king  of  France,  5fiL 
instructions  to  a  minister 
plenipotentiary, 
on  the  monument  to  be  erected  for 

general  Warren,  ^ 
«a  a  motion  reiative  to  count  Pu- 
laski's legion,  64,  66^  74. 
on  iBt«'IliKence  relative  to  move- 
men  is  of  the  enemy,  65,  9Q, 
^  OB  a  seal  for  the  trea«uWand  navy, 

22. 

OB  the  settlement  of  accounts  for  sup- 
|*iies  to  the  troops  taken  at  Sara- 
toga^ 7^ 

of  couterence  with  Pennsylvania,  on 
means  of  repelling  the  enemy,  &L. 

on  proceedings  of  the  comoussioners 
at  Pilisburs?,  SL 

OB  a  niamresto  and  proclamation 
published  by  the  British  commis- 
sioners, 89,  90,  HL 

for  reinforcing  Uie  army,  2L 

on  a  representation  of  Ncw-Jersev, 

to  superintend  publicaticms  relative 
to  the  present  war,  102. 

on  unjuJ-tifiablc  grants  of  paroles,102. 

on  tlie  casie  of  the  settlers  at  vVyo* 
filing,  104. 

on  frauds  and  abiiges  in  the  quarter- 
master general's  department,  108. 

427^  ffl 

to  attend  the  board  of  war,  113. 

on  allowance  to  manaf^ers  of  the 
United  Suten  lottery,  115* 

to  superintend  the  commissary  and 
quarter-master's  departments,!  18, 

238,301;  m 

OQ  affidavits  relative  to  the  conven- 
tion troops,  I'tO. 

on  the  address  of  count  d'Estaing  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  \4G. 

on  allowance  to  presidents  of  Con- 
gress, 153,  154,  157. 
■  for  jetrenching  the  expenses  of  ilie 
army,  lliL 

of  conference  with  general  Washing- 
ton, 160,  190,  IILL 

on  a  charge  against  brig.  gen.  Max- 
well, for  resisting  a  writ  of  habeas 

,  corpus,  liiiL 

ou  the  state  of  the  Pennsylvania 

troops,  170. 
to  :ipiK>  rtion  the  quotas  of  taxes  for 

the  current  year,  175,  176. 
on  information  relative  to  the  con)- 

mercial  transactions  of  Robert 

Morris,  187,  197,  198^  199,  200. 
to  consider  the  foreign  affairs  of  the 

United  States,  187,  2^ 
on  a  negotiation  with  the  Barbary 

.states,  210. 
of  conference  with  Pentisylvania.SSI . 
to  superintend  the  fKiblication  ol  the 

jnurnab  of  Cougre'«s,  2^2^* 
for  iiuiian  affair*,  5G6. 
On  relrenchnienUi  and  ccformations 

in  the  executive  departments,  "91-, 
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Committee  for  ncgdtiating  a  foreign  loan  of  mo- 
ney,  294,  295. 
on  disputes  and  animosities  among  in- 
habuan ts  of  ^ .  U<im{>sli ire  g ran ts, 

297,  2m 

ou  the  powers  and  privileges  of  con- 
suls, 301. 
on  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  and 

Georgia,  320. 
fortlie  purchase  of  ground  on  whicli 

public  buildings  are  erected,  2^ 
to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the 

states,  336,  ^37,  aSfii 
•u  a  farther  allowance  to  officers  of 

tlie  army,  3^  ^ 
to  congratulate  the  sieur  Gerard,  on 

the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 

Louis  XVI .  of  F  ranee,  342. 
lb  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 

board  of  war,  ML 
to  superintend  the  funeral  of  William 

H.  Drayton,  34iL 
on  the  annual  elecUon  of  officers  (tf 

the  treasury  department,  349. 
for  quieting  diKturhances  arising  on 

New-Hampshire  grants,  350,  363. 
on  a  memorial  of  the  Indiana  land 

company,  359^  260. 
•f  conference  with  Pennsylvania,  in 

the  case  of  tJie  sloop  Active,  2diL 
to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  states 

on  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  372, 

S3. 

on  a  memorial  of  Geo.  Morgan,  £3. 
on  a  representation  of  New-Jersey, 

37^ 

on  a  day  of  general  thanksgiving, 

3/6  ,  377,  378. 
to  superintend  the  funeral  of  J. 

Hewes^  387. 
on  the  oflk'red  resignation  of  major* 

general  Sullivau,  390. 
on  a  mode  of  conveyance  for  Viqji- 

nia  troops  to  join  the  southern  anm^  . 

on  estimates  of  supplies  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  412. 

on  damages  to  the  owners  of  the  ship 
Holy  IVliiri)r8,  41H. 

to  superintend  the  expenditures  of 
the  staff  departments,  440. 

of  confereucu  with  geu.  Washington, 

448. 

with  Pennsylvania,4dL 
4fi£ 

on  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a 

bank,  470^471^415. 

on  salaries  of  the  civil  officers  of  go* 
vemnieut,  506,  MB. 

on  the  release  and  exchange  of  Hen- 
ry Laurens,  /">57. 

fur  collecting  and  publishing  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  Ike.  &c. 

of  conference  with  the  executive 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  561. 

on  a  representation  relative  to^  the 
clothier's  department,  filL 

on  the  cession  of  western  territorr 
by  Connecticut,  New-Tork,  and 

*  Virginia,  51L 

on  a  mode  for  announcing  tlie  ratifi- 
cation of  tlie  articles  ofconfedera- 
tiun,  580,  5SL 

on  an  act  ot  the  legiilatare  of  Coa- 
nt^cticut,  594. 


tD  tfpportioB  the  qiiotai  on  oae  mil' 
lioiifiv«  hundrea  thomand  rluii.irs, 

to  tqupotiaam  did  giurtas  od  quarter- 
master aud  coninimiy^a  «erlifi« 
eates,  690. 
of  coil  terence  with  Fennsylvan  ia,r)30. 
.  oa  Ctflebratton  of  the  atmiversary  of 
American  iitdepeiideuce,  G41. 
OD  claims  of  the  inbabiianis  of  ^ieur• 
HaapaUra  graais,  656,667,  729, 

730. 

on  the  treatment  of  coloitel  Isaac 
Haynca,  by  tfaa  eaeny,  660. 

to  prepare  :ukI  r<^|X)rt  a  proclamation 
lor  a  genet  ill  UlnIlks^l^  iiig,  OG^. 

oa  the  safe  keepiut;  oi  uapers  iu  the 
several  offices  ofihe  Treasury  ,674. 

on  the  surrender  of  the  garrisons  of 
York  and  CUoncester,  m  Virginia, 

tVTD, 

toapportino  the  quotas  of  the  states  on 
eight  m  1 1  Hons  of  doUari,  683, 68#. 

Committees  of  the  wholt-  house,  private  aiwBcBcea 
givuu  by  Congress,  tu,  201. 
Common  Sense  to  the  public,  on  Mr.  Deane's 
ailbirs,"  publiciiiion  under  ih'>  title  of,  177. 
Comptroller  of  the  treasury,  authoiized  and  ap- 
poiDted,  111,  666,667,672, 

67^. 

refereaces  and  directions  to 
the,  688,790, 736. 
Comply,  mons.  his  application  reji^rtoH,  273, 271. 
Coaakt,  Mr.  a  delegate  fiow  Mew-Jer^ev,  tiUa. 
Confederacy,  frigate,  commander  of  tue,  ap- 
poliited,  t)8. 

Coofederatioii,  in  behalf  of  the  states,  deic^atee 
aulhoriaed  to  sign  tbe  articles 
.     of,  SOI,  S08, 209, 280, 281 ,  Ji;3, 

676,  577. 

•nieMiof,ratifiedaiHlannotiiieed, 

57G,  n  i  I ,  ')80,  5.11 . 
entered  on  Uie  jour na  i  s 
of  Congrets,  586  to 
691. 

Googreti  direct  Cornelius  Sweers  to  be  cloeeiy 
confined  in  gaol,  1. 
their  recoamendation  relative  Co  stale 

laws,  1. 

direct  Benjamin  Flower  to  be  a;  rested 
andconhued,  2,  3,  5. 

tiieir  pid>lic  audience  to  the  sienr  Ge* 
r^al,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9. 

dk^t  tho  Keizut  e  of  the  papt :  s  of  Ben- 
jamin Flower  and  Corneliuii  Sweers, 

6. 

their  iesolve  re.specting  the  late  expe- 
dition n'^uinst  Khode-Island,  10. 

th^^ti-  thuiik^^  tu  g«n.  Nelson,  and  his  vo- 
lunteer corps  of  cavalrj  ,  11. 

their  declanuinn  itl;iti\c  to  Gt*orce 
Johnstone,  BriU^h  counmi.'<bioner,Id, 

U,  15. 

thr']]-  rr^':;!!  kit  ion  respecting  financial 

busineH;>,  15,  16. 
their  allowance  to  ofiieere  for  horses 
•     ■  kilted  ill  battle,  16. 

,  '         tlieir  decision  relative  to  passports  to 
go  into  Nevr-Torfc,  t6. 
rescind  llicir  resolution  of  the  9th  of 

June  last,  17.  ^ 
diiroet  an  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
hospital, in  tlic eastern departmeni,17. 
consider  the  state  of  foreign  affairs,  18, 
19,  20,  21 ,  22,  26.  29, 59,  G5,  69,  74, 
76,80,89,  1G3.  Kvl.  171, 
172,  ^1,  ^2,  mtomj 


Couiii  CSS  receive  information  from  SIfca  uearife, 

21,  ^1. 

their  resolve  respecting  loan-office  cer- 
tilieates,33. 

tlicir  dec  ision  in  the  case  of  brindier- 

seperal  Weedon,  23,  24. 
dutnoriae  tbe  oialting  up,  storing,  and 

^  transporiing  imported  clothing,  25. 

authorize  an  ai  mcd  naval  force  to  aa* 
noy  the  enemy,  25,  26. 

authorize  the  a|)poiiiiiiient  of  naval 
courts  of  enquiij,  ajid  courts-mar- 
tial, 26. 

.  their  resolve  relative  to  applications  lo 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  29. 
their  decl&ion  on  the  application  of 
Messrs.  Uodgdon  and  B town, 30,81. 
regulate  the  quantity  of  articles  com- 
posing t  aiiua.s,  34. 
•ittlwrtBe  the  prosecution  of  a  claisi 
for  a  vei>sel  -Awi  eitrgo  sunk  in  tlw 
river  Dela\(.aie,  <J5. 
their  nminimuus  deeisioB  in  tho  case  of 
John  Cr.iinuily,  36. 
.  encourage  Uie  recruiting  service, 38,84. 
take  measures  for  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions to  the  eastern  state-^,  II 
direct  the  settlement  of  accounts  lor 

bacit  rations,  43. 
their  allowance  to  briptde-chaplaias, 

43. 

their  allowance  to  auditors  of  army  oe- 
coonis,  and  their  clerks,  42. 

direct  a  militia  guard  to  be  stationed  at 
Philadelphia,  4S. 

dteir  reisolve  respecting  col.  ProCtor's 
reeiment  of  artiUei^,  43. 

est^isfa  k  corpsof  Genaan  volanteen, 

■y 

fix  their  hours  of  adjournment,  from 

chty  to  day,  44. 
their  decision  relative  to  tbeconTeafiOD 

of  Saratoga,  45, 46. 
direct  a  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit, 

46,  47. 

authorize  an  increase  of  coutinentsi 
bou^itv,  48. 

direct  clotliiug  and  blankets  to  be  ssst 
to  tlie  :irniy,  49. 

approve  of  general  Sullivmi's  retreat 
uom  Rhoue-I  inland,  50. 

approve  of  the  conduct  oftlie  marqsii 
dc  ia  Kuveitc,  50. 

approve  ot  the  eondact  of  major  Mor- 
ris^ 50. 

appoint  a  miuiHter  pluiiipotcntxary  lo 

the  eonrt  of  France,  53, 56. 
direct  the  vemtn  :i!  of  the  prisoneitef 

war  taken  at  baratoga,  53. 
aatlwrise  an  application  for  pasj^rts 

to  trnrtspfjrt  provisioii';:  :.:a{  U\('\.'3. 
aulhonxc  magazines  of  provisioub  lu  t>c 

established,  53. 
authorize  ihc  exchange  of  William 
■  FraaJdin  for  John  M'K,iniey ,  56, 57, 

68. 

direct  A  list  of  officers  and  vessels fif 

the  navy,  to  be  furnisiied,  58. 
•  antborixe  a  new  arrangement  of  the 

trea*iory  ileparlnient,  58,70,71,72. 
their  resolve  relative  to  money  paid  by 

regimental  pay-masters,  61. 
iaformation  relative  to  misa;  iilicatioi 

of  monev  by  Silas  Deane,  ^i\en  to,63. 
approve  ot*  governor  Clinton's  cundacf, 

as  commandant  of  dm  fortresses  oa 

Uudsoa  nveri  64. 


^  .d  by  Google 
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€outrtess  direct  VViiUaai  Cartiiicbael  to  attend  »t| 
the  bar  of  the  boose,  Go,  63^  74,  7."), 

76^81. 

direct  William  Curmichael  to  lie  ex- 
amined on  oath,  6iL 

their  allowance  to  Ethan  Allen,  (i(L 

resolve  to  defend  the  states  of  South- 
Cai'oiina  and  Georgia,  G7 , 08,  2iL 

their  provision  for  disabled  otiicers  and 
i»olaiers,  68^  filL 

assign  a  dajHor  hearing  Silas  Deane, 

69.  7o. 

iisue  more  bills  of  credit,  73. 

llicir  reply  to  a  Icltcr  from  sir  Heurj 
Clinton,  73,  74. 

audiorizc  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners on  the  bri-;u:ti  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Saraioga,  74, 

direct  count  Pulaski  to  attend  the  board 
;  of  war,  TL 

authorize  the  taking  of  provisions  for 

.  \h(i  use  of  the  army,  77,  78. 
^contiuue  in  furcc  tiw  emburgo  on  ex- 
portation of  provisions,  78^  2^ 

their  instructions  to  the  board  of  war, 

order  count  Pulaski's  legion  to  Little 

Egg  Harbor,  ^ 
order  count  Pulaski's  legion  to  Sussex 

Court  House,  N.  J.  IDL 
direct  an  enquiry  into  the  treatmrnt  by 
•         the  enemy,  of  iieut.  col.  Baylor,  &.c. 

QL 

their  resolve  for  suppressing  theatrical 

entertainments,  Aic.  85, 
their  injunction  to  officers  of  the  armv, 

aiL 

apf)it)ve  of  certain  proceedings  of  the 
state  of  Rhode-Island,  87} 

their  directions  to  the  di-puiy  pay-mas- 
ter general  in  Georgia,  6ic.  88j  89. 

their  recommendation  to  the  execuitvc 
authorities  of  the  states,  90.  1L 

direct  a  removal  of  prifonei's  of  u*ar  to 
Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  91^  QiL 

tlieir  resolves  res|)ccling  count  d'Es- 
taing,  his  ofiir<:rs, 

their  recommendation  to  the  slates,  re 
liitive  to  the  valuation  of  lands,  9ii,'.'i. 

direct  die  settlement  of  accounts  of 
otiicers  and  soldiers  in  hospitals,  &lc 

order  Iieut.  col.  Cambray  to  South-Ca- 

ruliiia,  llfL 
diroft  the  arrest  and  cou6nement  of 
David  Franks,  commLssaiy  of  Bri- 
tish prisoners,       97j  iiiL 
aiitiioiiKe  »  general  exchange  of  pri- 


MMiers 


of 


war, 


92. 


prrmi»  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  lo 
return  to  France,  9IL 

order  s-Mieral  Gates  to  take  the  com- 
iii;iud  of  troops  in  the  eastern  de- 
partment, HS. 

direct  the  scttlementof  accounts  of  Vir- 
ginia militia,  iliL 

direct  goods  and  effects  seized  at  Phi 
litdetphia,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
tlio  iu  inv,  98,  9a. 

prohibit  the  purchase  of  wheat  for 
forage,  H)2. 

direct  merchant  vessels  >o  be  chartered 
for  imblic  scrvire,  ID^ 

their  allowance  to  officers  of  cavalry, 

im. 

direct  the  sltinment  of  tobacco  for  the 
payment  01  debts  and  conlraclS|  1£I3. 


Congress  reward  Mons.  Tousard  for  his  gallant' 
conduct  ill  the  late  action  on  fUiode- 
Islniid,  li^ 
autliorize  a  new  arrangement  of  the 

board  of  war,  \Qh^ 
establish  the  salaries  of  officers  of  the 

treasui7  department,  lOH. 
their  n»anifesio  against  the  oppressive 
measures  of  Great-Britain,  SLc.  107, 

their  appointment  of  officers  of  the 

treasury  depart* 
ment,  111,112. 
of  a  secret  ry  of 
the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance, 
113.  LLL 
of  commiiisioners 
of  the  navy  board 
in  the  middle  dis- 
trict, 113. 

pennit  foretfrn  officers  to  leave  the 
service  and  return  to  France,  114, 

EE 

their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 

John  Laurens,  1  Ifi. 
permit  major  Derick  to  return  to  the 

United  Netherlands,  Hi 
request  a  call  uf  the  assembly  of  Dela* 

ware,  115. 
consider  David  Franks  as  no  longer  a 

prisoner  of  the  United  States,  I  Ifi. 
recommend  a  day  to  be  set  apart  for 
general  thanksgiving,  117,  124,  125. 

mi 

their  directions  relative  to  the  subsist- 
ence of  prisoners  of  war,  117. 
refuse  to  comply  with  a  peremptory 
itiquisition  of  the  British  adaiirat 
Gambier,  U8. 
take  nteasures  for  the  speedy  depart- 
ure of  two  vessels  from  Petersburg, 
in  Virginia,  1 19. 
consitlcr  a  plan  on  the  subject  of 
finance,  119,  122.123,124, 170.172. 

174t  176,  277,  279,  289,  f^TT 
2i«i,  306,  309,  310,~5T1,31^!,  3T3. 
316,  347^  3^1«,  3^373,  572\  573, 
~576,~577,"578,  59.3,  533. 
their  directions  to  the  committee  for 
superintending  the  commissary  and 
quarter-master's  de)>artments,  119. 
«     their  instructions  to  tlie  governor  of 
Maryland,  LiO. 
tlieir  resolve  relative  to  John  ConnoUv, 

12^! 

tlieir  approbation  of  tlie  conduct  of 

major  Silas  Talbot,  123. 
encourage  seamen  lo  entr  rinto  the  na- 
val service  of  the  Uuited  Slates, 

123,  m. 

authori'/.p  commissioners  to  be  ap|K  mt- 
ed  lor  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 

orderthe  attendance  of  brig,  general 
Wm.  Tiiumpsuu  at  tlic  bar  of  the 
House,  L22. 
tlioir  din  rtions  to  the  commissioners  of 

loans  in  the  seteral  stales,  LllL 
declare  brig,  general  Wm.  Thompson 
to  he  cnilly  of  an  insult  to  the  hi>nof 
and  dignity  of  their  body,  and  of  a 
breach  of  nrivilege,  131,  167,  168. 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for  de- 
termining the  rank  of  olhcers,  132, 

133,  IM. 
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CoBgreM,  dieir  allowjiuce  to  pay-masiers  iu  lieu 
of  ratioiMt  1^ 

direct  Wm.  Augustus  Atiee  to  be 
Mmmoned  9»  a  witneK^  ni^aiost  brig, 
general  W.  Tlioiii(>!joi),  LiL 

thnir  resolve  relative  to  colonel  Seth 
Warner's  regiment,  137. 

their  letter  to  admiral  Gambler,  138. 

consider  the  proceedings  of  courts- 
m^rtialin  the  trials  of  major-gene- 
rals Lee,  Schuyler,  and  St.  Clair, 
140,  1 14, 147,  m 

direct  forage  to  be  provided  for  the 
army,  141. 
the  di^KMition  of  clothing  at 
fort  Schuyler,  111. 

their  instructions  to  the  commissioners 
for  Indian  affairs,  ML 

their  resolve  relative  to  Noilh-Caroli- 
na  cavahy. 147. 

resignation  ot  Henry  Laurens  as  presi- 
dent of,  ISiL 

eloi  I  John  Jay  their  president,  151. 

determine  or  a  new  form  of  commis- 
sion to  officers  in  the  army,  162, 

take  mea.sures  for  detecting  and  necu- 
rioe  persons  of  suspicious  character 
in  rliiladelphia,  l.H. 

appoint  a  new  committee  of  commerce, 
and  astiffn  their  duties,  IM^ 

their'  thanka  to  Henry  Laurens,  late 
pre&ideot,  IM. 

his  acknowlctlgmentt,  156,  ISL 

direct  piyment  to  be  made  of  the  ex- 
pemliiurcs  of  their  presidents,  157. 

a|>prove  of  measures  taken  by  the  sieur 
Gerard,  158. 

direct  Uie  attendance  of  gen.  Wash- 
ington, lao. 

accept  the  apology  of  brig,  general 
Thompson,  i68. 

take  mea.<«ures  lor  the  redemption  of 
loans  and  siokiug  bills  of  credit,  liiS 

to  LLL 

amthorise  a  contract  for  the  manutuc- 

turc  of  muskets,  swords,  iuc.  173. 
determine  the  quotas  of  states  for  the 

I»aymeut  of  filteeu  roillious  of  dol- 
ars,  17f . 

then-  proceedings  relative  to  John 
Dunlup  and  Thomas  Faine,  177, 
178,  179,  180, 181,  m 
information  given  by  Henry  Xaurens 

to,         180,  181. 
direct  an  additional  battalion  to  be 

raised  in  Virginia,  179. 
their  regulations  relative  to  prisoners 

of  war,  180j  ISO, 
their  resolve  relative  to  col.  Hartley's 

reginieili,  int. 
tlieir  circular  letter  to  the  states,  182, 

183,  IM 


their  directions  on  the  subject  of 

finance.  1 84,  185. 
their  nri'tmnwus  resolve  relative  to  a 
truce  or  peace  with  the  enemy,  184. 
bsue  new  bills  of  credit  for  the  ex- 

chanije  of  others,  184. 
tbeir  letter  to  Mons.  de  Beaiunarchais, 

18.'> 

their  directions  to  the  treastirer  for 
exchange  of  bills  of  credit,  ISa. 

their  directions  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs  relative  to  Thomas 
Paine,  186. 

their  directions  to  the  pay-mastcr  gene- 
ra and  audi  tors  of  army  accoants^lSL 


Congress  urge  Virginia  and  North -Carolina  to 
assist  South-Carolina  and  Georgia, 

188,  IM. 

refuse  to  cemply  with  the  request  of 
major-general  Philips,  189. 

renew  their  resolve  for  an  iiKutiiy  into 
the  conduct  of  Thomas  MifSin,  late 
quarter-master  general,  189,  190. 

encourage  the  recruiting  service,  1^ 

their  directions  to  the  isedtcal  depart- 
ment, 190, 

their  resolve  relative  to  back  ratioos 
due  to  the  army,  191 ,  \^ 

their  resolve  reluti\c  to  American  and 
British  officers  svg^ested  to  have 
broken  their  paroles,  19^,  1^ 

order  payment  for  siupplies  to  troops 
on  the  west  side  of  Hudson  river, 

m 

direct  bills  of  credit  to  be  examiued 
and  destroyed,  19.^. 

direct  an  arrangement  of  the  commis- 
sary and  quarter-master's- depart- 
ments to  the  westward,  193. 

information  relative  to  major  Clarksoa 
given  to,  193, 

•rder  count  Pula^i  and  hta  legion  to 
South-Carolina,  194. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  1^/^ 

borrow  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  at 
an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent., 

direct  the  corps  commanded  bv  couit 

Pulaski  ancf  colonel  Armand  to  be 
.  recruited,  196. 

permit  colonel  Amand  de  Kouerie  to 

return  to  France,  196. 
take  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 

distressed  inhabitants  of  Rhode 

l-sland,  12L 
determine  tiie  naoiber  of  auditors  of 

army  accounts,  197. 
permit  Mons.  de  la  Neuville  to  retun 

to  France,  1^  m 
consider  and  decide  on  commercial 

transactions  of  Robert  Morris,  198, 

i99,m 

direct  the  settlement  of  regimental 

pay-masters,  2fliL 
their  directions  to  count  Pulaski  and 

col.  Armand  de  la  Rouerie,  200, 
authorize  the  appointment  of  aa  ia- 
spector-generai  of  the  army,  SMC,  303, 

aHT 

define  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  at  tillcry, 

AuthoriEe  the  appointment  of  field 
commissaries  and  conductors  of  mi- 
litary stores,  2DiL 

authorize  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor of  ordnance,  CQ5.  SjfL 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  207. 

their  directions  to  the  treasurer  of 
loans,  2Q7. 
-  to  the  marine  coin- 
mittee,  208. 

©rder  brig,  jreneral  M'lntosh  to  head- 
quarters, aliL 

then-  decision  relative  to  portmanteaus 
and  valeses,  208. 

determine  that  no  brevet  eommissioo 
be  granted  except  with  the  coaseat 
of  nine  states,  208. 

their  directions  relative  to  the  conven- 
tion troops  in  Albemarle  couotv, 
Virginia,  m 


INDEX 


'ougress  order  blank  comlnis^>ious  to  be  sent  to 
llie  several  states,  -0?^- 
uusealed  letters  to  be  seut  to  ma- 
ior-general  Lee,  209. 

accept  the  resigaation  ot  uiajor-general 
Tbonias  Mifflin, 

authorize  the  raising  uf  five  companies 
of  rangers,  212. 

disapprove  of  the  negociation  of  bills 
in  New-York,  by  geu.  Lee,  2LL 

take  measures  to  supply  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode-Ulduu  with  piovi- 
gious,  214. 

authorize  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
missioner to  settle  accounts  for  ar- 
rears of  clothing,  21j,  21l). 

authorize  an  alteration  uf  the  apix>r- 
tionmeut  of  taxes  assigned  to  K- 
Island,  21iL 

ihoir  directions  to  the  quarter-master 
general,  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, and  clotliier -genera I,  217, 

m: 

prescribe  the  form  in  which  certificates 
•     of  otlicers sliali  be  given  and  authen- 
tit  aicd,  "ZliL 
authorize  u  cartel  for  the  general  ex- 
clmnge  of  prisoners  of  war,  218, 


r^ect  an  application  of  the  chevalier 

de  la  Colombe,  ^liL 
decide  on  a  libel  in  tlie  admiralty 
court  of  Fennsylvaiiia,  in  the  case 
* '     of  tlie  sloop  Activ  e,  21^  220^  22L 
their  resolves  relative  to  military  com- 
missions to  olficers,  ^12^ 
their  resolves  relative   to  the  tliii'd 

Pennsylvania  regiment,  2^22. 
direct  the  continental  infantry  for  the 
next  campaign  to  consist  of  eighty 
.  battalions,  2:;^ 

authorize  a  bounty  to  recruits  inlistcd 

for  the  war,  2^ 
establish  a  corps  of  engineers,  224. 
auithoi  izc  the  sale  of  tlie  armed  cutter 

Revenge,  224^ 
their  directions  to  the  clotliter-^eneral 

and  quar  er-master  genct  al,  225. 
add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 

and  orders,  22(j. 
direct  returns  to  be  made  of  officers, 
iic.  22t^ 

authorize  the  inlistmcnt  of  wagoners 
.  •  to  serve  during  Uie  war,  222. 

order  rescinded,  2.53. 
their  directions  tu  iiii»uiug  commissa- 
ries, 222. 

refuse  to  accept  the  resignation  of  ma- 
jor-general bchuyle  r,  228,  22UL 
authorize  a  day  to  l>e  ap(>ointed  for  a 

general  fast,"  229^  m 
authorise  a  loan  to  Penn<<ylvania  of 

two  millions  of  dollars,  2;^. 
regulate  the  department  of  tlie  cloth- 

ler-ceneral,  231,  232. 
dteir  directions  to  the  commissioners 

for  Indian  aft'airs,  233,  234'. 
their  proceedings  on  a  representation 
of  Pennsylvania,  234. 

m^HKt    Li  I  ,    '  *  v3i?. 

-k  •        on  intelligence  rela- 

nTh*' '  -  tive  to  the  views 

■s-  .1         and  designs  of  Eu- 

ro'Mian  courts,  2.3(i. 


»  J 


direct  the  vea.s  and  nays  to  be  printed 
in  their  journals,  236.  2.31. 


Congress,  approve  of  and  confirm  baron  Steu- 
ben's system  of  regulations,  237 
their   in.«itruction8  to  Virginia  and 

North-Carolina,  2rT7. 
rescind  Uieir  resohition  of  the  21th  of 
July,  1776,  so  far  as  it  relates. to  the 
Bahama  islands,  237,  2u£. 
i.   direct  the  printing  and  distributing  of 
'      their  public  journals,  23^. 
-•         their  allowance  to  the  representatives 
of  Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  239, 

ML 

approve  of  a  contemplated  expedition 

against  the  Seneca  Indians,  242. 
their  resolve  relative  to  Salisbui'y  iron- 
works, in  Connecticut,  2:1^. 
permit  major  de  Neuville  to  join  the 
,  southern  army,  242. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  2J:i^ 
grant  commissions   to  chiefs  of  the 
Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes  of  In- 
dians,  243. 
■  »    llieir  resolves  on  a  conference  held 
with  Pennsylvania,  243,  24:4. 
'  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  court- 
»        ,    martial  for  the  trial  of  mnjor-general 
Arnold,  24^ 
their  resolve  relative  to  baron  Steuben, 

24.'). 

their  allowance  to  the  clothier-general 

and  his  assistants,  24.'). 
direct  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  245. 
their  decision  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Win* 
'      del,  2^ 
authorize  the  purchase  of  necessaries 

for  the  army,  2 Mi. 
direct  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of 
war  in  the  southern  department,  247. 
appoint  David  C.    Claypoole  their 

printer,  247. 
their  resolve  in  the  case  of  Archibald 
Steel,  deputy  quarter-master  gene- 
ral, 24fix 

appoint  commissioners  for  destroying 
I>il1s  of  credit,  and  fix  their  compen- 
sation, 24E. 
their  allowance  to  the  treasurer  of 

loans,  248. 
direct  a  republication  of  their  vote  of 

thanks  to  major-general  Lee,  249. 
accept  of  the  ofiered  services  of  volun- 
teers for  the  defence  of  South-Caio- 
lina  and  Georgia,  249. 
authorize  a  loan  of  arms  from  Virginia, 

249. 

explain  and  enforce  their  rejHjlve  of 
the  21  St  of  August,  1778,  249. 
_    their  resolve  respecting  the  exportation 
of  flour  and  grain,  2iiQ. 
augment  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters 
and  packets,  2.')2. 
*^     the  salaries  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  |)ost-office  de- 
•  partment,  2^ 

permit  general  Lincoln  to  retire  from 
the  command  of  the  southern  armv, 

2j3. 

authorize  the  inlistment  of  wagoners 
during  the  next  campaign,  2o3,  261. 
•  authorize  the  raising  of  troops  for  the 

defence  of  Rho.le-Mand,  253,  25 ^ 
S.'^o,  261,  262,  266.^ 
accept  the  resignation  of  ma^or-genc- 
ral  Schuyler.  2M.  . 
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Congress  allow  additional  rations  to  colooels 

coininauding  bngadess,  i^54. 
Cb«ir  declaration  relative  to  commis* 

sioners  of  the  United  States  to  the 

couru  of  Europe,  256.  , 
^^their  proceedinpi  relative  to  the  island 

of  Beruiiida,  ^  2G5. 
add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 

and  orders, 
authorize  a  farther  emission  of  loan- 

office  certificaies,  263^ 
their  proceedings  relative  to  maj.gen. 

Arnold,  264,  265. 
<iirect  a  division  of  prJ^e  floods  taken 

by  sundry  vessels,  205 . 
their  proceedings  relative  to  Arthur 

Lrp,  266. 
allow  tlve  rt  asouablc  expenses  of  gen. 

Heath's  table, 
their  congratiil:itions  on  the  birth  of  a 

French  princens,  2(]Ct. 
issue  more  bills  of  credit,  2<37,  268. 
authorize  a  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 

couuuofthe  late  Joseph  Trumbull, 

2fi3,2(]9. 

urge  N«U'-Hani))shire,  Massachusetts, 
and  Connecticut,  to  complete  their 
quotas  of  troops,  269. 

authorize  an  exchange  of  bills  of  cre- 
dit, m 

refuse  to  send  Hupp^lies  of  provisions 
toBermitda,  269^  22(L 

order  Vireinia  troops  to  South-Caro- 
lina, 21L 

urge  rs'orth-Carolina  to  complete  its 

quota,  271. 
their  lUauks  to  col.  Van  Shaick,  &c. 

22L 


approve  of  the  conduct  of  colonels 

Davics  and  Harrison,  271. 
their  recommendation  to  American 

prisoners  of  war  with  the  enemv, 

271. 

their  information  to  New-Jersey,  22L 
establish  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
eiiijineers,  sappers,  and  miners,  272 


establish  the  pay  of  comiiiipsaries  of 

issues  and  quarter-masters,  ^£22. 
establish  the  pay  of  wagon-inasters  and 

commissaries  ot'  ioraKC,  273. 
authorize  gen.  Moultrie  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Mjiiiliern  army,  274. 
receive  inrotniaiion  of  tlie  ujovcmeuts 

of  the  British  fleet,  274,  27.5. 
pmceediiigs  ihereon,  274,  275. 
their  lesolve  relative  to  tlie  motion  of 

M.Smith,  276,277. 
tl)eir  resolve  relative  to  count  Pulas- 
ki's le«fion,21L 
th(Mr  instructions  to  the  commissioners 

for  Indian  affairs,  277. 
their  allowance  to  tlie  adjutant-gene- 
ral and  his  assistants,  277. 
permit  brig,  general  Mlntosh  to  join 

the  southern  armv,  278. 
take  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Bermuda,  2^ 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  application 
of  M.  Sniiih,  a  delegate  from  Virgi- 
nia, 22iL 

their  rcciuisition  on  the  several  states 
for  fortv-five   millions  of  (ldlai*s, 

219. ISO,  2U. 

objortions  of  Maryland  to  the  articles 
of  cuufederation  laid  before,  281 , 


Congress,  their  resolve  relative  to  sBpcmomerary 
oliicers  of  ihe  army, 
their  resolve  relative  to  JohB  Lewis 

Gervais,285. 
their  proceed ings  respecting  the  isha- 
bitants  of  New- Hampshire  Gnois^ 
285,  286,  2127,  298^  308,  m  %.l 
365.  366,  371.153,  TO,  463; 

656  ,  657,  658,  7TT.  7^755 
■  ^  toiii 
their  resolve  relative  to  a  decisioo  cu 

the  legality  of  captures,  22L 
their  letter  to  the  minister  pleiuptK 

tentiary  from  France, 
tlieir  resolve  relative  to  the  exehangt 

of  prisoners  of  war,  287. 
detfrmine  ou  retaliation  for  cruelties 

inflicted  by  the  enemy,  288,  $89. 
receive  a  representation  from  the  n- 

ecutive  council  of  PennsjlvMu, 

their  address  to  the  several  stetps, 

their  directions  to  the  paymaster-gene- 
ral, 22a. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  298. 

their  proceedings,  relative  to  the  claims 
of  M.  Beaumarchais,  299,  3O0,m 

determine  the  rank  of  col  Dubois, 

tljeir  resolve  respecting  the  ({uarter- 
master  and  commissary  general, 

add  new  rules  to  their  standing  rde$ 
and  orders,  3QLa 

rccal  Ralph  Izard  and  Williu  Lee 
from  Europe ,  302j  302. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  Silas 
Dcane  and  Arthur  Lee,  m, 

authorize  a  loan  of  twen^  miUioDS  of 
dollars,  306,  316,  SIS. 

prescribe  the  form  of  a  commi^ion  for 
staff  officers,  307. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  Dr.  Join 
V  Morgan,  307. 

direct  an  enquiry  into  the  condoctcrt 
Dr.  Wtlliani  Ship|>en,  jtin.  m 

their  ^lanks  to  the  executive  council  of 

'  Pennsylvania,  310. 

direct  a  prosecution  a^iost  JohB 
M'Kalister,  for  peculation  and  em- 
bezzlement of  puolic  stores,  MQ. 

their  gratuity  to  soldiers  enlisted  to 
serve  during  the  war,  310. 

forbid  the  plundering  of  jjersous  adja- 
cent to  Long-Island,  ^c.  311. 

their  instruciions  to  governor  Liring 
ston,  of  New-Jersey,  314. 

cannot  controul  the  internal  police  o. 
any  state, 

their  proceedings  res|)ectin(jbill5of  crf- 

dit  called  out  of  circulation.  317, 3h 
their  allowance  to  Margaitji  Corbui, 

their  allowance  to  officers  semng  as 

sub  and  brigade  inspectors,  ^0. 
take  measures  for  expi  diting  ibe^w- 

parture  of  the  ship  Defence,  Sy.-^- 
take  measures  for  the  defence  ot  imw- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  320,  22i 
regulate  the  quarter-master  and  coa- 

niT^saries' departments, 
authorize  a  new  arrangement  of  m«F 

Hcni7  Lee's  partisan  corpse,  2^ 
release  Heut.  rol.  Harmon  Zedwiti  frtw 

confinement,  322. 
dismiss  col.  James  Easton  fro""'* 
i  service  of  the  United  States, 
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Congress  issue  more  bills  of  credit,  324. 

-  tlieir  representation  relative  to  Gusta- 
vus  Conuij^haro,  324. 
their  proceedings  respecting  John  G. 

Duarti,32o,3'26. 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  renuest  of 

lieut.  colonel  BrearK  ,  326,  ozl. 
take  measures  to  prevent  des<;rtious  of 
the  cunvention  troops, 
327,  327. 
for  secuiing  barracks 
-o|ff  andotlier  public  build- 

ings  of  the  U.  Slates, 
327,  328. 

regulate  the  department  of  commissary 
of  hides^  328. 

receive  information  of  a  successful  at- 
tack on  Stony  Point,  329. 

their  thanks  to  generals  Washington 
and  VVavne,  329. 

aporovc  dt  the  conduct  of  lieut.  col. 
Fleury  and  other  officers,  329. 

authorize  a  distribution  of  military 
stores  taken  at  Stony  Point,  329. 

their  ordinance  for  establishing  a 
board  of  treasury,  330  to  333. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  consuls, 

333,  334. 

their  allowance  to  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  in  Europe,  .334, 

33.J. 

rec^uest  major-general  Lincoln  to  eon- 
tmuc  his  command  in  S.  Carolina, 

336. 

eng.ige  to  repay  South-Carolina  for 
^MJh  military  stores',  336. 

^licir  proceedings  relative  to  a  provi- 
sion of  half-pay  to  officers,  33^3 ,.337, 

339,  .m. 

their  proceedings  in  tlie  ca.se  of  John 

Douglass,  337. 
their  circular  letter  to  the  states,  338. 
authorize  a  guard  to  be  stationed  at 

Sunbury,  in  Pennsylvania,  338. 
tlieir  directions  to  the  clothier-general. 

338. 

recommend  a  provision  for  such  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  us  shall  serve  <!u;  tug 
th'  war,  and  for  widows  of  deceased 
officers,  Aic.  339,  310. 

tlieir  allowance  to  officers,  &.c.  for  sub- 
^        sistence,  340. 

their  allowance  to  the  commissary- 
jfcneral  of  pri.soners,  340,  341. 

refuse  their  assent  to  a  reque&t  of  ma- 
jor-general Philips,  341. 

their  resolve;  respecting  a  farther  con- 
tiuuance  of  the  embargo,  ;>4I,  342, 
*  •  343,  3U. 

their  congratulations  on  the  :ui.ii\er- 
sarv  of  the  birth  of  Louis  XV  I.  of 
France,  3^12. 

determine  on  the  defence  of  Geo r;; in, 

■M2. 

direct  copies  of  papers  lo  be  furnished 
to  inliahitant'i  of  Nevv-f bunpsiiire 
grants,  3^42,  3t3. 

their  conditional  transfer  of  claims  to 
vessels  and  cargoes  sunk  in  the  De- 
laware river,  343. 

to  be  furnished  with  an  account,  of 
-  money  received  and  issuecl,  3U»,  351. 

aprn-ove  of  jreneral  Washington's  plan 
for  conducting  the  western  expedi- 
tion, M6. 

t^^t».^      their  directions  to  Joseph  Clay,  deputy 
{>u)-niaster  general,  3^. 


Congress,  their  instrisctions  to  Delaware  relative 
to  a  continuance  «>f  die  embargo,.34lj. 
direct  an  en({uir}'  into  the  conduct  of 

the  board  of  w»u",  347. 
take  measures  for  supplying  tlie  con- 
.      •  vention  troops  at  Albemarle  bar- 
racks, 347. 
their  resolve  respecting  the  emission 
:t.  L.i      of  bills  of  credit,  348. 

attenfl  the  fune;nl  of  William  H.Dray- 
ton, a  delegate  from  boutli-Ciirolina, 

349. 

'■  authorize  adivision  of  prize  goods  cap- 
tured by  continental  vessels,  350. 
authorize  the  erection  of  barracks  for 
g     quartering  troops  in  Khode-Island| 
♦-t  3jO. 

confirm  the  arrangement  made  of  the 
.*  r         Massachusetts  line,  350. 

recjuest  tlieir  president  to  prepare  a 
.   -       circular  letter  to  the  states,  3o0, 352 

to  ^J58. 

.  >v,    take   measures  for  quieting  distur- 
bances on  ^ew-Hampshire  grants, 

350,  .%5,  366. 

^  their  proceedings  relative  to  a  con<iuu- 
ance  of  the  embairgo.  350. 
authorize  clothing  to  oe  provided  for 

the  army,  351. 
grant  a  private  audience  to  the  sieur 
.  Gei-ard,  to  take  his  leave,  360.  361, 

'  362. 

rescind  their  order  of  the  26th  of  Au- 
gust, relative  to  col.  Knoblauch,  360. 

direct  the  manner  in  which  future  ap- 
plications for  money  shall  be  made, 

360. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  362,  363. 

take  measures  for  supplying  the  army 
with  clothing,  363. 

take  measures  to  reinforce  the  south- 
ern army,  363, 364. 

their  instructions  to  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  &.C.  3<j5.  366. 

their  thanks  to  gen.  Washington,  lord 

.    Stirling,  367. 

their  answer  to  a  communication  of  the 
sieur  Geraixi,  368. 

api)oini  John  Jay  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  to  Spain, 

368. 

elect  Samuel  Huntington,  of  Connec- 
ticut, their  president,  368. 

refuse  permission  to  British  officers  to 
go  into  New- York,  368. 

their  instructions  to  Virginia  relative 
to  the  convention  tioops,  369. 

authorize  rum  and  sugar  to  be  sold  at 
the  prime  cost  and  charges,  370, 

authorize  a  plan  of  regulations  for  con- 
ducting die  ua\alaH'airs of  the  United 
States,  370. 

their  testimonial  in  favor  of  lieut.  col. 
Fleury,  370. 

their  vote  of  thanks  to  John  Jay,  late 
president,  370,  371. 

their  recommendation  to  New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  and  xN.  York, 

371. 

their  recommendation  to  the  executive 
authority  of  Marv  lund,  371 . 

their  direction  to  major-general  Ar» 
nold,  372. 

their  cxplanator}'  resolve  relative  to 

the  subsistence  of  officers,  373. 
authorize  payment  to  Iw  mmle  for  flour 
^aud  rice  purchased  lor  the  army ,374. 
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Congress  authorite  payroeiit  to  be  made  for  cloth 
taken  from  fulliug'inills  in  Penosyl- 
\'ania,  374. 
tlicir  circular  letter  to  accompany  re- 
IvC':*  solutions  relating  to  finance,  374. 

^f^k*   ■      approve  of  the  conduct  of  N  icholas  and 

Mark  Fo(|net,  375. 
«^     •  •  ■   authorize  Jacob  IliUzhcimcr  to  pro- 
vide tor  horses  belonging  to  dcle- 
'.    I !  gales,  375. 

dieir  thanks  to  Gens.  Washington,  Sui- 
i  •  livan,  ikLC.  375. 

'  •    appoint  a  day  of  general  thanksgiving, 
370,377,378. 
tSHue  more  bills  of  credit,  376. 
grant  leave  of  abseni-e  to  Heut.  col. 
Henry  B.  Livingston,  for  twelve 
t  .*  months, 376. 

peruiii  Mons.de  la  Neuvillc  to  return 
to  t  ranee,  376,  377. 
*^  rescind,  iu  |>aii,  their  resolution  of  the 

second  ot  July  last,  377. 
direct  Indian  corn  meal  to  supply  the 
want  of  flour  for  the  convention 
troops,  377. 
authorize  an  enquiry  resnectinj?  rations 
drawn  and  delivered  iu  Fhiludcl- 
s   •     •       phia,  377. 

their  lesolve  relative  to  Mons.  Noir- 
mont  de  la  ISeuville,  379. 
'     establish  the  salaries  of  officers  of  the 
Treasui-v  department,  380. 
tlicir  thanks  to  gen.  Washington,  col. 
Broadhead,  fac.  381. 
*      permit  the  Baron  de  Frey  to  return  to 
/        France,  381. 

their  allowance  to  ofBcers  of  the  medi- 
cal department,  381. 
authorize  leather  to  be  purchased  in 

Souih-Carolina,  381,  38'J. 
establish  a  boai-d  of  admiralty,  382,  383. 

their  duties  and  salaries,  382,  3iJ3. 
fix  a  day  for  drawins^  the  third  cla'-s  of 
the  Lfnited  Slates'  Lottery,  383,  381-. 
authorize  an  emission  of  loan  office 
certificates  in  payment  for  loltei"}' 
prizes,  383,  384. 
recommend  to  Virginia  to  suspend  iho 
issue  (if  warrants  for  unappropriated 
lands,  381,  3^'}. 
autliori'/.e  the  exchange  of  lieut.  col. 

Jolin  Connolly,  .%'5. 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  governor  Liv- 
ingston, of  New-Jersey,  38.t. 
take  nn'asures  to  prevent  intrusions  on 
Indian  lands,  386. 
.  ap[>oint  commissioners  nnd  ofh^r  offi- 
cers of  the  Board  of  TiCa^urv,  .).%, 

387. 

attend  the  funeral  of  J.  Hewes,  a  de- 
legate from  North-Carolina,  387. 

order  three  frigates  to  Ije  sent  from 
Boston  to  Soutli-Caroli.ia, 

their  direction  to  tlie  Board  of  Trea- 
sury, 387. 

authorize  a  reinforcement  of  the  south- 
ern army,  388. 

diret-t  a  court  of  enquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  briff.  general  Scott,  388. 

their  allowance  to  the  pay-master  ge- 
neral, 388,  389. 

their  allowance  to  the  board  of  war, 
navy-board,  Uc.  388,389. 

llieir  allowance  to  regimental  pay-mas- 
ters, .389. 

their  proceedinti?'  on  the  ofTered  resig- 
nation of  major-gcDcral  Snllivnn, 

389,  390. 


Cougross  peimit  the  British  generals  Philips  aod 
Reidesel,  to  go  into  New-York,  oq 
parole,  390. 
assign  a  day  for  giving  audience  to  the 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  390,  3'J2, 

39  J. 

grant  leave  of  absence  to  the  pay-mas- 
ter general,  390. 
their  proceedings  on  motions  relative 

to  candidates  for  public  offices,  390, 
.  391,401,402. 
authorize  provision  to  be  made  for 

Spanish  prisoners  of  war,  391. 
refuse  to  comply  fwitli  an  application  of 
■\-        MasRachusetts,  391. 

their  dis|)osi(ion  of  rum  and  sugar,  the 

property  of  the  United  States,  392. 
their  allowance  to  the  corj)s  of  artille- 
ry, cavalry,  artificers,  <lic.  39*2. 
establish  the  salar}'  of  their  deputy  se* 

cretarv  ,  392. 
appoint  George  Bond  their  deput}'  se* 

cretary,  392. 
their  instructions  to  the  states  relative 

to  tcBtimony  in  causes  to  be  tried  by 

couiis-martial,  392. 
authorize  the  apjxiintuientof  advocatea 

to  niana;Tc  maritime  causes,  392. 
their  public  audience  to  the  chevalier 

de  la  Luzerne,  390,  392  to  395. 
issue  more  bills  of  credit,  395. 
recommend  a  general  limitation  of 

prices  for  articles.  &c.  396. 
their  allowance  to  the  hospital  staff  of 

the  army,  397,  402. 
authorize  billsof  exchange  to  be  drawn 

and  s«ld,  398,  404. 
tlieir  allowance  of  clothing  to  officers 

of  the  line  and  staff,  399,  400. 
add  a  new  ruli*  to  their  standing  rule^ 

and  orders,  402. 
prescribe  conditions  of  peace  to  Indian 

tribes,  402,  403. 
honor  the  memory  of  count  Pula.ski, 

404. 

direct  a  new  cmissson  of  bills  of  credit, 

40-1,  405. 

accept  the   resignation  of  Jeremiah 

Wadsworth,  commissary -general  of 

purchases,  405,  408. 
acceptthe  resignation  of  major-gfinera\ 

Sutlivnn,  40b. 
direct  returns  to  l»e  made  of  assistants, 

deputies,^,  in  sundr)' de|iarln)e»ts, 

406- 

augment  the  salarit?8  of  the  post-master 
general,  and  comptmller  of  the  post- 
office,  406. 

their  proceedings  relaiive  to  major- 
general  Charles  Lee,  407,  408. 

direct  officers  absent,  and  on  furlough, 
to  join  their  resf)ective  corf)s,  408. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  the  British 
vessel  Greyhound,  408. 

order  Virginia  troops  to  join  the  .sooth- 
em  army,  409,  410. 

their  direction  to  the  agents  of  prizes, 

410. 

take  measures  to  furnish  provisions  for 

the  army,  410,  411. 
their  resolve  relative  to  tlie  re-inlist- 

meut  and  service  of  Virginia  troops, 

412. 

^  their  resolve  relative  to  a  continuance 
of  the  embargo,  412. 
assign  new  duties  to  the  assistant  audi- 
tor-general, 412. 


INDEX. 


Cojigress  urge  the  states  to  complete  their  quotas  ■ 
of  eii(hty  battalions  of  troops  ,4 1 3, 414. 

tlieir  allowance  of  subsistence  to  judge 
advocates,  414. 

their  requisition  on  Delaware  for  pro- 
visions, 414. 

their  allowance  to  officers  in  the  de* 
partmeot  of  field  coniuissary  of  mi- 
ll taiy  stores,  414,  413. 

their  resolves  retativt:  (O  witnesses  in 
causes  depending  before  courts>mar- 
tial,  413. 

tfieir  resolves  relative  to  the  sale  of 
bills  of  exchange,  414^ 

dieir  resolves  relative  to  disputes  be- 
tween Penosyivaaia  and  Virginia, 

416 

their  resolves  relative  to  the  post-office 

department,  416.  417. 
their  i evolves  relative  to  applications 
for  pronjotion  in  the  army  and  naw, 

416,  41!L 

their  recomoiendation  to  Connecticut, 

empower  gen.  Lincoln  to  n^rfuce  and 
iucofijorate  count  Pulaski's  cqi|j8, 

establish  the  rank  of  brigadiers-gene- 
ral Woodlord,  Muhlenberg,  bcoti, 
and  W  eedon,  MB. 

Iheir  allowance  to  Robert  Jewell,  his 
assistants  and  tui  ukey,  419. 

tfieir  directions  and  allowance  to  the 
conimiddary-geueral  of  purchases, 
and  his  assistants,  419, 420. 

urge  Connecticut,  New -York,  iic.  to 
furnish  provisions  to  the  army,  4^Q. 

,     421;  42^; 

discharge  supernumerar}*  officers  in  the 

barrack-master's  department,  421. 
direct  expresses  to  be  eii.ployed  for 

conveying  despatches,  4£L. 
direct  a  sahs  of  coffee  and  hugar  by  the 

committee  of  commerce,  ^L. 
rescind,  in  pai't,  their  resolution  of  the 

27lh  of  December,  4^1. 
their  allowance  to  officers  for  horses 

killed  in  baule,  4'21. 
direct  a  new  ari-angement  of  Georgia 

battalions,  421. 
their  allowance  to  marines  doing  gar- 
rison duty,  421. 
dismiss  major-general  Charles  Lee 

from  the  army  of  the  United  States, 

iDodify  llieir  resolve  of  the  I5th  of  De- 
cember, relative  to  Virginia  troo^, 

order  dragoon  horses  for  the  use  of  col. 
•  Armaud's  corps,  422. 

discontinue  their  allowance  to  officers 
of  thi*  ni u ste r i n g de pu r tin e  11 1 ,422 ,  43Q. 
their  resolves  respecting  the  exchange, 
safe-keeping,  and  subsistence  of  pri- 
soners of  war,  422^  423,  424. 
their  rciolves  respecting  the  eleventh 
— ^  article  of  the  treaty  of  amiQr  and 
commerce  wit!i  France,  425. 
establish  a  court  of  appeals  from  the 
decisions  of  state  aamiralty  courts, 

425,  427,  429. 


Congress  stop  the  pay  of  navy  officers  not  hi  ac- 
tual service, 

their  allowance  to  officers  in  the  seve- 
ral departments  of  government, 427,  ' 

4m 

^eir  directions  to  the  medical  coon* 

mittee,  428. 
their  directions  to  commissaries  of  is* 

sues,  428. 

their  directions  relative  to  the  third 
class  of  the  United  States  k>ttery, 

428, 429.  • 
their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 

inhabitants  of  New-Jersey,  429L 
assign  a  day  to  consider  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of 
major-gen.  Arnold,  429,  433,  4;'4. 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  New-Hamp- 

shire,  laid  before,  1^ 
their  regu  lations  in  cases  of  lost  or  cap- 
tured vessels  of  war,  4x31,  4.i2. 
tlieir  requisition  on  the  states  for  their 

quotas  of  troops,  4>}2. 
grant  leave  of  absence  to  col.  Armand, 

432,  433. 

authorize  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 

of  col.  Bland,  433. 
fix  the  quota  of  continental  troops  to  be 

raised  by  Gcoigia,  433. 
iheir  instructions  to  the  executive  au- 
thority of  South-Carolina,  433. 
dispense  w  ith  the  »ei  vices ot  brigadier- 
general  M'lntosh,  434,  ^^2^ 
their  ins> ruction h  to  the  commissioners 

for  Indtiiu  atJairs,  4^ 
their  resolve  respecting  officers  of  artil- 

lerv  and  cavalry,  434. 
appoint  col.  Armand  to  the  command 
of  the  late  count  Pulaski's  legion, 

434, 435. 

their  requisition  on  the  states  for  their 

quotas  of  supplies,  435, 4-LKj.  437. 
direct  monthly  returns  to  be  made  from 

hospitals  in  Souib-Carolina,  437. 
resolve  to  grant  no  colonel's  commis- 

sious  in  the  army,  437. 
their  allowance  to  lieut.  col.  Baldwin, 
and  oilier  officers  of  artillery  artifi- 
cers, 437. 

authorize  the  commander  in  chief  ta 
settle  general  Irvine's  claim  to  rank, 

their  explanatory  resolve  relative  to 
allowances  to  officers  and  soldiers, 

42L 

relinquish  the  share  of  the  United 
Suites  in  the  brigantine  Betsey,  438* 
assign  a  dav  to'  consider  the  claims  of 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampshire 
grants,  433. 
.  decide  on  an  application  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  loan-office  certificates, 


authorize  an  enquiry  itito  the  expenses 
of  the  sla/f  deuai  tments  of  the  army, 

authorire  an  enquir>'  into  abuse's  in  the 
<^uarter-ma^ter's  department,  at  Mar- 
tmsburgh,  in  Vicgioia,  4'25. 
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iirge  Virginia.  North-Carolina,  and 

Bouth-Carolina,  to  complete  their 
quotas  of  troops,  and  call  out  their 
militia,  438,  433. 

authorize  payment  to  he  made  for  sup- 
plies furnished  by  New-Jei^py,  45&. 

their  allowance  to  the  Baion  Steuben, 

m 

order  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  in 
favor  of  William  Bingham, 

direct  payment  to  be  made  for  arrears 
of  clothing  <lue  the  soldiery,  440. 

prohibit  the  allowance  of  pay  and  sub- 
ststeapr  to  persoas  out  of  office,  440. 
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Cougress,  tlieir  resolve  relative  to  soldiers  acting  C 
as  servants  to  officers,  440,  4H . 
direct  a  return  of  provisions  and  stores 

•  •  .     .     borrovired  by  the  agent  of  the  luarine 

of  France,  ML 
•»  •  •  *t  direct  a  statement  to  be  made  of  forage 
and  provisions  furuitihed  French 
*»       ••     troops,  141  ■ 

their  prociaiuatioD  for  a  general  fast, 
-  HI,  4^i. 

•  ''     '-'    continue  the  loan  directed  on  the  6th 

of  October,  ITTVm. 
issue  new  bills  of  credit,  bearing  nn 
aanual  interest  of  five  per  cent.  14- , 
»       .  443,  414. 

their  instructions  to  the  several  sta'.es, 

^  •  '      postpone  the  consideration  of  tiie  sub- 
ject   relative    to  New-Hampshire 

•  :r  ».  • .     grants,  444. 

discontinue,  after  six  months,  the  office 
ofcommissioner  of  clothing  account?; 

414. 

order  major-ffeneral  Lincoln's  bills  to  . 

be  accepted  and  paid,  44o. 
attend  the  funeral  of  Jame^  Forbes,  a 
delegate  from  Maryland,  44.'?. 
^         their  resolve  relative  to  the  loss  of  the 
brig  Eagle  and  cai-go,  445. 
extend  the  time  for  bringing  in  bills  of 
•        credit  called  out  of  circulation,  445. 
order  brigadier-general  du  Portad  to 

Join  the  southern  army, 
take  measures  for  a  supply  of  provisions 
to  the  convention  troops  at  Albe- 
marle barracks,  445. 
approve  tlie  raising  of  militia  for  the 
defence  of  New- York,  44iL 
•  an^ge  the  St.  Francois  tribe  of  Indians 
lu  the  service  of  the  United  btates, 

446.447. 

consider  an  application  from  INfissa- 
chusetts  relative  to  the  Penobscot  ex- 
pedition, 447. 

resolve  to  make  good  the  depreciation 
of  paper  currency,  447. 

their  instructions  to  a  committee  of 
conference  with  gen.  Washington, 

447.44a. 

their  decision  relative  to  a  «et(len)ent 
of  claims  for  provisions  purchased  in 
New- York,  45(L 

authorize  a  new  form  of  commission  to 
naval  officers,  4^0. 

take  measures  to  equalize  allowances 
to  prisoners  of  war,  45<),  4."?1 . 

direct  a  new  emission  of  loan -office 
certificates,  4aJ. 

authorise  a  form  of  commission  to  com- 
manders of  private  armed  vessels, 

453,  4.>1,  4J2i 

authorize  a  form  of  a  bond  to  be  given 
by  commanders  of  private  aroicd 
vessels,  452^  4.">3,  454,  4aiL 

their  instructions  to  commanders  of 
private  armed  vessels,  45^,  453, 454, 

their  allowance  to  deputy  pay-masters 

ffcneral,  and  their  assistants,  455. 
order  a  seal  to  be  engraved  for  the 

board  of  admiralty,  455. 
augment  the  rates  of  postage,  455^ 
their  directions  to  masters  of  packets, 

and  other  continental  vessels,  455. 
reject  the  application  of  the  baron  de 

Beniowski,  455,  456. 
their  reply  to  the  application  of  major- 
general  Arnold,  466. 


ess  authorize  the   renewal  of  destroyed 
loan-office  certificates,  45(L 

information  of  the  return  of  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  given  to,  457. 

their  requisition  on  ten  of  the  states  for 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  407. 

direct  additional  bills  of  exchange  to 
be  drawn  and  sold,  457. 

urge  the  states  to  complete  their  re- 
spective  quotas  of  troops,  458. 

urge  the  states  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tion of  provisions,  i^i^L 

take  measures  for  the  nccommodatjon 
of  exchanged  Americau  prl^^uuers  of 
of  war,  458. 

their  adowance  to  Samuel  W.  Stock- 
ton, 453,  459. 

\heir  resolves  relative  to  the  court  of 
appeals,  459. 

their  resolves  relative  to  arrears  due  for 
provision,  forage,  &,c.  459,  MAi. 

their  resolves  relative  to  surplus  sup- 
plies furnished  by  any  state,  4fi2. 

their  resolves  relative  lo  the  New- 
Hampshire  grants,  462,  463,  465. 

direct  arms  and  military  stores  to  be 
'        sent  to  North -Carolina,  4^3. 

their  resolve  respecting  issues  of  pro- 
visions and  forage,  4<T5. 

urge  ilje  state  of  Delaware  to  continue 
tlie  embargo  on  exportation  of  pio* 
visions,  465. 

take  measures  for  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts in  the  staft  departmenLs.  4fii 

authorize  major  general  Gates  to  take 
command  of  the  southern  army,  4^5, 

4557 

dlrfrct  estimates  to  be  furnished  of  pro- 
visions and  military  stores,  46G. 

order  brig,  general  Weedon,  and  col. 
Daniel  Alorgan,  to  join  the  southern 
arm< ,  166 . 

appoint  commissioners  of  the  chambers 
of  accounts,  46^ 

require  information  of  transactions  re- 
lative to  requisitions  made  on  the 
states,  467. 

direct  the  railitia  of  Virgfnia  and  ^orth 
Carolina  to  join  the  southern  army, 

467. 

order  colonels  Baylor  and  White's  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  to  be  recruited  and 
equipped,  4iil^ 

oixfer  major  Lee's  corps  to  join  the 
southern  army,  467. 

their  resolves  relative  to  Joha  Garcia 
Duartt,  467,  468. 

take  measures  for  prosecuting  counter- 
feiters of  continental  bills  of  ciedir.. 


anthorize  bills  drawn  bv  governor  Rut- 
ledge,  of  South  Carofina,  to  be  paid, 

4/1  ;^  4(^9." 

resolve  to  indemnify  William  Binghaoi, 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  the  brig 
Hope  ami  cargo,  469. 

their  proceedings  on  a  communication 
from  tlie  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  4^9,  470. 

their  proceedings  on  a  plan  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  bank,  470,  421 . 

urge  the  states  to  forward  supplies  of 
men  and  provisions,  471. 
•  direct  an  enquiry  into  the  cause*;  of  the  " 
loss  of  Charlestaa,  Soutfa-Caiolina, 

471,  472. 

their  repr*»scntation  to  the  President 
of  New  Hampshire^  472. 
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censure  an  inHidious  report  relative  to 
peace  with  Great  Britaio,  472. 

their  directions  to  the  hoard  of  Trea- 
sury, and  the  chambers  of  ac  counts, 


take  measures  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  aud  intere^  due  on  loans, 

473,  fm. 

confirm  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  the 

army,  made  at  Boston,  474. 
approve  of  the  line  of  coioutunication 

formed  by  governor  J ufici  son  of  Vir- 

Ifinia,  474. 
dietr  directions  to  the  postmaster  gen 

eral,  relative  to  the  houtliorn  mail, 


tlieir  provision  for  the  tliree  younger 
children  of  major  general  Warren, 

474,  475. 

take  measure;*  for  a5tcertaining  the  ar- 
rival of  British  ships  of  war,  475. 
direct  the  acceptance  of  bills  drawn  by 

major  gen.  Lincoln,  475,476. 
direct  Henry  Laurens  to  negociate  a 

loan  in  Europe,  4l2jL  , 
their  resolve  re.s^>ectinj;  the  delivery  of 

imported  clotliing,  476. 
their  resolve  respecting  orders  issued 

by  the  superintendintf  {>oards,  476. 
direct  the  exchange  of  lieut.  col.  John 

Laurens,  ^UL 
their  mutual  agreement  with  France  to 
exnungc  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  amity,  476,  477. 


,  \  J    7     *  ■   ■  ' 

•  treaties  with  France  entered  at  large 
on  the  journals  of,  477, 487. 
direct  the    pay  and   subsistence  of 
aaval  officers  to  be  paid  in  specie  or 
money  equivalent,  487,  4P:8. 
allow  bounty  to  able  and  ordinary  sea- 
men, 488.. 
establish  the  comparative  value  of  the 

bills  of  credit,  4aa. 
I^rant  leave  of  absence  to  lieut.  colonel 

Dericks,  488. 
authorize  the  exchange  of  brig,  general 

du  Porta! I, 
authorize' acw  regulations  for  the  quar- 
ter-master general's  department,  4fi8, 

to  WL 

extend  the  provision  for  a  renewal  of 
destroyed  loan  office  certificates,  407. 


,        .  J  7    •  »    •  • 

their  resolve  relative  to  tents  and  other 
camp  equipage  for  the  army,  497. 

suspend  Hcni7  Hollingsworth,  deputy 
quarter-master  geueral,  from  ollico, 

authorize  the  executive  of  Massachu- 
setts to  draw  warrants  for  money, 4iilL 

tlicir  information  to  N.  Greene,  quar- 
ter-master general,  499. 

accept  the  resisrnatiou  of  brig,  general 
Maxwell,  499. 

their  allowance  to  Margaret  Corbin 
during  her  life,  499. 

authorize  shot  and  shells  to  be  provid- 
ed for  the  army,  499^  500. 

appoint  Charles  Pcttit,  assistant  quar- 
ter-master genera],  499. 

direct  continental  frigates  to  be  put  un- 
der the  direction  of  general  Washing- 
ton, ^QiL 

authorize  a  new  arrangement  of  th#  dc- 
pat-tment  of  commissary -general  of 
military  stores,  iiQQ. 

their  order  relative  to  commissions, 
bouds,  inc.  for  private  armed  vessels, 

500,  5QI. 


Congress,  their  order  relative  to  subsistence  for 
recruits  inlisted  into  the  service  of 
France,  SdL 

provide  for  the  payment  due  on  loan- 
office  certificates,  502. 

direct  a  removal  of  the  loan-offices  in 
Soutii-Carolina  and  Georgia,  502. 

receive  the  absolute  refusal  of  ^iatha- 
niel  Greene  to  act  as  quarter-master 
geueral,  502. 

their  resolve  relative  to  breach  of  pa- 
roles given  by  prisoners  of  war,  502. 

discharge  George  Turner  from  the  of- 
fice of  commissary  of  prisoners,  5Q1L 

appoint  Timothy   rickering  quarter- 
master-general, 502^ 

allowance  to,  502. 

their  resolve  respecting  tlie  employ- 
ment of  land  and  navad  forces,  5U2x 

order  Virginia  recruits  to  join  the 
southern  army,  [j^^ 

their  directions  to  brigadier-general 
Moultrie, 503,  5gL  , 

their  allowance  to  naval  officers  serving 
in  different  vessels,  S£Ax 

authorize  an  exchange  of  officers,  pri- 
soners of  war,  [AH, 
.  authorize  supplies  to  he  furnished  to 
prisoners  oi  war^  504. 

autliorize  the  appointment  of  commis- 
saries of  prtsouersat  ^iew-York,  and 
in  South-Carolina  or  Georgia,  504. 

their  ap|)licatioD  of  the  balance  of  Vir- 
ginia quota  of  tea  millions  of  dollars, 

encourage  the  raising  of  volunteer  ca- 
valry, to  serve  in  Uie  soutlieru  army, 

their  resolve  relative  to  officers  quit- 
ting service  before  the  teriuiuatiou  of 
the  war,  505. 

decline  interference  in  the  case  of  a 
vessel  and  cargo  libelled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 50a. 

direct  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  on 
Benjamin  Franklin,  50dx 

regulate  the  department  of  militaiy 
stores,  .'>Q7. 

extend  the  provision  for  granting  lands 
to  general  officers,  50S. 

take  measures  for  supplying  the  south- 
«rn  army  with  provisions  and  stores, 

508. 

tal^e  measures  for  detecting  a  supposed 
forgery  in  the  vouchers  of  Henry 
HoUiugsworth,  508, 509. 

their  letter  to  governor  Greene,  of 
Rhode-Island,  509. 

receive  information  from  John  Jay,  re- 
lative to  public  letters  written  by 
him,  as  their  president,  509. 

direct  bills  of  exchange  draw  n  by  maj. 
general  Lincoln,  to  be  accepted  and 
paid,  £09. 

approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  French  fleet  and  army, 

discharge  Dr.  William  Shippen,  jun. 
from  his  arrest,  510. 

tlieir  directions  to  Natlianiel  Greene, 
late  quarter-master  general,  510. 

order  bills  of  exchange  to  be  transmit- 
ted luid  charged  to  South-Carolina, 

MO. 

take  measures  to  prevent  embezzlement 
of  arms,  provisions,  &ic.  and  to  pun- 
ish oilbnaere,  5IL 
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Congress  direct  an  inquiry  into  the  treatment  hf 
the  eneinv,  of  prisoners  of  war  is 
South-CaroUna,&2i. 
authoriie  Robert  Morris  to  prosecute 
a  suit  iu  the  name  of  the  IJ.  States, 

622. 

establish  the  salaries  of  commissioiten 
of  the  oavj-boaiiis,  aud  of  clerks, 

m. 

sulhorize  new  regulations  for  the  io« 
specting  aud  nmsteriM doiiartineots, 

continae  baron  Steuben  as  inspector* 

general  of  the  army,  d21l 
their  allowance  to  assistant  and  sub* 

inspectors,  525. 
their  iasti  uctioos  to  John  Jay,  in  the 
case  of  the  captora  of  the  Dover 
cutter,  52fi. 
their  instructions  to  the  comraandiRf 

officer  of  the  southern  amiy,  526. 
receive  information  of  the  treasonable 
practices  of  major-general  Aruold| 
and  his  desertion  to  the  enemy,  62fi. 
estahli^ih  new  regulations  for  the  hos* 

pital  department,  52d  to  531. 
their  directions  for  a  settlement  of 

public  accounts, 
approve  the  measures  taken  by  gor. 

Jo fi'erson,  of  Virginia,  62L 
authorise  the  drawing  of  bills  of  ex- 
change and  their  disposition,  531. 
authorize  a  new  arraogemeut  of  the 

anny. 532,  533,  538. 
direct  the  name  of  Benedict  Arnold  to 
to  be  erased  from .  the  register  of 
American  officers,  583. 
direct  the  settlement  of  a  claim  of  John 

Hamilton,  formerlv  loaned, 
their  recognition  of  regulations  pro* 
posed  by  the  empress   of  Russia 
relative  to  the  rights  of  neutral 
vessels,  BQ^ 
direct  a  court  of  inquiry  into  the  cos- 
duct  of  major-general  Gates,  ih^L 
direct  supplies  to  be  is.sued  to  the  land 
and  navy  prisoners  of  war  in  Ifew* 
York,  534i  533. 
appoint  office rs  in  the  hospital  depart* 

ment  and  corp»  of  invalids,  534, 
direct  the  sale  of  United  States  pro- 

perty  in  Massachusetts,  53a. 
their  resolve  respecting  unappropriated 

lands  cedetl  by  states,  555. 
ap|)oint  Daniel  Morgao  a  brig,  general, 

535. 

authorize  a  monument  to  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  the  baron  de  Kalb, 

their  thanks  to  general  Smallwood, 

kc.  536. 

their  testimony  of  the  merit  and  ser- 
vices of  the  late  brigadier-general 
Poor,  53fi. 
their  allowance  to  the  surveyors  of  the 

post-office,  and  others,  536- 
their  allowance  to  the  auditors  of  army 

accounts,  636. 
their  allowance  to  Samuel  W.  Stock- 
ton, 5iitL 

authorize  New-York  to  substitute  Boor 
in  lieu  of  beet  ,  as  part  of  its  quota  irf 
provisions,  537. 
decide  on  an  application  of  New-Yoik 

for  the  relief  of  its  treasury,  537- 
appoint  a  day  for  general  thank;^via; 
and  prater,  537,  538. 


Congress,  their  directions  to  the  quarter-master 
and  commissary -general,  511,  512. 

their  directions  for  the  issue  ann  dis- 
position of  bills  of  exchange,  hl2^ 

auiiiorize  an  allowance  to  officers,  for 
deficiency  of  rations,  512. 

extend  the  provision  of  half-pay  to 
the  widows  aud  orphans  of  officers, 

rescind  the  restrictinp  clatise  in  their 

resolution  of  May  15i  1778,  511L 
their  allowance  to  maj.  gen.  M'Dou- 

gall,  5LL 

determine  the  rank  of  governors,  or 
presidents  of  states,  acting  in  con- 
junction \vith  continental  tioop.s,51ii- 

rescind  their  resolution  of  tlie  27th 
December,  1779,  relative  to  convey- 
ance of  the  mail,  513. 

urge  the  several  states  to  pay  their 
quotas  of  bills  of  credit,  5i4. 

take  measures  to  prevent  depreciation 
iu  bills  of  the  new  emission,  oLL 

take  measures  for  settling  accounts 
for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  514, 

516. 

their  decision  relative  to  su|)plie8  fur- 

iiished    by   Massachusetts   to  the 
French  army,  515. 
authorize  the  sale  of  property  of  the 
United  States,  not  wanted  fur  public 

use,  51At 

order  payment,  in  bills  of  exchange, 
to  be  made  to  John  Garcia  Duarti, 

515. 

permit  the  exportatiou  of  provisious  to 
Bermuda  in  return  for  a  cargo  of 

salt,  51^ 

authorize  a  new  emission  of  loan- 
office  certificates,  equal  in  value  to 

specie,  51lL 
their  recommendation  to  states  claim- 
ing lauds  in  the  western  country, 

516,517 

authorize  magazines  of  provisious  aud 
forage  to  be  laid  up  for  the  southern 

army,  517. 
their  requisitions  on  Maryland,  Virgi* 
nia,  and  North-Carolina,  for  troops 

and  provisions,  517,  518. 
direct  the  hull  aud  cargo  of  the  ship 
Chase  to  be  sold,  517. 
that  no  interest  be  computed  on 
new  bills  of  credit  received  for 
the  pay  aud  subsistence  of  offi- 
cers, 517. 
establish  the  salaries  of  civil  officers  of 

government,  518. 
appoint  Abraham  Skinner  commissa- 
,  rv-general  of  prisoners,  ol9. 

Wiiliam  Smallwood  maj.  gen. 
for  the  Mar>-land  line,  Sd^ 
their  reqnisition  on  New-Hampshire, 
AlabSHchu setts,  &c.  for  provisions, 

619.  520 


authorize  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange 

drawn  on  John  Jay,  519,  52(L 
their  recognition  of  M.  Marbois  as 

chnrwe  des  affaires  of  France,  520. 
proceed  to  the  hearing  and  examina- 
tion of  claims  under  New-Hampshire 
grants,  520,  52L 
direct  the  removal  of  prisoners  of  war 
from  Albemarle  barracks,  in  Vir- 
ginia, 52L 
urge  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  furnish 
their  quotas  of  troops  and  provisions, 

621. 
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appoint  William  Palfrey  consul  of  die 
United  States  in  France,  545. 

promote  major  Henry  Lee  to  the  rank 
of  lieut.  colonel,  545. 

prohibit  officers  of  cavalry  to  purchase 
horses  without  the  order  of  Congress, 

Mfi. 

approve  of  measures  taken  to  supply 
Canadian  refugees  in  New-York, 

prescribe  new  regulations  for  private 

vessels  of  war,  54fi. 
their  directions  relative  to  continental 

bills  of  credit,  54^. 
their  directions  relative  to  the  rcmo 

val  of  hor(»es  from  the  army,  54fi 


Ml 


approve  of  the  conduct  of  Hcut.  colonel 
Campbell  and  others,  547. 

direct  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  offi- 
cers of  engineers,  547. 

take  measures  to  prevent  snpplies  to 
the  enemy's  army,  54-8 . 

their  resolve  relative  to  the  salaries  of 
civil  oflTioors,  518. 

'their  instructions  relative  to  jifisoncrs 
of  war  taken  at  Kind's  moimtain,  in 
North-Carolina,  549. 

direct  payment  of  the  baUnce  due  to 
Ralph  Izard,. 542x 

order  Dr.  W.  Shippen  to  head  quar- 
ters, .M2x 

establish  a  military  pout  at  Carlisle,  in 
Pennsylvania,  5r>0. 

their  additional  in.structions  to  com- 
manders of  vessels  of  war,  550. 

explain  and  confirm  Uieir  resolution  of 
the  21  St  of  October,  1780,  [M . 

their  directions  in  the  case  of  counter 
feit  hills  of  credit,  [ml. 

take  measures  to  supply  prisoners  of 
war  in  Suuih-Carolina,  ^iiL 


appoint  Samuel  IL  Parsons  a  major-  Congress 

general,  .339. 
urge  the  states  to  supjily  the  anny  with 

provisions  andcloihin^j,  539 
their  disposition  of  salt,  suggested  to 
be  the  property  of  Abraham  Living- 
ston, ifcML 

approve  of  the  disposition  of  bills  of 
exchange  made  by  the  boaixl  of  war, 

direct  the  officers  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment to  take  the  oaths  hereto- 
fore prescribed,  5tf). 
authorize  and  instruct  John  Adams  to 
accept  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on 
Henry  Laurens,  540. 
approve  the  ap|)ointnient,  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  of  general  Greene 
to  the  command  ol  the  southern 
army,  5tO,  54L 
order  baron  Steuben  to  join  the  south- 
ern army,  540, 541 . 
their  allowance  to  colonel  Jeduihun 

Baldwin,  541 . 
to  the  American  con- 
»  .      /  <  '  .  sul  in  France,  51-1 . 

to    .John  Paulding, 
David  Williams, 
'  and    Isaac  Van 

Wart,  £AL 
assign  to  the  states  their  ((uotas  of  six 
millions  ot  dollars,  payable  in  spe- 
cific articles  and  sjjecie,  542,  543 


authorize  new  regulations  for  the  de> 

pariment  of  coniuii8sar}'-general  of 

purchases,  551,  552. 
prohibit  officers  of  the  army  from  mak- 

ing  contracts  for  provisions,  5.^^. 
grant  additional  pay  to  inspectors  of 

the  army,  ^hlL 
appoint  Simeon  De  Wilt,  geographer  to 

the  army,  553. 
fix  the  compensation  of  commissioners 

for  examining  and  destroying  bills  of 

of  credit, 

their  resolve  relative  to  salaries  of  of- 
ficers on  the  civil  list,  554. 

their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
major  Tallmadge,  and  others,  5.M. 

postpone  the  removal  of  the  conven- 
tion troops  from  Albemarle  barracks, 
in  Virginia,  554. 

their  diieciions  to  Dr.  Maus,  surgeon 
of  the  invalid  corjjs,  554,  5J5. 

establish  the  rates  of  postage,  qjIL 

their  directions  to  the  |>ostinaster-gen- 
eral,  555. 

authorize  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  on  Ben.  Franklin,  555. 

their  approbation  of  the  diplomatic 
conduct  of  John  Adams,  555. 

take  measures  for  supplying;  the  garri- 
son of  Wyoming;  in  Pennsylvania, 

5.").') ,  5.">fi . 

direct  a  final  settlement  of  the  accnunti 
of  William  Palfrey,  late  paymaster- 
general,  55fi  ■ 

their  order  relative  to  the  receipt  of 
bills  of  credit  into  the  Continental 
treasury,  5C>6. 

their  directions  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  5ilL 

take  measures  for  the  release  and  ex- 
chaniie  of  Henry  Laurens,  557. 

direct  the  payment  of  two  bills  of  ex- 
chanse  arawn  in  favor  of  John  de 
Neafville  &i  Son,  of  ArobterUam, 

uffe  the  statesto  furnish  their  respective 
quotas  of  troops  and  provisions,  .y??. 

direct  the  sate  of  continental  boats  at, 
or  u{)on,   the  river  Susquehanna, 

Si2L 

direct  the  manning  and  fitting  out  th© 
frigate  Alliance,  [i.'tS. 

direct  specie  to  be  sent  to  South -Caro- 
lina, for  the  use  of  prisoners  of  war, 

558. 

authorize  the  purchase  of  woollen 
cloth  and  blankets  for  thearmv.5.')8. 

approve  the  appointment  of  Edward 
Carrington,  as  deputy  quarter-mas- 
ter general  for  the  soutltern  army, 

558. 

elect  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
war,  to  art  in  the  absence  of  Timo- 
thv  Pickerine,  553,  559 

authorize  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
soners of  war,  ■'S59. 

direct  the  declaration  of  independence, 
fcc.  to  be  published,  559 . 

direct  officers  exchanged,  or  in  capti- 
vity, to  be  arrnnjr''d  according  to 
their  respective  ranks,  fiiilL 

their  resolve  respecting  bills  of  credit 
called  out  of  circulation,  551L 

atithorize  a  new  emission  of  loan-office 
certificates  in  payment  for  tottery 
prizes, 
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CoDgress  refuse*  to  dispose  of  bills  of  exchange 
for  the  purposeii  stated  by  Resolve 
Smith.  5b9,  uiML 

their  instructjons  to  Joseoh  Clay,  de^ 
putv  pay-niaster  general,  l^£(L 

permit  col.  Armand  to  complete  his 
partizan  corps,  5ti£L 

direct  payment  for  clothing.  Uc.  con- 
tracted for  by  lieut.  col.  J.  Laurens, 

accept  the  resif  nation  of  Wm.  Shippcn, 
director  •general  of  the  hospitals,o60. 

their  allowance  of  pay,  &tc.  to  briga* 
dier-general  James  Heed,  bbQ^ 

direct  payment  to  be  made  to  Thomas 
Lee  and  John  Coffin  Jones,  for  cloth- 
in<;^  furnished  the  army,  ^fiL. 

decide  on  the  case  of  M.  M'Connel 
and  others,  /ifil  ■ 

tiieir  resolve  relative  to  the  treatment 
hy  the  enemy  of  American  prisoners 
of  war,5(j2. 

their  directions  to  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, ikii. 

enrrmrage  the  Delaware  tribe  of  In- 
dians to  engage  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  563. 

llipir  renuiKition  on  the  states,  from 
New-Hampshire  to  North-Carolina, 
incliuive,  lor  eighty  thousand  dollars, 

563. 

direct  prosecution  against  Jas.  Mease, 
late  clolbier-^eneral,  and  William 
West,  jun.  his  deputy,  for  abuse  of 
office  and  breach  of  trust,  .%3^  5G4. 

establish  ihe  deparluieui  of  toreign  af- 
fairs. 664. 

prescribe  the  duties  of  the  secretary 
and  his  clerks,  564. 

fix  the  compensation  of  officers  in  the 
departoiPiit  of  militam'  stores,  J365, 

fix  the  coinpensaliuii  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  art  illerv, 

fix  the  compensation  o^the  surveyor  of 
ordnance,  565. 

receive  a  report  on  charges  exhibited 
as;ainst  the  comtnissioiiers  of  the 
chambers  of  accounts,  .565,  566. 

their  thanks  to  brigadier  ^en.  Sump- 
ter,  and  his  volunteer  militia,  566. 

their  letter  to  the  states,  with  an  esti- 
mate of  money  for  the  pay  of  tha 
annv,  567^  568 

establish  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of 
foreign  affairs,  568. 

appoint  a  director  of  the  military  hos- 
pital, fifiS, 

appoint  a  pay-master  general  of  the 
armv,  5GiL 

extend  the  allowance  of  half-pay  to  offi- 
cers of  the  medical  staff,  569. 

urce  Delaware  to  furnish,  without  de- 
lay, its  qtiota  of  provisions,  569. 

appoint  a  procurator  for  debts  due  to^ 
or  frauds  committed  against,  the  U. 
States  in  New-York,  570. 

grant  a  furlough  for  six  months  to  col. 
Armaud,  570. 

their  allowance  to  clerks  to  the  audi- 
tors of  army  accounts,  571 . 

their  allowance  to  the  commissary- 
general  of  military  stores,  571. 

rescind  their  resolution  of  the  4th  of 
September,  1778,  .571. 

authorize  the  collection  and  safe  keep- 
ing of  hospital  stores  and  medicin<is 
in  Virginia,  571. 


Congress,  their  repieseittaiiou  to  tlte  executive 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  572. 
their  requisition  for  one  hundred  mi- 
litia men,  for  ttiirty  days,  57^ 
^  their  resolves  relative  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty  on  tmiK>rted  merchandise,  573, 

574,  575. 

express  their  approbation  of  ~tKe  con- 
duct of  major-general  Parsons,  573. 

authorite  the  establishment  of  an  hos- 
pital in  Virginia,  573. 
.  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  mons.  de  la 
Tour,  574. 

direct  lUfi  settlement  of  accounts  for 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  hospital 
in  Virginia,  ■'i74. 

their  allowance  to  Oliver  Pollock, 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  New- 
Orleans,  574. 

assign  a  day  for  drawing  the  fourth 
claaa  of  the  United  States'  btiery, 

authorize  the  appointment  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  finance, 

of  a  secretary  at  war, 

of  a  secretary  of  ma- 
rine, 525^ 

prescribe  their  pow- 
ers and  duties,  575, 


fix  their  salaries,5I6. 
receive  information  of  a  signal  victory 

gained  by  brig.  gen.  Morgan,  526. 
direct  monthly  returns  to  be  made  on 

the  subject  of  finance,  676. 
accept  tJie  resignation  of  B.  Stoddert, 

secretary  of  the  board  of  war,  577. 
authorize  a  military  post  at  Maebias,  ii) 

MassacJiusetts,  578. 
their  directions  to  Joseph  Howell,  jnn. 

auditor  of  army  accounts,  578. 
add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 

aiid  orders,  573. 
appoint  Joseph  Carleton,  secretaiy  of 

the  board  of  war,  578. 
their  allowance  to  Christopher  Lod- 

wick,  superintendent  of  bakers, 

reinforce  the  southern  army,  579,  580. 
appoint  Robert  Morris  superiutendeut 

of  finance,  580. 
allow  capt.  O'Neil  one  year's  pay  as  a 

supernumerary  officer,  5G0. 
decide  on  the  memorial  of  Presened 

Clap,  3S(L 
fix  the  salaries  of  the  board  of  war, 

m 

authorize  the  issue  of  biUs  of  ex- 
change for  payment  of  interest  on 
loan-office  certificates,  581L  - 

their  allowance  to  lieut.  colonel  Uriah 
Forrest,  in  lieu  of  half-pay,  580, 

'ML 

alter  the  rates  of  postage  of  letters, 

ML 

their  proceedings  relative  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, 

direct  the  removal  of  the  convention 

troops  from  Albemarle  barracks,  in 
Virginia,  .^j8 1,592 
their  allowance  to  Richard  Gridley  as 
a  supernumerary  officer  of  engineers, 
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Congress  appoint  Elijah  Weed  keeper  of  the 
state  prison  iu  Philadelphia,  5iiL 

their  resolve  relative  to  captain  John 
Paul  Jones,  581^  nS2. 

appoint  Alexander  M'Doagall  8ecreta> 
ry  of  mariue,  582. 

receive  from  New^To^k  a  relinquish- 
ment nnd  cession  ol  western  territo- 
ry, ^  to  SSfi. 
I     artiicles  of  confederation  entered  on 
the  Journals  of,  336  to  52L 

names  of  the  metnbers  of,  assembled 
from  thirteen  states,  592. 

their  order  respecting  commissioners 
of  loans,  693. 

direct  officers  of  the  army  to  join  their 
respective  corps,  593. 

their  thinks  to  brig,  general  Morgitn, 
&c.  &M. 

order  a  more  convenient  support  of  the 

household  of  their  pre"^ideBt,  594^ 
authorized  to  levy  and  collect  duties  and 
imjwsts  in  Connecticut,  694,  600, 

601. 

their  resolve  relat've  to  debts  and  a 
legal  tender  of  bills  of  credit,  595. 

their  requisition  on  the  states  for  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 

.  lars,  qoarterly,  595,  601 . 

order  rcnnsylvania  troops  to  join  the 
southern  army,  596. 

decide  on  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John 
Bartlett,  596. 

direct  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  on 
Benjamin  Franklin,  396^ 

assign  a  day  for  general  humiliation 
and  prayer,  596,  597. 

do  not  recjuire  Robert  Morris  to  dis- 
solve his  commercial  connexions, 

598. 

authorize  the  snuerintendent  of  finance 
to  appoint  ana  remove  his  assistants, 

aathorice  new  reinilations  for  the  me- 
dical department  and  military  hospi- 
tals, 599^  6Q(L 

authorize  the  accounts  of  col.  James 
Woo4l  to  be  settled,  6QL 

their  instructions  to  John  Adams  in 
the  case  of  Sloddart,  Kerr,  and 
North ,  SQL 

accept  the  resi^ation  of  Jmnes  Wil- 
kinson, clothier-general,  601. 

their  directions  respecting  accounts 
reported  by  Joseph  Howell,  jr.  602. 

their  ordinance  relative  to  the  capture 
and  coudemnatioa  of  prizes,  602, 

authorize  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  loan-office  certifi- 
cates, fiOS. 

discontinue  the  set^ices  of  col.  Bald- 
win's regiment  of  artificers,  603. 

discontinue  the  .serv  ices  of  part  of  the 
artillery  artificers  at  Carlisle,  Penn- 
sylvania, 603. 

do  not  expect  general  M'Dougall  to 
accept  the  oflace  of  secretary  of  ma- 
rine, as  interfering  with  his  military 
duties,  GOi. 

receive  information  of  an  action  be- 
tween general  Greene  and  lord 
Cornwall  is,  605. 

anthorise  additional  troops  to  be  raised 
in  New-York,  605. 

authorize  tlie  frigate  Ariel  to  be  fitted 
^   out  for  sea,  605 


Congress  accept  the  resij^nation  of  Peter  R. 

,  Feil,  a  commissioner  of  the  cham- 
ber of  accounts,  605. 
their  thanks  to  count  de  Rochanihcaa 
and  the  chevalier  Deslouches,  t>06. 
prohibit  the  payment  of  interest,  in 
certain  cases,  on  new  bills  of  credit,  ■ 

606. 

approve  of  the  reasons  for  declining  an 
exchange  ot  two  prisoners  of  war, 

606. 

authorised,  by  an  act  of  New- York,  to  ' 
levy  a  duty  on  foreign  meithandise, 

606. 

th^'ir  ordinance  for  establishing  courts 
for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies 
committed  jn  the  high  seas,  606, 

consider  the  state  of  public  affairs, 

their  instructions  to  the  comniaiiders 
of  private  armed  vessels,  608,  609. 

authorize  the  commander  in  chief  to 
employ  an  additional  confidential 
secretar)',  &-c.  6<)9,  610. 

prohibit  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange, 
with  some  exceptions,  610« 

direct  returns  of.  and  payments  to  be 
made  to,  new  levies,  610. 

direct  to  whom  applications /or  settle- 
ment of  i^ounui  are  to  be  made, 

610. 

their  thanks  to  John  Paul  Jones,  his 

officers,  and  men,  610,  611 . 
direct  an  exchange  of  bills  of  credit, 

611. 

direct  payment  to  be  made  for  ad- 
vances made  by  officers  fortlieir  re- 
giments or  companies,  6LL 

direct  an  inouiry  into  the  causes  of  de- 
tention ol  prize  money  due  to  sea- 
men, fill. 

direct  how  officers,  returned  from  cap- 
tivity, and  retiring  from  service,  are 
to  be  paW,  611,  612. 

their  decision  in  the  case  of  colonel 
Davis,  61^ 

appoint  John  Moylan  clothiel>-general, 

612. 

agree  to  a  report  of  estinhites  of  debts 
due  from  the  United  States,  iil2. 

^ree  to  a  report  of  estimates  for  the 
current  year,  612. 

direct  how  claims  for  services  ren- 
dered, or  supplies  iumiflhed,  maj 
be  settled,  612. 

direct  payment  to  be  made  to  colonel 
Hasen's  regiment,  612. 

excuse  the  treasurer  of  loans  from 
counting  and  destroying  bills  of  cre- 
dit, 613, 

grant  powers  of  removal,  sospension, 
to  the  superintendent  of  finance, 

his  commission  and  oath 
of  office,  616. 
grant  leave  of  absence  to  Eaekiel 

Cornell,  614. 
their  instructions  to  Ezekiel  Cornell, 

614. 

antboriced  by  New-Hamp«!hire  to  levy  , 

a  duty  upon  imported  floods,  &c.  614.  " 
their  instructions  to  Mas.sa^hu^^etts  in 

the  case  of  George  Ashby,  614.  615. 
their  allowance  to  col.  Moses  Hazen, 

615. 
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Congress  authorize  the  ap|>oiiitnient  of  colonel 
ChamuioD  as  baiTack-tnai>ter  to  the 
Frencn  army,fil^ 
dieir  directions  to  the  commissioners 

of  loans,  615. 
direct  ranipart  muskets  to  be  repaired 
and  sent  to  Virgitiia  and  Nortn-Ca- 
roliua, 

mutborize  depreciation  of  pa^  to  colonel 
Baldwin's  regiment  of  artificers,  6 Id. 

ftx  tlie  pay  of  Elijah  Weed,  his  assist- 
ant, and  turnkey,  616. 

take  measures  for  the  relief  of  prison- 
ers of  war  in  South -Carolina  and 
Georgia,  616. 

^point  Thomas  Hatch  ins  geographer 
to  the  southern  army,  61/- 

autiiurizc  a  new  arrangement  of  bri- 
gade-chaplains, 617. 

grant  an  extra  allowance  to  the  com- 
manding general  at  \Vest-Point,617. 

take  measures  to  remount  and  equip 
col.  Sheldon's  regiment  of  cavalry, 

617i 

assign  a  day  for  electing  their  president, 

fil7. 

order  postponed,  617. 
Uieir  requisition  for  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions, 613. 
direct  heavy  cannon  to  be  delivered  for 
the  use  of  the  garrison  in  Rhode- 
V  Island,  MS. 

appoiut  ofliccrs  in  the  hospital  depart- 
ment for  the  southern  army.  618. 
acquit  the  board  of  treasury  of  charges 
exhibited  by  the  treasurer  of  loans, 

618,619. 

^  their  regulations  relative  to  clearoiices 
of  vessels  from  ports  of  the  Uilfted 
States,  613. 

dispense  with  the  farther  services  of 
heut.  col.  Dericks,  619,  620. 

their  allowance  to,  619.620. 

authorize  brig.  gen.  Wayne  to  impress 
provisions  and  forage, 62Q. 

order  major  general  Gates  to  head- 
quarters, 6^ 

their  requisition  for  three  millions  of 
dollars,  0^20,  GiJL 

authorize  the  removal  of  the  British 
convention  troops,  622. 

take  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  brigantine  Brilliant, 

622. 

engage  to  discharge  engagements  of  the 

Marquis  la  Fayette,  6-2:2. 
order  tobacco  to  be  sold  for  the  relief 
of  American  prisoners  of  war,  62J. 
authorize  the  commissary-general  of 

military  stores  to  pay  for  shot  and 

shells,  6211 
their  regulations  relative  to  promotions 

of  officers  of  the  army,  623.fiiii. 
their  regulations  relative  to  hostages, 

ep,  621. 

their  proceedings  rehitive  to  the  bank 
of  North- America,  624,  625. 

urge  the  states  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  troops  lor  tlie  ensuing  campaign, 

direct  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  of- 
ficers returned  from  captivity,  626. 

direct  materials  for  tents  to  he  deliver- 
ed to  the  quarter-master  general,  626. 

discontinue  the  medical  committee,  and 
transfer  their  business  to  the  board  of 
war,  62fi. 


Cougress  order  .i  st  tilement  of  the  accounts  of 

Arthur  Lee,  627. 
call  forth  the  militia  of  Pennsv'lvaaia, 

Delaware,  and  Maryland.  628. 
their  directions  relative  to  interest  due 

on  new  bills  of  credit,  628,  629. 
their  directions  to  the  superintendent 

of  finance,  629.  * 
authorize  col.  James  Wood  to  imprea 

provisions,  forage,  &ic.  629. 
authorize  a  renewal  of  lout  loan -office 

certificates,  6iML 
authorize  arms  to  be  sent  to  the  soutk* 

em  states,  630. 
allow  depreciation  of  pny  to  officers  of 

the  hospital  und  medical  department, 

authorize  letters  to  and  from  the  direc- 
tor-general of  the  hospital,  to  be  sent 
free  of  postage ,  631 . 
authorize  letters  to  and  from  tlie  super- 
intendent of  finance  to  be  sent  free 
of  postage,  621. 
their  order  relative  to  the  arrangemeBt 

of  brig^e  chaplains^  621. 
direct  the  settlement  of  balances  dne  to 

naval  officers,  kc.  631 . 
allow  depreciation  of  pay  and  subsist- 
ence tocol.  Armand's  legion,6Jl,  t">^, 

635. 

authorize  Moylan's  legionary  corps  to 
be  equipi>ed  and  accoutred,  632. 

empowered  by  an  act  of  New-Jersey  to 
levy  and  collect  impost  dutic*;,  tiii2. 

authorise  the  exchange  of  general  Bur- 
goyne  for  Henrj  Laurens,  S3^.  6.^9. 

their  regulations  relatii'e  to  furloughs 
and  discharges,  633^  63A. 

their  regulations  relative  to  purchases 
of  clothing,  634. 

their  instructions  to  the  cloihier  gea« 
eral,  63 j,  656. 

accept  the  resignation  of  Chas.  Petiit, 
assistantquarter-master  general,  t>37. 

abolish  the  office  of  assi&tant  quarter- 
master general,  637. 

their  directions  to  the  superintendent 
of  finance,  637,  638,  639j  640^  642, 
644, 545^  650,  OoV,  fiftO,  664,  66o,6bl, 
67i;  673,674,676,  678.  (ISg^tigXK^U, 
695,  707,  KW,  7To,  713, 7^,  7 -J 4 ,  liil 

their  allowance  to  captain  Ysnardy, 

638. 

authorize  the  appointment  of  a  vice- 
consul  to  reside  in  France,  638,6.39. 

authorize  aa  exchange  of  flour,  638. 

autliorizean  agent  for  the  U.  Styles  ti» 
reside  at  the  Havana,  63'),  G4(). 

appoint  colonel  Moses  Uazen  brig, 
general,  by  brevet,  fiitL 

take  measures  to  celebrate  the  anai- 
versary  of  American  independence, 

ML 

resignation  of  Samuel  Huntingtoo  a$ 

president  of,  642. 
their  proceedings  relative  to  a  supply 

of  arms  for  South-Carolina  militia, 

643  ,  6iL 

elect  Thomas  M'Kean  their  presideoi, 

6M. 

their  thanks  to  Samuel  Huntin<^oo, 

:6iL 

authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
accounts  of  barou  D'Arendt,  64a. 

order  French  seamen  on  hoard  of 
American  vessch>  to  be  delivered  up, 

m 
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{!?ongrcss  uppoint  Samuel  Hodgdoo,  commissary* 
general  of  military  stores,  646. 

empowered  by  Virginia  tolevy  and  col- 
lect impost  duties,  64d^ 

rescind  their  resolution  of  the  15tli 
Febmary,  1780,  lespecting  briga- 
dier-general  M'Intosh,  646,  647- 

autliorize  rations  to  be  delivered  to  offi- 
cers on  parole,  fi47. 

accept  the  resignation  of  Francis 
Lewis,  a  oomniissiouer  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  647. 

authorize  their  secretary  to  seal  and 
countersign  marine  commi.ssions^G43. 

take  measures  for  the  reliet  of  pnson- 
ers  of  war  arrived  in  cartels  from 
Charleston,  648. 

tbeir  directions  to  the  auditor-general 
respecting  bills  drawn  by  gen.  Lin- 
coln, 

authorize  a  loan  for  the  re  lief  of  dis- 
tressed citizen  it  of  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia,  649^  dML 
»       *     accept  the  resignation  of  Francis  Hop- 
kinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  fi^(L  . 

•bolish  the  office  of  treasurer  of  loans, 

express  their  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  major-general  Greene,  651^ 

Iheir  order  relative  to  the  calling  in 
and  issuing  bills  of  credit,  651. 

take  measures  for  the  payment  of  de- 
legates and  salaries  of  civil  officers, 

6.51,  653. 

their  resolve  relative  to  the  laboralorj' 
at  Springfield,  in  Massac luisctLs ,651. 

refuse  to  allow  depreciation  of  pay  to 
major-general  Sullivan^  C53,  654. 

take  measures  for  the  relief  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  confined  on 
board  of  prison  ships,  654. 

eonfirm  the  settlement  of  accounts  of 
Ai*thur  Lee,  655. 

instruct  the  governor  of  Connecticut  to 
revoke  commissions  for  the  seizure 
of  goods  on  Long-Island,  &ic.  655. 

Uieir  proceedings  relative  to  New- 
Hamp.shire  grants,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  Vermont  into  the  union,  656. 

ihcir  proceedings  relative  to  consuls 
and  vice-consuls,  65G,  657. 
,  authorize  the  delegates  from  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia  to  receive 
loans  and  donations  for  distressed  in- 
habitants of  tlieir  states,  657. 

direct  six  months'  pay  to  officers,  late 
prisoners  of  war  in  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia,  6i27. 

abolish  the  establishment  of  the  office 
of  interpreter  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  languages,  657. 

authorize  a  general  exchange  of  prison- 
ers of  war,  658,  659. 

direct  a  remon.s trance  to  be  made  in 
the  case  of  p  rotcsted  bit  Is  of  exchange 
by  British  officers,  659. 

dt.'^onlinue  tlie  office  of  brigade-chap- 
lain to  the  corps  of  light  dragoons, 

.authorize  an  appraisement  of  leaden 
spouts  liiken  from  houses  in  Phila- 
delphia, 659. 

vacate  the  contract  made  with  James 
Bycrs,  cannon-founder,  6^ 

urge  the  states  to  send  their  full  repre- 
sentation of  delegates,  659. 
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Congress  authorize  the  examination  and  pay- 
.  ment  of  tlie  accounts  of  T.  D. 

Schweighauser,  660. 
their  allowance  to  Elizabeth  Burgen. 


their  directions  to  the  supesintendeut 

of  finance,  660. 
authorize  a  disposition  of  cannon  and- 

stores,  late  belonging  to  the  sloop 

Argo,  66(L 
;  their  proceedings  relative  to  col.  Isaac 

Ha>iies,  6G0,  665^  668. 
authorize  the  appointment  of  an  i^ent 

of  marine,  ana  prescribe  bis  duties, 

660,  661. 

order  an  advance  of  money,  to 
Christopher  Gadsden  and  other3,66L 

order  arms  repaired  in  Philadelphia  to 
be  sent  to  the  soutliern  army ,661 , 662. 

their  proceedings  respecting  consuls- 
general  of  France,6b2,  664, 665,  666. 

their  recommendation  of  lieiit.  colonel 
du  Buysson,  662. 

direct  a  settlement  of  his  accounts,  662. 

their  disposition  of  clothing,  ariillei-y, 
Ike.  shi|>ped  to  tlie  United  States  by 
order  of  J.  Laurens,  662. 

direct  the  settlement  of  accounts  of 
Samuel  Caldwell,late  agcnt-clothier, 

approve  the  conduct  of  lieut.  col.  John 
Laurens,  and  permit  him  to  join  the 
a  rm^,  662. 

their  instructions  to  tlic  court  of  ap- 
peals in  the  case  of  Patrick  MahoD| 
and  others,  66^ 

direct  payment  to  be  made  for  a  Portu- 
guese snow  and  cai-go,  664. 

direct  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
major-general  Robert  Howe,  664. 

direct  postage  to  be  charged  on  letters 
received  oy  the  board  of  treasury, 

664. 

discontinue  the  appointment  and  func- 
tions of  the  board  of  admiralty,  navy 
'*      boards,  agents,  he.  665. 

their  directions  to  maj.  gen.  Heath. 665. 

their  requisition  for  troops  on  INew- 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  666. 

tlieir  ordinance  for  regulating  the  trea- 
sury', and  adjusting  the  public  ac- 
counts, 666,  667. 

authorize  the  fitting  out  and  employ- 
ment of  vessels  of  war,  667. 

authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  William  Lee,  667. 

assign  a  day  for  a  general  thanksgiving, 

668,680,  681. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  vice-con- 
suls, 668. 

authorize  pay  of  rents  of  store-houses 
used  by  the  French  fleet  and  army 
in  Rhode-Island,  668. 

approve  the  conduct  of  major-general 
Greene,  663. 

determine  on  retaliation  for  the  inhu- 
man treatment  of  American  prison- 
ers by  the  enemy,  668,  669. 

authorize  Svmsbury  mine5<,  in  Connec- 
ticut, to  be  convened  into  a  prison, 

fifiiL 

order  Pennsylvania  levies  to  rendez- 
vous at  or  near  Philadelphia,  669. 

tlieir  reqaisition  for  militia  on  the  state 
of  Delaware,  669. 

appoint  a  treasurer  and  register  in  ^he 
trpHsui-j'  office,  fililL 
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Cougress  autliorize  monumenU  to  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  ihc  brigadte re-general 
Davidson  and  Srriveo,  6fliL 

,  regulate  the  hospital  department,  f>69, 

dm 

appoint  officers  in  the  hospital  depart* 
meot,  6691 6KL 

their  directions  to  the  late  commission- 
en  of  the  chambers  of  accountB)()71 . 

direct  brigadier-general  Irwin  to  take 
command  of  the  garrison  at  Pittsburg, 

671. 

p«rmit  major  Loraagne  to  retire  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  r)71 , 


tppoint  a  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 

672,  67^ 


direct  the  value  of  rations  to  be  ascer 

tained,  from  time  to  time,  67'2. 
direct  a  spttlemenl  with  the  represen- 

tativeii  of  the  late  M.  du  Cou(irav,672. 
their  instructioos  to  the  Commissioners 

for  Indian  affaire,  672. 
authorize  a  settlement  for  depreciation 

of  pay  of  general  officers,  b73. 
ct>ntinue  the  duties  and  appointment  of 

the  commissioners  of  tJie  board  ol 

war,  673. 

their  directions  relative  to  col.  Armand 
and  his  leeionarj'  corps,  673. 

alter  the  salaries  of  tne  secretary  at 
war,  and  secretary  of  marine,  673. 

approve  the  conduct  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  finance,  674. 

empowered  by  North-Carolina  to  levy 
and  collect  duties,  674. 

take  measures  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
pa{)crs  in  the  several  offices  of  the 
treasury,  674. 

take  measures  for  the  exchange  of  Ro- 
bert Stark,  67.5. 

direct  payment  to  the  officers  of  the  late 
mustering  department  in  Massachu- 
setts, Glo. 

direct  a  settlement  of  accounts  of  Dr. 
J .  VVithprspooii,  075. 

receive  information  of  the  battle  at  £u- 
taw  Springs,  &ic.  676. 

assign  reasons  for  superseding  George 
Turner,  late  commissary  of  prison- 
ers, 676. 

their  proceedinrs  on  the  memorials  of 
the  Illinois,  Wabash,  and  Indiana 
land  companies,  676.  677. 

rescind  their  resolve  of  the  10th  of  Au- 

f[ust,  1776,  relative  to  Canadian  vo- 
unteers,  678. 
reduce  the  rate  of  postage  on  letters,678. 
regulate  the  salaries  of  the  post-master 
general,  his  assistant,  and  deputies, 

678. 

resignation  of  Thomas  M'Kean,  presi- 
dent of,  678^  679. 

their  request  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  pre- 
sident of,  678j  679. 

receive  information  of  the  surrender  of 
lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army,GliL 

their  proceedings  relative  to  the  sur- 
render of  lord  Cornwallis  and  his 
army,  679,  680. 

their  proclamation  assigning  a  day  for 
a  general  thanksgivine,  680,  681 . 

disagree  to  a  motion  made  by  the  dele- 
gates from  Virginia,  681. 

discharge  the  committee  of  commerce 
from  farther  proceeding,  682. 


Congress,  their  resolves  relative  to  the  capture 
of  earl  Cornwall  is  and  his  army,  682. 

their  resolves  relative  to  the  actioB 
near  the  Gutaw  Springs,  683. 

appoint  major-general  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln secretary  at  war,  683,  693. 

continue  the  board  of  war  until  the  se- 
cretary  shall  enter  upon  his  duties, 

dieir  requisition  ou  the  states  for  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  683^  684,  6^5. 

gf^rove  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  In- 
dians, 6B4. 

receive  an  application  from  Pennsvlva- 
nia  relative  to  lands  in  dispute,  6S5i, 

receive  retunis  of  prisoners,  artillery, 
&c.  iakeu  at  York  and  Gloucester, 
in  Virginia,  685. 

elect  John  Hanson,  a  delegate  from 
Maiylaiid,  their  president,  fiSiL 

their  direction  to  ttie  secretary  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  686. 

their  thanks  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  late 
president,  68d^ 

their  directions  to  the  board  of  war,, 
relative  to  general  R.  Howe,  and  tm 
prisoners  of  war,  686,  62L 

rescind  their  resolution  respecting 
quarier-master's  certificates,&Ic.  6oT 

tbeu:  (proceedings  relative  to  the  ces- 
sions of  New-York,  Virginia,  and 
Connecticut,  687,  683. 

assign  a  day  for  the  appearance  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  by 
their  agents,  688. 

allow  three  months'  subsistence  to  offi- 
cers returned  from  Charleston,  S.C. 

disagree  to  a  proposition  relative  to  a 
reinforcement  of  the  southern  arniv, 

689. 

disagree  to  a  proposition  relative  to  the 
promotion  of  officers,  689. 

promote  sundrv  ofhcers  for  meritorious 
9er\  ices  at  York-town,  V'irp;iDia,690. 

direct  a  new  arrai»eemcnt  of  the  offi- 
cers  of  the  South-Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia lines,  690. 

authorize  Richaid  Peters  to  exercise 
the  duties  of  the  war  department, 
froUniporfj 

assign  certain  powers  and  duties  to  the 
secretary  of  marine.  &c.  691 . 

regulate  and  provide  tor  the  household 
of  their  president,  fiSL 

permit  tlie  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to 
return  to  France,  iii32^ 

their  resolves  relative  to  infractions  of 
the  laws  of  nadons,  693* 

authorize  the  superintendent  of  finance 
to  manage  loans,  &c.  698,  695. 

grant  an  audience  to  general  Washing- 
ton, 694. 

direct  a  supply  of  arms  to  be  sent  to 
North-Carolina,  696. 

their  ordinance  relative  to  captures  on 
water,  696  to  699. 

urge  the  states  to  complete  their  quotw 
of  troops,  700,  20L 

direct  returns  to  be  made  of  white  in- 
habitants, 101 . 

prohibit  the  issue  of  particular  war- 
rants in  favor  of  officers  of  tlie  army, 

authorize  South-Carolina  and  Georvia 
to  be  furui&Ucd  with  arms,  &«.  70x. 
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Coiigrusk  relet  the  applicntion  of  Johu  Larreguy, 
to  the  court  of  appeal  s,  702. 
order  a  letter  from  Richard  Peters,'  to 
be  entered  on  Uieir  j o u  rnals,702,709 . 
take  measures  for  recruiting  and  sup- 


plying  the  army,  703,  704. 
1  their  resolve  respecting  associated  loy- 
alists in  New-York,  704. 
larnish  New-York  with  ffuopowder, 

704. 

add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 

and  orders,  704. 
tbeii^  ordinance  for  incorporating  the 

subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  North 

America,  705,  m,  701. 
their  resolves  respectin";  officers  not  be* 

longing  to  (he  line  of  any  state,  7Q&. 
direct  payment  of  the  salaries  of  for- 

eign  ministers  of  the  United  Stales, 

707. 

take  pleasures  for  tlic  seizure  and  coa- 
demaatioo  of  British  merchandise, 

707 

direct  a  new  arrangement  of  the  medi- 
cal and  hospiul  departments,  707, 

708,  m 

their  amendatory  ordinance  re  la  tire  to 
captures  on  water,  709. 

their  plan  for  conducting  the  inspector's 
department,  710^7I1«712. 

authorize  the  appointment,  and  fix  the 
salaries,  of  omcers  in  the  war  de- 
partment^ 112. 

rescind  their  resolution  of  the  25th  of 
May,  1781,713. 

teceiire  a  return  of  officers  to  be  re- 
tained in  service,  213. 

refuse  relief  in  tlie  case  of  the  ship 
Marquis  la  Fayette,  IM. 
.  confirm  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial 
in  favor  of  major-general  R.  Howe, 

prescribe  new  duties  to  their  secretary 
and  augment  his  salary,  715, 716. 

elect  two  auditors  of  the  treasury,  716. 

elect  a  post-master  general  and  iiis 
assistant,  71fi. 

authorize  their  secretary  to  grant 
passports  for  the  exportation  of  to- 
bacco, 717. 

their  directions  to  the  clothier-general, 


their  directions  to  ^  court  of  appeals, 

ILL 


JUithorize  a  prosecution  againat  the 
conininnder  of  the  sloop  Morning 
Star,  717,  718. 

direct  supplies  to  be  sent  to  the  south- 
ern army.  lis. 

add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 
and  orders,  71«. 

authorize  cartels  with  the  enemy  for 
the  exchancc,  subsistence,  he.  of 
prisoners  of  war,  710. 

their  procccfilngs  relative  to  major- 
general  R.  Howe,  719,  22CL 

direct  an  adjustment  of  accounts  of  of- 
ficers in  (he  late  general  hospital, 

autltorize  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  settle  the  public  accounts 
in  each  state,  721,  722. 

regulate  the  department  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  repeal  their  former  act  on 
Uiai  subject,  723,  72iL 

their  directions  to  R.  Smith,  agent  of 
the  U.  States  at  the  Havana,  7^ 


Congress  take  measures  for  the  release  of  Heuiy 
Laurens,  confined  in  tlie  tower  of 

London ,  l^i 
their  fu filter  amendatory  ordinance  r&> 


lativa  to  captures  on  water, 


726, 
ITT 


their  iiutructions  to  Maseacbusetts  in 
the  case  of  John  Temple,  72a. 

authorize  the  appointment  of  five  com- 
missioners to  settle  the  accounts  of 
departments,  728^  729. 

modify  their  resolutions  of  the  22d  of 
Februai7  last,  relative  to  the  de- 
partment of  foreigu  affairs,  7^ 

grant  leave  of  absence  to  the  aecretaiy 
for  foreign  affairs,  233. 

decline  reinstating  col.  Gansevoort  in 
his  former  rank  in  the  New-York 
line  of  the  army,  733. 

their  decision  in  the  case  of  the  ship 
Resolution,  and  of  the  brig  Eersten 
and  cargo,  132. 

appoint  James  Elliot  assistant  geogra- 
pher to  the  United  States,  2^ 

their  allowance  tp  John  D.  Alvcy, 
post-master  with  the  main  army, 7^ 

take  measures  for  the  payment  of 
prize-money  due  to  the  omcers  and 
crews  of  the  Bon  Homme,  Richard, 
and  the  Alliance  frigate,  334. 

refer  to  New-York  an  appHcatioo 
from  the  Stockbrii^e  Indians,  734. 

modify  their  resolntiona  of  the  16th 
July  and  30th  of  October,  1780,  reU" 
live  to  Quarier-masters,  734,  735. 

their  proclamation  relative  to  a  day  of 
humiliation,  fasting,  and^^^mj^^ 

take  measures  for  staying  suits  against 
officers,  and  agents  for  supplies  fur* 
nished.or  services  rendcred,7a6,737. 

modify  their  resolution  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1780,  relative  to  the 
pay  of  regimental  surgeons,  737. 

th^ir  proceedings  relative  to  brigadier- 
general  Moultrie  and  others,  737, 

738. 739. 

promote  brigadier-general  Knox  to 
the  rank  of  major-general,  238. 

repeal  their  act  of  the  12th  of  January, 
1780,  relative  to  M.  Galvan,  239. 

authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  pio- 
acevs  to  serve  with  the  aouthern 
army,  232. 

require  returns  to  be  made  of  general 
officers,  and  of  officers  in  the  quar- 
ter-master's department,  740. 

take  measures  for  apprehending  and 
securing  deserters,  and  prisoners  of 
war,  740. 

Connecticut  to  cause  clothing  to  be  made  for  the 

army,  49. 
militia  called  into  service,  £6. 
money  advanced  to,  65^  113,  149. 

]p,f^ 

delegates  from,  155,  156i  2357  438. 

462^467j  545^  551j  G29,  mK 
not  less  than  two  delegates  to  repre- 
sent and  give  the  vote  of,  211,212. 
quota  of  eighty  battalions  of  troops, 

223.  432, 

empowers  aov  one  delegate  to  re- 
present and  give  the  vote  of,  ^3. 
ratifies  the  articles  of  confederation, 

2fi3. 

quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, 21JfL 
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Coaneeticut  money  heretofore  ndvancod  to,  how 
to  be  applied,  319,  ML 
quota  of  fifteen  mtnions  of  dollars, 

to  fomith  the  army  with  provisions, 

410,  420. 

to  complete  the  quota  assigned,  417. 

quota  of  supplies  for  the  next  cam' 
paign,  436^  436^  437. 

to  furnish  provisions  to  the  agent  of 
marine  of  France,  441. 

ur^ed  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  millions 
of  dollar^,  457. 

to  furnish  provisions  for  the  army, 
wpekly,  519. 

quot*)  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange* 
ment  of  the  army>  532.  538. 

quota  of  six  millions  of  Jollars,  pay- 
able in  provisions  and  specie,  542, 

quota  of  eifrhty  thousand  dollars  in 

specie,  563. 
quota  of  six  months'  pay  of  the 

army,  in  specie,  568. 
act  of  the  lefpslature  of,  594. 
not  to  station  invalids  in, 
commissions  is.^ued  bv  the  governor 

of,  to  be  revoked,  f>55. 
disputes  between  Pennsylvania  and, 

6&5,688. 

Conner,  lieut.  col.  Moi^^n,  granted  leave  of 

abflence,4iEL 
Connolly  John,  not  to  be  exchanged  without 
the  special  order  of  Congress, 

considered  as  a  spy  and  emissanr 
from  the  British  army,  121, 

ordered  to  be  closely  confined, 
and  that  no  person  converse 
with  him,  125. 
his  exchange  authorized,  2S5. 
Constitutions  of  the  snversu  states  to  be  collect- 
ed and  nublished,  ■^59- 
Cousnl  ot  the  United  States  in  France,  his  sala- 
ry, 541— appointed,  546. 
Consuls,  proceedings  relative  to  the  powers  and 

privileges  of,  301^  SUj  656^  657^  710. 
Couture,  Mons.  du,  comet  in  colonel  Armand's 
legion,  473. 

Convention  of  Saratoga,  decision  of  Congress  on 
the,  45,46. 
troops.  (See  Prisoners  of  war.) 


Conyngham  Gustavus,  cruelly  treated  by  the 

enemy,  323. 
measures  taken  for  his 
relief,  3iiL 

Copperolate  printer  to  be  employed,  22a. 

Corbin  Margaret,  allowance  to,  320, 199. 

Cornell  Ezekiel,  a  delegate  from  Kbode-Island, 

elected  commissioner  of  the 
board  of  war,  pro  tempore, 

558,  5aL 

granted  leave  of^bsenco,  GIL 
to  vii>it  military  stores  and  latKh 
ratory  in  the  eastern  depart- 
ment, kr,.  614.  , 
Comwallis,  and  his  army  at  Yorktown,  Virginia, 
surrender  of  lord,  679. 
terms  of  his  exchange,  725. 
Corny,  Mons.  de,  brevet  lieut.  colonel  of  cavalrr, 

463, jfcL 

recommendatoTy  letters  fur- 
nished to,  463 ,  4fi4 
Corps  of  engineers  established,  224. 
Cottnam,  capt.  lieut.  his  resignation  accepted, 

Condray,  Mons.  du,  allowance  to  tlie  represent* 

atives  of  the  late,  672. 
Counterfeiters  of  bills  of  credit,  roeaisurcs  taken 

for  prosecuting,  468. 
Court  of  appeals.    (See  appeals.) 
Courts  of  inquiry  and  courts-martial,  appoint* 
ment  of  naval,  2[L 
martial,  testimony,  how  to  be  obtained 

in  causes  depenuing  before,  392. 
for  the  trial  of  piracies,  &ic.  established, 

606.607. 

Craik  James,  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the 

army, 

Credentials,  delegates  produce  their,  55,  39. 109, 
127,  128.  134,  135,  145,  146,  147,  148,  155, 
156,  m,  2M7^25r,  2^mf310,  313, 

.320,  im,  339,  mt,  3^  397,  m 

404,      -m,  m^m^  4^      m:  m, 
445,  ^  4^  462^  m:  470:  475,  497, 

515,  oVr,  .H5,  .249,  553^  559,  576,  581.  617^ 
^  646,  648,  649,  672,  mTm,  7U, 

Crenis,  Heut.  colonel,  money  advanced  to,  li^S, 
Cunningham  Joseph,  proceedings  of  Congress 

respectine,  32.5,  326. 
Curson  Samuel,  bill  drawn  in  his  favor  to  be 
paid,  12. 
his  accounts  to  be  settled,  IMt 


Dale  Richard,  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  MS. 
Dandridge,  Capt.  his  resignation  accepted,^^ 
D'Annemours,  Mons.  de,  consul  of  France  for 

Maryland, 

D'Annemours,  Sieur,  vice  consul  of  France,  in 

Virginia,  33CL 
D'Aumour,  Mons.  consul  of  France  for  North* 

Carolina, 

D'Arendt,  Baron,  furlough  granted  to,  24. 

takes  his  leave  of  Congress,  58^ 
allowed  pay  and  depreciation.  6A5m 
Dart  John  S.  auditor  of  accounts  for  tne  south- 
ern'army,  558. 
Davidson,  brig,  general,  monument  to  the  me- 
mory of,  669- 
Davies,  col.  his  conduct  approved  by  Congress, 

271. 

Davis,  lieut.  S.  his  resignation  accepted,  449. 
Deane  Joseph,  summoned  to  attend  Congress, 

130. 

Silas,  attends  Congress,  21^  22,  29, 51L 


Deane  Silas,  couside  ration  of  his  letter  postpon- 
ed, fia. 

requests  ex  tracts  of  letters  reflect- 
ing on  his  character  and  coo- 
duct,  SL 

a  day  assigned  for  hearing,  6^ 

postponed,  15. 

required  to  report,  writing,  oo 
affairs  relative  to  his  agency,  IMi 

heard  in  his  defence,  l^K  163, 164, 
165,  166,  169.  171, T72. 

publication  relative  to  the  afiiairs 
of,  ITL 

charge  exhibited  against,  256, 25S, 

259. 

farther   proceedings  respectin);, 

3(M,  305. 

allowance  made  to,  335,  344,  3M- 
discharged  from  farther  attend- 
ance on  Congress,  33.5,336- 
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Oeaue,  frigate,  proceedings  relative  to  a  vessel 

and  cargo  taken  by  the,  505- 
Dc  Bois,  major,  allowed  pay  for  twelvfi  months, 

and  dlschari^ed  from  public  service,  2JtL. 
Debts  due  from  ihe  United  States,  how  to  be 
paid,  595,  (iOO. 
estimates  ot,  GIZ. 
Declaration  of  Coagre^  relative  to  Geo.  John- 
stone, British  commissioner,  13^  14, 1^ 
Defeuctf,  shif),  with  her  cargo  oTproTisiooa, per- 
mitted to  sail,  ML 
De  Frey,  capu  Charles,  granted  leave  of  ab- 
sence, 391. 
excused  from  further  service, 
and  permitted  to  return  to 
♦  France,  581. 

niouev  advanced  to,  381  ■ 
0e  Kalb,  Baron,  monument  to  the  memory  of, 

636. 

J^elegates  appear  and  produce  their  credentials, 

riL  19,  h  39,  m  i|L  128, 

T3.3,  m,^(],  14Tri4g7  [557 
■     ^         ^         ^  ^  312, 


m  m;  m;  m;  ML  ^  ^ 


397,  m  4m,  5Si ,  409,  M, 
^  ^  430,  438,  444,  445i  Pli 
45er,  40-2,  470  ,  475,  490,  515, 
517.  545.  649,  553,  5^,  5^  Mi 
G17,  629,  6W,  ^  649,  675; 

obtain  leave  of  absence,  10,  36, 39,  5^ 

67.  109,  196,         263,  2977^ 


319.  m;  aj.3,  ^  sa:  375,  379, 

m  mi,  409.  531,  592,  PTg, 


^  660^'  704,  733,  7^  IMl 
from  states  not  represented  m  Con- 
Rress,  votes  of,  14, 85,  91,92,  111, 
124,  131,  138,  1447147,  1577^0 


CT.  nig;      m;  ni,  rn,  m. 


254,  255,  1^  ^         259,  260, 


ggf,  277,  234,  286,  296,  3H 


m3,  llf  m  ^  33^  ^  335 


347;  348,  350,  ^  376, 


w..,  619,  653,  65?;  1158,  661L  662, 
gTO;  671.  mf,  676,  611,  S7J,  680 


Ml,  ba?,  5887  689,  690,  65T,  695, 

696,  m  m,  m;  tto,  719, 

72S,  727,  7^732^  733,  738^  m 


excused  from  voting  on  questions  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  14j  64^^  83,  105, 

-        147, 326^ 

to  be  sunplicd  with  articles  at  tlieir 
original  cost  and  charges,  ^ 

permitted  to  change  their  votes,  4M. 

under  the  articles  of  confederation. 


from  Norcb-Carolina,  South-Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  advances  of  money  to, 

6al. 

Delaware,  the  enemy's  fleet  appear  in  the  river, 

application  to  Congress,  relative  to 

fortifying  the  river,  2iL 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  be  pro 

sccuted  for  a  vessel  and  cargo  sunk 

in  the  river,  Si. 
requisition  of  Congress  for  a  call  of 

the  assembly  of,  115. 
delegates  from,  427,  581,  651/714, 

'  ^  im 


Delaware  delegates,  autliorized  to  sign  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  201, 
202,  209,227: 
lo  lay  and  contiane  an  embargo  on  the 
exportation  of  provisions,  346, 458, 

465. 

quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars, 

of  eigh^  battalions  of  troops, 

223, 

to  supply  Massachusetts  and  Berma* 

da  with  provisions,  250,  278. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  milliooi 

of  dollars,  4.57. 
instructions  of  Congress  to  the  presi- 
dent of,  346. 
quota  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 

aza. 

of  supplies  (or  the  next  cam- 
paign, 435,  436,  437L 
lo  furnish  provisions  for  the  army,  373, 
374,  410."315.  Ma! 
quota  of  troops  under  the  arraiige- 
ment  of  the  army,  532,  5^ 
of  six  millions  of  aollars,  pay- 
able in  provisions  and  spe- 
cie, 5^  643, 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  in 
specie,  4ii3^ 
to  send  provisions  to  Trenton,  in  New- 
Jersey,  569. 
milttia,  requisition  of  Congress  for, 

Demere  Raymond,  his  papers  and  accounts,  how 

disposed  of,  LL 
his  bills  to  be  paid,  SL 
Denning  William,  commissioner  of  the  board  of 

treasury,  451, 
Dcoreciatiou  of  paper  currency,  to  be  made 
^  good,  437,  447. 

of  money,  received  by  officers,  how 

settled,  517  ■ 
of  new  bills  of  credit,  measures 
taken  to  prevent,  alA. 
Deputy  adjutant  general  and  quarter-master  for 
the  southern  department,  appointed, 

125. 

paymaster  general  in  Georgia,  directions 
of  Congress  to,  88, 89. 

Secretary'  of  Congress,  appointed,  322^ 
paymasters  general,  ancl  assistants,  al- 
lowance to,  455. 
commissary  of  prisoners  for  the  southern 
aepartment,  authorized, 
247,  ML 

general  at  Albemarle  bur- 
racks,  aniho  rizedj247, 341 
Derick,inajor,  promoted,  and  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  Europe,  115. 
granted  Jeavc  of  absence,  488. 
bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor 
of,4&&. 

his  accounts  to  be  settled,  619. 

620. 

Deserters  to  be  apprehended  and  secured,  740. 
Desertions  from  the  convention  troops,  mea- 
sures taken  to  prevent,  327,  '161. 
from  the  troops  of  allied  poAvers. 
measures  taken  to  prevent,  327, 4£1 
Desbon  J.  his  resignation  accepted,  6177 
Des  Isnard,  major,  his  application  refused,  206. 
D'Estaing,  Count,  application  for  the  purchase 

of  vessels,  made  to, 
expression  of  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  relative  to,  1^ 
Destourhes,  Chevalier,  thanks  of  Congress  to. 
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De  Vandrc,  Chevalier,  monc^  advaaced  to, 

permitted  to  return  to 
France, 

De  Witt  Simeon,  geographer  to  tJie  army,  ^5IL 
Dickinsuu  John,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  25Q. 

granted  lta\e  of  absence,  395, 
Pliilcuiou,  a  delegate  from  Delaware, 

71^  72iL 

Disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  provision  for,  68, 

£31 

Division  of  questions  called  for,  57,  160,  165, 
lo7.  186.  2o6,  2M,  256,  303,  305. 
536,  365.  5957  4^  ^  ^  619. 
of  the  votes  of  »iates  on  questioos  de- 
cidetl  bv  yeas  and  nays,  2^  11,  14^  19, 
21, 27,  il .  48,  :)7,5a,  69, 60,  83,  t^, 
^  Jij  IQj,  liUrTl27l24,l3irl3a, 

E^^iiL  1^  1^  167,  ii)B,M69,  no, 


itt;  ttT,  Tm,  tbu,  19^  2yj, 


1^  2iS  2^  229^  m",        233^  236^ 


2407  m,  214, 

2oj,  Zjt;7  267,  '^58^  2^^o;  ^T,  262, 
2b3,  2(o.  II)>(7,  '^09,  270;  275.  277, 2TH, 


279,  2K0,  2a8,  W,  296,  302,  303,  :m, 


gg^  3n<i;  :ff)9;3io,  jn7.Tni;3T^5^ 


32.),  Mf,  m,  340,  343, 1^4,  345, 

350,  359,        3*A,  367,  370,  STC, 

371J.  Jirr;  ;igX3S7, 388.  jgg;  550:3917 

597;  :T98;  Wl ,  402,  404,  408, 409, 413. 
414,  -ITT,  iT^59.),  5977 599j  604, 605, 


Dodrl  William,  and  othera,  Ihcir  petition  reject- 
ed, m 


Doors  of  Congress  opened  daring  poblic  as* 

diences,  to  foreign  ministers,  5^  390. 
Douglass  John,  proceedings  of  Congress  re» 

pccting,  337. 
Dove,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  455. 
Dover  Cutter,  proceedings  reiative  to  the  c% 

tors  of  the,  526. 
Dow,  lieut.  promoted,  488. 
Downe  Samuel,  commissioner  for  destroj^ 

bills  of  credit, 
money  advanced  to,  l&L 
Doz  Andrew,  commissioner  for  destroying  billl 

of  credit,  24S. 
Drayton  Stephen,  deputy  quafter*mastcr  general 
tor  the  southern  department,  12L 
WilUam  Heary,  a  delegate  from  Soubb* 
Carolina,  330. 
^  his  death  aad  fonenl, 

•  m 

Duane  James,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  126. 

452,^ 

Duarti  John  G.  proceedings  respecting,  3go,  'M, 

Dubois,  col.  Lewis,  his  rank  established, 

his  resignation  accepted,41i 
Duck  Creek  packet,  loss  ot,  not  to  be  sustaio^ 

by  the  United  States,  Ifix 
Dumaine  and  Lyon,  proceedings  bo  the  petitioa 

Dunlap  John,  ordered  to  attend  Congress,  ITL 
his  publications  relative  to  foreiga 
affairs  disapproved  by  Congress, 

12L 

Duties,  acts  of  states  and  proceedings  of  C^* 
gress  relative  to  impost,  672,  673,  574,  575, 
682,  jp,  594,       601,  GIJWTm 

Dyer  Eliuhalit,  a  delegatefroni  Connecticut, 
166*  16b» 


E. 


Eag!c  and  cargo,  proceedings  relative  to  the 

capture  of  the  brig,  4-^5. 
Baslern  states,  proceedings  relative  to  a  siipjlly 
of  provMions  for  the,  41,214. 
patriotic  nxertions  of  the,  5CL 
Bastoo,  colonel  James,  dismissed  from  tile  ser- 
vice of  the  L'nited  States^ 
H-ayrcs,  major  Joseph,  his  services  disused 
with,  515. 

!Eden  William.   (See  BrUisk  commUsunters.) 

Ecrsten  and  cargo,  pioccedings  in  the  case  of 
the  bri<T,I3iL 

Egg4Iarl>or,  Ncw-Jerscy,  appearance  of  the 
British  fleet  off,  12, 

Eichelberger,  lieut.  Martin,  his  resignation  ac- 
cepted, 22L 

Elbert,  col.  'application  for  his  promotion  not 
complied  with,  433. 
due  regartj  paid  by  Congress  for 
the  exchange  of,  4^ 
Kllcry  Wm.adeletrnte  from  Rhode-Island, 
grantc'il  leave  of  absence,  207, 
appointed  a  commissioner  of  the 

bonrd  of  admiralty,  'H^. 
his  accepunce  notiiicd,  173. 
Elliot  Janes,  ap(iointcd  captain,  22iL 

ordered  to  the  western  depart- 
ment, 222. 
appointed  assistant  geographer  to 
the  United  States,  232^ 
JBiiswortli  Oliver,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut, 

155,  156,  412,  629. 
^        granted  leave  of  nhsence.2Q7. 
-Flmrr  Jonatlian,  a  delegate  from  Ncw-Jcrscy, 

650,704.' 


Embai^  on  the  exportation  of  provisioBt  to  be 
continued  and  enforced,  17,  77,  78, 
346,  350,41^i458,4gy 
eluded,  by  tratisportation  of  tobacco 
from  Maryland,  ^ 
Emberilement  of  public  stores,  punishment  to 

be  inflicted  for  (he,  5LL 
Emissions  of  bills  of  credit,  46,  47,  73, 113,  m, 

~195,342,^.25H, 

2557mM^ 
395, 404,443,  w: 

account  to  be  (ur> 

ubhed    of  Uk 

whole  amooot  of, 

to  be  called  oat  of 
circtdation,  175, 

317,  m 

limitation   of  tfae 
amount  of,  347, 

Emerson  Moses,  money  advanced  to,  151. 
Emmes  or  Emes  John,  proceedings  of  a  court- 
martial  on  the  trial 

of,  m 

dischat^ed  from  coo* 
finement,  ^6. 

Endorsers  of  new  bills  of  credit,  names  of  the, 
466  ,  474,  506^  511,  515^  535,  5M,  565,  593, 

—  es; 

Enemy,  proceedings  relative  to  persons  dcsirotti 
of  going  wiiliiu  the  hacs  of  the,  29, 

249,2jl>. 

measures  taken  to  repel  the,  80^  ' 
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£oeiny,  their  wanton  ioA  outrageous  barbarity 
in  Virginia,  2&2. 
measures  taken  to  prevent  supplies  to 
tbe,  548. 

£afaQt,Mons.L\appointed  capt.of  engineers  |243. 

£ttgioeers  ordered  to  South-Carolina, 
formed  into  a  corps,  22iL 
returi:  to  be  made  of  the  oncers  of, 

Ennmeration  of  white  inhabitants,  proceedings 

respecting  an,  fiSL 
Epiniers,  major,  obtsuns  leave  of  absence  for 

six  months,        145,367,  m 
£rk«iens  Gos&inus.  bis  proposal  complied  with, 
•  164,165. 
Estimates  of  supplies  to  be  reported  to  Congrrss, 

407.  ^ 

of  debts  due  from  the  United  Stales, 
and  for  the  current  year,  (112. 
Etombe,  sieut  de  1*,  consul-general  of  France, 

662,  664,  66i 

European  courts,  intelligence  to  be  conimunica- 
,  ted  lelatiTe  to  views  and 

designs  of,  236- 
allowance  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  United  States  to, 

Eustace,  major,  his  resignation  accepted, 
Eutaw- Springs,  victory  gained  over  the  enemy 
at  the,  676. 


Ev.uis  John,  summoned  to  attend  Congress,  L]fL 
Evftleigh  Nicholas,  a  delegate  from  South- 
Carolina,  6M. 
Exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  proceedins;?  rela- 
tive to  the,  4,  3(i,  56,  57.  5?],  103, 
118.  129.  246.  217,  2377  422,  476, 
4^504.,  541,  55^56%  569,  6%. 

6j8r65i),  718,2IIL 
of  state,  for  continental  bilU  ot  cre- 
dit, ao. 

Executive  autltorities  of  states  may  permit  per-> 
•ons  to  go  witiiin  tbo  enemy's  lines,  29^  249^ 

23L 

Expedition  affainst  the  Seneca  Indians  by  New- 
York,  24L  241. 
the  Mingo  and  Munsey  In- 
dians, ^181. 
plan  approved  by  Congress  for  conr 

ducting  the  western, 
to  Penol^ot,  inquiry  made  by  Mas- 
sachusetts relative  to  the.  416. 
Expenditures,  inquiry  into  tJie  expeaiency  of 

diminishing  the  public,  ^94i 
Expfesb-riders,  for  conveying  the  mail,  dis* 
charged,  416. 
for  conveying  despatches  from 

Cougresfs,  idlovved,  421. 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  author- 
ized, 4^4. 


Falconar  Nathaniel,  appointed  a  member  of  the 

navy  board,  26^ 
to  superintend  presses  for 
striking  bills  of  credit, 
&C.M. 

Ji'anny,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  94^ 
Fast,  days  ^pointed  for  a  general,  229,  230^ 

441,  442,  596,  597,  735. 1%. 


Fay  Jonas,  copies  of  papers  delivered  to.  342. 


343. 

Fayette,  marquis  de  la,  honored  by  Congress,  50. 

permitted  to  go  to  France,  and 

to  return  at  his  pleasure,  iilL 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  9&< 
an  elegant  sword,  with  proper 

devices,  presented  to.  Qfi^ 
recommenaed  to  the  king  of 

France,  9fi^ 
takes  leave  of  Congress,  IQS. 
money  advanced  to,  117- 
returnsto  resume  his  command, 

4.^7. 

money  borrowed  by,  to  be  paid. 


kis  distinguished  scr\ices  and 
merit,  692j  693. 
ship,  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the, 

714. 


308, 


,3QiL 
ersey,  142, 


Featherstone,  capt.  to  be  exchanged. 

Fell  John,  a  delegate  from  New-J   

14^  146, 

Peter  R.  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 
accounts,  46fi. 
his  resignation  accepted,  60S. 
Ferguson  Adam,  papers  transmitted  with  his 

letter,  to  be  published, 
Few  William,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  456. 
Field  commissarj'  of  military  stores,  his  duties 
and  compensation,  204,  205.  W{L 
subsistence  allowed  to  the,  414,415. 
Finance,  committee  oo,  appointed,  26. 

references  and  direc-, 
tious  to  the,  IQL 


Finance,  committee  on.  report  from  the,  6IL 

plan  of,  considered,  119,  122,  123,  124, 
170, 172,  173,  174,        277,279,  2i{9, 
■  2Srt;  29G,  306 ,  JO'J ,  iW,  ^11.31  ^ ,  3W, 
^?rr7348.  37;^,  g737 572.  573,  57b; 
:  577.  :lUL 

saperiutendent  of,  authorized.  (See 
SuperinieitdeTltJ) 
Filzhugh,  Mr.  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  35L 
Fleuun<;  Charleii,  endorser  of  new  biUi»  of  cre^ 

dit,  53^ 
his  resignation,  718. 
AVilliam,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  264. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  .'^  iH. 
Fletcher  Samuel,  nis  accounts  to  be  settled,  553. 
Fleur}-,  lioui.  col.  money  advanced  to,  L5L. 

to  apply  to  the  minister  of 

France,  175. 
honored  by  Congress,  339, 

granted  leave  of  absence  for 

nine  months,  3r»a. 
his  furlough  extended,  458, 

CA7. 

Francis,  proceedings  of  Congress  rc-» 
spectiug,  214. 
Flour  to  be  purchased,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  HI , 


to  be  seized  and  secured  for  the  use  of  tho 

army,  31,  TL 
to  be  turuished  the  agent  of  the  marine  of 
Frauce,  441. 
Flower  Benjamin)  commissary  genera]  of  mili- 
tary stores, 
charged  with  frauds  and  mal- 
\  practices  in  office,  2^ 

ordered  to  be  arrested  and 

confined,  2. 
until  further  order  of  Con- 
gress, no  advances  of  mo- 
ney to  be  made  to,  2,  3. 
his  arrcHi  referred  to  general 
Arnold,  4, 


Win 


INDEX. 


Flower  Bcnjamiii,  appreheuded  aad  put  uoder 

guard,  ^ 

bia  pupei  s  to  be  seized  and 
secured,  {L 

allowed  to  go  out  in  custody 
of  one  or  more  vigilant  of- 
ficers, 12, 

di»cb:irged  tVom  coafinement 
and  permitted  to  resume 
the  duties  of  his  office,  31, 

money  advanced  to,  84, 1^. 
his  death,  and  vacancy  of  his 
office.  qM< 

Floyd  William,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  128, 

173,  406,  E3£ 
Fly,  inquiry  into  the  loss  of  the  sloop,  JJIL 
Foisom,  iSathaniel,  a  dekgate  from  Sew-Hamp- 
shire,  418. 

Fontaine,  Mons.  Roche,  captain  of  engineers,  G^. 
Fontivereaux,  Chevalier  de,  licuteaaat  of  caval- 
ry, 439^44(1 
FooksTaul,  summoned  to  attend  Con^ss,  130 
his  salary,  as  iulcrprelur  of  lan- 
guages j  increased,  414. 
Foqnet  Nicholas  and  Mark,  additional  allow- 
ance to,  375. 
Forage  to  be  provided  for  the  army,  ML 

compi  nsation  allowed  to  commissaries 
of,  273. 

appoirittnent  of  commiflsaries  of,  autho- 
rized, 490. 

taken  by  governor  Clinton,  to  be  paid 
for,  193. 

Forbes  James,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  127, 


bis  death  and  funeral^  ^^t^ 
Foreign  affairs,  committee  of— 

references  and  direetions  to 


2?^ 


17.  74,  101, 146. 15o, 


the. 


186,  191, 

to;  553: 


reports  from  the,  18^  74^  IW. 
stale  of,  considerccT,  18,  19,  20, 

76.  m:m,fij3,  i6o,  icy^  m, 
iT5727>r7^5^r7l^~ib  260^  ^ 


303,  ^  W5 
establishment  of  a  new  depart- 
ment uf.  5d4. 
secretary  for,  authorized,  ^6 1. 

appointed,  G57. 
new  regulations  for  the  depart- 
meni  of,  T^y,  724. 
loan,  plan  for  negociatiiig  a,  22iL 
ministers  of  the  United  Slates,  their  sa- 
laries to  be  paid,  7<37. 
Forgery,  Cornelius  Sweers  t  barged  with,  L 

convicted  o^  31. 
Forraah  Ezekiel,  commissioner  uf  the  board  of 

treasury,  38G. 
his  resignation  accepted,  fij{L 
Forrest  Uriah,  aliuwance  to,  580,  581. 
Forster  Isaac,  nionev  advanced  (o,  1.'),  138,  1^9. 

Dr.  proceedings  in  the  casern",  385,  386. 
ordered  to  deliver  up  pubhc  stores 
in  his  pos2»esbiun,  537. 
Fort  Sehuyler,  di8|>osilion  of  clothing  at,  141. 
Fort  Sullivan,  representation  of  general  Lee, 

relative  to  the  defence  of,  i248,  249. 
Fortune,  a|>peal  in  the  case  ol  the  schooner,  ^ 
Fowler,  Alexandor,  auditor  of  army  accounts, 

208,  3SL 

France,  ministers  plenipotentiar\'  from  the  court 
of,  (see  Gerard,  also  iLuzeme.) 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  U 
States,  appointed  to,  i;3,  5^^ 


 '         ■  ■'  .r  .'7,.V 

France,  proceedings  of  Maryland  relative  Is 
treaties  with,  176. 

a  truce,  or  peace  with  Great  Britain 
not  to  be  concluded  vrithout  the  con- 
sent of,  184-. 

congratulations  of  Coujgrcss  on  the 
birth  of  a  princess  of,  266. 

retaliation  lor  injiuies  duae  to  the  sub- 
jects of,  283. 

plan  of  operations  far  tiie  land  and  natal 
forces  ol, 

Fnuicey>  Moos,  de,  proceedings  on  a  letter 

fnNO,  L 
his  rec^isifion  for  tobac- 
co, lo5.  • 


Suited 


report   on   a  menoriai 

from,  299,  3Q<L 
tobacco  ordered  to  be  de- 
livered to,  ;KX). 
Frimcis  Tench,  endorser  of  new  bilhr  of  credit, 

FrankUu  Benjamin,  minister  plenipotentiai?  t» 

the  court  of  France,  ^ 

charge   exhibited  against, 

256,258,351). 
biils  of  exciiange  drawn  on, 
467,  606, 

t  William,  late  governor  of  New-Jersey, 
proposals  for  his  exchange, 

decided  to  be  a  prisoner^  the 

United  States,  27. 
farther  protreediugs  relative 
to,  56,  57,  58. 
Franks  David,  British  commissary  of  prisoner?. 

ordered  to  be  arrc:»ied  and  coa- 
fiued,  ilL 
deprived  of  his  oflicc  after  the 

tenUi  of  Noveuibci  uext,  ifL 
a  return  of  proceedings  required 

iji  tlie  case  ol',  L)8^ 
return  made,  98. 

considered  no  longer  a  prisoner 
of  the  United  States,  1 1^ 
Frauds  and  abuses  in  the  quartcr-uia»iter  gener- 
al's department  suggested,  108. 
by  masters  of  vessels  and  shipjiers.  pro- 

ceediiigs  on,  108, 

m 

ofiences  ngaiost  xb*- 
uiunicipullawsol 
the  5t;ites,  334. 
Frazer  Perzifor,  appointed  cloUiier  general,  322 

declines  acceptance,  32o. 
Frederick,  in  Maiyiaud,  priaoiieis  of  war  to  be 

rcaiuved  from  Albe- 
marle barracks, 

to  551. 

ordered  to  be  removed 
to    Lancaster  and 
Ifork-town.ia  Fean- 
svlvania,  lrom,5^. 
Frelinghausen  Frederick,  a  delegate  from  .New^ 

Jeiiiey,        145,  146^  LM. 
French  tiect,  proceedings  lelative  to  the  future 
operations  of  the, 
*         information  to  be  given  relative  ts 
the,  4*'A. 

ollicers,  bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor 

ol",  114, 1_UL 

Frey,  Baron  de,  granted  leave  of  absence,  371, 

excused  from  farther  service, 
and  |)ermitied  to  return  l# 
France,  381. 

money  advanced  to,  381 . 


I 
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Fi  eney  and  Co.  settlement  of  their  clHims,  d2L 
Fletcher,  Samuel,  his  accounts  to  be  settled, 
Frigates,  continental, to  l>c  prepared  for  sea, 208. 

ordered  from  Boston  to  South-Caro- 
lina, 


Frost  George,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampshirc> 

109, 136- 

Fry  Josenh,  door-keeper  to  Congress,  6257 
Furman  Aloore,  deputy  quarter-master  in  New- 
Jersey,  422» 


Gadsden  C.  and  others,  money  advanced  to,6filx 

Galvan,  capt.  his  applications  for  promotion,  not 
complied  with,  41 G,  701. 

Gaivin,  major,  to  be  employed  as  inspector,  422. 

Gambier,  British  admiral,  his  peremptory  requi- 
sition not  complied  with,  Ilk. 

Onmble  James,  deputy  quarter-master  general  of 
issues,  548,  549. 

Gaming,  measures  taken  by  Congress  to  sup- 
press, 

Gandy  Jacob,  a  deserter,  recommended  to  the 
mercy  of  Congress,  3. 
'  pardoned,^ 
Crano,  rey.  John,  brigade  chaplain,  24. 
Gansevoort,  Len.  comniissioDcr  of  extra  cham- 
ber of  accountf>,  558. 
col.  Peter,  not  to  be  re-instated  in 
his  former  rank,  233- 
Garanger,  Mous.  directed  to  join  the  army  under 

gen.  Washington, 
Gardoqui  Joseph,and  sons,  their  shipment  of  mer 

chanilise,  liL 
6ates,  Major-general,  to  take  command  in  the 
eastern  department,  21L 
his  conduct  approved  by  Congress,  111. 
transmits  a  pro|)osal  for  fortifying  the  har 

boor  of  Boston,  171. 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  case  of  Augus 

tin  Loizeau,  2Si^ 
to  take  command  of  the  southern  army 

465 

powers  and  directions  to,  4S(i. 
suspended  from  his  command,  53i. 
ordered  to  head- quarters,  ii2JL 
Geddes  William,  commissioner  of  the  chamber 

of  accounts,  112^  386^  382. 
empowered  to  act  as  a  commis- 
sioner of  claims,  lfi4. 
appointed  auditor  of  the  trea 
surv',  716. 

General  Advertiser,  onensive  publications  rela- 
tive to  foi^ign  alfairs,  in  the,  177. 
Miniin  privateer,  recapture  of  a  French 

vessel  by  the,  210. 
officers,  proceedings  on  a  meroonal  of, 

507^  5()8. 


Gerard,  Sieur,  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
France,  his  public  audience, 6,6 ,7i,9. 

his  credentials  produced,  6, 2.  

his  address  to  Congress,  T, 
reply  of  the  president  to,  8,  9. 
communications  to  Congrpss  from,  and 
proceedinos  on,  18^  28,  31^  51,  fiG,  89, 
1U3,  02,  11177126,  I30n^4B! 


allowed  their  proportions  of  land,5{ia. 
,  depreciation  of  pay,  622- 

to  be  employed  in  the  field,  return 
of,m 

Oentille,  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  directions  for 

the  speedy  departure  of  the  vessel,  119. 
Geomeirical  proooriion,  value  of  bills  of  credit 

to  be  ostimated  in,  422- 
rfeorgp,  appeal  in  the  t  ase  of  the  sloop,  149. 
Georgia,  to  be  defended,  67, 9 J,  249, 320, 342.38G. 
militia  called  into  service,  62. 
money  advanced  lo,  88^  149.342,34^,651. 
quota  of  eighty  battaHons  ol  troons, 
line,  new  arranj^ement  of  the,  421,  'Li^ 
8tii>ernumerary  officers  of,  421.^^ 
delegates  from,  456^  475^  668,  672. 
loan-office  in,  to  be  removed,  5ftL 
supplies  furnished  to  prisoners  of  war 
in,  612. 

quota  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
ment, 532,  538. 
advance  of  money  lo  the  delegates 
from,  631. 
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takes  leave  of  Congress,  361 ,  362. 
Germain,  lord  Geoige,  proceedings  on  an  inter- 
cepted letter  from,  602,  6j3. 
German  Volunteers,  corp.s  of,  authorized,  43. 
officers  of  the,  4^ 
plan  deferred,  for  raising,  14fi, 
trauslerredto  col.  Armand's  corps,  310. 
Gerry  Elbridge,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 
permitted  to  change  his  vote,  4M. 
to  be  indemnified  lor  goods  shipped 
from  Bilboa,  ML 
Gervais  John  Lewis,  appointed  pay-master  in  S. 

Carolina,  monev  advanced  to,  94,  Qfil 
directed  to  transfer  Uie  balaucem  his 

..  ^'^n^lsjan^l^o  settle  his  accounts,286. 
Gibbons,  heut.  promoted,  329. 

-P*y        subsistence  allowed  to,  268. 
Gibson,  John,  auditor-gen.  reports  on  the  adjust- 
ment of  claims  by,  18, 20,22, 23.  26  29 
34,4^5{L52,80,  84r9^^ 

m  120,  I28;i4^,  i497^m:i5r' 

drafts  lor  money  on,  80,  UBT 
money  advanced  to,  123. 
appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  boaid 

of  treasurv-,  400. 
his  acceptance  notified,  402. 
Giles  Edward,  brevet  major,  594. 
Gill,  Joseph  Lewis,  an  Indian  Chief,  appointed 
major,  44r,  ML  i 
Oilman  Nicholas,  and  John  T.  endorsers  of  new 

bills  of  credit,  466. 
Gimat,  lieut.  col.  honorary  certificate  to  be  given 
to— *^>"  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of,  1 14. 
Girardeau,  T.B.  deputy  commissary  generalof  ia- 
«ues  in  Georgia,  his  resignation  accepted,  1Q4. 
Gist,  M.  nominaied  and  ai>pointed  brig,  gen  180. 
Glover,  brig.  gen.  offers  to  resign  his  commission, 

214. 

a  furlough  granted  to,  214. 
Godfrey,  E.  his  services  dispensed  with,  bllL 
Goodwin,  Thomas,  vs.  Schooner  Fortune,  appeal 

in  the  case  of,  86. 
Gouvion,  mons.  de,  retained  in  service,  172, 173 

*42S 

appointed  col.  by  brevet,690. 
liovernors  or  presidenu  of  States,  when  actinir 

with  continental!  troops,  rank  of,  513. 
Govet,  VViliiam,  appointed  Commissioner  of  the 
chamber  of  accounts,  112^  386. 
.  auditor  of  the  treasMry7^9. 

Grain  and  flour  to  be  secured  for  the  army,  77  78, 
Grasse,  count  de,  thanks  of  Congress  to,  6^.  ' 
Gratuity  to  soldier*  inlisted  to  serve  during  tho 

war,  31£L  * 
Gray  James,  dep.  commissary  gen.  of  issues,  23. 
his  resieTiation,  548,  5^9. 
ordered  to  settle  his  accounts,  548,  5^ 
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Grayaon  Wiiliaaii  commissioner  of  the  board  of 

war  and  ordiiKiice,  1  jQ. 
decUue^i  acct(>t«oce.  lii^ 
again  appointed,  409. 
his  re.-igiintioii  accepled, 
G.  BriUio,  and  the  U .  States  of  America,  pubiica- 
tions  relauve  to,  101, 1^  lHa. 
intelligence  required  concerning  the 
views  and  des  tgni  of  the  court  o?.^3(j. 
wiiliout  the  coust'iit  ul  Frauce,  a  truce 
or  peace  not  to  be  made  with,  181^ 
insidious  rejxjrt  of  a  peace  with,  472. 
Green,  capt.  taken  at  die  Cedars,  excUauge  of, 
authorized,  22(L 
£benexer|  hU  memorial  referred  tu  the 
commauder  tu  thtef,!^ 
allowance  to,  710. 
col.  John,  his  expenses  for  horses,  allow* 
ed,  16, 

Greene  ^athauiei,  quarter-master  general,  mo- 
ne^  advanced  to,  3^  52^  4/^2. 
continued  quarter-mastergeueral^ii^ 


Greene  Nathaniel,  information  given  by  Coo- 
*  e  n  s8  to,  422^ 

refuses  to  act  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment, £02. 
directions  to,  510,  514. 
appointed  to  coumiand  the  soutbers 

army,  634,  ^ML 
his  powers  and  duties,  540,  Ml. 
his  measures  approved  bv  Cun^re<^s, 

651 , 66b', 
his  army  to  be  supplied,  718. 
Greene,  gov.  of  R.  Island,  letter  of  Congress  to, 

m. 

Grey«Hound,  capture  of  the  British  vessel, 

Griuley  col.  Ricnard,  allowance  to,  581. 
Griflin  Cyrus,  a  delegate  from  V  irgiuia,  2^ 

ap|>ointed  a  judge  of  the  court  of 

appea  I  s,  ^L.. 
his  acceptance  notified,  455. 
vs.  sloop  George,  apj>eal  in  the  case  of, 

14a. 

Gun  powder  sent  to  South-Carolina,  IM. 


IL 


Habeas  corpus,  brig,  general  Maxwell  chained 

with  rewi'^iiii^  a  writ  of,  168. 
Ualf-pay  to  ulh«  ers  serving  during  the  war,  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  res}>ecting,  .).>6. 
extended  to  widows  and  orphans  of  de- 
ceased  officer's,  512,  513. 
Hamilton,  Brid-h  lieuten.uit-governor,  imprison- 
ment in  Virginia  of,  iSdL 
John,  settlemetit  of  his  chiim  for  nio- 
nej'  loaned  the  U.  S.  53o,  534. 
Hammond  A.  his  application  referred  to  general 

Washington,  657 . 
Hancock,  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  tlie 
trial  of  the  late  commander  uf  the  sliip,  ^ 
Hancock  Ebenezer,  deputy  j:ay-in;u5ter  ^euei-al, 

monev  advanced  to,  bl,  lliL 
to  taVe  charge  of  tUFniili- 
tar\chest  atFi-ovidence, 
Rhode- Island,  298. 
John,  money  advanced  to,  UL 

allowance  to,  as  late  president 
of  Congress^  157. 
Hand,brifr-  gen.  appointed  adjuiant-i^ea.  563. 
Hanna,  scnooner,  to  be  loaded  with  flour  and 

bar  iron.  ^14. 
Hanson  Juhii,  a  del.  from  Mnryland,  580, 671 . 

elected  president  of  Cougiess,  685. 
Harding  Seth,  commander  of  the  sliip  Confede- 
racy, 6iL 
ordered  to  discharge  seamen  im* 
pressed  by  hiui,  '.il9. 
Harnage,  migor,  his  parole  continued,  IlBi 

his  applicaiion  not  complied 
witli..  m 

Harnett  Cornelius,  a  delegate  from  Nortli-Caro- 

lina,  11,  39,  40,3^ 
money  advanced  to, TUB. 
granted   leave  of  absence^  409. 
Harper  Andrew,  money  paid  to,  420. 
Harrison  Benjamin,  jun.  deputy  pay-master  gen- 
eral,  money  advanced  to,  2^L 
col.  Charles,  his  conduct  apjjroved  by 
Coiigres9,  zjl. 
officers  of  his  regiment  of 
artillery.  2^ 
Hart  John,  cloth  taken  from  his  lulling  mill,  to 

be  paid  for,  374. 
Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  proceedings  of  com- 

miiwiioncrs  assembled  at, 
Hartley  col.  Thomas,  proceedings  relative  to  hie 

regiment,  158. 
his  re&jgnaiion  accepted,  200. 


llM  vie  John,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  2^ 
Harwood  Thomas  and  Benjamin,  endorsers  of 

new  bills  of  credit,  474. 
Havvke,  ap|)eals  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  and 

scUoonei  ,  87^ 
Hawker  James,  paroled,  34,  118. 

application  in  hlsljelialf,  refused,  iaQ 
Hawkins  Beuj.  a  del.  from       Carolina,  674. 

granted  leave  of  ab^nce.lS 
Haynes  col.  Isaac,  cruelly  treated  by  the  eocmv 

m 

Haynes  col.  Ijiaac,  information  and  proceedings 

ol  Congress  relative  to,  665,  668. 
Hazard  LiHinezer,  appointed  {>ost-niaster  gene- 

ral,  llfi. 

Hazco,  colonel  Moses^  his  regiment  continiAni 
on  Its  establishment,  134,  5^ 
allowed  depreciation  and  ar- 
rears  of  pay,  613,  643. 
money  advanced  to,  615. 
ap|x>inted  brig,  general,  641 
Heath,  maj.  gen.  directions  of  Congress  to,  ^ 

81,  1 18,  665,  feil 
expenses  of  (its  ta&le  allowed,  265 
appointed  a  couiniissiouer  of  the 

board  of  war,  310. 
application  relative  to  his  rank,  aaij 

duties  of  the  office,  from,  320. 
declines  acceptance,  330. 
Hele  Christopher,  released  from  confiaemeot, 

aud  paroled, 
his  application  rejected,  41L 
Henderson  Alex,  his  resignation  accepted,  Jli^ 
Thomas,  a  del.  from  N.  Jersey,  4fr4 
Joseph,  an  endorser  of  new  bids  oi 
credit,  474. 
Henry  James,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  450. 

John,  a  delegate  from  Marjiand,  iy7,4Tl. 
granted  leave  of  absenc«',  334. 
Hcwcsand  Smith,  money  ad\-anced  to.  lOQ. 
J.  a  delegate  from  North -Caro Una, 
his  death  and  funeral,  3C7. 
Hides,  regulation  of  the  department  of  commi>- 
sai  y  of,  .T28. 

Highlands  of  New-York,  report  concerning  the 

loss  of  ports  in  the,  22^ 
payment  ordered  for  provisioa^ 
and  forage  in  the.  }'}3. 
HiUiirc,  fieur  de  St.  vice-consul  for  die  port  of 

Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  311. 
Hill  Whitmill,  a  delegate  from  North -r*aroltPa, 

39,  40,  KrkioS 
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Hlllylient.  colonel, reasons  approved  for  not  con> 

sentiit^  to  the  exchange  of,  fiOfi- 
Hillegas  Michael,  directed  to  deliver  check- 
books of  loan-office  certificates,  74. 
apiioiuied  treasurer  of  the  United 

States,  ITTj  ;>8(i,  G('>\). 
money  advanced  to,  lliL 
Hiltzheimer  Jacob,  to  provide  for  horses  be- 
longing to  members  of  Congress,  375. 
allowance  to,  516. 
Hinchinbroke,  appeal  iu  the  case  of  the  aimed 
brig,  2a. 

Hitchcock,  rev.  Enos,  appointed  brigade  chap- 
lain, >iL 

•  Hite,  lieut.  Joseph,  his  resignation  accepted, 
Hoaglaudt  Ol^ev,  agent  for  prizes  in  N.  Jersey, 

Hodgdon  Samuel,  deputy  commissaiy-gcneral  of 

military  store's,  433. 
to  pay  for  cast  siiot  aud  shells, 

r»23. 

money  advanced  to,  fi27, 
appointed  conmii-ssary-general 
of  military  stores,  G^. 
and  Brown,  their  application,  how 
disposed  of,  oO^  2L. 
Hoffner  George,  his  resignation  accepted, 
.  Hogan,  col.  his  reginieiu  of  N  Carolina  troops 
to  he  furnished  clothing,  173. 
promoted,  180. 
.  Holker,  Mr.  agent  of  the  marine  of  France, 
proceed in^js   of   Congress  re- 
specting, 334. 
provisions  to  be  furnished  to,  ML 
sieur,  consul-gene ifal  of  France,  <>(>>>■ 
Hollingswortii  lieury,  deputy  quarter-master 
^  general,  suf:pended  from 

office,  49a. 
proceedings  relative  to  a 
forged  voucher  of,  50.5, 
MM,  .508,  SS. 

Hommedieu  Ezra  L',  a  del.  from  M.  Vork,  406. 

Houeyman,  lieut.  of  marines,  granted  leave  of 
absence,  147. 

Houper  John,  charged  witli  robbeiy,  how  dis- 
posed of,  S*L 

Hopkins  James,  conditional  transfer  of  claims 
to.  34.^. 

Hopkinson  Francis,  payment  of  his  account  for 

prrpnring  an  index  to  the 

journals  ol'  Congress,  tiL. 
his  salary  as  treasurer  of 

loans  increased,  174. 
excused  from  counting  and 

destroying  bills  of  credit, 

fil3. 

exhibits  charges  against  the 
board  of  trea'ry,  6I8,r>ll). 
^      ^  his  res^nation  accepted, 

and  office  abolished,  (>jO. 
Hopper  John,  application  for  his  relief,  4-(j2. 
Horse-racing,  gaming,  he.  measures  taken  by 

Congress  to  suppress,  8iL 
Horses  killed  in  battle,  allowance  for,  16^  421, 

505,551: 

belonging  to  officers,  not  to  be  kept  with- 
in forty  miles  of  tlie  main  army,  ^ 

for  col* Baylor's  regiment,  inquit7  into 
the  expediency  of  purchasing,  294. 

to  be  delivered  to  col.  Armund's  legiona- 
ry corps,  422. 

not  wanted  for  public  use  to  be  removed, 

54  (3.  ML 

returns  to  be  made  of,  546,  547. 
Hoskins  Wm.  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of 

Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  24^  245. 
Hosmer  Titus,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut, 

155,  m. 


Husmer  Titus,  obtaint^  leave  of  abskcnce,  aiL 

ap|)ointcd  a  judge  of  the  court 

of  apiieals,  427. 
his  acceptance  notified,  45&. 
his  decease  stated,  51iL 
Hospital  in  the  eastern  department,  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  the,  1!L 
in  Ph  iladelphia ,  application  for  payment 
for  the  use  of  a  house  occupied  as  an, 

140. 

clothing  and  subsistence  allowed  to 

officers  in  each  military,  (121 . 
staff  officers,  allowanee  to,  397,  562* 
and  medical  stafl',  clothing  to  be  fur- 
nished the  officers  of  the,  449. 
in  and  near  Philadelphia  to  be  re- 
moved, 428. 
department,  new  regulations  for  the, 
fi2fi  to  5.^1 ,599.()00,70 1,707,708,709. 
com pe n sation  to  oftiee  rs  in  t lie  ,.330,531 . 
appointment  of  officers,  534.  535. 
oath  to  be  taken,  .5-10. 
in  Virginia,  estahlislmient  of  a,  £72. 
officers  of  the,  618. 

purveyor  of  the,  money  advanced  to  the, 

63L 

depreciation  of  pay  allowed  to  officers 

in  (he,  fiSfL 
physicians  and  surgeons,  vacancietr, 
how  filled.  669.  ggL 
Hotchkiss  Susannah,  proceedings  on  an  applica- 
tion in  behalf  of,  3£iL 
Household  of  the  president  of  Congress,  provi- 
sion made  for  the,  594. 
Houghkirk,  lieut.  John,  his  resignation  accepted, 

Houston,  governor  of  Georgia,  private  letter  of 
Henry  Laurens  to,  274,  27fi. 
proceedings  on,  276,  277,  223. 
"Wm.  Ciiurchill,  a  delegate  from  N. 
Jersey,  320^  404. 
apjiointed  com{)troller  of 

the  treasur)',  £Z2. 
declines  acceptance,  675, 
Howard,  lieut.  colonel,  a  silver  medal  voted  by 

Congress  to,  594. 
Howe,  maj.  gen.  Robert,  ordered  to  head-quar- 
ters, 68. 
money  advanced  to,  127,139,164. 
hisaccounlsto  he  examined, 270. 
inquiry  into  his  conduct, 664,686. 
acquitted  of-  charges  exhibited 
aj^'ain^t  him,  714^  719,  7'iO. 
Howell  Joseph,  aud.  of  army  accounts,  263,  2SjL 
directed  to  open  his  office  in 
Philadelphia,  513. 
Howley  Richard,  a  delegate  iVom  Georgia,  47.'i. 
Huger'ifsaac,  brigadier-general,  170,  IfflL 
Hughes  Daniel  and  Samuel,  allowance  to,  25. 
Humphreys,  colonel,  aid-de-canip  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington, returns  delivered 
by, 

an  elegant  sword  ordered 
to  be  presented  to,  686. 
Hunter,  rev.  Andrew,  brigade  chaplain,  4. 
Huntington  Benj.  a  uelegate  from  Connecticut, 

Samuel,   do.   do.     155,  1.^,  ^81. 
elected  president  of  Con- 

gress,  368. 
resigns,  642. 

thanks  of  Congress  to,  GAA. 
Hnrric  W.  door-keeper  of  Congress,  allowance 

to,  Vn,  369i  415,  5QL 
Hurt,  reverend  John,  brigade  chaplain,  25^  37. 
Hutchins  Thomas,  appointed  geographer  to  the 

southern  army,  617. 
his  acceptance  notifiedj  644. 
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Impost  dutie«,  acts  of  states  and  proceedings  of ' 
Congress  respecting,  672^  573^  574,  675^  600, 
,  W^eU,  646,  674. 

lodependence,  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of, 

313.  641. 

order  for  publi^ing  the  deciara« 

tioo  of,  559. 

Index  to  the  journals  of  Oongre^i  payment  made 
for  preparing  an,  61. 

Indiana,  Ilfinois,  and  Wabash  land  companies, 
proceedings  respecting  the,  3v9i  360,  676, 677, 


68L 

Indiaa  affairs,  a  new  committee  appointed  for, 

instructions  to  the  commission- 
era  for,  277,287,  434,  672. 
Indian  bo3rs  at  Princeton  college,  New-Jersey, 
to  be  supported  and  educated,  SCfZ,  6^ 
tribes,  conditions  on  which  peace  is  to  be 
made  with,  'P)2,403. 
Indians,  treaty  at  Pittsburg  made  with,  aL 

treaty  of  peace  with  the  Cherokee  and 
Chickasaw,  6S-i. 
Infantnr  of  the  U.  States,  system  of  regulations 

for  the,  237. 
Infractions  of  the  laws  of  nations,  penalties  to 

be  inflicted  for,filLL 
IngersollJared,  a  del.  from  Pennsyl^^nia,'4^. 

Sitmue!,  k.c.  vs.  schr.  Lovely  Clancy, 
appeal  in  the  case  of,  1^2. 
Inglis  Samuel,  to  give  bond  for  the  payment  of 

Bills  of  exchange.  606. 
Iniunctioiis  of  secrecy,  19,  20,63. 
Inland  trade  between  the  severai  states,  proceed- 
ings respecting  the,  364. 
Inspecting  and  musttTing  department,  new  regU' 

latioo«  established  for  the,  522  to  m5. 
Inspector*general  of  the  army,  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  the  office  of,  1. 
his  appointment  authorized, 
202  ,  525. 

his  rank,  pay,  and  duties, 
202^203,  21i4. 

of  cattle  authorized,  40. 
Inspectors,  allowance  to  oflicers  serving  as  sub 
and  brigade,  3^  52^  5^3. 
of  the  army  to  muster  the  troops,  422. 
department,  plan  for  conducting  the, 

711,712. 

loatructious  of  Congress  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  France,  98, 

ilSL 

to  the  commissioners  of 
loans.  80,  129^  175, 
611. 

to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference with  general 
Washington,  447, 411L 


Instnictiiina  of  Congress  to  commanders  of  pri- 
vate aimed  ves-'els, 
453. 4o4,5dO,W«b09. 
from  Marvland  to  delegates  in  Con- 
grcss,  2'81,2a2,  283. 
Intelligence^  committee  ot,  references  and  di- 
rections to  the,  4o,  58,  90, 
93,  101,  108,  a29,"I7or^ 
5j8.  679. 

of  the  enemy's  6eet,measu;'es  takf d 
to  «btaju,  47j. 

of  the  views  and  designs  of  Euro- 
pean courts  to  be  comnioDicauid, 

of  the  movements  of  the  Biiiish 
fleet  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  274, 

of  the  French  fleet  required,  4laL 
Interest  on  loan-office  certificates  to  be  paid,  74, 

473,  474,  dOu,  aiU,  m 
a  table  to  be  prepared  toi  ibe  pasiueot 

of,  334,  414. 
aUoweu  un  bills  drawn  by  maj.  general 

Lincoln,  41fL 
on  new  bills  of  credit,  443,  444,  CSS, 

not  to  be  alloMed 
in  certain  caiits, 
fiOh 

Internal  police  of  states  not  to  be  controlled  by 

Congress,  ^1^ 
Interpteter  of  the  French  and  Spaoisb  lan- 
guages, ofiicc  ot,  aboiibhed,  ii.i7.  • 
Intrusion  on  Indian  lands,  proceedings  respect- 


ing, 


ML 


luvaJiU  corps,  surgeon  of  the,  fiS4. 

to  compose  part  oi  the  garrison  at 
West-Point,  632. 
Invalids  not  to  be  stationed  in  Connecticot,  a95 
Invoice  of  merchandise  shipped  on  board  the 

schooner  Tabby, 127. 
Irwiu   iVlatthew,   deputy  commissary-general, 
money  advanced  to,  ^ 
col.  Wm.  nomiuated  and  appointed  brig 
general,  22^ 
his  rank  to  be  settled  by  gea. 

Washington,  4SL 
to  take  c<»mmand  of  the  garri* 

son  at  Pittsburg,  tiii3. 
authorized  to  call  out  militi'i 

6^ 

Isaacs,  col.  money  advanced  tO|  6.52. 
Isnard,  major  des,  his  application  refused, 
Izard  Ralph,  proceedings  of  Congress  respect- 
ing, 257,  259,:281,  m 
allowance  to,  b06,  hUL 


J. 


Jackson  David,  hospital  surgeon,  his  resignation 

accepted, 

Jason,  vessel,  ordered  to  be  purchased,  262. 
Jay  John,  a  ae legate  from  New-York,  147,  148. 

elected  president  of  C-ongrel^s,  lAL 
his  draft  of  a  circular  letter  from  Con- 

gress,  350^3^  to  35a. 
appointed  minister  pleni|K)tentiary  of 

tlie  United  Stales  to  Spain,  368. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  370,  371. 
his  letter  relative  to  Henry  B.  JLhiog- 

stoD, 


Jay  John,  bills  of  exchange  drawn  08,398,404, 

449,  iol,  M 

information  relative  to  public  lei(tr», 
written  as  president  of  Congreu, 
by,  509. 

instructions  to,  526,  674.  " 
Sir  James,  his  application  not  compile* 
with,  5DQ. 

Jefferson  Thomas,  governor  of  Virginia,  inform- 
ation given  to,  410 
,        his  measures  approved  by  Con- 
gress, 474^  475,  ^ 
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Jefferson  Thomas,  information  relative  to  col. 

Davies,  givea  to,  &12^ 
Jenifer  Daniel,  of  St.  Thomas,  a  deleffate  from 

Maryland,  127,  263.  §59,  462. 

617. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  315, 
Jenks  Charles,  vs.  sloop  Fanny,  appeal  in  the 
case  of,  24* 
Tliomas,  cloth  taken  from  his  falling  mill, 
to  be  paid  for,  374. 
Jewell  Robert,  and  his  asaistants,  allowance  to, 

217,419.501. 

lits  death.  58L 

Elijah  Weed  appoiated  in  the 
room  of.  iifil . 
John  &  Sallv,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  schr.  ^ 
Johnson,  coionpl,  his  accounts  to  be  settled,  270. 

Joshui,  commissioner  to  examine  ac- 
counts of  agents  in  Europe,  2fi2< 
governor  Thomas,  his  information  rela- 
tive to  the  British  fleet,  274,  i275. 
Samuel,  a  delegate  from  North-Caro- 
lina, SiiS. 
elected  president  of  Congress, 

declines  llie  office,  fi44. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  fi^)4. 
Dr.  to  dio  the  duw  of  deputy  purveyor  in 
the  southern  department,  678. 
Johnston  James,  auditor  oi  army  accounts,  42, 

;m. 

bis  acceptance  notified,  53. 
Isaiah,  money  advanced  to,  139. 
Johnstone  George,  British  commissioner,  decla- 
ration of  Congress  respecting,  13^  14. 
Jones  Alien,  a  oclorrate  from  N.  Carolina,  409. 
Capt.  Gihbs,  of  the  artillery,  his  resigna- 
tion accepted,  449. 
Joseph,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  451 ,  STL 
Willie,  a  delegate  from  N.  Carolina,  470. 
John  Paul,  motion  postponed  relative  to, 


Jones,  John  Paul,distinguished  for  hip  bmver>'  as 

a  naval  officer,  581,  5Sa. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  GIO,  fill. 
Thomas,  and  others,  tiieir  application  re- 
ferred to  Pennsylvania,  497. 
John  Coffin,  ordered  to  be  paid  for  cloth- 
ing furnished  the  army,  561 . 
Noble  iVimberly,  a  delegate  from  Geor- 
gia, 622. 

Joumak of  Congress,  payment  of  an  account  for 

an  index  prepared  for 
the,  fiL 
dispo^tion  of  copies  of  the, 

m. 

to  be  printed  and  distri- 
buted veeekly,  SSfi. 

representation  of  Mr.  Lau- 
rens, entered  on  the,  276, 

m 

representation  of  Mr.  M. 
Smith,  not  pernutted  to 
be  entered  on  the,  276, 

S3: 

of  a  preceding  day,  open 
for  correction,  287. 
•  treaties  with  France,  en- 

tered on  the,  4TZ  to  iSL 
furnished  to  the  con)mand- 
cr  in  chief,  &c.  651. 
Judge-advocate  for  the  troops  io  Geoi^ia,  ap- 
pointment of  a  deputy,  122. 
Judge-advocates,  allowance  for  subsistence  to, 

foir  depreciation  of 
pay,fi2a. 

Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  authorized  and 

appointed,  425, 

427,  mi 

their  oath  of  office  ,  459. 
Jurisdiction  and  right  of  soil  of  western  territory 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  ^  to 


K. 


Kalb,  baron  de,  monument  to  the  memory  of,  536. 
Keaii  Roc;er,  and  others,  vs.  Patrick  Mabon,  ap- 
peal in  the  case  of,  6fi3- 
Keuuetly  David,  money  advanced  to,  l6. 

George,  bis  claim  considered,  163, 164. 
Kf'nnon  William,  money  advanced  to,  112. 
King's  Mouutaio,  in  N.  Carolina,  successful  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  at, 

.547. 

prisoners  of  war  taken  at,  to  be 
secured,  549. 
Kinloch  Francis,  a  delegate  from  S.Carolina, 

445. 


Kirkbride  Joseph,  conditionally  appointed  to  en- 
dorse bills  of  credit,  nOfi. 
Kirkland,  Rev.  Mr.  appointed  chaplain,  876. 
Klein,  major,  promoted,  43^  ^ 


Klein,  major,  permitted  to  retire  firom  service, 

am. 

Knoblauch,  col.  report  on  his  memorial,  10^  Ifi. 

allowance  to,  as  a  volunteer,  16^ 
for  rations  and  forage, 

money  advanced  to,  344,  MQ. 
permitted  to  return  to  Europe, 

m 

Knoulton  Luke,  notified  to  attend  Congress,  52£L 
Knox  James,  his  application  decided  on,  35^  lifi. 
lieutenant,  promoted,  329. 

pay  and  subsistence  allowed  to,  368. 
Henry,  brigadier-general,  proceedings  re- 
lative to,  689,  HQ. 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  mi^or- 
general,  122. 


L, 


Iiaboratory  at  Springfield,  Mass.  regulations  for 
the.  65L 

La  Clause,  lieut.  appointed  captain  by  brevet, 

and  permitted  to  return  to  Europe,  498. 
Lamb,  col.  John,  proceedings  respecting,  llfL 
La  Motte,  Mons.  money  advanced  to,  426. 

referred  to  Massachusetts,  42fL 
Landais,  capt.  Peter,  allowance  to,  221,  22L 
Langdon  Woodbury,  a  delegate  from  W.  Hamp- 
shire, 548. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  392. 


Land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  and 

France,  plan  of  operations  for  the,  503. 
Lands,  proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to  the 

disposition  of,  93, 94. 
Virginia  to  suspendtiie  sale,  grant,  &c.  of 

unappropriated,  383,  .384,  385. 
general  officers  allowed  their  proportion 

of,  m 

ceded  and  unappropriated,  how  disposed 
of,S3^ 
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Lansing  John  G.  conditionally  appointed  to  cn- 

doFAe  new  bills  of  credit,  ML 
Lark,  aprvf^al  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  112L 
I«aureo&  Henry,  money  advanced  to,  lllfi^ 

rcsif^nshis  office  as  president  of 

Congress,  IML 
vote  ot  tlianks  to, 
his  arknowledzments,  1^ 
allowance  made  to,  157. 
his  intbrniation  to  Congress, 
179, 180,  1  HI,  m,  187. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  liifL 
called  on  to  ^ive  in  form  ut  ion 
•  relative  to  his  letter  to  Gov. 

Houston,  274,  22£. 
his  reply  ordered  to  be  entered 
on  the  journals  of  Congrp$;s, 

m 

bills  of  exchangee  drawn  on, 
398,  404,  488,  531. 
to  pay  a  balance  due  to  Kalph 
Ixard,5L!tL 

•  made  prisoner  on  his  passage 

to  Europe,  and  roinaiitted  to 
the  tower  ot  London,  557. 
mei*sures  taken  by  Congress 

for  the  exchange  of,  63?. 
General  Burgp^nc  offered  in 
exchange  for,  633,  659. 
John,  honoured  by  Congress,  115. 
ap|)ointed  licut.  colonel,  ll.'i. 
declines  the  appointment,  11.5. 
commission  of  lieutenant  colonel 

granted  to,  2^ 
dis|MJsition  of  arms,  &.c.  shipped 

from  Europe  by,  6t2. 
his  contluct  approved  by  Con- 
gress, and  permitted  to  join  the 
army,  tit*3. 

Lawrence  John,  judge -advocate,  allowance  to, 

54fi. 

commissioner  of  loans  in  Con- 
necticut, his  resignation  ac* 
cepted, 

and  Roderick,  endorsers  of  new 
bills  of  credit,  WA. 
Thomas,  his  memorial  i ejected, 
Law,  Mr.  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  fi78. 
Laws  of  the  several  states,  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress relative  to,  Ij  444. 
Lawson  Robert,  money  advanced  to,  1.5. 
Leaden  spouts  taken  in  the  year  1777,  return  to 
be  made  of  the  valuation  and  appraisement  of, 

659. 

Leather  authorized  to  be  purchased  in  Soutli- 

Carolina,381L 
L'Eclise  Dormmcjue,  allowance  to,  ^  U)l. 
Lec  Arthur,  proceedings  of  Congress  respecting, 

265, 26f,,  m%  miL 

permitted  to  return  to  the  United 

States,  til  ft. 
to  be  charged  with  money  paid  him 

by  John  Bradford, 
recnl  of,  not  intended  to  censure 

his  character  or  conduct,  .").';3. 
allowance  to  his  secrei.iry,  o.")3. 
commencement  and  terDiination  of 

his  salary.  5.56. 
-  balance  of  his  salary  ordered  to  be 

paid,  fiaiL 
a  Qflcgale  fr6m  Virginia, 
Lee  Charles,  maj.  ^en.  proceetlings  of  a  court- 
marl  lul  on  the  trial  of,  22i 
evidence  transmitted  by,  not  read, 

and  returned  to,  4^. 
further  proceedings  relative  to,  96, 

100,  407,  m. 


Lee  Charles,  sentence   of   the  conrt-mnrtia! 

against,  coofirmed  by  Congres;, 

144.  m,  lii 

applies  for  extracts  ol"  proceedings 
relative  to  bis  trial,  1^ 
to  be  furnished  by  the  secre- 
tary of  Congress,  llli. 

unsealed  fetters  sent  to,  20'). 

his  explanation  satisfactory,  213. 

his  negociation  of  bills  lo  ^eMf- 
York,  disapproved.  Hi 

applies  for  a  hearins:,  249. 

dismissed  from  hm  command  in  the 
army,  421. 

Lee  Charles,  appointed  secretary  to  the  board  of 
ircusuiy,  4-1  (i. 
major  Henry,  money  advanced  to,  IL 

new  arrangement  of  his  parti- 
san corps,  2^ 
thanks  of  Congress  to, 
a  gold  medal  voted  to.ML 
entrusted  with  mooey  fur  tiie 

use  of  his  legion,  SiL 
authorized   to    increase  his 

corps,  434. 
his  legion  ordered  to  join  the 

southern  army,  467, 541. 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieut 
colonel,  54s5. 
Richard  Henry,  a  delegate  from  Virginia, 


granted  leave  of  absen 


re, 


m 

Francis  Ligbtfoot,  a  delegate  from  Virginia, 

2j.  117. 

Thomas,  ordered  to  be  paid  forclothiog  fur- 

nishea  the  army,  5fil. 
IVilliam,  charges  exiiibited  against,  257, 259- 
recalled  from  Europe,  SfilL 
balance  due  him,  to  be  paid.G£L 
L'Enfant,  Mons,  capiaiu  ol  engineers,  SiL 
Lesten  Michael  H.  bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  fa- 
vor of,  5\^9. 

L'Etombe  M.  de,  consul  general  of  France,  662, 

6tj-;  ■  '>"'■>• 

Letter,  (circular,)  from  Conqress  to  the  re  ptc- 

tive  states,  l&i,  183,m. 
to  M.  de  Beaumarch«i<i,  12^ 
Letters  to  general  officers,  &c.  free  of  po^tatre, 

417,  Sli 

to  the  board  of  treasury,  free  of  post- 
age, 417^^78. 
Le  Vcrn,  appeal  in  tlie  case  of  the  ship.^^ 
Lewis  Francis,  a  delegate  from  New-iork,  l^^i 

298. 

to  lay  information,  in  writiug, 

before  Congress,  184,  IBi. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  2fi2i 
appointed  a  commissioner  of  tlic 

Doard  of  admiralty, 
his  acceptance  notified,  409. 
his  re8is;nat ion  accepted,  641. 
L'Hommedieu  F.ira,  a  delegate  from  New-York, 

406,  li^ 

Limitation  of  the  prices  of  various  articles,  re- 

commended  by  (Jongrcss,  32iL 
Linch  John  P.dischai^ed  from  confinement, 510. 
Lincoln,  major  general,  to  take  commawl  in  the 

aoullierji  deuartment, 

to  retire  from  his  com- 
mand  in  tlie  southern 
department,  fiS,  2^ 
'  money  advanrecTu).  Ll^i 
requested  to  re iiuuiehi* 
command,  33d. 
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Liucolu,  major-general,  to  cause  a  court  of  in- 
quiry to  be  held  on 
briff.  gen.  Scott,  SSU. 
lo  reduce  the  corps  late- 
ly comuiaudcd  by 
count  Pulaski, 
his  biilii  to  be  accepteil 
and  pHid,^l45,i7.j..3V)!J. 
interest  lo  be  p.iiu  on, 


p. 
47(k 


-  ■    •  appointed  secreiary  at 

■  :  .    •  '.  war,  68iL 

his  acceptance  notified, 
(See  Secretary  at 

H'ar) 

Livermore  Samuel,  a  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, 4ay^  tUT^  IM. 
Liviiig!>luu  A.  continental  agent,  a  bill  drawn 
by  him,  to  ite  paid,  LL 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  111. 
lieut.  Henry  P.  promotrd,  1  ^j. 
col.  Henry  ti.  ofiera  to  resign  his  com- 
'  ,  .  mission,  1.30. 

\  ■'  his  resigu;\tioa  acccpt- 

.  ed,  IflSL 

'  leave  of  absence  grant- 

en  to,  57G. 
a  delegate  from  New- 
York,  3\n,  439. 
appointed  secretary  for 

foreign  aflairs,  \jfLL. 
his  acceptance  notified, 


Robert  R 


■  Musco,  hi^  letter  and  certificate  re 

turned, 

Wiiiwiu,  governor  of  New-Jersey, 
;  •         instructions  of  Congress 

■        •••      to,  liL 

his  conduct  approved  by 
;  ,        ^        Congress,  38^. 
of  twenty  millions  ol'  iioliur:>,  authorized. 

195,306,316. 
pliin  tor  aegociitting  a  foreign,  29^,  29iL 
for  Jlie  r<jlief  of  distressed  cuizfjiis  of  South 
Car.  anU  Ueyrtjia,  auduirized,  649,  650. 
o0i(e'  ccrtificateii,  r^jsolution  of  Congress 
•vT    'I  respeclinw,  23. 

'    *  interest  to  be  paid  on, 

74,  248,  473. 


contmentaT bills  only  to 
be  received  for,  80, 

emissions  of,  263,  451 , 


516.  5b'J,  (ILL 
defaced,   renewal  of. 

378,  456.  497,  0311 
accidentally  deHiroved, 
renewal  of,  378.456. 
497^  630. 


to  be  I&sued  in  payment 
of  lottery  prizes,  383. 


384. 

offices,  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 
be  removed,  501. 
Loans,  commissioners  of,  drafts  for  money  on 

the,  3^  16^  2L  23j 

2G^  32,  49j  74,  93, 

9^  lOT,  HjL  118, 
123,  138,  1^91  TjT^ 
15^  299^462,  560, 
582,627,  623.  b3X 

allowance  tor  paying 
interest,  madeto,  74. 

instructions  to  the, 
90,  129,  175,  316, 
517,  318.  611. 


Loans,  treasurer  of,  his  salai-v  increased,  174. 

allowance  for  bills  of  credit  dcsttoyed, 

made  to  the,  248. 
resi^^^ntition  of  Francis  Hopkinson,6^ 
abolition  of  the  office  of,  650. 
for  money,  by  whom  to  be  managed,  69, 

6251 

Loizeau  Augustin,  his  case  inquired  into,  204. 
Lomagne,  major,  permitted  to  retire  from  public 
service,  671. 
money  advanced  to.  673. 
Long-Island,  in  New-York,  plunder  forbidden  of 
inhabitants  a<ljacent  to,  310,  31L 
commisi^ious  to  be  revokedTor  seiz- 
ure of  goods  on,  655. 
Lotbiuier,  rev.  Lewis,  allowance  to,  for  subsist- 
ence, 343. 
his  account  to  be  adjust- 
ed, 5LL 

Lotter>-,  United  States,  money  advanced  to  the 

managers  of  the,  74, 

75, 

allowance  to  the  man- 
agers of  the,  74,  75, 
113. 

drawing  of  the  second 
class  of  die,  160. 

interest  to  be  paid  on 
prizes  drawn  in  the 
third  class.  ^^48. 

third  class  of  the,  when 
to  be  drawn,  383,  428. 

429. 

prizes  only  to  be  drawn, 

333,428,429. 
payment  for  prizes  in  tlie 
second    class,  how 
made,  383.  3R4. 
drawing  of  tiie  fourth 
class  ordered,  574. 
Loumov,  Mons.  retain^'d  in  service, 172, 173,  424. 
Love  ileury,  procee<Iings  of  a  court-martial  in 
the  ca  e  o^V  20. 
pardoned  by  Congress,  SL 
Lovely  Nancy,  appeal  in  the  case  oi  the  schoon- 
er^ m  ^ 
Ludiman,  lieut.  his  resignation  accepted,  451. 

money  advanced  to,  451 . 
Ludwick  Christopher,  superiutendeut  of  bakers, 

allowance  to,  578,  579. 
Luken<(,  major  Charles,  his  services  dispensed 
with,  51  J. 

Luzerne,  chevalier  de  la,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary  from  France, 

his  public  audience, 
390.  392,393,  394, 
395- 

,      credentials  produc- 
ed, 323. 
address  to  Congress, 
293,324. 
repl)r  to,  394,  395. 
communications  from, 
and  proceedings  on, 
408.  411.  418.  424. 

4577  Mr,  ^ 

464,  469,  501, 

550,  619,  649,  6^ 
657,  662,  664,  6^ 
678,  679,  ITT/IMT 
rat  ideation  of  the  arti- 
cles of  con  federation 
announced  to  581 
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Machias,  in  Massachusetts,  a  military  post  au' 
thorizod  at.  078. 

Biacpberson  lieutenant  William,  proposed  as  de- 
puty  commbsary>general  of  mus- 
ters, 24(L 

*         brevet-major,  ordered  to  join  the 
southern  army,  360. 
Madison  JameS)  jun.  a  delegate  from  Virginia, 

Macazine  at  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  return 

o?  stores  in  the,  1 16. 
Magazines  of  provisions  to  be  established,  53, 

142.  143, 

Mahon  Patrick,  and  others,  appeal  in  the  ease 
of,  663. 

Majors,  acting  as  brigade -inspectors,  allowance 

to,  aiD. 

Malcolm  col.  William,  referred  to  New-York, 
for  a  settlement  of  hb  claims,  563. 

Malniedy,  col.  Francis  de,  permitted  to  join  the 
southern  army,  22^ 

Managers  of  U.  S.  lottery,  money  advanced  to, 

74, 

allowance  to,  431. 
Manifesto  and  proclamation,  published  by  the 
British  commi^ioncrs,  89^  2Q. 
by  Congress,  107, 108. 
Manly»  late  captuin  of  rhe  ship  Hancock,  pro- 
ceedings of  a  cuurt-martial  on  the  trial  of.  ^ 
Man^fiold,  capt.  his  resignation  accepted.  1 17. 
Marbois  M.  recognized  as  charge  dcs  affaires  of 

France,  520. 
Marcellio  lieut.  de,  granted  leave  of  absence, 

651. 

Marchant  Henry,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island, 

307 

granted  leave  of  absence,  406. 
Marine  agent  authorized,  660. 

his  poWers  and  duties,  660,  661, 


665,  m 

business  of  the  U.  S.  to  be  vested  in 

commissioners,  ^^4. 
committee,  references  and  directions  to 

tl.e,  5,12,  16,24,25,  26j2»,34,48^ 

56,      "^Il^^Li  5^1^ 

103,  112,  125,  12tirT3(T7l3<T7  137,  Uo, 

iw,  im,  131,  tm;  tm,  ttt,  2D8;  zto; 
sn^  "sm;  m,  sz2;  350,  tuz,  364, 37a, 

35ji5HT,  387^m392^2^  

report-i  from  the,  1, 4,  2d,  2Il,  29,  58,66, 
68,  85,  108,  \2SL  1^221.  31 

3-ifi,  348,  s62,3iormrm.wir~^^ 

moiK'v  advanced  to  tlic,  35,  4o,  49,  95, 

108,111,  127,  151, 164. 
authorized  to  employ  a  secretir)",  62^ 
transfer  of  business  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, from  the,  410. 
secretary  of,  authorized,  575,  576. 
Marines  doing  garrison  duty,  allowance  to,  421 . 
Marion  brig,  general,  his  successful  enterprize 

against  the  enemy,  676. 
thanks  of  Congress  to, 

Maritime  causes,  advocates  to  be  appointed  for 

managing,  392. 
Martinsburgh,  in  Virginia,  abuses  in  the  quar* 

ter-ma-ster's  department  at.  427. 
Maryland,  embargo  eluded,  by  transportation  of 
tobacco  from,  54i 
instructions  of  Congress  to  the  gover- 
nor of,  12(L 
delegates  from,  12Z»  462,  431,  576, 

580,  U3r 


Maryland,  proceeding  relative  to  the  articles  of 

coufederauou,  176. 
proceedings  relative  to  the  treaties 

with  France,  176. 
quota  of  eighty  battalions  ol  troopa, 

223,  42g. 

to  supply  Massachusetts  and  BermDda 
with  provisions,  250,  27R. 

objects  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, 282^ 

.quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars, 

to  be  furnished  with  arms,  287. 
to  furnish  Vii^inia  with  provisions, 

311. 

quota  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollan, 

authorised  to  pay  for  flour  and  rice 
purchased  for  the  army,  373,  374. 

commissioners  to  settle  public  ac- 
counts in,  399. 

to  furnish  the  army  with  provisions, 

410. 

quota  of  supplies  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, 435,  436^  432. 

to  furnish  provisions  to  the  agent  of 
the  marine  of  France,  441. 

urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  457. 

to  give  information  relative  to  the 
French  fleet,  464, 

and  the  states  southward  of,  appro- 
priation of  moneys  raised  in,  4^7. 

application  of,  not  complied  with,  5M. 

declaration  of  the  general  assembly 
of,  616^  STL 

urged  to  complete  its  quota  of  troops, 

M7. 

provisions  to  be  stored  in,  517. 
quota  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  paya- 
ble in  provisions  and  specie,  542, 

to  furnish  an  additional  supply  of  pro- 
visions for  the  army,  521. 
quota  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
«  ment  of  the  army,  532,  538. 

ratifies  tlie  articie:*  of  coofederatioD, 

676,  STL 

to  arm  and  equip  two  troops  oTniilitia 

cavalry,  632. 
Mason  rev.  John,  chaplain  to  the  garrisons  on, 
Hudson  river,  110. 
David,  his  services  at  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, dis|)ensed  with,  50£L 
Massachusetts,  money  advanced  to.  6,  15,  63, 
106,  112  284,  4SL 
to  cause  clothing  to  be  made  up 

for  the  army, 
militia  called  into  service,  55. 
to  be  supplied  with  provisions, 

214,  m 

quota  of  eighty  battalions  of 
troopg,  223, 
of  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  284. 
grants  new  powers  to  delegates, 

315. 

line,  new  arrangement  of  the, 

350. 

delegates  from,  aU,  419,  559, 

hi: 

instructions  of  Conj^ress  to,  371. 
monthly  quota  of  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars,  373. 
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Maijsachusetts,  application  of,    not  complied 

quota  of  supplies  for  the  next 
campaign,  435i  436^  ML 

urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  mil- 
lions ol  dollars,  4x57. 

act  of  the  legislatiu-e  of,  461. 

authorized  to  draw  wiar rants  for 
money,  4^)8. 

proceedings  relative  to  a  vessel 
and  cargo  libelled  in  the  ma- 
ritime coui't  uf,  oQd. 

Dot  credited  on  its  quota  for  sup- 
plies furnished  the  Freuch 
army,  515. 

to  furnish  oro visions  for  the  ar- 
my, weekly,  619^  [M. 
'   quota  of  troops  under  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  army,  532, 

quota  of  six  miHtons  of  dollars, 
payable  in  provisions  and  spe- 
cie, 542j  543^ 

quota  of  eighty  thousand  dollars 
in  specie,  563. 

to  pay  officers  of  the  late  mus- 
tering department  in,  675. 
Matlack  Timothy,  a  delegate  from  FeuQsylvania, 

Matthews  col.  Geoive,  money  advanced  to.  132. 

John,  a  delegate  from  South-Caro- 
lina, to  attend  the  board  of 
war,  113. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  122, 

attends,  and  produces  new  cre- 
dentials, 329. 
Mauleon,  Mons.  de,  permitted  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope, IM. 
money  advanced  to,  192. 
Maus  doctor,  directions  of  Congress  to^  554,55.5 . 
Maxwell  brig.  gen.  charsed  witli  resisuag  a  w  rit 

of  habeas  corpus,  168. 
hisresignalion  accepted, 4^£L 
proceediugs  on  a  letter  of, 

M'Call  Jamefl,  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 

account^),  5()1 . 
M'Callister  lient.  promoted,  3g7. 
M'Clene  James,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania, 

216,389,^22. 

M'Comb  Eleaier,  commissioner  of  claims,  330. 

of  tlie  chamber  of  accounts, 

his  resignation  accepted,  449. 
M'Connel!  M.  and  otliers,  their  application  con- 

sideied,  561 . 
M'Douga II  Alcxander,maj .gen. allowance  to ,513, 

a  delegate  from  iSew- 

York,  56fi. 
appointed   secretary  of 

marine,  582. 
not  expected  to  accept 
the  appointment,  604. 
M'Guire,  ensign  Johtt,hi8  resignation  accepted, 

Henry  Jamos,  ap^nted  major,  623. 
M'iutire  Thomas,  appointed  captain,  222. 

oixjered  to  the  western  de- 
f)artment,  222. 
M'Intosh,  brig.  gen.  permitted  to  retire  froal  his 

command  at  Pittsburg,  208. 
ordered    to  bead-quai  tcrs, 

m 
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bis  services  in  the  southern 
army  dispensed  with, 


M'lntosh,  brig.  gen. resolution  ofCousre&s  rela- 
tive to,  repealed,  646,647. 
proceedings  relative  to  a 
V  proposition  for  his  promo- 

tion, 738,  m 

M^Kallister  Alex,  charges  exhibited  against, 264. 

John,  to  be  prosecuted  at  the  ex- 
pense  of  the  United  States,  310. 
M'Kean  Thomas,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  19, 

681,  714,  7IB: 
elected  president  ot  Congress, 

644. 

resigns,  ^78,  679. 
requested  to  act  as  president 
until  the  fii-st  Monday  in 
November,  679. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  fiSfi. 
M'Kinley  J.  late  president  of  Delaware,  for 
Wm.  Fraokhn,  proposed  exchange  of,  12,27.' 
M'Lane  capt.  his  company  attached  to  Lee's 

partizan  corps,  322. 
M' Mullen  Patrick,  proceedings  of  a  court-mar- 
tial iu  the  case  of,  20,  JT. 
decision  of  Congress,  W.  37. 
M'Murdie  rev.  Roljert,  brigade  chaplain,  iES. 
Measam  George,  cummi!>siuuer  of  the  chamber 

of  accounts,  MS. 
Mease  James,  clolhier-general,  monev  advanced 
to,  25,  36^  36^  37, 39,  42,  80,9.3. 
to  make  a  return  ol  the  issueToT 

clothing,  25,26. 
offetH  to  resigu  his  appointment, 

fii. 

to  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of 

liie  U.  S.  563,  .564. 

Medals  voted  by  Congress,  T£>9,  o34),  367. 

Medical  committee,  references  aud  direc.ions  to 

the,  47,85,  113,  118,  146, 
264,-598,  42874727  4737 

wK^m.  — 

repovu  Irom  the,  472,  473, 

60U,  bUW. 

discontinued,  and  their  busi- 
ness referred  to  the  board 
of  war,  626. 
department,  new  regulations  for  the, 
w      .  699,600. 
Medici  Cosmo,  money  advanced  to,  95. 

proceediugs  relative  to,  146, 147. 
Melchior  Isaac,  barrack-master-geueral,  money 
advanced  to,  155. 
directed  to  dismiss  his  deputies. 

232. 

Memorials  to  Congress,  (S«  Petitions.) 
Mercier  John  D.  commissioner  of  claims,  330. 

ofthe  chamber  of 
accounts,  387. 
auditor  of  tlie  treasury,  TliL 
Mercer  James,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  35L 
JMey  Florean  Charles,  money  advancsd  to,  IQIL 
Middtiletou  Henry,  late  presi(<ent  of  Congress' 
allowance  to,  157.  * 
Arthur,  a  delegate  from  South-Caro- 
lina, £Z2. 

Mifflin  Thomas,  late  quarter-master-general,  mo- 
ney advanced  to,  60,  lOfi. 
inquiry  into  his  conduct,  189, 

his  resignation  as  m^or-general 

accepted,  212. 
apjKjintcd  commissioner  to  su- 
perintend the  staff  depart- 
ment*, 127. 
his  attention  to  the  business  en- 
I  trusted  to  him,  approved  by 

Congress,  449 
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Militia  to  serve  as  guards  in  Pbiladelpbia,  requi- 
sition ofCongress  for,  12. 
duty,  wagoners  pxerapied  from, 
requisition  of,  iOhj 

of  Virginia  and  North«Carolina,  called 
into  !»ervice,  4f)7. 
Mililary  commissions,  where  to  be  filled  up  and 


registered,  2: 


hospitals,  clotiiing  and  subsistence, pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  to  officers  in  the, 

381,322. 

stores,  monthly  return  from  the  bounJ 
of  war,  to  be  made  of,  SaL 
field  commissary  of,  his  duties 


and  compensation,  ii^U4, 


S5t 


ordered  to  South-Carolina,  388, 


3aa. 

«      to  be  furnished  to  the  soutlieru 
army ,  4<i7. 
punishment  for  embezzling,  &lc. 

511. 

allowance  to  officers  in  the  de- 

f>artment  of,  507,  665. 
owance  to  tlie  commissary- 
general  of,  571. 
Miller,  rev .  Henry,  his  resignation  accepted,  33&. 
JVlilUgan  JamcSy  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 
accounts,  112^ 
auditor-gcqeral  of  the  treasun', 

38lJ. 


^,  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  fili 

^TTms,  Philip,  money  advanced  to,  104,  105. 
Minister   pl('ni{X)tentiary   from   the    court  of 
France,  5^  53^  56^  iMil 
of  the  U.  STto,  5,  53j  56,  3fiL 

but  one  allav^cd  to  a  fo 

reign  court,  3Q2L 
to  Spain  appointed,  2dfl< 
Mint,  plan  for  the  establishmcut  of*  a,  722. 
Mirailies,  don  Juan  de,  his  representation  con 

sidercd,  28fL 
Mitchell  John,  author ize<l  to  prosecute  a  claim 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  2ha 
Henry,  proceedings  of  Congress  on  a  pe 
tition  of,  5Qa. 
Motttffomery  Hugh,  commissioner  for  destroying 
bills  of  credit.  24a. 
J.  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania, 

554,6^ 

Monument  to  the  memory  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb, 

63fi. 

of  generals  Davidson 
and  Scriven,  fiCS^ 
Moore  Stephen,  his  claim  to  be  paid,  4li 
money  advanced  to,  431. 
Montfort,  count,  major  in  Pulaski's  legion,  his 

resignation  accepted,  142,  15(1 
Morgan  George,  to  lay  up  magazines  of  provi- 
sions, 142. 
money  advanced  to,  101,  143, 
*    '  6321655: 


Dr.  John,  Congress  satisfied  with 
ficial  condnct  of,  307. 
charges  Dr.  William  Shippen, 
with  mal-practices  ana  mis 
conduct  in  office,  3QS. 
•       his  letter  referred  to  general 
Washington,  322. 
col.  Daniel,  ordered  to  join  the  southern 
army,  4<)6. 
promoted  to  the  rank  of 

brigadier  general,  535. 
information  of  a  signal  vie 
tory  obtained  by,  S7fi< 


Morgan,  col.  Daniel,  thanks  of  Congress  lo, 

gold  metial  voted  to,  5i>4. 
Morning  Star,  prosecution  against  the  command- 
er of  the  private  sloop  of  war^  717,  718- 
Morris  Govemeur,  a  delegate  Ironj  ^ew-York, 

128,  371. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  343. 
major,  promoted,  30. 
Robert,  charges  relative  to*  commercial 

transactions  exhibited  against, 

180,  UiL 

proceedings  of  Congress  rela- 
tive to,  186,         197^  1^ 

    122. 

honorably  acquitted,  2(ML 
appointed  superintendent  of 

finance,  580. 
Dot  required  to  dissolve  bis 
commercial  connections, 
597,  .598. 

empowered  to  a^^int  and  re- 
move his  assistants,  593, 
613,  ST 

empowered  to  appoint  persons 
to  defend  him  in  his  official 
^  capacity,  615,  616. 

form  of  his  commission,  and 
oath  of  office,  filiS^ 
his  acceptance  notified, 61T 
(See  SuperirUauUnt  of  fitumce  ) 
Thomas,  commercial  agent,  his  book& 
and  papers  to  be  delivered  up,  44* 
Mordret  Pierre,  report  on  his  memorial,  21L 
Morton  Perez,  authorized  to  prosecute  tiie  com- 
mander of  the  sloop  Mo  I  nine  Star,  ILL 
Moselv  David,  money  advanced  to,  42j  132. 
Moss  iohn,  money  advanced  to,  361L 

Mr.  a  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  491. 
Multrie,  brig.  gen.  his  defence  of  fort  Sullivan, 

representation  respecting, 
248,  24iL 

appointed  commander  of  the 
southern  army,  pro  tempore. 
directions  of  Congress  to, 

603,  SCL 

proceedings  on  a  proposition 
for  the  promotion  of,  73?t 

738,  m 

Monry,  Mr.  a  dele^te  from  Rhode-Island,  646. 
Moylan  John,  appointed  clothier-general,  till. 
Muhlenberg  Frederick  A.  a  delegate  from  Penn- 
sylvania, 216^  m 
Peter,  brig.  gen.  his  rank  how  de- 
cided, lls. 
Mullens,  major,  report  on  the  case  of,  43. 

his  account  revised  by  the  board 
of  treasury,  ML 
Mumford,  Nathaniel,  commissioner  of  the  cham- 
ber of  accounts,  SSuL 
his   acceptance  notified, 

429. 

Murray  Alexander,  lieot.  in  the  navy,  648. 

James,  charged  with  robbery,  how  dis- 
posed of,  ^ 
William,  permitted  to  export  provisions 
to  Bermuda,  515. 
Murphy  Daniel  us.  sloop  Hawke,  appeal  in  the 
case  of,  8!L 

Muskets,  rampart,  to  be  sent  to  Virginia  and 

North-Carolina,  61£> 
Mustering  department  discontinued,  422. 

new  regulations  estab- 
lishedfor  the  inspect- 
ing, and,  522  to  ^ 


INDEX. 


N 


If  aples,  copy  of  r  letter  from  the  ambassador  to 

France,  of,  210. 


proceedings  OD,  illL 
Naval  affairs,  plan  authorized  for  conductine 
the,  m 

officers  and  men,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or 

money  equivalent,  487,  488. 
serving  on  board  oi  different  ves- 
sels, allowance  to,  504. 
I^avy  board  in  the  eastern  departmeni,  allowance 
to  the,  4^322. 
in  the  middle  district,  members  of 

the,  appointed,  26^  11:3. 
salaries  ot,  108^  109, 
secrctaiy  to  the,  appointed,  230. 
stile  chan^d  to  clerk  and  paymaster 

429 


officers,  not  in  actual  service,  their  pay  to 
cease,  427. 
form  of  a  commi8«!ion  for,  450. 
prisoners  of  war  ia  INcw-York,  supplies 
to  be  furnished  to«  535. 
Nepntive,  questions  determined  in  the,  2,  5,  14, 
In,  18,  20,  21  38>  41,  46,  48,  51.  57758,  gS, 
Ml  92, TO,  111702,^171^ 

'  i58,~rG07ltrr7iw,  TTo,  ru,  m,  ns,  i8i, 


gH,         m  1^  253,  ^  232,  m, 

Sdg.  mr,m^m]^  2^  ^  m  ^  ^ 


^uty,  ^1)/,  jc.iif,  itin,  :fe<y,  ZttU,  Zdtij 

311,  3T^  3iii,  335,  M>j  3^  ^,3^3:  3?g: 
.  379i         W,  403,  4{|9,  4T!T,  573,  WT.  5W, 

WD,  Jm,  mr,  mi,  (m-jm:  uw.  ot,  wr, 

649,  bH,  (>72,  SST,  ggT,  T^SIT,  m,  7(H,  m 

^7^7327     *  ^  ' 

Neilson  John,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  1 12, 

115,  im: 

r^elson  Thomas,  and  his  volunteer  corp«>  ofca- 
,  valry,  arrive  at  Philadelphia, 

IL 

thanks  of  Contp^ss  to,  LL 
a  delegate  fi-om  Virginia,  2£B. 
Nesbitt  John  M.  agent  for  prizes,  his  services 

dispensed  witli,  510. 
Nesiiiith  John,  money  advanced  to,  572. 
r»ic'ufvi lie,  John  de,  and  Son,  bills  of  exchange 
■  drawn  in  favour  of,  557. 
Neuville,  chevalier  de,  brevet  brig,  general, 
r  honorary  reriificate,  and 

permission  to  return  to 
France,  given  to,  145, 
376,  m 

Neville,  Mr.  brevet  lieutenant  colonel,  ESI 

major  Noirmont,  his  application  for  pro- 
motion refused,  196. 
appoiiued  brevet  lieut.  col.  377. 
permitted  to  return  to  France,  198,  376, 

.  .  ^     :  m^ms: 

to  join  the  southern  army,  242- 
Ncvin,  Mr.  captain  of  engineers,  43fi. 
Jfew  emission,  equivalent  to  specie,  bills  of  the, 

443.  4fi8. 

?few>Hampshire,  money  advanced  to,  287^?  79, 

to  cau<:e  clothing  to  be  made 

up  for  the  army,  42. 
militia  called  into  service, 
delegates  from,  100.  310,  348, 

418,  429,  517,"CTT,TH.  

any  one  ck'lepate  empowered 

to  repre.seut,  13^. 
quota  of  eighty  battalions  of 
uoops,  223^  432. 

of  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars  .'284. 


New-Hampshire  grants,  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  inhabitants 

of,  285,  286,  295,  296,  297, 
2987308, 350,"3C3.  Mb,  m] 
m.  414,  4f  2, 463,  Wil 
4G5,  518,  my,  526,  654,  C55, 
go^T,  657,658,714:71^7^ 

729  fo  IM.  

instructions  of  Congress  to, 

371. 

quota  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol* 

lars,  223. 
acts  of  the  legislature  of,  Mfi, 

430,  ML 


quota  of  supplies  for  the  next 

campaign,  4.35  ,  436  ,  437. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten 

millions  of  dollars,  457. 
information  of  Congress  to  the 

pi  esident.of,  ^LL 
to  furnish  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions weekly,  519. 
quota  of  troops  under  a  new 
arrangement  of  the' army, 

532. 


quota  of  six  millions  of  dollars, 

md 

specie,  542,  543,  54L 


 —  — -  SUA*  iiwuii^  \«v/iiuaa 

payable  in  provisions  am 


of  eighty  UTousand  dollars  in 

specie,  563. 
of  six  months'  pay  of  the  army 
in  specie,  568. 
New-Jersey,  instructions  of  Congress  to  the  go- 
vernor of,  17. 
roooey  advanced  to,  23,  55,  95,  Ufi. 
delegates  from,  135, TOTt^ 320, 
404,^,553.  554,  55g 

649,  EW. 

sign  the  articles  of  confe- 
'  deration,  LJ{L 

quota  of  eighty  battalions  of  troope, 

223,432. 

to  supply  Massachusetts  witFprovi- 
sions,  2^ 

quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, 28^ 

agent  of  prizes  appointed  for,  346. 

monthly  quota  of  fifteen  millions  of 
do  lirs,  373. 

representation  to  Congress  from  .375 . 

to  furnish  provisions  for  the  army, 

410. 

zeal  and  exertions  of  the  inhabitants 

of,  429. 

quota  of  supplies  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, 435,  436^  437. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  often  millions 

of  dollars,  457. 
to  furnish  provisions  for  the  army, 

weekly.  519. 
quota  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  pay- 
able in  provisions  ana  spe- 
cie. 542^  543,  54L 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars  in 

specie,  563. 
of  six  months'  pay  of  the  ar- 
my, in  specie,  568. 
empowers  Congress  to  levy  and  col- 
lect impost  diities,  632. 
to  raise  and  e*quip  three  thousand 
men,  6(iS, 

New"London,  Connecticut,  sick  American  pri- 
soners to  be  provided  for  a(  or 

near,  458. 
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^ew-kofk,  ki  cause  cloikiiig  to  be  made  up  lor 
the  army,  49. 

delegates  from,  128^1^7^148,  391, 
397,  4('6,4a8,  451.  568^  65^ti5^ 

expedition  against  tbe  t^eiieca  In« 
diaos  uudertaken  by,  2H  ,  2-4^. 

to  suf^iy  Massac iiusetts  with  provi- 
sions, 250, 

quota  oi  forty-five  niillionaof  dollars, 

information  to  (ho  governor  of,  297. 

U)!>lructioii!>  ol  Coiijj^rcssj  to,  371. 

monthly  quota  of  filteen  millions  of 
dollars,  373 

quota  of  Hupplies  for  the  next  cam- 
paiffo,  435,  43G, 

to  settle  accounts  of  militia,  employ- 
ed on  the  frontiers,  45(L 

ury(cd  to  pay  it?  quota  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  4o7. 

quota  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  army,  532. 

authorited  to  substitute  flour  for  beef, 
as  part  of  i:s  quota,  537. 

quota  of  eighty  tliousand  dollar8|  in 
t  specie,  563. 

quota  of  nix  months'  pay  of  tbe  army, 
in  specie,  568. 

cession  of  western  territory  by,  5S2 

to  586. 

Nicholson,  capt.  copies  to  be  furnished  of  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of,  206. 
and  others,  money  advanced  to, 

605. 

John,  clerk  of  the  chamber  of  ac- 
,      counts,  387. 

his  charges  ngaiust  the  commis- 
sioners, iiki. 
his  evidence  not  regarded,  566. 
his  resignation  accepted,  594. 
Nixon,  John,  aii^ent  for  prizes  in  Pennsylvania, 
his  services  dispensed  with,  610. 
brig. general,  his  resignation  accepted ,51 8. 
Noarth,  col.  his  deuositiou  rejected,  167. 

Ueut.  col.  aeputy  commissary'  oi  musters, 
his  resignation  accepted,  242. 
Nominations  for  otiicc,  how  made,  106. 
Norman,  John,  money  advanced  to,  122. 
North-America,  ordinance  for  incorporating  the 
subscribers  to  the  hnnk  of, 
70.').  706,  ISJlL 

Carolina,  money  ndvnnced  to.  18,  28^  42, 
46^  52,  61^  79^  8U,  UT^  IJT^  651,  C52. 


North-Carolina  to  send  troops  to  South-CaroHM 
and  Georgia,  67,  93,  183^  237, 
271,  32^363,  364, 382 
quota  of  eighty    hattalioos  of 
troops  ■  223,  iLL 
of  fortv-five  millions  of 
dollars,  2M. 
representation  relative  to  bills  of 

credit,  317. 
quota  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
•     lars,  273. 

to  supply  Bermuda  with  provi- 
sions, 278. 
to  recruit  and  equip  Baylor  and 
White's  regimeuts  of  light 
dragoons,  467. 
delegates  from,  39,  40,  2.51.  ?>]\ 


326,  409,  4637^70^556,  538, 

674. 

quota  of  supplies  for  tbe  sezC 

campaign,  435,  436, 437. 
urged  to  complete  its  quota  of 

troops,  438. 
arms  and  military  stores  seat  to, 

463, 46-4,  696. 
militia  called  into  service,  467. 
interest  on  loan -office  certifi- 
cates to  be  paid  in,  5(X). 
to  furnish  provisions   tor  tbe 

southern  army,  517. 
urged  to  complete  its  quota  of 

troops,  517. 
quota  of  troops  under  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  arniv, 

53i 

of  eighty  thousand  dollars 
in  .s{M'cie,  56.3. 
rampart  muskets  to  be  sent  to, 

615. 

act  of  the  legislature  of,  674. 
Norton  Beniah,  permitted  to  go  into  ^ew-York, 

im 

Nourse  Joseph,  secretan.'  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  monov  advan- 
ced to,  6,  23,  2fi,  27,  30,  38, 

61,84. 

requests  leave  to  resign,  45^52* 
his  resignation  accepted,  59. 
appointed  assistant  auditor  gen- 
eral, 293,  cm. 
register  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury, 669. 


Oath  of  the  judf^s  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  459. 
of  the  register,  459* 

to  be  taken  by  officers  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment, 540. 
the  sufierintendant  of  fi- 
nance, 616. 

Office,  nomination  of  persons  for,  how  made, 

no  allowance  of  pay,  &c.  to  be  made  to 

persons  out  of,  440. 
Officers,  lor  horses  killed  in  battle,  allowance 
to,  16,  44i  42L 

ordered  on  special  service,  allowance 
to,  16,  44,  42L 

not  to  keep  horses  within  forty  miles 
of  the  main  army,  54. 

commanding  raiments,  to  be  account- 
able for  money  paid  by  their  orders, 

and  soldiers,  wounded  or  disabled  in 
service,provision  for,  68,  fiS- 


Officers  and  t»ldiers  in  hospitals,   order  for 

di.ocharging  c  taims  of 
persons  taking  care  of, 

of  cavalry,  allowance  to,  1113. 

in  the  army,  regulations  relative  to  the 

rank  of  the  132^  133. 
prisoners  of  war  on  parole,  to  receive 
their  pay  and  subsis- 
tence, 180. 
representations  re- 
lative to,  liii  liLL 
of  Count  Pulaski's  legion,  215.  216. 
supernumerary,   not  entitled  to  sub- 
sistence, 216,  212. 
and  privates,  return  to  be  mnde  of. 

226.  227. 
prisonerft  of  war,  allow- 
ance to,  302. 
of  Colonel  Harrison's*  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, ML 
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Dffic«ni  ponnitting  persons  to  go  within  the 
enemy's  Itae.^,  urocecdiugs  reUtive 
to,  249,  m 
uicitlental  expenses  allowed  to  recruit- 
ing, 'm. 

■erving  as  sub  and  brigade  mspectors, 

allowance  to, 
of  artillery,  ap^^ointed,  383,  ^i. 
of  imli'-pay,  for  subsistence,  ailuvvance 

to  j36j  337,  Mi). 
ab<tont,  or  on  furlough,  ordered  to  join 

their  reHpective  corps,  408,  .593. 
proceeding  respecting  soldiers  acting 

m  servants  of,  440,  441. 
of  the  navy,  not  in  ai  tual  service,  their 
pay  to  cea^f  427. 
to  be  paid  in  specie,  or 
money  equivalent,  487, 
488,1131: 

is  Vtiriotis  departments  of  the  povern- 
nteut,  salaries  allowed  tx>  civil,  427, 


Officers  returned  from  Clmrh  ston,  S.  C. 


their 

V 


4SL 

of  sappers  and  miners,  43(L 
form  of  a  commission  for  naval,  45(L 
prisoners  of  war,  further  aillowauce 
to,  450,45!  . 

Offioerfi  9ervin«j  on  board  diff(?rent  vessels,  allow- 
auce  to  naval,  504. 
entitled  to  deficiency  of  subsistence 

money,  in  lieu  of  rations,  512. 
half-pay  extended  to  the  widows  and 

orphans  of  deceased,  512,  i^LL 
salaries  of  civil,  518,  6357348,  6j3. 
in  the  hospital  department,  allowance 
to,  530^  ii3L 
*H  names  of,  534. 

provision  made  for  ftupernumerai  y,533. 
of  cavalry,  not  to  purchase  horses  on 
public  account,  without  the  order  of 
Congress,  5^^>. 
of  engineers,  return  to  be  made  of,  5^ 
of  the  army,  prohibited  from  making 
contracts  Tor  the  purchase  of  sup- 
plies, 353. 

their  accounts  for  advan- 
ces, to  be  settled,  fill. 
exchanged,  or  in  captivity, 
arrangea    according  to 
their  respective  ranks, 559. 


in  the  department  of  military  stores,  al 

lowance  to,  565, 5li*L 
in  the  hospital  department,  allowance 

to,565,5ti2. 
of  the  army,  their  accounts  for  pay  and 

subsistence  how  settled,  6ir,  612. 
of  the  flying  camp,  depreciation  of  pay 
allowed  to,  fi2b. 


expensvesto  be  paid,  tililL 
for  pay  and  subsistence^  DO  particular 

warranrs  to  i-sue  in  tavor  of,  701. 
retained  in  service,  return  of  thft 

names  of,  713,  714. 
and  crews  of  the  friga'es  Bon  Ilommc 
Ridiard,  and  Alliance,  pri^e •money' 
to  be  paid  to  the,  734. 
and  agents,  suits  to  be  stayed  which 
have  been  brought  against,  730,  737. 
Olcott,  col.  notiAed  to  atte|id  Congress,  520. 
Oliphant  David,  to  make  monthly  returns,  437. 

ap[>ointed  deputy  director  of  the- 
hospital,  (lis. 
Oneida  Indians,  goods  ordered  to  be  imported 
for  the,  I  tl. 
conimitisiuns  granted  to  chiefs  of 
the,  m 

O'Neil,  Monsr.  tender  made  of  his  services,  de- 
clined, 176j 
Capt.  aliowaiice  as  a  superoumcraiy 
officer,  to,  A&(L 

prayer  of  his  memorial  reject- 
ed, filL 

Order,  questions  of,  deride. I.  92,  105^  lOfi^  16fi, 
lt77, 178,  ^225,  mi,  £74^  275^  2»7,  413.  gZgl 
Oixliuauces  ui  t-ongress — 

for  regulating  the  clothing  department 
for  the  armies  of  the  U.  S.  231^  232, 

233: 

for  establishing  a  Board  of  Treasury, 

and  the  proper  officers  for 
managing  the  finances  of 
these  United  States,  ^  to 

relative  to  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  priies,  602, 603. 

for  establishing  courts  for  the  trial  of 
piracies  and  felonies  committed  on 

the  high  seas,  606,  607. 
for  regulating  the  treasury,  and  ad- 
justing the  public  accounts,666, 667. 
ascertaining  what  cn)jturesoo  water 
shall  be  lawlu),       to  699^  TOOj  727. 
Ordnance,  surveyor  of,  his  duties  and  compensa- 
tion'.205.  206. 
Secretary  and  paymaster  to  the  Board 
of  War,  and,  380,321. 
Osgood  Samuel,  a  delegate  from  Massachu^tts, 

Oster  Martin,  vice-consul  of  France  at  Phila- 
delphia, 66. 

Oswald,  lieut.  col.  Eleazer,  proceedings  relative 
to,  110.  111. 

report  on  a  memorial  of,  22fL 
money  advanced  a),223. 


IP. 


Paca  William,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  12L 
his  information  relauve  to  foreign 

affairR,  265. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  379. 
appointed  a  judge  of  the  Court  of 

Appeals,  427. 
his  acceptance  notified,  132^ 
Paine  Thomas,  secretary'  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  ordered  to  attend 
congress,  177. 
acknowledges  himself  tn  be  the  au- 
thor of  certain  publications  con- 
cerning foreign  transactions,  177. 
proceedings  of  Congress  rela  ive  to, 
ITL  178,  179, 180,  181, 185. 
resigns  bis  otiiice,  119 


Palfrey  William,  appointed  Consul  of  the  U.  S. 

in  France,  545. 
hisnccounts,  as  late  paj'master 
general,  to  be  settled,  548, 

ssb: 

Capt.  John,  permitted  to  go  to  Boston, 
on  parole,  398. 

order  rescinded,  and  his 
application  referred  to 
Penn-n  lvania,  222- 
Palmer  Joseph,  his  plan  for  making  salt,  refer- 
red to  Massachusetts,  317. 
Papley       ,  a  prisoner  of  war,  erroneous  repre- 
sentation concerning, 
Parker  William,  his  conduct  approved  by  Con- 
gress, 713 
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Paroles  improperly  given  to  prisoners  of  war, 
in^ujiy  relative  to,  8lj  102 
proceediogs  of  Coo^rciis  relative  to  a 
breach  of,  19^  1^3,  .^2. 
Parsons,  brig,  general  bamuel  LL  promoted, 53&. 

his  successful  eoterprize  against  the 
enemy,  thanks  of  Congress  to,  573. 
Fasche,  capt.  money  :idvunced  to,  4>>6,  457. 

bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of,  ^£Z. 
his  application  for  depreciation  and 
half-pay,  rejected,  572. 
Passern  William  de,  uioiioo  relative  to,  nega 
lived,  47. 

Passes  to  go  into  ?<iew-Tor^,  to  be  granted  hj 
Con|^ress,  or  the  connnander  in 
chtei,  Ifix 

Patridge  George,  a  delegate  from  Massachnsetts, 

341,  631. 

Patterson  S.  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit,  S33. 

lieut.  his  resignation  accepted,  G03. 
Patten R.  mesbenger  of  Congress,  alloivance  to, 

171,  369,415,501. 
Paulding  John,  assists  to  intercept  and  secure 
John  Andre,  as  a  spy,  54L 
honored  and  rewarded  by  Con- 
gress. 541.  . 

Pawliof ,  major  H. Tiis  resignation  accepted,  217. 
PayuuuLa.  General,  money  advanced  to,  3^  3E, 

48^  49,  68,  76,  90,  95, 
106,  1257j!277j8^618 
to  keep  his  office  where  Congress  hold 

their  sessions,  2^ 
additional  allowance  to  the,  388,  389. 
seitlemeul  of  accounts  of  the  late, 

556'. 

to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  his 
office  abolitibed,  617. 
Paymasters  of  regiments,  accountable  for  money 

paidljy  them,  CL 
Peabody  Mr,  a  delegate  from  N.  Hampshire, 31(L 

permitted  to  change  his  vote,  414. 
Peace  with  G.  Britain,  insidious  re |x)rt  of  a,  472. 
Peery,capt.VVilliara,  bis  expenses  tobe  paid,23Q. 
Peirce  Jonn,  deputy  paymaster  general,  301 . 

a{)})oititeo  paymaster  general,  568  .(See 
Pierce.) 

Fenet  and  Culuux,  contract  for  manufacturing 
anus,  Slc.  made  with,  ITiL 

changed  so  far  ajs  relates  to 
Moas.  Couloux,  19Jl 
Inacice, cornet  in  col,  Armand's  corps, 55fi. 
andco.  failure  of  their  contract.  593. 
Venn  John,  a  delegate  from  Nortli-Carolina, 

39.  40,  312,  41L 
granted  leave  of  absence,  iiJiL 
Pennel  Joseph,  secretary  and  paymaster  to  the 
navy  board  in  the  middle  district,  230. 
Pennsylvania,  application  to  Congress  from  the 
executive  council  of, 
militia,  to  serve  as  guardsin  Philadel- 
phia,43. 

Proctor's  artillery  regiment,  to  he  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  (juolu  of  troops 
to  be  furnished  by,  ^ 
ap|)licaiion  for  money  from,  ^L. 
money  advuuced  tu,  GO,  (jfj  SSi 
militia  ami  rangers  tooe  employed  (or 
the  defence  of  tlie  western  frontiers 
of,  lUi  '212^ 
delegates  from,  134^  2\G^  309,  462, 
463,  519,  5:A,  5f)«j,  572^ 
592,  mi,  69-1, 695. 
to  be  furnished  with  an  abstract  of  the 
last  general  return  of  the  army,  149. 
■tlmiratty  court,  proceed ingstot  Con- 
gre.<!»  on  a  libel  in  the,  219^       22J , 


Pennsylvania  regiment,  proceedings  of  Conjrt* 
relative  to  the  ihird,  219.  22li, 

222. 

quota  of  eight;^  battalions  of  trxyo^ 

borrows  two  mplions  of  dollars,  oo  is- 

terest,  2M. 
representation  of  the  assembly  of,  234^ 

'235,  m 

proceedings  of  Congress  on  a  cooler' 
ence  held  with,  243^  244^24^ 

to»upplv  Massachusetts  with  pnm* 
sions,  250j  27a. 

to  supply  Bermuda  with  provisiots, 

250.211 

line,  an  additional  brig,  general  ap- 
pointed for  the,  223. 
quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  doibn, 

2Si. 

monthly  quota  of  fifteen  millioM  of 

dollars,  323. 
to  furnish  the  army  with  provi<q<iQ&, 

410.  m 

disputes  between  Virginia  and,  4JiL 
quota  of  supplies  jfor  the  next  cao- 

paign,  435,  436,  4.77. 
to  funnish  provisions  to  the  agent  of 

the  marine  of  France,  441. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  millioas 

of  dollars,  457. 
to  furnish  provisions  for  the  amy, 

weekly,  51iL 
quota  of  troops,  under  a  new  ar- 
raiigcmcnt  of  the  army,  532, 5>%. 

of  eighty  thousand  dollars  in  specie, 

of  six  months'  pay  of  the  army  is 
specie,  568. 
to  send  troops  to  join  the  soutben 

army,  596. 
to  raise  and  equip  three  thousand  m«a, 

new  levies  to  rendezvoas  at  or  near 

Philadelphia,  669. 
dispute  between  Connecticut  and, 

683, 

Packet,  or  General  Advertiser,  offea- 
sive  publications  in  the,  177. 
Penobscot,  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  failure  of 
Uie  expedition  to,  416. 

measures  taken  to  dislodge  the  eiieny 
from, -ML 

Pensions  granted  to  wounded  or  disabled  of&cers 

and  soldiers,  68^  Q9_. 
Petcr^  Richard,  hi«  salary  increased,  !KL 

to  exerci.se  the  duties  of  the  vtf 
department, pro  tempore^  tiiML 
his  letter  entered  on  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  702,703. 
Petersbui^,  Virginia,  order  for  the  speedy  de- 
parture of  the  vessel  Adventurer, 
from,  llfL 

Petitions  and  memorials  to  Congress,  froaor-' 
Alcott  and  Woodward,  4i3(L 
Allison  William,  IS. 
Bubcock  Fhinea.s,  iJiL 
Aaily  W  .  81. 
Bodaolx,  Mons.  liia. 
Boyd  Adam,  15iL 

Bretigny,  Marquisde,  ^3,  126,  15L 
Chanil>ers  Stephen,  1  Ifi- 
ColoniUc  Chevalier  de  la,  219. 
Colviu  Patrick.  Ifi. 
Crenis,  Chevalier  de,  116,119.  liS. 
Cumberland  county,  committees  of, 

350.  363.^ 
Des  Isnnrd  and  Truis^un, 
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FetitiODS  and  memorials  lo  Congress,  from — 
Doane  Etisha,  BsL  ' 
.     Dodd  WilliHin,andatli€rs,  USjiaa, 
Dulhauer  Henry,  2a. 
Elliot  Joseph,  646. 
Ernes  John, 
Ensign  Samuel,  22^ 
Eiisicb  Henrv,  ii. 
Gatatheau  W .  de,  ^ 
Galbreatb  Thomas,  1^ 
Galiard  John,  l.Vt. 
Greene  Griffin,  and  others,  91i  1£XL 
Hagerman  and  Hollenbacb,  14^ 
Hardie  Robert,  1^ 
Harper  John,  and  Co.  ^ 
Hart  John,  11. 
liause^er,  col.  179. 
Hazeu  Moses, 

Hele,  licut.  138,  411.  -  • 

Holker  John, 4^4. 
Hopkintiou  Francis,  159. 
Hurrie  W. 

Hurt  John,  3jL 

Indiana,  proprietors  of,  359,  Sfifli 
'    Inetis  Samael,  156. 

Inhabitants  of  the  Minisinks,  145. 

of  Philadelphia,  32o^  324. 
Irwtn  Matthew,  and  others,  41^ 
Jewell  Robert,  211. 
Jones  Cadwallader,  1^ 
Juenesse  Paudent.  ll^^^  120. 
Knoblauch,  col.  2iL 
Lasser,  Mons.  LL£L 
Lawrence  Rufus,  223. 
Lawson  Robert,  12^  13- 
L'Eclise  Dominique,  99^ 
Lig!itlx)urn  John,  137. 
Macpherson  Wiii .  360. 
Mallwue  Evan,  lii^ 
Marine  officers,  13(L 
M'AllLster  John,  4£LL 
M'Clasky  Patrick,  llfl. 
M'Mut  Alexander,  74. 
MitchelJ.  ^ 

Morgan  George,  359.  360,  SZ3. 

J.  62. 
Morris  Robert,  52SL 
Muiuford  Thomas,  163. 
PJavy  officers,  lilfL 
1  New-York  regiment,  officers  of  the 
fifth,  itil. 
agents,  6t>4. 
O'EUers  and  Horn,  3. 16. 
Ohnstead  Gideon, 

Officers  of  the  bih  Jfew-York  regi 

meot,  461. 
O'Neil,  Mons.  135. 
Oswald  Elea^cr,  110^  117^  222. 
Palfrey  John,  31j8^  SiliL 
Patton  R.  IIL 
Penitington  Catherine,  58. 
Pepin,  Tieut.  626. 
Portail  Chevalier,  42. 
Preston  Elizabeth,  163. 
Rawlins,  col.  and  others,  33. 
Rice  George,  90,  l2iL 
Ross  John^  fkiO. 
Smith  Josiah,  168. 
Soionion  Hyam,  34. 
Spanger  George,  liL 
Spencer  Elihu,  545. 
Sproat  James,  545.  • 
Stcddiford  Garret,  33. 
Stoddard,  capt.  3L 
Sullivan  Samuel  H.  4. 
Sutton,  capt.  1.56. 
Tait4D^a  Francis,  16. 


Petitions  and  inemonais  to  Congress,  from—  ' 
Taylor  Claver,  Ib'J. 
Tetard  John  Peter,  49. 
Thulier,  baron  dc,  97,  154* 
Towson  Thomas,  1T7^ 
Titenl  William,  359^  313^ 
Turnbull  WillialiTTaSr^ 
Vaudalia^  claimants  of,  350. 
Vernor  k  rederick,  142. 
Vivier  Sureau  du,  264. 
Werts  Marv,  li22.  *  * 

Wheelock  lllcazcr, 

Whipple  Abraham,  and  others,  136.  '  • 
Widdersheinie,  major,  383. 
Wilmington  Academy,  corporatidn  of, 

Wilson  J.  626. 
Wright  Elizabeth,  153. 
Wynhoop  Jacobus,  151,  266. 
York  Margaret,  1^ 
Pctlit  Charles,  proceedings  on  a  letter  from,  2ZS. 

appointed  assistant  quarter-mas- 
ter general,  499. 
allowed  one  or  more  clerks,  5DSL 
Philadelphia,  order  for  the  removal  of  hospitals 
in.  or  near,  42H. 
appraisement  to  be  made  of  leaden 
spouts  taken  from  citizens  of, 

652. 

Fbilbuck  Joseph,  and  otliers,  their  petitions  eon- 
side  red,  and  rejected^  223^  224. 
Philips  Peter,  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 
accounts,  112. 
British  major  general,  proposes  a  nego- 
ciation  for  die  exchange 
of  prisoners,  171. 
his  applications  refused, 
189.341. 

ordered  to  his  place  of  des- 
tination  in  Virgiitia,  f^. 
permitted  to  go  to  .New- 
York,  on  pa  role,  298,390. 
Pickens,  col.  of  militia,  a  sword  ordered  to  be 

presented  lo,  594. 
Pickering  Timothy,  his  salary  increased,  90. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  90. 
•    .  appointed  commissioner  to 

su pen u tend  the  staff  de- 
partments, 422. 
bis  attention  to  business  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  4^ 
appointed  quarter-master 

general,  503. 
bis  acceptance  notified,  503. 
•  ■       terms  on  which  be  is  to 
serve,  503. 
Pierce  John,  (See  Peirce.) 

lieut.  Phineas,  his  resignation  accepted, 

iia. 

G.  permitted  to  exchange  continental  bills 
of  credit,  246. 
Pilots  for  the  coasts  of  South-Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, to  be  engaged  in  service,  .513. 
Pittsburg,  treaty  with  the  Delav^are  tribe  of  In- 
dians, made  at,  81. 
Plan  for  conducting  the  inspector's  department, 

711,  712. 

Plater  Geo.  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  198, 375^ 

m£ 

Plessis  Maduit  du,  motion  relative  to,  negatived, 

m. 

has  leave  to  withdraw  from 
the  service  of  the  U.  States, 

114. 

testimonial  to  be  given  in  his 

favor,  1 14. 
money  advanced  to,  114. 
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Pi^inbard,  sieur,  cuoMil  of  Frauce,  in  SouUi- 

Caroliaa,  L12. 
PluDib,  rev.  William,  brigade  cbaplaio,  allowed 

pay  and  dc|ii cciation , 
Plunder  of  inhabitHiiU  adjacent  to  Long-Island, 

forbidden.  310,  aiL 
Pollock  Oliver,  commercial  agent  at  New- York, 

allowance  lo,  574,  686. 
Polly,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  9^ 
Pomtroy,  R.  salary  allowed  to,  t>Uj. 
Poutgibeau,  Monfi.  bill  ot'  exchange  drawn  in  fa- 

vor  of,  llh^ 

Pope,  lieut.  col.  Charles,  his  resignation  accept- 
ed, MJL 

Poruiij  br^.  gen.  du,  money  advanced  to,  52^ 

proposes  to  foi-tify  the  har- 
bour of  lk>i»ton^  171. 
retained  in  service,  172, 

173,  is: 


af^inted  commandant  of 
enjiineerh,  sappers,  and 
miners,  272. 
ordered  to  join  the  soath- 

ern  armv ,  415. 
measures  taken  for  the  6X- 
chauge  ol,  483. 
«  granted  leave  of  absence, 

644, 

promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major  general,  690. 
Portmanteaus  andvalese  furnished  trrtce  to  ot&cers 

at  public  expeuM:,  20 »■ 
Portuguese  snow  and  cargo,  payment  to  be  made 
lor  a, 

Posuge  of  letters,.  Sic.  rates  of,  252,  465,  555. 
Pobtniaster  geuarat,  money  ad\anced  to  the,  252. 

dire<;iions  of  Congress  to 

Uie,  474, 
ap|)Otntmeni  of  a,  716 
Post  o&ce  d^partuieat,  augmentation  uf  the  sala- 

riesof  persons  engaged 
ill  the  the,  202^  416. 
system  iur  r emulating  the 

expenses  of  the,  652. 
litue  assigned  tor  the  eom- 
menci'ment  of  a  new 
estublishmant  of  the, 


Posts  in  the  highlands  of  New -York,  report  relu 

live  to  the  loss  of,  22. 
Potts  Jona.  money  advanced  to,  4^  42^  113^  120. 

to  d*- liver  up  public  stores  m  his 
posscs<>ioii,  537. 
Richard,  a  delegate  from  Marv  land,6^ 
Power<i,  licut.  Alexander,  hw  accounts  to  be  set- 
tled, 13^, 

PowLes-Huok,  successful  attack  00  the  enemy's 

fort  and  works  at,  367. 
Presideui  of  Congress,  money  advanced  to  the, 

37,  i>7. 

resigoatioas  of  the,  150, 


eIeetion8oftbe,151,368. 
allowance  made  to  the,^ 

153,  154, 15fL 
to  prepare  a  circular  let- 
ter to  the  States,  350, 

353, 


his  answer  to  the  speech 
.  of  the  sieur  Gerard,  8, 
9,  361,  362 
of  the  chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne,  394^  395. 
to  furnish  copies  of  pub- 
lic letters,  509. 
provision  made  for  the, 
household  of  the,  594. 


Previous  questions  called  for,  11 ,  1^  21 ,  37, 4c- 
92,  no,  129,  160^  ntJ,  i>06.  213,  2^  26", 
303,  3(H,lgS,        343, 401 ,  403,  407,  t)T7,73j, 

Princeton  College,  New-JersfcV,  «^pport  and  lai- 

tion  of  Indian  boys  at,  652,  656. 
Prisoners  of  war,  proceeding  r«-lati«€  to  the  ei- 

chan|;e  of.  4_j  36,  57.  be, 
108,  113.  129,246,  24",  fS^ 
422,  476,  4«a,  jO^,  ^17^ 
661,  569,  G06.  658,  655^71:  , 

m 

to  be  renioveH  from  Bo«toD  tj 
Other  uartfr  of  iVla s,s.i€ htise n.^, 

53 

inquiry  relative  to  paroles  ia* 

properly  giv«n  to,  81^  l[!L 
to  oe  reoiovrd  to  Chartottei* 

ville,  in  Alben>axle  couon, 

Virginia,  iiL= 
barracka  to  be  byilt^  ano  pron 

•ions,  fuel,  hie.  pro  video  (or, 

91.  ^-  2 

measures  taken  for  a  suppU  of 

provisions,  j^.to,  1 17, 
regulations  respecting  their  pay 

and  subsistence,  1 80,  20S. 
recoin  me  ndation    oFCongr  e  - 

to  American,  271 . 
allowance  to  American  officer^ 

and  soldiers,  made,  301. 
at  Albemarle  barrack^^,  in  Vir 

giuia,  not  allowed  to  remove 

instructions  to  Virginia,  relatirt 
to,  262. 

corn  meal  to  be  furnished  to, 

211 

proceedings  relative  to  the 
change,    safe -keeping,  at. 
subsistence  of,  422.  ■^■^y  4^.- 

in  Wew-York,  Sou  th- Carol  in  > 
and  Georgia,  pruvi&ioa  mat 
for,  512. 

to  be.  removed  from  AlbemariL 
barracks,  in  Virigina,  5£1, 
581.  592,  6i- 

in  South-Carolina,  inquiry  re- 
lative to,  5^ 

eraelly  treated  by  tlie  enemy, 

668,;^ 

order  for  the  ^fe-keeping  and 

sup|>ort  of,  692. 
not  to  be  harbored  or  secreted, 

740. 

Privileges  of  Congress,  breadi  of  the,  131,  167, 

168. 

Prize  goods,  c»))tured  Iw  continental  vessels,  di- 
vision to  be  made  of^^olL 

niuney  due  to  seamen,  inquiry  into  thecanse 
of  the  detention  of  the,  611. 
to  he  pai<l  lo  the  oificers  and  crew« 
of  tJie  fri(|[utes  BoD  Hon>ai«  Richanl 
and  .AJliance,  734. 
Prises  drawn  in  the  third  class  of  United  States' 
lutrer\',  to  hear  interest, 
in  .New-Jersey,  appointment  of  an  agent 
for,  346. 

brou^fiit  into  Pennsylvania,  board  of  ad- 
miraltv  to  take  charge,  and  dispose  of, 

510. 

ordinance  of  Congress  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture and  condemnation  of,  602.,  603. 
aj^nts  for,  (Sec  Jigents.) 
Proveaux,  capt.  Adriatv,  furluugti  for  Ave  montlis 
granted  to,  7QCL 


INDEX. 


Provisions  for  the  eastern  sutes,  proceedings 
lelative  to  a  supply  of,  41j  250. 
tobe  seixed  forthe  use  of  tlie  army, 

77,  m 

taken  by  governor  Clinton,  oFNew- 

York,  to  btt  paid  fur,  193. 
to  be  furuished  the  array,  410^  411. 

to  the  agent  of  the 
marine  of  France, 
441. 


except  to  the  army,  he.  orders  tor 
stopping  issues  of,  465^ 

embargo  on  the  exijortation  of.  (See 
Embargo.) 

?rowcU,  inajor^  his  commission  vacated,  300, 


m 

Public  affairg,  state  of,  considered,  607,  6QS. 
Property  of  the  United  States,  measures  taken  tp 

secure  the,  327, 3S^ 
Pulaski,  «ouut,  int^uiry  into  the  state  of  his  le- 
gion, 1^ 
complaints  made  against,  54^  TL 
motion  relative  to,  referreTI^  ^ 

ordered  to  Princeton,  in  New- 
Jersey,  7^ 


Pulaski  count,  ordered  to  attend  the  board  of 

war,  77. 

inquiry  into  the  claim  on  which 
,  he  has  been  arrested,  22^ 

commissions  made  out  lor  officers 

in  his  legion,  79. 
ordered  to  Little  Egg  harbor,  8Q 
to  Sussex  court-housei 
New-Jersey,  101. 
offers  to  resign  his  commission. 

164. 

ordered  to  South-Carolina,  194. 
to  make  return  of  recruits,  200, 
officers  of  his  legion,  215,  216. 
their  accounts  to  be  settled,  277, 

m 

information  of  the  death  of,  404. 
Congress  honor  the  memory  of. 

his  legion  to  be  reduced,  41^ 
to  be  incori>orated  with  Armand 
and  Lee's  corps,  .^7. 
Pierccll,  rev.  Henry,  brigade  chaplain,  42iL 
Pursers  in  the  navy  appointed,  123. 
Purveyor  of  the  hospital,  money  advanced  to  the, 

62L. 


Quarles,  major  James,  his  petition  considered 

and  rejected,  SQL 
Quarter-master  general,  directions  of  Congress 
.         to,  55,  217,  225,2fiL 
his  department,  abuses  al- 
Icgea  to  be  practised  in 
the,  108,427. 
measures  to  prevent,  321. 
his  deputies  and  assistants, 

allowance  to,  222. 
his  department  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  board 
of  war,  402. 
new  regulations  for  the  de- 
partmeotof  the,  488  to  491. 
General  Greene  re- 
fuses to  act  under 
the,  499,502. 
Timothy  Pickering  appoint- 
ed, 503. 
punishment  for  embezzling 
stores,  he.  in  the  dcpart- 
<.  nicnt  of  the,  511. 

proceeding's  relativeto  certi- 
ficates issued  by  the,  511, 

authorized  to  sell  property 
not  wanted  for  public  use, 

filiL 

free  of  postage ,  letters  to  and 
from  the,  678. 

autlrarized  to  appoint  an  ad- 
ditional deputy  quarter- 
master, 7.Tt. 

reduction  of  his  compensa- 
tion, 735. 

Queenof  France,  division  of  prize  jjoods  taken 

by  the  ship,  265. 

QticstioDS  decided  in  the  uegaiive,  2,  5,  14,  15, 

18^'  20,  2f7^  4r,  46j 
48,  51,  57,. 58,  65,  82^ 
83,86,  'Jl,  [y2,  106,  ITT, 
112,  131.  l  U,  158,  Iffl, 
161, 169, 170, 171, 176, { 
m.        19-t,211,  272, 

.113;  ^.^,2iii,m: 

VOL.  If  I. 


236  ,  244,245,250,251' 
253,  264,*i55,  256, 

31'i,  o26,  335"  340,  312> 
3^t3,  348,  379,  401  > 
402,^03,409,419,  .'J73, 
597,  o98,  599,  604,  ti05, 
^oJi.  (jjM,  643,<j45,  • 
ti  r/  ,649,  654,1.72,  b8l, 
687,6lj9,  690,  701,  726, 
'  '  730,  2^ 


Questions  lost  on  an  equanfivision  of  (he  siates, 

30,  34,  LLLi  170,  186, 
tni,  216,  234,205,241, 
256,261,266,305,341, 
6217 

on  the  votes  of  less  than  sevea 
states,  596,  604,  622,  634,  639, 
642,  6537<i70,674,  6777 gB8, 
710,  719,  730,  2^3.  738,  1357 
of  order,  decided,  92,  105,1^  166, 
167,  178^225.        274,  27572377 

413,SZ27 

division  of,  57,  1^  165,  186^ 

236,  254,  236,  3U3.  oOo,  336  ,  3tC 
39M09,419,irRI,  6T!?: 
Quorum  of  the  states  not  pres^ent  to  proceed  on 
business,  152, 153, 156,  l.i9.  161, 

169,  nr. 

Quotas  of  bills  of  credit,  states  required  to  pay 
their,  172,  174,  175^  176^  279,  280, 

T?84,  373,  SHl 
of  eighty  battalioijs  of  troops,  ^^422* 
often  millions  of  dollars,  4j1. 
of  troops,  slates  aiged  lo  fdrward  their 
rcspecti\e,  4",iO,  7(K). 
under  a  new  arrangement  of 
the  army, 532. 
of  specific  articles,  and  specie,  542, 

5Ht3,  5^14.. 

of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 

dollars,  quarterly,  596,  <]01. 
of  three  millions  of  doil.irs,  621. 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  683,  684, 


I 


index; 


Raden  Fanrtv,  her  application  for  leave  to  go  to 
iScw-York,  icjccled,  29. 

Radierc,  Mont,  ia,  retaiued  in  service  for  ano- 
ther campaign,  172,  173. 

Rae  James,  deputy  commissary  general  of  par- 
chases  in  Georgia,  money  advanced 
to,  08. 

Ilaleigbi  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the 
trial  of  the  late  commander  of  the 
ship,  ^ 

RamMy  William,  clerk  of  the  chamber  of  ac- 
counts, 387. 

Randolph  B.  superintendent  of  paper  for  loan 
office  certificates,       resigns,  LQ. 
Peyton,  late  president  of  Congress, 
allowance  to  the  representatives  of, 

157. 

Edmund,  a  delegate  irdtaa  Virginia, 

32(3,  Cifi, 

granted  leave  of  ali^eiice, 

733. 

Ranger,  division  of  prize-goods  taken  by  the  ship, 

Raagci-s  for  tlie  defence  of  the  western  frontiers 
of  Pennsylvania,  bounty  allowed  to, 

212. 

Rank  of  officers  of  the  army,  how  determined, 

13g,  m, 

Ratification,  by  Congress,  of  the  treaties  with 
France^  485,  487. 
of  the  articles  of  confederatidn  com- 
pleted and  announced,  580,  586, 
to  511L 

Rations,  regulation  of  the  quantity  and  price  of 
articles  coui|H)hiiig.  33^  3k  2.'>0,  2^1. 
form  of  accouiitii  to  be  exhibiled  for 

payment  of  back,  193. 
to  hospital  comnii-ssaries,  proceedings 

respecting,  428. 
from  time  to  time,  value  to  be  ascer- 
tained of,  fi72. 
Rawlins,  col.  Moses,  bounty  promised  to  new 

recruitbof  his  regiment. 

his  corps  of  volunteers  or- 
dered lo  Pittsburg,  IM. 
Raymondis,  Chevalier  de,  application  Tor  his 

pasisaj^e  to  Fi-«ncp,  lilfi. 
Rcadhcad  Georjjc,  salary  allowed  to,  ILL 
Recruitiug  service  promoted,  33j^  oiL 

officer««,  incidental  expenses  allowed 
to,  iTZL 

Reed  Joseph,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  his 
informaiion  relative  to  George 
Johnstone,  British  contmis^iuner, 

James,  paymaster  nnd  clerk  to  the 
n.-wy  board,  money  advanc- 
ed to,  ai, 
conniisttioner  of  the  navy 
board,  1 13. 
Thomas,  deputy  paymaster  general 
at  Albany,'jiQ2, 
Regimental  Clothiers,  allowance  to,  215. 

paymasters,  directions  to, 4^0. 
surgeons,  their  compensation,  737. 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  authorized  and  ap- 
pointed, 666,  667,  669. 
Reidesel,  British  general,  permitted  to  go  to 

New- York,  on  parole,  298^  39(L 
Religion  and  good  morals,  measures  taken  by 

Congress  to  encourage,  85. 
Renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates,  378, 

456. 497, 630. 


Reports  of  committees,  a  new  rule  adopted  re- 
spec  tiiig,  4(J2. 
Representation  in  Congress,  states  urged  to  send 

a  full,65iL 

Rcqutkitions  on  the  slates,  172,  174,  175, 176, 

618j  5JTj  fiiS.  666,  m, 

Resolution,  proceedinfft  relative  to  the  cargo  of 
the  ship, 

Restrictions  on  inland  trade  to  be  taken  off,  2Mi 
Retaliation,  law  of,  enforced,  322,3^ 
Revenge,  sale  of  the  armed  cutter,  224, 
ReynoUix,  Mrs.  permitted  to  go  to  Europe,  118. 
Rice  George,  paid  for  loss  of  money  at  the  bst* 
tie  of  Brandy  wine,  1^ 
,  contract  for  land,  and  erecuog 
barracks,  made  with,  141. 
capt.  Joseph,  his  resignation  accept- 
ed. 521L 

Rickman,  doct.  VV.  left  out  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  hospital  depart- 
ment, 52^ 
disposition  of  hospital  stores  and 
medicines  under  the  care  of, 571. 
directed  to  settle  aiid  return  the 
accounts  of  salaries  due  to 
hospital  officers,  n76. 
Rhoads  Jacob,  a  deserter,  recommended  lo  the 

mercy  of  Congres.s,  ^ 
Rhode  Island,  inipiiry  into  causes  of  failure  of 
the  late  expedition  against,  9^  UL 
expense  of  the,  to  be  a  continental 
charge,  KL 
to  cause  clothing  to  be  made  up  for 

tlie  army,  4iL 
certain  proceedings  of,  approved  by 

Congress,  87^  88. 
money  advanced  to,  124. 
measures  taken  for  the  relief  of  tbe 

distressed  inhabitants  of,  197. 
to  be  supplied  with  provisions,  2LL 
apportionment  of  (axes  lessened,  2l£. 
quota  of  eighty  battalious  of  troops, 

223,  43g. 

measures  taken  for  the  defence  of, 
delegates  from,  111^  307^  429.'  463^ 

tj'oops,  barracks  to  be  erected  for  quar- 
tering, 350. 

monthly  quota  of  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars,  o/3. 

quota  of  supplies  for  the  next  cam- 
t>aign,  43.5,  436,  43L 

urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  millioBS 
of  dollars,  45jL 

quota  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  tlie  arnn,  532,  538. 
of  six  mil  ions  of  dollars,  payable 
in  provisions  and  specie, 542^543, 

quota  of  eighty  thouaaud  dollars  ii 
specie,  ^^>fi. 
of  six  months  pay  of  the  army,  is 
specie,  568. 
rent  of  store-houses  in,  to  he  paid,6fifL 
Riflemen  to  be  furnished  by  Penns>-lvania  for 

the  next  campaign,  64L 
Ritter,  lieut.  Wm.  his  resignation  accepted, !Sli 
Roach  Patrick,  a  deserter,  recommended  totkf 
mercy  of  Congress,  210, 2iL 


y  Google 


INDEX. 


fiobcrdeau  Daniel^  a  delegate  from  Peunsyiva- 
ma,  134. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  KL 
Rochambeaa,  count  de,  his  conduct  approved  by 
Congress,  ^  510^  606^  G79. 

Bodney  Cesar,  and  Thomas,  delegates  from 

Delaware,  581,  711.  718. 
Rogers,  major  Nicholas,  promoted,  1^2. 

rev.  W.  brigade  chaplain,  new  certifi- 
cate  granted  to, 
Root  Jesse,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  337, 

SSI 

Ross  John,  bis  accounts  to  be  settled,  1,  ^ 
Roussi  Pierre  Regnicr  de,  money  advanced  to, 

449 

bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of,  -^49. 


Rudolph,  tieut. promoted, 26!L 
Rum  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  disposition  of,  370 


Russia,  recognition  by  Congress  of  regulations 
proposed  by  the  empress  of, 

534. 

Rutgers  Henry,  junV.  nominated  and  appointed 
deputy  commissary  general  of 
musters,  242.  245. 
Rutherford  Griffith,  money  advanced  to,  652. 
Rutledge,  governor  of  Soutii-Carolina,  his  bills 
to  be  accepted  and  paid,  469. 
bills  of  exchange  transjfiitted  to, 

5KL 

information  relative  to  prisoners 
of  war,  given  to,  . 


s. 


Safibrd,  ensign  Jacob,  liis  resignation  accepted, 

395. 

Salaries  of  officers  of  the  Treasurv  Department, 

"106  380,667. 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  board  of  war 

and  ordnance,  109^ 
of  the  Treasurer  of  loans,  174. 
of  the  board  of  war,  navy  board,  Szc. 

of  officers  not  heretofore  establi.shed, 

to  be  repotted  to  Congress,  424. 
of  the  civil  officers  of  government,  es- 
tablished, 518^  576,  m 
balisbury  furnace,  in  Connecticiti,  not  to  be  put 
in  blast  at  the  continental  expense, 

242. 

Salt  supposed  to  belong  to  Abraham  Livingston, 

how  disposed  of,  o^iO. 
Sandwich  packet,  reference  to  the  court  of  ap- 
peals in  the  case  of  the,  459. 
Sa]>|)ers  and  nuners,  regulations  for,  22^ 

pny  and  subsistence  of,  272. 
officers  of,  43(L 
Saratoga,  proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to  the 

convention  of,  45,  4^  74. 
Schreiben  Jacob,  permittedlo  return  to  Europe, 

6SL 

Schuyler,  major  general,  proceedings  of  a  court- 
martial  on  the  iriulot,  85. 
acrjuitted,  with  the  highest 
honor,  of  tlie  charges 
against  him,  144. 
offers  his  reHignaiion,  V16^ 
renews  the  application, 
227,254. 
congress  refuse  to  accept 
his resignauon,228,  22L 
his  resignation  accepted, 

251. 

a  delegate    from  New- 
York,  128^  391,  43fL 
granted  leave  of  absence, 

appointed  a  commissioner 
U>  superintend  the  staff 
dej)artments,  427. 
declmes  acceptance,  440. 
Scottybrig.  gen.  Charles,  directed  to  expedite  the 

march  of  troops  to 
South-Carolina,  330. 
charged  with  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  38H. 
a  court  of  inquiry  to  be 


on,  aiiiL 


his  rank  decided,  MS. 
J.  Morin,  a  delegate  from  New- York,  438, 


Scott  Dr.  his  resignation  accepted,  556. 
Scriven,  brig.  geu.  monument  to  tlie  memory  of^ 

669. 

Scudder  Nathaniel,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey, 
135.  142, 145.  146.  169,  261 

granted  leave  of  absence,  39. 
Scull  Ptter,  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and 

ordnance,  ILL 
notifies  his  acceptance,  11  .'i- 
resigns  his  ap}iointmcnt,  ^flfi. 
Seal  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  455. 
Seamen  wounded  or  disabled  in  service,  provi- 
sion made  for,  68,  69. 
encouraged  to  enter  the  naval  service 

of  the  United  States,  123. 
in  the  naval  service,  to  be  paid  in  spe- 
cie, or  monev  equivalent,  487. 
bounty  allowed  toable  and  ordinary, ISft. 
conditiojis  prescribed  for  the  exchiuige 

of  British,  562. 
of  tlie  United  States,  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  dctcntiou  of  prize-money 
duetothe, 

Searle  James,  ap(>ointpd  a  member  of  the  navy 
board,  26. 
his  resignation  accepted,  73. 
a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  134, 

SWT 

summoned  to  attend  Congress  in 
the  case  of  brigt  gen.  Thompson, 

162. 

Secrecy  enjoined,  19,  20,  63. 

Secret  committee,  to  close  their  accounts,  44. 

Secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance — 

Joseph  Nourse  resigns  as,  45,  52. 

salary  allowed  to  the,  109,302. 

Peter  Scull  appointed,  ILL 
resigns,  346. 

to  the  marine  committee,  autho- 
rized ^  6fi. 

Benjamin  Stoddart  appointed,  346. 

Mr 

of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  dbtrict, 

anpointed,  230. 
of  tne  board  of  treasury,  authorized, 

200. 

appointed,  200^ 
his  salary,  200,  295. 
of  Congress,  directed  to  purchase  an 
atlas,  S£L 
to  answer  a  letter  from 
Sir  Hen .  Clinton  ,73, 
74. 

to  summon  witnesses 

in  the  case  of  brig.  (ren. 
W.  Thompson,  130. 
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Secretary  of  Congress  examined  relative  to  T. 

Paine,  m 
his  salary,  428. 
to  seal  aud  countersign 
i     marine  commtssioDR, 

648. 

new  dudes  assigned  to  the, 

716,717. 
his  salar\'  increased,  IliL 
of  foreign  aflfairs,  authorized,  .")t)4. 

day  assigned  for  electing  a, 


appointed,  6^ 

his  letters  free  of  postage, 

687. 

granted  leave  of  absence, 

733. 

Dew  regulations  for  the  de- 

f>artment  of,  715, 716. 
erences  and  directions 
to  the,  682, 686, 692^  (i23, 

letters  and  reports  from 
the,  693,  717,  Tlia. 
at  war,  authorized, 

his  duties  and  powerSj  575. 
bis  salary,  576,  673. 
references  ana  directions  to 

the,  6^4,  696,705,708,713. 
letters  and  reports  from  the, 
700, 701, 7(«,  704, 707,  713, 

leave  of  absence  granted  to  the, 

713 

salaries  allowed  to  his  assist- 
ants, 71:^. 
of  marine,  authorized,  575. 

his  duties  and  powers,  575, 

576. 

his  salary,  576,  673. 
appointed,  58'2. 
general  M'DougsUl  not  cx|)ected  to 
accept  the  appointment,  604. 
Seditious  papers  circulated  by  the  British  com- 

mis.-tioners,  89, 2(L 
proceedings  of  Congress  on,  90, 

91, 107,  ids: 

Sexton,  Heat.  Geoi^e,  his  resignation  accepted, 

525,ji2tL 

Sharpe,  William,  a  delegate  from  North -Caro- 

lina,  261^  632. 
Shee  John,  commissioner  for  destroying  bills  of 

credit,  2ia. 

Sheftali  Mordecai,  his  claim  for  a  share*  of  the 

brigantine  Hinchinbrook  ,519. 
Sheldon,  col.  Elisha,  bis  regiment  of  cavalry  to 

be  ri'mounted  and  equipped,  (il7. 
Sherman  Kogcr^  a  delegate  from  Connecticut, 

76^  1^  156  ,  262,  263,  467, 

629. 

to  attend  the  board  of  war,  LLL 
granted  leave  of  absence,  531. 
William,  payma.ster  of  col.  Warner's 
regiment,  not  permitted  to  resign, 


323. 


Shippen  William,  the  elder,  a  delegate  from 

Pennsylvania,  175, 
jun.  director-general  of  the 
hospital,  money  advan- 
ced to,  12SL 
charges  exhibited  against, 

BOS. 

his  conduct  ioqaired  into, 

308. 

acquitted  by  a  court-mar- 
ttal,  and  discharged 
Crom  arrest,  hhL 


Shippen  William,  re- instated  in  histifice,  534. 

ordered  to  head-quarters,  549. 
his  resignation  accepted,  560. 
Shot  and  shells  to  be  provided,  41^9. 
Shrupp  Henry,  his  resignation  accepted,  212. 
Signei-sof  bills  of  credit,  names  of,  V\  11. 16, It, 
73,  m  251,264,274,  28a,  2^q^  328.  334,  m 
Simms,  lieut.  col.  ftx>m  his  regiment,  leave  of  ab- 
sence granted  to,  34i 
his  application  uot  to  be  draws 

into  precedent, 
his  resignation  accepted,  408. 
8kinner,  capt.  of  the  brig,  General  Gates,  i^iiied 
in  an  enga^nieot  with  the 
Montapue,  5b. 
provision  to  be  made  for  hisiri> 
dow  and  children,  56,  66. 
Abraham,  commissary  general  of  pri- 
sonern,  ollL 
to  receive  safeties  forpri> 
soners  of  war  ia  New- 
York, 

Smallwood,  brig.  gen.  bills  of  credit  in  his  hands, 

to  be  exchanged,  214. 
a;>tx>int«<l  major  gen.  519. 
tii:inks  pt  Congress  to,biS. 
Smith  Resolve,  commissioner  of  accoant^i  at  the 

treasuri-,  75- 
of  the  chami>er  of 
accouDU,112y368. 
his  plan  for  the  disposit  ton  of  btUs 
of  exchange,  disagreed  to  hf 
Congress,  559,  ^6£L 
Samuel,  jun.  summoned  to  give  evideaee 
in  the  case  ot  bi  ig.  geii .  Thonri  p!>on,  1^ 
Alexander  Lawson,hiiB  resignation  accept- 
ed, 51L 

rev.  Hezekiah,  brigade  ch^lain, 
Meriwether,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  ff, 

73, 579. 

information  given  to  Congress  hf, 

his  application  refused,  273. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  368. 
Thomas,  a  delegate  from  Fennsy  irania, 

572.691. 

commissioner  of  loans  in  Fena* 

svivania,  directions  to.  hoK. 
endorser  of  new  hills  ot  credit, 

Isaac,  money  advanced  to,  641^ 

Robert,  agent  at  the  Havana,  not  to  issue 

letters  of  marque,  &£c.  724. 
lieut.  col.  William,  sub'iuspeccor  of  the 

army,  559. 

Soldiers  inlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  gratui- 
ty allowed  to,  31iL 

acting  as  servants  to  officers,  proceed- 
ings respecting, 440,  441. 
South-Carolina,  monev  advanced  to,  66,  651 .  Wl. 

to  Ibe  defended,  "g7.  9-37 24^ 
320,  363,  364,  388. 
militia  called  into  service,  67. 
troops  under  the  .same  regula- 
tions as  other  forces  oi  the 
United  Stales,  125. 
instructions  of  Congress  to  the 
president  of  tlie  state  of,  Hih. 
apportionment  of  taxes  takes 
from  Rhode-Island, and  added 
to,  21/L 

quota  of  eighty  battalions  of 
troop?,  223,  4.'^?. 
of  forty-five  millions  oi 
dollars,  284. 
delegates  from,-  329,  445. 
•     •      ■    ■  464, 497, 614, 6^. 
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Soutk-CaioUua,  major  general  Lincoln  to  con- 
Cl|^    '  ttnuc  his  coromnnd  in,  2^ 

to  be  re-irabursed  for  military 

stores,  336. 
monthly  quota  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions  of  fJoHarSj  213. 
•wN*-  .         ,       auiliurized  to  pay  tot  flour  and 
^1^*^  rice,  provided  for  the  army, 

373, 

leather  to  be  purchased  in,  2S1, 

222. 

frigates  ordered  from  Boston 


■t. 


'  1*  >  y 


to,  382. 

military  stores  to  be  sent  to, 

388,  32iL 

to  make  advances  of  money  on 
account  of  the  taxes  to  be 
raised  in,  422. 
quota  of  sup[)lics  for  the  next 

campaign,  435,  436,  4:r7. 
urged  to  complete  its  quota  of 

troops,  438. 
loan  omce  iu,  to  be  removed, 

SQL 

bills  of  exchange  furnished  and 

charged  to,  510. 
supplies  furnished  to  prisoners 

of  war  in,  512* 
inquiry  into  the  treatment  by 
the  enemy  of  prisoners  of 
war  in,  522. 
quota  of  troops  under  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  army,  532, 

proceedings  relative  to  distress- 
ed citizens  of,  648.  657. 
six  months'  pay  allowed  to  late 
prisoners  of  war  in,  657. 
i^utbern  army  to  be  reinforced,  and  supplied, 

579. 


Southwick  Solomon,  deputy  commissary  general 
T  of  issues,  to  be  supplied  with  flour, 


Spain,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  U.  S.  to 

the  court  of,3fiS. 
Spanish  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  provided  for, 

391  ■ 

Specie,  naval  officers,  &tc.  to  be  paid  in,  or  mo- 
ney equivalent,  487. 
comparative  value  of  new  bills  of  cre- 
dit, in,  488. 
Speedwell,  snow,  disposition  of  her  cargo,  L 
Spencer  Joseph,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut, 


Spies,  order  for  the  trial  of,  6S6. 
Spooner  Paul,  copies  of  papers  delivered  to, 

Springfield,  Massachusetts,  services  dispcnstd 

with,  of  unnecessary 

officers  at,  5QtL 
re«ulations  for  the  la- 
bora  to  17  at,  6.^1. 
Staff  departments,  comm»K';ioncrs  to  superintend 
the  expenses  of  the,  42C,  427. 
extra-c}>ambcr  of  accounts  au- 
thorized for  the,  465. 
Stark  Bo!)prf,  inquiry  relative  to,  f'tTn. 
States,  itcommrndation  of  Congress  respecting 
laws  of,  L 

required  to  communicate  their  transac- 
tions relative  to  requisitions  on  them, 

467. 

division  of  the  votes  of,  on  questions  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  2,11, 14,  19, 24, 
27,  41 ,  48.  57,  .^>8.  59,  ffl,  64! 
8J,  85.  CfL  91-         U^K  iTT, 
131,138, 14771^ 


167,  16l>,  It^  ITOi  ill* 
212.  ITTTi,        5^  558^ 

^  zjr,ioS;  2:>u,  luu,  JiOi 

STTT  2Ti;  2^  ^  ^ 

■■  ■  flA  ,  mr.  "lUJ,  -2G;7,  ^  ^u[h 

^8^  IS5t  304i 
305,  3P(7t  WW,  THU;  ^TT,  312> 
4  .•  '  313^  318,  ^25,  S39,  34O2 
!H£  ^5I5HII^25Qi 
359,  .rto.  S76? 

jTT,  384.      :Kn,  ml  ou^i' 

.m  351;  3577  3gr,w,  402, 

TO,  m,  4m,  413, 414,  417. 
419,        597,  OTt  TTOT  (;05> 

622,  mo,  im,  ^  (Ttir  m3, 

64>5,  ^653^654^  661.  t,(i2> 
5707  WWy  676,  677,  VW^,  6:j4i 

lOif,  7U4)  7-i5,  TM,  TTT,  7.U» 

not  represented  in  Congress,  names  of 
the  delegates  from,  how  distinguishedi 
14,  85,91,  92,  111,  li.'4.  131, 
138.  144.  nr,  I;j7.  16L)'.  IoT; 
1627  16D,  lU^  ITTT' m;  174. 
188^  20^  :nT7 

221,  W,^,  "233,  m,  255; 
236,  238.  :24U7STT,245,2oP; 
251.  255,  2^  ^  2.^6,  2577 
2^  2oF.  !2t,n,  J*il,2627  277. 
2817  2TT7T7 296.  312,  TT?;  r4B. 

STy;  a25 , 7W,  :j:i5,.>:^9.  ;>;u, 
344,  3^7^  3477  o  Hi.  -  '67, 
r>76,  TT?j37  TI^  J?!, .  iiiT, 
401.  4*:y,  44)7,  409^44^  4J4, 
415,  595,  597,  598,  SUU]  Gu4; 

"grr.iigT.  tw,  ^257  6297 

6357  654,  63T,  535^  5^  647^ 
679.  633",  ^m,  Jm, 
670.  6717  rTT4767f,  (TTT.  (TTy, 
6M7  681.  68i.  6577680,  689, 
61X).  691,695,6^700,7017 
704.  TTO,  719,  7257  7267  7277 
73g7  752, 733:  7^27 
States;  their  quotas  of  bills  ol  credit,  122  to  I7h^ 

279.  ^;iiLL 

of  eighty  battalions  of  troops,  ^2. 
required  to  furnish  the  army  witli 

provisions,  410, 411. 
which  have  called  in  and  issued 
bills  of  credit,  report  to  be 
made  of,  651. 
urged  to  send  a  full  representa- 
tion to  Congress,  659. 
requisitions  on  the,  172,  174,  175,  176, 
223,  27a,  28^72617 .373,  ^ 
4557  514,  5527^275457.^ 
595,  3^  50L  6T^  621.6257 
St.  Clair,  major  general,  prorerdin^s  of  a  rourt- 

martial  on  the  trial  of,  G2. 
considered  by  Congress, 
82,  158, 

acquitted,  with  the  hirrhrst  honor, 
of  the  cliarj^es  ai^ainsi  him,  1.^8. 
directions  of  Congress  to,  669, 

6727 

I  St.  Elms,  Gerard  de,  report  in  tJ»e  ca.se  of,  SriO, 

:  appointed  brevet-major,  201. 

Steel  Archibald,  deputy  (piartor  master  ji^eneral. 
I  pioreedings  of  a  rourt-n»ar- 

'  tial  iu  the  case  of,  248. 

Stephen  DaviJ,  vg.  schooner. lolin  and  ^aliv,  ap- 
peal in  the  case  of,  ^ ' 
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Stevens,  iifHit.col,  of  aruiWrv,  134. 

Steuben,  barun,  <mli:ied  lo  Rhode-Island,  36,  37. 

money  advanced  to,  ili. 

tbriuH  a  system  of  regulations  for 
the  iniautry  of  the  U.  Staters, 

bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor 

coHiioued  inspector  general  of 
the  army,  bid,2A^ 

ordered  lo  join  the  southern  ar- 
my, hMl 

Stewart  Charles,  commissary  gf'neral  of  issuci:, 

money  advanced  to, 
directions  to,  .'*4(i,  .'yl'J. 
mitjor,  honurtd  by  Congress, 

32!<. 


St.  Hilaire,  tt\t^nr  de,  vice-ronsul  for  the 
|M>rr  of  Alcxaodrin,  in  Virginia,  :>!  1 


Stirling,  lord,  major-general,  directions  ofCon- 

gre^s  to,  l(>-> 
8tockbrid;ie  Indians,  their  .application  referred 

to  New-York.HiL 
Stockton  Samuel  \V.  allowance  to,  4o8,  4.'?9. 

balance  due  hiui  to  be  paid, 

Stoddart,  capt.  report  on  his  petition.  ^ 

obtaini  a  furlough  to  go  to  F  i-anre, 

191, 

his  resignation  accepted,  '-1"4 
Stoddart  Bciij.  secietar)  to  the  board  ot  war, 

his  resignation  nrpcptcd,  .'ul. 
Stone  Thomas,  a  dclei^te  from  Maryland,  (ijL 
Stuney  Point,  information  of  a  successful  attack 
on,m 

distribution    of  military  stores 
taken  at, 

Storey  William,  his  salary  established,  fL 
John,  atlowaitce  made  to,  Ct'iO 

hit*  further  services  dispensed  with, 

fi.57. 

Stnuif^eways,  capt.  application  in  behalf  of.  3CL 
Stroeper  John,  decision  on  his  case  deferred,  42fi 
Stroop,  lieut.  Henry,  bis  resignation  accepted, 

Sturges  Jonathan,  his  claim  for  damages  post- 
poned, !if>9. 

Subsistence  from  Congress,  supernumerary  offi- 
cers not  entitled  to,  216,  217. 
to  officers,  rates  of  articles  necessary 

for,  2o0i  2M. 
allowance  to  officers  for,  3^tO. 
money  in  lieu  of  rations,  officers  en- 
titled to  deficiencv  of,  512^ 
Sugar  belonging  to  the  UoiteJ  States,  disposi- 
tion of,  370, 392,  421^  452, 
imported  in  the  frigate  Confederacy,  in- 
quiry respecting,  498. 
Suits  against  officers  and  agents,  to  be  stayed, 

736,737. 

Sullivan,  major  general,  thanks  of  Congress  to, 

50,  375. 

lUithorized  to  accept 
the  resignation  of  of- 
ficers, 7^ 

reflect  ions  on  the  board 
of  war,  in  general  or- 
ders of,  3iL 

offers  hi«  resignation, 
3  HO. 

proceedings  respecting, 
3?K). 

hi.s  resifjnation  accept- 
ed, lOfL 


Sullivan,  major  general,  a  delegate  from  Nev- 
.     ♦  ,  Hampshire,  517. 

allowance  to,  652. 
depreciation  of  pav  re- 
fused to,  6a3j  fi.'U. 
capt.EbeQetcr,  inquiry  relative  to 

75. 

Sumner  Je thro,  nominated  and  appointed  brig 
general,  180. 
Job,  appointed  captaju,  216.  . 
information  given  to,  556. 
Sumpter,  general,  artion  between  the  British 

col.  Tarleton  and,  538. 
Sunltury,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  guard  to  be  station- 
ed at,  3:1n. 

Supcriulcudeat  of  finance,  authorized,  .57.5. 

^  bis  duiicb and  powers, 

«        ■       hu  .salary,  .576. 

a|)pointed,  580. 
his  arceptance  noti- 
fied, iLLL 
.  ..^   ,^      way  appoint  a  secre- 
tary, 667. 
.     .:.      references  and  direc- 
tions to  the,  629, 
»  637,  638,  639j  64^, 

644, 64^,7;5o.  mr, 

^664,  665,  667. 
672,  §73^  ^ 

678,  ^88,693,  694, 
595,  207^715:  Tm 
72X7:4,  728,729. 
letters  and  reports 
from  the,  617,  029. 
650.  673.  6jg  724, 

m 

letters  to  and  from 
the,  free  of  postage, 
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Surgeons,  coroi)eusation  of  regimental,  "222. 
Surveyor  of  ordnance,  his  dutjes  and  compensa- 
tion, 205,206. 
Surveyors  of  the  post  office,  allowance  to,  421. 

536,  6^ 

Susannah,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  brig, 
Susquehanna,  sale  ordered  of  conUnenial  boats, 
at  or  upon  the  river,  557. 
dii^ute  concerning  lands  ou  the 
east  branch  of  the,  68.^1 
Sutton  John,  paymaster  of  the  let  Virginia  regi- 
ment, allowance  to,  24X. 
Sweers  Cornelius,  deputy  commissary  general  of 

military  stores- 
charged  with  mal-conduct  ia 

office,  L 
ordered  to  be  closely  confined 
in  tJie  gaol  at  Philadelphia, 

L 

his  charges  against  Benjamin 
Flower,  2,  6- 
bis  ^a^rs  to  be  seized  and  secur- 

convictcd  of  fraud  and  forgery  in 
executing  tlie  duties  of  his  of- 
fice, 2L 

-      to  Imj  prosecuted  on  beiialf  of  the 
-  United  States,  in  a  court  of  law, 

31 

private  papers  to  be  delivered  to, 

13L 

Swonls,  silver  mounted,  to  be  imported  from  Lu> 
ro()c,  5G(L 

Symshury  mines,  Connecticut,  to  be  erected  into 
a  state  prison,  tiillL 
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Tabby,  inroice  of  goods  shipped  on  boai-d  the 

schooner,  127. 
I'able  of  the  conimander-in-cbicf  tobe  furnished, 

ML 

Ti&Ibot,  major  Silas,  promoted,  123x 

appoiuied   captain  in  the 
navy.  ML 

Tallmadg;e,  major,  takes  tort  St.  Geoi-ge,  on 

Long-lslaud,  5b'3. 
tribute  of  Congress  to  his 
distinguished  merit,  554. 
Xannehill,  lieut.  Adamson,  promoted,  aJQ^ 
Tfurleton,  British  iieut.  col.  action  between  gen. 
Sumpter  and,  558. 
defeated  by  brig.  gen.  Morgan,  576. 
Xaxes,  apportionment  of  the  c^uotas  of,  175- 

for  the  payment  of  specie  on  bills  of  cre- 
dit, recommended  by  Congress,  Sl^L 
paid  by  stales,  monthly  report  to  be  made, 

for  raising  quotas  of  money  for  the  United 
States,  to  be  separately  laid,  fiiiiL 
Taylor  Telverton,  vs.  sloop  Polly,  appeal  in  the 

case  of,  94^  mL 
vs.  sloop  Lark,  apfieal  in  the 
case  of,  94,  IQL 
Telfair  Edward,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  4')6, 


granted  leave  of  absence,  122. 
Temple  John, proceedings  respecting,  40, 41,728. 

lieut.  col.  money  advanced  to,  IJlj  132^ 


his  regiment  considered  as  part  of  the 

nuota  of  Virginia,  13L 
Robert,  balance  of  his  account  for  tim- 
ber, &c.  ordered  to  be  paid,  221. 
Tender  of  bills  of  credit,  how  regulatctl,  595. 
Tents  and  other  camp  equipage  to  be  provided 

for  the  army,  iSCL 
Temaat  John,  lieot.  col.  to  inspect  the  troops  in 

South-Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, 

money  advanced  to,  76^  TL 
to  be  furnished  wiln  two 

horses^  537. 
his  appointment  in  col.  Ar- 
mand's  legion,  referred 
to    the  commander-in- 
chief,  5lZQ 

Temay,cbetalierde,  admiral  of  the  French  fleet. 


Territory,  cession  and  relinquishment  of  western, 

a£2  to  586. 

Thanksgiving,  days  set  apart  for  a  general,  117, 
124, 125, 126,376.377,378,537,538,668,^80, 

Theatrical  entertainments,  measures  taken  by 

Cpngress  to  suppress,  85^  32. 
Tbompsffn  John,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit, 

.593. 

Thomas,  late  commander  of  the  ship 
Raleigh,  proceeding**  of  a  court- 
martial  on  the  trial  of,  6^ 
brig.  gen.  Wm.  charge  exhibited  a- 
gainst,  123^ 
ordered  to  attend  at 
the  bar  of  Con- 
gress, 129,  130, 

attends,  and  denies 
the  charge,  13SL 

insultins^  memorial 
of,  131. 


Thompson,  brig.  gen.  Wm  declared  guilty  of  a 

breach  of  privilegCi 

lege  J  131. 
heard  m  his  defence, 
132,  1G6. 
his  apology  acxepted 
as  sati  si  acto  r)- ,  166) 

eh: 

permitted  to  retire 
into  the  country, 
on  parole,  as  a 
prisoner  of  war, 

Thulier,  baron  de,  permitted  to  retom  to  £u* 

rope,  IM. 
money  advanced  to,  192. 
Tilghman  Tench,  lieut.  colonel,  623. 

aid-de-oarap  to  gen.  Washing- 
ton, 679. 

Tobacco  on  West  River,  Mar}'land,  how  disposed 
of,  35^ 

embargo  eluded,  by  transpOrtatioirfrom 

Mar>  land  of,  54. 
on  Ijoard  the  brig  Braxton,  to  be  sold, 62. 
to  be  remitted,  on  the  requi.sitiou  oi  M. 

de  Francey,  185^  SfiQ 
to  be  disposed  of  for  the  relief  of  prison- 
ers of  war,  616,  623. 
to  New-York,  passports  granted  for  th« 
exportation  of,  717. 
Tory  prisoners  taken  at  King's  mountain,  how 

disposed  of,  549. 
Tousard,  mons.  in  tlie  late  action  on  Rhode- 
Island,  gallant  conduct  ofy  103. 
appointed  ore  vet  lieut.  col.  and  a  peo« 
sion  granted  to,  103. 
Tracy  &  Co.  cloth  and  trimmings  for  the  army, 

purchased  of,  5^ 
Traversie,  capt.  to  be  paid  for  services  done,  by 
order  of  gen.  Gates,  546. 
not  to  hold  any  military  rank  in 
the  army,  549. 
Treadwell  and  Penhallow  vs.  brig  Susannah,- 

appeal  in  the  case  of,  83. 
Treasurer  of  tlie  United  States,  Michael  Hille- 
gas  appointed,  111,  669. 
to  deliver  cold  and  silver  coins  to  tlie 

board  of  treasury,  557. 
authorized  to  pay  interest  on  loan  of* 
fice  certificates,  603. 
Treasurer  of  loans.  (See  Francis  Hopkinson.) 
Treasurj',  committee  of.  (See  Board  of  Treasury.) 

new  arrangement  of  the,  30,  33,  '16, 52, 
60,70,  TL,  l^MltVlm. 
officers  of  the,  authorixedaud  appoint- 
ed, m  nr,  3;ll  3C0. 
their  duties,  70,  71,  72, 
3317^?27^ 
tlieir  salaries,  106,  380, 


allowed  a  secretary  ,200. 
apartments  to  be  rented  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the,  511. 
and  adjusting  the  public  accounts,  or- 
dinance for  regulating  the,  666. 
Treat)'  of  amity  and  commerce,  )  ^ 

of  alliance,  J  France, 

113,  176, 425, 
476,  471  to 
484,485,486. 
  487 

made  at  Pittsburg,  with  the  Delaware 
Indians,  QL 


/  Google 
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Troup  Robert,  a(>pointed  Secretary  to  the  Boiird 
of  Treasury,  295, 38G. 
V  bis  resi^iiaiioQ  accepted,  431 . 

Truisson,  capt.  de,  his  applicaiiou  refused,  2QfL 
Trumbull  Jonathan,  jun.  comptroller  of  the 

Treaswry,  111, 
to  settle  tUe  accounts  of  the 
late  Commissary-general, 
268,  269. 

allowed  the  aid  of  additional 
accountantsor  clerks,  32(L 
Joseph,  deceased,  late  commissary- 
geoeral, allowance  to  the  represent' 
atives  of,  239,  240, 241. 


Truuibull,  frij^ate,  to  be  fitted  out  on  a  cruise  for 

six  months,  55iL 
put  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  of  finance, 
644,545. 

Tucker  John,  vs.'  ship  LeVem,  appeal  in  the 
case  of, 

Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Satnrdays,  in  every 

week  set  apart  for  financial  business,  15^  16, 
Turner  George,  commissary  of  prisoners,  dis- 
charged from  office, 
reasons  assigned  for  supersed- 
ing, 676. 

Tupper  col.  Benjamin,  his  a[^Ucatioo  referred 
to  Massachusetts,  549. 


u. 

tjnited  Frovisces,  representationi  to  the  States  general  of  the,  445. 


Valcour  lieut.  promoted,  1^ 
Vallance,  lieut  his  resignation  accepted,  273. 
Valuation  of  Unds,  proceedings  of  Congress 

relative  to  a,  93, 
Vandalia,  memorial  from  claimants  of,  2fi£L 

Illinois,  he.  land  companies,  proceed- 
ings relative  to  the,  681. 
Vandre  chevalier  de,  monev  advanced  to,  438, 

permitted  to  return  to  France, 

Van  Dyke  Nicholas,  a  delegate  from  Delaware, 

41,  132,  231,  371,  427, 
capt.  lieut.  granted  leave  of  absence, 

Abraham,  lieut.  of  marines,  499^ 
Van  Home,  rev.  Mr.  brigade  cha{)laio,  316. 
Van  Shaick,  col.  thanks  of  Congress  to,  271. 
Van  Wart  Isaac,  honored  and  rewarded  by  Con- 
gress, 541  ■ 

Variey  Felix,  auditor  of  army  accounts,  208, 

ML 

Varnum  brig.  gen.  offers  to  resign  his  commis- 
sion, IM. 
his  resignation  accepted,  217. 
James  M.  adelegate  from  Rhoae-Island, 

556. 

granted  leave  of  absence, 
Vermont,  proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to  a 
proposed  new  state  under  the  name  of,  285, 
286^  295j  Siifi,  297^  29a,  308,  350,  363,  ^ 
.%G,  3717438,  4PMG^>^T7t64,  165."5T8, 520, 
526.^,~6J4,  655,  edOT^blVtb^,  TU^IW, 

—  —      —  —    ,  m^mAo  m: 

Vemie,  mons.  major  in  Pulaski's  legion,  209. 
Verner  Frederick,  proceedings  of  a  court-mar- 
tial relative  to,  20,  3&>  ^ 
Vessels  of  war,  to  be  equipped  and  fitted  out  for 
service,  25^  667. 
to  be  purchased,  26. 
lost  or  captured,  regulations  res- 
pecting, 431,  432. 
form  of  commission  to  command- 
ers of  private  armed,  452. 

in.structions  to,  4.^, 


V. 

Virginia 


454, 455,  608,602. 
regulations  proposed  relative  to  the  rights 

of  neutral,  53^t. 
clearances  by  whom  undersigned  and  cer- 
tified, of  armed  and  unarmed,  619. 
Vice  consuls,  regulations  respecting,  6GC. 
Vicnne,  mons.  Ic,  for  leave  to  go  to  France,  ap- 
plication of,  103. 
Viper,  proceedings  of  Congress  in  tfie  case  of 
the  ship;  STL 


, delegates  from,  25,  264,  326,  351,  444, 
450,  451,  5l5,"a7][75797646711^ 
to  send  troops  to  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  bT^i  93,  188,  237,  ^  388, 

TO: 

money  advanced  to,  80,  885,  627,  622. 
militia  to  be  paid,9H^ 
quota  of  eighty  battalions  of  troops, 

223,  4J2. 

loan  of  arms  from,  24SL 
Virginia  to  supply  Massachusetts  with  provisions, 

Bermuda  with  provisions,  250^ 

Sal 

ratifies  the  articles  of  confederation, 

280,  281, 

quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dolls.  284. 
wanton  and  outrageous  barbarity  of  the 

enemy  in,  288. 
instructions  ot  Congress  to,  26^ 
to  be  supplied  with  provisions  by  Mary* 

land,  31L 

monthly  quota  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars,  373. 

to  furnish  provisions  to  prisoners  of  war, 
at  Albemario  barracks,  377,  445. 

to  suspend  the  j^rant,  sale,  or  settlement 
of  unappropriated  lands,  383^  384, 3So. 

to  prevent  iutrusions  on  iudiau  iands, 

386. 

to  furnish  provisions  for  the  army,  410. 
troopH,  proceedings  of  Congress  respect- 

ing,  412. 413, 4^1,4^. 
disputes  between  I'ennpylvania  and, 416. 
empowers  any  one  of  the  delegates  from, 

to  give  the  vote  of,  418. 
quota  of  supplies  for  the  next  campni^n, 

435, iH. 
urged  to  complete  its  quota  of  troops, 

4jL 

to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  millious  of 
dollars,  457. 
to   give    information    respecting  the 

French  fleet,  ■164. 
militia  called  into  service,  467. 
to  recruit  and  equip  col.  Bavlor  and 
•White's  regiments  of  light  dragoons, 

467. 

recruits  ordered  to  join  the  southern  ar- 
my, 503. 

balance  of  quota  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lar, how  applied,  504. 

remonstrance  of  the  general  assembly 
of,  considered,  51G,  517. 


INDEX. 


Tirgioia  urged  to  equip  and  hasten  the  inarch  of 

quota  of  supplies  increased,  5iR. 

to  furuish  supplies  to  prisoners  of  war, 

quota  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  ariuy,  53'2,  538. 
of  six  millions  of  dutlars,  payable 
in  provisions  and  specie,  542, 


543.  fvU. 
of  eighty  thousand  dollans,  5(33. 
establ  ishmeut  of  a  hospital  in,£^ 
to  appoint  suituhle  persons  to  settle  col. 

Wood's  accounts,  fiOI.  • 
rampart  muskets  to  be  sent  to,  615. 


Virginia,  act  of  the  legislature  of,  646. 

ship,  her  cargo,  how  disposed  of,  2* 
Vivier,  chevalier  Sureau  du,  his  application  re> 

fused,  2.54. 

Volunteer  cavalry,  enconrajgementgiven  by  Con« 

eress  for  raising  and  equipning,  Bo4,  b05. 
Volunteers  under  col.  Rawlings  to  be  inlisted 
for  the  war,  ordered  to  Pittsburg, 

m. 

for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina, 
corps  of  French,  249. 
Votes,  delegates  permitted  to  change  their,  414. 
Vrigny,  mons.  de,  his  resignation  accepted,  22. 

^  to  be  paid  the  balauce  due 

him,  m. 


w 


Wabash,  Illinois,  and  In^Uana  land  companies, 
<•  _  G76,  Gil. 

Wadsworth  Jeremiah,  commissary  general  of 

purchase8,inoney  ad- 
vanced  to,  32.  52, 
101.  112,  113"^ 
statement  of  tiis  re- 
ceipts and  expendi- 
tures, 89. 
offers  his  resignation-— 
^      not  accepted,  300, 


resign  on 
January, 


has  leave  to 
the  Ist  of 
1780, m 
directed  to  settle  his  ac- 
counts, 405. 
desired  to  continu.*  in 
office  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  have  ac- 
cepted, and  be  duly 
qualified, 
directions  of  Congtess 
/  ,    to,  514. 

Wagoners  to  serve  duiing  tiie  war,  inlistment 
of, authorized,  227. 

resolve  repealed,  253. 


to  serve  for  nine  months,  or  dur 

ingihe  next  campaign,  2^ 
allowauce  to,  308. 
to  be  exempt  from  militia  dut}',2Qft. 
Wagon  masters,  pay  allowed  to,  273. 
Wagons,  allowauce  for  the  hire  of.  42iL 
Wales  Eleazer,  commissioner  of  accounts,  inr 

stiuctions  to,  185,  2^ 
his  resignation  accepted,  i&L 
Walley  Thomas,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit, 

515. 

Walton  George,  a  delegate  from  Georgia, 
War,  secretary  at.   (Sec  Secietary.) 
Ward  Joseph,  commissary  general  of  purchases, 

U9. 

Arteroas,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 
eranied  leave  of  absence,  6^ 
Waring  Thomas,  commissioner  of  the  board  of 

admiralty,  402^ 
declines  the  appointment, 442. 
AVarren  James,  late  major  general,  provision  for 
the  younger  children  of,  474,  475. 
John,  accepts  the  office  of  hospital  phy- 


sician, ihR^ 


the 


division  of  prize  goods  taken  by 
ship,  25h^ 

Washington,  general,  directions  of  Congress  to, 

3L  3y,      48j  53^      65j  87,  1^ 

no,  ii^37l-:!?7f3r,Tr2.  hw,  kfitvji  

gTS,  2^  227;  ^  lM;!        'z  U),  2:^0,212,  238, 
~"         oG,  3^i»,  31^0, 3139, 


•/T,  lOL 
215, 


VOL.  III. 


Washington,  gen.  directions  of  Congress  to, 

405,  4^)8,  4^2,  424,  432, 

4407  Wh  Wll  ^ 
¥12,  ms,  503,  5M, 
633,  554,  53g,  5^  ME] 


547,  548  ,  550,  55.3,  ~55% 
660,  fm^  611: 

654,  GST,  5^  65!^,  Ei)£ 

gg4,  es2,  m  ttb;  tt^: 

725: 

attends  Congress,  160^  fi9-t. 
a  committee  appointea  to  con- 
fer witli,  166. 
gives  information  of  a  success- 
ful attack  on  Stoney  Point, 

22iL 

thanks  of  Congress  to,  32^, 
367,  375.  381,  679.  6^2. 
his  plan  for   conducting  the 
western  expedition  approv- 
ed, m 
his  table  to  be  furnished,  6^ 
informs  Congress  of  the  sur- 
render of  lord  Cornwallis, 
and  his  army,  679. 
audience  of  leave,  granted  to, 

737. 

major  William,  promoted,  12iL 

to  take  command  of 
col.  Baylor's  regi- 
ment, 130. 

Watson,  William,  money  advanced  to,  423. 
Waitcrson,  capt.  permitiiid  to  go  to  IScw-York  on 
parole.  2Sa. 

Wayne,  orig,  general,  honored  by  Congress,  323. 

authorized  to  impress  pro- 
visions and  forage,  620. 
W^ebb,  col.  parole  exchange  of,  2liB. 

Forstbr,  endor:»cr  ot  new  biil^  of  credit, 

536. 

Weed  Elijah,  keeper  of  the  state  prison  in  Phila- 
delphia, 
allowance  to,  G16. 
Wecdon,  brig,  general  George,  decision  of  Ciiti^ 

gress  relative   to  Ui^ 
rank  ef,  23j  24.418. 
ordered  to  join  the  south  - 
em  army,  4fif>. 
Wells  John,  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of  ac- 
counts, 112i 
his  immediate  attendance  required, 

in5. 

commissioner  of  an  extra  chamber 

of  accounts;)  535. 
his  acceptance  signified,  558. 
information  of  his  death,  6^ 
Wentworth  John,  jun.  a  delegate  from  New- 
ilami)Fliire,  liliL 
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West-Florida,  sole  of  the  ship,  464. 

William,  iun.  to  be  prosecuted  !■  the 

of  the  United  States,  663, 564^ 
Point,  New-Tork,  allowanee  to  tlie  coin 

inandlng  general  at,  617. 
Wesieru  frootiers  of  Pennsyivania,  to  be  defead- 
ed,  81S. 

expedition,  plan  approved  by  CSoagress 

lor  conduction  the,  346. 
territory.  ceMnm  atid  relinqaishroent 
to  the  Unilrd  Stales  of,  582  to  586. 
Wharton  John,  member  of  the  navy  board, his  rc- 
eignatioii  aoceoted,  70. 
cemiMMoeer  or  the  nivy  board 

lis: 

his  resignatioii  accepted,  564, 565 
— e,  compelled  to  settle  his  ac< 
pounts,  641 . 
Bamuel,  a  delegate  from  Delaware, 

Wheat  prohibited  to  be  purchased  for  foras,'e,  56. 
■  tVheelock  Eleazar,  money  advanced  to,  159. 
vvhi|ipleW.adelegalefran  New-Hampshire,  109 
commissioner  ot  the  board  of 
admiralty,  402. 
White  Uevtcol.  his  applieatiottBibt  cenplied  widi', 

437. 

Thomas,  discharged  from  bis  parole,  334. 
Whiting  Mr.  his  expenses  from  Comieeticut  to 

Philadelphin,  to  be  paid,  242. 
Widdersheime,  major,  offers  his  services  to  Con- 
gress.—Not  aecepted,  360. 
Widows  of  offioers  and  soldiers  en|raged  to  serye 

during  the  war,  provision 
to  be  made  for,  359, 340. 
half-pay  extended  to,  512,  513. 
Wilkinson  capt.  Amos,  his  resignation  accepted, 

900. 

Jamee,  appoi  n  ted  clothier-ffeneral.329. 
money  advanceu  to,  462. 
his  resignation  accepted  ,G01 , 

C02. 

Willbank       ,  prisoner  of  war,  erroneous  re- 
^rcsentatioa  concerning,  36S. 
iUiamt  Jolin,  adelegate  frooi  North-Carolina, 

3,3£»,40.| 


Wl; 


Williams,  ensign  Edward,  his  rebignation  accept- 
ed, 418. 

col.  Othoy  pvooeedingi  vehuive  to,  736, 

738. 

lient.  col.  W.  his  reeinatioB  aefeept- 

ed,  449. 

David,  honored  and  rewarded  by  Con- 
gress.  641. 

Wilson  JaoMS,  aavoeate  general  of  the  Fieadi 

nation,  3i]0. 
hitnemorial  refened  to  the  court 

of  appeals,  459. 
Windcl  Mr.  application  in  behalf  of.  complied 

with,  2^16. 

Winder  WilUaui  commissioner  of  the  naty 

board,  113. 
permitted  to  retire,  654. 
Wine  aa  board  of  n  priae  veetel,  dispoeitim  of, 

964»965: 

nwDey  arising  Aom  the  se]e  of,  how  ap- 

plied,  447 

Witherspoou  John,  a  delc«;Hte  from  New-Jersey, 

'  135,142,145,146.664. 
to  account  for  momsj  m  his 
^  bands,  676. 

Wilneiaee  in  caines  dependiajg  belbce  covrln- 
martial,  compuhNMy  procesi  for  ob- 
taining, 39£. 
tiieir  expenses  Id  be  paid,  416. 
Woloott  Oliver,  a  delegate  aam  Genaecticut, 

'  661. 
graatad  leote  of  eheeaee,  610. 
Wood  col.  JaoMi,  bis  accounts  to  be  settled, 

■    .  601. 
avthorised  to  impress  provi- 
sions and  forage.  629. 
Woodford  brig,  general,  his  ranit  deciaed,  418. 

Thomas,  commissioner  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  472. 
Worthingtou  Asa,  money  advanced  to,  425,426. 
Wyoming,  Pennsylvania,  garrison  at,  to  be  reliev- 
ed, 555, 666. 
Wythe  George,  appointed  a  judge  of  the  court 
of  appeals,  427. 
decliaet  the  appointment,  448. 


Y. 


Taid  Mn.  pennitted  to  retnn  to  Fhibdelpbia, 

,  93. 

Yutes  Ab^un.  his  accounts  to  be  settled,  6o3. 

Yattneeyib>bert,nion^paid  to,  139. 

Yeas  and  nays,  questions  decided  by,  2, 11, 14, 
1$,  80,  21,  24,  27,  30,  3a,  40,  41, 
46,  46, 48,  60,  51,  67,  68,  59,  60, 
64,  6.-),  78,  8'2,  83,  85,  86,  91,  92, 
105,  110,  111,  112,  124,  131,  138, 
144, 147, 1.57, 158,  160,  161,  162, 
165,  166,  167,  168,  WJ,  170,  1.71, 
172,  174,  176,  178,  186,  188,  194, 
196, 196,  202,  207,  209,  210,  211, 
212,  213,214,  220,  1*21,  22.5,  226,  i  Yoik- 
228, 229,  230,  233,  234,  2.1.5,  2.rti, 
257, 838,  240,  241,  24i,  2 1.'),  nu, 
250,  251,  253,  270,  27.5,  277,  278, 
279, 280,  284,  286,  287,  288, 
296, 297, 302,  303,  304,  305,  30G, 
3(J7,  309,  310,  311,  :312,  3i:i,  .)18, 
319,  321,  325.  326,  331,  332,  3.5:}, 
334, 335,  337,  339,  340,  312, 
544, 34,5,  347  ,  348,  .3.50,  359,  363, 
564,  367, 370, 372, 376, 379, 380, 


Teaa  and  anyi,  983,  984,  386,  987,  388,  389, 

890,  391,  397,  398,  401 ,  402,  403, 
404,  406,  407, 408,  409,  411,  413, 
414,  415, 417,419,  573,  582,  696, 
596,  597,  .598,  599,  604,  605,  607, 
611,  620,  621,  622,  625,  629,  633, 
634,  635,  637, 639,  642,  643,  645, 
6n,  ('48,  649,  652,  653,  65.J,  6,58, 
661,  662,  670,  671,  674,  676,  677, 
679,  680,  681 ,  681,  685,  787,  688, 
689,  690,  6yi,  695,  696,  700,  701, 
704,  710,  719, 725,  726, 727, 730, 
TO,  733, 735,738,739. 
vn,  in  Vii  ninia,  sarrender  of  die  Britidi 
army  at,  679. 
an  emblematical  raai))1e  column  to  be 

erected  at,  682, 
returns  of  prisoners,  arms  and  stores, 

taken  at,  585,  686,  687. 
dircciiniis  rolativt?  to  prisoaers taken 

at,  68.5,  686,687, 
penaiKsion  to  export  tobaceoto  New> 
York  from,  717. 
Ysnaidy^jcapt.  bis  aceoqnts  to  be  setUed,  66. 


Zcdwitz,  licut.  col.  Hurman,  discharged  from  confiuemeof,  322. 
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